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ACTIVITIES OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITTEE 


MONDAY, APRIL 9, 1851 


SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
OF THE CoMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES IN 
THE Executive DreraRTMENTs, 
Jackson, Miss. 

Met at 10 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 51, agreed to Jan- 
uary 29, 1951, first session, Eighty-second Congress, in the court of 
the U nited States Court House, Jackson, Miss., Hon. Clyde R. Hoey 
(chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senators Clyde R. Hoey, John L. McClellan and Karl 
E. Mundt. 

Also present: Francis D. Flanagan, chief counsel, H. J. Hatcher, 
chief assistant counsel, Jerome S. Adlerman, assistant counsel, Car- 
mine S. Bellino, accounting consultant, James F. Sheridan, investi- 
gator, and Ruth Young, clerk of the committee. 

Senator Horry. The hear ing will come to order. 

I may say before we begin the testimony that if the photographers 
want to take pictures of the witnesses they will do so when they are 

called to the witness stand, and not take pictures during the time 
a the witnesses are testifying. 

I think it proper for me to make a very brief opening statement. 

On February 27, 1951, Senator Eastland and Senator Stennis sub- 
mitted to the Senate of the United States, Senate Resolution 87. This 
resolution called for an investigation of the operation of Govern- 
ment activities in the State of Mississippi, including the extent to 
which improper political or other influence had been used in this 
State in connection with the activities of any agency of Government, 
the extent to which contractors have been required to make political 
or other contributions in order to obtain Government contracts; the 
extent to which Federal jobs in this State had been bartered and sold, 
and whether improper influence had been brought to bear upon Fed- 
eral officers in connection with the performance of their duties. 

After this resolution had been referred to the Committee on Ex- 
penditures in the Executive Departments, Senator Eastland and 
Senator Stennis appeared before that committee in executive session 
and furnished certain information which had been brought to their 
attention concerning the selling of Federal jobs and other alleged ir- 
regularities in this State. 

The resolution was referred to this Investigations Subcommittee, 
and after considering the allegations in this case, the subcommittee 
authorized a complete investigation of these charges. 
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This investigation was to be undertaken under the broad investi- 
gative authority granted to the Committee on Expenditures in Execu- 
tive Departments, and this subcommittee by the Reorganization Act 
of 1946. It was decided to conduct the investigation in this man- 
ner, rather than to make the inquiry under Senate Resolution 87. 

(S. Res. 51 follows :) 


[S. Res. 51, 82d Cong., 1st sess. ] 


RESOLUTION 


Resolved, That in holding hearings, reporting such hearings, and making 
investigation as authorized by subsection (g) (2) (B) of the Rule XXV of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, or any other duties imposed upon it, the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Executive Departments, or any duly authorized 
subcommittee thereof, is authorized during the period beginning on February 
1, 1951, and ending on June 30, 1951, to make such expenditures, and to employ 
upon a temporary basis such investigators, and such technical, clerical, and 
other assistants, as it deems advisable. 

Sec. 2. The expenses of the committee under this resolution, which shall not 
exceed $100,000, including any unexpended balance under §S. Res. 206, Eighty- 
first Congress, second session, agreed to February 1, 1950, shall be paid from the 
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers approved by the chairman of the 
committee or subcommittee, as the case may be. 


(S. Res. 87 follows:) 


[S. Res. 87, 82d Cong., 1st sess. ] 
RESOLUTION 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the Executive Departments, 
or any duly authorized subcommittee thereof, is authorized and directed to make 
a full and complete study and investigation of the operation of Government 
activities in the State of Mississippi with a view to ascertaining (1) the extent 
to which improper or corrupt political or other influence has been used or 
exerted in such State in connection with the activities of any department or 
agency of the Government or any benefits or services granted by any such 
department or agency, (2) the extent to which contractors have been required 
to make political or other contributions in order to obtain Government contracts 
in such State, (8) the extent to which Federal offices and positions in such 
State have been bartered or sold, (4) whether such improper or corrupt political 
or other influence has been brought to bear upon Federal officers in connection 
with the investigation and prosecution of persons suspected of or charged with 
offenses against the United States, and (5) any other matters which the com- 
mittee, or duly authorized subcommittee thereof, deems advisable concerning 
the efficiency of the operations of departments and agencies of the Government 
within such State. 

Sec. 2. The committee shall report to the Senate at the earliest practicable 
date, not later than January 31, 1952, the results of such study and investiga- 
tion, together with such recommendations for legislation as it deems advisable. 

Sec. 3. The expenses of the committee under this resolution, which shall not 
exceed $10,000 (in addition to amounts heretofore made available to the com- 
mittee), shall be paid from the contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers 
approved by the chairman of the committee or subcommittee, as the case may be. 


Senator Hory. It has been charged that representatives of the Mis- 
sissippi Democratic Committee have participated in the sale or at- 
tempted sale of Government positions and have engaged in other 
improper or corrupt activities affecting the operation of Federal 
agencies. 

For several weeks the staff of this subcommittee has been investigat- 
ing the charges in this case and a number of complaints of job-selling 
and other irregularities have come to our attention. It is not the in- 


tention of the subcommittee to investigate fully every individual com- 
plaint. 
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We have, however, made detailed inquiry and will present testimony 
in a sufficient number of cases to illustrate the general pattern of the 
operations of the Mississippi Democratic Committee and its repre- 
sentatives with regard to the handling of Federal patronage. 

In those instances where corrupt or improper activities may be 
brought to our attention, the complete facts will be made available to 
the Department of Justice or some other agency of Government in 
order that complete investigations can be made and appropriate ac- 
tion taken in each case. 

The subcommittee is deeply concerned over the alleged sale and at- 
tempted sale of Federal jobs in this State. If it is found to be a fact 
that persons who were attempting to obtain employment with the post 
oflice, or other departments of Government, were required to make 
political or other contributions in order to secure such employment, 
it is the intention of the subcommittee to disclose these facts. 

It is of particular interest to this subcommittee to determine 
whether veterans, particularly disabled war veterans, or others who 
possess the necessary qualifications for Federal positions, were the vic- 
tims of any such corrupting political influence. In this regard the 
subcommittee is primarily interested in determining who might have 
been the perpetrators of this corrupt and vicious practice. 

It is our intention to develop fully all of the facts in this case and 
our conclusions will be based upon the evidence disclosed at these 
hearings. No one will be shielded, nor will anyone be persecuted dur- 
ing the course of this i inquiry ; the subcommittee will pursue this in- 

vestigation vigorously and impartially. 

In view of the fact that Senator Stennis and Senator Eastland, the 
two very distinguished gentlemen from Mississippi, have introduced 
this resolution, and in view of the fact that Senator Stennis is present 
with us this morning, I am sure the committee will be glad to have a 
brief statement from him, and I understand that he represents not 
alone himself, but also Senator Eastland in appearing before the sub- 
committee. 

Senator Stennis. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN STENNIS, A SENATOR FROM THE STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI 


Senator STENNIs. Senator Hoey, Senator McClellan, and Senator 
Mundt, I want to first personally and also officially most sincerely 
thank you gentlemen on behalf of Senator East): and and myself and 
the people ‘of Mississippi for your personal sacrifice and hardship 
that you are undergoing in coming here on this official mission. 

We, your colleagues from Mississippi, certainly deeply appreciate 
it, and I know the people of Mississippi are most grateful. We realize 
that you are very busy men, and you have had to neglect your own 
offices, and you have had to neglect your legislative duties in order 
for you to be here. 

It is no ordinary thing for three United States Senators to come 
more than a thousand miles from Was shington to personally investi- 
gate matters that pertain almost exclusively, and exclusively, so far 
as I know, to one single State. 

Gentlemen, as your chairman said, Senator Eastland and I filed a 
resolution there in the Senate something like 30 days ago wherein we 
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made very grave and serious charges that Federal public offices and 
positions and ‘hei in Mississippi were being peddled and bartered and 
sold for cash on the barrelhead. 

It was further pointed out there that veterans carrying lead in their 
bodies yet, some of them, as I understand, put there by German or 
Japanese bullets, men who were entitled to civil-service jobs under 
the law by veterans’ preference. 

In order to be even considered for those jobs, after getting on the 
list, they were having to go beyond the barn, so to speak, and pay 
hard cash money. 

Those charges were not hastily brought. We have been getting re- 
ports of those conditions in Washington for some time and respon- 
sible people in authority there had been warned and rewarned that 
these conditions were going on and that something ought to be done 
about it. 

Now, those warnings were, in a large part, ignored. We therefore 
are hesitating to bring the good name of our State into proceedings in 
connection with such matters, but feeling that justice must be done, 
and we felt that it would be done through the Senate, we made those 
speeches and filed this resolution. 

There was, as you know, a unanimous response. Now, in view of 
our request and our making of these charges, our request for an inves- 

tigation, it has fallen the lot of you gentlemen to be here as represent- 
atives of the Senate, and I want to say again that we especially thank 
you. 

Gentlemen, I want to call your attention, and also the people's at- 
tention to the fact that the question involved here is not a matter of 
who is going to make recommendations for Federal offices in Miss- 
issippi. That is entirely beside the point. The question here is a 
matter of moral and political integrity. It goes to the very fabric, 
the very bedrock of the integrity of the Government itself, and it has 
a large bearing upon the things that are in the minds of not only 
Mississippians, but the American people, as we face the peril in the 
Pacific and in the Atlantic, as you three gentlemen so well know, 
trying to gird this Nation to its full strength to meet whatever the 
future may hold. 

I feel conscious of the fact that before we can rise to that supreme 
test we have got to restore a new confidence in the moral integrity in 
the public affairs of our Government. There must be a rebirth of 
political morality in public affairs throughout America, and unfor- 
tunately, one of the things that has helped to tear down this faith 
has happened right here in my home State. 

Let me point out, gentlemen, that this is not characteristic of the 
people of Mississippi. This is not characteristic of their conduct, 
this shocking evidence that you are going to hear, and most of them 
hang their heads in humiliation and shame that such a set of facts 
would develop here within the fair name and confines of our State. 

And the people have the right attitude about trying to do some- 
thing about it, I can assure you of that. I don’t want you to go back 
to Washington with the idea that the things you hear here are ty pical 
of our people. 
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Now, I want to emphasize that I am speaking also for Senator 
Eastland, gentlemen, and although not expressly, but so far as I know, 
also for et ach member of the congressional delegation. 

Senator Eastland could not be here this morning, as Mrs. Eastland 
is to have a very serious operation performed which, of course, requires 
his personal attention. 

He had planned to be here, and I speak for him in all of these 
sentiments. 

Now, we have no one to smear; we have no one to try to protect. 
We are asking you, so far as we are concerned, that you do just what 
we already know that you will do, and that is to go right down the 
line, regardless of persons and personalities, and regardless of what 
facts you may find, and let the chips fall where they may. 

Now, we hope that you can go into all the cases that you possibly 

can, and develop the full pic ture here because, as I say, you are going 
to be shocked yourselves, and the people of Mississippi are going to 
be shocked, and I am satisfied that the charges we made are not only 
going to be sustained but they are going to be overwhelmingly sus- 
tained, far beyond the expectations we had, in view of the additional 
light that we have obtained, that has been added since these charges 
have been made. 

So I respectfully and with great appreciation call your special 
attention to this case. I am grateful for the time that I know you 
are going to give it and I want to emphasize that we have no one, so 
far as we are concerned, to smear and no one to protect. 

We did not seek membership on the committee that would investi- 
gate this. I do want to urge this, that you develop this thing just as 
far as you possibly can and if you think the facts justify them I want 
you to turn it over to the FBI or the Department of Justice, whatever 
branch you see fit, and I hope that branch of the Government will 
pursue this thing to the end and turn it over to the grand jurors and 
the courts in cases where they think the facts justify, because I know 
that we have got to come back and keep in mind this, that there must 
be a rebirth of public morals and public honesty and TI still believe, 
as I said, in the doctrine as enunciated by the great Grover Cleveland, 
that public office is a public trust and public employment is a public 
trust and it must so justify itself in the esteem and in the minds of 
the great people of America. 

I thank you very much for your courtesy. 

Senator Hory. Thank you very much, Senator Stennis, for 
statements, which will be incorporated in the record. 

We are honored this morning by the presence with us of the dis- 
tinguished Governor of Mississippi, Fielding Wright. We will be 
pleased to have Governor Wright make a statement if he so desires. 

The first witness to be called is Mr. Frank F. Mize. Please come 
forward. I hope the photographers will observe the request that 
photographs are to be made only when the witnesses come on the 
stand. 

Mr. Mize, will you please come forward? You solemnly swear that 
the evidence you give in this case shall be the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Mize. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF FRANK F. MIZE, CHAIRMAN, MISSISSIPPI 
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Senator Horry. Mr. Mize, give your name and position to the ste- 
nographer for the record. 

Mr. Mize. Frank F. Mize; home address, Forest, Miss. My pro- 
fession is that of attorney and I am chairman of the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee, as we know it. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Mize, when were you elected chairman of the 
committee ? 

Mr. Mize. Senator, it was, I think, sometime in September of 19-48. 

Senator Hory. How was the election brought about? 

Mr. Mize. We had a meeting here in the Walthall Hotel. I don’t 
recall if—no, I believe when I was elected that was in the Robert E. 
Lee Hotel, a meeting called by Mr. Philip Mullins. We had a meet- 
ing there. 

Senator Horry. What was the purpose of the meeting? 

Mr. Mize. The purpose of the meeting was to organize a commit- 
tee to further the interests of the Democratic Party in Mississippi. 

Senator Horry. That was in the year 1948? 

Mr. Mize. 1948. I imagine it was about September. 

Senator Hory. How was it that you were selected to come to the 
mneeting ? 

Mr. Mize. They were called in, I believe, by Mr. Mullins, Phil Mul- 
lins. He was the original organizer. 

Senator Hory. About how many were present at the meeting? 

Mr. Mize. I think there were around ten or twelve. 

Senator Horry. And from different parts of the state? From dif- 
ferent parts of Mississippi? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. How did you proceed with the election of officers? 

Mr. Mize. Oh, somebody nominated me and it was seconded and I 
was declared elected. 

Senator Hory. You were elected chairman of the committee? 

Mr. Mize. Of the committee, yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What other officers were elected ? 

Mr. Mize. Mr. John Scott was elected secretary and treasurer. 

Senator Hory. What others? 

Mr. Mize. And later we had a meeting down at the Walthall Hotel, 
Mr. Lamarr Caudle, from the United States Attorney General’s office, 

‘ame down and we elected an executive committee. That was, I would 
say, in the latter part of September. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, were all these officers which were elected, 
you as chairman and Mr. Scott as secretary-treasurer ? 

Mr. Mize. That is my recollection; yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. How long after that before Mr. Caudle came down? 

Mr. Muze. I think it was 2 or 3 weeks. 

Senator Hory. Then you started to tell about the election of the 
executive committee. 

Mr. Mize. Yes, we elected an executive committee at that time. 

Senator Hory. Who made that election ? 
Mr. Mize. The people that were there, that were called in. 
Senator Horry. How did you go about calling them in? 
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Mr. Mize. I think we gave a notice through the paper, notified our 
firends in various ways, anyone we could get to come. 

Senator Horry. How many were present at this meeting ? 

Mr. Mize. I judge there were 35; 30, 35. 

Senator Horry. Who was elected at that time to any other position 4 

Mr. Mizr. I believe that is all, Senator. 

Senator Horry. I say, who was elected when you had that meeting ? 

Mr. Mize. Oh, we elected 21—I think it was 23 committeemen and 
I don’t know them all. I know some of them. 

Senator Hory. Do you happen to have the list? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir, I haven't. I imagine it is in the papers of the 
committee. 

Senator Hory. Who does have a list? In whose custody was the list 
left ? 

Mr. Mize. In the secretary’s. 

Senator Hory. In the secretary’s custody ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Hory. That was a committee of about 21, you said? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did the committee elect any officers that day ? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t believe we did. 

Senator Hory. You don’t remember the whole 21? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, later did you elect any other officers ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; we did not. We eventually named some electors 
to get on the ticket, the Democratic ticket. 

Senator Horny. How did you arrange to do that? 

Mr. Mize. Well, we would call them up over the telephone, Senator, 
and get a list made up and for some reason they would withdraw a 
name and we would have to call somebody else. 

Senator Hory. Who had the responsibility of doing that? 

Mr. Mize. I think Mr. Mullins really did that. 

Senator Hory. Was Mr. Mullins a member of the executive 
committee ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. He was vice chairman. 

Senator Hory. He was vice chairman ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And he looked after the matter of calling the people 
to serve as electors ? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And when you got the list of people together they 
were put on the ticket ? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes. 

Senator Hory. There wasn’t any convention held to select the 
ticket, to elect a ticket ? 

Mr. Mize. That I wouldn’t know. We had a hard time getting them 
on the ticket. 

Senator Hory. When did you elect a national committeeman ? 

Mr. Mize. I believe we elected a national committeeman and na- 
tional committeewoman. 

Senator Hory. At which time? 

Mr. Mize. That was around about that time. 

Senator Hory. That was at the meeting at which you elected the 
21 committeemen ? 
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Mr. Mize. I may be mistaken about that, Senator. It might have 
been after that, because we didn’t have anybody in mind that would 
accept it. 

Senator Horny. Whom did you elect? First, did you elect some of 
them before the election ? 

Mr. Mize. Oh, yes; we elected Mr. Hood and Mrs. —— 

Senator Hory. Who did you elect ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Hood, Clarence E. Hood, Jr. 

Senator Hory. Where is Clarence E. Hood, Jr., from ? 

Mr. Mize. From Meridian. 

Senator Hory. Who was elected national committeewoman ? 

Mr. Mize. Mrs. John Clark. 

Senator Hory. Mrs. John Clark from where ? 

Mr. Mize. She is from De Kalb, Temple County. 

Senator Hory. She was committeewoman ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. They were elected prior to the general election? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you notify the Democratic National Committee 
of their election ¢ 

Mr. Mize. We did; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Who was it that directed the campaign in Missis- 
sippi in that election? Did you conduct the campaign ? 

Mr. Mize. The best I could. I made a mighty poor showing. 

Senator Hory. Who had charge of handling the details and affairs 
of the election ?—I mean since the election. 

Mr. Mize. Right after the election I got sick. I was sick for some 
time, I didn’t even get to go to the inauguration, but Mr. John Scott 
had charge of it and I would say that he was the one that had it in 
charge. 

Senator Hory. Was he the man who was secretary and treasurer? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. He had charge of it ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What arrangements were made with the national 
committee with reference to the distribution of patronage in this 
city ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Well, we had it up, Senator, from time to time with 
I believe that Senator McGrath was head of the national committee 
at that time. 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Mize. And later Mr. Boyle and from time to time we contacted 
them. 

Senator Hory. Who contacted them? Did you contact them? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. I was up there, oh, several times; not nearly 
as many times as Mr. Rogers and Mr. Hood and Mr. Jackson, but I 
was up there several times and discussed it with them. Of course, 
we wanted the—— 

Senator Hory. When did you make your first visit there to arrange 
about this distribution of patronage ? 

Mr. Mize. I think it must have been 2 or 3 weeks after the in- 
auguration before I went up there. 

Senator Hory. Who went with you? 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers. 
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Senator Hory. Give us his full name. 
Mr. Mize. Mr. Curtis Rogers. 
Senator Hory. Where was his home? 
Mr. Mize. He is from Silverina, Miss. 
Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Mize. And Mr. Clarence E. Hood, Jr. He was the national 
committeeman; and I believe we were the only three. 

Senator Hory. Did Mr. Forrest Jackson go with you at that time? 

Mr. Mize. No; Mr. Forrest Jackson was not on that tr ip. He did 
later go. 

Senator Hory. Whom did you see in Washington with reference to 
this matter when you went on that trip ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I saw Mr. A. C. Caraway. 

Senator Hory. Of the national committee / 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. On my trips up there I never met Mr. Me- 
Grath, Senator McGrath. I talked to him over the phone there, I 
think, once or twice. 

Senator Hory. Now, as a result of your conference with the mem- 
bers of the national committee, whoever you saw, what was the under- 
standing with reference to the endorsement for positions in this city 
and who was on the committee ? 

Mr. Mize. There wasn’t any understanding, Senator, at that time, 
but the committee looked with favor on our committee and later—— 

Senator Hory. When was this later that you had another confer- 
ence ? 

Mr. Mize. I think the first patronage that we had—the first call that 
we had for referrals was at the beginning of the taking of the census. 

Senator Horr. Do a remember about the date ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I do not. 

Senator _ ry. Did you go to Washington for a conference then ? 

Mr. Mur. I don’t recall that we did. We were in constant contact 
with them over the telephone. I am sure we did go. 

Senator Hory. Whom did you contact? 

Mr. Mize. Sir? 

Senator Horry. Whom did you contact over the telephone ? 

Mr. Mize. That was Mr. McGrath—Mr. Caraway. 

Senator Horry. Caraway ? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. He was the representative of the national committee / 

Mr. Mize. That is right; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. When did you make a trip; you or having anybody 
else go for you, to make a trip to Washington to determine the whole 
policy ? 

Mr. Mize. I think along about that time. 

Senator Hory. At this time can you give us the names of those who 
made this trip ? 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers and Mr. Hood and myself. 

Senator Hory. Did Mr. Jackson go on that trip? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t think Mr. Jackson went on that tr ip. 

Senator Hory. When did Mr. Jackson accompany you? Is he a 
member of your committee ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; he was not a member but at several of our meet- 
ings he was acting as proxy for Colonel Butler. 

82406—51——2 
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Senator Hory. Where is Colonel Butler from ¢ 
Mr. Mize. Here in Jackson. tc 
Senator Hory. Jackson? 
Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 
Senator Horny. Did Mr. Jackson have any official connection with 
the committee, either as being a member himself or being employed 


as attorney ¢ m 
Mr. Mize. Yes; he became attorney for the committee. 
Senator Hory. When was he employed as attorney ¢ eC 
Mr. Mizz. I couldn’t tell you that, Senator. 
Senator Hory. Who employed him? \ 
Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers, I think, employ ed him, and his employment le 


was satisfactory to me. While it wasn’t mentioned, I didn’t know 
anything about it until after the appointment was made; it was satis- 
factory. 

Senator Hory. Do you know what pay Mr. Jackson was to receive 


as attorney for the committee ¢ tr 
Mr. Mize. No, sir. I don’t know as the fee was stated at that time. la 
Senator Hory. I believe you mentioned that Mr. Rogers employed la 
him. it 


Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. I say Mr. Rogers. He and Mr. Hood both, I 


guess; I don’t know who he was employed by. It was alright with 


me, however. ne 
Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers, was he one of the officers of the com- M 
mittee / fi 
Mr. Mize. He was secretary. Not at that time I don't believe he it 
was, but he was a member of the committee. 
Senator Hory. A member of the committee ? at 
Mr. Mize. Yes. 
Senator Hory. All right. re 
Mr. Mize. And he was more active than, I would say, any member as 
of the committee. ol 
Senator Hory. When did he become secretary of the committee 
Mr. Mize. Senator, I couldn't tell you that. Let me see, I will try tr 
to give it as near the time as I can. Mr. John Scott left the committee 
I think over a year ago and Mr. Curtis Beasley was made acting CO 
secretary and Mr. Beasle ‘y became incapacitated and Mr. Rogers took au 
over then. 
Senator Hory. Well, now, was Mr. Scott both secretary and treas- . 
urer ¢ 


Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 
Senator Hory. When Mr. Rogers finally succeeded to this position 
did he become secretary and treasurer / 


Mr. Mize. Yes. 


Senator Hory. Can you tell us about when that was / pe 
Mr. Mize. It must have been 8 or 10 months ago, Senator. I 

wouldn’t be positive. mh 
Senator Hory. You remained as chairman of the committee ? 
Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. wl 


Senator Hory. Were you consulted as to the employment of Mr. 
Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I don’t recall that I was. 

Senator Hory. Were you advised as to what pay was to be paid him 
and what services he was to render? 
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Mr. Mize. Not until afterwards. Since then I understood it was 
to be $5.000. 

Senator Hory. You understood later that it was $5,000 ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Who was to pay that? 

Mr. Mizz. The committee, to be paid out of the funds of the com- 
mittee. 

Senator Hory. What services was Mr. Jackson to render to the 
committee in return for the $5,000 fee ¢ 

Mr. Mize. He was—even at the beginning he was very active. He 
was in sympathy with what we were trying to do and he was more or 
less with us from the beginning. 

Senator Hory. What services was he to render for the $5,000? 

Mr. Mize. Anything that we called on him to do. 

Senator Hory. What did you call on him to do? 

Mr. Mize. Well, he advised the committee; undertook to get a 
trade-mark for the Mississippi Democratic Committee after the legis- 
lature, the last session of the legislature passed an act making it un- 
lawful for any committee to claim the name of a certain party unless 
it was a legally organized committee. 

Senator Hory. Did Mr. Jackson get you a trade-mark? 

Mr. Muze. I think it is pending. I don’t know whether he got it or 
not, but it has been pending. We sent him some money. I understand 
Mr. Rogers mailed him a check and I think I mailed him one check 
for sixty-some-odd dollars, but I haven’t heard. I don’t know whether 
it has gone through or not. 

Senator Hory. Can you tell us how Mr. Jackson was employed as 
attorney ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Senator, I can’t answer that question but I know he has 
rendered services all through our tenure from the beginning. He 
assisted us in several ways in collecting contributions. We started 
out without anything at all; we were bankrupt. 

Senator Hory. How did you decide to proceed about getting con- 
tributions ? 

Mr. Mize. Oh, we just asked people. Then we had some voluntary 
contributions. Mr. Scott contacted—he did most of it at the beginning 
and I think Mr. Jackson assisted us. Mr. Lee Gainey assisted us. 

Senator Horry. Well, now, I am speaking about the time you raised 
money for the committee after the Presidential election was over in 
1948. 

Mr. Mize. That is what I had reference to. 

Senator Hory. That is what you are talking about ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hoty. Who was authorized to solicit funds—anybody in 
particular ? (canta 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; anybody could do so. We were in a receptive 
mood. 

Senator Hory. When they collected or received contributions to 
whom did they send it ? 

Mr. Mize. They sent it to the committee, to the secretar y-treasurer. 

Senator Hory. Was Mr. Rogers secretary-treasurer ? 


Mr. Mize. No, sir: at that time Mr. John Scott was 


secretary- 
treasurer, 
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Senator Hory. When he moved out later and Mr. Rogers was 
elected, the money was sent to him, was it? 

Mr. Mizxr. Yes, sir. He opened an account in the Detroit Guaranty 
& Trust Co. He was at the annual dinner a year ago, he was chairman 
of the committee, of the dinner committee, and he opened up an 
account in the Bank of Raleigh. 

Senator Hory. Ina bank in Jackson at one time ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, and the account has been there ever since. 

Senator Hory. When was that dinner held, the first Jetferson- 
Jackson dinner? 

Mr. Mize. The early part of March last year. 

Senator Hory. What is that? 

Mr. Mize. The early part of March last year. 

Senator Hory. 1950? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Hory. You did not hold any in 1949? 

Mr. Mize. We did; yessir. 

Senator Hory. When was that one held ? 

Mr. Mize. I think it was in March. 

Senator Hory. Now, at the dinner held in March 1949, did vou raise 
money at that time? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir; we did. 

Senator Hory. And that money went to the State committee / 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you send any part of the funds raised in the 
1949 dinner to the national committee / 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; we did not. 

Senator Hory. Did you send any part of the funds raised in 1950 
at the Jefferson-Jackson dinner to the national committee / 

Mr. Mize. We carried some up there, Senator, and Mr. Boyle told 
usto keep it. He said, “Use it down here.” 

Senator Hory. Do you know how much you carried ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, I don’t. 

Senator Hory. Do you know how much you raised at each dinner, 
1949 and 1950? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir: 1 don’t. 

Senator Hory. Did you hold a dinner in 1951 ? 

Mr. Mize. We did; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you know how much you raised then ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir: I don’t. 

Senator Hory. Who handled that money? 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers handled it ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Hory. For all three dinners ? 

Mr. Mize. No. The first dinner was handled by Mr. Scott. 

Senator Hory. The last two dinners by Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Mizr. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Have you ever had any report made on the receipts 
and disbursements of the committee of which you are chairman ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I have not. 

Senator Hory. Have you ever attended any meeting where an 


accounting was given of the funds received for any purpose or for 


any cause ? 
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Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Has there ever been submitted to you any statement 
showing the amounts of money received and disbursed by the com- 
mittee for any given period of time? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Has the committee ever had a meeting in which any 
‘counting was ever given by the treasurer to anybody ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir, it has not. 

Senator Hory. Who knows how much money was received and 
disbursed ? 

Mr. Mize. Well, the bank statements is the only record that we 
have, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Were all funds deposited ? 

Mr. Mize. So far as I know it was. I know that any money that 
came to me was deposited in the account. 

Senator Hory. When you carried this money to Washington did 
you carry it in the form of money or in the form of checks? 

Mr. Mize. We carried it in the form of checks. I think it was a 
draft. 

Senator Horry. What, if any, method was devised, after you had 
been given authority, to make recommendations? Who was to make 
recommendations for offices in this city ? 

Mr. Mize. Of course, Mr. Hood was the man that had to make the 
recommendations. 

Senator Hory. He was the national committeeman ? 

Mr. Mize. He was the national committeeman, but other members 
of the committee would recommend to him and then he would make 
the recommendation. 

Senator Hory. Was that the plan that you had, that the members 
of this committee, the 21 that you had se lected, they would make their 
recommendations to Mr. Hood and then he would make the recom- 
mendations to the proper agency in Washington 

Mr. Mize. No, sir, they were to make it to the secretary-treasurer. 
In other words, they would come in the office. Whenever a vacancy 
would occur in a rural route or in the post office, why, we would get 
a notice from Mr. Donaldson that this office was vacant. . 

Senator Hory. Did that come to you or to the members of the 
State committee ? 

Mr. Mize. It came to the State committee, to the secretary and he 
handled it. 

Senator Hory. Who was handling it? 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers while he was secretary and treasurer, he 
handled it and after that Mr. Be: asley. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Beasley? 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Beasley and before him, Mr. Scott. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever handle any recommendations during 
the period of Mr. Scott’s tenancy in office? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. About how many recommendations did you ask to 
be made for appointments to any sort of office during Mr. Scott's 
tenancy in office? 

Mr. Mizr. Senator, I don’t recall just when Mr. Scott left. It was 
about the beginning of the taking of the census and the first recom- 
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mendation I made he had already made the recommendation of, I 
think—sent in three names. 

Senator Hory. For what position ‘ 

Mr. Mize. One of the head positions for the Census Bureau, for the 
State and I recall that the first recommendations I made—1 don't 
remember the time, but 1 recommended Miss Louise Lacey to Mr. 
MeWhorter, who was down here interviewing the ones that had been 
recommended and Miss Lacey got the appointment. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, under the plan that you adopted did you 
make recommendations to these Government agencies or was Mr. Hood 
to make them as the national committeeman ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Hood would make them. If I wanted to recommend 
somebody I would take it up with him. 

Senator Hory. And he would make the recommendations ¢ 

Mr. Mize. And he would make the recommendations. I think may- 
be he made some himself without—1 know there were a good many 
made that I didn’t know about. 

Senator Hory. Did that continue throughout the whole term ‘ 

Mr. Mizr. Yes. 

Senator Hory. That Mr. Hood as national committeeman made rec- 
ommendations to Washington ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you and the other members of the committee 
deferred to him‘ 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Senator Hory. Do you know what pian was adopted with reference 
to filling these vacancies when you were advised that a vacancy was 
occurring ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. We would have a notice. For instane e, in the 
northern part of the State I didn’t know anybody and I don’t think 
that Mr. ye or Mr. Hood or Mr. Bee usley either knew anybody 
in the northern part of the State. Those recommendations, of course, 
prior to this were made by Congressmen. So we took it up with mem- 
bers of the committee in that part of the State and they would recom- 
mend to us who should be appointed. 

Senator Hory. When you named this committee of 21 did you give 
them authority with reference to making recommendations in that 
territory / 

Mr. Mize. Oh, yes; we called on them. 

Senator Hory. You called on them ‘ 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you adopt any plan at any of your meetings in 
which you authorized the appointment of representatives in each 
county to make recommendations, such as the appointment for various 
positions thi yn would arise in their county ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; we didn’t cover the whole State that way. We 
went to seve! ral counties and couldn't get an organization. 

Senator Hory. You had this committee of 21¢ 

Mr. Mizz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And they were consulted as to their recommenda- 
tions ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. But the final recommendation was made by Mr. 
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Mr. Mize. That is right. 

Senator Hory. What part did Mr. Rogers play in making these 
recommendations ? 

Mr. Mize. I guess he had more to do with finding out who they were 
and where they lived and so on than any member of the committee. 
My purpose was, first, to fill the position with a man or lady. The 
first was qualifications and the second I wanted to get a Democrat 
if I could and in some places we didn’t have any Democrats. 

Senator Hory. Do you know anything about what would happen 
when the vacancies occurred with reference to contacting the prospec- 
tive appointees? Who would do that? 

Mr. Mize. I think usually they contacted some member of the com- 
mittee. I never contacted one in my life. I have had numbers of 
them come to my house often from northern Mississippi. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever have any member of the committee who 
would contact somebody to come to Jackson to your home or to 
wherever you were? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did any of them confer with you with reference to 
a recommendation to Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Mize. Oh, yes. I have had numbers of them do that. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall about how many you have recom- 
mended to Mr. Hood or that he recommended to the Government ? 

Mr. Mize. During the census taking I recommended quite a few. 
because it required quite a number of them, and over in my section of 
the State, why, I knew most of the people and I could not recall how 
many, but there were quite a number. 

Senator Hory. Could you give some estimate as to about how many 
you recommended ? 

Mr. Mize. Five, 10, or 20, I expect. 

Senator Hory. Have you any idea of those you recommended ? 

Mr. Mize. I recommended Postmaster Morton, or asked Mr. Hood 
to. I recommended the postmaster at Meridian, and I suggested to 
Mr. Hood that he name the postmaster there, because it was in his 
town, and he said that he was not interested, and if I was interested 
in anybody he would be glad to recommend him, if he was, providing 
he was capable. 

So I asked him to make the appointment at Meridian. 

Senator Hory. Now, these men that you recommended there as 
postmasters, did you have a personal conference with them before you 
recommended them ? 

Mr. Mizr. I believe I did, at Meridian. 

Senator Hory. All right. Who did you recommend at Meridian? 

Mr. Mize. I recommended Mr. C. H. Sharp. 

Senator Hory. Was he appointed? 

Mr. Mize. He was appointed. 

Senator Horry. Did you have any discussion with Mr. Sharp with 
reference to making any contribution to the party ? 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir. : 

Senator Hory. Or to the committee ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You just shake your head. Please answer audibly. 

Mr. Mizr. As to the postmaster at Meridian, I had no interest. anv 
other than he was a personal and a political friend of mine. 
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Senator Horry. Yes. 

Mr. Mize. And I had made two unsuccessful attempts for chancellor 
in my district, and he was my leader in Lauderman County, and when 
I was running I did not have any money, and he contributed rather 
substantially ‘to my campaign, and I felt that I owed him a debt of 
gratitude. 

Senator Hory. Now, in the various meetings that your committee 
held, what discussion was had with reference to the policy to be 
adopted about getting contributions from prospective employees ? 

Mr. Mize. None whatever, at any of the meetings, no, sir, 

Senator Hory. Did you ever have e any discusions with Mr. Rogers, 
Mr. Hood, or any other members of the committee, with reference to 
the method to be adopted by which contributions would be raised for 
the committee ? 

Mr. Mize. Not that I recall, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Who would you say had the burden of raising the 
money for the committee, what particular man? 

Mr. Mize. I think Mr. Rogers. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. He was regarded the chief man in the raising of 
money / 

Mr. Mize. Well, anybody that wanted to make a contribution, of 
course, they could go to the office, and some of them were made to me. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers was in charge of the office? 

Mr. Mize. Yes; he was in charge of the office / 

Senator Hory. Before he became treasurer, he was active then also; 
wasn’t he? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes, sir; he was active from the beginning. 

Senator Hory. Now, what contributions were made direct to you? 
You said some were made to you. 

Mr. Mize. It will show on my bank statement. I have those state- 
ments here; I mean my personal statements. In a few instances it 

vas paid to me, and I gave my check to the committee. 

Senator Hory. Well, if a contribution was made direct to you, what 
procedure would you follow ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I would put it in the bank—— 

Senator Hory. You would put it in the bank in your name and give 
a check to them ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. To the committee ? 

Mr. Mizx. Yes, sir. There is a record, and the record shows all 
that I did. 

Senator Horny. Did you ever receive a cash contribution and de- 
liver it directly to the committee, or did you put them all in the bank 
first in your name, and then deliver the check? 

Mr. Muze. I really don’t believe I can answer that question, but my 
recollection is by check. 

Senator Hory. That you gave a check in each instance ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And the process would be to put it in your own per- 
sonal account, and then give a check? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Horry. And you sent that check to the treasurer of the com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. If somebody wanted to make a contribution, 
TI would tell them to go to the committee and make it. I have done 
that a number of times. 

Senator Hory. I am talking about the ones that were made to you. 

Mr. Mizx. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you have any idea how many contributions were 
made to you and in what amounts? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I don’t. 

Senator Hory. Who made some contributions to you? Who are 
some of the parties who made contributions to you ¢ 

Mr. Mize. To me directly ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Mize. Oh, Beaman King, I recall, made a contribution. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember the amount? 

Mr. Mizr. I think it was $50. 

Senator Hory. Was that deposited to your personal account and 
for which you would then give a check? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Could you give us any idea about how many of these 
contributions were made? 

Mr. Mizr. Senator, I could not. 

Senator Hory. I will let Mr. Flanagan proceed, the chief counsel 
of the committee. He will question you as to the details. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Mize, we would like to determine what your 
responsibilities were as chairman of this committee. 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. In our examination of the records of the commit- 
tee, we found an undated copy of a motion, setting forth the duties of 
the various officers of the committee. 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. And under the title “Secretary-treasurer,” it says: 

He will keep a record of all funds received and disbursed and will make full 
written reports of receipts and disbursements at each meeting of the State 
committee, and to the executive committee when requested. 

Now we find that one of your duties as chairman was to have access 
to all records pertaining to finances. 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever have access to any records pertaining 
to finances? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. I will tell you, Mr. Flanagan, the fact of the 
business is that I was rather inactive as the chairman. T will reluc- 
tantly admit that, but it is true. I did not give as much attention, I 
know, as I should have. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you have any records of receipts and disburse- 
ments ? 

Mr. Mize. If we did, they are in the files. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The record might show—— 

Mr. Mize. I never checked it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The record will show that they are not in the files. 

Mr. Mize. I never checked them. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In other words, you don’t know whether you have 
any record of disbursements and receipts? 
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Mr. Mize. Other than the bank records. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Other than the bank records? 

Mr. Mize. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The canceled checks? 

Mr. Mize. That is right. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Another duty of the chairman was to be custodian 
of the secretary-treasurer’s official bond. Did you ever see any official 
bond for the secretary-treasurer ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did any of you have a bond ? 

Mr. Mizz. Don Scott had one. I think, to my recollection, that he 
had one. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did any of the others, either Beasley or Rogers, 
have one? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. FLaAnacan. What happened to the bond of Scott ? 

Mr. Mize. It is supposed to be in the file. 

Mr. Fuanacan. This file? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Why didn’t Beasley or Rogers have bonds as pro- 
vided for in your bylaws? 

Mr. Mizz. Well, maybe they did not execute a bond. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you ask them to execute one? 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did anyone ever ask you to execute a bond? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I don’t think so. 

Mr. FranaGan. Regarding the method of the procedure that you 
people went through to obtain Federal patronage, I have here from 
your files a copy of a form letter that was sent to all members of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee, and this letter is dated April 28, 
1949—I won’t read the whole letter, but just the first paragraph, w hich 
says this: 

I am sure that most of you know from the press reports last Friday and 
Saturday that Judge Paul Dillon, Washington attorney and personal friend of 
President Truman, was in this office Thursday, April 21, to discuss patronage 
matters regarding our committee. At that time Chairman Mize stated that sev- 
eral members of the committee would have a conference within the next 2 weeks 
in Washington with national party leaders and the President. 

Now, what patronage matters did you or did any member of the 
committee at that time discuss with Paul Dillon ? 

Mr. Mize. The employment of—what is the date of that letter, Mr. 
Flanagan ¢ 

Mr. FLANAGAN. April 28, 1949. 

Mr. Mize. I guess that had reference to the census taking, rural- 
route mail carriers, postmasters, and many other patronage jobs for- 
merly handled by the Congressmen and Senators. 

Mr. Fianacan. Why did you have these discussions with Paul 
Dillon ? 

Mr. Mize. You say “why”? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes. 

Mr. Mize. Well, he was down here and we thought he was a good 
Democrat. 

Mr. Franacan. Did he have any official connection with any agency 
of the United States Government ? 
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Mr. Mize. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he have any official connection with the Demo- 
cratic National Committee ? 

Mr. Mize. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he have any official connection with any po- 
litical action ? 

Mr. Mize. None that I know of. 

Mr. Fianacan. Why were you discussing patronage with him, 
then ? 

Mr. Mize. Well, I understand he is pretty close to some members 
of the national committee, especially Mr. Boehm. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Is Mr. Dillon from the State of Mississippi? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Where is Mr. Dillon from? 

Mr. Mize. I think he lives in St. Louis. 

Mr. Franacan. Would you say you had him down here because 
he was close to some people on the national committee / 

Mr. Mize. I did not have him down here; he came down. 

Mr. Ftanacan. Who brought him down here? 

Mr. Mize. I couldn’t tell you that. 

Mr. Ftanacan. You don’t know how he arrived ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; he wasa friend of Mr. Hood. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He was a friend of Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Dillon have anything to do with assisting 
you people in relation to the national committee in Washington ? 

Mr. Mize. Not so far as I am concerned. I don’t know what con- 
nection Mr. Hood and Mr. Rogers had. 

Mr. FLianacan. You were chairman of the committee ? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. According to the letter, you met with Mr. Dillon. 
What did Mr. Dillon tell you at that time about patronage? 

Mr. Mize. Well, he thought that it ought to be turned over to the 
Democrats. His idea was that at the last convention the majority of 
the Democrats from Mississippi walked out of the convention and 
organized another party, and tried to elect Governor Thurmond and 
Governor Wright; and we felt, in view of the fact that they ran on a 
different ticket, that the patronage really belonged to the old regular 
Democrats. 

The Senator just awhile ago referred to President Cleveland. I 
believe he was the man who said, “To the victor belongs the spoils.” 

Mr. Franagan. Of course you knew all that without bringing 
Dillon down to tell you ? 

Mr. Mize. I couldn’t tell you how come he was down here, other 
than that letter. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did the committee, to your knowledge, pay any 
fees of any kind to Mr. Dillon? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; none that I know of. 

Mr. Firanacan. Or any expenses ? 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. He just came down here gratuitously to offer you 
advice ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. I met Judge Dillon. I believe he was a judge, 
or had been anyway, and we called him Judge Dillon. I had not met 
him until he came down here. I don’t know 
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Mr. Franacan. How many trips did he make? Was this the only 
trip he made here ? 

Mr. Mize. How is that? 

Mr. Fuanacan. How many trips did he make to Jackson to confer 
with you people / 

Mr. Mize. Well, he was down here three or four times that I know 
of, and sometimes I didn’t see him. 

Mr. FuanacGan. With whom did he confer ? 

Mr. Mize. I heard he was in Meridian, maybe once, twice, three 
times, that I did not see him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Do you know Mr. Glenn Boehm ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Who is Mr. Glenn Boehm ? 

Mr. Mize. I did not know Mr. Boehm until I got to going to Wash- 
ington. I think I met Mr. Boehm the first trip I went to Washington. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What was Mr. Boehm’s business in Washington ? 

Mr. Mize. He was an industrial consultant, so I understood. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And under what circumstances did you meet Mr. 
Boehm ? 

Mr. Mize. I went there with Mr. Hood and Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Why did you go to see Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Mize. Well, I think Mr. Hood had known Mr. Boehm for 
quite a while, and I went with him. 

Mr. Fuianacan. Did you confer with Mr. Boehm on political 
matters ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did you confer about? 

Mr. Mize. About patronage. 

Mr. Fianacan. Well, exactly what types of patronage did you dis- 
cuss with Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Mize. Oh, just generally. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you ask him about post-office jobs? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know if we specified post-office jobs. All jobs, 
all Federal jobs, that had formerly been handled by the Senators 
and the Congressmen, we felt they wasn’t entitled to this patron- 
age, and that we could use it to rebuild and further the interests of the 
regular Democratic Party in Mississippi. 

Mr. Firanacan. How was Mr. Boehm going to help you get this 
patronage ? 

Mr. Mizz. He knew those fellows up there. 

Mr. Fianacan. Who did he know? 

Mr. Mize. Apparently he knew Mr. Morgan quite well, Mr. Cara- 
way, Mr. Bob Moore. 

Mr. Fianacan. Bob Moore? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Is that Bob Moore of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Mizer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Who else did he know? 

Mr. Mize. He was right well known, and acquainted, up there, 
apparently with all of them connected with the committee that I come 
in contact with. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he have any official connection with the Demo- 
cratic National Committee? 
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Mr. Mize. I know this, if he did, I don’t know, or I didn’t know 
it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he have any official connection with any agen- 
cies of the Government ? 

Mr. Mizr. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Franacan. Where is Mr. Boelim from ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I couldn’t tell you. 

Mr. Fianacan. Would he happen to be from St. Louis, Mo. ? 

Mr. Mize. I have heard that he was. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He is not from Mississippi 4 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Now, why were you as representatives of the Mis- 
sissippi Democratic Committee conferring about patronage with Mr. 
Glenn Boehm, of St. Louis, Mo. ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I think he is living in Washington. 

Mr. FranaGan. Well, St. Louis and Washington. 

Mr. Mize. He had an office there. 

Mr. Fuanacan. A lot of people have oflices in Washington, but 
people don’t go and talk patronage with them all. 

Mr Mize. We used his office, after I met him he was a very 
likeable fellow, and I felt free to talk to him, as free as I would any- 
body in Mississippi. 

Mr. FranaGan. He was sort of an adviser? 

Mr. Mize. He could get contacts for us, and get hotel reservations, 
and get airplane reservations; of course, | don’t use them, but the 
others did; I rode on the train. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What kind of contacts could he make for you? 

Mr. Mize. He would make appointments. Maybe we would call 
him from here to get us an appointment with Mr. Boyle, or Mr. 
Caraway. 

Mr. FranaGan. Couldn't you call Mr. Boyle, as chairman of the 
committee ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Well—— 

Mr. Fianacan. As chairman of the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee, without operating through a third person ? 

Mr. Mize. We called him, and we would find out whether they 
would be in town or not, and he would call us back and say we could 
not see them until Friday. 

Mr. FiranaGan. But you could have found out the same thing by 
calling ¢ 

Mr. Mize. We could have. 

Mr. Furanacan. Why did you use Boehm? That is what we 
trying to determine. 

Mr. Mize. Well, we thought we would be more likely to get the en- 
gagements and appointments. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Do you mean Boehm was closer to people on the 
national committee than you were / 

Mr. Mize. I expect so; I don’t know. 

Mr. Firanacan. But you thought so? 

Mr. Mizr. I was not so close to him. I went up there to see him 
several times, not nearly as many times as the others did. The only 
purpose I had in going up there was to see if I could do anything in 
getting assistance to further the interests of the Democratic Party in 
Mississippi, and get it back in the Democratic column. 
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Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever use Mr. Boehm for any other type of 
work up there for your committee, other than for contacting men on 
the ns National Committee? 

Mr. Mize. I did not get that question. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever use Mr. Boehm for any other type 
of work in Washington, other than for contacting people on the 
Democratic National Committee ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. On one occasion I spoke to him about a man 
living here in Jackson who had a claim against the Government, 
George Messales, I believe his name was, and asked him if he could 
handle it, and he said that he could not. I asked him if he could refer 
me to an attorney who could, and he said he could. 

When I came back this man came to see me and I told him to write 
Mr. Boehm, or call him, or get in contact with him, and he would put 
him in contact with an attorney, which he did. 

Mr. Frianacan. Did you ever contact him on any other matter ?/ 

Mr. Mize. Me personally ? 

Mr. Fuian - AN. Or your committee, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever use him to contact Government agen- 
cies in Washington ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; T never did. 

Mr. FranaGan. You did not? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever reimburse Mr. Boehm for his services 
rendered to this committee? 

Mr. Mize. I did not; no, sir. 

Mr. FianacGan. Do you know whether or not he was reimbursed 
by the committee? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know whether he was or not. 

Mr. Fianacan. You don’t know whether any checks were paid 
to him. 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. FianaGan. Have you ever heard that any checks were paid to 
him ? 

Mr. Mize. I think since this came up Mr. Rogers mentioned a $1,500 
check, but as to the details, I don’t know one thing in the world about 
them. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Rogers mentioned to you that he gave $1,500 to 
Glenn Boehm, of Washington ? 

Mr. Mizz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanAGan. For services rendered ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. You were chairman of the committee. What were 
the services ? 

Mr. Mize. AsT said, he was always willing to do anything we asked 
him to do, and get us in contact with members of the committee. 

Mr. Frianacan. In other words, you were paying him as a contact 
man in Washington ? 

Mr. Mize. Well, if you want to call it that, I guess that it what 
it is. 

The best way I can explain it, we used his office, and I think the 
other members of the committee maybe used the services of his sten- 
ographer in writing letters, and things of that kind, I don’t know. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. You don’t really know what you paid him for, 
except probably for this contact ! 

Mr. Mize. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Mize, prior to the time that charges were made 
of job selling in the State of Mississippi by the two Senators from 
Mississippi, did you ever have any complaints of job selling down here 
that came to your attention / 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Fianacan. Will you explain that to the committee ? 

Mr. Mizz. There was a post office down here on the coast, possibly 
Mississippi City. I won’t say, it might have been some other town 
down there along the coast. The report came to me that a post office 
had been sold down there, and the charges were made by a man by 
the name of, so I understood, I believe his name was Henry Monroe. 

Mr. Franacan. Henry Monroe ! 

Mr. Mizr. I believe so. Now, I won't be positive about that. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Was he the man who made the charge ¢ 

Mr. Mize. That is the way it came to me. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who brought the charge to you / 

Mr. Mize. I couldn’t tell you that. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What was the charge, that the post office had been 
sold at Mississippi City ? 

Mr. Mize. That the post office had been sold at Mississippi City. 
We were going to Washington sometime after that, I didn’t pay any 
attention to the ¢ harge, and this fellow was an applicant for the post 
office, and I understood that he thought somebody else had been 
recommended, so we went around to see, we went to the Postmaster 
General’s office. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who was with you? You say “we.” 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers and, I don’t know, Mr. Jackson might have 
been. I believe he was. 

So we went around there, and I forget the gentleman’s name, but he 
dug up a file on it. 

Mr. FuanaGan. He was an official of the Post Office Department ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir; he was an assistant. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Was it Mr. Lawler? 

Mr. Mize. No; it was not. Call off those names. It was a “Mac” 
something or other. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Well, in any event it was a postal official ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. All right. What did you tell him? 

Mr. Mize. Will you let me explain? 

Mr. Franacan. Yes: go ahead. 

Mr. Mizz. So he dug up the file. Mr. Rogers said that this man 
had been recommended, that the office here recommended this man who 
was making the complaint. 

So they dug up the file, and this Assistant Postmaster General, there 
was a letter there that he had written to our office appointing this man 
who had made these complaints. It had been delayed because it was 
nearly Christmas, and it had been delayed for about 30 or 40 days, 
and doubtless the fellow got impatient, and he had not been ree- 
ommended yet, he was ¢ harging somebody with selling jobs. 

Well, they asked me what to do about it, and I told him, I said, 
“Well, IT had not heard about it until a few days ago, but,” I says, “since 
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he has made those charges, and since he has been recommended, and 
since the recommendation has gone through, since you have written 
this letter, certainly he had not paid anything, so far as I am con- 
cerned I would rather see somebody else get it.’ 

He said, “What would you suggest ?” 

Someone in the post office, I guess they got an assistant down there, 
and, I don’t know, I think maybe somebody else was recommended. 

Mr. Fuanacan. When was this that you discussed this matter with 
the postal officials ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Oh, that was—— 

Mr. Fianac+n. Approximately when ? 

Mr. Mize. « velieve it was just after the holidays. 

Mr. Franacan. Last year? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanaGan. 1950 or 19514 

Mr. Mize. 1951. 

Mr. Franacan. Were there any complaints, to your knowledge, of 
job selling prior to that time? 

Mr. Mize. Oh, I think maybe I had heard of some, I don’t know. 

Mr. FiranaGan. Did you ever check up on it ! 

Mr. Mize. I tried to. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did youdo? What check did you make? 

Mr. Mize. I made some inquiries. I knew that they had not offered 
me any money. 

Mr. Franacan. Specifically what complaint was made of job selling 
prior to that? 

Mr. Mize. Well, I did not make any investigations to amount to 
anything. I did not think it was so— 

Mr. Franacan. Did you hear rumors that jobs were being sold? 

Mr. Mize. I heard rumors. I have heard them for 40 years. 

Mr. Franacan. You were chairman of the committee. Now, why 
didn’t you check ? 

(No answer. ) 

Mr. Fuanacan. Why was Mr. Beasley removed as secretary-treas- 
urer ¢ 

Mr. Mizr. Well, sir, Mr. Beasley had been drinking pretty heavily 
for several months, and I went down into the office, I did not come 
over here, sometimes it would be 10 days before I would come over, 
but prior to this particular day I discovered at times that he was 
incapacitated. 

Well, I went in there on this particular day and he was not in 
there, and he followed me in, and his wife was right behind him, and 
he was well loaded, and did not know whether he was in Jackson or 
some pl wwe e ‘Ise. 

I turned to his wife and I said, “Mr. Beasley can’t come back in 
here.” Itold his wife that. 

I says, “Now, it is unfortunate, but if I were you I would send him 
to Whitefield”—that is where they treat them in Rankin County, the 
State hospital—so I helped to get him out and got him down on the 
street, and she put him in the car and, I don’t know, the next day there 
was a private institution, and 3 or 4 days later they carried him to the 
hospital. 

Mr. Franacan. When was this? 

Mr. Mizr. How is that ? 
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Mr. Franacan. When did this take place ¢ 

Mr. Mize. It was before Mr. Rogers took over. About 7 or 8 months 
ago. 

Mr. FLanacan. Last summer some time? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Prior to this incident which you just related did 
you or any of the committee have any discussions about Mr. Beasley 
with the Post Office officials in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I didn’t. I wasn’t up there on that trip. I think it was 
discussed. 

Mr. Fuan. " AN. What was the discussion / 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know; I wasn’t there. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did you hear about it? 

Mr. Mize. Well, I heard that they had some charge up there against 
him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who had charges against him? 

Mr. Mize. That some papers had been sent into the Postmaster 
General. 

Mr. Fianagan. What did the papers say? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know. I didn’t read them. 

Mr. Furanacan. Was he charged with selling jobs? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know. I would hate to make this statement 
because it would be hearsay. I know what one of them told me that 
they told him and I don’t want to rely on somebody else. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You were chairman of the committee, Mr. Mize, 
and here is the secretary-treasurer who was being charged with some- 
thing in the Post Office Department. 

Mr. Mizr. At least I understood that there was a complaint made 
up there that a job had been sold and when they looked at the affidavit 
and when the man was appointed was long before we took over. Who 
the man was I don’t know. It was none of my business and I didn't 
inquire. 

Mr. Franacan. At that time did the Post Office suggest to you or 
to representatives of your committee that Mr. Beasley be removed 
from handling the patronage in this area? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know whether it was suggested to Mr. Hood and 
Mr. Rogers or not. I couldn’t tell you. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did they suggest it? 

Mr. Mize. Not to me. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You don't know é 

Mr. Mize. No, I don’t know. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Was your patronage stopped at that time until 
was straightened out? 

Mr. Mize. No. Mr. Beasley, after he was carried to the hospital, he 
had no further official connection with the office. 

Mr. FLanaGan. This incident in Washington was before he was 
carried to the hospital 

Mr. Mize. That is right. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Mr. Mize, the chairman was asking you a while ago 
about what knowledge you had of any arrangements for legal fees to 
be paid to Forrest Jackson. 

Senator Munpr. Before vou leave this subject of the secretary I 
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would like to ask, after Mr. Beasley was removed from office you then 
appointed Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Munpt. You made that appointment yourself ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Immediately or after? 

Mr. Mize. Well, he just kind of took over. That was all right. We 
had the change in ‘the bank account at the dinner a year ago and, as I 
said, the contributions that I got, what few I got. I deposited them in 
the Guaranty Deposit & Trust Co. 

Senator Munpr. You appointed him? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, 1 appointed him. Nobody else knew how to run it. 
I wasn't going to stay over here and run it, so I just left it up to him. 

Senator Munpr. About what date did you appoint him? 

Mr. Mizr. I couldn't tell you, Senator. 

Senator Munpt. It must have been early in 1951, according to 
this. 

Mr. Mize. It very likely was. 

Senator Munpr. I am talking about your secretary, Mr. John Scott. 
When did he quit ¢ 

Mr. Mize. The first time I met him—— 

Senator Munpr. No, when did he quit ? 

Mr. Mize. That must have been—well, that was right after we 
started appointing the census takers. I don't know when, That must 
have been in the early part of last year. 

Senator Munpr. Early part of 1950? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And how did he quit? Did he voluntarily resign 
or did you formally remove him / 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. I asked him for the bank books and they were 
gone. 

Senator Munpt. Where to? 

Mr. Mize. I said I asked him for the bank books. Of course, I was 
going to ask him to tender his resignation and we discussed it and 
he said that he would. 

Senator Munpr. Why were you going to ask him to resign? Was 
he also too close to John Barleycorn? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir, that was it. 

Senator Munpr. Where is he now ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Is he in the hospital ? 

Mr. Mize. I couldn’t tell you. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t know where he is? 

Mr. Mizz. No. 

Senator Munpr. How is it you asked him to resign? What was the 
reason ¢ 

Mr. Mize. We had a good deal of trouble with him, Senator. There 
would be contributions made and at that time I was trying to keep up 
with it when I was able to and later I got sick, so I had no one. A 
lot of checks came in on a bank account—in other words, the best I 
remember that we took up a collection to buy a float for the parade, 
for a thousand dollars. Some of the fellows chipped in $200, $150, 
and $100, We made that up and I told John, I said, “Now, this money 
goes in a special fund; in other words, not to be checked on.” 


ee ae a 


Amy - 4 


JZ 


n 


~~ Ts. a a 


=> = 


% 
* 
4 
£ 





ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 27 


The first thing I knew they had called on us, this concern that built 
the float, for the money, for the thousand dollars and we didn’t have 
it. It had been checked out. Checks began to come in and come in, so 
that is the one time I got it, because I personally guaranteed to pay 
the thousand dollars and I got out here around among my friends and 
got up the thousand dollars and I think I sent that direct myself. So 

ie couldn’t keep the books right and he was drinking a whole lot. 
And then after he left checks ‘kept coming in; and he ‘would borrow 
some money. Me and Mr. Rogers took care of some of them. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever take any legal steps to recover the 
thousand dollars ? 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You just fired him? 

Mr. Mizz. Yes. We just took our medicine and let it go. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Mize, as I started to say, the chairman asked 
you some questions about what authorization was given to Mr. Forrest 
Jackson, the attorney for the organization. W hile I understand you 
did not give them authorization, you had no objection to him acting 
as attorney ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Mr. Furanacan. And the agreed fee was how much ? 

Mr. Mize. I understood $5,000. 

Mr. Firanacan. Have any payments been made? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. Mr. Rogers tells me that he has paid him—I 
don’t remember just what he told me: something over $2,000. 

Mr. FLuanacan. Something over $2,000 ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you have any part in paying him that fee? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Fan. Co AN. None whatsoever ? 

Mr. Mizz. No. Mr. Rogers had the pocketbook. 

Mr. FiuanaGan. You are absolutely certain now that you had noth 
ing whatsoever to do with the payment of that fee to Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Would it refresh your recollection if I point out 
that there is a note at the Bank of Mount Olive, signed by Mr. Forrest 
Jackson, a note dated December 15, 1950, in the sum of $2,500, in which 
Mr. Rogers is a cosigner and you are a cosigner and the note is a note 
of the committee? Do you recollect signing that note 4 

Mr. Mize. I don’t recollect signing that note. 

Mr. FLannaGan. You had something to do with it ? 

Mr. Mize. It was not of the committee. That was a personal note. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What was the note for? 

Mr. Mize. Well, really, I couldn’t tell you that. 

Mr. Firanacan. You signed it, cosigned it ? 

Mr. Mize. 1 know it, yes, sir; I signed the note. Mr. Rogers and 
Mr. -‘ackson had already, I think, signed it before I did. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Who asked you to sign it ? 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. Firanacan. Did he tell you he wanted the note to borrow on it / 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Do you go around signing notes, cosigning $2, a 
notes without knowing for what purpose the money is to be used / 

Mr. Mize. I have done it. 
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Mr. Fuanagan. And you never even asked what it was for? 

Mr. Mize. Well, I have signed I don’t know how many, to my sor- 
row. A man would come to me and ask me to sign a note. I have 
got some now that are 20 years old. I have some over at the Farmers 
& Merchants Bank now that I signed for people, about $3,600 worth. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you recall ‘the amount of this note? 

Mr. Mizz. What? 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you recall the amount of this note? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. It was $2,500. 

Mr. Mize. Something like that. 

Mr. Fianacan. Who was going to get the $2,500, do you know? 

Mr. Mize. I didn’t get that. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you know who was going to get it? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. I thought it was a personal note. 

Mr. Furanagan. You thought it was Jackson’s personal note? 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Or Rogers’ personal note? 

Mr. Muze. He told me that he wanted me to sign that note, me and 
Forrest sign it. 

Mr. Firanacan. Were you ever called on to pay that note? 

Mr. Mize. No. I don’t know if it was paid or not. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The records do show that it was paid out of the 
deposits of the Mississippi Democratic committee. 

Mr. Mizz. Maybe that was the fee that was paid to Forrest Jackson. 
I don’t know how the fee was aid. I know there was a note. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You didn’t know it was for a legal fee, did you? 

Mr. Mize. I didn’t pay it. 

Mr. FuanaGan. I say you didn’t know that that note was for a legal 
fee at the time you signed it? You testified to that. 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You didn’t know what it was for? 

Mr. Mize. I didn’t know what it was for. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Is this the first time you heard of the note? 

Mr. Mize. If Forrest Jackson came to me today and asked me to sign 
«a note and the bank would take it, for $5,000, I would sign it. I 
wouldn’t know what he was going to do with it. 

Mr. Fianacan. Is this the first time you heard that this note was 
paid out of the funds of the Mississippi Democratic committee ? 

Mr. Mize. I didn’t know how it was to be paid, but I know Mr. 
Jackson told me that it had been for part of his fee. 

Mr. Fianacan. But you didn’t know how it had been paid? 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Mize, at any time in the last year have you 
made any efforts personally to obtain control of OPS patronage in 
Mississippi ¢ 

Mr. Mizr. Mr. Balen has asked me for my files. my personal files. 
I told him that I rarely ever keep a copy of a letter. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You don’t have any files, in other words? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t have any files. I know what you have reference 
to. I was going home—my daughter goes home every Friday after- 
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did not right then. Later on she said, “Yes, that I wrote her a letter, 
that the thing is on your stationery. I don’t remember when it was, 
but I copied a letter that Uncle Colbert brought over here recommend- 
ing Mr. Mar ion Adams and somebody else in the event that price con- 
trol went on. 

So Mr. Bellino asked me to look through my files and see if I could 
find a copy of the letter. Well, I did and I could not. Two or three 
days ago I ran into Mr. Dudley down here and asked him if I gave 
him a copy of the letter. And he said that he didn’t remember it, but 
he thought I did and he would see if he could find it. 

Mr. Fianacan. In any event, without going through all the detail, 
you did write to Acey Caraway, who was then on the national com- 
mittee, and asked him about the possibility of getting OPS patronage 
in this area, did you not? 

Mr. Mize. I did. Mr. Dudley got the letter. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Let us see the letter. 

Mr. Mize. We haven't seen the letter yet, I mean the copy that Mr. 
Dudley got. 

Mr. Fianacan. We will put this in the record, Mr. Mize. 

Mr. Mize. That is all right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. This is a letter dated July 29, 1950, addressed to 
Acey Caraway, of the national Democratic executive committee, and 
signed “Frank F. Mize”. 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

(The letter referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 1° and will 
be found in the appendix on p. 565.) 

Mr. Franacan. Was anything ever accomplished along the line of 
getting OPS patronage for your committee here? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. Nothing except Mr. W. es Byrd was ap pointed 
on my recommendation through Mr. Hood. I don’t know what you 
eall it. Anyway, the head of it. 

Mr. Franacan. He is State director of OPS? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you have any discussions or do you know 
whether any other members of your committee had any discussions 
concerning the setting up of these county rationing boards in this 
state ? 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir, not about setting up rationing boards. no, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you ever hear that your committee or revre- 
sentatives of your committee were going around the State interview- 
ing or undertaking such activities? 

Mr. Mize. I heard that there was somebody going around. I don’t 
know whether that was true or not, but they were not authorized by 
me as head of the committee. , 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever authorize anybody to do that ? 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir. 

Mr. FLranaGan. But you have heard that it was being done ? 

Mr. Mizr. I heard it and after IT heard it I asked Miss Laverne Yel- 
verton to let me see a copy of the letter that went out, and I gave you 
T guess you all have that copy of the letter. 

Mr. Franacan. A copy of what letter that went out ? 

Mr. Mizr. A letter that was written—how it was dated. but the first 
I heard of it some gentleman from either Monticello or Purvis called 
me over the telephone and asked me about the letter. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. Who was the gentleman ? 

Mr. Mize. What? 

Mr. Firanacan. Who was the gentleman? 

Mr. Mize. I forget his name. I told him I don’t know anything in 
the world about it. 

Senator Munpr. Who signed that letter, Mr. Mize? 

Mr. Mize. My understanding was that it was signed by the Mis- 
sissippi Democratic Committee by Miss Laverne Yelverton. It is 
further my understandjng that Mr. Forrest Jackson dictated the 
letter. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did that have to do—or what did that have 
to say about OPS rationing in the county ? 

Mr. Mize. I scanned it over and I told this man who called me over 
the phone that if a man got a letter, I guess it speaks for itself. So, 
I read the letter and the letter was—the w ay I took it was authoriz- 
ing these fellows to visit the various counties and select contact men. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Contact men for what ? 

Mr. Mizr. I don’t know. I imagine, the way I understood it, he 
was going to try to organize the State. 

Mr. FranaGan. Organize it in what way? 

Mr. Mize. Well, to further the interest, have contact men in every 
county. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Were you going to set up an OPS organization in 
every county ? 

Mr. Mizxr. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. What did it have to do with OPS? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know. I don’t think it said anything about OPS; 
did it,in the letter? I don’t know. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. I was asking a question about OPS; and, as far 
as you know, he was talking about this letter ? 

Mr. Mize. So far as I know, there wasn’t anything said—so far as 
I am concerned, anyway—about any organization to set up OPS offices 
in the State of Mississippi. I would, of course, prefer that any ageucy 
be composed of people who are friendly with the administration, and 
don’t understand me to say I have got a thing in the world against 
any man for voting as he pleases. If he wants to be a Republican, 
there are plenty wood Republicans. If he wants to be a States’ Rights, 
all right; but 1am a Democrat and I can’t help it. 

Mr. Franacan. That is all fine, Mr. Mize, but in response to some 
of my questions you started to say that you had heard complaints, 
or that you had complaints that OPS jobs were being sold. Then 
when that came up you said you found that letters were being sent 
out. What did the letters have to do with OPS jobs being sold / 

Mr. Mize. I don’t understand there were any complaints. 

Mr. Franacan. When did these complaints start to come in? 

Mr. Mize. I think they started after this resolution was introduced. 
They have heard it; it has been in all the papers. 

Mr. Fuanacan. As chairman of the committee, wouldn’t you take 
it upon yourself to check these complaints about your representatives ? 

Mr. Mize. No, because it came to a head right away, and I saw this 
letter. I didn’t see anything in the letter that indicated it was an 
OPS set-up. 

Mr. Franacan. The letter is a very short one, and we can read it 
and put it in the record. It is only a paragraph, but this one happens 
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to be addressed to Mr. H. L. Phares. It is dated February 19, 1951, 
and is signed by the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

(The letter referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 2” and follows:) 

ExHIpBit No. 2 

DEAR Mr. PHARES: We have been advised by our mutual good friend, R. F. 
Brashier, that you are willing to cooperate with us in the effort to rebuild and 
rejuvenate the Democratic Party in Mississippi, and we are grateful for the 
work and help you have already done. We trust that you will give us all infor- 
mation and proper advice with reference to all matters of political importance 
in your section of the State. We will be calling on you from time to time for 
suggestions, counsel and advice in connection with all matters there. 

Who is Mr. R. F. Brashier ? 

Mr. Mize. He is a gentleman that lives down in Brookhaven. | 
believe it is Brookhaven or Hazelhurst, somewhere down in southern 
Mississippi. 

Mr. Frianacan. Is he on the payroll or is he just a loyal party 
worker ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know whether Mr. Rogers had any agreement to 
pay him or not. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You don’t know what arrangements he might have 
had? 

Mr. Mizr. No: I don't. 

Mr. Franacan. And you say that you thought that this letter 
had something to do with OPS? 

Mr. Mize. I guess it could. Of course, as I told this fellow over 
the telephone, it speaks for itself. 

Mr. FLanacan. It is quite possible, isn’t it, that these men that 
received these letters had been told that they would have the right 
to name the OPS county rationing board ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Mr. Franacan. You never heard that ? 

Mr. Mize. I was not present at any of the conversations. 

Mr. Franacan. What was this man complaining about that called 
you from Purvis or Monticello? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You don’t know what he was complaining about ? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t hear you. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You don’t know what he was complaining about at 
the time ¢ 

Mr. Mize. He wanted to know about the letter. I don’t know 
whether he received the letter or whether Brashier or somebody else 
carried it there. He asked me “What about the letter?” And I said, 
“The letter speaks for itself, the letter explains itself. I don’t know 
anything in the world about it,” and I didn’t. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did this man say anything about OPS? 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. He did not mention OPS? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t think he did. He may have. 

Mr. FianaGan. He could have, but you don’t remember ? 

Mr. Mize. He could have, but I don’t remember about it. 

Mr. Frianacan. I have no further questions. 

Senator Munpt. Who is Mrs. Dudley? 

Mr. Mize. She is the stenographer in the office here. 

Senator Munpr. What? 
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Mr. Mizr. Stenographer in the office. 

Senator Munpr. That is all I have. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan, any questions? 

Senator McCietian. Mr. Mize, this committee that is set up is 
known as the Mississippi Democratic Committee; is that correct 

Mr. Mize. That is correct; yes, sir. 

Senator McCietnan. Was it set up under any statute of the State 
of Mississippi ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. I think, Senator, it is kind of like the news- 
papers have always said about it. It is a kind of rump committee. 

Senator McCietitan. What kind? 

Mr. Mize. Rump committee. It has been referred to as a rump 
committee. I don’t know whether it has any legal status or not. 

Senator McCuettan. You don’t know whether it is legitimate or 
illegitimate ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I don’t 

Senator McCLetLan. What was the purpose of setting it up. 

Mr. Mize. Well, the way I felt about it, that after the delegation 
walked out of the convention at Philadelphia we ought to have some 
organization to operate in the State and to try to hold and rebuild 
the Democratic Party, because this is a Democratic State and at that 
time to the present time our Governor and I think the Members of 
Congress and the Senators 

Senator McCriettan. You do have a State law, don’t you, pro- 
viding how these committees shall be set up on a legal basis? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. Senator, I will tell you how it was, the reason it 
could not be done. 

Senator McCietian. You mean it could not be done legally ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I don’t think so. 

Senator McCiettan. Then you decided to do it illegally? 

Mr. Mize. I will tell you. 

Senator McCue tan. Yes. 

Mr. Mize. There are about five or six hundred precincts in the 
State of Mississippi that President Truman did not get the first 
vote. 

Senator McCiettan. How many? 

Mr. Mizr. I think about five or six hundred. There are about 1,700 
in the State. 

Senator McCLe.ian. Lrrespective of that, this committee is not a 
legal committee under the law of the State of Mississippi; is it? 

Mr. Mize. Well, Senator, I can’t say. 

Senator McCiectan. Are you a lawyer? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. I am expressing considerable doubt. 

Senator McCLettan. Would you give this committee the benefit 
of your legal opinion? 

Mr. Mize. I will express a doubt that it is legally set up. 

Senator McCiettan. You express a doubt ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir, but the same thing happens with the Republi- 
can Party. We have two Republican Parties in tlie State and— 

Senator McCietian. I am not questioning that. I am trying to 
determine the activities of this committee. mone I want to know is 
whether you had any legal status whatsoever, or if you undertook 
to comply with the State law in organizing it ne in setting it up? 

Mr. Mize. It is at least a de facto office. 
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Senator McCiertan. The purpose of it, you say, primarily was 
to try to rebuild and reconstruct the Democratic Party in this State? 

Mr. Mize. That is what we are trying to do. 

Senator McCierian. When was it that you conceived the idea to 
use it for patronage purposes and for the disposal of jobs? When 
did you conceive that ? 

Mr. Mize. Just as soon as the inauguration was over. 

Senator McCLetian. Just as soon as the inauguration was over? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator McCiettan. At your meetings, did you discuss the mat- 
ter of disposing of jobs and patronage throughout the State? 

Mr. Mizz. At some we did; yes, sir. Lots of times we couldn't get 
any information. 

Senator McCietian. How did you, as chairman of the committee, 
determine to handle the patronage ? 

Mr. Mize. Called on members of the committee where we didn't 
know, especially in the northern part of the State. Several com- 
mitteemen up there rendered us assistance on it. 

Senator McCietnan. I wonder how you handled it here in Mis- 
sissippi with reference to dispensing these jobs? Did you discuss it 
and what plans did you have? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir; we discussed it. 

Senator McCieiian. All right, what was you plan? 

Mr. Mize. Our plan was to use patronage in a legitimate way to fur- 
ther the interests of the Democratic Party in Mississippi. 

Senator McCretian. In that connection, was there any discussion 
by committee or by your attorney or anyone whom you employed or 
who acted for you in this capacity with reference to disposing of jobs 
in exchange for contributions to your committee ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; not in any discussions. None by me, ever. 

Senator McCiernan. When did this come up, if it was not in your 
committee meetings? Where did you discuss it? 

Mr. Mize. About exchanging jobs for contributions? 

Senator McCietian. Yes. 

Mr. Mizr. It was never mentioned by anybody. 

Senator McCretian. It was never mentioned by anybody 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. Well, where was it mentioned ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Well, I think every member of the committee would take 
contributions without any condition or precedent. 

Senator McCietian. Here is what I am trying to determine: Was 
there any discussion of it, either in committee meeting or at any other 
time, between those of you who instigated this organization or this 
committee as to how vou were going to handle patronage with refer- 
ence to the citizenship of Mississippi, not how you were going to get 
it from Washington, but how you were going to dispose of it here in 
Mississippi ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. First, as I stated to the chairman, the first 
would be the qualifications, and the second, if they were Democrats, 
if we could find a Democrat. 

I had this post office down there, Morton, he was a Dixiecrat but a 
mighty good friend of mine. By the way, he was the only one that 
has been confirmed by the Senate. He was a good friend of mine. 
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Senator McCietian. Who was authorized by your committee to 
receive contributions ¢ 

Mr. Mizz. All of us were authorized to receive contributions. 

Senator McCLettan. You were all authorized to receive them; is 
that right ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCuiertan. Who was authorized to promise the patron- 
age ¢ 

Mr. Mizz. Nobody. 

Mr. McCietian. To promise jobs? 

Mr. Mize. Nobody could promise a job. Mr. Hood was—— 

Mr. McCuetnan. Was anybody authorized by you or the executive 
committee, or your State committee, to promise jobs or positions to 
people over the State ? 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir. 

Mr. McCe.ian. If someone went around over the State making 
such representations, then you say you did not authorize it? 

Mr. Mize. I certainly did not. 

Mr. McCiexxian. Did you know about it? 

Mr. Mize. I certainly did not. 

Mr. McCtetxian. Do you now know about it ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. McCuetran. You have no information on that whatsoever ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. I have heard that somebody was going to spill 
the beans. { Laughter. | 

Mr. McCuietian. And you are waiting for the beans to be spilled 
before you talk; is that it ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Well, I haven’t got any beans in that basket. There cer- 
tainly wasn’t any authority from me. 

Mr. McCietnan. And according to you it did not happen, so far as 
you know? 

Mr. Mize. So far as I know. 

Mr. McCuie.uan. In these instances where you received contribu- 
tions, where you received them personally, did they in turn receive 
an appointment ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. McCietian. To any position ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Mr. McCietian. Will you make a list 

Mr. Mizz. Now, I don’t believe—I remember one boy up here at 
Calhoun City; he did not make a contribution; his wife sent a check 
for $25 later on, so I understand. 

Mr. McCreixian. Will you make a list for the committee and file it, 
of the names of those who made contributions to you, directly to you, 
that you handled, the amounts of those contr ibutions, and also indicate 
whether any of those who contributed to or through you received 
a Federal appointment to any position ? 

Mr. Mize. I will. 

Mr. McCretxan, Will you prepare that and submit it to the com- 
inittee ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I certainly will, and part of it will be by memory. I 
brought my checks. May I carry these checks back with me and make 
a list? I brought my bank account with all the canceled checks here. 
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Mr. McCietian. Well, I did not know that they had ordered you 
to bring your checks in, but I now understand that they have. I do 
not know whether they had had an opportunity to examine them yet 
or not. 

Mr. Firanacan. We have not had the opportunity to examine them 
all; we have examined a very few of them. 

Mr. McCretxan. I am sure that the checks will be made available 
to you for the purpose of helping you to remember, but I should like 
a list of the contributions made to you, the name of the parties, the 
amounts, and how many of them have received any Federal appoint- 
ments since the checks were given. 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McCietian. I would like to have that, if you will, please. 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McCietxian. That is all the questions I have. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Franacan. One further question here. Do you happen to have 
any idea of the amount of funds collected by your organization since 
its inception in 1948? 

Mr. Mizr. Do I what? 

Mr. Franacan. Do you happen to have any idea of the amount 
of funds collected by your organization, either from straight contribu- 
tions or from Jackson Day dinners, since its creation in 1948? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir: I have not, Mr. Flanagan, other than what the 
bankbooks would reflect. 

Mr. Franacan. But you have no independent recollection of the 
amount of money you collected / 

Mr. Mizr. No. As I stated, I did not give as much attention as I 
should have, I know, but I just trusted to Mr. Rogers, as secretary, 
when he was secretary, and Beasley when he was secretary. 

Mr. Franacan. To your knowledge has your organizi ition sent any 
money to the Democratic National Committee since its inception, other 
than the amount you have discussed previously ? 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir: they told us 

Mr. Fianacan. Has your organization contributed to any political 
campaign since its inception ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I could not tell you that, siz 

Mr. FianaGan. You don’t know‘ 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What did you do with the money / 

Mr. Mize. Yes; I made some personal contributions. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I am not talking about personal contributions, I am 
talking about contributions of Mississippi Democratic Committee 
money. 

Mr. Mizr. None that I know of. 

Mr. Firanacan. What did you do with the money ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Well, some is in the bank now. 

Mr. Fuanacan. It is a very small amount. 

Mr. Mize. We made lots of trips to Washington; that is, Mr. Jack- 
son, Mr. Hurd, and Mr. Rogers; and I made several myself. They 
asually went by plane, which is more costly, and they stayed longer 
than I did. 

Then our telephone bills ryn anywhere from $150 to $250 a month, 
or did, when we had the patronage. 
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Mr, Fianacan. You had headquarters with your committee in 
Mississippi here in Jackson $ 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir; at 210 Century Building. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What was the monthly rental? 

Mr. Mize. Well, to explain that, Senator, we were in the Edwards 
Hotel, and we run completely out of money and they told us to move. 

So I got in touch with Mr. Jackson, and he made arrangements 
with Mr. Bob Sanders for the place we are in. I think the amount 
of rent that we were to pay was $70. Mr. Sanders said we could 
pay it whenever we got the money; he was not going to rush us for 
it. We have not paid him the rent in the offices that we are in now. 
We had offices in the Edwards Hotel. 

Senator Munpr. How large a payroll does your committee have? 

Mr. Mize. I think we pay Miss Yelverton $200 a month, and Mr. 
Williamson $50. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have any other paid employees? 

Mr. Mizz. No, sir; they haven’t even paid the chairman. 

Senator mg npr. You did not pay the chairman? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Have you paid Mr. Jackson, or promised to pay 
him $5,000? 

Mr. Mize. He is the only man paid that I know anything about. 

Senator Munpr. What was the total amount of money raised dur- 
ing your chairmanship for the committee ? 

Mr. Mize. I could not tell you that. 

Senator Munpr. Would you say it would be in excess of or less 
than $7,500? 

Mr. Mize. You mean 

Senator Munpr. The total amount of money raised by your com- 
mittee since you have been chairman. Would it be in excess of 
$7,500? 

Mr. Mize. It would be more than that, counting the three dinners. 

Senator Munpr. Would it be over $15,000? 

Mr. Mize. Well, let’s see now, I think at our first dinner we charged 
$10 per plate, and there must have been five or six hundred, I expect, 
550, at that dinner. The second dinner, the one last year, there must 
have been 600 there, and I think we charged $12.50 a plate. And this 
last time I imagine there was between 550 and 600 there. We were 
expecting a big crowd until this come up. 

Senator Munpr. Who was the speaker at your dinner in 1949? 

Mr. Mize. The assistant to Mr. Brannan: I believe they called him 
Dr. Butler. 

Senator Munpr. Who spoke in 1950? 

Mr. Mize. In 1950 we had the Secretary of Defense down here. 
Now what was his name ? 

Senator Munpr. The Secretary of Defense ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. Last year we had the Governor of Arkansas. I 
cannot think of the name of the Secretary to save my life. 

Senator McCie.Lan. Was it Secretary Pace of the Army ? 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Senator Munpr. Well, the particular matter I am trying to get at 
is did you have to pay them any fee or expenses? 

Mr. Mize. We paid for their rooms. 
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Senator Mcunpr. You did not have to pay for their transportation ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No. 

Senator Munpr. No honorarium / 

Mr. Mizr. No. 

Senator Munpr. I am not sure in my mind just how the positions 
of Democratic national committeeman and committeewoman were 
vacated. You must have had a Democratic national committeeman 
and Democratic national committeewoman prior to this meeting that 
was held in the Walthall Hotel. How did you get them out of their 
jobs and get the new people in? 

Mr. Mize. I just could not tell you. I know we did not have any 
money——yes, this was before, | guess—we could not pay the office 
rent, and we wanted to get out some literature for the election. We 
went to Meridian, I had never seen Mr. Hood until that day, and he 
and—— 

Senator Munpr. You have told us about the election, you have told 
us about the time you got together, and you met Mr. Hood, the na- 
tional committee member, and Mrs. John Clark, the national com- 
mitteewoman. I take it prior to meeting them there was somebody else 
in those positions ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; they were the first. 

Senator Munpr. Didn’t Mississippi have a Democratic national 
committeeman before Mr. Hood ? 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir; but they were the ones that walked out. 

Senator Munpr. Yes: but how did you get them out of their jobs— 
how did you dispose of them ? 

Mr. Mize. The former Lieutenant Governor, and Mrs.—I forget 
the lady’s name—— 

Senator Munpr. What steps did you take to have these posts va- 
cated, so Mr. Hood and Mrs. Clark would have jobs to move into? 

Mr. Mize. The national committee did that. I was not up there; 
Mr. Jackson and Mr. Hood—— 

Senator Munpr. The national committee in Washington ? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes; the national committee in Washington recognized 
Mr. Hood as the acting national committeeman. 

Senator Munpr. And Mrs. Clark as the national committeewoman ? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. How many people altogether, Mr. Mize, did you 
recommend for Federal appointment to the Office of Price 
Stabilization ? 

Mr. Mize. Four. 

Senator Munpr. Four? 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Were they all four appointed ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. Mr. Bird was the only one appointed, W. FE. 
Bird, the Director. 

Senator Munpr. In the letter sent to the committee you recom- 
mended Mr. Dudley ? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. He was not appointed ? 

Mr. Mize. He was not appointed. 

Senator Munpr. You recommended Mr. Mayrant Adams. 

Mr. Mize. Yes. 
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Senator Munpr. He was not appointed ? 
Mr. Mize. No. 

Senator Munpr. And you recommended Mr, Frank K. Ethridge. 
Mr. Mize. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Was he appointed? 

Mr. Mize. He was not appointed. He is with the Labor Depart- 
ment in the Wage and Hour Division. He is an attorney for the 
Division. 

Senator Munpr. Is it possible that some of these rumors that jobs 
had been solé@ by your committee in Mississippi attached themselves 
to this Mr. Scott that you summarily removed from tlhe committee 
after he absconded with the thousand dollars? Is there any evidence 
that he might have been involved in any other skullduggery ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. I don’t want to make any accusations against 
Mr. Scott at all. When he run out of money he gave out a lot of 
checks. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t know where he is now? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You have no idea? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Is he still connected with your committee ’ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Was he removed from the committee / 

Mr. Mize. He left, and we declared it vacant and elected somebody 
else in his place. 

Senator Munprt. I have no other questions. 

Senator Horry. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCietian. I asked you a while ago to prepare a list for 
us of the contributions which you received. 

Mr. Mize. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCuec.tan. I have before me here a deposit slip in the 
Deposit Guarantee Bank & Trust Co. of Jackson, dated December 
15, 1949, showing that you deposited to the credit of this committee, 
the special account, one deposit of $250 from Memphis, Tenn. 

Do you remember that ? 

Mr. Mize. From Memphis, Tenn. ? 

Senator McCLetnan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mize. Do you have the check there, Senator ¢ 

Senator McCietian. Let him see the deposit slip [handing docu- 
ment to the witness]. 

You have just been handed a deposit slip. Will you state for the 
record what that deposit slip reflects ? 

Mr. Mize. This reflects a deposit to the special account of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee, dated December 15, 1949, under 
the description of, the deposit, where it says, “List below , 

Senator MoCietian. It says what? 

Mr. Mize. It says “List below all checks using bank’s name,” and 
then it gives some initials, I don’t know what that means, but any- 
one—but anyway on No. 1, it has Memphis, Tenn., $250; Forest, 
Miss., $10; total, $260. 

Senator McCiettan. By whom was that deposit made in the bank? 
Who made that deposit to the credit of the committee ? 

Mr. Mize. Senator, I could not tell you whether that was made 
by someone in the office or by me. 








> 


t] 


Ir 
WwW 


Sa 


th 
to 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 39 





wr ww Ww, —_— 


eT cr 


r 


he 


he 
ler 


nd 
Ly- 
Sty 
Kk? 


ide 


RSs 


Senator McCLettan. What does the slip show as to who made it? 

Mr. Mize. Frank F. Mize, chairman. 

Senator McCLetian. Did you make that deposit yourself, Mr. Mize / 

Mr. Mize. That would indicate that I did; yes, sir. 

Senator McCiertan. Do you recall whether you did or not? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir, I don’t. 

Senator McC.Lettan. Do you know to whom it refers, the $250 
item ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator Mc CLELLAN. The source that it was received from ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator McCuriian. You have no recollection ? 

Mr. Mize. I have no recollection whatever what the item was. 

Senator McCiettan. Do you know a man by the name of Earl 
Embrey / 

Mr. Mize. Earl who! 

Senator McCrecian. E-m-b-r-e-y. 

Mr. Mizr. I don’t believe I know him personally. 

Senator McCietitan. You don’t know him personally ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Did you contact him, or did he contact you, 
with reference to making that contribution ¢ 

Mr. Mize. Embrey? 

Senator McCrietian. I understand he is from Coldwater, Miss. 
Perhaps that will refresh your memory. 

Mr. Mize. Coldwater! He possibly might have. I just would not 
know. 

Senator McCietian. If he contacted you and gave you a $250 con- 
tribution, if he contacted you personally and did that, wouldn't you 
remember it ? 

Mr. Mizz. No, sir; a lot of people that I don’t know—if he did, I 
don’t remember it. He could have. 

Senator McCietnan. Did you have any conversation with him re- 
garding this contribution ¢ 

Mr. Mize. If I did, I don’t remember it. 

Senator McCrietxtan. You mean you received that money and can’t 
recall whether you ever discussed it with him in any way? 

Mr. Mize. Well, if I could see the man I would know him. If you 
have got the record here—well, I am sure of this, if he did, why, he 
would remember it. 

Senator McCLeLian. Wel, what I am trying to determine from you 
is your part in this particular transaction, what you did? 

Mr. Mizx. I wouldn’t say that I did, or I wouldn’t say that I did 
not. 

Senator McCietian. You would not say that you did talk to him, or 
that he talked to you, or that you did not? 

Mr. Mizz. No, sir; but this would indicate that I did, if that is the 
man. In other words, somebody gave me a contribution of $250 and, 
whether that is the man or not, I' don’t know. 

Senator McCre.ian. At that time if you talked to him—and you 
sav vou don't know whether vou talked to him or not—but to further 
refresh your memory at the time, or before he gave you this check, was 
there anything said between you and him regarding the appointment 
to any F ‘ederal position ? 
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Mr. Mizz. None that I recall. I don’t know of any. 

Senator McCietian. Well, now, that was just about a year ago, ora 
little more. You would certainly recall it if a man gave you a $250 
check, whether you talked to him, and what you talked about at the 
{ime in connection with the transaction ¢ 

Mr. Mizr. No, sir; I would not. I have had several contributions 
made. I just not iced a gentleman this morning who gave us $200, 
and I would not have thought about it if I had not seen him. 

Senator McCLe.uan. I am trying to be specific about this particular 
case, as to whether he — to you or you talked to him. 

Mr. Mize. Senator, I don’t know. 

Senator McCie.ttan. I want to make it more specific. Did you 
at that time talk about him receiving an appointment to a Federal 
position ¢ : 

Mr. Mize. I will say this, if he was an applicant for one, in all 
probability I did. 

Senator McCievian. To make it more specific, it was for the posi- 
tion of rural mail carrier; now, to refresh your memory did you have 
any discussion with him about it? 

Mr. Mizz. With Embrey? 

Senator McCietian. Yes. 

Mr. Mize. I don’t believe I did. 

Senator McCietitan. Was there any understanding at the time 
he gave you this contribution that he was to receive a Federal appoint- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Mize. None in the world. 

Senator McCietian. Did you recommend him, after that time did 
you recommend him for a Federal appointment ? 

Mr. Mize. I don’t recall; I don’t recall. The office may have, I expect 
they did; he got the appointment. 

Senator McCrietian. Did you personally recommend him? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir; I don’t think I did. 

Senator McCietian. Do you know how long it was after you re- 
— and accepted this contribution from him before he did receive 
a Federal appointment ? 

Mr. Mize. I do not. 

Senator McCLe.t.an. He received a tentative appointment, I believe, 
on January 3 following? 

Mr. Mizr. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. Do you recall about that ¢ 

Mr. Mize. I certainly don’t. 

Senator McCretian. Do you yourself recall having recommended 
him either to the Democratic Committee, to the Post Office Depart- 
ment, or to ae Hood ¢ 

Mr. Mize. No,sir: I don’t. If I had some friend up there that asked 
me to do it, Te xpect I did, but I don’t know. I did not know this man; 
I don’t know Embrey, the man th: at you are talking about there. 

Senator McCrerian. Did this $250 that he contributed have any- 
thing to do with his getting the sbisbintasent?® : 

Mr. Mize. None in the world. 

Senator McCiettan. Would he have gotten it anyhow? 

Mr. Mizr. He would have gotten it anyhow. 
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Senator McCietian. Did any of the contributions have anything 
to do with anyone getting an appointment down here / 

Mr. Mize. Not that ] know anything about. 

Senator McCLe.Lian. Not that you know anything about ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator McCieiian. It was just incidental that he came to you and 
gave you &: ete, 

Mr. Mize. I don’t know that he did. This was a deposit for $250. 

Senator McCie.tLan. But you are positive you had no conversation 
with him about it, about a Federal job, at the time or immediately 
prior to the time that this contribution was given? You had no con- 
versation with him about it ? 

Mr. Mize. Not that I recall. 

Senator McCiettan. No understanding that he was to receive an 
appointment or be recommended for an appointment ? 

Mr. Mize. No, sir. 

Senator McCretian. Therefore, this just happened by a coinci- 
dence that he got the appointment afterward; it was kind of coinci- 
dental, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Mize. Well, I know one thing, every dollar I got went in the 
bank, and this indicates that somebody deposited it, and it indicates 
that I deposited on that day $260, that I made the deposit, but I don’t 
know whether it was from him or whether it was from somebody else. 
If it was from him, there wasn’t any condition or any strings tied to it, 
because I certainly would not go that far. I would not accept volun- 
tary contributions. I have had several say that they would contribute, 
if they could get a job. 

Senator McCLe.tian. Say what? 

Mr. Mize. They would contribute if they could get a job, and I 
always told them the first they could do, just for instance, over at 
Forrest, my home town, we had 27 applicants for a rural mail route, 
1 think about this time and, of course, there wasn’t but three of them 
made the list. I recommended to Mr. Hood, that was a joint recom- 
mendation, a friend of mine there, and this after we thought we had 
the patronage, and Mr. Winstren’s recommendation prevailed over 
ours. 

Senator McCietxan. Have you given us the best information you 
can regarding this deposit, from whom you received it ? 

Mr. Mize. I have, Senator; yes, sir; and if I could see the man, 
I would be glad to tell you if it was he. 

Senator McCrennan. All right. I would like for that deposit slip 
to be made a part of the record. 

Senator Hory. It may be admitted as exhibit No. 3 

(The deposit slip referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 3,” 
and may be found in the appendix on p. 567.) 

Senator Hory. Any further questions? [No response. ] 

Thank you, Mr. Mize. 

Mr. Mize. Mr. Chairman, may I be excused now for the balance of 


TS 


the day? 


Senator Hory. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mize. Thank you. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Jackson, will you come forward, please? 
Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 


§2406—51—-—4 











42 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Senator Hory. Will you hold up your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you will give in this 
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
Se) help. you God? 

Mr. Jackson. I do. 

Senator Hory. Please be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF FORREST BUTLER JACKSON, ATTORNEY, 
JACKSON, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Jackson, will you identify yourself for the rec- 
ord, please ? 

Mr. Jackson. My name is Forrest Butler Jackson. I am an 
attorney, and I live at Jackson, Miss., and have been practicing law 
here since 1931. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Jackson, will you tell us briefly what connection 
you had with the Mississippi State Democratic Committee, and what 
connection you now have with them ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no connection with the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee, your Honor, or Senator. I was an attorney, and still am 
an attorney for the Mississippi Democratic Committee, the group of 
which Judge Frank Mize is chairman, of which group Mr. Hood was 
national committeeman and Mrs. Clark was national committeewoman. 

Senator Hory. Were you a member, Mr. Jackson, of the committee 
appointed to ne that organization / 

Mr. Jackson. I did not understand you, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Were you a member of the committee appointed to 
represent that organization / 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You were not a committee member? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Your only work was that of attorney ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. When did this work begin? 

Mr. Jackson. About early—about July 1949. 

Senator Hory. By whom were you employed ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Curtis Rogers and Mr. C. E. Hood, Jr. 

Senator Hory. What were the terms of your employment and for 
what purpose were you employed ? 

Mr. Jackson. At that time the National Democratic Committee, or 
Democratic National Committee was to meet in Washington for the 
purpose of receiving the resignation of Senator McGrath as chairman 
and to elect a new chairman, 

The national committeeman from Mississippi who had been elected 
through the Democratic executive committee of Mississippi the so- 

called States’ Rights group, had Governor or former Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor Snyder of Natchez, Miss.; the national committee woman was 
Mrs. Hermes Gautier of Pascagoula, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Up to this time did those two officials continue to 
serve in that capacity representing Mississippi ? 

Mr. Jackson. Senator, in the Philadelphia convention in 1948 
Governor Snyder and Mrs. Gautier, as I understand from the records 
of the national committee, did not present their credentials and did 
not appear at the meeting of the national committee that met imme- 
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diately after, or subsequent to the adjournment of the national con- 
vention in Philadelphia. Therefore, there was a question as to 
whether they had given up their office as national committeeman and 
national committeewoman. In the meantime Mr. McGrath had rec- 
ognized as acting committeeman and acting committeewoman Mr. 
C. E. Hood, Jr.. of Meridian, Miss., and Mrs. John Clark of DeKalb, 
Temple County, Miss., the home of our junior Senator from Missis- 
sippi, and they had acted in the interim for such matters as might 
be referred to the national committeeman and national commit- 
teewoman from the national committee. 

Senator Horny. Do you know when they were first recognized by the 
national comunittee / 

Mr. Jackson. : don’t know when they were first recognized, 

Senator Horry. I assume it was in response to the recommend: aaee 
of the Democratic —— from Mississippi. 

Mr. Jackson. | understand so, yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What was to be your duty ? 

Mr. Jackson. The question was presented as to who would be seated 
as the national committeeman and committeewoman from Mississippi 
by the national committee at this meeting for the selection of a new 
chairman in the place of Senator McGrath, who was resigning to ac- 
cept appointment as Attorney General of the United States. 

Governor Snyder and Mrs. Gautier were represented by Mr. W. E. 
Gore of Jackson, Miss. 1 represented Mr. Hood and Mrs. Clark, in 
their appearance before the credentials committee of the national 
committee, which was headed by Mr. McHale, of Indiana, and on 
which Senator Green was a member and Mr. Jonathan Daniels from 
your State, sir, was a member and some ladies were members, and so on. 

Senator Horny. Now, Mr. Jackson, when you were employed to rep- 
resent the committee in those duties did you have an agreement as to 
your fee 

Mr. Jackson. I did, sir. 

Senator Hory. What fee were you to be paid / 

Mr. Jackson. The fee was fixed at $5,000 for that representation, 
win, lose, or draw. They paid me at that time $500 on the $5,000 fee. 
which went into my firm, which at that time was composed of myself 
and three other lawyers. The committee in addition to the $500 paid 
my expenses to Washington, while I was in Washington and for my 
return to Jackson, Miss. Subsequently I was paid $2,500 more on that 
$5,000 fee. The committee has not paid me any more of it. They still 
owe me that amount and for subsequent employment and representa- 
tion, for which I have not been compensated other than the expenses 
that were advanced for various trips that were made as attorney for 
and nneiiion this committee. 

Senator Hory. The $2,500 which was subsequently paid to you are 
the proceeds of a note that has been referred to here as signed in a 
bank and endorsed by different members? 

Mr. JACKSON, Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Then apparently the proceeds of that note were given 
to you to apply on your payment? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. You proceeded to receive the proceeds of that note 
of 82.500. 


Mr. JAC KSON, Yes, sir. 
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Senator Hory. Subsequent to your employment by the conmittee 
did you have any contract as to what you were to be paid for further 
services ? 

Mr. Jackson. I did not, sir. I was called on from time to time 
for various matters that the committee felt they wanted to call on me. 
One of them was the pendency of the bill in the Mississippi Legislature 
of 1950 for the registration of political parties and later construed by 
the Attorney General to mean first come, first served and, of course, 
the States’ Rights committee got there first and the lily-white Re :publi- 

cans got there first by a mere coincidence a few minutes later, and both 

of them were registered and the Mississippi Democratic Party was 
not permitted to register under the opinion of the Attorney General 
and we had briefs on that. 

I was instructed by the national committee to get ready for litigation 
on it. We prepared the outlines of pleadings. ‘We submitted it to the 
general counsel for the Democratic Committee in Washington, we 
submitted it to Mr. Boyle, the chairman, we submitted it to the policy 
committee of the National Democratic Party and after studying it for 
a time we were directed to proceed with the litigation to determine the 
constitutionality of the act of the legislature of 1950, which provided 
for penalties for those who acted ‘under names that had not been 
registered. 

Subsequently we were instructed by Mr. Boyle, the olive branch 
being out to the two Senators from Mississippi, to become more 
friendly with the national administration, that litigation should not 
be instituted. 

The litigation was instituted by the black and tan Republicans 
in Mississippi, against the lily-white Republicans headed by Governor 
Sheldon and that litigation is now pending in the circuit court here 
in Jackson, which is our law court. 

Senator Hozy. You are not connected with it. 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Has the Democratic committee of Mississippi paid 
you any other fees than the fees you have mentioned, except expenses 
advanced for the various trips? 

Mr. Jackson. They have not, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you know how much your charges are for the 
services you have rendered up to date? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir; I do not know. The matters have not finally 
been concluded. There were other calls that were made upon me as 
counsel to confer with various leaders in the Democratic Party at 
Kansas City and Chicago. I went to your own State of North Caro 
lina, to Raleigh. We conferred there on varioys matters when Vice 
President B: rkley was there for your Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner. 
I had the pleasure of seeing you at that dinner when Governor Folsom 
and Governor McGrath were there and may I say I was at the State 
capitol at Raleigh and matters were discussed, various matters for 
getting back into the Democratic Party the discordant elements in the 
State of Mississippi, such were worked in the other States in the 
South, who had not been back in the party. 


Senator Hory. Did you make any trips to Washington to confer 


with Paul ae 


Mr. Jackson. I did not make any trips to Washington to confer 


with Judge Dillon. TI have seen him in W ashington, I have seen 
him in St. Louis, I have seen him in Jackson, Miss. 
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Senator Hory. Were those appointments made for the purpose of 
consulting with him? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. How was it that you happened to have those ap- 
pointments ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I had no appointments with him, Senator. I am 
sorry if I left the impression that I] had appointments. 

Senator Horny. You mean that you just incidentally met him ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. No prearrangement / 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever have any conference with Judge Dil- 
lon down in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have had no conferences with Judge Dillon until 
yesterday I met him when he arrived here to confer with Mr. Hood 
in this matter. I have had no conferences with him other than per- 
sonal visits and discussions of general problems of the Democratic 
committee in which he was interested and I was trying to advise and 
counsel and represent this committee here. 

Senator Hory. Then your services for the committee down here did 
not involve trips made purposely to discuss matters with him? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. What would you say with reference to whether or 
not these trips had any connection with the appointment of Mr. 
Boehm ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir: I met Mr. Glenn Boehm on numerous ocea- 
sions in Washington, in Jackson, Miss,, Meridian, Miss., Tupelo, Miss. 
I think those are the only places I have ever met Glenn. 

Senator Hory. Now, at these meetings that you held with him you 
were going there as attorney for the committee ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir, not all of them, Senator. Some of them were 
on personal business, that is, other clients that I represented. I don’t 
just represent this committee. If I did I would have starved to death 
before January when they paid me the $2,500. 

Senator Hory. The conferences that you had with Mr. Boehm in- 
cluded other matters outside of committee conferences ? 

Mr. JAcKson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What was the purpose of getting Mr. Boehm to rep- 
resent the committee ? 

Mr. Jackson. Senator, Mr. Boehm, as I understand, is originally 
from St. Louis or from Missouri and when vou go into departments in 
Washington you find people either from Missouri or North Carolina 
or 





Senator Hory. Mostly from Missouri. 

Mr. Jackson. And he happened to be a man who knew a good many 
of the heads of various bureaus, agencies, departments with whom we 
might confer upon both political and business matters in the city of 
Washington. We could not or did not feel that we were permitted 
to call upon our two Senators and our seven Congressmen to embarrass 
them by our presence after we began to represent this committee and 
we had to have some contact with whom and through whom we could 
meet and know the heads of various departments in order to handle 
the business for this committee and the business for other clients that 
we had the privilege and pleasure of representing. 
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Senator Hory. Did you make the arrangement with Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Jackson. Did I make any arrangements with him ? 

Senator Hory. Did you make the arrangements for him to advise 
you? 

Mr. Jackson. No: I did not. 

Senator Hory. Who did? 

Mr. Jackson. He was already advising this committee and was 
working with this committee. In fact, the first time I saw Glenn 
Boehm was in Mississippi when he was here. 

Senator Hory. Who made the arrangements with him ? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t know, sir. 

Senator Hory. You said that Mr. Hood and Mr. Rogers made the 
arrangements ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. They did. 

Senator Hory. You had nothing to do then with any financial ar- 
rangements with Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you know how much he was being paid for the 
services he was to render? 

Mr. Jackson. I didn’t know; no, sir. 

Senator Horny. Did you advise with Mr. Boehm or with any others 
or for the committee in connection with any contracts in Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. Any contracts? 

Senator Hory. Of any kind. 

Mr. Jackson. Any contracts in Jackson ? 

Senator Horry. Yes; Federal or State. 

Mr. Jackson. Nor in Mississippi; no, sir. 

Senator Horry. No Federal contracts in Mississippi at all, or any- 
where? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. In fact, I have had some contracts; yes. 

Senator Hory. What did they relate to? 

Mr. Jackson. One was relating to the sale of a sub-machine gun to 
the Department of Defense by a gentleman who had been an—who 
happened to employ us from Pennsylvania, but the contracts were 
drawn under the name of Harmon. 

Senator Hory. Does this firm which employed you in Pennsylvania, 
do they transact business in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir; they haven’t. The man used to be in Mis- 
sissippi. He was originally here in charge of some manufacturing 
enterprises in this State. He is no longer here and lives outside of 
Philadelphia, some suburb of Philadelphia. 

Senator Hory. When you were employed you retained Mr. Boehm 
to assist in that matter? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did you employ any other Washington attorney? 

Mr. Jackson. I beg your pardon, sir? 

Senator Hory. Did you employ any other Washington attorney? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. With what department was that transaction held? 

Mr. Jackson. The transaction was to be with either the Depart- 
ment of Defense or the War Department and the particular gun had 
a test at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, which is for the Department 
of Ordnance, but the transaction was never concluded and nothing 
was ever done about it. 
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Senator Horry. Was Mr. Hood interested in that transaction ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Hood did not even know about it. 

Senator Hory. Was there anybody in Mississippi interested in that 
besides your professional employment ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. I think the subcommittee will now take a recess 
until 2 o’clock, Mr. Jackson. Be back at that time. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, sir. 

(Whereupon, at 12:25 p. m., Monday, April 9, 1951, a recess was 
taken to 2 p. m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator Hory. The subcommitiee will come to order. 

Mr. Jackson, I will ask vou to step aside as there is one witness 
whose wife is sick, and he will be a very short witness. We would 
like to call him as a matter of courtesy. 

We will now call Mr. L. A. Walker. 

Raise your right hand, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you give in this 
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mr. Waker. Absolutely. 

Senator Hory. Have a seat, Mr. Walker. 


TESTIMONY OF L. A. WALKER, OAKLAND, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Give the court stenographer your name and resi- 
dence. 

Mr. Waker. L. A. Walker, Oakland, Miss. 

Senator Hory. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Wacker. I am a barber. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Flanagan will examine you. 

Mr. Waker. How is that ! 

Senator Hory. I say, Mr. Flanagan, counsel for the subcommittee, 
will examine you. 

Mr. Wacker. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Do you recall being contacted by any person in the 
fall of last year concerning the postmastership at Oakland, Miss. ? 

Mr. Waker. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who contacted you at that time? 

Mr. Wacker. Mr. Murphy. He said 

Mr. Franacan. Was that Mr. Claude V. Murphy ? 

Mr. Wacker. I don’t know what his given name was. Mr. Murphy 
told me—— 

Mr. Fuanacan. Where was he from ? 

Mr. Waker. From Winona. 

Mr. Furanacan. What was his business? 

Mr. Waker. Down at Winona. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes. What did Mr. Murphy say to you when he 
contacted you at that time ? 

Mr. Wacker. Well, I was operating this place of business down 
there, this shop, and I walked up to the street, to the third door, there 
is a cafe there, and I went to pass the cafe, and he came out. He spoke 
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to me like he knew me, but I didn’t know him. He asked me what I 
did there. I told him I was running the barber shop down the street 
there. 

He said, “Would you like to have a better job than that one?” 
Well, I says, “That depends on what it is.” 

He says, “Wait a minute.” He stepped back inside this cafe, and 
a lady came out with him, and he introduced her to me as his wife, 
Mrs. Murphy. 

Well, we had no place to sit down out there, so I asked him to come 
down to the shop where they could get a seat; so they did. When 
he sat down he asked me would I be interested in the post office 


there. 
Well, that brought about some talk. He said, “Would you be 
willing to give $275 for the post office?” I says, “Mister, I ain't 


got the post office yet, and I wasn't in the mi arket for the post office 
or any other kind of job I have to buy.” 

So me was very little more said about that, but he got out and 
left. I didn’t see him any more. I invited him back like I always 
do, it is customary when folks come into my place of business, I always 
invite them to come back again. I haven’t seen him from that time 
until today, so that is the end of the story. 

Mr. FLanacan. At that time did Mr. Murphy say who he was 
representing or how he was going to get you in the post-office job? 

Mr. Waker. Nothing more than that, only this would be used for 
the Democratic administration. 

Mr. Fianaean. Did he say he was going to offer the job to anyone 
else ? 

Mr. Waker. No, no; he didn’t mention anybody else. I don’t know 
where he went to when he went out. 

Mr. Fianacan. At the time he talked to you about being post- 
master, did he ask you anything about your politics ? 

Mr. Waker. No. 

Mr. FLanacan. Did he ask you whether you were—— 

Mr. Waker. I don’t ae he asked me anything about what I was, 
whether I was a Democrat, or a Republican, or what I might have 
been. 

Mr. Franacan. Who was made postmaster there ? 

Mr. Waker. Who was the postmaster before ¢ 

Mr. Franacan. No; after; who was eventually made the post- 
master ¢ 

Mr. Waker. Mr. Green was made postmaster after. 

Mr. FLanaGan. That was after your conversation with Mr. Murphy ? 

Mr. Wacker. That is right. c 

Mr. Franacan. How long after; do you recall ? 

Mr. Wacker. Well, a very short time. This was the 12th of Sep- 

tember, and I think it was shortly after that. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I might state that the records of the Civil Service 
Commission indicate—— 

Mr. Waker. Sir? 

Mr. FLanacan. I say, the records of the Civil Service Commission 
indicate that Mr. Luther Green was appointed postmaster at Oak- 
land on September 30, 1950. 

Mr. Wavker. Yes. 

Mr. Fiuanaaan. So it was just a few weeks before that ? 
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Mr. Waker. Just a few weeks before that, when he talked to me 
about the 12th. 

Mr. Fuanacan. About the 12th of September? 

Mr. Waker. I think it was about the 12th of September; yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He offered to get you that job if you would pay 
$275 for the Democratic administration ? 

Mr. Warxer. Correct. 

Mr. Fruanacan. Are there any other facts you want to add at this 
time / 

Mr. Waker. What is that? 

Mr. Fianacan. Are there any other facts you want to add at this 
time / 

Mr. Waker. No; nothing else. That is the whole story, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Thank you. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside, Mr. Walker. 

Now, Mr. Jackson, will you take the stand again, please ? 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF FORREST BUTLER JACKSON, ATTORNEY, 
JACKSON, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Jackson, you explained before the noon recess 
about your relationship to the committee. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you perform any services, other than legal serv- 
ices, for the committee, such as you have detailed ? 

Mr. Jackson. Those were the only services, Senator, other than 
from time to time I was conferred with, or I was asked to counsel 
with reference to some political matters, other than legal matters, 

Senator Hory. Did you ever have anything to do w ith the solicita- 
tion of funds from individuals—contributions, in other words? 

Mr. Jackson. Senator, I had some contacts with people seeking 
appointments, seeking jobs under the Democratic administration, 
some with the Post Office Department, some with other departments, 
and there were discussions with reference to contributions that might 
be made or the manner and method by which they could be made. 

There were discussions about the purchase of tickets to these vari- 
ous dinners. Some of the postal employees discussed with me the 
rules and regulations of the Civil Service Commission, the rules and 
~~ of the Postal Department, as to what they might do, how 
far they might participate in these political gatherings, and some 
were advised to make contributions, some were advised to buy tickets, 
and that was the extent of my participation in contributions to the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee, or to the national committee. 

Senator Hory. What advice did you give them with reference to 
making contributions ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. That it was permissible, as I understood the law, 
for anyone to make contributions to any party of their choice, so long 
as that contribution was not in payment for the offer of an appoint- 
ment, or as consideration for the making of such an appointment. 

Senator Hory. Did you have anything to do, Mr. Jackson, at any 
time with counseling anybody with reference to making a payment in 
exchange for which ‘they would receive endorsements from any mem- 
bers of the committee for appointment to any office ¢ 


Mr. Jackson. I did not. 
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Senator Hory. Did you advise any of these applicants for office 
that it would be to their advantage to make a contribution, dees to 
the dinners or to any representative of the party ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no recollection of making any such statement, 
or giving any such advice to anyone who was an applicant for a posi- 
tion under a ypointment by the Federal Government. 

Senator Hory. Did you yourself receive any contributions for the 
committee ? 

Mr. Jackson. I did not. 

Senator Hory. Did you—— 

Mr. Jackson. None; except this, as I explained to the investigators 
there were on one or more occasions those who would come to me and 
discuss the matter of making contributions, and I would tell them 
that the committee office was down the hall from my office, my office 
being at 202 Century Building, and the committee’s office being at 
210 Century Building, on the same floor, and that if they desired 
to make any contribution to the Mississippi Democratic Committee, 
or to the National Democratic Party, that I was sure their donation 
or their contribution would be gratefully received, and that they 
could make their contributions directly to the committee. 

Senator Horry. Did you know, Mr. Jackson, of any plan, or pattern 
that it was alleged was adopted, procuring contributions ioe en- 
doresments to be made by any member of the committee! 

Mr. Jackson. No; I knew of no such plan. 

Senator Hory. Did you know that the committee was receiving 
contributions from any applicants for office in exchange for an en- 
dorsement for that office? 

Mr. Jackson. I did not. 

Senator Hory. Now, to refresh you recollection with reference to 
any contributions or any money delivered to you do you recall 
conversation with a man named Moorehead ? 

Mr. Jackson. Where is he from, sir? 

Senator Hory. Mr. E. Guy Moorehead, of Winborn, Miss. ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no recollection of a man by that name. 

Senator Horny. Do you recall any conversation with him at all about 
an office ? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t recall him by that name, or anybody by that 
hame, Senator. 

Senator Horny. Do you recall any man conferring with you from 
Winborn, Miss., and leaving a contribution with you 

Mr. Jackson. There was a man named Ferrell who came to see me 
on the recommendation of Mr. Tomlinson in the State auditor’s office, 
who is from up in that section of Mississippi. Ferrell was a man who 
had originally been in Memphis, and my recollection is that he was an 
applicant for the position there of rural carrier, I think, at Winborn, 
and there was a discussion with him with reference to his appointment. 
He was sent on over to the committee, and there was some trouble or 
difficulty that he had had, and he was not acceptable as an appointee, 
and was not appointed. 

Senator Hory. What was his name? 

Mr. Jackson. Ferrell, I think, is the man’s name. 

Senator Hory. Carl Frank Ferrell? 

Mr. Jackson. That sounds like the name; yes, sir. 
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Senator Hoty. Well now, to come back to Mr. Moorehead again, do 
you recall that he gave to you the sum of a thousand dollars ? 

' Mr. Jackson. Moorehead made a contribution after his appoint- 
ment of a thousand dollars for the position of, I don’t know whether 
it was carrier, rural carrier, or not, at Winborn, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Did he deliver that thousand dollars to you? 

Mr. Jackson. He came to my office and we delivered it to the com- 
mittee; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, did you know anything about any previous 
agreement that he was to pay a thousand dollars to get this office 
endorsement ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir; I did not. So far as I knew, it was a per- 
fectly free and voluntary contribution on his part for the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee, not as any consideration for the appointment, 
but as an evidence of his appreciation for the appointment that he had 
received. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember any conversation, or what the con- 
versation was with Mr. Moorehead when he came to your office, and 
how he happened to come to you about this $1,000 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t think that Mr. Moorehead himself talked to 
me. My recollection is that there was a gentleman by the name of 
Hall that talked with me, from Hickory Flat, Miss., I think that is 
where Mr. Hall was from, and he was the man who did the talking 
with me about the desire for Moorehead to receive this appointment. 
Subsequently to Moorehead’s appointment, Hall, as I recall, came 
with Mr. Moorehead, and the contribution was made by Hall and by 
Moorehead to the committee of a thousand dollars that was paid by 
Moorehead. 

Senator Horr. Well now, when Mr. Hall came to talk to you, that 
was before the appointment was made? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right. 

Senator Hory. He advised you Moorehead wanted this appoint- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What was said to Mr. Hall with reference to what 
would be the proper course for him to pursue with reference to 
getting an endorsement ? 

Mr. Jackson. Senator, I do not recollect the exact conversation. 
There was no conversation, though, between me and Mr. Hall with 
reference to his making any contribution as a consideration for the 
appointment of Mr. Moorehead, or any other person, to the situation 
at Winborn, Miss. My recollection is that Moorehead was one of 
three on the eligible list, that he had the requisite qualifications; I 
think he was a veteran; it is my recollection that he had either a 
5- or 10-point preference, that he was a preference appointee, and that 
he was in line for the appointment. 

They asked me, as a friend of Hall—I had known Hall for a num- 
ber of years—to make the recommendation to Mr. Hood, and the rec- 
ommendation was made to Mr. Hood, and the money was subsequently 
pore as I understood it, as a voluntary contribution by Mr. Moore- 

vad, through and with Mr. Hall, to the Mississippi Democratic 
C ommittee. 


Senator Horny. What was said to you by Mr. Moorehead or Mr. 
Hall? 
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Mr. Jackson. I do not recall the conversation that was had, except 
that here was the money that they desired to give as a contribution 
to the Mississippi Democratic Committee, and to the Democratic 
Party. 

Senator Hory. Now, had you recommended Mr. Moorehead for this 
position ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I had, sir. 

Senator Hory. To Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Jackson. I had. 

Senator Horry. And Mr. Hood had made the recommendation to 
Washington ¢ , 

Mr. Jackson. As I understood it; yes. 

Senator Hory. And Mr. Moorehead was appointed ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, gir. 

Senator Hory. How long after he was appointed was it that the 
thousand dollars e is brought in? 

Mr. Jackson. I do not recall when his appointment was, nor just 
when he got the appointment, I do not know the lapse of time there. 

Senator Hory. Well, could you give us some idea about the relative 
time that elapsed between the time that he came in to see ‘you with 
Mr. Hall, until he was recommended, and to the time the appointment 
was received ? 

Mr. Jackson. I would say a lapse of possibly 6 weeks, Senator, 
between the time of his first visit to my office, and the time when he 
made his contribution to the committee. 

Senator Hory. After this visit to your office. did he or Mr. Hall, 
either one, come to see you again at any time before the appointment 
was made? 

Mr. Jackson. T do not recall that they did. except they made the 
first visit, then they came back and made the contribution, as I under- 
stood, after the appointment had been made, after he had had his 
recommendation and the appointment was made. 

Senator Hory. Those two visits are all that ‘you recall ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is all that IT recall; ves, sir. 

Senator Hory. Was there anybody else who left a contribution 
with you to be delivered to the committee, or that you accompanied 
to the committee to deliver the contribution ? 

Mr. Jackson. I do not recall. If you will give me something to 
hang my hat on, because there were 15 or more a day that came to see 

about various appointments. and some of which made contributions 
to the committee, some of whom received appointments, and some of 
whom did not. 

Senator Hory. Now, about how many people would come to see you 
on an average in a day with reference to some-of these appointments? 

Mr. Jackson. I would say 15 a day, as high as that, Senator. 

Senator Hory. I see. What was your usual practice when thev 

came to see you about it? Suppose you did not know them very well, 
what would you do? 

Mr. Jackson. T would try to find out. if I did not know the man, 
usually they would come with someone that knew me. T had friends 
in nearly every county of the 82 in Mississippi. and they would come 
to see me. They had heard, or read, or knew that I was representing 
the committee, and they desired some recommendation from me. or 
some good word from me, and the question would be raised, “Well, 
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are you friendly to the present administration, to the Democratic 
Party, as we have known it in the South here since the Civil War, or 
the War Between the States?” 

And we would discuss his merits, we would discuss whether he was 
on the eligible list, if it was a civil-service appointment from the eligi- 
ble list, and then determine whether I could recommend the man 
honestly and faithfully as a man or woman who could fill the particu- 
lar position for which they were applying. 

Senator Hory. Who would you confer with about this on the com- 
mittee ordinarily, Mr. Rogers or Mr. Hood ? 

Mr. Jackson. I would confer with Mr. Rogers, Mr. Hood, Mr. Mize, 

Mrs. Clark—at times there were some discussions with her on 
appointments in her area of Mississippi. There were discussions with 
other members of the committee. Mr. Majors at Okalona was another 
one that I remember, and Mr. Drewry, and so on. 

Senator Hory. When these 15 on an average a day would come to 
you" 

Mr. Jackson. I would not say that was the average. That was the 
maximum. 

Senator Horny. Well, some days 15, would you go with them over 
to the oflice to see Mr. Rogers—he st: vyed in the office, didn’t he? 

Mr. Jackson. No: he did not stay in the office all the time. 

Senator Hory. Who stayed in the office ? 

Mr. Jackson. The office was in charge of Miss Yelverton, and later 
Mr. Williamson was there with her, and Rogers would come in and 
out. 

Senator Hoey. How often would you contact Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Jackson. I would call Miss Yelverton and tell her to tell him 
I wanted to see him the next time he was in Jackson, or I would eall 
Mr. Hood in Meridian, or talked to Judge Mize, or talked to Mrs. 
Clark, or one of the members of the committee about it. 

Senator Hory. So that represented your contacts and your method 
of transmitting endorsements that you had made to them? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Well now, was there any time that you had any dis- 
cussion with any applicant for a position in which you advised him 
that as a consideration for getting the endorsement of the committee 
to make a contribution ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir; there was none, within my recollection. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Jackson, you stated that on one occasion Mr. 
Moorehead and Mr. Hall came to your office and discussed Moore- 
head’s getting a job as a rural carrier at Winborn, Miss. ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right. 

Mr. FranaGan. And then a second occasion some few weeks later 
when they came in again? 

Mr. Jackson. That is my recollection. 

Mr. Franacan. And on that occasion it is your recollection that 
Moorehead had already been appointed to the job? 

Mr. Jackson. That is my recollection, Mr. Flanagan. It could be 
that my timing is wrong, but I know that the contribution that he 
gave me for delivery, and that we went to the committee vg was 
subsequent to his appointment to the rural route—I think ij 


was a 
rural route—at Winborn, Miss. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. Who gave you the thousand dollars? 

Mr. Jackson. My recollection is that Hall gave it to me. 

Mr. Fianacan. Was it in cash or was it a check? 

Mr. Jackson. Cash. 

Mr. Franacan. And did he hand you the thousand dollars in your 
office ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. What did you do with the thousand dollars ? 

Mr. Jackson. I took it to the committee and delivered it to the 
committee, either to Miss Yelverton or to Mr. Rogers, I don’t know 
which. 

Mr. Franacan. And with you were Mr. Moorehead, or Mr. Hall, 
when you delivered it? 

Mr. Jackson. My recollection is that both went with me to the 
committee room at the time, and his appointment had already been 
made, and that he expressed his appreciation, and so on, that he had 
this appointment. 

Mr. Fianacan. In what denominations was this money ? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Franacan. You don’t have any recollection as to the denomi- 
nations 4 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. At that time, on this second contact, did you have 
any conversation with Mr. Moorehead, wherein you indicated to him, 
either directly or indirectly, that it might help him if he contributed 
money in order to get this job? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no recollection that there was any indication 
of that kind to him, or that there was any statement by me that that 
would help him get his job; no, sir. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Well, if you made such a statement, it would be a 
very serious matter, and something that you would probably recollect? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right; that is the reason I don’t recollect 
making any such statement of that kind. 

Mr. FiranaGan. That is why I asked you directly for a direct state- 
ment. 

Mr. Jackson. I have no recollection of making any such statement 
to Mr. Moorehead or Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you indicate to him, either directly or indi- 
rectly, any amount that should be paid in return for a recommendation 
for a Federal job? 

Mr. Jackson. None within my recollection ; no, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. The reason I ask these questions is that, as you 
recall, Mr. Jackson, you appeared in our subcommittee staff office here 
on the 29th of March, and present at the time of that interview was 
myself, Colonel Hatcher, and Mr. Bellino. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FranaGan. And we asked you these same questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. And you brought a secretary in, and we took down 
questions and answer statements, and I will read some of these: 

Question. Since your association with the Mississippi Democratic Committee in 
the summer of 1948, have you personally received any political contribution from 
any person who was seeking or had recently obtained a Federal appoint- 
ment? 
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And your answer was “No.” 
Mr. Jackson. That is right. I did not receive any personal con- 


tribution from any man that was appointed or that had been appointed. 
Mr. Fianacan. And then this question: 


Have you personally received any political contribution from any person since 
your association with the Democratic National Committee? 

And your answer again was “No.” 

Mr. Jackson. That is correct. 

Mr. Fuanaean. And still your answer now is that you did personally 
receive this. 

Mr. Jackson. I did not. The committee received it, it went to the 
committee, and it was not a personal contribution to me. That 
the question you asked me. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Here is another question: 


1s 


Have you been present at any time when contributions were made to the 
Democratic Party? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. FuanaGan. And the answer was: 

Colonel, I do not recall any specific instance where I was present when any 
contributions were made to the Democratic Party, or to the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee, other than the purchase of tickets, or the making of contribu- 
tions, and receipt of tickets to one or more of these Jefferson-Jackson dinners, 
\here it may have been I was present, and someone would come in, but specific 
instances I have no recollection of. 

Do you recall that ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is somewhat different from the 
you have today ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. FLuanacan. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan ? 

Senator McCLe.ian. No questions. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt? 

Senator Munpr. No questions. 

Senator Hory. You may stand aside, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Senator Horny. Mr. E. Guy Moorehead and Mr. Roy Hall. 

Hold up your right hands and be sworn, please. 

Do each of you “solemnly swear that the evidence you will give i 
this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and ‘nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Moorreueap. I do. 

Mr. Hatt. I do. 


recollection 


TESTIMONY OF E. GUY MOOREHEAD AND ROY HALL, 
WINBORN, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Moorehead, will you give your name and place 
of residence to the court reporter, please ? 

Mr. Moorengap. E. G. Moorehead. Winborn, Miss. 

Senator Hory. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Moorenrap. Rural carrier. 

Senator Hory. How long have you been a rural carrier ? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Since May 9, 1950. 
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Senator Horny. Will you go ahead in your own way and tell about 
how you went about the matter of obtaining this employment, and 
what you did in connection with it? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Well, I think—— 

Senator McCLetian. Speak a little louder so everyone can hear 
you. 

Mr. Moorenrap. Sometime about the 20th of December we got our 
grades from the examination, and the next day, well, I cont: acted my 
C ongressman, Mr. James Whitman, in regard to routes, and he told 
me there wasn’t anything he could do about it, and to contact Mr. 
Hood at Meridian. 

Well, I called Mr. Hood the next morning and they told me that he 
was sick, and I was not able to talk to anyone, and I told him what 
my business was in connection with the rural route, and they told me 
to come to Jackson, to the Mississippi Democratic Committee office 
and talk to Mr. Beasley or Mr. Rogers, that one of them would be 
there. 

So I came down here in a few days. Mr. Beasley was in the office. 
I talked to Mr. Beasley, and he told me that he was investigating an 
applicant in Winborn—no; he told me that he was investigating ap- 
plicants in the northern end, and Mr. Rogers was investigating appli- 
cants in the southern end of the State, and that he would be glad to look 
into the matter and let me hear from him. 

So I don’t know, I came back to see him, I got as many people as I 
could to write recommendations, and I came back in about a week 
later, sometime right after Christmas, and talked to him, and he told 
me, he said, “Well, Moorehead, ycu are going to get the job. We have 
investigated and we see that you are the man for the job.” And he 
said, “If you want me to, I will write you a recommendation to Wash- 
ington now and recommend that you be appointed just as soon as the 
eligible list 3s established, and I will make you a copy of the recom- 
mendation.’ 

So he did that, and I believe I got a copy of the recommendation 
about the 6th of January, and he said, “You just go back home and 
sit down and be quiet.” So I did. 

Senator Hory. Was that conversation with Mr. Beasley? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Moorenrap. Up until the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner in 
March. I came to that and after the dinner, well, he came around 
and told Mr. Hall that something had gone wrong and he wanted to 
see age up in the office the next morning. 

» T went around up to the office the next morning, that was on 
Secured ay and I don’t remember the date, and waited around there a 
good while and he told me that he wanted me to talk to Mr. Jackson. 

So I went into Mr. Jackson’s office and talked to him and he told 
me to go home and go around the route and see how many recom- 
mendations I could get from patrons on the route. So I went home 
and went around the route and got the recommendations and brought 
them back home. 

The next week, I don’t remember the date, 1 gave them to Mr. Jack- 
son and he told me—he opened some of them, read it and told me to 
take them to Mr. Hood, which I did, and when I got over there, why, 
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Mr. Hood told me that he was a sick man, he didn’t have anything 
to do with the mail routes, that he wasn’t going to have any and that 
he had had some reports that someone of us was running around and 
saying that whoever was going to get the job was going to pay $4,000 
or $5, 000 for the job, and ‘he said, “I am going to investigate” and he 

said, “If that is true I am going to declare you all ineligible and de- 
clare no examination.” 

So I told him if he would investigate he would find that I had 
made no such statements and if he did I asked him not to penalize me 
because of something somebody else may have done. 

Then he told me I would hear from him in a few d: ays. So I came 
back home and the next day or two I went over to Amery, Miss. There 
was a friend of mine over there, Mr. A. D. Stewart, he was at one 
time head of the Mississippi Division of Co-ops and I was presented 
to him as one of the future farmers of Mississippi and I happened 
to be present at that time and I found out he was a close personal 
friend of Mr. Hood’s. 

So I went and talked to Mr. Stewart and he called Mr. Hood, told 
him he knew me personally, had known me all my life and he recom- 
mended that I be given a chance, that he couldn’t find a better man. 
So I went home and I believe he called Mr. Jackson in a day or two 
and he told me that he would, or Mr. Jackson told me that he did and 
I came back to Mr. Jackson about the 3d day of April, to Mr. Jack- 
son’s office, and he told me that everything was all right, they had 
investigated and I was going to get the appointment, Mr. Rogers was 
on the way from Meridian with my appointment—with my recom- 
mendation then and he said, “Of course, we don’t sell jobs, we have got 
no jobs for sale.” 

He said, “Of course, if anybody wants to make a contribution to 
the Democratic committee that is their business.” I said, “Mr. Jack- 
son, I am perfectly willing to make a contribution, I know you have 
gone to a lot of mone and you have been nice to me and I would like 
to be fair with you.’ said, “How large a contribution do you want /” 
He said, “I haven't ie anything to do with that, that is your business ; 
whatever you want to give, or “whatever you are able to give, that is 
your business.” I said, “As far as able to pay, I could give $2,500.” 
He said, “No, son; that is too much money.’ 

So I offered to get the money and pay what he. told me because I 
was willing: to pay it. He: said, “How about $750”? So I said, “All 

right, $ $750.” So later on Mr. Rogers came in. Mr. Jackson told him 

eon my recommendation which had been mailed to Washington and 
he said about the contribution. He said it seemed like that the y 
think it should be raised, or that a little greater contribution would 
be in order in view of the extra circumstances that they had been 
“ to. 

I asked him how much they want and he said, “Well, it seems to 
me like about a thousand dollars.” I said, “All right.” I went to the 
Deposit Guaranty Bank & Trust Co. and I got a check cashed and took 
a thousand-dollar bill back and gave it to Mr. Jackson on the 3d day 
of Apr iland my appointment was dated April the 12th in Washington. 

Senator Hory. Who was present with you? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Mr. Hall. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Hall? 

Mr. Moorrueap. Yes. 

82406—5 
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Senator Horry. Was he present at both of the visits that you made 
or only the last visit ? 

Mr. Moorenxrap. Yes, sir; he was present at both visits. 

Senator Horny. At both visits? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLe.titan. How many visits do you say you made to Mr. 
Jackson and discuss this matter with him? J didn’t understand. 

Mr. Mooreneap. Either two or three. I guess three. 

Senator McCLe.ian. Two or three? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. When did you first begin talking about a 
contribution ? 

Mr. Moorenrap. The next to the last trip. It was next to the last 
trip. 

Senator McCietitan. At what time was it that he suggested the 
$750 contribution ? 

Mr. Moorrnrap. That was the same day, next to the last trip, as 
well as 1 remember. 

Senator McCieiian. Next to the last trip? 

Mr. Moorrnurap. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. When was it after that then that he suggested 
it should be a thousand dollars ¢ 

Mr. Mooreneap. It was the next week or a few days; about a week. 
] don’t know. 

Senator McCie ian. Let’s see. How many trips did you make? 
You did not discuss it with him the first time / 

Mr. MoorrHeap. No, sir. 

Senator McCLeLtan. You saw him three different times then ? 

Mr. Moorrnrap. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.tian. It was on the second visit that the $750 was 
mentioned. 

Mr. MoorrHeap. As well as I recall that is right. Now, there were 
so many visits. 

Senator McCLeLLan. Was it later the same day then that the sugges- 
tion was made that you make it a thousand dollars ¢ 

Mr. Moorenrap. No; I think that was on another visit. 

Senator McCLeLian. On another visit / 

Mr. Moorengap. Yes; a few days later. 

Senator McCue tian. I had a little difficulty hearing you. As I 
understand it you were given the endorsement of the committee back 
in March—earlier, much earlier, were you not / 

Mr. Moorrueap. I got a copy of a letter to that effect ; yes, sir. 

Senator McC.etian. Do you have the letter? 

Mr. Mooreneap. No,sir; 1 don't have one. Mr. Hall does. 

Senator McCLeLttan. What is the date of that letter? Do you have 
it, Mr. Hall? 

Mr. Hatx. The letter was dated January the 6th, 1950. 

Senator McCietLan. Will you read the letter, please / 

Mr. Hatt. The recommendation was dated December the 29th, 
1949, and the letter says: 

Attached herewith is a copy of recommendation to the Post Office Department 
for the appointment of Mr. E. D. Moorehead as rural carrier out of Winborn, 
Miss., post office at the earliest possible date approval is received from the Civil 
Service Commission. 

Sincerely yours, 
RB. C. Beaswey, Acting Secretary. 
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Senator McCLeLtan. To whom was the letter addressed in the Post 
Office Department / 

Mr. Hatt. You mean the letter addressed to the post-office 
authority ¢ 

Senator McCLe.Lian. Yes. 

Mr. Haux. Hon. V. C. Burke. 

Senator McCLetitan. That was before the Civil Service Commis- 
sion had established an eligibility list / 

Mr. Hau. Before it was received. Mr. Moorehead had the grades 
and so he had the eligibility list from the Department himself. Mr. 
Beasley had not received it at the time. 

Senator McCietitan. Now, then, Mr. Moorehead, how long was it 
after that that vou were told something had gone wrong with it / / 

Mr. Moorenrap. March the 24th. 

Senator McCiettan. When / 

Mr. Moorenrap. March the 24th, I believe, the day of the Jefferson- 
Jackson Day dinner. 

Senator McCLe.ttan. Who told you something had vone wrong 4 

Mr. Mooreneap. Mr. Beasley told Mr. Hall. 

Senator McCrietian. Told Mr. Hall that something had gone 
wrong? 

Mr. Mooreueap. Yes. 

Senator McCLettan. What was it? What had gone wrong; do you 
know ? 

Mr. Mooreneap. No; I don’t know. 

Senator McCLetian. Did they ever tell you what it was that went 
wrong ¢ 

Mr. Mooreneap. No, sir. 

Senator McCLettan. Do you know now ¢ 

Mr. Mooreneap. That is what I hope to learn in this hearing. 

Senator McC.Lettan. You have not been able to find out yourself? 

Mr. Mooreurap. No, sir; I surely haven't. 

Senator McCiettan. When did it get all right again ? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Sir? 

Senator McCretian. When did everything get all right again ? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Well, Mr. Jac ‘kson told me eve rything was all right 
on the—well, the next to the last trip I made down there. It was the 
latter part of March, or the last few days in March. 

Senator McCietian. Do you make contributions frequently to polit- 
ical campaigns ? 

Mr. Moorenerap. No, sir. 

Senator McCLetian. Did you ever make one before / 

Mr. Mooreneap. No, sir. 

Senator McCrietnan. You have never contributed to a political 
campaign ¢ 

Mr. Moorrurap. No, sir; not to my knowledge. 

Senator McCLetntan. At any time? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Not to my knowledge. 

Senator McCLeL.an. This is your first and only one? 

Mr. Moorengap. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLetian. You said something about being able to pay 


$2,500, if I understood you correctly a while ago. 


Mr. Moorrnrap. Yes, sir. 
Senator McCLetitan. What does this job pay ? 
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Mr. Moorrneap. Well, it pays about $3,300, mileage and all. The 
salary is $2,600, I believe. 

Senator McCie.xan. It pays about $3,300 a year? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes, sir—including equipment allowance. 

Senator McCietian. I am not trying to ascertain the particular 
details as to how much you make in your work or anything, but when 
you said it was worth $2,500, you were able to pay that, do you mean 
you have the means that enables you to pay such prices as that for 
a job that would only pay $3,300 a year? 

Mr. Moorrengap. Yes, sir; I meant I was able to pay that much 
money. 

Senator McCuecxan. That is all I have. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Moorehead, at the time of this meeting you 
had with Mr. Jackson, when you gave him the thousand-dollar bill, 
who was present with you? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Hall, the gentleman sitting with you there 
now ¢ 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And did you give the thousand-dollar bill to 
Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did he say when you gave him the bill? 

Mr. Moorzueap. He put it in his billfold and he says, “Your thou- 
sand dollars is right here; it will be in escrow until your appointment 
comes through. If it doesn’t, your thousand dollars is still here.” 

Mr. FianaGan. So that then there was no doubt in your mind that, 
if you did not get the job, you were going to get your cnc dollars 
back; is that right ? 

Mr. Moorenead. That is what he said. 

Mr. Firanacan. That is what he told you? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And that is what you believed ? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. Mr. Hall, you were present, I believe, when this 
thousand dollars was paid to Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Hat. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you see Mr. Moorehead give Mr. Jackson the 
$1,000 ? 

Mr. Haru. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you hear the conversation that took place be- 
tween Mr. Jackson and Mr. Moorehead ? 

Mr. Haut. I did. 

Mr. Franacan. Can you relate to the best of your recollection what 
that conversation was at the time of the payment? 

Mr. Hatz. You mean after he carried the bill in there? 

Mr. Fianaaan. Yes. 

Mr. Hatt. He gave him the bill. Mr. Jackson came to us. We were 
sitting outside of the office and he told us to come in the office. He 
said he knew the appointment was in the mail and we went on in 
there and Mr. Moorehead made the donation and he put it in his 
pocket and he told him he would have it there ; if anything went wrong 
to let him know. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. Did he indicate that he would give the money back 
if anything went wrong? 

Mr. Haru. That is what I thought. 

Mr. Fianacan. Is there any doubt in your mind that that job was 
being sold ¢ 

Mr. Hari. It was made plain to us from the word “go” that it 
would be a donation. Everybody we talked to said there were no jobs 
for sale down here and they would investigate each and every man 
and see if Mr. Moorehead was the man, and if he was, why, the 
Democratic committee would recommend Mr. Moorehead as a good, 
upright Christian man. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And that he would get the money back if anything 
went wrong ¢ 

Mr. Hatz. That was my understanding. 

Mr. Frianacan. To your underst: anding was this the conversation 
that Mr. Jackson had with Mr. Moorehead 

Mr. Haut. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Where did this conversation take place—in Mr. 
Jackson’s office ? 

Mr. Hatx. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. In his own office ? 

Mr. Hau. In his own office. 

Mr. Fuanacan. It did not take place in the office of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Hau. No, sir. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Which happens to be in the s same building? 

Mr. Haun. We were in Mr. Jackson’s office. 

Mr. Franacan. I think for the record here I should state that Mr. 
Moorehead was recommended by Mr. Hood to the Department the 
first time on December 29, 1949, and the record will show that Hood 
then recommended a man named Ayres on March 27, 1950. However, 
that recommendation never went out and Hood again on April 1, 1950, 
recommended Moorehead and then you were appointed on the 12th 
and this recommendation was about 2 days after you made the con- 
tribution ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Hatt. No. The contribution, as I understand it, was made 
after the recommendation had been mailed. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Oh, it was after the recommendation had been 
mailed ? 

Mr. Moorrenead. The contribution was made on April 3. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And the recommendation had gone out on the first ? 

Mr. Moorrueap. That is what they told me; yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Then the record is correct. 

Senator McCretzan. Mr. Moorehead, did you have to borrow the 
money ? 

Mr. Moorreneap. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCieLLan. So when you said you were able to pay $2,500 
for it you meant you could promptly borrow that much money ? 

Mr. Moorenean. I had the arrangements made; yes. 

Senator McCuierizan. To pay as much as $2,500? 

Mr. Mooreneap. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. But you did not mean to imply that you had 
the means and that you could afford it in that sense ? 

Mr. Mooreneap. No, sir; not by any means. 
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Senator Munpr. Suppose you had made the thousand-dollar dona- 
tion and not gotten the job, would you have been somewhat hard 
pressed not to have had that thousand dollars? Would it mean some- 
thing to take that out of your family budget? Was it an item of con- 
siderable importance to you? 

Mr. Mooreneap. I don’t think so. 

Senator Munpr. You think it would have been all right to have 
made the contribution ? 

Mr. Moorneap. I mean it wouldn’t have created any undue hard- 
ship on me to carry the thousand dollars. Is that what you asked 
for? 

Senator Munpr. I am trying to find out whether in the normal 
prosecution of whatever business you were in, that, if somebody was 
a candidate for office, you were in a financial position to make a 
thousand-dollar « nt ibution ? 

Mr. Mooreneap. I didn’t understand you. 

Senator Munpr. I am trying to find out from you whether, in what- 
ever business you were engaged in prior to this election or application 
for a job, you were getting income or whether you were in a financial 
position so that you could agree to offer a thousand-dollar contribution 
to a political candidate ? 

Mr. Moorrengap. Well, according to my income, I had enough 
income to take care of it. However, after standing by the Dem- 
ocratic Party after everything went States’ rights, naturally if they 
wouldn’t stand by me I wouldn’t have any money to give them. 

Senator Munpr. You were giving it for the job? 

Mr. Moorrneap. I expect them to stand by me if I am going to 
stand by them. 

Senator Munpr. By “standing by” you mean they would take care 
of you, or they were to take care of you with a job? 

Mr. Moorrnrap. Well, they told me they had done it ; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. That is all, gentlemen. There is some gent!cnan 
here who asked me about taking a picture of the members of the com- 
mittee and he wanted to get it right now. Do you want to get it 
right now ? 

(Short intermission.) 

Senator Hory. I will call Mr. Carl Frank Ferrell. Come forward 
to the stand. 

Hold up your right hand. You solemnly swear that the testimony 
which you give in this proceeding shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Ferrey. I do. 

Senator Hory. Do you want your lawyer to sit next to you ? 

Mr. Frerrein. Yes, please. 

Senator Horny. You may have a seat there. 


TESTIMONY OF CARL FRANK FERRELL, WINBORN, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Ferrell, give your name and address to the 
reporter. 

Mr. Frerrevi. Carl Frank Ferrell; Route 1, Winborn, Miss. 

Senator Hory. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Ferreti. Iam a farmer. 


MRE: 


seta a abi 


dott oe 


ewe 





he 





a 


LM ts 100 


segateteL 


lew 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 63 

Senator Hory. Mr. Ferrell, tell in your own way about your con 
act with any members of the Democratic State Committee with ref 
erence to getting an appointment for rural carrier and with wines 
you had any conversations. 

Mr. Ferret. I made three trips to Jackson. I talked to Mr. Curtis 
Beasley before any of the ratings had come out. Mr. Beasley said he 
was glad I came down and he told Mr. Hood I was there. 

Senator Hory. This was after the Civil Service Commission ? 

Mr. Ferret. No; that was just before—no, after we took the 
examination; before we got the rating. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Just to clarify the record, you meant that you had 
taken the examination for a rural carrier’s job at Winborn, Miss. ? 

Mr. Ferreti. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. The same job that Mr. Moorehead, the man who was 
just on the stand now, holds? 

Mr. Ferrevy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. All right, go ahead. 

Senator Hory. Tell about your conversation. 

Mr. Ferrety. I came down with Mr. Lester Coison and talked to 
Mr. Beasley. Well, Mr. Beasley, of course, told me that, until the 
ratings came out, that they couldn’t do anything; that sometimes they 
were mightly slow being released. 

Well, when the 1 ratings came out, why I came back down and talked 
to Mr. Beasley again. I met Mr. Rogers at that time, but Mr. 
Rogers at that time never carried on any conversation; and Mr. Beasley 
told me, well, they would consider all applicants fairly, but at that 
time there was nothing he could tell me. 

And then I came down to the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner, and the 
next morning I went in to see Mr. Forest Jackson and, as I recall, 
Mr. Jackson took me into the office at 212 Century Building and intro- 
duced me to Mr. Hood and Mr. Mize and Mr. Rogers, and I told them 
that I believed I had been the victim of a blackmail scheme about I was 
supposed to have been shooting at a man’s house there and I was just 
hunting and we didn’t know that we had struck his house; we had just 
been shooting; and I invited him to make an investigation and he told 
me that he did not feel like they could go to the expense of attempting 
an investigation. 

Senator Hory. You asked who to make the investigation ? 

Mr. Ferrevy, I asked Mr. Hood. 

Senator Horry. All right. 

Mr. Ferreti. And Mr. Hood asked me if I had been served with any 
papers, had been arrested for anything? And I told him “No.” And 
it was at that time that Mr. Rogers says, “We understand that you are 
eee pay $4,000 for the job.” I told him that was ridiculous, that 

I didn't have $4,000 and if I did have I wouldn't pay it. And Mr. 
Hood laughed and says, “That is lots of money, isn't it?” And then 
Mr. Rogers stood up and that terminated that conference. 

Senator Hory. Was anybody with you at that time / 

Mr. Ferrety. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did you have any further discussions with either 
Mr. Hood or Mr. Rogers about this matter ? 

Mr. Frerreti. No; I hadn't. That was the first time I had met 
Mr. Hood and the first time I had met Mr. Mize and, as I reeall, 
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during all the time I was in there in the office Mr. Mize never said 
anything. 

Senator Hory. Is that the only conversation, all that transpired ? 

Mr. Frerrecy. That was all of it. 

Senator Hory. Have you ever had any further conversation with 
any member of the committee about this job? 

Mr. Frrrety. No; I never tried to see them any more. 

Senator Horry. And you did not get a recommendation? 

Mr. Ferret. No. I'told them that it was apparent to me that I 
wasn't going to get it, so I told them the only one eligible fellow, 
a veteran, Was Mr. Ayres, since he had also had overseas combat serv- 
ice he had 50 missions in the Air Force, whereas Mr. Moorehead 
never got away from home near Memphis. It is my understanding 
that he never got any farther away from Memphis, which was about 
50 miles from his home, and he served less than 60 days in the service. 

Senator Hory. You told them Mr. Ayres was a veteran / 

Mr. Ferrewy. I did; yes. 

Senator Horny. Did either member of the committee say anything to 
you about Mr. Ayres, whether or not they would recommend him ? 

Mr. Ferret. No, they didn’t seem to be impressed one way or 
another. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 

Mr. Fianacan. Mr. Ferrell, you say that you saw you were not 
going to get the job. What made you think that you were not going 
to get the job? 

Mr. Frerretyt. Well, Mr. Rogers made the $4,000 proposition and I 
told him that was ridiculous. I assumed " he was bargaining 
there but his figure was too high for me. I don’t know. I just 
assumed that I wasn’t going to get it. You see, he just stood up and 
dismissed the interview. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you get the definite impression at that con- 
ference that that job was for sale? 

Mr. Ferret. Well, I couldn’t have any other. 

Mr. Fianacan. In the civil service examination you received a 
mark of 94, Moorehead received 94, and Mr. Ayres received 92, and 
that included five veteran points. Are you an overseas combat 
veteran ¢ 

Mr. Ferrewu. I think that is all. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt? 

Senator Munpr. Did you know Mr. Ayres personally? 

Mr. Ferret. Why, yes, I know Mr. Ayres. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever discussed this job or position with 
him ? 

Mr. Frrrett. I didn’t discuss it with any Ayres until after the 
appointment was made. 

Senator Munpr. You have discussed it since the appointment? 

Mr. Ferreiy. Yes; I have since then. 

Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Ayres ever tell you about his experience in 
connection with getting the job? 

Mr. Ferrevu. Very little. Mr Ayres told me that they accepted a 
thousand dollars from him and returned it. 

Senator Munpr. He took the money on account ? 

Mr. Frrrevi. Yes; and sent it back to him. 
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Senator Munopr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Step down. 

Will Mr. Sidney Ayres and Mr. Hill both come forward ? 

Gentlemen, will you hold up your right hand? You each solemnly 
swear that the testimony you give in this hearing shall be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Ayres. I do. 

Mr. Hit. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY W. AYRES AND PROFESSOR HILL, 
WINBORN, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Ayres, will you give the court reporter your 
name and residence and vocation ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. Sidney W. Ayres, Winborn, Miss.; farmer. 

Senator Hory. Did you say farmer? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Ayres, I believe you are a veteran with overseas 
service ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you make application for appointment as a rural 
carrier at Winborn ? 

Mr. Ayres. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Did you stand an examination? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. After you took the examination and was one of the 
three eligibles on the list for appointment, whom did you visit and 
with whom did you confer on the committee with reference to getting 
the appointment ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. It was common knowledge in the State of Mississippi 
that the Mississippi Democratic Committee at Jackson had the pa- 
tronage, and I went down there and I talked to Mr. Beasley. So Mr. 
Beasley told me that they had not had a certified copy of the eligibility 
list in at that time and that he couldn’t do anything until that came in. 

Senator Hory. All right. Did you have any further conversation 
with him, or with any other member of the committee ? 

Mr. Ayres. Not at that time; no, sir. 

Senator Hory. When did you? 

Mr. Ayres. Well, the night of the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner, 
after the dinner I saw Mr. Beas ley, and he told me that the eligible 
list had come in. 

So later I saw Mr. John Noble down there, and he told me about it 
coming in, too, and said he thought I might be able to get the job 
for a thousand dollar contribution. 

Senator Hory. Who told you that? 

Mr. Ayres. Mr. Noble. 

Senator Hory. Who is Mr. Noble? 

Mr. Ayres. Mr. John Noble. 

Senator Hory. Who is he, what relationship does he have with the 
committee ? 

Mr. Ayres. I don’t know whether he had any or not. 

Senator Hory. Where does he live? 

Mr. Ayres. Hazlehurst, I think. 

Senator Hory. What is that? 
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Mr. Ayres. Hazlehurst, I think; I am not sure. 

Senator Hory. How did you h: <a to discuss it with him ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. Well I had a friend in Jackson that knew him, and he 
introduced me to Mr. Noble. He knew that Mr. Noble had known 
Mr. Rogers and Beasley, and all of them, and he figured he would give 
me the Tow -down on it. 

Senator Hory. You don’t know whether or not Mr. Noble was a 
memover of this committee ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. I don’t think so. 

Senator Hory. In your conversation with Mr. Noble he told you 
he thought you might get it for a thousand dollars? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. What did you do then / 

Mr. Ayres. Well, sir, Saturday morning my brother-in-law came 
to Jackson 

Senator Hory. Who is your brother-in-law / 

Mr. Ayres. Mr. Hill. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Ayres. He came to Jackson and I asked him if he would let 
me have the money, and he said yes, he would get a check cashed. 
So he got a check and gave me the money. 

Senator Hory. How much? 

Mr. Ayres. $1,000. 

Senator Hory. What did you do then? 

Mr. Ayres. I went up to the Century Building, and saw Mr. Beasley, 
and asked him about getting a job, so he sent me in the back office 
and told me to wait there and see Mr. Forrest Jackson. 

So I stayed in there for quite some time, and Mr. Jackson never 
did show up, and finally Mr. Beasley came in, and he told me to come 
back _e and see him, possibly next week. 

Well, I didn’t know just what to do then, so I happened to think 
about a friend, Mr. Massengale, and when he is in town he can be 
found in the lobby of the Walthall Hotel, and I went down there 
and happened to see him, and he told me there was a man who might 
be able to help me, and he carried me over and introduced me to Mr. 
Debrow and he told me I wanted 

Senator Hory. What is Mr. Debrow’s name—Henry ? 

Mr. Ayres. I don’t know his first name. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Ayres. And he said he might be able to help me, because of 
the thousand dollar donation, and I told him that that would be all 
right with me. 

So he asked me for the money, and I handed him the money, and 
we went up to the Century Building, but we did not go in, me and 
my brother-in-law, but he went in and said for us to come back 
later, that there wasn’t anybody in town then. 

So on Monday morning I came back to Jackson and contacted Mr. 
Debrow down at the Walthall Hotel, and he calied Mr. Rogers and 
made an appointment for us to come up there. 

I had already given him the money again, and—— 

Senator Horr. Now, the other time when you gave him the money, 
you took it back when you did not see anyone, didn’t you ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. No—well, let’s see, that is right, yes. 
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Senator Hory. All right. And then you came back again on 
Monday ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And Mr. Rogers was in and you went to see him? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Allright. What did you do then ? 

Mr. Ayres. When we got to the office, Mr. Debrow and Mr. Rogers 
went in the back office and talked a while and when they came out 
they asked me to go in and Mr. Rogers talked to me. He told me 
the job was not for sale, that he was not selling the job, but that this 
was just a contribution to the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Ayres. And that is about all I can remember of our conver- 
sation. 

When I came out, well, Mr. Beasley handed me a copy of a letter. 

Senator Hory. What was that letter? 

Mr. Ayres. A recommendation recommending me for the job. 

Senator Hory. Do you have a copy of the letter? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Will you produce it, please ? 

Mr. Ayers. Yes, sir [handing letter to Senator Hoey]. 

Senator Hory. This 1s the letter that Mr. Beasley gave you? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Dated March 27, 1950? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Addressed to the Honorable V. C. Burke, Deputy 
Postmaster General, Division of Rural Delivery Service, Post Office 
Department, Washington 25, D. C. 

That letter may be made a part of the record. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 4.° and 
follows :) 

Exuipit No. 4 

My Dear Mr. BurKE: This will refer to your letter, file RP: AF: TS., of March 
21, 1950, advising that the following are now eligible for appointment to the 
position of rural carrier at the Winborn, Benton County, Miss., post office: 

Carl Frank Farrell,’ R. F. D. No. 1 

Eulan Gay Moorehead,’ R. F. D. No. 1, Box 10. 

Sidney Rivers Ayers,’ Route No. 1, Box 11. 

The character and suitability of all three meet the necessary requirements 
but on careful consideration, after making investigation, it is believed that most 
of the patrons involved desire the services of Mr. Ayres. 

Therefore, it is recommended that Mr. Ayres be appointed at the earliest pos- 
sible date. 

Sincerely yours, 
CLARENCE E, Hoop, Jr. 

Senator Hory. What evidence did you submit to Mr. Rogers, or to 
any member of the committee, with reference to recommendations 
that you had had from other people for the appointment, if any? _Did 
you submit any recommendations from other people that you had in 
the form of a petition or statements / 

Mr. Ayres. Well, I had some letters written. 

Senator Hory. Did you give those to Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Ayres. Well, the people on the route mailed them in to Mr. 
Beasley. 





1 Military preference. 
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Senator Hory. To Mr. Beasley ? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Hory. All right. You received a copy of the letter on the 
same date it was written ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And that was March 27, 1950? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, what happened after that? 

Mr. Ayres. After I got the letter I went on back home, and they 
had already told me if I did not get the job they would refund my 
money. 

Senator Hory. Who told you that? 

Mr. Ayres. Mr. Debrow. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Debrow? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Hory. All! right. 

Mr. Ayres. And about 2 or 3 days later Mr. Hill called me and 
asked me to meet him in Memphis. So I met him in Memphis, and 
he told me about Mr. Debrow bringing back the money to him, and 
asking him to contact me, and he said that somebody else had already 
been recommended by Mr. Forrest Jackson and Mr. Beasley. 

Senator Hory. Now, do you remember when it was that this money 
was returned by Mr. Hill to you? 

Mr. Ayres. No, sir: I don’t, but it was the latter part of March, 
along about the 1st of April. 

Senator Hory. This letter given to you was dated March 27? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. About how long after that was it ? 

Mr. Ayres. I would say about 2 or 3 days. 

Senator Hory. I see. And Mr. Hill received the thousand dollars 
to return it to you? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any further conversation with any 
member of the committee about it ? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, Mr. Jackson. Later I talked to him. And I saw 
Mr. Forrest Jackson, and he told me I should have come to see him 
sooner. That is about all. [Laughter. ] 

Senator Hory. You were a little late getting in there. 

Senator McCrietitan. As I understand it from the other witness, 
this letter was never mailed. 

Mr. Ayres. Sir. 

Senator McCietian. Do you know whether they mailed the original 
letter recommending you? 

Mr. Ayres. No,sir. I don’t know. 

Senator McCretian. All you know is that you just got this copy, 
but you do not know whether the original was ever mailed ? 

Mr. Ayres. That is right. 

Senator McCiettan. To the Post Office Department ? 

Mr. Ayres. That is right. 

Senator McCrietian. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. It is not exactly clear in my mind just when this 
thousand dollar transaction took place. As I understand it, you gave 
the thousand dollars originally to Mr. Debrow ? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Munpr. Who returned it to you the same day you gave it 
to him, saying he could not see the people, they were not in Jackson, 
is that right ; ; the first time? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. And you went back then the following Monday ? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And you saw both Mr. Debrow and Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Ayres. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. And Debrow and Rogers went into the back room, 
and then they came out, and told you then to come into the back room ? 

Mr. Ayres. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Who was in the back room with you then ? 

Mr. Ayres. Mr. Rogers. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Rogers alone? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you then give him the thousand dollars ? 

Mr. Ayres. No, sir. 

Senator wea To whom did you give the thousand dollars ? 

Mr. Ayres. I gave the thousand dollars to Mr. Debrow in the hotel. 

Senator Munpr. Before you had gone in? 

Mr. Ayres. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. So that Mr. Rogers and Mr. Debrow were in the 
back room, and at that time Mr. Debrow had the thousand dollars? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. Thank you. That explains it. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. Hill, do you recollect being with Mr. Ayres on 
Saturday, March 25, 1950? 

Mr. Hi. That i is right. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. The d: ay after the Jackson Day Dinner? 

Mr. Hitz. Absolutely. 

Mr. Franacan. When he asked you for the thousand dollars? 

Mr. Hix. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you give him the thousand dollars? 

Mr. Hu. I did not have the thousand dollars. He haa the thou- 
sand dollars, I got it cashed on Saturday morning, he asked me to 
come down here with him on Friday night, so I did. : and then we went 
back home and came back down here the following day, so the next 
morning he asked me if I would be able to get the money in Jackson. 
We left. before banks opened up around home, and we came on down 
here, so I told him “Yes,” I would be able to get someone to endorse it, 
not knowing any of the bankers. I did; I had a friend endorse the 
check for me, and I got the thousand dollars and turned it over to him. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you accompany him to the office of the Missis- 
sippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Hii. I did not. 

Mr. Franacan. Later on were you contacted by Mr. Debrow in 
regard to this same matter ? 

Mr. Hi L. Right. 

Mr. Firanacan. When were you contacted by Debrow and where? 

Mr. Hix. It was several days later. He came up there, and at 
the time I was not at home, so I was riding around with some friends 
out from school, so I came in, and my wife asked me if anyone had 
seen me, and I told her “No.” She said, “Well, someone has been look- 
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ing for you,” and I said, “Who was it?” and she said she was not 
certain who it was. 

So in a little while Mr. Debrow came back around and called me 
out to talk with him. With him he had the thousand dollars which 
he was returning. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he hand you the thousand dollars in cash? 

Mr. Hitz. He did. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What did he say when he handed you this thousand 
dollars? 

Mr. Hitt. Well, he told me, he said that he was unable to get the 
job, due to the f: act that seemingly Mr. Beasley and Mr. Forrest Jack- 
son had taken over control, and they were not able to work it through 
as they had planned. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In other words, they got their wires crossed up 
some way, and they had to bring the money back, is that it? 

Mr. Hitt. They must have. 

Mr. FLanaGan. What other conversations did he have with you 
at that time? 

Mr. Hitz. Well, he said at a later date if they were able to do 
anything, that he would be glad to help us out, and he was doing 
that as a friend, and that he wanted to help the Ayres boy, because 
he felt like he was deserving of the position. 

Senator Hory. I see. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Did he say he would help you out by selling you 
another job somewhere else? Was that the idea ? 

Mr. Hitx. He did not say that; no. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He just said he would help you out ? 

Mr. Hitt. Yes; if he could. 

Mr. Franacan. That is all. 

Senator Hory. You gentlemen may stand aside. 

I will now call Mr. Debrow. 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give in this 
hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Drsrow. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HENRY DEBROW, JACKSON, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Debrow, give the court reporter your name 
and address and your occupation. 

Mr. Desrow. Henry Debrow, my residence is 1559 North State 
Street. Iam a salesman by profession. 

Senator Hory. Were you a mmeber of the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee / 

Mr. Dreprow. I was not, sir 

Senator Hory. Did you have any special affiliation or connection 
with the committee 4 

Mr. Drprow. I did not. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall a conversation with Mr. Ayres ? 

Mr. Depsrow. I recall that instance very clearly, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Go ahead and state just what that situation was. 

Mr. Derrow. | don’t recail the date, but it so happened that it was 
ona Saturday. I was sitting in the lobby of the Walthall Hotel, read- 
ing a paper. A Mr. Massengale, whom I scarcely had known around 
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the hotel, and had been on a couple of land, unsuccessful traisactions 
with him, came over to me, and he said, ““Debrow, I have some friends 
from my home I would like for you to meet.” 

So I walked over, and he introduced me to Professor Hill, whom I 
had previously met at a political gathering in the past, So he intro- 
duced me also to Mr. Ayres. 

So Mr. Massengale said, “This is Mr. Debrow, and I see him around 
here hob- nobbing with the Democratic committee,” and he said, “He 
might, could give you some information.’ 

So Mr. Hill—Professor Hill—told me that he was principal of the 
school at Holly Bluff, that is northwest of Yazoo City, and he had been 
teaching se hool for a number of years and was getting tired of it, and 
it was vetting to be monotonous, and that he would like to meet the 
Democratic committee, and learn to know them, and so on and so forth, 
and that he was a great supporter and admirer of President ‘Truman. 
| Laughter. | 

He said he would like to make a contribution to the Democratic 
Executive Committee of the State of Mississippi. He said, not know- 
ing them, “Would you mind walking up to the office and eee ing 
me to them?” Well, I said, “It being Saturday, Professor, I don’t 
know whether they are there or not, but I will step in the telephone 
booth and be glad to eall.” Which I did: and if I remember cor- 
rectly, either Mr. Beasley or Miss Yelverton, one of the secretaries, 
answered the phone, and ‘T said, “What about the committee, are they 
up there?” She said, “Yes; they are here.” 

So I hung up and I walked out of the telephone booth, and I said, 
“They are up there.” He said, “What about walking up there with 
vou /” and I said, “I am really not able to do too much walking, I have 
high blood pressure and a bad heart, and have not been able to do much 
work for several years, but I will do the best I can.” 

On the way up Professor Hill said to me, “Mr. Debrow, you knowing 
these fellows, I would like to make a thousand dollar contribution. 
Would you make it for me?” I said, “Providing you are present, 
I will be glad to.” 

So he gave me ten $100 bills on the way from the Walthall Hotel 
to the Century Building, which I accepted. 

After going up the street, approaching the Century Building, 
there stood the committee, you might say the whole committee, stand- 
ing out in front, and they had adjourned for the week. 

So I walks up to the committee that consisted of Mr. Hood, Mr. 
Mize, Mr. Rogers, and I don’t recall whether Mr. Jackson was present 
or not, but Mr. Beasley was present, and I think Miss Yelverton, the 
acting secretary. So I said, “A couple of gentlemen would like to 
talk to you fellows.” They said, “We are closed for the week. Tell 
them to come back next week.” That was it: so I turned around and 
I — “You heard what they said, so let’s go.” 

» I said, “I had better give you your thousand bue ks back. J 
cannot make your contribution for you today, Professor.’ 

Senator Hory. You did not tell them you had $1,000, did you? 

Mr. Drersrow. I beg pardon ? 

Senator Hory. You did not tell the committee you head $1,000 ? 

Mr. Desrow. No, no,no.  [{ Laughter. | 

Senator Horny. Proceed with your story. 

Mr. Desrow. So I said—so I gave them back their thousand dollars. 
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I came on back to the hotel, and I believe Brother Ayres said, “Would 
you like to have a bottle of beer?” I said, “I don’t drink beer, I have 
high blood pressure. I will drink a cup of coffee, or a cup of hot 
tea. 

So I went into the coffee shop of the hotel, and had either a cup 
of coffee or tea, I don’t recall which. They said, “Well, Mr. Debrow, 
we appreciate your effort.” I said, “If I can be of any service to you 
at no extra cost to me, I will be glad to doit.” [Laughter.] 

So we parted the ways. 

So the following Tuesday night, I believe it was, or maybe Sunday 
afternoon, I had a slight attack, and stayed in my bed Monday and 
Tuesday. So I think it was either Tuesday afternoon, or probably 
Wednesday afternoon, I am not positive, but it was probably the 
middle of the week, I came down for a bow! of soup about 6:30 or 7 
o'clock in the evening, and as I usually do eat at the Walthall Coffee 
Shop, I parked in back of the hotel, and coming through the lobby I 
met Mr. Ayres, and he was ail excited. He was pepped up to the 
fullest extent. 

He said, “I have been looking for you. Well, I said “I have been 
out to the room, I am sick, I have been sick for a couple of days.” 
He said, “I have got that job.” I said, “Well that is fine, congratu- 
lations, I think you are a very deserving young man, a veteran with 
plenty of foreign service,” and I said, “I Tam glad you got it.” He said, 
“Let's go up to ) the room and take a drink.” I said, “No, I thank you, 
but I am going to have a bow] of soup.” 

Well, - said, “I am going up to have a drink, and I will be back 
down.” I said, “All right.” I went in and had my bow! of soup, as 
I had intended to. 

So I was supposed to go to Purvis that afternoon, or that night, 
so I said to Ayres-—he wanted me to go up to the room, and he was 
so excited, he wanted to check out of the hotel and rush up to Holly 
Bluff to tell his sister, I believe—at the time I did not know Hill was 
his brother-in-law, all during this previous transaction I did not know 
they were brothers-in-law, but he wanted to get out of town, naturally, 
I guess he was happy over the appointment or recommendation, and 
he showed me a letter, a copy of the recommendation. 

I said, “I would go home this afternoon, but I don’t feel like driv- 
ing.” He said, “I will drive you. Let me take another drink first.”’ 
I said, “If you take another drink you won’t drive me, and I am not 
«ble to make the trip by myself.” 

So anyway, he drove me down to Purvis and back. He was very 
excited over the fact of getting the job and I was for him. 

So we came back to the Walthall Hotel, and he said, “By the way, 
I was just about to forget; the professor could not get off today. it 
is a school day, and he sent that thousand dollars to you by me to make 
a contribution for him.” I said, “Is that right?” and he said, ‘ ‘ves.” 
He said, “You know, he is getting tired of teaching se hool.” 

I said, “Well, I wish a lot of luck to you.” I got in my car and I 
(rove on out to my room. I could not go to sleep. He impressed 
me about this professor being tired of teaching sbdel: and sending 
that thousand dollars down there, and in the meantime, he told me 
they were brothers-in-law, and he checked out that night, he did not 
spend the balance of the night at the hotel, he wanted to show a copy 
of this letter to his sister, that he had secured this job. 
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Going out to my room I got to thinking and I said, “Well, that 
don’t smell right to me. I am going to let that school teacher make 
his own contribution.” 

So I takes his thousand dollars back. The reason I took the 
thousand dollars back to the school teacher was that I knew it was 
his thousand dollars, because he had given it to me the previous 

Saturday, and I gave it back to him, so I had not seen Mr. Ayres 
since I left him in the lobby of the hotel the night after driving me 
to south Mississippi and back, until he appeared here on the witness 
stand a few moments ago. 

Senator Hory. Well now, when you went over to the committee 
after you got the thousand dollars, what did you tell them ? 

Mr. Desrow. I told the professor, I said, “Professor,” I said, “I 
would not have hesitated in making this contribution for you in your 
presence, when you were in Jackson, but you sent this money to me 
to make the contribution,” and I said, “I would rather you make your 
own contribution, so I am delivering you back the same 10 $100 
bills I am led to believe that you gave me last Saturday, which I 
return back to you.” 

He said, “That is right, Mr. Debrow”; he said, “The first time I 
am in town I will go up and make the contribution myself.” TI said, 
“Well, I would rather you would do that.” 

Senator Hory. Did you make any statements to him about why you 
were bringing it back? 

Mr. Desrow. Just as I stated. 

Senator Hory. That something had gone wrong? 

Mr. Desrow. No, sir; just as I stated; I preferred he would make 
his own contribution. 

Senator Hory. You did not tell him about anybody else having 
been recommended ? 

Mr. Desrow. No, no; I did not know it. I thought the boy had 
the job. It was less than 60 hours, a couple or 3 days ago, and I 
had no way of knowing the boy did not get the job. 

Senator Hory. From the time that this money was given to you, 
that was the time when Mr. Ayres showed you the letter ? 

Mr. Desrow. Showed me the letter. He had the recommendation 
when he gave me the money for his brother-in-law, who wanted to 
make a contribution to the Democratic executive committee. 

Senator Hory. I understand, but when he showed you this copy 
of the letter, is that the time he left the money with you? 

Mr. Derrow. No; he showed me the copy of the letter earlier in 
the afternoon, I would say approximately 4:30 or 5 o’clock. 

Senator Horny. Now, when did he leave the money with you? 

Mr. Desrow. He gave me the money about 1:30 or 2 o’clock the 
next morning. 

Senatotr Hory. The next morning? 

Mr. Dernow. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. About 1:30 or 2 o’clock in the morning? 

Mr. Desrow. After we returned from south Mississippi. 

Senator Hory. I see. 

Mr. Desrow. He checked out of the hotel and was going on ee 

Senator Hory. You made this trip, and when you came back 
1:30 or 2 o'clock in the morning, it was Sunday morning, wasn’t it . 

82406—51——6 
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Mr. Desrow. It was not Sunday. 

Senator Hory. What morning was it? 

Mr. Desrow. Wednesday, or Thursday, it was in the middle of 
the week. I would not be positive. 

Senator Hory. Then he gave you the thousand dollars ? 

Mr. Desrow. He said, “Here is the thousand dollars my brother-in- 
law sent you to make a contribution for him to the Democratic com- 
mittee. 

Senator Hory. Where were you when he gave you that thousand 
dollars ? 

Mr. Desrow. On the back lot of the Walthall Hotel, on the park- 
ing lot. 

Senator Hory. After you received it that morning at 1:30 or 2 
o'clock, how long was it before you returned it to Mr. Hill? 

Mr. Desrow. Well, I went on out to my room, which was aay 
about 2:30 or 3 o'clock before I got to bed, so it was the next d: ay, I 
was sick all that day and felt bad, I have high blood pressure, so I 
don’t recall whether it was that day or the next day, Senator, that I 
took the money back to Professor Hill. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, did you know where he lived ? 

Mr. Desrow. Yes, sir; he told me where he lived. 

Senator Hory. Had you ever seen him before / 

Mr. Desrow. Professor Hill ? 

Senator Hory. Before that, until the day you met him with his 
en 

. Desrow. Oh, yes, I met Professor Hill up at a political speech 
in Rolling Fork, I be lieve it was, and we rehearsed the old politic al 
experiences. 

Senator Horry. You were acquainted with him / 

Mr. Drerrow. Slightly; not personally acquainted with him, Sena- 
tor, but after he told me who he was and all, we hashed up a little 
acquaintance there, political acquaintance, you understand. 

Senator Hory. Then you carried the money back and gave it to 
him ¢ 

Mr. Desrow. Back to the man whom I was told it belonged to. 

Senator Hory. Your only interest in him was that you preferred 
for him to make the contribution himself ? 

Mr. Desrow. I did not ee it, he preferred it himself. 

Senator Hory. I know, but you said you gave it back to him because 
you did not want to make it in his absence? 

Mr. Desrow. Yes. 

Senator Hory. So when you returned it to him, you told him that 
you preferred that he make the contribution himself, is that not right / 

Mr. Derrow. If he wanted to make the contribution, he could make 
it himself. 

Senator Hory. Was that your only reason for returning the money 
to him? 

Mr. Drenrow. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCretitan. If I understood the other witness correctly 
there is a rather serious conflict between your testimony and theirs. 

Mr. Desrow. I understand there is; yes, sir. 


Senator McCiettan. My understanding has been, as I recall their 


testimony, that you did give Ayres’ money to the committee. 
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Mr. Desrow. I did not give any money to the committee. 

Senator McCietnan. As I understood their testimony they testified 
they did. 

Mr. Desrow. I understand, 

Senator McCrietian. You say now that you never give any money 
to any member of the committee ? 

Mr. Desrow. I did not. 

Senator McCietiran. Mr. Hood, Mr. Beasley, or Mr. Rogers, or 
anyone else, you never gave any money to anyone? 

Mr. Desrow. I did not. 

Senator McCietian. Did you report to them when you gave the 
money back that something h: ad gone wrong / 

Mr. Desrow. I did not. 

Senator McCiettan. No such conversation as that occurred 7 

Mr. Derrow. No, sir. 

Senator McCLettan. You kept the money for a day or part of the 
day or even into the next day before you returned it? 

Mr. Derrow. I think I would be truthful in saying that, Senator; 
yes. 

Senator McCiettan. Where were you when you returned it ? 

Mr. Dresrow. At the school buil ling at Holly Bluff, Miss. 

Senator McCietian. How far is it ‘from here / 

Mr. Desrow. It is about 40 miles or something like that to Yazoo 
City and I would say Holly Bluff is probably approximately 15, 18 
miles northwest of there. 

Senator McCietitan. So you drove some 50 or 60 miles to return 
the money to them 4 

Mr. Drsrow. I certainly did. 

Senator McC Lexan, In the meantime, from the time you received 
it until you returned it to him did you have any conversation with 
any member of the committee whom you named here, Mr. Hood, Mr. 
Rovers, 0 r Mr. Beas sley ¢ 

Mr. ium. No: I did not. 

Senator McCLetitan. You neither saw them or had any conversation 
with them ? 

Mr. Desrow. No; I did not. 

Senator McCietian. Nor did you attempt to deliver the money to 
them ? 

Mr. Dresrow. No, sir, because I didn’t like the idea of it. He could 
lave come for the money. I didn’t mind going up here with the 
money. If Mr. Hill wants to make a thousand-dollar contribution I 
would want him to know where that money went and sending that 
money to me, I didn’t like it and I sent it back to him. I said to him, 
‘Any time you want to make a contribution I will be glad to come 
up with you. 

Senator McCie.tian. Except for the time when you went with him, 
when you say the committee had adjourned at that time, did you at 
any time go with them to the committee / 

Mr. Denr ow. No. 

Senator McCieitxan. Or to their room ? 

Mr. Derrow. No: I did not, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know Mr. Rogers ? 

Mr. Desrow. Mr. Curtis Rogers ? 
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Senator Munpr. Yes. 

Mr. Deprow. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever talk to Mr. Curtis Rogers in his com- 
mittee headquarters about Mr. Ayres! 

Mr. Desrow. No;I didnot. Ihave not. 

Senator Munpr. And you were here and heard the testimony of 
Mr. Ayers to the effect that you and he went into the committee room, 
at which time you and Mr. Rogers went into the back room and had 
a conference. 

Mr. Dersrow. I heard that statement. 

Senator Munpr. And at the time of this conference you had this 
thousand dollars in your pocket. You heard that testimony ? 

Mr. Desrow. That is what he stated. 

Senator Munpr. You heard that testimony under oath ? 

Mr. Desrow. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Now, under oath do you testify what he said is a 
complete falsehood ? 

Mr. Desrow. Yes, sir; I do. 

Senator Munpr. And you do that knowing that under the laws of 
the Government you might be subjected to prosecution for prejury / 

Mr. Derrow. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You have no hesitancy whatsoever in saying dog- 
matically that you never had such a conference with Mr. Rogers i in 
the back room ? 

Mr. Desrow. You want the truth and I told you, the same as I 
stated to the committee previously. 

Senator Munpr. You have no hesitancy in saying after what you 
have heard in this hearing room today that your only conference 
with Mr. Rogers, Mr. Wood, or any of the other members of the com- 
mittee about this thousand dollars was at this sidewalk conference 
and that at that time you did not tell them who the party was? 

Mr. Desrow. That is the only time it was mentioned; and at that 
time I did not tell them who was wanting to do that. 

Senator Munpr. That is your final statement in view of what you 
know of the meaning of your sworn obligations before this committee 
and in view of possible prosecution for perjury, that is your delib- 
erate statement, that what Mr. Ayers testified to in that connection 
ee 

Mr. Desrow. Yes. I understand that; yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Mr. Debrow, I don’t think the record is quite clear 
as to what Professor Hill told you at the time of your initial meeting 
when he wanted to make this thousand dollar contribution. Why 
did he want to make a thousand dollar contribution to the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Desrow. I didn’t ask him for his reason for that, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Didn’t he give you any reason ? 

Mr. Derrow. No; no specific reason. He said he was a Truman sup- 
porter and was for the administration and that he realized that they 
were having somewhat a hard time to organize, something to that 
effect. I wouldn’t want to be quoted verbatim on that statement. We 
went in and had a cup of coffee and talked at random about 5 or 
10 minutes, I presume, and he said how logical in his opinion, and 
I had no right to tell him whether to do or don’t, but he seemed to 
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have a logical idea that he was convinced and I didn’t know that they 
were brothers-in-law, you understand. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I realize that. 

Mr. Desrow. And I didn’t know at that time, at the beginning 
when he mentioned the thousand dollars, that Mr. Ayres was an ap- 
plicant for this rural route. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You have explained all that. Have you seen Mr. 
Hill since the time you gave him back the thousand dollars? 

Mr. Dresrow. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. When did you see him? 

Mr. Desrow. During the State teachers convention here on Friday, 
around noon. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you have any conversation with him at that 
time concerning the thousand dollars? 

Mr. Desrow. I was w: alking down the street and he stoppe “d me. He 
said, “I just came from the Walthall Hotel looking for you.” T said, 

“Ts that right, Professor?” He said,“Where have you been?” I said, 
“T have been down at Hattiesburg. I have a brother-in-law who is 
sick and I have been operating a drive-in for my sister and I have 
been operating it for 2 weeks and I am dead tired.” He said, “TI have 
been up to the Walthall, I want to see you.” I said, “All right, 
Professor.” 

He said, “You know my brother-in-law made an affidavit.” T said, 
“Your brother-in-law?” He said, “Yes.” I said, “Is that right?” He 
said,“Yes.” Isaid,“About what?” Hesaid, “He didn’t get that job.” 
I said, “He didn’t?” He said, “No.” “Well,” I said, “I am sorry to 
hear it. Did the civil service post him or something? What hap- 
pened?” He said, “No, it looked like he got turned down.” I said, 
“TIsthat right? Imsorry.” I said, “I didn’t know.” 

He said, “He made an affidavit, but he don’t want to hurt you, Mr. 
Debrow.” He said, “We appreciate what you offered to do for us, 
we appreciate that. He don’t want to hurt you.” I said, “I will tell 
you one thing, Professor. It looks like you are going to be in this 
category, too, if he made an affidavit, because if they have me sub- 
pens 1ed to be here I am going to let the chips fall where they may, 
I am going to tell the truth.” He turned just as red as that red 
spot in your necktie and he went back to the Walthall Hotel. 

Mr. Franacan. That is the last time you saw the professor? 

Mr. Desrow. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Hill, will you come back to the microphone for 
just a few minutes? 

When did you first learn that Mr. Ayres was an applicant for this 
rural-route mail job? 

Mr. Desrow. After we came back on the way up to Century Building 
the Saturday prior to the time he got 

Senator Munpr. After you returned from that sidewalk conference? 

Mr. Desrow. Before we arrived. 

Senator Munpr. You were in your room? 

Mr. Desrow. This was up Capitol Street from the Walthall Hotel, 
sir, from the post office. 
aaa Munpr. On the way up he told you he had applied for a 
job? 

Mr. Denrow. He said that there was a vacancy to be appointed 
on the eligible list. 
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Senator Munpr. Did you have any conservation with either Ayres 
or Mr. Hill prior to that time indicating that you had heard around 
the lobby or at any rate, hear that the State democratic committee was 
handing out jobs? 

Mr. Desrow. No, I did not. 

Senator Munpr. Was there anything in your conservation when 
you walked over there that Saturday afternoon indie: iting a relation- 
ship between that thousand dollar contribution and Mr. Ayres’ desires 
to be a postman ? 

Mr. Desrow. No; I did not. 

Senator Munpr. You did not have any idea in your mind that there 
was any rels cag 9 between the two facts, the fact that he was able 
to—or, rather, the fact that he was applying for a job and the fact 
that he was anxious to give a thousand dollars ‘ 

Mr. Desrow. I hadn’t heard anything about it. My brother had 
gotten one of those jobs and they didn’t mention anything to him, 
so I didn’t know anything about it. I hadn’t heard anything about 
having to pay money 

Senator Munpr. Your brother got a job, I think you stated. 

Mr. Deprow. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. He didn’t make any contribution ? 

Mr. Desrow. He certainly did not. He didn’t have a quarter then 
and he hasn’t got a quarter today. 

Senator Munpr. Why do you suppose a war veteran would come 
before this subcommittee and, according to your testimony, deliber- 
ately falsify his statement and try to involve you in a conference with 
Mr. Rogers that never took place, and involve you in the taking of 
a thousand dollars in that back room and coming out of the room with 
the thousand dollars with a recommendation that you hadn’t gotten 
and try to involve you in a trip which you say never took place for the 
reason which you related to return the thousand dollars, with the 
statement that the job fell through ? 

Mr. Drsrow. The only thing I can give an account for or imagine 
any reason on earth that a man would deliberately walk into the lobby 
of a hotel and meet a stranger and ask him to do him a favor and then 
turn around and make such assertions. I think he is sore because he 
didn’t get the job and I am an innocent victim. I was trying to help 
the man. 

Senator Munpr. You didn’t do anything to hurt him when he at- 
tempted to get the job, did you? 

Mr. Desrow. No: I did not. I thought the man had the job until 
I met the professor on the street a week or 10 days ago. I didn’t even 
know the man made an affidavit. 

Senator Munpr. And at the time you gave him back the thousand 
dollars you think that Ayres had the job? 

Mr. Derrow. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. About how much earlier was that ? 

Mr. Derrow. I don’t recall the dates but it must have been months. 

Senator Mcunpr. A month or so? 

Mr. Derrow. Oh, probably longer than that. Months. I can’t 
remember today, Senator, how long it has been since the expiration 
of the time. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 
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Mr. Franacan. Mr. Hill, will you come back for a moment ? 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF PROFESSOR HILL, WINBORN, MISS. 


Mr. Fianacan. You have listened to Mr. Debrow’s testimony here 
concerning the last time he saw you at this Mississippi teachers’ meet- 
ing in Jackson. 

Mr. Hitz. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. You heard his version of the conversation with 
you. Will you tell us your version of the conversation he had with 
vou ¢ 
' Mr. Hitt. Please, sir, I would like to go back just a little and re- 
iterate some of the things that he has said and I said. 

As far as knowing him prior to this meeting that was had with my 
brother-in-law, I had never seen the man before and as I swore here 
under oath, that is true without any undue reservations whatsoever 
on my part. 

And, furthermore, seemingly he is just trying to cast some shadows 
or reflections on me and I tried to go about this thing in as nice a way 
as possible because I knew him. 

Last Saturday a week ago I was up in Lawyer Faresi’s office and 
at that time I had gone rae to see my brother-in-law and carried my 

family with me and so he suggested that we go over to see Mr. 
1 aresi and we did oe in the meantime we had a little joke about it 
down here. I picked up Mr. Sheridan’s hat and brought it back and 
told him that unless it was necessary I didn’t care too much about 
appearing. 

So in reference to the meeting on the street, I was walking down 
through the M. E. 'T. and Debrow, lo and behold hailed me and said, 
“Hello, Hill, how are you getting along?” And I said, “Fine, thank 
you.” So he asked me what had been told by my brother-in-law and 
I told him that I wasn’t positive. He says, “Well, if my name has not 
been brought in, please refrain from bringing it in.’ 

I told Faresi about it and I said I would rather that this would not 
be mentioned; that he had seen me and he asked me not to say any- 
thing about it, and that is what I was trying to do in a nice and re- 
spectable manner and so he comes along and brings up this mess and 
I think my brother-in-law in back here in the back room will hold true 
to what I have said in the fact that he gave him the money, that he 
gave him the money. I had no part in giving Debrow the money. 
That I did get the money from the bank and turned it over to him and 
from there the transaction was carried on with Debrow. 

Debrow did bring me back the money and he stated what I have 
previously stated here before. 

Senator McCieiian. Do I understand that you did not, you say, 
give the money to Debrow ? 

Mr. Hiwz. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. That your brother-in-law was the one? 

Mr. Hitui. Absolutely. I was only with Debrow I would say 5 
minutes during the entire time that first meeting there when he first 
met him. 

Senator McC.Letian. How did he know to return the money to you? 

Mr. Hinz. I beg pardon? 


Senator McCLe.ian. How did he know to return the money to you? 
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Mr. Hux. Because my brother-in-law and I were together when my 
brother-in-law presented him with the money. 

Senator McCietian. Did he know that your brother-in-law had 
gotten the money from you? 

Mr. Hitz. I don’t recall whether he knew that or not. It is a 
possibility. 

Senator McCrietian. Do you know whether your brother-in-law had 
so advised him ? 

Mr. Hinx. He could have. 

Senator McCietian. You don’t know about that ? 

Mr. Hitz. We were together at the time that he gave him the money ; 
I am sure of that, however. 

Senator Munpr. The first time you were there was when he gave 
him the money, you said ? 

Mr. Hux. Yes; the first time I was with him, that was on a Satur- 
day, and I went back and I didn’t come back here Monday with him 
because I was working, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Horry. Stand aside. Mr. Ayres, will you come to the stand 
for a minute ¢ 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY W. AYRES, WINBORN, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Take a seat, Mr. Ayres. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Ayres, have you been in the room during all 
of the testimony of Mr. Debrow? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Have you heard everything he said ? 

Mr. Ayres. I didn’t hear quite all of it, I was in the back, but I 
heard part of it. 

Senator Munpr. Let me review the part of it that we are particu- 
larly interested in. Did you testify before this committee that after 
your first contact with Mr. Debrow, at which time you gave him the 
thousand dollars and he returned it to you, the second time you saw 
Mr. Debrow you went with him to the headquarters of the Mississippi 
Democratic committee? 

Mr. Ayres. That is true. 

Senator Munpr. Did you testify that the second time you saw Mr. 
Debrow that at the time he left the office of the committee he again 
had your thousand dollars? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir; he had the thousand dollars the second time. 

Senator Munpr. The second time? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Did you testify that in the office of that committee 
Mr. Debrow and Mr. Rogers went into a back room and left you 
sitting out front and that they had a conference between themselves 
alone ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. That is true. 

Senator Munpr. Did you testify that after that was done that then 
you were shown this letter that you had received this appointment ? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. You heard Mr. Debrow deny that under oath? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 


Se 
of M 
tocl 
M 
[ dic 
sect 
didn 
T ha 
and 
Se 
thou 
mon 
that 
M 
that 
tions 
have 
Se 
Debt 
cone 
unde 
those 
forei 
conse 
siona 
testi 
Mi 
Mi 
this 1 
Se 
mitte 
comn 
M1 
Sel 
to ret 
Mr 
time 
Se} 
Hill 
back 
Mr 
Mr. I 
Ser 
Mr 
Sel 
back, 
Mr 
Bluff 
I live 
my bi 
Ser 
Mr 
Ser 
quest: 





ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE Sl 


Senator Munpr. Is there anything that transpired in the testimony 
of Mr. Debrow that leads you now to testify under oath that you want 
to change your original testimony in any way ? 

Mr. Ayres. No, sir; I haven’t anything to change except that night 
[I did go down to Hattiesburg to see somebody down there about some 
section job. He said he had a sore foot and he couldn't drive, but I 
didn’t drive but just a little ways coming back and when I got in there 
I had a room there at the hotel and I slept about a couple of hours 
and went home. 

Senator Munpr. Did you try to convey to Mr. Debrow that this 
thousand dollars that was given to the committee was not your own 
money but that you had obtained it through your brother-in-law and 
that that was his contribution rather than - yours ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. No, sir; it was my contribution because I was the one 
that was w anting the job and it was common knowledge that contribu- 
tions had to be made in order to get a job. My brother-in-law didn’t 
have anything whatsoever to acc omplish except helping me. 

Senator Munpr. Let me ask you the final question that I asked Mr. 
Debrow. You have a lawyer here and he undoubtedly has advised you 
concerning the Federal laws on perjury, which are pretty severe and 
understanding that the courts are rather concerned about enforcing 
those laws, and there is no congressional immunity in and about en- 
forcing that law; having those things in mind and the possible 
consequences which may come about if a man lies before a congres- 
sional committee under oath, you do not want to change any of your 
testimony ¢ 

Mr. Ayres. No,sir. Everything I said was true. 

Mr. Farest. Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of the record may I ask 
this witness some questions to clear this up ? 

Senator Hory. ae may write down, under the rules of the com- 
mittee, any questions you want to ask him and submit them to the 
committee. 

Mr. Farest. All right. 

Senator Hory. While he is doing that, did you inform Mr. Debrow 
to return this money to your brother-in-law, Mr. Hill? 

Mr. Ayres. I don’t remember whether I told him or not, but the first 
time that I gave the money to Mr. Debrow, Mr. Hill was there. 

Senator Hory. I know, but, now, to bring the money back to Mr. 
Hill when he returned it. Will you explain why he took the money 
back to Mr. Hill unless you told him you got the money from Mr. Hill? 

Mr. Ayres. Well, I probably told him that I got the money from 
Mr. Hill. 

Senator ee Did you? 

Mr. Ayres. I don’t remember for sure. 

Senator Hory. Now, you started to explain why he took the money 
back. Will you do that? 

Mr. Ayres. I think I can, because Mr. Hill was teaching at Holly 
Bluff and it is about 40 miles there and it is about 225 miles to where 
I live and, naturally, he would take the shortest distance. He knew 
my brother-in-law would contact me. 

Senator Horry. Did he know that Hill was your brother-in-law? 

Mr. Hitt. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Ayres, while the attorney is writing out his 
questions, perhaps in the interest of complete equity I should ask you 
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the question I asked Mr. Debrow. Can you think of any reason why 
Mr. Debrow would want to come before this committee deliberately 
and perjure himself to your injury ? 

Mr. Ayres. Well, nothing except he was left out with Mr. Rogers 
and Hood and that group and wanted to try to clear them. That is 
all I know. 

Senator Munpr. It is your belief that he was affiliated in some way 
with the members of the Democratic National Committee / 

Mr. Ayres. Now I do; yes. Before I didn’t know for sure. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Ayres, your attorney wishes these questions 
asked of you. How many combat missions did you engage in? 

Mr. Ayres. Fifty. 

Senator Hory. Had you ever known Mr. Debrow prior to that, prior 
to your first meeting with him? 

Mr. Ayres. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have you any reason for wanting to testify about 
Mr. Debrow, that is, to hurt him? 

Mr. Ayres. No, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. You made some remark about it being com- 
mon knowledge that the only way to get a job was to make a contribu- 
tion. 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. Do you mean to make that statement? What 
do you mean by “common knowledge?” Did you hear people talking 
about it / 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator McCrertan. Had you heard people talking about it before 
you made an effort to secure a job, getting a job? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator McCretitan. Did you hear that before you came to Jack- 


son ? 


Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator McCuiettan. Was there talk about it in your own com- 
munity ? 

Mr. Ayres. Well, yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Sir? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Was Mr. Massengale a friend of yours, or was he 
Mr. Debrow’s friend or a mutual friend of both of you? 

Mr. Ayres. He was my friend. 

Senator Munpr. Your friend? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Did he overhear enough of the conversation be- 
tween you and Mr. Debrow and your brother-in-law, Mr. Hill, so that 
his test4mony might shed some light as to where the truth lies in this 
conflict of testimony ? 

Mr. Ayres. He might have, sir. 

Senator Munpr. He heard some of it, anyhow? 

Mr. Ayres. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. I think, Mr. Chairman, that he ought to be called 
as a witness. 

Senator Hory. You may stand aside. Mr. Jackson, will you come 
back to the stand? 

Is Mr. Massengale in the house? 

(No response.) 
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Senator Horry. Mr. Jackson, Mr. Flanagan wants to ask you about 
some phase of the matter that has not been investigated. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF FORREST BUTLER JACKSON, 
ATTORNEY, JACKSON, MISS. 


Mr. Franacan. Mr. Jackson, did you ever have any conversations 
or communications with any representative or official of the ee 
sippi Democratic Committee with regard to receiving legal work i 
connection with the RFC loans in this State? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Will you tell us what these conversations or com- 
munications were ? 

Mr. Jackson. The Mississippi Chemical Co. or Mississippi Chemi- 
cal Corp., I forget the exact title of the company, operates a plant or 
is now about to begin operating a plant, I think they have made their 
first shipments within the past 30 days, at Yazoo City, Miss., and it 
made an application for a loan of some three and a half million dol- 
lars, as I recall. 

The question was raised by the committee and discussed with me, 
particularly Mr. Hood and [ discussed it, that the application had 
gone through, as we knew from newspaper accounts. Senators and 
perhaps the Congressmen, I am not sure, but at least one or more of 
the Senators, either Senator Eastland or Senator Stennis, had at- 
tended a conference, and perhaps aeasiotauae Williams from the 
Seventh Mississippi District, and that the loan was being considered 
without any discussion between the authorities of the RFC and the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee, which is supposed to have had 
the referral of matters affecting Federal funds, as well as appoint- 
ments down in Mississippi. 

Mr. Firanacan. Do you feel, Mr. Jackson, that the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation should have conferred with the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee before it made a loan in this State? Is that 
what you are implying? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Flanagan, I wouldn't put it that bluntly, sir. I 
would say that if it was going to have any political color at all, if the 
Senators and Congressmen were to use their political influence involv- 
ing RFC loans where the payment and handling of payments and 
other disposition of funds in Mississippi were being handled by the 
mi jor Democratic Party and under the understanding with the Dem- 
ocratic National Committee, then that this committee, the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee, should have been at least contacted about it 
and they were not. 

Mr, Fianacan. In other words, you felt that the Mississippi Dem- 
ocratic Committee should have been contacted by somebody in Wash- 
ington concerning RFC loans in this area? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Why did you want to be contacted concerning an 
RFC loan? 

Mr. Jackson. We were engaged in an effort to try to build back 
and to revive and repre ite the Democratic Party associated with 
and connected with the National Democratic Party 1 Mississippi, 
and in order to do that it was essential, as the anon wails Commit- 
tee in Mississippi saw it, and in line with the usual political practices 
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as they have prevailed in my lifetime, at least, that you had to have 
some kind of influence and some power and something to build on, if 
you were going to build the party back in Mississippi that could not 
receive but 20,000 votes for the Presidential nominee of the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And part of this plan was to have some influence 
in the granting of RFC loans in this area? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right, sir. 

Senator Munor. Isn’t that rather a strange conception of the Re- 
construction Finance Corporation, that it should exist to help any 
political party in any area to gain status? I thought it was supposed 
to be a legitimate agency of the Government. 

Mr. Jackson. You misunderstood me; I am sure I said if the Sen- 
ators and Congressmen from Mississippi, who were not in accord with 
the Democratic administration at that time. were to use any political 
influence in the making or not making of RFC loans, if there was to be 
any political influence in the matter, then under the policy that had 
been told to us by the Democratic National Committee, that influence, 
that political suasion, at least, should have come through the Mis- 
sissippi Democratic Committee, rather than through those Senators 
and Congressmen. 

Senator Munpr. Did the Democratic National Committee agree 
with this type of thing? 

Mr. Jackson. That was the correspondence that passed between 
Mr. Hood and me, a discussion between us that the investigators of 
this committee took from our files. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I think we can possibly clarify this matter by 
reading some of this material in the record. 

As you recall, from your files, Mr. Jackson 

Mr. Jackson. Sir? 

Mr. Fianacan. I say, as you recall from your files, Clarence FE. 
Hood, Jr., sent to you a series of letters, three letters, two of them dated 
November 22, and one dated November 21, 1949, which letters he had 
directed to Mr. Glenn Boehm, and one of the letters was directed to Mr. 
Robert M. Moore, of the Democratic National Committee, with regard 
to these RFC loans. This is a letter from Mr. Hood to Mr. Boehm in 
Washington, your consultant in Washington : 





Dear Mr. BoreHM: Please advise me the result of Paul’s conversation with 
Bill, with reference to having me advised of all construction projects in Mis- 
sissippi, before contracts are awarded. 

Now, who is Paul and who is Bill in this case, do you know? 

Mr. Jackson. Oh, I think I know who they are all right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Well, you received the letter. 

Mr. Jackson. I would prefer that Mr. Hood say who they were. 
I think you and I know who they are, but that is his, that is his letter, 
not mine. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. In the second paragraph which has to do with the 
RFC matter, Hood states to Boehm: 

In addition to the matter written you about today, I am particularly inter- 


ested in the cooperative fertilizer plant plans, which are already under way, to 
be located in Yazoo City, Miss. This plant is, as I understand, being financed 


partly by the Bank of Cooperatives and partly by means of one or more RFC 


loans. It is a very large project and is under complete control of the Mississippi 
Farm Bureau, a Fascist Dixiecrat organization, and I want to get all informa- 
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tion possible on it as quick as I can, because it is going to be necessary to give 
them the same treatment as we are planning for the REA on their contemplated 
generating plant at Columbia. 

I would like to have that letter made a part of the record. 

Senator Hory. That may be done. 

(The letter referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 5,” and may 
be found in the appendix on p. 568.) 

Mr. Firanacan. In reply to these three letters you wrote Mr. Hood 
one letter, and in specific reply to this reference to the plant you have 
this to say: 

I heartily agree with you on your comments with reference to the anhydrous 
ammonia plant of the Mississippi Chemical Co. operated by the Farm Bureau 
set up through Owen Cooper at Yazoo City, Miss. The general counsel of this 
concern is the firm of Satterfield, Ewing & Hedgepath, and I don’t know of any 
evidence of loyalty to the Democratic Party from any of this organization. If 
they are going to depend on the RFC for a loan of several million dollars, for 
which they have made request, then certainly they ought to be a little more 
considerate of those who make possible such an extensive loan, 

Was that at that time a fair expression of your feelings in regard 
to the handling of this loan? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; it was—and still is. 

Mr. Fuanacan,. I would like to have that letter made a part of the 
record. 

Senator Hory. That may be done. 

(The letter referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 6,° and may 
be found in the appendix on p. 568.) 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you, or any other representatives of the Mis- 
sissippi Democratic Committee ever try to influence any other RF( 
loan ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Well, I tried to get another one, but we did not 
get it. 

Mr. Franacan. I am not talking about you as a lawyer; I am 
talking about the committee. 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. I don’t know, now, whether the committee 
did. Iam talking about what Jackson did. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you or any member of the committee in con- 
junction with you ever attempt to get a line on the various Gov- 
ernment contracts that were going to be awarded in Mississippi, or 
this — 

Mr. Jackson. Are you talking about Tullahoma, Tenn. ? 

Mr. F LANAGAN. I am talking generally, but you can start talking 
about Tullahoma, Tenn., if you wish. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. I have a client that I represent, and have 
represented for a number of years, that is in the construction busi- 
ness, that was interested in obtaining information with reference to 
the building of the wind tunnel for the testing of Air Force airplanes 
at Tullahoma, or near Tullahoma, Tenn. 

We had obtained information, that is, this client and I had ob- 
tained information that such a project was in the making in the De- 
partment. of Defense, or the Air Force Department. The question 
was whether or not that contract was to be a negotiated contract, or 
whether it was to be a bid contract. 

Mr. M. T. Reed and I went to Washington, and it so happened that 
Mr. Hood, and perhaps some other members of this committee were 
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there at the time. We contacted Mr. Glenn Boehm, I contacted Glenn 
Boehm, with a view to ascertaining, first, the type of contract it would 
be, and that is as to whether it would be a negotiated contract or a 
bid contract. 

Mr. Fianacan. If I might interrupt at that point, why did you 
contact Glenn Boehm concerning an Air Force contract ? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, I did not know Mr. Symington, who at that 
time was at the head of the Department of the Air Force, or whatever 
you call it, as I understand it Mr. Stuart Svmington is the man | 
am talking about, I think he was originally from somewhere around 
Missouri, at least, and I understood that Mr. Boehm likely would 
know him. 

We had had other contacts with Mr. Boehm previous to this time, 
and I contacted him to ascertain from him if he could find out from 
Mr. Secretary Symington, I believe he was called at that time, or 
someone else in that Department, anything about this proposed wind- 
tunnel construction. 

Mr. Franacan. At that very point. were you up in Washington 
at. that time in connection with the Mississippi Docncwatie Commit- 
tee, or in connection with your client, or in connection with both ‘ 

Mr. Jackson. I was there in connection with both, and perhaps 
some other clients had some trouble. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I mean in connection with this Tullahoma deal ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I was there in connection with both the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee, and this chent that I represent, with refer- 
ence to finding out about that contract, and also a claim that we 
had against the Navy Department for $169,000, 

Mr. Fuanacan. Let us just stick to the Tullahoma contract. 

Mr. Jackson. All right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Were you up there in connection with the actual 
contract as a representative of the committee, or as an attorney rep- 
resenting your client, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Jackson. Representing M. T. Reed Construction Co. on the 
Tullahoma contract. 

Mr. Fuanacan. As an attorney? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Were you contacting Boehm as an attorney for 
your chent, or as an adviser for the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Not as an adviser for the Mississippi Democrati: 
Committee, but simply through him to ascertain who I should see, or 
who we could get the information from in the Air Force, or through 
Mr. Symington. 

Mr. FiuanaGan. Did you have any discussions with Mr. Reed, or do 
ee know of any discussions with anyone else on the committee who 


had a discussion with Mr. Reed, indicating a desire on the part of 


vourself or any others to go into some kind ‘of a partnership arrange- 
ment with Mr. Reed in connection with the Tullahoma matter / 

Mr. Jackson. There was no partnership arrangement, Mr. Flana- 
gan, discussed. 

In your first interrogation of me on the first occasion you gathered. 
or Colonel Hatcher gathered that I had at least left the impressio! 
strongly that is what I was talking about. I said there was a discus 
sion between M. T. Reed and C. E. Hood. Jr.. under which there would 
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be a mutually profitable arrangement by which Hood would sell to 
M. T. a Construction Co. such materials, and such wood products, 
as C. E. Hood, Jr., through his various concerns might sell to them, 
and that the discussion between them was to the effect that if they 
could buy the materials from Hood and his corporation at an equal 
price or equal prices to that for which it could be furnished by anyone 
else, he would give Clarence the benefit of the purchase. 

Mr. FuanaGan. In other words, the only arrangement you know of 
that existed between Maurice Reed, or the only proposed agreement 
which existed between Maurice Reed, Mr. Hood, and yourself was an 
agreement that if Reed got the contract at Tullahoma he would buy 
lumber from Hood, if Hood could sell him the lumber as cheap as, or 
cheaper than anyone else ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Correct. 

Mr. Fianacan. That is the only agreement / 

Mr. Jackson. I had an agreement with Reed. 
Mr. Fuanacan. What agreement did you have with Reed / 
| Mr. Jackson. Well, I was to have an interest in such contract if it 

was and turned out to be a negotiated contract. And there was an 
agreement to that effect. 

However, while we were in Washington, we were there 4 or 5 days, 
it was discovered or learned by Reed and by us that the wind tunnel 
contract would be a bid contract, that there would be no negotiation of 
the contract at all, and there was therefore no necessity for a lawyer 
in negotiations of a contract with any of the departments of the Gov- 
ernment, so therefore 1 withdrew from it, and wrote Clarence a letter 
to that effect, which letter you have. 

Mr. Firanacan. In connection with these discussions you had with 
Maurice Reed, where you were going to be associated with him in the 
event he had a negotiated contract, “what percentage of the contract 

were you going to get / 
' Mr. Jackson. There was no discussion of a percentage of the con- 
tract that I was to receive. I was to be his counsel. I was to represent 
him init. I would have an interest in the contract. 

Mr. FLanacan. You would not have an interest in the contract? 

Mr. Jackson. I would. I would have an interest in the contract, as 
an attorney. 

Mr. Fuanacan. A contingent interest ? 

Mr. Jackson. A contingent interest as attorney. 

Mr. FuanaGan. A contingent interest as attorney ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you, or any member of the committee, to your 
knowledge, ever use the power of the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee to obtain information concerning contracts in this area, so that 


you could pass that information on to Reed, or anyone else you wanted 
' to? 


Mr. Jackson. No. There was information obtained, and an effort 
made to obtain the announcement of contracts or construction work 
that might be done in the Mississippi area, in order that the committee 
might make the public announcement of it before one of the Senators 
or Congressmen would make the announcement, and give the impres- 
sion they had made the discovery, purely for politic: al purposes, to 
show there was some connection between this Mississippi Democratic 
Committee and the national administration in Washington. 
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Mr. Fianacan. In other words, referring to that statement I read 
a while ago, Hood asked Boehm to: 


Please advise me the result of Paul’s conversation with Bill, with reference 
to having me advised of all construction projects in Mississippi, before contracts 
are awarded? 

Mr. Jackson. Right. 

Mr. FianaGan. That is what you are talking about ! 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. FuanaGan. And you say that this connection between your client 
and Mr. Hood’s possible customer for his lumber had nothing to do 
with political matters ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. In that regard I will read you this paragraph from 
Mr. Hood’s letter to Mr. Boehm, dated November 21, and it is the 
second paragraph : 


No doubt Paul has told you by now about our inability to work out a satisfactory 
agreement with Reed. I am having C. EB. Knowlton, of the Knowlton Con- 
struction Co., of Bellefontaine, Meridian, and Quitman, Miss., in this week 
however, and feel that we can work out a better deal with that firm, than the 
one we originally contemplated with Reed. Knowlton, perhaps has a better 
construction background than does Reed, and I am quite sure has more heavy 
equipment available, which would place him in a better situation than Reed to 
obtain a good portion of this contract. Although his home office is in Ohio, he 
has operated in Mississippi for a number of years as a real Democrat, and 
I am quite sure would work with us on a mutually satisfactory deal in connection 
with this project. 


I will ask that the entire letter be copied in. 
Senator Hory. That may be done. 
(The letter referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 7,” and follows :) 


Exuisit No. 7 
NOVEMBER 21, 1949. 
Mr. GLENN P. BoeuM, 
Washington 6, D. C. 


Dear GLENN: I am enclosing an article from yesterday’s Memphis Commercial 
Appeal, with reference to the Air Research Center at Tullahoma, Tenn. I invite 
your attention to the sixth column, in which it states that all of the construction 
on the project will be done by private contractors under the supervision of the 
Army engineers. 

No doubt Paul has told you by now about our inability to work out a satis- 
factory agreement with Reed. I am having C. E. Knowleton of the Knowleton 
Construction Co, of Bellefontaine, Meridian, and Quitman, Miss., in this week, 
however, and feel that we can work out a better deal with that firm, than the 
one we originally contemplated with Reed. Knowlton, perhaps has a better 
construction background than does Reed, and I am quite sure has more heavy 
equipment available, which would place him in a better situation than Reed to 
obtain a good portion of this contract. Although his home office is in Ohio, he 
has operated in Mississippi for a number of years as a real Democrat and I 
am quite sure would work with us on a mutually satisfactory deal in connection 
with this project. 

Please get all the information you can on the Biloxi housing project, which 
will be handled by Egan, under the Public Housing Act, and get it to me as 
soon as possible. 

It seems that you and Marcel will be winging your way to Paris within a few 
days and before you go, I want to know as far in advance as possible, of your 
departure date, as I want to prepare a written brief for you, covering such details 
as volume of ties, shipping arrangements, details of inspection, species of wood 
and basic price structure, so that you will have same at hand, in the event that 
you should get down to these details while you are in Paris. 

Keep me posted. Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
CLARENCE E, Hoop, Jr. 
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ForEsT: Knowlton will be here this week. I am going after this, also Biloxi. 
CLARENCE. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you know whether he was talking about a real 
Democrat, or why, if you were talking about getting business in a busi- 
nesslike manner? Do you know w hy Mr. Hood was referring to Mr. 
Knowlton as a real Democrat on a political basis, if you were going 
to deal on a business basis? 

Mr. Jackson. All other things being equal, we were trying to get 
for Democrats whatever could be gotten for Democrats. That is what 
was being done by Hood and the committee. 

Mr. Fianacan. And a little for yourself, a little interest in some 
of these? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t know anything about Knowlton. I had never 
seen Knowlton, never had any coneueeeran with him, never met him. I 
don’t know anything about him. I did write Hood that I thought he 
was on the right trac ck in contacting Knowlton, if he was a real Demo- 
crat, and all ‘other things were equal, he should rather give it to the 
Democrats, rather than some other political suasion. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did: you know of any reason why Mr. Hood at- 
tempted to use the political power of the committee to be helpful to 
you in your law business? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Explain that. 

Mr. Jackson. He wrote a letter to Robert Moore, which you have 
a copy of, in which he recommended that the State counsel for the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation be changed in Mississippi, and 
that I be the counsel for the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is the letter of November 22, 1949? 

Mr. Jackson. I think so. 

Mr. Fuanacan. It isa short letter which reads: 

(The latter referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 8.” and 
follows:) 

ExnHipBit No. 8 

We have a situation in Jackson, Miss., wherein the law firm that receives all 
of the RFC, Federal land bank, and all other Federal agency business is a 
strong Dixiecrat outfit. You have been so kind in recent months as to request 
of me information in regard to the recommendation of attorneys in various 
sections of the State, in connection with the closing of RFC matters, and I am 
wondering if it would be possible for us to dispense with the services of this 
firm in Jackson and have the firm of Jackson, Young, Daniel & Mitchell, which is 
headed by our good friend, Forest B. Jackson, to receive all of such business in 
Jackson, Miss. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever get all that business? 

Mr. Jackson. I never did get even a foreclosure from them. 

Mr. Franacan. What h: appened ? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t know, except that the old firm that had had 
the business for the years since I think Senator Harrison was in charge 
of patronage in Mississippi, that they were given the re presentation 
for RFC when it was first created, and they still do. It is a fine firm 
of lawyers, but they were not so—well, that is all right, go ahead. 

Mr. Franacan. Now, as to Mr. Glenn Boehm, I think from some 
of the statements made here this mor ning that there may be some con- 
fusion as to who he is. He is not a lawver, is he ? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t think he is a lawyer. If he is, I don’t know it. 

82406—51——7 
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Mr, Fuanacan. He is an industrial consultant ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is what the sign on the door says. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever, on behalf of the committee, contact 
Boehm to do contact work for you in Washington, other than the 
Stuart Symington contact you talked about a minute ago? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, I happened to be along, I did not contact him 
personally, but I went with him and other members of the committee 
to various departments where they contacted, or where Mr. Hood and 
the other members of the committee would contact department heads, 
but I did not call on him on behalf of the committee to make any 
contacts for the committee. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You were there on occasions when Mr. Boehm took 
members of the Denrocratic committee around to the various agency 
heads in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. He would go along at times; yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Would he go along, or would he take you all along? 

Mr. Jackson. I beg pardon? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he just go along, or was he the man that was 
taking you there? In other words, was he 

Mr. Jackson. We went together. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In other words, was he the contact man, was he 
making the contacts for you? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, he was making the appointments, he had made 
certain appointments for us. He made appointments with Mr. Boyle, 
he made appointments with Mr. Gratz. He made appointments in 
the Department of Agriculture. He made appointments in other de- 
partments. And we would go to fill those appointments, and on occa- 
sion Mr. Boehm would go with us, if I was along, or sometimes when 
I was not along, I understand. 

Mr. FianaGan. Do you know whether or not Mr. Boehm was paid 
by the Mississippi Democratic Committee ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Do 1 know what? 

Mr. Fianacan. Whether or not he was paid by the committee / 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t know. 

Mr. Fianacan. For handling contacts of this kind ? 

Mr. Jackson. I do not know of my own knowledge that he was paid, 
but I am informed reliably that he was paid $1,500 at one time. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you know any of the details of the payment of 
that $1,500? 

Mr. Jackson. I do not. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did it ever come to your attention, prior to the 
initiation of this inquiry by the two Senators from Mississippi, that 
Federal jobs in Mississippi were allegedly being sold ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. FiranacGan. When did that first come to your attention, Mr. 
Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. In August 1950. 

Mr. Fianacan. Can you tell us the circumstances, and what hap- 
pened in that case ? 

Mr. Jackson. I think that was the first time that it came directly 
to my knowledge. It might have been some rumor or talk about 
somebody having to pay for a job prior to that time. In August 
1950, for some unknown reason, it was reported to me by Mr. Rogers 
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and Miss Yelverton that there had been a cessation of communic 
tions from the Post Office Department in Washington, with wr ai 
ence to requests for recommendations from this Mississippi Democratic 
Committee. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In other words, your patronage had been cut off? 

Mr. Jackson, Apparently. Now, nothing was said. In other 
words, it is almost like it has been since Febr uary 26, there _ 
haven't been any communications, just nothing said, no calls, 
letters, no nothing. 

Mr. Fianacan. Then we will say there was a stoppage of pat- 
ronage ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Well, it was just the thing that there was not any 
patronage being handed out, no appointments were being made, no 
referrals or recommendations. 

Mr. Fianacan. Go ahead. 

Mr. Jackson. There were some appointments at that time that they 
were anxious about, they had been holding over some 30 days or 
more. I made a call to Mr. Joseph J. Law ler, who at that time was 
Fourth Assistant Postmaster General, and who was in charge, as I 
understand it, of patronage in the Post Office Department. Later 
they changed his title to just Assistant Postmaster General, I under- 
stand. 

There was a gentleman in his office whose name I can’t recall. I 
asked who was in charge of patronage matters in Mississippi, that 
| wanted to discuss it with him, and the lady on the switchboard 
suggested that I talk to this other gentleman, whose name I say I 
cannot recall now. I saw him one time—lI talked to him one time, 
rather, and I told him the fact that no mail had been coming to the 
committee from the Post Office Department. 

I asked him if there was any particular reason why the mail had 
va cut off. He said there were some reports down here that did 
not sound good, and that therefore they were making an independent 
investigation of their own to see what the trouble was and whether 
these reports were true. 

As a result of that we then talked about Robert Moore, who is the 
liaison man between the Democratic National Committee and the 
department of the Government on matters of patronage, as I under- 
stand his position. 

[ called Bob and told him the situation and what I had heard, and 
he said, “Well, we have heard some rumors of this situation,” = 

“That there is something wrong down in Mississippi.” He said, 
think you all had better come up here and try to straighten it se? 

Mr. Franacan. This was when; last August 

Mr. Jackson. That was in August, or about July, perhaps July or 
August 1950. ; 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. I then called Clarence and talked to him, I don’t recall 
whether it was at Meridian or Somerville, but anyway we talked long 
distance about it. I talked to Curtis Rogers. It was suggested we 
vo up there. I talked to Frank Mize about it. Judge F rank F. Mize, 
the chairman of the committee. 

For some reason, I don’t recall what it was, Mr. Hood could not go 
up there at that time. Mr. Mize, Mr. Rogers, and T. went—Curtis 
and I went on the plane, and Judge Mize would not ride air planes and 
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he went on the train—and we met in Washington. We went first to 
the Democratic Committee on the second floor of the Ring Building. 

We there talked to Bob Moore, first, about the problem. Mr. Moore 
said, “Well, I think we had better go in and talk to Mr. Tierney Gratz,” 
who is the assistant, or was the assistant at that time, to Mr. Boyle, the 
chairman of the committee. 

Mr. Boyle was not available at that time, and we talked to Gratz. 
We told him what we had heard, that there were some rumors of some 
difficulty, and asked what they knew. They said, “Well, suppose we 
make an arrangement for a conference between you and Mr. Lawler, 
and let you go over there and see what it is.” 

That was agreed. About that time the telephone rang and Mr. Gratz 
said, “Joe is coming over here now. Suppose you just wait until he 
gets here, and we will discuss it here, and then you can go over there.” 

Mr. Lawler came in with some othe: gentleman—General Lawler, 
I should say—and we discussed the matter there, and he said that there 
were rumors that there were sales of the post office, as I recall it, at 
Coffeeville and Houlka, and perhaps two rural routes, that somebody 
was involved, and they did not want any legislative investigation of 
any difficulties down here, that they would prefer to handle it in their 
own Department, and if someone was guilty let it be handled through 
the usual channels of postal investigation and referral to the Depart- 
ment of Justice, and prosecution, if there were guilty ones. 

We suggested that perhaps it would be better if we could go over 
to his office and get the files and see what the particular charges were. 
We went to Mr. Lawler’s office on that afternoon at 2 o’clock, and he 
brought out the files. There was some discussion of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. V. Murphy, whose name was mentioned by Mr. Alexander. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What was the discussion about Mr. and Mrs. Mur- 
phy ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. That they had been politically active in the area 
around Winborn. Mr. Murphy is a postal employee—I think a rural 
carrier. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Was it alleged at that time that Mr. and Mrs. Mur- 
phy, or either one of them, were selling Federal jobs—post-office jobs ? 

Mr. Jackson. No; that was not said. He said there had been some 
discussion about Murphy’s activities, political activities, as I under- 
stood it, something in violation of the Hatch Act, or some postal regu- 
lation. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Were either Mr. or Mrs. Murphy at that time con- 
nected with the Mississippi Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Murphy was a member of the committee. She 
had been elected at Meridian to fill a vacancy. That was when I was 
there holding a proxy for my uncle, Mr. Girard Butler—Colonel 
Butler. 

Mr. Fianacan. Go ahead. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Lawlor said, “I will handle the Murphy business. 
You need not worry any further about that, that can be handled.” | 
put away that file that day. He said, “Now, let us go to Coffeyville.” 
We got the Coffeyville file out and there was a complaint and charge 
that somebody came down—that some money had been paid for the 
appointment of a postmaster at Coffeyville. 

When the date there was asked as to when the appointment was 
supposed to have been made, to whomever it was made, he having the 
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files and we not having files and, of course, he wasn’t disclosing what 
was in the files to us, and he suggested the date, the date of the sup- 
posed appointment of this gentleman or lady or whoever it was, and 
he named it as in the early part of 1948, why, that was before there 
was any Mississippi Democratic Committee and before there was any 
appointment given to Mr. C. E. Hood, Jr., and the story was that 
there had been a $600 payment. 

We called his attention to that fact. He said, “Well, that closes 
that one as far as I am concerned and as far as you all are concerned.” 

Then the Hulka matter came up, the appointment of either one or 
two to rural carriers for Hulka. The information for it had been dis- 
cussed or had been sent in by the postal inspectors on complaint of 
someone. They had investigated it and made their report, stated on 
this that they also had the Mississippi side of that. Mize talked about 
postmen. I think his dates are wrong, but he is correct that it was 
also in that same conference. 

At any rate the suggestion was made there that the information in 
the files that the Department discovered and turned in by the postal 
inspectors was to the effect that Mr. B. C. Beasley, who was acting 
secretary, or had been acting secretary, had received money in con- 
nection with the making of those appointments that were not in ac- 
cord with that which was legal. 

Mr. Fianacan. This was Mr. Beasley who was secretary-treasurer 
of the committee ? ; 

Mr. Jackson. Of the Mississippi Democratic Committee; yes, sir. 

At that time Mr. Beasley had been in Whitfield, which is the Mis- 
sissippi State Hospital for the Insane, but despite the fact that we 
are a dry State we have the best hospital for the treatment of alcoholics 
in the United States at that institution. Mr. Beasley had been afflicted 
with alcoholism. He had already been removed from his position 
with the committee at that time, which was July or August, about 
July 1950, and Mr. Rogers had taken over the active handling of the 
office. 

We told General Lawlor that Mr. Beasley was no longer connected 
with the committee, and he said, “Well, he can’t ever be connected 
with the committee because of these charges. We don’t want any 
suspicion there of the sales of postal jobs or appointments as a con- 
sideration; that is, as a consideration for the appointment a contribu- 
tion of money or what not.” We told him that we thought we under- 
stood the Federal law on it. We told him we felt we had complied 
with what the law required insofar as any contributions were made. 
That so far as we knew there had been no money paid for postal jobs 
and none sold. There had been contributions, just as there had been 
contributions prior to the time this committee took over for political 
purposes and contributions from other States, as we understood from 
him, not as a consideration, but contributions to various political par- 
ties or political groups and appointments were received after such 
contributions were made, and he explained that to us. 

We told him we felt sure that nothing like that would happen; it 
had not happened and it would not, and, if he wanted Mr. Beasley 
out, Mr. Beasley would not return to the office. Mr. Beasley did not 
return to the offiée from that time on. That is all that we knew of it. 

At that time he told us, as I recollect, that some member of the Mis- 
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sissippi delegation, either in Congress or in the Senate, had made com- 
plaint to him about the matter. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did Mr. Lawlor at that time say that he would un- 
dertake an investigation to determine the full facts? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir; and that he would handle it through the 
Inspection Service and that if there was sufficient to justify prosecu- 
tions they would prosecute. 

Mr, Franacan. Did any discussions ever take place down here, do 
you know? 

Mr. Jackson. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Franacan. Is that the only talk with him? 

Mr. Jackson. I think that Senator Eastland gave a statement and 
he made his statement to Congress. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Jackson, Mr. Moorehead testified that he had 
given you a thousand-dollar bill in the form of a contribution. Was 
his testimony correct ? 

Mr. Jackson. If he says that he gave me a thousand-dollar bill, 
Senator, I will take it that he tells the truth about it. I have no recol- 
lection of the thousand-dollar bill. That is an unusual size bill and, 
certainly, I should have remembered it if he gave me a thousand-dollar 
bill. He paid mea thousand dollars, as I told you, but whether it was 
a thousand-dollar bill or in smaller denominations, I will risk his 

testimony. 

Senator Munpr. A thousand dollars? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Will you tell us what disposition was made of that 
thousand dollars? 

Mr. Jackson. I delivered it to the committee, either to Mr. eeers 
or Mr. Mize, in the office, and my recollection is that Mr. Hall and 
Mr. Moorehead went with me. They say they did not and that | 
put it in my pocketbook and said I would hold it. I may have said 
that I understood his appointment went through and that was my 
honest belief, that the appointment had been made; the rec ‘ommenda- 
tion was in, that he had made the contribution, had made a con- 
tribution as a voluntary contribution. That we did receive it and 
see that there was nothing done that would hurt him, so that if he 
did not get his appointment or something went wrong, as some- 
times they do, that then he would get his money back. I was hold- 


ing myself personally responsible as his representative in handling 


that thousand dollars. 

Senator Munpr. There was some relationship between his get- 
ting the job and the thousand dollars? 

Mr. Jackson. I didn’t intend it that way. 

Senator Munpr. I think you so testified. 

Mr. Jackson. No. 

Senator Munor. That if something went wrong he would get it 
back. 

Mr. Jackson. That is true, but that it wouldn’t be any payment 
for anything that he would get. As far as I was personally con- 


cerned, individually concerned, I was handling the matter for 
Moorehead in a way that I would be personally responsible if he 
did not get the appointment or something went wrong with the ap- 
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ointment, but that he was making a free and voluntary contri- 
ation. As he said, he wanted to pay $2,500. I told him that was 
too much, 

Senator Munopr. In the event he failed to get the position you 
would freely and voluntarily return the thousand dollars to him ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Mize did have a habit when he did get con- 
tributions, to put it in his personal account and then draw a check 
and send it to the Mississippi Democratic Committee. Was it your 
habit to do the same thing, or did you always turn the money over 
directly ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I turned over such contributions that went to me 
in the manner I have indicated here in my former testimony, direct 
tothe committee. It did not go through my bank account. 

Senator Munpr. You never put it through your bank account? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have any bank account outside of the city 
of Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have acknowledged to this committee my wife’s 
bank account and my own bank account. I have said to them that 
they are at liberty to look in my lock box if they desire. I have 
two bank accounts. I have a bank account in the large county bank 
at Monticello, Miss., in Orange County, in which bank I am a direc- 
tor, a $500 deposit. It is there and there have been no withdrawals 
against it and no further deposits in this particular account. 

Senator Munpr. You have done a lot of work as legal counsel and 
otherwise for this committee. What is the sum total of the payments 
that you have been paid by the Mississippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Jackson. The sum total that I have been paid is $3,000, exclu- 
sive of expenses. 

Senator Munpr. And the amount of the expenses is what? 

Mr. Jackson. Senator, I have no way of knowing the amount of 
expenses. The way that was handled is when I was making a trip for 
them or with them someone in the party, if we went together to 
Kansas City, would pay the bills and I would come back with them. 
In other words, when they bought the round-trip tickets on the plane 
or the train and the transportation, they would pay for it, they would 
pay whatever else was bought on the trip and we would come back 
together. Now, then, if I made a trip alone on some matter I would 
pay the money out myself, come back and give a statement to Curtis 
and say to Mr. Rogers, “I have spent so many dollars as expenses on 
this trip; please reimburse me,” and he would reimburse me, most 
of the time in cash. 

Senator Munpr. In cash? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Not by check? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know what the sum total amount was 
that Mr. Boehm received? He did some work for this committee. He 
is an industrial man in Washington. Obviously, he has a family to 
support, or an income to provide. How much money did he get out 
of all this? 

Mr. Jackson. You mean from the committee? 

Senator Munpr. From the committee. 
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Mr. Jackson. My information is that he has received $1,500 from 
the committee. 

Senator Munpr. Total? 

Mr. Jackson. That is my understanding; yes. 

Senator Munpr. Did he operate on a contingent basis, too, that he 
would be paid if he delivered the contracts and if he did not deliver 
the contracts he would not? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t think he ever had any such contract that I 
know anything about, Senator; not with the committee; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. We have had a little trouble in W ashington from 
people that are called 5-percenters. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. The way you described Mr. Boehm and his activ- 
ities as a contact man sounds like a description of a 5-percent man. 
Did he have a contract? Was he paid so much per visit, so much per 
month, so much per year, or did somebedy just casually hand him 
$1,500 one day and say, “This is it”? 

Mr. Jackson. I think Mr. Rogers paid him that. I think that 
is what he gave him and Mr. Rogers can give you the details on how 
he paid the $1,500 and what it was for. I know he did some work. 

Senator Munpr. As counsel for the committee had you heard of 
Mr. Boehm prior to that time, or did you know Mr. Boehm personally 
so that you had absolute confidence in him ? 

Mr. Jackson. I had absolute confidence in Glenn Boehm. 

Senator Munpr. You had had previous contact with him ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have known people who had confidence in him. I 
knew his family and his background and I felt he was one in whom the 
utmost confidence could be placed; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator McCietian. I want to get back to this contribution that 
Mr. Moorehead made. The contention is, as I understand it from 
your testimony, and possibly from others, that these contributions 
were made freely and voluntarily, were free and voluntary ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right, Senator. 

Senator McCrenian. All right. Did you understand from Mr. 
Moorehead at the time he gave you the thousand dollars that you 
were to hold it until the job came through 

Mr. Jackson. Senator, here was my position 

Senator McCretian. Acting for him? You said you were acting 
for him on the committee. You said you were acting for him. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me say this: Here was a man that was w anting to 
make a contribution to the Mississippi Democratic Committee, as I 
understood and, as I thought, I say that his appointment had been 
made. That was the information that I had on him, as I understood 
and as I said to Mr. Hall and him, that the recommendation had 
already gone in and the appointment was in. 

He was wanting to make a contribution. He wanted to discuss 
with me as my friend, with me and my friend Hall, who I said I 
had known, came in and discussed it with me because I had been, at 
least, said to be counsel for this committee, how much should he 
contribute? I told him it was a matter entirely in his own discretion 
if he wanted to make a contribution. 

What did he know about his appointment? Had he received notice 
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as I understand, but I thought he knew it was through. Then he 
said—I don’t remember the $750. If he says that is true, that is 
all right with me, sir, and that I said later he would have to increase 
it 250. I don’t recall that at all. I do recall that he gave me a 
thousand dollars. Whether it was in a thousand-dollar bill or in 
currency, as I say, I just don’t remember. 

Now, then, I said to him, as has happened in other cases, that I 
know that appointments do not always go through until the man is on 
the job enrolled. Whether it is a postmaster or a janitor, or what it is, 
there can be a stoppage and there hasn’t been but a few postmasters 
confirmed in this State and I said to him, “I will hold this money for 
you until I know that there is no possibility of your losing out here. 
Then I will deliver your contribution to the committee for you, when 
I know that your appointment is through.” Now, I think the third 
- he contacted me was to tell me that he had his appointment. He 

ys otherwise. 

" eagle McCietian. He went thoroughly in the case with me that 
the contribution was not a voluntary contribution, but it was to be 
given conditioned that he got that appointment. Didn’t it so appear 
to you at the time and didn’t you so understand it 4 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. There is a difference in my view and yours, 
with all deference, sir, to your position right here. At the time the 
contribution was made there was no contribution made to any com- 
mittee, the Mississippi Democratic Committtee, until after that man’s 
appointment was through, he was on the road and he had his lifetime 
job beginning at the rate 2 of $3,300 a year. 

Senator McCuetian. Yes, but there was still the reservation in your 
mind and as you said to him and as he said, that that money was not 
to go to the committee until he definitely had it and you were pro- 
tecting him to that extent, as I understand you ? 

Mr. Jackson. I was protecting myself to that extent, that I did not 
want to be true to a man having made a contribution. 

Senator McCie.tan. Expec cting a job and then not getting it? 

Mr. Jackson. Expecting to have a job go through and then not to 
get it. That was my position. 

Senator McCietian. That was my understanding. 

Mr. Jackson. In other words, if that be treason, of course you can 
make the most of it. 

Senator McC.ietian. No, Mr. Jackson. We have got the issue here 
as to whether the contributions were voluntary. 

Mr. Jackson. I understand. 

Senator McCietian. You could go down to the store and make a 
purchase and say it was voluntary but you could be certain you are 
voing to get the goods and I understand that that is the same as this 
transaction was handled. 

Mr. Jackson. Senator, it wasn’t that type of a purchase from my 
standpoint, that I had an obligation to Mr. Moorehead that I was 
trying to fulfill and if in endeavoring to fulfill it there was a trans- 
gression of law, then I am the one who transgressed the law, but I was 
trying mi oe perfectly f air with that man that was previously trying 
to pay a $2,500 contribution that I thought was beyond the means of 
the man cin make. 

Senator McCietian. On your part it was. I am simply trying to 
establish what was in the mind and what was the intent of the parties 
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at that time and the fact that there was an understanding of that 
kind with you and was interpreted by both of you this way “indicates 
to me that the contribution was a voluntary one in the sense that he was 
particularly interested in helping the political party, except that he 
wanted to get a job out of it. That is the way it appears to me. 

Mr. Jackson. May I state my position further in deference to you? 
I don’t care to argue with you in your position on the matter, but I 
had already recommended Moorehead before this matter. I had de- 
clined this other gentleman who had this difficulty in there and had 
this trouble that I did not feel the postal inspectors would pass. . Even 
though he was one of the three men on the eligible list he was still 
subject to being passed by the postal service and he has this diffic ulty. 
He has a defense to it. He certainly wanted to see me about it. 

Moorehead was the man who had the veteran’s preference, he was a 
man who was a friend of my friend. He was a man that brought in 
a recommendation from every one of the 40, I recall, of the persons 
that he was going to serve on that route. He was a man that had 
been recommended and was recommended by A. D. Stewart of Meridi- 
an, Miss., who had known him all his life. He, therefore, was quali- 
fied, he had every qualification and he had made the — or I had made 
the recommendation and, as I understood, the appointment had gone. 
That is, the final recommendation had gone before he ever left a dime 
with me and it was a matter of serving him and protecting him, to 
protect my legal obligation that I was “not going to let him throw a 
thousand dollars aw ay unless he got that job later. If that was a sale 
it was a sale. 

Senator McCuiewxan. I think it was the intent of all parties, that is 
what I wanted to establish. 

Mr. Jackson. That was my intent about it, too, to give to the com- 
mittee. I was under no obligation to the committee at that time. | 
had no obligation except as his attor ney. I was under an obligation 
to that man that had borrowed that money and I was trying to do it. 
If I made a mistake, I did it. 

Senator McCievian. I am not trying to criticize you. The point I 
was making, the point I was trying to. develop was to get the intent 
of the parties, what they had in mind at that time and ‘that does not 
sound like it is altogether voluntary. 

That is all I have. 

Senator Hory. That is all, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Luther L. Green. You solemnly swear that the 
testimony which you give in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help } you God. 

Mr. Green. I do, sir. 

Senator Hory. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF LUTHER L. GREEN, OAKLAND, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Green, will you give the reporter your name and 


residence and occupation ? 
Mr. Green. Luther L. Green; Oakland, Miss. 
Senator Hory. What position do you hold? 
Mr. Green. I am acting postmaster. 
Senator Hory. At what place ? 
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Mr. Green. Oakland, Miss. 

Senator Hory. How long have you been acting postmaster ? 

Mr. Green. Since 1950, October the 1st. 

Senator Hory. How did you get your appointment ‘ 

Mr. Green. By appointment from the Post Office Department. 

Senator Hory. Whom did you consult about the appointment? 

Mr. Hory. I wrote Mr. Hood at Meridian, Miss., a letter. 

Senator Hory. Did you get a letter in response / 

Mr. Green. I did not. 

Senator Hory. Then what took place after that / 

Mr. Green. Mrs. C. V. Murphy, I think her title is Democratic 
committeewom: in, came to see me. 

Senator Hory. At your home? 

Mr. Green. At my place of business, yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did she tell you ¢ 

Mr. Green. I beg pardon, sir? 

Senator Hory. What did she tell you? 

Mr. Green. Well, she wanted to discuss my interest in obtaining 
the acting postmastership at Oakland, Miss. 

Senator Horry. Up to that time had you had any communication 
with her. 

Mr. Green. I do not, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you know her personally ? 

Mr. Green. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did she tell you when she came she was a member 
of the committee ? 

Mr. Green. She did, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did she tell you that Mr. Hood had suggested that 
she come to see you? 

Mr. Green. She said she had been directed to me. I don’t think 
she mentioned Mr. Hood. 

Senator Hory. What did she tell you? 

Mr. Green. She wanted to know my interest in the job, why I 
was interested and my qualifications for the job. I gave them and 
she thought that I could be appointed as acting postmaster. 

Senator Hory. What else was said ? 

Mr. Green. Well, I can’t give every word of our conversation. 

Senator Hory. What, if anything was said about any contributions? 

Mr. Green. I beg pardon? 

Senator Hory. What, if anything, did she say about you making a 
contribution ? 

Mr. Green. We discussed our political affiliations, I believe, pro 
and con possibly, I don’t know word for word, but she said in the 
event that I met the qualifications for the job as postmaster that it 
was—possibly this is not the words, but I interpreted it as such—I 
was supposed to make a contribution to the Democratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. How much did she tell you to contribute ? 

Mr, GREEN. She didn’t say, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did you get the appointment ? 

Mr. Green. I did, sir. 

Senator Horny. How much did you contribute / 

Mr. Green. I think $350. 

Senator Hory. To whom did you give this money ? 

Mr. Green. I made the check payable to her. 
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Senator Horry. Did she come to see you after you were appointed 
or before the recommendation went through ? 

Mr. Green. She did not, sir? 

Senator Hory. What is that? 

Mr. Green. She did not come to see me. That was the last I saw 
of Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. How did you get in contact with her? 

Mr. Green. I didn’t get in contact with her, sir. 

Senator Hory. After you were appointed did you then mail another 
check ? 

Mr. Green. I did, sir. I mailed the check to Jackson. 

Senator Horry. You mailed it to what Jackson ? 

Mr. Green. To the Democratic committee, Jackson, Miss. 

Senator Horr. But you said you made it payable to her, didn’t you? 

Mr. Green. I did, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did she tell you to send it that way? 

Mr. Green. I beg pardon? 

Senator Horry. Did she tell you to make the check that way and 
send it to Jackson? 

Mr. Green. No, sir; she did not. 

Senator Hory. Did you see her at any time after this conversation 
which you detailed until after you sent her the check ? 

Mr. Green. I did not, sir. 

Senator Hory. How long after this conversation with her before 
you were appointed ? 

Mr. Green. I received my appointment approximately 10 days 
prior to October the 1st. 

Senator Hory. And she came to see you on what date? About 
September 13? 

Mr. Green. It was around that date; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you got your appointment October 10? 

Mr. Green. No, sir. I went to work October the ist. 

Senator Horry. When did you get your appointment ? 

Mr. Green. Around September 

Senator Horr. 30th? 

Mr. Green. No, sir; it was prior to that. It was possibly 2 weeks. 

Senator Horry. Well, you said she called to see you some time prior 
to September 30. 

Mr. Green. It was around the first of September, I think, when I 
first saw her. 

Senator Horry. And then you got your appointment sometime dur- 
ing the month of September ? 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you see her at any time except that one visit? 

Mr. Green. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did she tell you to send $350? 

Mr. Green. No, sir, she did not. 

Senator Horny. How much did she tell you to send? 

Mr. Green. She didn’t tell me any amount. 

Senator Hory. How did you know to send it to the Democratic 
committee at Jackson, Miss. ? 

Mr. Green. How did I know that? 

Senator Horry. How did you know to send it there? 

Mr. Green. I called the Democratic committee in Jackson. 
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Senator Horry. Whom did you talk to? 

Mr. Green. I talked to some lady. I can’t recall her name. 

Senator Hory. What information did you get‘ 

Mr. Green. I just wanted to know Mrs. Murphy’s affiliation with 
the party. 

Senator Hory. What did they tell you? 

Mr. Green. They told me that I could rely upon her statement to 
me on her credentials and so on leading up to that. 

Senator Horry. Now, you made this call after you received your 
appointment ¢ 

Mr. Green. No, sir, after I had talked to Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Horry. All right. Now, how long after she talked to you 
was it before you called the committee 

Mr. Green. I did not understand you, sir. 

Senator Hory. How long after your conversation with her was it 
before you called the committee in Jackson / 

Mr. Green. I called that same day, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. So after they assured you about her 
representing the committee, then you did nothing further until after 
you got the appointment ¢ 

Mr. Green. That is right, sir. 

Senator Horry. Then how long after you got the appointment was it 
before you mailed a check in? 

Mr. Green. I had been working at least 2 weeks, I had been in the 
post office at least that time. 

Senator Hory. All right. How did you decide on the amount of 
$350 ? 

Mr. Green. Well, sir, I just don’t know. 

Senator Hory. Did anybody else suggest that figure to you? 

Mr. Green. No, sir, no one. 

Senator Hory. What was the salary in the post office then ? 

_Mr. Green. It pays $3,245, I think, annually, $3,245 annually, yes, 
sir. 

Senator Hory. Well, did you take it on sort of a percentage basis— 
10 percent ? 

Mr. Green. I don’t know just how I took it. 

Senator Hory. You decided on $350? 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And the pay is $3,245? 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Then you gave him a little bit over 10 percent. 

Mr. Green. Well, I did not figure it on that basis. 

Senator Horry. I see. You just hit on $350? 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did that seem to be satisfactory all around ? 

Mr. Green. Beg pardon, sir? , 

Senator Hory. Did that seem to be satisfactory ? 

Mr. Green. Well, it was satisfactory with me. My check came 
through the bank. 

Senator Horry. Your check was returned ? 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember who signed the check, who en- 
dorsed it ? 

Mr. Green. I think Mrs. Murphy did. 
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Senator Hory. All right. Have you seen Mrs. Murphy since that 
time ? 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. When? 

Mr. Green. At the Jackson Day dinner, I believe was the next time 
I saw Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. What year? 

Mr. Green. This yea 

Senator Horry. This vane! 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have you discussed this appointment with her since 
then ? 

Mr. Green. Well, she asked me how I was getting along, if I re- 
ceived my appointment, and she was person: ally interested in if I was 
doing a satisfactory job, and so on. 

Senator Hory. Did she tell you that she had received the check ? 

Mr. Green. The check really was not mentioned at this time. 

Senator Horny. Have you discussed it with her at any other time? 

Mr. Green. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCie.ttan. I understand you gave the check as a political 
contribution. 

Mr. Green. Well, I suppose so, yes, sir. [ Laughter. ] 

Senator McCirutan. I take it you are not quite sure. 

Mr. Green. I did not understand you, sir. 

Senator McCuewwan. I say, I take it from your answer you are not 
quite sure whether it was a political contribution or not. 

Mr. Green. Well, sir, not being a politician, 1 would not know. 
| Laughter. | 

Senator McCietian. I understand then, that you are inexperienced 

polities ¢ 

Mr. Green. I did not understand. 

Senator McCLeLttan. You are inexperienced in politics ? 

Mr. Green. Well, that is not my line. 

Senator McCietitan. You are not accustomed to making political 
contributions? 

Mr. Green. I have made them, sir. 

Senator McC.Lettan. You have made others? 

Mr. Green. Indirectly, yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.xian. Indirectly? 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. For what amounts? 

Mr. Green. Well, this was the greatest that Lever paid. [| Laugh- 
ter. | 

Senator McCretian. That is all. 

Senator Horry. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. Up until that time what was the greatest amount 
of any contribution you had made? 

Mr. Green. I think I contributed to my local home, what they 
termed the local organization, me not being personally involved, $100 
at one time was the greatest amount. 

Senator Munpr. What do you mean by an indirect contribution / 

Mr. Green. Well, it was a good friend of mine who came to me 
prior to a local election, and we discussed it, and it seemed to be for 
a political situation, and he asked me for that amount. 
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Senator Munpr. Was he a candidate for office? 

Mr. Green. No, sir, he was not. 

Senator Munpr. He was in the party organization ? 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir, he was kind of representing the local, what we 
term, I guess, the loc al faction. 

Senator Munpr. When Mrs. Murphy came to talk to you about this 
position and she mentioned the desirability of you making a contri- 
bution, did she also discuss with you the desirability of gettng a group 
of references from the local committee served by the post “ office, or 
anything else, for you to get the job? 

Mr. Green. I couldn’t understand you. 

Senator Munpr. When Mrs. Murphy came to you—what business 
are you in, by the way # 

Mr. Green. I could not understand you, sir. 

Senator Munpt. I interrupted myself to inquire what business you 
are in. 

Mr. Green. The grocery business, general grocery business, in 
Oakland. 

Senator Munpr. She came into your grocery store and talked about 
this postmastership ¢ 

Mr. Green. Yes, sir. 

Senator Mv npr. And she said that you should, or if you got the 
position she would expect you to make a contribution to the party. 

Now, I ask whether she asked you to do anything else. Did she 
ask you to get a group of references from the patrons to be served 
by the post office, and by any of the political leaders of your com- 
munity? What else did she ask you to do to further your ap- 
plication ? 

Mr. Green. She asked me my age, whether I was a veteran or not— 
I was a 10-point veteran—and how long I had lived there, and who 
my people were, just general family connections. 

Senator Munor. She did not require you to produce any other 
references from the community to substantiate your application ! 

Mr. Green. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Just that you were from a good family, that you 
were a veteran, and a grocery-store operator and that you were will- 
ing to make the contr ibution, and that was enough as far as she was 
concerned 

Mr. Green. Apparently so; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside, sir. 

Mr. Cochran, Mr. C. S. Cochran. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. R. O. White, Charles C. Magee, and Walter 
Vernon Moore. 

Senator Horry. Will you gentlemen raise your right hands, please ? 

Do each of you solemnly swear that the testimony you sh: al give 
in this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
treth, so help you God? 

Mr. Wurre. I do. 

Mr. Mager. I do. 

Mr. Moore. I do. 

Senator Hory. You take the seat there, first, Mr. White. 
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TESTIMONY OF RALPH 0. WHITE, CHARLES C. MAGEE, AND 
WALTER VERNON MOORE, OAKLAND, MISS. 


Senator Horry. Mr. White, give the court reporter your name and 

residence and occupation. 

Mr. Wutre. Ralph O. White, Oakland, Miss.; occupation, postal 
transportation clerk. 

Senator Hory. Mr. White, are you familiar with the matter con- 
cerning Mr. Green’s appointment as postmaster at the Oakland post 
office ? 

Mr. Wuire. Well, I did not understand just how Mr. Green got that 
appointment. However, I can say this much, Mr. James Moore called 
nie on the telephone—— 

Senator Hory. Mr. who? 

Mr. Wurre. James Moore. 

Senator Horry. All right. 

Mr. Wuire. He called me on the telephone on or about September 13, 
1950. 

Senator Hory. Who is Mr. James Moore? 

Mr. Wuire. He is a citizen of Oakland, and a clerk of the town 
board. He is our town clerk. 

Senator Hoey. All right. 

Mr. Wuire. And he told me over the telephone that it had been 
reported that Mr. L. F. Green had made a deal for the postmaster’s 
job, and he also told me that a man named Mr. Murphy had contacted 
Mr. Green and had made a deal with Mr. Green for Mr. Green to 
receive the appointment as postmaster. 

Mr. Moore asked me if I would accompany a committee of citizens 
to Mr. Murphy and make a case against the appointment of Mr. 
Green, since the general feeling in the community was that the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Green w ould be detrimental to the welfare of our 
community, and purely as a civic duty, I had no personal interest 
whatsoever in the appointment of a postmaster, but purely as a civic 
duty I accompanied this committee to consult with Mr. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. Who composed the committee ? 

Mr. Wuire. There were seven of us. Do you want the names? 

Senator Horry. Yes. 

Mr. Wuire. Well, there was Mr. James Moore, Mr. Walter Moore, 
Mr. C. 8S. Cochran, D. M. Bailey, James Donaldson, and myself. Is 
that seven ? 

Senator Hory. Mr. Cochran was mayor, was he, of the town ? 

Mr. Wuire. Yes; that is right. 

Senator Hogry. All right. Now, you say you went to see Mr. 
Murphy. Who is Mr. Mur phy ? 

Mr. Wurre. Mr. C. V. Murphy, his home is in Winona. I under- 
stand that he is a rural mail carrier, carrying a route from Lodi, in 
fact, I believe Mr. Murphy told us that. 

Senator Hory. This Mr. Murphy you went to see is the husband of 
Mrs. Murphy about whom you had the conversation with Mr. Green ? 

Mr. Wurrr. I have never met Mrs. Murphy, she was not at home 
that day, but I presume Mrs. Murphy is Mr. Murphy’s wife. 


Senator Hory. Was she a member of the committee, is that your 


information ? 
Mr. Wuite. That is the report that came to me; yes, sir. 
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Senator Hoey. All right. Well, your committee conferred with Mr. 
Murphy, who isa rural carrier ? 

Mr. Wuire, That is right. 

Senator Hory. All right. What conversation did you have with 
him, and what did he tell you ? 

Mr. Wurre. Well, I can’t recall exactly all that was said. Mr. 
Murphy talked with us for some good long time, I would say nearly 
an hour there, on his front lawn, and he ‘provided seats for us, and 
engaged us in a round-table discussion on the matter. 

Mr. Cochran and Mr. Moore, Mr. James Moore, acted as spokesmen 
for the group and they gave him the reasons why they thought Mr. 
Green would not be satisfac tory as the postmaster. 

Senator Hory. Were you informed at that time that Mr. Green 
was going to make a payment in return for the postmastership / 

Mr. Wuire. The widespread rumor around Oakland at that time 
was that Mr. Green had already made such a payment. 

Senator Hory. Did you hear how much he paid ? 

Mr. Wurre. Not at that time ; no, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, was this rumor circulated around that he had 
made this payment before he was actually appointed, or afterward ¢ 

Mr. Wuire. We thought. and we were led to believe, that Mr. Green 
had made the payment before we went to see Mr. Mur phy. 

Senator Hory. What did Mr. Murphy say about that ¢ 

Mr. Wautre. Mr. Murphy told us that he did not know all this much 
about Mr. Green, that he was glad we came to see him, and that this 
information was of interest to him, and he stated that he was sure 
it would be of interest to his wife. 

Senator Hory. Well, did he tell you whether or not Mr. Green had 
made this contribution ? 

Mr. Wurre. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. He did not tell you? 

Mr. Wurre. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You had this whole committee there, and they were 
opposing the appointment of Mr. Green ? 

Mr. Waite. That was the purpose of the meeting. 

Senator Hory. And they were giving their reasons why they op- 
posed his appointment ! ? 

Mr. Wurre. That is right, and Mr. Murphy led us to believe that 
since Mr. Green was the man who probably would not serve satisfac- 
torily, or at least would not be satisfactory to the people of the com- 
wee Pa that neither he nor his wife had any intention of recommend- 
ing Mr. Green and Mr. Murphy further asked us to name some party 
who would be suitable to the majority of the people. 

Senator Hory. What did you do? 

Mr. Wuire. Mr. James Moore gave Mr. Murphy the name of D. M. 
Bailey, who was present as a member of the committee, and Mr. 
Bailey agreed to take the job, although I don’t think Mr. Bailey 
wanted the job especially, he did not go ) down there for that purpose, 
1 am sure, but when Mr. Murphy asked for a name he was given Mr. 
Bailey’s name. 

Senator Hoey. All right. Did anything further happen then? 

Mr. Wuire. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Go ahead. 

82406—51——8 
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Mr. Wurre. Mr. Murphy asked us some several questions about Mr. 
Bailey, and asked Mr. Bailey some questions, and then Mr. Murphy 
tappe «d me on the shoulder and led me to the back yard of his home. 

Senator Hory. Go ahead. 

Mr. Wurre. Sir? 

Senator Hory. Go on with your story. 

Mr. Wuire. He had asked me before carrying me into the back 
yard of his home if I wanted the job. I told him that I did not. 

So, after leading me to the back yard of his home, he asked me 
this out of hearing of the other members, out of sight of the other 
members of the committee, he asked me why I did not want the job. 

told him that I had a job that paid more money, and I was not 
interested in the job. 

So he then asked me what Mr. Cochran and Mr. Moore had against 
Mr. Green, and I told him that Mr. Cochran and Mr. Moore had no 
personal animosity whatsoever against Mr. Green, that they had 
been former customers of his in his store, when he was doing business 
in a different location from where he is operating at the present time, 
and that Mr. Cochran and Mr. Moore were merely voicing the senti 

nents of the vast majority of the people of the community, they were 
merely acting as spokesmen, Mr. Cochran as mayor of the town, and 
Mr. Moore as clerk of the board, were merely acting as spokesmen for 
ihe community, and there was nothing personal between those two 
gentlemen and Mr. Green. 

So Mr. Murphy then asked me, “What about this fellow Bailey /” 
And I told him what the committee had told him about Bailey was 
all true, that I thought Bailey would be satisfactory with the vast 
majority of the people. 

Mr. Murphy then said something about he didn’t want a gang of 
men to come down tomorrow to jump on him about Bailey, ‘like we 
did about Green, and I told him I did not think he would need to 
worry about that, that I thought Bailey would be perfectly satisfac 
tory with the people. 

So then Mr. Murphy asked me, “Is Bailey windy?” And I told him 
Bailey was quiet, like myself ? 

Senator Hory. He asked you if Bailey was what ? 

Mr. Wurre. Windy. 

Senator Hogy. Windy. 

Mr. Wuire. Yes, sir; and I told him Mr. Bailey was a quiet type of 
Bailey was quiet, like myself. 

Mr. Murphy then asked if Bailey would keep his mouth shut, 
would he do a lot of popping off about how he got the job. I replie ‘ 
that Bailey was not going to do any fool talking. Mr. Murphy said. 
“Well, my wife will come back to Bailey within a few days, or I will.” 

Then Mr. Mur phy carried me back to the front yard where the othe: 
gentlemen were waiting, and I rejoined the other committee members. 
and we left Mr. Bailey’s home, or Mr. Murphy’s home, rather. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, at this time had Mr. Green been 
appointed ¢ 

Mr. Wurrr. No, sir; this was on the 15th of September. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Wuirr. And Mr. Green started working as postmaster on t) 
Ist of October. 





i 
' 


ESIC 


Se 
M 
Se 
Bail 
M 
Se 
M: 
Se 
app 
Mi 
Se 
this | 
Mi 
Se 
come 
Gree 
Ki 
Mi 
Se! 
Mi 
Se! 
Mi 
Sel 
Mr 
Sel 
Mr 
but I 
land 
mont, 
street 
Sel 
Mr 
Mr. } 
I was 
Sel 
Mr 
Se 
Greer 
Mr 
tionec 
Sen 
Mr. 
Sen 
man t 
Mr. 
Sen 
Sen 
and h 
Did Vi 
Mr. 
ora li 
Sen: 
Mr. 


Sen 





ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 107 


Senator Hory. Well, did you hear him talk to Mr. Murphy ! 

Mr. Wuite. No, sir; we did not. 

Senator Hory. Do you know whether or not he came to see Mr. 
Bailey ¢ 

Mr. Wurre. He did not. 

Senator Hory. He did not? 

Mr. Wuire. No, sir. 

Senator Hoey. The next think you heard about it the other man was 
appointed ¢ 

Mr. Wurre. That is right. 

Senator Hory. This is the same post office Mr. Walker testified about 
this morning ¢ 

Mr. Wurre. That is right. 

Senator Horr. The next witness stand up, please. Both of you 
come up here. Do you geutlemen oppose the appointment of Mr. 
Green ¢ 

First, give your name to the reporter. 

Mr. Mager. Charles C. Magee. 

Senator Hory. What is your occupation / 

Mr. Mager. I am a Baptist minister. 

Senator Horry. You serve in that relation ? 

Mr. Mager. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Where? 

Mr. Mager. At Oakland. 

Senator Horry. Now go ahead. 

Mr. Macer. There is nothing personal between Mr. Green and I, 
but I opposed the appointment of Mr. Green as postmaster of Oak- 
land due to the fact that Mr. Green is running a Negro cafe or com- 
monly called a gyp joint, right next to his grocery store on the main 
street of Oakland. 

Senator Hory. And have you ever seen Mr. Murphy ‘ 

Mr. Mager. I didn’t see Mr. Murphy. I don’t know anything about 
Mr. Murphy. I wasn’t in the party that went to see Mr. Murphy. 
I wasn’t a member of that committee. 

Senator Hory. What is your name, sir? 

Mr. Moore. Walter Vernon Moore. 

Senator Hory. Did you state to Mr. Murphy your objection to Mr. 
Green’s appointment ? 

Mr. Moore. I did as one of the committee. If I didn’t say it, I sanc- 
tioned what the other men said. I was in the crowd. 

Senator Horry. You acted as a committee on the proposal ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator Hory. On the basis that you didn’t think he was the proper 
man to be postmaster ¢ ¢ 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. That is all I have. 

Senator Munpr. When you had this argument with Mr. Murphy, 
and he was asked to keep his mouth shut, what was your reaction / 
Did you ask him about his qualifications as postmaster? 

Mr. Wurre. Yes, sir; that struck me as being a little bit unusual 
or a little bit peculiar. 

Senator Munpr. What did you think he had in mind ¢ 

Mr. Wurre. Of course, I didn’t know what he might have in mind. 

Senator Munpr. You had some deduction of your own? 
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Mr. Wurre. Do you want my opinion? 

Senator Munor. Yes. 

Mr. Wnuire. It was common knowledge that jobs were being sold, 
so to speak. I supposed that Mr. Murphy was interested in learning 
whether or not he could safely make Mr. Bailey a financial proposition, 
but that is merely my opinion. 

Senator Munpr. That would be my reaction to the conversation just 
having heard your recital. 

Mr. Wuire. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is all I have. 

Senator Hory. All of the witnesses who have been examined today 
are discharged, including your attorneys, with the exception of Mr. 
Forrest Jackson and Mr. Mize. All of the witnesses who have been 
examined today, with the exception of Mr. Mize and Mr. Jackson, 


may be excused. All of the witnesses who have not been examined, 
if you come back here at 5:30 and remain for a few minutes, some of 


those may be excused and you may not have to come back tomorrow. 
All of the witnesses who have not been examined and who have not 
been excused will return back here tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 
The committee will recess and adjourn until that hour. 
(Whereupon, at 5:25 p. m., the hearing was recessed at 9 a. m., 


Tuesday, April 10, 1951.) 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITTEE 


TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 1951 


Senate INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES 
IN THE Executive DEPARTMENTS, 
Jackson, Miss. 

Met at 9 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 51, agreed to January 
99, 1951, first session, Eighty-second Congress, in the courtroom of 
the United States Courthouse, Jackson, Miss. ., Hon. Clyde R. Hoey 
(chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senator Clyde R. Hoey (presiding), Senator John L. 
McClellan, and Senator Kar] E. Mundt. 

Also present: Francis D. Flanagan, chief counsel; H. J. Hatcher, 
chief assistant counsel; Jerome S. Adlerman, assistant counsel; Car- 
mine S. Bellino, accounting consultant; James E. Sheridan, investi- 
gator ; and Ruth Young, clerk of the subcommittee. 

Senator Horry. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Mr. Massengill, will you step forward, please ? 

Do you solemniv swear that the testimony which you shall give in 
this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Masseneu. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ARLAND CHESTER MASSENGILL, JACKSON, MISS. 


Senator Horny. Have a seat, sir, and give the reporter your name, 
your address, and your occupation. 

Mr. Massencux. My name is Arland Chester Massengill, Highway 
51 North, Jackson. Iam in the lumber business, saw mill. 

Senator Hory. Where do you live? 

Mr. MassENnGILL. Just outside the city limits. 

Senator Hory. Do you know Mr. Sidney Ayres? 

Mr. Massenemu. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you know Mr. Henry Debrow ? 

Mr. Massenety. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. State whether or not you saw Mr. Ayres and had a 
conversation with him in the lobby of the Hotel Walthall. 

Mr. Massenern. Yes, sir; I was talking to Mr. Ayres in the lobby 
of the hotel. 

Senator Horry. About when was that? 

Mr. Masseneru. I don’t remember the date. sir. It was the next 
day after a dinner they had had down here. 
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Senator Hory. A Jackson Day dinner? 

Mr. Masseneort. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did Mr. Ayres say to you and what did you do? 

Mr. Massenorin. Well, he said there was a job, a rural mail route, 
up there that he would like to have. We had been talking about. it 
for some time. 

Senator Hory. All right. What did he tell you and what did you 
say to him? 

Mr. Massencitt. Well, we were just talking about some way of 
getting some connections, and Mr. Debrow came in. I thought he 
was friendly with Mr. Rogers and Mr. Hood, and I introduced him. 
I introduced them—Mr. Ay res and Mr. Hill—to Mr. Debrow. 

Senator Hory. Did you know Mr. Hill before that time ? 

Mr. MASssENGILL. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, you introduced him to both of 
them. What did you say to Mr. Debrow when you introduced them / 

Mr. Massenerw. I asked him how he got along with them, and he 
said “Fine.” 

Senator Hory. You were speaking of Mr. Rogers and Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Massenaitu. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. All right. 

Mr. Massenoiti. And I told him that I had known Mr. Ayres since 
he was a child, and he was a very nice boy, and I would lke to see 
him have the job up there, and if he could help him in any way I would 
certainly appreciate it, and I knew the people in that part of the 
country would appreciate it. 

Senator Hory. What did Mr. Debrow say? 

Mr. Massener. Well, there was some talk of some money; and, 
after I introduced him, he asked about the money, and he said, “Yes; 
I have some money with me,” and they left immediately, he and Mr. 
Debrow—Mr. Ayres and Mr. Hill. 

Senator Hory. That is all of the conversation that you heard ! 

Mr. Massenoity. That was all I heard. Later on in the day I did 
see Mr. Ayres, and he told me he had turned over to Mr. Debrow a 
thousand dollars in cash, 

Senator Hory. Now, is there anything else that you know about, any 
other conversation with any of these parties? 

Mr. Massenoem. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCiettan. Which one mentioned the money first, Mr. 
Massengill ? 

Mr. Massenerun. I don’t hear very well, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Who mentioned money first in connection with 
the transaction ? 

Mr. Massenoriu. I really don’t remember. 

Senator McCietxan. Did you know it was discussed at the time? 

Mr . Massenotiu. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. In the presence of Mr. Debrow, and within your 
own hearing, did you hear Mr. Ayres mention to Mr. Debrow that he 
(Ayres) was trying to get a rural mail route? 

Mr. Masseneun. I did not quite get the last part. 


— 


Sen 
Mr. 
Sen 
Debre 
mail 
Mr. 
about 
Sen 
Mr. 
sen 
was tl 
Mr. 
Sen 
Mr. 
Sen 
Debr« 
Depai 
Mr. 
Sen 
matte 
Mr. 
know 
Sen 
nature 
said a 
Mr. 
Sen 
what 
Mr. 
but a 
about 
to Mr 
Sen 
Mr. 
Sen 
transe 
Mr. 
Sen 
conne 
Mr. 
Sen 
tion t 
Mr. 
Sen 
Sen 
other 
Avres 
Mr. 
talkin 
Sen 
time, | 
Did 
Mr. 
Sen 





ere TT remy ess = 


a 


a nen alecih-aheniemaaainaediammnameeeenmeeneeemaneonianeanmnenanmmaamnnni 





ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 111 


Senator Munor. That Ayres was trying to get a rural mail route. 

Mr. Massenewt. Yes; Mr. Ayres was trying to get the route. 

Senator Munpr. I know that, but did you hear Ay res so advise Mr. 
Debrow? Did Mr. Debrow know Mr. Ayres was trying to get a rural 
mail route? 

Mr. Massenewt. The question is, Did Mr. Aivtes ask Mr. Debrow 
about the job? Is that the question, sir? 

Senator Munpr. That is the question. 

Mr. Massenermu. He asked him if he could help him, I believe. 

Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Debrow know what kind of job Mr. Ayres 
was trying to get? 

Mr. Massena. I told him; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You told him? 

Mr. Massenerm.. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So that there was no question in the mind of Mr. 
Debrow but what Mr. Ayres was applying for a job in the Post Office 
Department ¢ 

Mr. MassenciLu. A rural mail route; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And you say Mr. Debrow first mentioned the 
matter of money ¢ 

Mr. MasseneiLhL. Well, the money was mentioned; yes, sir. I don’t 
know if there was any certain amount. 

Senator Munpr. Can you elaborate upon that a little bit? In what 
nature was money mentioned? How was it mentioned? What was 
said about money ¢ 

Mr. Massencity. I cannot quite understand you. 

Senator Munpr. I am trying to have you elaborate a little bit on 
what was said about the money. 

Mr. Masseneitu. Well, I don’t remember, sir. They weren’t there 
but a few minutes. It was just over all right quick, so far as I knew 
about it, until later on he told me he had turned over a thousand dollars 
to Mr. Debrow. 

Senator Munpr. Later on that same day or that same evening? 

Mr. Masseneih, Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is the extent of your connection with the 
transaction ; is that right ? 

Mr. Masseneitu. I cannot hear you, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Is that the extent of your transaction—of your 
connection with this particular deal ? 

Mr. Massenaiti. You are asking me if that was—— 

Senator Hory. He asked you if that was the extent of the transac- 
tion that you had. 

Mr. Massenetnu. I am sorry, sir. 

Senator Hory. Well, - said it was. | Laughter. | 

Senator Munpr. What I am trying to get, Mr. Massengill: At any 
other time, have you discussed with either Mr. Debrow or with Mr. 
Ayres the matter of this postal application ? 

Mr. Masseneiu. I just don’t believe I can quite get what you are 
talking about. I am sorry, sir. 

Senator Munpr. W ell, we will try it again. We have got lots of 
time, and we will try to get at it. 

Did you hear anything that I said at all? 

Mr. Massenertx. Did I hear anything? 

Senator Munpr. Yes, sir; that I said. 
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Mr. Massenerw. I did not hear but very little of the conversation. 
I think you have got most of it. I just introduced them, and the money 
was mentioned and Mr. Ayres told him he had the money with him, 
and later on in the day I saw Mr. Ayres, and he told me he had turned 
over a thousand dollars to Mr. Debrow. 

Senator Munpr. Allright. Now, at any later date did you have any 
further connection with ‘this case ? 

Mr. Massenoiiu. Nothing; no more than later on Mr. Ayres told 
me that his money had been returned. I believe he said through Mr. 
Hill, his brother-in-law. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Ralph Perkins, please come forward. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this hearing 


shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 


Mr. Perkins. I do. 
Senator Horr. Have a seat, Mr. Perkins. 


TESTIMONY OF RALPH JAMISON PERKINS, CALHOUN, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Give your name. address, and vocation. 

Mr. Perkins. Ralph Jamison Perkins; Calhoun, Miss.; rural 
carrier. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Perkins, how long have you been a rural carrier? 

Mr. Perkins. Since November 27, 1950. 

Senator Hory. How did you go about to get the appointment ? 

Mr. Perxrns. Well, I took the civil-service examination and I didn’t 
know anything in the world about whom to see to try to get the job. 
I knew I would need to see somebody, but I didn’t know who. I under- 
stood the Congressmen didn’t have any more to do with it and I started 
asking around, first one and then another in town who did have some- 
thing to do with it and they told me that the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee did. 

I wanted to know who that was and I found out that Mr. Hood 
and Mr. Mize and Mr. Rogers were part of it. So I went to see Mr. 
Mize. I went to his house and I saw him there. 

Senator Hory. What did he say? 

Mr. Perxrns. I told him what I was interested in and he said he 
didn’t know whether they were obligated to anybody for that route or 
not, that he didn’t know much about it at that time and he said that 
I wouldn’t have any chance unless I was a veteran, a 10-point veteran, 
but to come back and see him later and he would see if they were 
obligated and see if they could help me. That was some time in 
February. 

Senator Horr. 1950? 

Mr. Perkins. Sir? 

Senator Hory. February 1950? 

Mr. Perxrns. Yes, sir. Later on then I went back to see him, I 
reckon that was 3 weeks or a month later, and he told me that he had 
talked with some of the other members of the committee and they 
didn’t seem to be obligated to anybody and so far as he knew they 
would probably be able to help me. So that was about all, that was 
about all that was said but he did say to go to see Mr. Rogers and 
talk with him about it. 
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Senator Hory. Did you go to see Mr. Rogers ? 

Mr. Perkins. Not right then. It was maybe a month later or 
3 weeks or a month later I went to see Mr. Rogers. I went to see him 
at Silverania, at his home and he said that they had talked it over 
there and so far as he knew they could help me if I was a 10-point 
veteran and was one of the top three men that took the examination. 

[told him I was a 10-point veteran. Of course, I didn’t know about 
the grade, but I thought I made a pretty good grade. And I under- 
stood there was only five 10- point men that took the examination and 
I understood that one of them did not send in his papers for his vet- 
eran’s preference. That just left four and I felt like I had a good 
chance of being one of the three out of these four. 

So then as far as the money part is concerned, Mr. Rogers after we 
had talked our business about the mail route and we were just casually 
talking he did mention that they had lots of expenses to meet in their 
office and the only way wer could meet them was through contribu- 
tions. Well, at that time I didn’t think much about that. I didn’t 
connect it much in any way, it just didn’t strike me much. 

Then when I went to see Mr. Rogers he said that he had heard some 
rumors that they were selling jobs but they didn’t have any jobs for 
sale and it was just some rumors going around. He said “anybody 
that contributes to this organization, they have to do it of their own 
free will and we are not telling anybody that they have to in order to 
get a job.” 

Well, since I had started out I had heard all along that the appoint- 
ments from now on back, I had heard that anybody that the political 
parties favored, they were supposed in turn to favor the political par- 
tiessomehow. That was a kind of general understanding but I didn’t 
know whether that was so or not, I didn’t know much about it, but 
I intended if I saw that they were going to mt me, I intended to make 
a contribution to the party. And that was about all then until June, 
some time in June the grades came out and I was one of the top three 
men and I came back down here to Jackson then and saw Mr. Rogers 
up in the office and I told him I was one of the top three and he said, 
well, he thought he could help me then. So I went on back home and 
I think that is when I mailed him the check. 

Senator Hory. Was anything said by Mr. Rogers about a contribu- 
tion at that time? 

Mr. Perkins. Sir? 

Senator Horry. Did you say anything to Mr. Rogers or he to you 
about a contribution at that time? 

Mr. Perkins. Well, I think all that was said was about as usual, 
that the expenses were heavy and they did operate on contributions, 
He didn’t tell me that he wanted a contribution. 

Senator Hory. What did you do then? 

Mr. Perkins. I went back home and mailed him a check for $300 

Senator Hory. That was June 27, 1950? 

Mr. Perkins. It was the latter part of June. I don’t know the 
date. 

Senator Hory. Now, did you pay him an additional amount? 

Mr. Perxrns. No, sir; not then. 

Senator Hory. You mailed that check in; did you not? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir. 











114 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Senator Horry. When did you see him next after you mailed the 
check ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. That was a short time later, maybe a week or two 
later, I was down here in Jackson on some other business and I went 
by the office, just dropped in to see if they knew anything; and while 
I was up there he gave me a copy of a recommendation for the route 
and that same time I was up there I gave him another check for $200. 
I think I wrote that check up there but I never have been quite sure 
whether I mailed that one or whether I wrote it up there. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, in this conversation was there anything 
further said about money between you and Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Perkins. He never did tell me that I would have to make a 
contribution te—— 

Senator Horry. I didn’t ask you that. I asked you if there was 
anything further said about money. 

Mr. Perrys. He said as usual. Anybody that wanted to con- 
tribute they were glad to get the contribution. I wanted to know— 
I wanted to get some idea of what was a reasonable contribution, but 
he said it was left entirely up to the man that wanted to make it. 

Senator Hory. How did you decide on the $200 more ? 

Mr. Perkins. Sir? 

Senator Horry. How did you reach the conclusion to give him $200 
more ¢ 

Mr. Perxrns. That was just my idea. I didn’t know how much to 
give and I thought that that $500 was a reasonable amount of con- 
tribution for any man in my position to contribute. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, was there anything further said about 
this office at the time you were appointed ? 

Mr. Perkins. They gave me that copy of a recommendation and 
there wasn’t anything happened then until some time in November, 
I think. I was down here several times; I would drop in to see if 
anything had happened and they would say, “Nothing happened; 
there is nothing to do but just wait and see,” and some time in Novem- 
ber they got what they called the eligible list and they called me and 
told me that I was on that eligible list and that they were going to 
recommend me. 

Well, I just thanked them. I didn’t come down and see them then 
and it was a week or 10 days maybe, maybe 2 weeks after that, that 
I got the appointment. The appointment came in I think on Satur- 
day but somehow I didn’t go to the post office until Tuesday and it 
was 3 or 4 days before I got it. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, the first time you were in Jackson, after 
you had told them about you were satisfied you were going to be on 
that list, you said they gave you an endorsement. That is the time 
you gave them a check for $300 ? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator Horry. Or sent them a check for $300 ? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator Hory. What did the endorsement say ? 

Mr. Perkins. How is that ? 

Senator Hory. What did it say ? 

Mr. Perkins. What did the letter say ? 

Senator Horry. Yes. 
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Mr. Perkins. It recommended me to the Post Office Department for 
the route. 

Senator Hory. Well, when you went back and they had the notice 
that you were on the eligible list, did they do anything further about 
any recommendation then ? 

Mr. Perkins. I didn’t quite understand the question. 

Senator Hory. When you went back the second time and after they 
advised you in November that you were on the eligible list, did they 
give you another endorsement ? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir; they gave me a letter of recommendation 
to the Post Office Department again. I think that first one, it seems 
to me, was like a temporary form to fill out until the time of the 
permanent form. 

Senator Horry. You said that you were third of the three eligible 
applicants ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator Hory. The first applicant that was eligible was Archie 
Watsch. He madea grade of 99, did he? 

Mr. Perkins. I don’t know what his grade was. 

Senator Hory. At least he stood first on the list. 

Mr. Pernins. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And he was a 10-point veteran ? 

Mr. Perxrns. Yes. 

Senator Hory. The second man was D. L. Hardin and he made a 
‘ade of 82, and he was a 10-point veteran. 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you came third with a grade of 81 and you 
were a 10-point veteran ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You received your appointment, I believe, on 
November 27, 1950? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator Horry. That is all. 

Senator McCieLian. Have you ever made any contributions to a 
political party before this time # 

Mr. Perxrns. No. 

Senator McCietxan. This is the first time you ever contributed to 
a political party ? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes; it is. 

Senator McCietian. Do you have any interest in the success of 
this particular party in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Perkins. No, sir; I don’t have any interest. 

Senator McCreittan. So you made a contribution for what 
purpose ¢ 

Mr. Perxins. I just felt like if they were going to help me that it 
was a normal thing to do for me to do something for them. 

Senator Hory. So the contribution was not to insure the success 
of the political party in the State and the city, but primarily it was 
to secure their recommendation for your appointment, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Perkins, Well, the way it was with me that would work both 
ways. I had in mind if they helped me or tried to help me that I was 
going to contribute, but at the same time I felt like that that would 
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Senator McCietian. You felt like it would help you to get the 
job? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator McCrietian. And it was a success? 

Mr. Prerxins. Sir? 

Senator McCieitan. You were successful? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrecttan. I mean that succeeded in getting you the 
job, didn’t it? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrietitan. Do you think you would have gotten the 
appointment without that contribution ? 

Mr. Perkins. Of course, at that time I didn’t know, I didn’t have 
the least idea, but I doubt it now. 

Senator McCrieLttan. You doubt it now? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator McCie..an. In order to take precaution you made the 
contribution ? 

Mr. Perxrns. Sir. 

Senator McCietian. You were not taking any chance, I say. You 
made the contribution 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir; I made the contribution. 

Senator McCLeLian (continuing). For the purpose of getting the 
job? 

Mr. Perxtns. As I said, it worked both ways. I was going to 
contribute because they did try to help me, but at the same time I was 
contributing because I thought it would help me get it. 

Senator McCretian. You thought it would help you get the job? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes. 

Senator McCietxan. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. Did you say your occupation was farming? 

Mr. Perxins. I beg your pardon? 

Senator Munpr. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Perkins. My occupation is a rural carrier. 

Senator Munpr. I know that. Before that? 

Mr. Perkins. Before that I was a machinist in a paper mill com- 
pany ¢ 

Senator Munpr. Mechanic? 

Mr. Perkins. Machinist. 

Senator Munpr. Did $300 represent a good-sized contribution for 
a man of your income, or was that an easy contribution for you to 
make ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. Well, $300 was a good bit of money to me. 

Senator Munpr. It is a good bit of money out in South Dakota, 
know that. 

Mr. Perxrns. It was a good bit of money to me. 

Senator Munpr. It isa good bit of money any place. I was wonder- 
ing how you happened to arrive at the decision to make the check 
that you wrote on June 27, $300. You mailed the check for $300. How 

does it happen that you did not make it for $250 or $100? How did 
you happen to make it $300? Did you think that up by yourself ? 

Mr. Perkins. All by myself. I didn’t know how much would be 
reasonable and I just figured that $300 would be reasonable here. 
That was about all I could afford at that time anyway. 
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Senator Munpt. A day or two afterwards, after you had concluded 
that $300 was a reasonable amount, you visited the hes vdquarters of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee here in Jackson and talked to 
Mr. Rogers again; is that correct ? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir; it was a few days later. 

Senator Munpr. Was ‘anything said about money at that meeting? 

Mr. Perkins About the usual thing, that anybody that wanted to 
contribute could, that they didn’t want to make any body do it. 

Senator Munpr. Did you point out that you had mailed them a 
check for a good bit of money, to the extent of $300, just a day or so 
previously ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. He told me that they got the check. I didn’t have to 
point that out. 

Senator Munpr. Did he indicate that the check was a little bit 
smaller than a reasonable amount—than he thought a reasonable 
amount of money would be? 

Mr. Perkins. I beg pardon? 

Senator Munpr. Did he indicate that he was a little bit disappointed 
that the check was only $300, that it should have been a little bit 
more ? 

Mr. Perxrns. He didn’t exactly indicate it but I viewed it from the 
way he talked that, naturally, they would like to have a little more. 

Senator Munpr. In other words. he managed to convey that idea 
to you ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. I couldn’t hear what you said, sir? 

Senator Munpr. What I am trying to get at, you told us in good 
honesty and faith that you mailed him a chec k for $300 because you 
thought that $300 was a reasonable amount to make. 

Mr. Perxrns. Yes: at that time. 

Senator Munpr. You arrived at that decision in your own mind 
and in your own conscience ¢ 

Mr. Perxtns. Yes, sir: I did. 

Senator Munpr. That was on the 27th day of June, but on the 2d 
day of July, which was a very short time after that, you mailed a sec- 
ond check for $200. You had not suddenly had somebody give you 
some eXtra money so that you were in better financial circumstances 
than on June 27, than you had been 3 or 4 days earlier, at that time? 
You mailed the second check because something in the meeting with 
Mr. Rogers led you to believe that if you sent some more money he 
would be a little happier about the contribution, is that right? I mean 


you just didn’t throw $200 away that day. You had some reason for 


it then. That was just a short time after you mailed the $300? 

Mr. Perkins. That was a few days after the first time and I was 
around to the office, I think, when I gave him the second check. 

Senator Munpr. I understand you were down in the office. 

Mr. Perxrns. And I just thought to myself that I would go ahead 
and give 200 more and that would make 500 and that should be enough. 
[ just thought I would get it all over with and be through. 

Senator Munpr. You decided you would not pay it in installments 


and you thought you would just pay up? 


Mr. Perkins. Yes. I thought that was plenty. 

Senator Munpr. I think that was enough myself. That is all. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Perkins, at the time of your first conversation 
with Mr. Rogers did he indicate to you that it would be helpful to 
you in getting you a job if you made a contribution to the party? 
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Mr. Perxrns. I don’t think he said anything about it being helpful 
to me in getting the job. 

Mr. Frianacan. Is there anything he said that would lead you to 
believe that if you made a contribution you would get the job? 

Mr. Perkins. I don’t think he said anything except that anybody 
that wanted to contribute, they was glad to accept it and that they 
had lots of expenses to meet and the only way to meet them was 
through contributions. 

Mr. Fianacan. Let me repeat that question. In your own mind 
at that time was there anything he said to you that led you to believe 
that you would get the job if you made a contribution 

Mr. Perkins. There was nothing said that led me to believe that 
I would get it, but just what I told you, led me to believe, that it 
would help in getting them to help me. 

Mr. Firanacan. Do you recollect, Mr. Perkins, that on March 8 of 
this year you were interviewed by postal inspectors and executed an 
affidavit to the postal inspectors ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator FLranacan. When you made that affidavit, a sworn state- 
ment to the postal inspectors, at that time were you telling me the 
truth and the whole truth ? 

Mr. Perkins. I told them the truth all the way through, just like 
I am telling you, and at the time he wrote that out I brought his 
attention to some of the phrases in that copy. I told him it seemed 
to me like they were just a little too strong, that it really wasn’t 
that strong and he said, “Well, it doesn’t make that much difference; 
it is Just the general thing anyway.” 

Mr. Fuanacan. You signed it anyway although it did not reflect 
the complete truth ¢ 

Mr. Perxrns. He told me that it didn’t make any difference, so I 
signed it. 

Senator Munpr. What was the name of the postal inspector that 
told you that it didn’t make any difference whether you were telling 
the truth or a falsehood ? 

Mr. Perkins. What is that? 

Senator Munpr. I want to have the name of some Government 
official that induced you to perjure your testimony. 

Mr. Perkins. It wasn’t a false statement. It was just the way it 
was worded, that it could be looked at two or three different ways. 

Senator Munpr. Then what you signed was the truth, it was the 
truth or it wasn’t the truth. There is no halfway between that. It 
was either a falsehood or you were telling the truth. We don’t want 
any halfway. We want to know what the truth is. Now, that was 
either a falsehood or the truth. 

Mr. Perkins. I believe the way you look at that statement it was 
the truth. 

Senator Munpr. That is what I want to know. 

Mr. FLanacan. Mr. Perkins, just to clarify the point I will read 
those two sentences from your affidavit, which are not taken out of 
the context in relation to the whole statement. You are talking about 
Rogers now: 


He said that the expenses of the committee were heavy and that they needed 


contributions. Rogers said that the jobs were not for sale but he led me to 


believe from his conversation that his committee made the appointments and 
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that they would get the rural carrier job for me if I made a contribution to 
the committee. 

Mr. Perkins. That is one of the points I called their attention to. 

Mr. Fianacan. Is that statement true or false ¢ 

Mr. Perkins. “He led me to believe I would get the job if I made 
a contribution?” ‘They led me to believe that they would help me get 
a job if I made a contribution and I was under the impression that 
that had a lot to do with getting the jobs. 

Mr. FLtanaGan. Now, you say that they led you to believe that they 
would help you get the job if you made a contribution? 

Mr. Perxrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Another statement in this affidavit that I want to 
ask you about, and you were talking about Rogers and the second trip 
to Rogers, when you brought the $200, and you say this: 

He said he had gotten my check for $300 and from his conversation that it 
would be advisable for me to contribute some more. 

Is that a true statement of fact ? 

Mr. Perkins. Yes, sir. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 9° and may 
be found in the appendix on p. 569.) 

Mr. Furanacan. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside, Mr. Perkins. Archie Ralph Watson, 
please come forward. Hold up your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this hearing 
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 

Mr. Warson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ARCHIE RALPH WATSON, CALHOUN CITY, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Watson, give the reporter your name, residence, 
and occupation. 

Mr. Watson. Archie Ralph Watson. Temporary residence at 
Stewart, Miss. Permanent residence at Calhoun City, Miss. I am 
a Veterans’ home-farm training instructor. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Watson, did you stand the civil service exam- 
ination for R. F. D. carrier at Calhoun City ? 

Mr. Warson. I did. 

Senator Hory. What grade did you make? 

Mr. Watson. Ninety-nine. 

Senator Hory. You are a 10-point veteran? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What steps did you take to assist your natural in- 
terest in getting the appointment ? 

Mr. Watson. I took many steps. I first went to see what could 
be determined with Mr. Abernathy. 

Senator Hoey. With whom? 

Mr. Warson. Mr. Abernathy, the Congressman in my district. He 
advised me that he had no patronage and that he couldn't help me 
at all, 

Senator Hory. Then what did you do? 

Mr. Watson. Well, it was rumored over the country that Mr, 
Crifiin at New Poland might be able to help me, so I went to see Mr. 
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Grifiin. He advised me that he was obligated to one of the men who 
had taken the examination and that until he knew where he stood he 
didn’t want to make any promises whatsoever towards me. 

Senator Hory. Who was Mr. Griffin ? 

Mr. Watson. Mr. Griffin ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Watson. He was a lawyer at New Poland. 

Senator Hory. What did you do then ? 

Mr. Warson. I went back and I found out that the man that he 
was obligated to was not of the three highest grades, so I went back 
to Mr. Griffin and I advised him that he was not in the three highest 
and he told me to go back to my county and get a letter of recom- 
mendation from Lonkey Hardin—his initials are D. A., and Dick 
Lamarr. I went to see Mr. Lamarr and Mr. Lamarr advised me 
that Mr. Griffin had been kicked out of the voutine with Mrs. Clark 
and that he himself, Mr. Lamarr, had quit of his own accord because 
of the condition that the committee was operating under. 

Senator Horry. Did he tell you what those conditions were? 

Mr. Watson. He said they stunk to high heavens. He didn’t go 
into any details. He said it was a disgrace to the State of Missis- 
sippi and any man that tried to stand for what was right. 

Senator Horry. Did he give you any further adv ice? 

Mr. Watson. He told me to go see Mr. Mages at Okolona. He said 
that he didn’t know Mr. Mages personally, but in order to try to 
help me Mr. Mages might do it. I went in to see a first cousin of 
Mr. Mages, a great friend, a Mr. Ted Mages, at Calhoun City, and 
a good friend of mine, to go with me because I didn’t know Mr. Mages. 

When I got to Okolona he introduced me and on the way up there 
we had talked over the situation and Mr. Ted Mages had told me 
that he knew that his cousin would not accept a donation himself 
where he might be in a position with this committee where they 
wouldn't do anything without a donation. So he would ask him 
if there would be any money involved and he did so. 

Both Mr. Mages came back and both of them laughed and told 
me, the Mr. Gages from Okolona, that he did not wish any contribu- 
tion at this time or any other favor and that he would help me through 
friendship of my friend, his cousin. He said, however, if he did 
come to Jackson or make telephone calls would I be willing to bear 
his actual expenses? And I asked him how much the expense would 
be and he said that if he came to Jackson it would be $10 or $15 
and would I pay any phone bills if he produced the bills? And I 
told him that I would. 

Well, I went home and I sat around and nothing happened. 1 
don’t know how long it was, but it was several days when a good 
friend of mine approached me and told me that he had heard that 
the job was being sold for a thousand dollars and that he believed 
that he could make contacts if I wanted it but he advised me not to 
do it because he said sooner or later this very thing that has come 
out would come up and that I would be holding the bag. And 1 
told him to just tell the folks that I couldn’t raise the money. 

[ went back to Mr. Mages and I asked him what the deal was for 
it? I said, “One fellow tells me it take a thousand dollars, vou 
tell me it takes nothing. Do you want the thousand dollars or what 
is going on?” He said he didn’t want the thousand dollars then 
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or ever, that if I gave it to him he would throw it away, or throw 
it in the river, I might find it later on, and I came back and I advised 
this friend of mine to advise them, whoever was contacting him, who 
| never learned, that I didn’t want to pay the thousand dollars. 

Well, shortly after that Mr. Abernathy came into the district, he 
came heme. I went to see Mr. Abernathy and in the conversation 
with Mr. Abernathy he told me that he couldn’t in no way, shape, 
form, or fashion help me get the appointment. 

So he advised me in a very disgusting manner to go see C. V. 
Murphy at Winona, and I went and he was not home. I left word 
with a friend at Winona that I had been to see him, and Mr. Murphy 
contacted me over the telephone at Calhoun City, and he told me to 
come down, that he believed he could help me. 

At that time I worked at Calhoun City. I went down to see him, 
and him and his wife were both there. 

Senator Hory. Was that C. V. Murphy? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What position did he hold? 

Mr. Watson. He was a rural mail carrier. 

Senator Hory. What position did Mrs. Murphy hold? 

Mr. Watson. She said that she was a member of the committee, the 
Democratic executive committee, or something like that. 

Senator Munpr. Had you ever met Mr. or Mrs. Murphy before that 
time ¢ 

Mr. Warson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, what did he tell you ? 

Mr. Watson. He told me that the committee—throughout the con- 
versation it was self-evident that if I did not make a contribution I 
would not get the job. 

Senator Hory. bid he tell you anything about how much you ought 
to contribute ? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir: not exactly. He said that the contributions 
had run from $300 to $1,000, and that I could draw a line somewhere 
in between. 

Senator Hory. All right. Was Mrs. Murphy present during this 
conversation ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did she say? 

Mr. Watson. She never did say much, she nodded her head, or 
answered in the affirmative to all the things that come up in the 
conversation. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, as a result of this conference with 
Mr. and Mrs. Murphy, what did you do? 

Mr. Watson. I had agreed to donate $500 to the Democratic Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Senator Hory. All right. What did you do then? 

Mr. Warson. I went home. 

Senator Hory. Now, when you discussed this matter with them was 
the agreement between you all that you should pay this $500? 

Mr, Watson. That I should pay it? 

Senator Hory. Yes. In other words, was that satisfactory? 

Mr. Watson. With me? 
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Senator Hory. With all of you, you and them? 


Mr. Watson. It wasn’t satisfactory to me, but I had nothing else M 
todo. [Laughter. | told 
Nothing like that is satisfactory to me. to co 
Senator Hory. You did agree to it, though, did you ? was | 
Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. Se 
Senator Hory. Was that the amount that Mr. and Mrs. Murphy M 
suggested ¢ Se 
Mr. Watson. No, sir. Mi 
Senator Hory. Or was it what you suggested after the discussion! | com” 
Mr. Watson. I could suggest anything between the figure of $300 | belie 
and $1,000. | se 
Senator Hory. I see. puth 
Senator Munpr. How was the actual figure of $500 entered into the | Mi 
discussion? Did you say, “Will $500 be enough”? ( ity. 
Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. : Sel 
Senatator Munpr. You said that? Mr 
Mr. Warson. Yes; and he said that he thought that was a fair | Ser 
contribution. Mr 
Senator Munpr. That is about what happened, that he told you | callec 
to draw a line some place between $350 and $1,000, is that right ? did n 
Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. I asked him how the contributions were - - 
running. : Mr 
Senator Munpr. Yes. My : 
Mr. Watson. And he said they were running from $300 to $1,000. | Mr. I 
Senator Munpr. Correct. So you countered by saying, “How about | Sen 
$500” 2 is Mr. 
Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. - 
Senator Munpr. He said that would be all right? aa 
Mr. Warson. Yes, sir; he thought that was a nice contribution. | a 
Senator Hory. Following that what did you do? é = 
Mr. Warson. I went home. ow 
Senator Hory. All right. "Ml ? 
Mr. Watson. To get the money. I was to bring it in sometime the | pee: ‘i 
next week, I have forgotten when, but in the meantime the route had | we ' 
been let between the time that I agreed to donate the $500 and before | fae 
I carried it to them, the route was let. oon 
Senator Hory. All right. Now, you mean Perkins was appointed! | M - 
Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. : aie to 
Senator Hory. How did you hear about his appointment ? — - 
Mr. Watson. It was rumored on the street, I imagine that the post- | M - 
master told some of her friends, I don’t know how it got out, but it | ee 
was talked on the street that he had got the job. M - 
Senator Hoey. All right. What did you do after you heard that! at a 
Mr. Watson. I didn’t do anything. . ae _ 
Senator Hory. Well, had you paid any money up to that time? : a * 
Mr. Watson. No, sir. fecmn C 
Senator Hory. What happened next? $0 nan 
Mr. Watson. I was supposed to meet Mr. and Mrs. Murphy on es 
Wednesday, and that was on Tuesday, and I called the friend of mine , oo “pi 
in Winona when I could get them, and told him to tell them that I rs 7 
would not be there, and he called me back that night. M “6 
Senator Hory. Who did? oo 
Mr. Watson. Mr. Murphy. Mr | 
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Mr. Watson. And he wanted to know why I wasn’t coming, and I 
told him that the route had done been let, and that I never intended 
to come, I mean, it would be foolish to give a man $500 after the route 
was already let. 

Senator Hory. I think that was a wise conclusion. 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. [ Laughter. | 

Senator Hory. What did you do, or what did he say to you? 

Mr. Watson. He told me it had not been let, and we had a heated 
conversation over the phone, and to come down anyway. He did not 
believe that it had been let. 

Senator Munpr. Was this a long-distance telephone call that he 
put in to you, or local ? 

Mr. Warson. It was a long-distance call from Winona to Calhoun 
City. 

Senator Hory. Asa result of this call what did you do? 

Mr. Watson. I went back to Mr. Murphy’s home. 

Senator Hory. What did he say to you then? 

Mr. Warson. He said that he had called Mr. Hood, and he had 
called this, that, and the other thing, and that Mr. Hood said that he 
did not sign the recommendation, and that anybody that said that he 
did was a damned liar. 

Senator Hory. He said what? 

Mr. Watson. He called Mr. Hood over the phone, and said that 
Mr. Hood said that he did not sign the recommendation. 

Senator Hory. All right. What did you do then? 

Mr. Warson. I didn’t do anything. He said that he could go to 
Mr. Hood and have the appointment revoked, that there was some- 
thing wrong, and that Mrs. Muhphy was going to Jackson on Friday 
and that Mr. Hood would be in Jackson, and that they would thresh 
the thing out. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, what was the result of her confer- 
ence with Mr. Hood ¢ 

Mr. Watson. She—now, this is the story that I was told of how he 
got the route, which is not true according to his testimony, I mean, 
this is what was told me. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Senator Munpr. By whom? 

Mr. Watson. I mean, you understand I am just repeating what 
was told to me. 

Senator Horny. Who told you? 

Mr. Watson. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. All right. Go ahead. 

Mr. Warson. That a delegation from Calhoun City went to Jack- 
son and got Beasley, I don’t know his initials, out of the insane asy- 
lum, and carried him down to Mr. Hood’s office, which he still had 
a key to, and they rambled through the mail to get the eligible list 
from Calhoun C ity with Mr. Hood s name on it for a fee of so much. 
82,000 I believe, which delegation kept $500; that the recommenda- 
tion would give to Mr. Perkins or the delegation as secur ity that they 
could mail it and it would not be changed. 

Senator Hory. That is what Mr. Murphy told you? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. That he had gotten that information ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir; that his wife had. 








124 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Senator Horry. His wife had? 

Mr. Watson. Yes. 

Senator Horry. Did you talk to Mrs. Murphy yourself, or just Mr. 
Murphy ¢ 

Mr. Warson. She was there at the time. They both verified the 
statement. 

Senator Horry. She verified it? 

Mr. Watson. That is right. 

Senator Horr. What followed then after that? 

Mr. Watson. Well, they was going to have it revoked, they was 
going by Mr. Hood to keep from stirring up a national scandal over 
this poor boy Beasley, they would just let Mr. Perkins carry the mail 
route on and would get me another one. 

Senator Hory. You were to have another mail route? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Where was this mail route to be located / 

Mr. Warson. Anywhere I wanted, that is, where there was a va- 
cancy. 

Senator Hory. They would get you another mail route ? 

Mr. Watson. Anywhere I wanted, if one was vacant. 

Senator Hory. Was there any specific place mentioned ? 

Mr. Warson. I could just pick one out, just go hunt up a place. 
| Laughter. | 

Senator Horry. Well, did you make any selection ¢ 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Which place did you select ? 

Mr. Warson. I got disgusted with this outfit, and I decided that 
something needed to bedone. As my school was running low—do you 
understand what I mean, the way you teach veterans you finally run 
out of men, and you have got to move. I mean, when your class gradu 
ates and there are no more men to stand up, then you have to move. 

Senator Horry. You are speaking about a GI bill of rights school ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. By moving to another place I could take 
over a full class of men which would last much longer than my class 
would last there. At the same time I thought I might break up a 
veal racket that needed breaking up. So I “agreed to move on the 
route, and they said that where you moved in as a stranger that the 
fee would be much higher, that it was a lot more trouble, and a lot 
more embarrassing to move a stranger into a community. 

Senator Hory. Yes. It was a little more difficult situation ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir; and it was embarrassing only to me, just to 
move a stranger in and get him a job right in another community. 

So through some wrangling and one thing or other, the price was 
finally agreed on at $2,000. 

Senator Hory. That you were to pay $2,000 ? 

Mr. Watson. For a mail route at Stewart, which I didn’t want and 
don’t ever want. 

Senator Hory. Did you agree to pay the $2,000 ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. How w ere you to make the payments ? 

Mr. Watson. I was to pay $2,000 altogether. 

Senator Hory. I know, but how were you to pay the $2,000, all at 
one time 4 
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Mr. Watson. In the beginning, yes: but that was to be for July, 
1 was to make a payment in July, but in the meantime this committee 
got scared, they could see that ‘they wasn’t going to be in power in 
July, so they decided they would sell them out in January. That is 
the conclusion that I drawed. That is a personal conclusion. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Watson.’ So they come to me in January, or in February, or 
some part of the first of the year, I don’t remember when. 

Senator McCLeLtan. W hoi is “they” ¢ 

Senator Horny. Whocame’ You said “they.” 

Senator Munpr. Give us the names. 

Mr. Watson. They did not come: they wrote me a letter. 

Senator Hory. Who wrote you / 

Mr. Watson. Mr. or Mrs. Murphy, I think it was Mrs. Murphy, and 
1 went down and they said—— 

Senator Munpr. Who said—Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Watson. Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Munpr. Mention names, the names of these people. 

Mr. Watson. Sir? 

Senator Munpr. Mention names, so we know who you are talking 
about. 

Mr. Warson. She said that the date had been moved up for the 
recommendation, and that they would have to make it right away, 
and I was to bring the $2,000, which I did not have and had never had, 
down the next day. Well, of course, 1 thought I was through then, 
because I had no $2,000 and no way to get $2,000, but I went down, 
and I decided the jig was up, and I told them I could not raise $2,000, 
and I figured they would run tlre racket on forever; I mean, there was 
nothing I could do about it. 

But ‘they finally agreed to take a $350 down payment, and $30 a 
month payments from then until July, which was 5 months, and 
then $50 a month for so long as I was temporary, and $100 a month 
when I was permanent carrier. I don’t know how long this would 
have went on until the $2,000 was paid. 

Senator Hory. Did you have a termination date on it at all? 

Mr. Watson. When the $2,000 was paid, how far until it run out. 
I mean, it might run out any date. 

Senator Hory. Then you would pay $350 cash ? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And $30 a month until July ? 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And $50 a month after you had your temporary 
appointment ? 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And then $100 a month after you had your perma- 
nent appointment ? 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Until you paid in $2,000? 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Did you pay the $3504 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. i hen did you pay that? 
Mr. Warson. I don’t know. It was in the latter part of February 
January. 
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Senator Hory. All right, and to whom did you pay it? 

Mr. Warson. I paid it to Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. Did you pay it in cash or by check? 

Mr. Watson. By check. 

Senator Horry. Did you make another check payment later? 

Mr. Warson. I postdated blank checks at $30 each, and one of 
them was cashed. 

Senator Hory. That was in February of this year? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. And the date of the payment of the $350, and then 
you gave five checks of $30 each, postdated ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes. 

Senator Horny. And one of those was cashed ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes. I stopped payment on the others. 

Senator Munpr. All the checks were made payable to Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Warson. No, sir; the payee was left blank, after the words, 
“Pay to the order of,” that was left blank. 

Senator Horny. That was on the $30 check ? 

Mr. Watson. That was on all the checks. 

Senator Horry. On all the $30 checks ? 

Mr. Watson. All checks were left blank. 

Senator Munpr. Who endorsed the $350 check ¢ 

Mr. Watson. A. G. Austin and Mrs. C. V. Murphy. 

Senator Munpr. Who? 

Mr. Watson. A. G. Austin. 

Senator Munpr. Who endorsed the $30 check ? 

Mr. Watson. Mrs. C. V. Murphy. 

Senator Munpr. Alone? 

Mr. Watson. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. She cut this other man right out of that other 
payment ¢ 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir; it was made out to her and endorsed by her. 

Senator Horry. Those were the only two payments, then, that you 
actually made, and you stopped payment on the other checks ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did you ever receive a temporary appointment ? 

Mr. Watson. I don’t know. 

Senator Hory. Well, did you ever receive any notice about it? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have you ever received notice of any contemplated 
action on your application ¢ 

Mr. Watson. No, sir; not except through word of mouth by them. 

Senator Hory. Well, what did either Mr. or Mrs. Murphy tell you 
about it? 

Mr. Watson. They told me it was being processed and that every- 
thing would be all right. 

Senator Horry. When did they tell you that? 

Mr. Watson. A few days after I gave the check. 

Senator Hory. After you gave the check? 

Mr. Watson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Why did you stop payment on the checks / 

Mr. Watson. I saw Mr. Murphy one day, and he told me that he 
had asked—well, he asked me had I heard what had happened, and 
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that was when the blow-up came, and I declined that I knew it had 
blown up. 

He said that Mr. Hood was going to the penitentiary. He said that 
Mr. Rogers was going to the penitentiary. 

Senator Munpr. Who else did he say was going to the penitentiary / 

Mr. Watson. Mr. Curtis Rogers. And Mr. Mize. They was all 
going to the penitentiary. Mrs. C. V. Murphy was going to the peni- 
tentiary, and that he, Claude V. Murphy, was going to lose his job 
and might go to the penitentiary, and he did not have anything more 
to do with the mail routes than two nigger kids coming down the 
road, and he pointed them out. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Murphy told you all this? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Was Mrs. Murphy present when he told you this? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Where did this conversation take place? 

Mr. Warson. It was on the road between Lodi and Stewart. 

Senator Hory. When was it? 

Mr. Watson. When? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Watson. It was the next day, after Clarence Hood was fired; I 
don’t know, you can check that date. 

Senator Hory. Has your money ever been refunded ? 

Mr. Watson. $200 of it. 

Senator Hory. How much? 

Mr. Watson. $200 of it. 

Senator Hory. Who refunded the $200? 

Mr. Watson. Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. What, if anything, did she tell you with reference 
to the balance of it? 

Mr. Watson. She was going to pay me $50 more some other time. 
I was going to lose $100, and they would lose $100, or some thing, and 
she had not paid the others—— 

Senator Hory. You have just received a repayment of $200, then? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What reason did she give you for giving back the 
$200 2 

Mr. Warson. We had an agreement that, if I did not get the job, 
1 would get my money back. 

Senator Hory. That was with reference to all you paid in, the 
agreement was that, if you did not get your job, she was to return all 
the money ? 

Mr. Warson. No, sir; the agreement was that I would lose $100 
in case— 

Senator Hory. You would lose $100, but the balance of it would 
be returned ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And she did return the $200? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. And you still have the balance that has not been 
returned ? 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan. 
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Senator McCietian. After this blow-up, as you say, when Mr. 
Murphy advised you that several people were going to the peniten- 
tiary, did you have any further talk with him with reference to this 
transaction? 

Mr. Warson. I don’t believe I understand the question, Senator. 

Senator McCiexian. I don’t recall what date, if you indicated the 
date that you found out this whole thing had blown up, that was the 
time when Mr. Murphy told you that a number of people were going 
to the penitentiary. 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Subsequent to that, have you had any 
conversations or talks with Mr. Murphy, or with Mrs. Murphy ‘ 

Mr. Watson. After that time? 

Senator McCietian. Yes. 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir; I have seen them both several times. 

Senator McCietian. What has been the purport of your conver- 
sations with them since then ? 

Mr. Watson. It seems to be to get me lined up on what I am going 
tosay at thiscommittee. [ Laughter. ] 

Senator McCietnan. What suggestions did either of them make 
to you about how you should line up for this hearing ? 

Mr. Watson. Well, just don’t say nothing. 

Senator McCietian. Just don’t say nothing ? 

Mr. Watson. Or hardly anything. 

Senator McCretian. Or hardly anything? 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator McCiettan. When did you have these conversations with 
them ? 

Mr. Watson. About every morning. 

Senator McCietitan. You mean they were trying to persuade you 
not to tell about the transaction ? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietuan. Was there any offer or any inducement held 
out to you ¢ 

Mr. Watson. Not except that they seemed—and this is to me 
only 

Senator McCLeLian. They what? 

Mr. Warson. It seemed to me that the reason I didn’t receive my 
other $50 was so that if I talked I would never get it back. I mean, 
that seemed to be the idea of not paying it all back. That was my 
personal opinion. 

Senator McCietian. So you don’t expect to get the $50? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. What did they say to you with reference to 
this investigation, and what you should tell and what you should not 
tell? 

Mr. Watson. Well, they said that if anyone come to see me, to 
decline to make any statement, and that they would not be back, and 
I would not be drawed into it, and I would go ahead and be a good 
little boy and wouldn’t get mixed up in this sour outfit, that I wouldn't 
get messed up in it. 

Senator McCieit.aNn. You would not get messed up in it ? 

Mr. Watson. No; I would not be messed up in it. 
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Senator McCretian. Which one told. you that—Mr. or Mrs. 
Murphy / 

Mr. Warson. Both of them have from time to time. 

Senator MoCieiian. Both have from time to time ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrietian. I believe you said now that they did not 
exactly say to you that, if you did talk, you would not get your $50? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir, I drawed that conclusion myself. 

Senator McCueuian. That was a conclusion you drew from their 
talking to you about it ? 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. Then in your case there was an absolute sale, 
it was not a voluntary contribution ? 

Mr. Watson. At no time. 

Senator McCietnan. At no time was it a voluntary contribution ? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir; I have never made a voluntary contribution 
to nothing Truman is in. { Laughter. | 

Senator Munpr. That is something you and I have in common. 

Senator Hory. Order, please. 

Senator McCretian. As I understand it, then, you were not inter- 
ested in the political success of anyone ! 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir; Iam, but not him. | Laughter. ] 

Senator McCietian. But you are, or you were, making a contribu- 
tion or writing these checks with the name of the payee omitted so 
they could fill in any name they might desire? Wasn’t that a polit- 
ical contribution ¢ 

Mr. Watson. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.ttan. You were not making a contribution to any- 
one but it was for the purchase of a rural mail route ? 

Mr. Watson. Right. 

Senator MoCLetLan. You did that in order to get the appointment ? 

Mr. Warson. I did not want the appointment. I wanted to prove 
that this crew was selling them, because I thought they sold that one 
in Calhoun City, and I wanted it stopped. 

Senator McCrietian. But you did want that appointment / 

Mr. Watson. In Calhoun City ; yes. 

Senator McCietian. You sincerely wanted that on your merits, 
on your examination ¢ 

Mr. Warson. I did. 

Senator McCien.an. I believe you made a grade of 9!) ¢ 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietxan. And you are a veteran / 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Are you a disabled veteran ¢ 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCnetan. What was your military experience? 

Mr. Warson. I had 5 years in the United States Navy. 

Senator McCieian. Five years in the Navy? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietuan. And you made a grade of 99 and it was the 
highest on the list? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 
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Senator McCretitan. And you could not get an appointment be- 
cause you would not pay for it? 

Mr. Warson. Right. 

Senator McCievitan. Then you determined to find out just how 
they were operating ¢ 

Mr. Watson. I knew how they operated but I could not prove it. 

Senator McCiettan. You could not prove it ? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. So your purpose in giving these checks, 
and in carrying on these negotiations with them, was to establish by 
proof how they were operating? 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCriettan. And how these jobs were being sold / 

Mr. Warson. Yes. 

Senator McCrietitan. And how veterans were being taken ad- 
vantage of ? 

Mr. Watson. That is right. 

Senator McCieixan. I think it is a disgrace that veterans who 
offered to pay the extreme sacrifice of all, for their country, should 
be defrauded in this fashion and imposed on. We laugh a little 
about it; but it is a very serious matter. 

That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. You said that Mr. and Mrs. Murphy saw you 
almost every day after this thing had exploded ? 

Mr. Watson. Maybe that is an exaggeration. Maybe every other 
day would be better. 

Senator Munpr. Where would they see you? You don’t live in 
Winona? 

Mr. Warson. No, sir, I live on John Henry Carp’s place, be 
tween Stewart and Lodi; it is close to the route they carry. 

Senator Munptr. And he would come around on his route, then, 
every day, or every other day, and look you up? 

Mr. Warson. Or catch me when I go to school. I go down that 
route to school, and maybe he would stop me on the way to school. 

Senator Munpr. I want to be sure that I understand clearly in 
my mind the names of the people who in the mind of Mr. Murphy 
should go to the Federal penitentiary for this job-selling racket, 
I want to see if I have these names right. 

Mr. Watson. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. You said that Mr. Murphy told you that he 
thought that Mr. Curtis Rogers would go to the penitentiary: is that 
right ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. He told you that he thought Mr. Frank Mize, the 
chairman of the committee, would go to the penitentiary ¢ 

Mr. Watson. He didn’t say Fred Mize, he said Mr. Mize. 

Senator Munpr. Or Mr. Mize? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir; but he did use the name of Curtis Rogers. 

Senator Munpr. Was there more than one Mr. Mize in this racket ? 

Mr. Warson. Sir? 

Senator Munpr. Was there more than one Mr. Mize connected with 
this? 
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Mr. Watson. Not that I know of. He did not use the first name. 

senator Munpr. I want to know exactly what he said. He said that 
Mr. Clarence Hood was going to go to the Federal penitentiary $ 

Mr. Warson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munor. And he said that he thought Mrs. Murphy was 
going to go to the penitentiary ¢ 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And that he, Mr. Murphy, would possibly go to 
the penitentiary, but would surely lose his job as a Federal mail 

carrier ¢ 

Mr. Warson. That is what he said. 

Senator Munpr. Did he indicate anyone else would go to the Fed- 
eral penitentiary ¢ 

Mr. Warson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Just that group? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did anybody else on this committee ever talk to 
you, or did you talk to anybody else on this committee about this $350 
transaction, other than Mr. and Mrs. Murphy? 

Mr. Warson. Did I ever talk to anybody ? 

Senator Munpr. Yes, sir; who was on the committee / 

Mr. Watson. Oh, no, sir; no, sir. I understand what 
now; ho, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I mean, did you go 

Mr. Warson. No, sir; I didn’t go any where else. 

Senator Munpr. Did you go to Jackson, the counsel, or anybody 
else about it ? 

Mr. Watson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I have no other questions, but I would like to con- 
gratulate this young man. I think he demonstrated in peacetime the 
same kind of courage he demonstrated in wartime devoting 5 years of 
his life to the defense of his country, and I think he rendered a cogent 
service to the cause of good government in trying to break up one of 
the most vicious rackets I have ever heard of. Again, congratulations. 

Senator Hory. There has been some testimony that intimidation has 
been attempted on the part of some people. Of course, it should be 
well understood that any intimidation of witnesses is a violation of 
the Federal statute and, of course, if that is developed fully that like- 
wise will be turned over to the Department of Justice. 

offer for the record the check for $350 dated January 29, 1951, 
signed by A. R. Watson, which check is made payable in different 
handwriting to G. A. Austin, and on the back it 1s endorsed by G. A. 
Austinand C. V. Murphy. 

Also the check for $30, dated February 20, 1951, which is made 
payable to Mrs. C. V. Murphy in different handwriting, thi an the sig- 
nature of A.R. Watson. The check is endorsed by Mrs. C. V. Murphy. 

They will be received as exhibits Nos. 10 and 11, respectively. 

(The two checks referred to above were marked “Exhibits et 10 
and 11° and may be found in the appendix on pp. 570 and 571. 

Senator Munpr. I think the name of G. A. Austin is a new name, 
Mr. Watson. Do you know G. A. Austin personally / 

Mr. Warson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t know who he is? 
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Mr. Warson. No. I have been told that he is Mrs. Murphy’s 
brother, but I don’t know that. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Austin, you understand, is a brother of Mrs. 
Murphy ? 

Mr. Watson. Yes, sir; but I don’t even know that there is such a 
man, 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. Mr. Elmer M. Palmer, please come 
forward. 

Hold up your right hand, Mr. Palmer. You solemnly swear that the 
testimony that you give in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Parmer. I do. 

Senator Hory. Take a seat. 


TESTIMONY OF ELMER M. PALMER, CUMBERLAND, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Palmer, give your name, address, and occupa- 
tion to the reporter. 

Mr. Parmer. Elmer M. Palmer; Cumberland, Miss. ; acting as post- 
master. 

Senator Hory. I believe you stated, Mr. Palmer, that you live in 
Cumberland ? 

Mr. Patmer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And that your present position is as postmaster 
there? 

Mr. Patmer. Acting postmaster. 

Senator Hory. Acting postmaster ? 

Mr. Patmer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. When were you appointed 4 

Mr. Parmer. I took the postoffice over the first of the year. I got 
my appointment some time in December. 

Senator Hory. How did you come about that? How did you go 
about getting the appointment / 

Mr. Patmer. Well, Mrs. C. V. Murphy came up there, Mr. and Mrs. 

Senator Hory. Came up to your place? 

Mr. Patmer. She came up to my place of business. I have got a 
little store. 
Senator Hory. When did they come to see you? 
Mr. Pater. It was sometime in November. 
Senator Horry. 1950? 
Mr. Parmer. Yes, sir, about the 14th, I think. 
Senator Horry. Did you know there was a vacancy in the post- 
istership in Cumberland ? 
Mr. Parmer. What is that? 
Senator Hory. Did you know that there was a vacancy ? 
Mr. Parmer. No, sir; I did not. 
Senator Hory. What did they tell you about it when they came to 
see you : 

Mr. Patmer. They said Mr. Glenn was retiring on a pension. 

Senator Hory. That was the postmaster at Cumberland ? 

Mr. Pater. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did they say to you about the office? 

Mr. Pactmer. They had made inquiries and wanted to know if I 
wanted the job? Of course I wanted the job. 
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Senator Hory. You told them you wanted it ! 

Mr. Parmer. Yes. 

Senator Hory. What, if anything, did they say that you would 
have to do to get it¢ 

Mr. Parmer. Mrs. Murphy took a pencil and paper and began to 
ask me questions about my age and qualifications. She got all that 
wrote down and she said that the Democratic P arty was running by 
donations and if I wanted to make one of my free will, O. K. 

Senator Horry. That the Democratic Party was being run by dona- 
tions and that if you wanted to make one all right ¢ 

Mr. Pavmer. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Did she say anything about how much you should 
make ¢ 

Mr. Paumer. No, she didn’t. And I asked her would she take a 
check? And she said she would. They were sitting in a car in front 
of the store and I went in the store and got the checkbook and she 
had a pencil and I told her to write it out, that I would give the 
Democratic Party $600. 

Senator Horry. Six hundred dollars‘ 

Mr. Pater. Yes. 

Senator Hory. How did you happen to decide on $6004 

Mr. Paumer. Well, I first asked how long would I act—how long 
would acting postmaster be likely to be? And she said around a year 
and with the little business I had. why, I knew I could give the Demo- 
cratic Party $600 and it would help the party and it would help. 

Senator Hory. What was the salary, or what is the salary of the 
postmaster at Cumberland ¢ 

Mr. Patmer. With rent and fuel and all it runs $2,000 a year. 

Senator Hory. And she told you that this temporary appointment 
would probaoly last about a year ¢ 

Mr. Pater. Yes, sir. She said it would depend upon the examina- 
tions. ‘They hadn’t appointed one in 6 months hardly. 

Senator Hory. Was anything said by Mr. Murphy or Mrs. Murphy, 
either one, about what amount you should contribute / 

Mr. Parmer. No; they didn't. 

Senator Hory. Were they both present / 

Mr. PautMer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horr. Who did the talking principally / 

Mr. Paumer. Mrs. Murphy done the principal talking. 

Senator Hory. Her husband is an RFD carrier, isn’t he? 

Mr. Patmer. How is that? 

Senator Hory. Her husband is an RFD carrier, isn’t he / 

Mr. Parmer. Yes, sir. He was there. 
_ Senator Hory. I know, but I say he is a rural free delivery carrier. 
isn’t he? 

Mr. Pater. Yes, sir; that is the way I understood. 
say he was from another town. 

Senator Hory. And you understood that Mrs. Murphy was a mem- 
ber of the committee ? 

Mr. Parmer. That is right. That is what they told me. 

Senator Hory. And she told you that the committee needed money 


Mr. Pater. She told me that they would accept donations to the 
Democratic Party. 
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Senator Horry. They would accept donations ? 

Mr. Patmer. Yes. 

Senator Horry. Did you make the donation of $600 because you 
thought you were going to get the postoffice ¢ 

Mr. Patmer. I wouldn’ t have made it if I had not. 

Senator Hory. Then it would seem that $600 donation was very 
intimately connected with the postoffice. 

Mr. Paumer. I furthermore told them that I didn’t want to say 
that I bought a job. They said I had to make a free-will offer. 

Senator Hory. And you decided then upon making the amount 
S600 2 

Mr. Paumer. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Did they seem to be satisfied ? 

Mr. Patmer. Yes, sir. They didn’t say a word. 

Senator Horry. How long after you m: ade this donation of $600 was 
it before you were appointed ? 

Mr. Paumer. Before I was appointed ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Pautmer. Well, she wrote out the recommendation and said it 
would go off the next day. 

Senator Horry. When were you appointed ? 

Mr. Paumer. I think it came in within around 2 weeks. 

Senator Hory. About 2 weeks? 

Mr. Paumer. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Did she write out this recommendation for you after 
you gave her the check? 

Mr. Patmer. She wrote it down first, asked me about the quali- 
fications. 

Senator Hory. She wrote out the recommendation and after she 
had finished that, then you gave her the check? 

Mr. Paumer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. It was all in the same transaction ? 

Mr. Patmer. How is that? 

Senator Hory. It was all at the same time ? 

Mr. Pautmer. All at the same time. 

Senator Horny. And the same meeting ? 

Mr. Patmer. Yes. It was very late in the evening when they came. 

Senator Hory. And you understood as a reward for the $600 which 
you were giving as a contribution that you were going to get the 
appointment ? 

Mr. Parmer. That had been the rumor and after she left, why, | 
gave the $600. 

Senator Hory. And that had been the rumor, that offices had to be 
paid for by contributions ? 

Mr. Pavmer. Yes, sir. I heard that for years, that these jobs were 
promised for contributions. 


Senator Hory. Did you see Mr. or Mrs. Murphy, either one, after 


you made this contribution, before you were appointed ? 

Mr. Paumar. Well, sir, she wrote me a letter some time later and 
said it was being sent in and I prebably ought to get it in around 
the 15th of December. 

Senator Hory. Well, you were appointed ? 

Mr. Parmer. I was appointed. 
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Senator Horry. And qualified, and you are now acting postmaster / 

Mr. Pacmer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have you had any conversations with either Mr. 

: Mrs. Murphy since that time ? 

a Pavmer. Yes, sir; I have seen them four or five times. 

Senator Hory. What was the object of that ? 

Mr. Patmer. Right around Christmas. I have a daughter that lives 
in foona. We went up there on a Saturday afternoon and stopped a 
little bit and talked with them. They wanted to know did I have the 
post -office building in the store and I told them I did. 

Senator Hory. When did you have another conversation with him ? 

Mr. Pater. How is that ¢ 

Senator Hory. When did you have your next conversation with 
them ¢ 

Mr. Paumer. I just don’t know exactly 

Senator Hory. Have either one of them talked to you about this 
case ¢ 

Mr. Parmer. On the 22d of February they came by and said there 
is going to be an investigation over the situation and I said, “Well,” 

I says, “I gave the S600 free to the Democratic Party.’ 

Senator Hory. What did they say to you about that, if anything? 

Mr. Paumer. Mrs. Murphy said; “Well,” she said, “You gave it to 
the Democratic Party and that is the way to tell it.” 

Senator Horny. That is the way to tell it ¢ 

Mr. Paumer. So that is the way I gave it, with the expectation of 
it going to the Democratic Party. 

senator Hory. Did you give the check to Mrs. Murphy sree 

Mr. Paumer. She wrote it out to herself and I signed it; yes 

Senator Hory. Do you know anything further about the money 
whether it was sent to the committee or what became of it / 

Mr. Parmer. No, sir; I don’t. 

Senator Hory. And in the conversation since this investigation was 
under way they said, “Just tell that you gave that as a contribution” ? 

Mr. Paimer. That is right. 

Senator Hory. To the party ? 

Mr. Paumer. That is right. 

Senator Horry. And that is what you are telling. You would not 
have given it but for the fact you were going to get the office ¢ 

Mr. Paumer. If no one would have contacted me then I wouldn't 
have given it. 

Senator Horry. You had never given any contribution before to 
that party ¢ 

Mr. Pater. No. 

Senator Hory. This was the first contribution you ever made to the 
Democratic Party of any kind? 

Mr. Paumer. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Thaf is all. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Palmer, did you ever tell any investigator of 
our committee that this $600 was paid as a consequence of a timber 
deal with the Murphys? 

Mr. Parmer. How is that? 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever tell any investigator of the Govern- 
ment or our committee that you paid this $600 to the Murphys for some 
timber instead of as a Democratic contribution ? 

Mr. Paumer. Yes, sir; I sure did. 
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Senator Munpr. Explain how you happened to do that. ment. 
Mr. Parmer. How is that? office 
Senator Munpr. Explain how you happened to do that. Mr. 
Mr. Patmer. You know, a fellow, if he can keep from telling things Sen 
sometimes that the public ought not to know, that is the reason I told Mr. 
them, but now I am telling the truth. Sen 
Senator Munpr. I believe you are telling the truth now. I want to Mr. 
know why you told a falsehood formerly. Who told you to tell that | Sen 
about the timber? Was that your own idea or did somebody suggest Cumb 
it to you? Mr. 
Mr. Parmer. No; Mr. Murphy and Mrs. Murphy and I weretalking =f ~ Sen 
about the situation. They said if they did make the investigation that Mr. 
I would have to tell the truth but not to tell them until I had to. Sen 
Senator Munpr. Did either Mr. or Mrs. Murphy suggest that you Mr. 
tell the story about the timber? Sen 
Mr. Patmer. Mrs. Murphy said that I should say I worked in a Mr. 
sawmill and her brother was a timberman, probably I picked up some- Sen 
thing like that. Mr. 
Senator Munpr. Is her brother Mr. Austin ? check 
Mr. Patmer. How is that? is mat 
Senator Munpr. Is her brother Mr. Austin? he a 
Mr. Parmer. Austin? I think that is right. Palme 
Senator Munpr. Did any other member of the Mississippi Demo- (W 
cratic Committee ever talk to you either about the contribution you and a 
made or your interest in the post office or as to what kind of a story you Mr. 
were to tell to the committee ? recom 
Mr. Patmer. There were two men came by and said they were post- | cratic 
office inspectors, but they didn’t show me no card. 1950, 
Senator Munpr. But they did not talk to you, did they ? Decen 
Mr. Patmer. Yes, sir; I talked to them. Hood. 
Senator Munpr. You talked to them ? Sen 
Mr. Pater. Yes, sir. please 
Senator Munpr. Were they post-office inspectors ? Mr. 
Mr. Patmer. How is that? swear 
Senator Munpr. Were they post-office inspectors ? truth, 
Mr. Parmer. They said they were but they didn’t show no badge Mr. 
or card. Sen 
Senator Munpr. Has anybody else talked to you ? 
Mr. Patmer. No, sir; I don’t think so. 
Senator Munpr. Has Mr. Curtis Rogers ever talked to you ? 
Mr. Patmer. Who? Sen 
Senator Munpr. Mr. Curtis Rogers. reside 
Mr. Parmer. Curtis Rogers? Mr. 
Senator Munpr. Rogers. Sen 
Mr. Parmer. No; not that I know of. carrie 
Senator Munpr. Has Mr. Frank Mize ever talked to you? Mr. 
Mr. Parmer. No,sir. Those two men, I havé forgotten their names, Sen: 
they came by and had a Tennessee tag on the car. _ Mr. 
Senator Munpr. Has Mr. Clarence Hood ever talked to you ? tion, | 
Mr. Patmer. No. amine 
Senator Munpr. Has Mr. Forrest Jackson ever talked to you? Sen: 
Mr. Patmer. No, sir. had tr 
Senator Munpr. At the time you paid the $600 for the job you were Mr. 
immediately told of your recommendation as a result of your pay 8 
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ment. Up to that time had you taken an examination for this post- 
office position ¢ 

Mr. Patmer. An examination ¢ 

Senator Munpr. Yes. 

Mr. Paumer. No. 

Senator Munpr. You had never taken any examination ¢ 

Mr. Pautmer. No. 

Senator Munpr. How large a city or community or village is 
Cumberland ¢ 

Mr. Patmer. How is that? 

Senator Munpr. What is the population of Cumberl: and ¢ 

Mr. Paumer. I don’t know. It is around, I will say 25 houses. 

Senator Munpr. How big a community is Cumberi: nd 

Mr. Parmer. How many ? 

Senator Mtunpr. How big a town? 

Mr. Paumer. Oh, it issmall. I say about 25 houses. 

Senator Munpr. I thought you said about 25,000. That is all. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Just to complete the record in this case, I have a 
check which I will introduce as an exhibit, a copy of a check which 
is made on the Bank of Mantee, dated November 14, 1950, a check in 
the amount of $600, payable to Mrs. C. V. Murphy, signed by E. M. 
Palmer. 

(Whereupon the check referred to was marked “Exhibit No, 12” 
and a copy may be found in the appendix on p. 572.) 

Mr. Fuanacan. The records further reflect that Mr. Palmer was 
recommended for the position of postmaster by the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee the day after he gave the check, on November 15, 
1950, and he was appointed acting postmaster of Cumberland on 
December 31, 1950. He was recommended for that position by Mr. 
Hood, the national committeeman from the State of Mississippi. 

Senator Hory. You may stand aside, Mr. Palmer. George B. Kerr, 
please come forward. 

Mr. Kerr, will you hold up your right hand, please? You solemnly 
swear that the testimony which you give in this hearing shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so he lp you God? 

Mr. Kerr. I do. 

Senator Hory. Have a seat. 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE B. KERR, McCOOL, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Kerr, will you give the reporter your name and 
residence and occupation 4 

Mr. Kerr. George B. Kerr; McCool, Miss.; rural mail carrier. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Kerr, when were you appointed rural mail 
carrier ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. February 26, 1951. 

Senator Hory. Had you stood the civil-service examination / 

Mr. Kerr. Two or three years ago I took a rural-carrier examina- 
tion, but this appointment did not come from the rural-carriers ex- 
amination. 

Senator Hory. You had previously stood the examination and you 
had transferred to another job? 


Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Hory. Where were you located before you were trans- 
ferred to McCool? 

Mr. Kerr. I was in the railway-mail service at Memphis, Tenn. 

Senator Hory. When did you decide that you wanted to be ap- 
pointed as an R. F. D. carirer? 

Mr. Kerr. When a vacancy occurred there in my home town. 

Senator Hory. You lived in that place and you wanted to be at 
home ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. Yes. 

Senator Hory. When you learned of this vacancy what steps did 
you take to secure the appointment ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. When I learned of this vacancy I contacted my genera! 
superintendent of the railway-mail service in Memphis and asked 
him how to transfer, if I was eligible to transfer and he told me to 
write to the postmaster at McCool a letter of application desiring to 
be transferred to that job and he in turn would recommend it to the 
postal department in Washington, and I did that. 

Senator Hory. Did they authorize the transfer? 

Mr. Kerr. Not from that; no, sir. 

Senator Hory. What happened / 

Mr. Kerr. I had to secure a political recommendation and I under 
stood that Mr. D. D. Watson, who lives at Weir, Miss. 

Senator Hory. You had to contact him? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. I contacted him at Weir. 

Senator Horny. For what purpose / 

Mr. Kerr. For the purpose of obtaining a recommendation. 

Senator Hory. What position did he hold ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. He was a member of this Democratic committee. 

Senator Hory. In Mississippi ? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you get the recommendation from him / 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. He said he would recommend me, he knew me 
and my folks, and I told him the situation, that I had a home in 
McCool and was working at that time in Memphis and would like to 
get back there on the rural route and he said that he would recommend 
me and did. He gave me copies of letters that he wrote. 

Senator Horr. Did you have any discussions on money or contribu- 
tions at that time with him ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir; not a thing. 

Senator Hory. After you got the recommendation what are the 
facts ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. After I secured his recommendation, or he said he would 
recommend me—later he sent me a copy—he told me that one member 
of the committee lived at Winona, Mrs. C. V. Murphy. If at any 
time I wanted to see her I could stop on my way going to or from 
Memphis as I was going to my work or back home. 

Senator Hory. This man did not mention anything about money to 
you at all 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir; none whatever. 

Senator Hory. Then when was it that you saw Mrs. Murphy ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. I stopped to see her on November 20, 1950. 

Senator Hory. Go ahead and relate the conversation. 

Mr. Kerr. And by that time she had received a letter from Mr. 
Watson asking that she recommend me, that he knew me and he would 
like for her to recommend me also, 
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Senator Hory. What did she say? 

Mr. Kerr. And she wanted to know where I was working, to find 
out whether or not I was qualified for the job. I told her I had pre- 
viously worked in Memphis and had previously worked in McCool 
and had worked as a substitute on the mail carrier route. 

Senator Hory. After you gave her your qualifications what else 
transpired ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. She said it seemed that I was qualified for the job and 
by recommending me I would be back at home and would be more 
satisfied, and I said I would. And I thought then that I would get a 
recommendation. And she said it was customary, or maybe not 
customary, I don’t remember whi at, or in order, that they could accept 
contributions to the Mississippi Democratic Committee. And I asked 
her if that was legal on my part for making contributions and on her 
part for receiving it, that I was in the postal service’ And she said 
it was perfectly legal and whether or not I made any contribution or 
not, it was to have no influence if I made a contribution in my securing 
the position and the transfer, it would have no influence to that effect, 
or if [did not. And I said what was the money to be used for? And 
she said they had a great expense and that all donations and contribu- 
tions were for the + pose of operat ing this organization, 

Senator Hory. What did you tell her 

Mr. Kerr. I felt myself free then if I wanted to make a contribu- 
tion and she said that was true, it was up to me to make a contribution. 
And I says, “I don’t mind making a contribution if it is used for the 
right purpose” and she assured me it was used in the Democratic 
Party. 

And I asked her in what amount the donations or contributions are 
usually made? She said she left that to the one making the contri- 
bution. And I said, well, I would make a contribution of four or five 
hundred dollars. She said, “Well, that is not hardly the average 
contribution.” 

Senator Hory. She said what ? 

Mr. Kerr. She said, “That is not hardly the average contribution.” 

\nd I then said, “Well, I would make a $750 contr ibution provided 
1 would pay $500 now and $250 in a postdated check.” And I told 
her that this was my own free contribution, that she had said it was 
legal on her part to receive it and on my part to donate it. 

Senator Horry. Did you make a check for $500 4 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. 

senator Hory. To whom did you make it payable? 

Mr. Kerr. Payable to Mrs. C. V. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. Did you make another check that was postdated 
for the $250? 

Mr. Kerr. I made another check dated January 10, 1951. to Mrs. 

. V. Murphy for $250. ' 

Senator Hory. That is the $750 that you had agreed to contribute ? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did she tell you that she was going to recommend 
you before you made the contribution / 

_Mr. Kerr. She talked as if she would. She said she thought I 

as qualified and had been recommended by Mr. Watson. 

Senn Horry. Did she give you any definite assurance that she 
Was going to recommend you until after you agreed to pay the $7507 
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Mr. Kerr. Well, I don’t know about this recommendation, but she 
said even though I made the contribution she wouldn’t guarantee no 
job. 

Senator Horry. She said what? 

Mr. Kerr. Even though I made a contribution or did not make a 
contribution she couldn’t guarantee the job, it wasn’t in her power 
to say that the person would, or that the transfer would go through. 

Senator Hory. Did she tell you that your contribution would be 
returned if you did not get the job? 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. What was said about that / 

Mr. Kerr. There wasn’t anything said. The way I contributed it. 
I contributed it for the Democratic Party’s use and in that manne: 
I didn’t think of asking her to return it, because it was a contribution. 

Senator Hory. How long have you been in Government service ‘ 

Mr. Kerr. Since my Army service, which terminated in November 
1945. Lentered the postal service in January 1946. 

Senator Hory. Had you ever made a contribution before to a politi- 
cal party ? 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. In your lifetime you never made a contribution at 
any time? 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, when you decided to make this contribution 
of $750 you were making it because you wanted the transfer and you 
thought that that would result in your getting it / 

Mr. Kerr. That is what she led me to believe. I mean she— 

Senator Hory. And because of that you made a contribution / 

Mr. Kerr. Because of that, and that it would be used for Demo- 
cratic funds. 

Senator Hory. Yes. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCietitan. Did some member of this investigating stat! 
interview you regarding this matter? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes. 

Senator McCietxian. Did you tell them all that you have told here ‘ 

Mr. Kerr. I think so. 

Senator McCievitan. At the time of the first interview what kind 
of a story did you tell them ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. When he first came, I told him that IT made no contribu 
tion. I admit that. 

Senator McCiettan. Why did you tell him at that time that you 
made no contribution ? 

Mr. Kerr. I did not want to become involved, was the only reason. 

Senator McCietian. Well, had you felt that what you had done 
was wrong, and that it ought not to be exposed, you did not want the 
public to know that you obtained this position by paying money for it ’ 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir. 


Senator McCie.ian. Is that what kept you from telling him ? 
Mr. Kerr. No, sir. 


Senator McCretitan. What kept you from telling him what the 


facts were? 
Mr. Kerr. I just wanted to avoid—I did not want to be involved. 


Senator McCLetLtan. What do you mean by being involved, if there 


was nothing wrong about it ? 
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Mr. Kerr. There wasn’t a thing wrong. 

Senator McCieiy = There wasn’t anything wrong about it’ 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir; I didn’t see it. 

Senator McCie.tian. You won't see that there was / 

(Mr. Kerr did not answer.) 

Senator McCriecian. Did you think you would have been given 
the recommendation for this transfer if you had not contributed the 
money ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. I don’t know. That would be a hard question to answer. 
The day I made this contribution I was told and was under the impres- 
sion there that the contribution was a different thing, and it was not to 
bear on having influence toward the transfer. 

Senator McCiettan. You had never made a political contribution 
before ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir. 

Senator McCrtetitan. Then why did you suddenly decide to make 
such a large political contribution, one, I think, that is pretty large 
for your means? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir; it was. 

Senator McCietitan. How did you decide all at once to make such 
a large contribution for the first time in your life ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. She led me to believe it was a worthy and a worth-while 
contribution, by her telling me that even though I made a contribution 
she would not guarantee me the job, and I still made the contribution. 

Senator McCietian. You still made it because you thought it 
would help you get the job, didn’t you? 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir; not at that time, not at that time, but now it 
seems like I was just like all the rest of them, after this all come up I 
was In the same shape or the same manner as all the other appoint- 
ments that were made. 

Senator McCre.tian. Well, the fact is you made the contribution 
to get the transfer, didn’t you? 

Mr. Kerr. Well—— 

Senator McCietian. That is what you made it for? You were not 
interested in helping the Democratic Party, particularly, were you? 

Mr. Kerr. Well, at that time I was more or less under her influence 
that day. 

Senator McCiettan. You were under her influence ? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. [ Laughter. ] 

Senator McCietian. How did she influence you? 

Mr. Kerr. She would state that the money would be used for the 
Democratic Party, and it was a worth-while cause. That is the only 
thing I can think of. 

Senator McCiettan. Which Democratic Party was it to be used 
for in Mississippi? 

Mr. Kerr. Well, I am not a politician; I don’t know, Senator. 

Senator McCieitnan. You did not even know the difference, did 
you ¢ 

Mr. Kerr. I don’t know the difference, that is right. 

Senator McCrietian. But you just contributed to be loyal to some 
party ? 

Mr. Kerr. That is about it. 

Senator McCretian. To help some party? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes, sir. 
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Senator McCietitan. That is the only thing that motivated you 
that day, being under her influence to help a good cause ? 

Mr. Kerr. I had no other thing to do but take her word for it. 

Senator McCiettan. Don’t you want to admit the truth, that th 
purpose of giving the money was to get the recommendation, and thai 
you were interested in the job, and not in any political party, isn’ 
that the truth about it? 

Mr. Kerr. Well, that is more or less true. [Laughter. | 

Senator McCiettan. How much of it is less the truth? 

Mr. Kerr. That is about the truth, but as she put it, it was not, as 
she stated it to me, it was to have nothing to do with the job. 

Senator McC.Lettan. You did not believe that, did you? 

Mr. Kerr. In my own mind, no. [Laughter.] 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever receive from Mrs. Murphy a recom 
mendation for the transfer? 

Mr. Kerr. Do you mean did I get a copy ? 

Senator Munpr. Did you get a recommendation from Mrs. Murphy 
to get the transfer—did she recommend it ? 

Mr. Kerr. I suppose so. I did not get a copy, if that is what you 
mean, but I guess she recommended it. 

Senator Munpr. You are not sure whether she recommended you 
or not? 

Mr. Kerr. I am not sure. I don’t know. She said she did. 

Senator Munpr. When did she tell you she did ? 

Mr. Kerr. Well, later, after that, I stopped by her home one day to 
see her, and asked about it. 

Senator Munpt. How much later from the time you gave her the 
check? 

Mr. Kerr. Beg pardon? 

Senator Munpr. How much later? 

Mr. Kerr. How much later? 

Senator Munpr. Yes. 

Mr. Kerr. I don’t remember; it might have been 2 weeks later, on 
my next trip home, that is when it was. 

Senator Munpr. You went back to see her a second time ? 

Mr. Kerr. Yes: I stopped going by there on my way to get home. 

Senator Munpr. What did you say to her that second time when 
you stopped to see her? 

Mr. Kerr. I asked her about the transfer, if she knew anything fur- 
ther about it. 

Senator Munpr. What did she say ? 

Mr. Kerr. She said that I had been recommended. 

Senator Munprt. That you had been recommended ? 

Mr. Kerr. T had been recommended. 

Senator Munpr. But you had not been recommended at the tiny 
you gave her the $750, had you? 

Mr. Kerr. By that you mean 

Senator Munpr. That is right, you had not been recommended b 
Mrs. Murphy at the time you gave her the $750? 

Mr. Kerr. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. But after giving her the $750, the second time you 
stopped to see her, she said, “I have given you the recommendation” 

Mr. Kerr. She recommended me. 
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senator Munpt. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. FLanacan. I have in my hand copies of two checks, photo- 
static—or copies made from the photostatic bank account of the 
Murphys’ bank account at Winona, Miss. One of these checks is 
dated November 20, 1950, made out to Mrs. C. V. Murphy in the 
amount of $500, signed by George B. Kerr, and the other is dated 
January 20, 1951, payable to Mrs. C. V. Murphy for $250, signed by 
George B. Kerr. Both checks are drawn on the Merchants & Farmers 
Bank of Kosciusko. 

The records further indicate the day of the check, or the day after 
the payment of the first check, namely on November 21, 1950, Mr. 
Hood of the Mississippi Democratic Committee Seccciieie’ that 
George Lb. Kerr be transferred from his job at Memphis to the rural 
route at MeComb. Kerr was eventually transferred by the Post 
Office Department on February 26, 1951. 

These copies of the checks will be made exhibits and placed in the 
record. 

(The checks referred to above were marked “Exhibits Nos. 13 and 
14.” respectively, and copies may be found in the appendix on pp. 
573 and 574.) 

Senator Hory. That is all, Mr. Kerr. Stand aside. 

We will now call Mr. Claude V. Murphy and Mrs. Ola May Mur- 
phy. Will you both come up to the stand, please. 

Will you both raise your right hands? 

Do you each solemnly swear that the evidence which you will give 
in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the whole truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Mcurpny. Yes, sir. 

Mrs. Murrpny. I do. 

Senator Hory. There will be no more pictures taken, Mrs. Murphy. 


TESTIMONY OF CLAUDE V. MURPHY AND MRS. CLAUDE V. 
MURPHY, WINONA, MISS. 


Senator Hory. First I want to identify the witnesses. Mr. Mur- 
phy, give your name, your address and your occupation, please. 

Mr. Murrny. Claude V. Murphy, Winona, Miss., rural letter 
carrier, 

Senator Hory. Mrs. Murphy, will you identify yourself for the 
record ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Mrs. C. V. Murphy, Winona, Miss., housewife. 

Senator Hory. Mrs. Murphy, how long have you been a member 
of the Mississippi Democratic Committee / 

Mrs. Murpuy. Since March 15, 1950, 

Senator Hory. 1950? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Where were you appointed ¢ 

Mrs. Mureny. At Meridian, Miss. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, will you a the witness speak 
into the microphone? I have not heard a word yet. We cannot 
conduct these hearings in silence. 

Senator Hory. Yes; speak loudly. 

Mrs. Murpny. At Meridian, Miss. 
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Senator Hory. Speak into the microphone. You say in Meridian, 
Miss. ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. When was this meeting held? 

Mrs. Mureny. March 15, 1950. 

Senator Horny. What date? 

Mrs. Murrnuy. March 15, 1950. 

Senator Hory. Who was present at this meeting ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Who was present ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. Was it a large meeting or just a small group? 

Mrs. Murruy. It was a group of committeemen, the national com- 
mitteemen with Mr. Hood. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Clarence Hood was present ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Yes. 

Senator Hory. How many more people were present ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Well, I don’t know how many, about 35, and I am 
guessing at that. 

Senator Hory. Have you a list of those who were present at the 
meeting ? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; I don’t have a list. 

Senator Hory. Well, about how many were present at the meeting? 

Mrs. Mureny. About 30. 

Senator Horry. About 30? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes. 

Senator Hory. All right. At that meeting were other members of 
the committee elected also or was this just a meeting of committee 
members ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. That was a meeting for committee members, that is 
what I understand. 

Senator Horry. Can't you speak just a little louder? 

Mrs. Murpny. I will try. 

Senator Hory. What did you say, will you repeat that? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. There were three vacancies in the committeemen 
and they elected two or three that day. 

Senator Hory. And you were elected at that time? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes; I was. 

Senator Hory. Where was your territory; what did it cover? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Well, they didn’t say. 

Senator Hory. You were given no particular territory, no par- 
ticular territory was allotted to you? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Well, what instructions, if any, were given to you 
with reference to making arrangements for contributions and making 
endorsements for positions ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Not anything that day. 

Senator Hory. Well, were any instructions given to you later / 

Mrs. Murpuy. Later on they were. 

Senator Hory. Who gave the instructions ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Mr. Rogers. 

Senator Hory. All right. What did he tell you with reference to 
making recommendations, and about getting contributions ? 

Mrs. Murrny. He told me he would call on me on different occa- 
sions for recommendations, and for me to take contributions from any- 
one that wanted to make a contribution at any time, and I had the 
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authority to take the contributions and bring them into his office at 
all times. 

Senator Horny. All right. Now, did he tell you that you should 
get contributions when you made recommendations / 

Mrs. Murrnuy. Well, he told me to always take contributions from 
anyone, and that most of the people probably would come to see me 
about any contributions. 

Senator Hory. Yes. Well, what instructions did he give you with 
reference to whether or not you would make recommendations if you 
did not get contributions / 

Mrs. Mureny. I beg your pardon ‘ 

Senator Hory. What instructions did he give you with reference 
to make recommendations in the event you did not get contributions / 

Mrs. Murrny. Well, he led me to believe that each one that was 
recommended would be supposed to make a contribution. 

Senator Hory. That is right. He led you to believe th: at each one 
you recommended would be supposed to make a contribution ? 

Mrs. Murrpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. When you contacted these different people, or when 
they contacted vou, you let them understand that if you recommended 
them they would be supposed to make a contribution ? 

Mrs. Murpny. It seemed like they understood it that way. too. 
Most of the people came to my house and offered me the contributions. 
It was not hard to get the contributions, it was not hard to mention 
about money matters. Most of the time they mentioned it to me. 

Senator Hory. That is right. And you were going to give them 
a recommendation, and they were going to get the office, and they 
were perfectly willing to pay for it / 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Of course, you understood when you made a recom- 
mendation, and when they gave you contributions, that they were 
going to be appointed ¢ 

Mrs. Murpeny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. That was your understanding ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. Well, now, let’s mention just a few of 
them, to refresh your recollection : 

Did Mr. Luther Green pay you $350? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir; he did. 

Senator Hory. And you recommended him? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; I recommended him. I called on the tele- 
phone down at Jackson and recommended him down there to Mr. 
Rogers or someone in the office. That is all I ever did. I never did 
write a recommendation for anyone myself. 

Senator Horry. You a over the long-distance telephone ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; I did, from Oakland, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Allright. Now, when you got these checks did you 
deposit them or send them to the committee ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Mr. Rogers told me he would not take checks; he 
would not take checks on anyone but me. 

Senator Hory. Who told you that? 

Mrs. Murrny. Mr. Rogers. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers told you he would not take checks on 
anybody ? 
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Mrs. Mureny. That is right. 
Senator Hory. Your instructions were that you were to get the 
money and you would send it to him in check or by cash? 

Mrs. Murrny. I was to always carry the money in, and I always 
carried the money in within 24 hours, if possible. I tried to make an 
appointment with Mr. Rogers to give him the money. 

Senator Hory. So what you would do when you got a check you 
would let the check be made out to you? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Or to cash? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. And you would collect the check and then you would 
take the money to Mr. Rogers ? 

Mrs. Murrny. I always carried the money down to Mr. Rogers. 

Senator Hory. You always carried the money down? 

Mrs. Murpny. Sometimes I offered him the check, and he would 
not have the check. 

Senator Hory. I see. He would not receive the check at all? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir; he would not receive the check at all. 

Senator Hory. And following his instructions to you you carried 
the cash to him ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; I always carried the cash. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you why he did not want a check? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Well, he told me he had had some trouble with 
checks, I don’t know what, but that is what he said. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you what sort of trouble? 

Mrs. Moureny. Sir? 

Senator Hoey. Did he tell you what sort of trouble he had with 
checks ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Some of the checks had been turned down. 

Senator Hory. And he wanted the cash ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; he wanted the cash. He did not want to 
fool with checks. 

Senator Horry. And you followed instructions in that respect ? 

Mrs. Mcurreny. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Horr. Now, did Mr. Watson pay you $300 and $ 

Mrs. Murrny. Mr. Watson? 

Senator Hory. Yes, sir. 

Mrs. Mureny. Mr. Watson did. 

Senator Horny. And he paid that in response to the agreement which 
you had made with him to recommend him ? 

Mrs. Murruy. Well, he made a contribution to the Democratic 
Party. 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mrs. Murpeny. And I told him I would carry it to Jackson. 

Senator Horry. That is right. 

Mrs. Murrny. And turn the money over to Mr. Rogers, and they 
would recommend him. I never did recommend anyone. 

Senator Horry. They were paying the money to get the ultimate 
recommendation for the appointment ? 

Mrs. Murrenuy. Yes, and he did take some tickets. I was selling 
some tickets for the dinner. He wanted to sell the tickets and lhe 
carried out tickets and sold them. 

Senator Hory. That was tickets for the Jackson Day dinner? 
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Mrs. Murpny. All of it was in the same contribution. 

Senator Horny. Now, in this payment that Mr. Watson made to you, 
was the agreement that the total sum be $2,000, Mrs. Murphy 4 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir; it was not. 

Senator Hory. What was the agreement as to the total amount ? 

Mrs. Mcurrny. He just wanted to make a contribution to the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

Senator Horry. I know, but how much did he agree to contribute ¢ 

Mrs. Mureuy. How much did he agree to contribute / 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mrs. Murruy. Well, there was no certain amount. 

Senator Hory. Well now, he gave you one check for $3004 

Mrs. Mureny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. And he gave you five checks for $30 each? 

Mrs. Mureuy. He bought some tickets, he took some tickets. 

Senator Hory. Those $30 checks were for tickets? 

Mrs. Mureny. The first $30 was for two tickets, for he and his wife. 

Senator Hory. The tickets were $15 apiece / 

Mrs. Murpuy. $15 apiece, yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You say that first $30 was for two tickets? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; he came down to my house and wanted two 
tickets. 

Senator Horny. Yes. Well, did he give you four other $30 checks? 

Mrs. Murreuy. I think it was. 

Senator Hory. All right. What were they for? 

Mrs. Murreuy. They were for tickets. 

Senator Hory. You mean he was just buying tickets wholesale? 

Mrs. Murpny. He carried some tickets away, he told me he was 
selling them over in Calhoun City. I don’t know what he did with 
them. 

Senator Hory. These $30 checks were dated 30 days apart, weren’t 
they? Weren’t these five checks for $30, one of them dated the day 
that it was given, and then one for 30 days each up to July 1? 

Mrs. Murruy. No, sir; I didn’t have any agreement like that. 

Senator Hory. What is that? 

Mrs. Murruy. I did not have an agreement like that with Mr. 
Watson. 

Senator Hory. I am not talking about an agreement, I am talking 
about what the checks were. 

Mrs. Murpny. He didn’t give me but two checks that I remember 
of. 

Senator Horny. Didn’t he give you four other checks for $30 each, 
dated 30 days apart? 

Mrs. Murpeuy. No, sir; he did not. I heard him testify, but he did 
not. 

Senator Hory. He did not give you those checks ? 

Mrs. Murrpuy. No, sir. : 

Senator Hory. And you say that the checks for $300, and one for 

™}0 were the only two checks he gave you? 

Mrs, Murpuy. One of the checks w as for $350, wasn’t it? 

Senator Hory. Yes, you are right, $350. It is listed here. 

Mrs. Murruy. That is what I thought it was, $350. 

Senator Hory. This record here said $300, but they tell me the 
correct amount is $350. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Hory. All right, then, the one check for $350? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. And then the other check for $30? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, do you say that those were the only checks he 
gave you? 

Mrs. Murrny. I wouldn't say those were the only ones. He did buy 
some tickets, but I will say that I think he carried some tickets away 
from my house to sell, and he later returned and wanted the money for 
the tickets that he had not sold, he said he had not sold them, but he 
did not bring the tickets back to me, and I did give him $200 back. He 
said he didn’t sell the tickets, but I understand from the people up 
around Calhoun City that he did sell the tickets and get the money. 

Senator Hory. How many tickets did he get from you ¢ 

Mrs. Murrrry. I don’t know, I can't tell you. I will say this, that 
he did write a check for all the tickets he got from me. 

Senator Hory. He did what ? 

Mrs. Mureuy. He wrote a check for all the tickets he got from me. 

Senator Hory. You did not cash any check except the one for $350 
and the one for $30? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You cashed others? 

Mrs. Murrpny. I don’t remember but cashing two checks, but when 
you get into ticket money I can’t tell you who did buy tickets and who 
did not. 

Senator Hory. You say he bought more tickets and gave you checks 
for those. What did you do with those checks ? 

Mrs. Murruy. He just give me two, the way I remember it. 

Senator Hory. Where did he buy all these tickets; who did he buy 
them from ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. From me. 

Senator Hory. From what? 

Mrs. Murruy. From me. 

Senator Horry. Did he give you a check for them ? 

Mrs. Murreny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What became of those checks? 

Mrs. Murreny. Sir? 

Senator Horry. What became of those checks? 

Mrs. Murpry. Well, the $350 I turned it in, and the $30 check, I 
turned it in. 

Senator Horry. All right. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes. 

Senator Hory. You said now that he gave you the $30 check for two 
tickets? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir, he did, and then later, the next day, he 

. wrote me a check for $350, and wanted to make a contribution to the 
Democratic Party, and he carried some tickets to sell also at the same 
time. 

Senator Hory. All right. Did he give you any more checks? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir: he did not. 

Senator Hory. And you say that these two checks were the only 
ones he gave you? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir, they were the only ones he did give me. 
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Senator Hoey. All right. Now, what became of the tickets that 
you gave him there, which he was going to sell? 

Mrs. Mureny. He carried them away from my house. 

Senator Hory. Do you know how many he carried ‘ 

Mrs. Murpnuy. No, sir: | do not. 

Senator Hory. Didn't you keep any record of it / 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir; I did not keep a record of it. 

Senator Hory. Well, how long was this before the dinner was to 
be held ? 

Mrs. Murpny. This was about the 26th of January, and the dinner 
was the 24th of February. 

Senator Hory. And you mean now that vou turned over to him a 
number of tickets, and you did not keep any record of them ‘ 

Mrs. Mureny. The tickets were charged to me, and I had to pay 
for them myself, the ones I carried out of the office, it was left up to 
me to keep up with the money I took in for tickets. I had already 
paid for them and they were charged to me and no one else. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, were all of these tickets charged 
to you? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir 

Senator Hory. With all of these tickets charged to you and your 
being responsible for them, because you had already paid for them, 
do you mean to tell us you didn’t keep any record of how many tickets 
you gave him ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. Well, at the time I kept a record, I suppose, as to who 
got the tickets, by numbers. 

Senator Hory. Well, you know whether vou did or not, don’t you? 

Mrs. Murpeny. That is the way they were charged to me, by 
numbers. 

Senator Hory. All right. Do you know that you kept a record? 

Mrs. Mourpny. I knew by numbers, I knew how many tickets | 
had. 

Senator Horr. You know how many you let this gentleman have? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; 1 can’t tell you right now, but I do know 
when he wrote that check for $80 that was for two tickets. 

Senator Hory. You say he did or did not pay you for the other 
tickets ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; he paid me for everything he owed. He 
don’t owe me anything, the $350 and the $30 check paid for everything 
that he owed me. 

Senator Hory. I know, but the $350 was not paid for tickets, was it ? 

Mrs. Mureny. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. I thought that was a contribution. 

Mrs. Murrnuy. He said, “I want to make a contribution to the 
Democratic Party, and he counted on selling tickets, so he would use 
it in that form, and he carried the tic ‘kets away. 

Senator Hory. Did he want this $350 check to be applied in pay- 
ments for tickets, or was it sceeineindinuie tian entnenition? 

Mrs. Murrny. At first he wanted it to be a contribution to the Dem- 
ocratic Party, and then he wanted some tickets for it. 

Senator Hory. You tell us you don’t know how many tickets you 
gave him for it. , 

Mrs. Murrpuy. Well, it would be around 26 for it, wouldn't it / 
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Senator Hory. I don’t know. I am not counting. You were giv- 
ing out the tickets. [Laughter]. I just want to know how many 
tickets you gave him. 

Mrs. Murruy. Sir? 

Senator Hory. What is that? Can you tell us how many tickets 
you gave him? 

Mrs. Murrny. Twenty-six. 

Senator Hory. You say you gave him 26 tickets? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir, 26, and he was supposed to sell the tickets. 

Senator Hory. Well, if he sold them, what was he going to do with 
them ? 

Mrs. Murrny. He was to keep the money. 

Senator Hory. He was going to keep the money ? 

Mrs. Mureny. That was his money. I didn’t charge any tickets. 
I got the money from him. He could do what he pleased with them. 

Senator Hory. Do you mean to say that this $350 was to be applied 
on paying for those tickets ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And it was not a contribution to the committee 

Senator Munpr. Speak loudly, please. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And it was not a contribution to the committee / 

Mrs. Murpny. Well, it was all going to the same place. and he 
wanted to term it a contribution. 

Senator Hory. There is a good deal of difference between paying 
money for a contribution, and eating it out, isn’t there? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; it was with me, but IT imagine he thought 
he would carry out and sell some of the tickets and get some of his 
money back, I imagine. 

Senator Hory. Well, coming back to your agreement now, do vou 
say you did not make an agreement with him, and that he was to pay 
a total of $2.000 ? 

Mrs. Mcurpny. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator Hory. Was he to pay you this $350 check which he gave vou. 
and $30 a month from that date until July 1, and then $50 a month 
from the time he got the temporary appointment, until he got the 
permanent appointment, and then $100 a month after he got the per 
manent employment until the total sum of $2,000 was paid? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. The first I heard of that was when he was 
telling that here a while ago. 

Senator Hory. You did not know anything about it ? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir. I did hear about it a little from Mr. Aber- 
nethy’s campaign manager. 

Senator Hory. You hadn't heard about that ? 

Mrs. Murpny. He said, that Mr. Abernethy’s campaign manager 
wanted me to meet him down the road between my house and there, 
and they said they would get this out of the record if I would give 
them $5,000, and T told Mr. ‘Abernethy’ s campaign manager I wouldn't 

av him $5,000, that the boy came to my house and “wanted some 
tickets, and wanted to make a contribution. and decided before he left 
that he would take some tickets, and I wouldn't give $5,000 to get this 
testimony out of his brief case. 

Senator Hory. Then vou deny that vou made any agreement such 
as Mr. Watson has testified to with reference to the $2,000? 
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Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir, I will, I will deny that. 

Senator Munpr. What was the name of Mr. Abernethy’s campaign 
manager ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. W. D. Gary and Bingham. 

Senator Hory. Those gentlemen met you down the road and made 
you that proposition ¢ 
’ Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; they did. 

Senator Hory. When was that? 

Mrs. Murpny. That was about 10 days ago. Mr. Bingham talked 
to me first, and he called Mr. Gary where I was, about 11 or 12 o’clock 
at night. 

Senator Hory. And you did not accept the proposition ? 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir; I did not. I told them to go ahead if they 
wanted to, but I didn’t know that Mr. Watson was trying to trap me 
into anything. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, did you refund to Mr. Watson 
KOO 4 

Mrs. Murpuy. What did you say? 

Senator Hory. Did you refund to Mr. Watson $200 / 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Hoty. When ¢ 

Mrs. Murpuy. Oh, it has been several days ago. He kept coming 
down to my house, and kept coming down to my house, and saying 
he was dissatisfied about it, and he hadn't sold his tickets. I told him 
if he didn’t sell all the tickets he could return the tickets and I would 
give him his money back, but he didn’t return the tickets, and I gave 
him $200 back in the presence of Mr. Ringold, my attorney. 

Senator Hory. In the presence of who? 

Mrs. Murpny. My attorney 

Senator Hory. Now, when you returned that $200 to him, was that 
based solely on the fact that he said he had not sold the tickets / 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; it certainly was. 

Senator Hory. And you were not refunding part of his contribution ? 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir; I wasn't. 

Senator Hory. Did you previously agree that you were going to 
recommend him for the carrier’s position, at the place where he lived, 
when Mr. Perkins got the appointment? Had you told Watson prev- 
iously to go direc tly to him 

Mrs. Murpny. Up at Calhoun City ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mrs. Mureny. No, sir; 1 didn’t know anything about this. Mr. Wat- 
son kept coming down to my house and asking me about that place, and 
IL told him J didn’ t know anything whatsoever about it. 

Senator Hory. Did you suggest that you could have him appointed 
somewhere else 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; I did not. I told him that I couldn't make 
any suggestions; that I wouldn't be able to do anything about it unless 
Mr. Rogers talked it over and that I would go to Calhoun City and—— 

Senator Hory. Then you didn’t make any suggestions to Mr. Wat- 
son about being appointed at Stewart / 

Mrs. Murpry. No, sir: I did not. He placed himself down there at 
Stewart. I knew nothing whatsoever about it. 

Senator Hory. Let us take up Mr. George B. Kerr. 

Mrs. Murpny. Mr. George Kerr. 
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Senator Hory. How much did he pay you? 

Mrs. Murruy. He gave me $750. 

Senator Hory. For what? 

Mrs. Mureny. Well, he came down to my house, I didn’t know Mr. 
Kerr, and he wanted me to make a recommendation. He mentioned 
it himself. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you where he lived and what he was 
doing? ' 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; he did that. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you why he came to you ? 

Mrs. Murrny. He said Mr. Watson came by and told him to see me. 

Senator Horry. You say that Mr. Kerr is the one that mentioned the 
contribution ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you about the contribution before he 
told you what he wanted ¢ 

Mrs. Murrnry. No, sir: he told me what he wanted. 

Senator Hory. What did he want ¢ 

Mrs. Murrny. He wanted to be transferred from the Memphis 
station to MeCool, Miss. 

Senator Hory. And he wanted you to take steps as were necessar) 
to effect that transfer ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. That if I could help him in any way he would ap 
preciate it. 

Senator Hory. Now, you got all the information from him as to his 
qualifications; didn’t you $ 

Mrs. Murpeuy. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Senator Hory. After you got the information from him did you 
tell him that it was customary to make contributions to the committee, 
that the committee needed money / 

Mrs. Murruy. He asked me that question and I told him it was 
customary, or I had been informed it was customary, and it was in 
the minds of many that I talked to that it was customary, to make 
contributions. 

Senator Hory. Did you advise him that it was legal for him to make 
a contribution and for the committee to receive it? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Hory. Why did you tell him about that? 

Mrs. Murreuy. Why did I? 

Senator Hory. Yes. Did he make some inquiry as to whether or 
not it Was against the law / 

Mrs. Murreuy. He spoke about the Hatch Act. 

Senator Hory. About the Hatch Act 4 

Mrs. Murreny. Yes, sir, 

Senator Hory. And what assurance did you give him then about 
that ¢ 

Mrs. Mureny. He understood the Hatch Act as well as I did. He 
worked as a government man. 

Senator Hory. What assurance did you give him that it was all 
right, that it was legal? 

Mrs. Murreny. I told him he could make a contribution but he 
couldn't buy his transfer. Of course, he understood that. 

Senator Hory. You told him that he could make a contribution 
but that he couldn’t buy it? 
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Mrs. Morpnry. 
Senator Hory. 
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Yes, sir: I did. 


After that, did he ask you if it was legal for you 


to receive the money and for him to pay it? 


Mrs. Murpny. 
Senator Hory. 
Mrs. Murpny. 
Senator Hory. 
Murpuy. 


Mrs. 


Yes, sir. 


And you told him it was legal ? 
Yes, sir. 


Who had told you that it was legal ? 


Well, Mr. Rogers and Mr. Jackson and them had 


told me I could take any contribution from postal employes up to 


$5,000. 


Senator Hory. 


Didn't he tell you that you could take these contribu- 


tions in return for your recommendations sent to the committee for 
these appointments ? 


Mrs. Murpuy. 


Senator Hory. 


No, sir; not in return for my recommendation. 
Why did they associate the recommendations with 


the contributions unless the vy were to work together / 


Mrs. Murpuy. 
Senator Hory. 
mendations connected ¢ 


What did you say? 
Why was the matter of contributions and recom- 
Didn’t you understand from instructions you 


received that if you made a recommendation it was to be followed by 


a contribution ¢ 


Mrs. Murpny. 
Senator Hory. 
Mrs. Murpnuy. 
Senator Hory. 


Yes, sir. 
You understood that? 
Yes, sir. 
In other 


words, when you recommended anybody, 


you understood that they were going to make a contribution / 
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Yes. 
And you so told them ? 
Yes, sir. Mr. Rogers told me he couldn’t run the 


And you thought that cash was better than hot air? 
Yes, sir. 
And so you proceeded to get a considerable amount 


Yes, sir. 

You got $750 from George Kerr? 

Yes, sir. 

You got $600 from E. M. Palmer? 

Yes, sir. 

You got $100 at one time; 
so0 at another time, and $ 


you got $100 at another 
S50 at another time from 


Yes, sir. 

And you got $50 from Mr. Wheeles ? 

From Mrs. Wheeles. She sold some tickets for me. 
Well, you got $300 from her. Was that a contribu- 


She had tickets from me. 

How many tickets did she get? 
She sold 20 tickets. 

How is that? 

She sold 20 tickets. 
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Senator Hoey. She sold 20 tickets? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did her husband get a post-office job? 

Mrs. Mureuy. Her husband was a rural carrier. He was a carrier 
of mail at that time; yes. He was a carrier of mail. 

Senator Hory. When did he get this job in connection with the 
time that this contribution was made? 

Mrs. Murruy. He started carrying mail about January 1. 

Senator Hory. When was this contribution made? 

Mrs. Murpuy. It was made in January or February. 

Senator Horr. So, he really got appointed before the contribution 
was made? 

Mrs. Murrnuy. Yes, sir; he did. 

Senator Horry. Well, you had recommended him to the committee, 
hadn’t you? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; I had recommended him to the committee. 

Senator Hory. What? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir; I had recommended him to the committee. 
They had asked me about it, and I had recommended him. 

Senator Horry. You understood that he was going to make this pay- 
ment of $300. 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir; there was no understanding. 

Senator Hory. Did he say that he was going to pay it? 

Mrs. Mureuy. Sir? 

Senator Horry. Did he say he was going to make a contribution of 
$300 @ 

Mrs. Murpny. No,sir. Mrs. Wheeles was going to sell some tickets. 
There was no contribution. 

Senator Hory. You say this whole $300 represented a sale of tickets? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And these tickets were sold by Mrs. Wheeles for ac- 
count of the man that was recommended for this appointment ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. From Mr. McIntyre you got $195. What did you 
do for him? 

Mrs. Murruy. Mr. McIntyre sold some tickets for me. 

Senator Horr. He sold tickets, too? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes; he did. 

Senator Horry. Did this $195 represent tickets sold by Mr. Mc- 
Intyre¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; it does. 

Senator Hory. How many tickets did he sell ? 

Mrs. Murruy. I don’t have a record here of how many he sold 
I don’t believe. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, you got altogether 50 tickets; didn’t you? 

Mrs. Murpny. Sir? 

Senator Hory. You got altogether 50 tickets? 

Mrs. Murpuy. I sold just 50 tickets? 

Senator Horry. Isn’t that what you said? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Horr. I thought you said that you got 50 tickets from the 
committee to sell. 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir. I would get the tickets and maybe I would 
come back and get 50 more. I sold more than 50 tickets. 
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Senator Hory. You went back and got more tickets? 
Mrs. Murpuy. Yes. 
Senator Horry. You said this $195 was for tickets, from Mr. 

McIntyre? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. What about the transaction with T. B. Kennedy on 
money 2 

Mrs. Murruy. I haven’t heard anything about any money from Mr. 
Kennedy. 

Senator Hory. You didn’t have any transactions in which any 
money was paid then ? 

Mrs. Murruy. No, sir; I don’t know anything about any money 
with Mr. Kennedy. 

Senator Hory. When you delivered the money to Mr. Rogers, you 
said that you usually got it out within 24 hours. Do you recall that, 
after you received it? 

Mrs. Murpny. I tried to if I could make an appointment with Mr. 
Rogers. 

Senator Horry. Now, with reference to the tickets, you just paid 
for those after you got them; didn’t you? 

Mrs. Murruy. What was the question ? 

Senator Horry. When you got your tickets for these dinners you 
just paid for those when you got them; didn’t you? 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir; not when I got them, but I made reports 
and paid for them then. 

Senator Hory. And you took the money back when you went in? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. How much money did you collect altogether for 
tickets and for recommendations and for everything combined ? 

Mrs. Murpeuy. I don’t know. I can tell you about how much for 
tickets. 

Senator Hory. About how much for tickets? 

Mrs. Mureny. Over $1,800 for tickets. 

Senator Hory. For tickets? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; for tickets... 

Senator Hory. Outside of the tickets, can you tell us about how 
much you received as just straight contributions for the committee? 

Mrs. Murruy. I have explained it here. I haven’t counted it up. 

Senator Hory. Are there any others that I haven’t asked you about ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Contributions? No, sir; there isn’t any other con- 
tribution, I don’t think. 

Senator Horry. The contributions that we have asked you about 
are all that. you received from any prospective candidates or appli- 
cants for office ? 

Mrs. Mureny. To the best of my knowledge, it is. 

Senator Horny. Now, how much, if any, did Mr. Rogers let you have 
for expenses, and so forth, as a deduction from the moneys which you 
turned in? 

Mrs. Murruy. There wasn’t any certain amount. 

Senator Hory. How much did he allow you? You know whether 
he allowed some, don’t you? 

Mrs. Murrey. Well, sir, I will say he paid me a little bit. 

Senator Hoey. How much did he pay you? 
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Mrs. Mureny. Mr. Green sent his check down to Jackson, Miss, 
It was made out to me and he sent it to Jackson and Mr. Rogers spoke 
about it to me in the office and he had promised to pay my way to 
Chicago, to the meeting in Chicago when the President spoke up there 
in May and he told me to take this check and pay my expenses; all the 
rest of them had been paid but me. 

Senator Horry. How much was the check? 

Mrs. Murrny. It was for $350. 

Senator Hory. And that $350 was for the purpose of paying your 
expenses to this meeting in Chicago? 

Mrs. Murpny. Me and my husband. 

Senator Horry. To this meeting in Chicago? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes. 

Senator Horny. When was that meeting? 

Mrs. Mureny. The 14th of May 1950. I think it was the 14th 
of May. 

Senator Hory. Did all the delegation go from Mississippi up to that 
meeting ¢ 

Mrs. Mwreny. There were some others that did. 

Senator Hory. Do you know whether the committee paid their 
expenses or not ¢ 

Mrs. Murruy. There was—what was the question ? 

Senator Horry. Do you know whether the committee paid their ex- 
penses or not ¢ 

Mrs. Murrny. Some of them On it went to Chicago said they did, 
said they wrote a check down here at Jackson with “Mr. Frank Mize 
but this I don’t know. He did siadaiae to pay my way, though, for 
our expenses and our way to Chicago. 

Senator Hory. Who promised that ? 

Mrs. Murreny. Mr. Curtis Rogers. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Curtis Rogers? 

Mrs. Murpny. And I did expect him to pay it. 

Senator Hory. And that is the way he directed you to use the pro- 
ceeds of this $350 check, for that purpose ? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember a conversation with Mr. Watson 
in which you advised him not to be talking about this matter? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. Mr. Watson had been down to my house so 
many times until—— 

Senator Hory. What did he come up there for? 

Mrs. Mureny. He came to my house several times about the Cal- 
houn City matter and then in the fall—just about Christmas—had 
been there several times, but I didn’t tell Mr. Watson not to talk, I 
did not. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any ore with Mr. Watson 11 
which you advised him as to what he should say, or whether he should 
say anything at all if called upon, about this investigation? 

Mrs. Murpny. No,sir. He was trying to give me advice. 

Senator Hory. He was advising you? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; he was try ing to give me advice. 

Senator Hory. What did he tell you? 

Mrs. Murrpny. He wanted me to make an affidavit that he h: ud t to 
buy his job, that he had been asked to pay a thousand dollars over 

Calhoun City for the job. 
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Senator Hory. He was just anxious about the job? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; that was the impression I got later, but 
I didn’t know that to begin with when I first met Mr. Watson. 

Senator Hory. In this conversation, or in these various conversa- 
tions you had with Mr. Watson, did you ever at any time tell him not 
to talk about these matters because the thing had blown up? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And mentioned a list of names of several men, Clar- 
ence Hood and Mr. Mize and Mr. Rogers, that you all would go to 
the penitentiary ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you hear your eend make that statement? 

Mrs. Murruy. No, sir; I did not. I didn’t hear anything. 

Senator Hory. You didn’t hear anything? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You know that your husband did have a good many 
conversations with Mr. Watson, don’t you ? 

Mrs. Murrey. At my house. 

Senator Hory. Do you mean to say that you were present all the 
time during the entire conversations that took place between your 
husband and Mr. W atson 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. Then your husband might have made these state- 
ments that Mr. Watson said, as far as you know ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. As far as I know he could have. 

Senator Hory. What you are saying is that he did not make any 
such statements as that in your presence? 

Mrs. Murrpuy. No, sir; he did not. He refrained from talking to 
Mr. Watson at our house. 

Senator Horry. Well, now, Mrs. Murphy, have you severed your 
connection with the committee or are you still a committeewoman ? 

Mrs. Murpny. I hope I am not a committeewoman. I hope they 
have discharged me. 

Senator Hory. That you are through? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; I hope I am through. 

Senator Hory. I believe you told me that you could not tell the 
total amount of money that you got in contributions. 

Mrs. Murruy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. But that you did not get any others that you could 
recall except those about which you have been asked ? 

Mrs. Mureuy. Yes. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 

Senator McCiei.an. I should like to clear the names of those who 
made contributions through you and the amount and state if they 
are correct. Luther Green, $350? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McC.etxian. Is that correct? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; $350. 

Senator McCretian. That is $350? 

Mrs. Murrprry. Yes. 

Senator McCieittan. Was it $300 or $350? 

Mrs. Murpny. $350. 

Senator McCLELLAN. And $30? 

Mrs. Murrry. And $30. 


+ 
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Senator McCietian. Yes. George Kerr, $500 and $250? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. E. M. Palmer, $600? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. H. P. Bingham, $100, $100, $50 and $50? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Making a total of $300. Is that correct? 

Mr. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Mrs. Wheeles, I do not have the initials here, 
$300; is that correct? 

Mrs. Murpuy. $297 and $3 cash. 

Senator McCietian. Totaling $300? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, it totaled $300. 

Senator McCiettan. A Mr. McIntyre, $195? 

Mrs. Murpry. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.xan. Did those constitute all of the contributions 
you received, all of the money that came through your hands for this 
committee ? 

Mrs. Murrny. To the best of my knowledge, it is. 

Senator McCietxian. You cannot now recall any other? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; I can’t. 

Senator McCietxan. If you do recall any other during the period 
of this hearing or shortly thereafter will you promise this committee 
that you will report it? 

Mrs. Mourreny. I will. 

Senator McCietxian. Report it to the committee? 

Mrs. Murpuy. I will. 

Senator McCietian. You worked, as I understand it, under the 
direction of Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. You regarded him as managing or operating 
the committee ? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCretian. You received your instructions from him ? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator McCietian. You were permitted to receive contributions 
and turned them in to him in cash only, as I understand it? 

Mrs. Murrny. Just in cash. 

Senator McCrie.tian. And if you got a check you were expected to 
endorse the check and cash it? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCierian. And bring the money to him? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCretxian. And you did that? 

Mrs. Murreny. Yes. 

Senator McCietitan. What arrangements did you have with Mr. 
Rogers as to the amount of your compensation for taking these con- 
tributions? 

Mrs. Mcurpny. I was to turn them in as quick as I received them. 

Senator McCietian. Were you to get a commission or percentage 
out of the money you received ? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; I wasn’t to get a commission. No, sir: 
I was not. 
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Senator McCrietian. Did you get any part of this money, I mean 
that we have listed here, that you ‘have identified and reported? Did 
you receive or, rather, did you retain any commission or percentage 
of it as your own inaeidiaae money ¢ 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator McCietian. You got no compensation whatever in money 
for your efforts? 

Mrs. Mureny. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.xian. But with regard to the tickets, did you get a 
commission on the tickets you sold? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; I got . commission ; 25 percent. 

Senator McCietian. You ‘got 2 5 percent out of the sale of tickets? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. That would be 25 percent of the $1,800? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. So your commission out of that was some- 
thing around $450 ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Around $450. 

Senator McCietian. That you did retain? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.tian. But with reference to contributions to the 
committee or to the party for the purpose of securing appointments 
or getting jobs you retained nothing out of those contributions 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator McCietLtan. How many people did you recommend for 
jobs to Mr. Rogers? I believe you sent your recommendations to him 
by telegram, I believe you said, in most instances 4 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator McCietitan. How many different people did you recom- 
mend for jobs? 

Mrs. Murpny. He asked me in the office, about two or three people, 
and I knew people that lived in our home county, some of them. 

Senator McCieiian. I want to get the names of those that you 
recommended. 

Mrs. Murry. All of them? 

Senator McCietian. That is, all that you recommended to Mr. 
Rogers. I would like the names of those that you recommended. 

Mrs. Murruy. Would you like for me to list them ? 

Senator McCietian. Yes; I would like for you to list them. 

Mrs. Murrpuy. He asked me about Mrs. Gordon up in Swetland, 
Miss., Montgomery County. 

Senator McCieuian. Did you recommend that she be appointed ? 

Mrs. Mureuy. I told Mr. Rogers that I knew the girl and I under- 
stood that her uncle had taken off from work—he was going into the 
Army—and that he had already asked that she be appointed through 
the post office, and her husband also was going into the Army at the 
same time, and that she was staying in the. place and staying with his 
mother while they were in the Army, and that is all I did. I didn’t 
see Mrs. Gordon. 

Senator McCrietran. Do you know whether she received the ap- 
pointment ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir: she is working. 

Senator McCretian. She is working? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 
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Senator McCietian. She got the appointment ? 

Mrs. Murry. Yes, sir; she got the appointment. 

Senator McCretian. Did you recommend those whom you have 
listed here, those to whom we have referred, from whom you received 
contributions; did you recommend each one of those for a position 
they wanted to Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murpuy. To Mr. Rogers. 

Senator McC LELLAN, You recommended each one of those to Mr. 
Rogers ? 

Mr s. Murpny. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator McCrieituan. In addition to those that made contributions, 
can you name anyone else whom you recommended for appointments 
to Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murrny. In addition to the ones that made contributions ? 

Senator McCietian. Yes, ma’am. 

Mrs. Murpuy. He asked me about Mr. R. T. Kennedy, Calhoun. 

Senator McCiettan. Who? 

Mrs. Mureny. R. T. Kennedy, Calhoun. 

Senator McC.Le.tian. I mean where they made voluntary contribu- 
tions. ‘Those were cases where he asked you about someone. 

Mrs. Murpnuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCriecian. You did not initiate the recommendation. 
You only responded to his inquiry of you as to what you knew about 
him; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Murrny. I recommended Miss Dunlap at Tomnolen, Miss. 

Senator McCLetian. What I am trying to determine is how many 
people for different positions did you recommend to Mr. Rogers that 
are not included in this list of those from whom you received con- 
tributions? 

Mrs. Murrny. Well, there wasn’t any other besides those that I rec- 
ommended. I didn’t recommend anybody else. 

Senator McCiettan. What I am trying to determine is whether 
vour recommendations were always predic ated upon the fact that you 
had received a contribution to the party ? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McC.e tian. In other words, you were not recommending 
people, I mean initiating the recommendation to Mr. Rogers, unless 
they contributed to the party. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McC.Letian. Were you instructed to handle it that way? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McC.e.tian. By Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McC.etian. In other words, in order for your recommen- 
dations to have any force or effect there had to be a contribution ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. And that is the way you operated ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.tian. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. You mentioned a conference you had a few days 
ago with a representative of Congressman Abernethy. 

Mrs. Murpnuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What was the date of that conference that you 


had? 
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Mrs. Murrny. Mr. Bingham called me up about 9:30 at night. 

Senator Munpr. What date; do you remember ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir; I don’t know. It was about 2 weeks ago. 

Senator Munpr. About 2 weeks ago? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes,sir. It wasona Tuesday night. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bingham called you about 9:30 at night? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Go ahead. 

Mrs. Murpeuy. He talked about 30 minutes. 

Senator Munpr. What did he talk about ? 

Mrs. Murpny. He told me he was coming down here and make an 
affidavit that he had bought his job. I told him that was all right 
with me for him to do that, but I understood that he was only making 
a contribution to the Democratic Party and if he wanted to do it that 
was perfectly all right with me, and I told him I was coming to Jack- 
son the next day, and he s says, “I must see you before you go to Jack- 
son.” He said that he would be on the mail route the next morning 
and I told him to try to come to Jackson anyway. He told me he 
wanted to see me that night and I told him, “All right.” 

He asked me to meet him at Calhoun, and I called up Mr. Rogers 
and told him that and he told me it was all right to go up there and see 
Mr. Bingham. And Mr. Bingham told me to come alone up there, but 
my husband went with me and when we got up there there was a car 
there and Mr. Bingham got in our car and sat down and he talked like 
a man that had been dr inking. This I don’t know. 

And he said that Mr. Abernethy and Mr. Gary had a brief case full 
of affidavits against me and that he was going to send me to the peni- 
tentiary and that he was going to lose his job, and he says, “I know I 
can help you out.” He also said he was going to make an affidavit that 
he bought his job and that if I would give Mr. Gary $5,000 that he 
would get all of them affidavits away from Mr. Abernethy and then 
he called for Mr. Gary to get in our car, and it seemed that Mr. Gary 
also had been drinking, but this I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. He did get into your car, though? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; he just got in our car then and then he went 
all over the matter with Mr. Gary, that they had gone over the affi- 
davits, and that Mr. A. R. Watson had been to his place down there 
then to try to trap me and to get me in the penitentiary and to get 
C. V.’s job, and that they had many friends. And I asked them who 
they were? And he wouldn’t tell me, not a thing, but that Mr. Watson 
had, and he told me if I gave Mr. Gary a check for $5,000 that night 
that they would take these affidavits out of Mr. Abernethy’s brief case ; 
that Mr. Gary was going to come to Jackson and see that Mr. Aber- 
nethy was sending them down there. 

Senator Munpr. How were they going to get them out of Mr. Aber- 
nethy’s possession ? 

_Mrs. Mureny. Mr. Gary was Mr. Abernethy’s personal representa- 
tive, 

Senator Munpr. Was he on Mr. Abernethy’s payroll ? 

Mrs. Murrny. I don’t know. He is his campaign manager. 

Senator Munpr. He is his campaign manager? 

Mrs. Murruy. He has always been his campaign manager. I think 
he has always been his campaign manager. I knew Mr. Gary. I 
knew him real well. He is an attorney. 
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Senator Munpr. He is an attorney in what community? 

Mrs. Murrny. Eupora. And I told him to go ahead and bring the 
affidavits that he had, the brief case full down here to the committee ; 
that I would meet them down here today; that I wasn’t going to pay 
him $5,000 to get it. 

Senator Munpr. What happened when you told him to bring the 
brief case full of affidavits down here? 

Mrs. Murrny. I told him to bring them down, that I hadn’t done 
anything, that I hadn’t sold no job; that I had made a few recom- 
mendations to the committee and did exactly what Mr. Rogers told 
me to do. And I told him also that I didn’t have anything to hide. 
That at the time that I found out the investigation was going to be 
made that I came down and saw Mr. Rogers and I saw Mr. Jackson—I 
tried to see Mr. Rogers and Mr. Jackson and I couldn’t see any of 
them and I went back home and went to Washington; and that I had 
told everybody in our national headquarters exactly what I had done 
and I did prove to them every contribution was turned in, and I also 
went to the Post Office Department and told Deputy Utley exactly 
what I had done, that I didn’t have anything to hide. 

Senator Munpr. When you explained your operations to the Na- 
tional Democratic Headquarters in Washington were they satisfied 
with your explanation ? 

Mrs. Murpny. I told them everything. 

Senator Munpr. Were they satisfied with your explanation? 

Mrs. Moreuy. Yes, sir. They said that it was a hee that I had 
to lose so much money on a lot of the tickets and that I probably would 
get some of my money back. 

Senator Munpr. Whom were you going to get it back from, from 
the National Democratic Committee ? 

Mrs. Murreny. After the investigation was over. 

Senator Munpr. After the investigation was over? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Who was going to give it back to you? 

Mrs. Murpny. They talked like they might. 

Senator Munprt. In other words, you gathered from the National 
Democratic Headquarters in Washington after the investigation was 
over they would pay you back the money you said you lost on the 
ticket operations? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And that that money was coming to you, not from 
the Mississippi Committee but from the Democratic National Head- 
quarters in Washington ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes. They might. They didn’t make me any prom- 
ise. 
Senator Munpt. They only held that out as a hope to you then? 

Mrs. Murreuy. That is all. 

Senator McCietxan. To whom did you talk in the national head- 
quarters ? 

Mrs. Murpny. I talked to Mr. Bill Boyle, and I talked to—— 

Senator McCietian. Which one gave you that impression, that you 
would probably be reimbursed after this investigation ? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. Mr. Moore. 
Senator McCrietitan. Who? 
Mrs. Murpuy. Mr. Moore. 
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Senator McCieLuan. Mr. Moore? 
Mrs. Murrry. Yes, sir. 
Senator Munpr. And you also talked to the postal officials? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes; I did. 

Senator Munpr. Were they satisfied with your explanation of your 
operation ? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir. I told them I did not have anything to 
hide, and I wanted to tell them. I talked about my husband being a 
rural carrier, and I thought the people I had recommended were work- 
ing for the Government and they did make a contribution. 

Senator Munpr. Did they make any criticism to you of the fact 
that your husband should not be engaged in that kind of activity? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What did they say? 

Mrs. Mureuy. They said it was such a pity that I had been used 
this way, and the reason I did the work was that I was afraid he would 
get fired, that is the reason I cooperated with the Democratic Com- 
mittee in Mississippi, was to try to keep him from being fired. 

Senator Munpr. You were afraid if you did not do this your hus- 
band might lose his job? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Who had given you that impression ? 

Mrs. Murrny. I heard Mr. Rogers say several times that he could 
just fire anyone that he wanted to. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, you felt that Mr. Rogers had au- 
thority enough with the postal officials in Washington so, if you did 
not carry out the orders of Mr. Rogers, your husband might lose his 
means of livelihood ¢ 

Mrs. Murpeuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You got that impression ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; I got that impression, and I still think so. 

Senator Munpr. You still think so? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And you so expressed yourself to the postal officials 
in Washington ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Munpr. Who did you talk to in Washington in the Post 
Office Department ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Mr. Utley. I don’t know his official position. 

Senator Munpr. What was his name? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Utley. 

Senator Munpr. U-t-l-e-y? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And was he satisfied with that explanation ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; it seemed like he was. 

Senator Munpr. Did he verify your suspicion that Rogers had 
control of your husband’s job? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Utley said that that was correct, so far as he 
knew ? 

Mrs. Mureuy. No, sir; he didn’t say it was correct, but he led me 
to believe that Mr. Rogers would have had him fired. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Utley led you to believe that, if Mr. Rogers 


decided that your husband should be removed, that he could get the 
job done? 
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Mrs. Morpnuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you ever remember having talked with Mr. 
Palmer about the $600 that he paid being used for 

Mrs. Murpuy. $600? 

Senator Munvr. Yes; did Mr. Palmer pay you $500? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; I don’t remember anything about him. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t remember his paying you $600? 

Mrs. Murruy. No, sir. He made a contribution of $600. 

Senator Munpr. I thought you testified he made a contribution of 
$600. 

Mrs. Murreuy. He did make a contribution for $600. 

Senator Munpr. After the information became public that there 
was going to be an investigation, do you remember having a talk with 
Palmer—Mr. Palmer? 

Mrs. Mureny. About the contribution ? 

Senator Munpr. That is correct. 

Mrs. Murrnuy. I have seen Mr. Palmer several times. He stopped 
by my house and we discussed the matter. 

Senator Munopr. In any of those conversations do you remember 
telling him that it should be spoken of as a timber deal? 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir. I told him—he made a contribution, and 
we spoke about that—for him to say he made a contribution, I was 
going to say that. 

Senator Munpr. Is it your testimony, Mrs. Murphy, under oath, 
that Mr. Palmer was perjuring himself when he said that you told 
him that you would, or that he should consider the $600 as a pay- 
ment on a timber deal ? 

Mrs. Murreny. I don’t remember that conversation. 

Senator Munpr. You heard him make that statement, did you not? 

Mrs. Murruy. No, sir; I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. Well, I am telling you now that he told us in 
sworn testimony that in a conversation with you and your husband 
that you led him to believe that she should talk about the $600 in 
terms of a payment for a timber deal. 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir; I don’t remember anything about that. 

Senator Munpr. Then you testify that that is a falsehood, o1 
false statement on his part? 

Mrs. Mureuy. To my knowledge. I heard his testimony a while 
ago, and I tried to remember it, and to my knowledge I don’t re- 
member. 

do remember asking him about some timber that my brother 
wanted to know about, but it had nothing to do with the $600. 

Senator Munpr. So you deny that that part of his testimony is so? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; I do not remember it right now. 

Senator Munpr. Are you a lawyer ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir; I am not a lawyer. 

Senator Munpr. You were giving legal advice, I believe, to Mr. 
Kerr? 

Mrs. Mureuy. Well, out of the National Democratic headquarters 
they had sent me a little pamphlet about the Hatch Act, where postal 


employees could contribute as high as $5,000 and, of course, Mr. Kerr 


knew as much about that as I did. I still have that opinion. I am not 
a lawyer. 
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Senator Munpr. Before starting out to give legal advice to potential 
contributors to your committee had you ever discussed it with your 
$5,000 attorney, Mr. Forrest Jackson, who was hired to give you coun- 
sel? 

Mrs. Murreuy. I did not understand that question. 

Senator Munpr. Before you started on your legal career to give ad- 
vice to these people who came in and said, “Is this legal,” obviously 
you had to have an answer? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; I talked to Mr. Jackson. 

Senator Munpr. You talked to Mr. Jackson ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What did he tell you about the legality of it? 

Mrs. Murruy. He said I could accept contributions. 

Senator Munpr. He said you could accept contributions ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; he did. 

Senator Munpr. From people who were going to be recommended ? 

Mrs. Mureny. That were going to be and those already working. 

Senator Munpr. You asked him that question because he was on 
the payroll of the committee and he was a respectable attorney, and 
you wanted to find out about it in order to protect yourself? 

Mrs. Murrny. We discussed that matters as to what a committee- 
man could do, the things I could do and could not do. 

Senator Munpr. He told you that your operations were legal, and 
to go ahead with them ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. He knew how you had operated ¢ 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did he know about the instructions Mr. Rogers 
had given you, that you were to give recommendations only to people 
who made contributions ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. He probably knew about it, I don’t know he knew 
all about it. 

Senator Munpr. If you were getting legal advice you would nat- 
urally tell him what the situation was? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You made a clean breast of it and told him what 
you were doing? You weren't trying to hide anything from your 
attorney ? 

Mrs. Murry. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You told him the situation and he said, “O. K., 
that is legal according to my criteria?” 

Mrs. Murriy. Yes, sir. I didn’t think I was doing anything 
wrong, or I wouldn’t take the check. 

Senator Munpr. Absolutely not, if your attorney told you it was 
legal, I suppose you would have a right to accept your attorney’s 
advice. 

Mrs. Murrny. Mr. Moore told me they were using me in Jackson. 

Senator Munpt. Who? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Mr. Rogers, and the office in Jackson. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Moore told you that where? 

Mrs. Murrnuy. In Washington. 

Senator Munopr. In Washington ? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Munpr. He said Mr. Rogers was just using you to get 
money ? tt Se 
Mrs. Murpny. Yes. M1 
Senator Munpr. What did Mr. Moore think about the advice you I dot 
got from your committee attorney, who said it was perfectly legal / = 
Mrs. Murrry. Yes, sir—what did you say? pens 
Senator Munpr. What did Mr. Moore think about that? Did you his a¢ 
tell Mr. Moore? me 
Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; I did. if yo 
Senator Munpr. What did he say about that? us th 
Mrs. Murruy. He said it should not have been that way, that | M1 
should not have accepted contributions at a time when anyone was could 
securing a recommendation for work. for, a 
Senator Munpr. Then he disagreed with the counsel you got from ifIr 
Mr. Forrest Jackson ? Ser 
Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. not ¢ 
Senator Munpr. After you were served with a subpena from this exact 
committee, Mrs. Murphy, have you ever had a talk with Mr. Rogers? Mr 
Mrs. Murruy. Only one time. 7 Ser 
Senator Munpr. Only one time? you t 
Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. Mr 
Senator Munpr. Tell us about that conversation. Ser 
Mrs. Murruy. We had started home and Mr. Rogers stopped us Mr: 
and got in the car with us, and sat down and talked to us. Ser 
Senator Munpr. And by “we,” you mean your husband and Mr 
yourself ? ; and v 
Mrs. Murruy. Me and my husband. here 
Senator Munpr. Go ahead. Mr. ] 
Mrs. Murrny. Here in Jackson. tary « 
Senator Munpr. Go ahead. she si 
Mrs. Murpnuy. I spoke to him about the irregular way in which didn’t 
we had handled our business, the money matters. And he asked me the n 
not to tell the committee, you know, that he would not take checks. and s¢ 
Senator Munpr. He asked you not to tell us that he would not take An 
checks? her uy 
Mrs. Murpny. Yes, the committee here in Jackson, that he would on Su 
not take checks, and for me not to tell you all that he would not she sa 
take checks, and he told me not to tell you all that he paid me for back t 
selling the tickets. I es 
Senator Munpr. Not to tell us he was paying a commission to you to see 
for selling the tickets ? : him, 
Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir; a 25-percent commission. Sen 
Senator Munpr. Did he indicate why he did not want you to tell Mrs 
us the truth? r he wa 
Mrs. Murpuy. Well, he told me if I would do that, when they [| and w 
opened up the bank down here he would pay me, and pay me well, Sen 
that them SOB’s in Washington wasn’t going to get the money. Mrs 
Senator Munpr. You knew what he meant by that? ; Sen 
Mrs. Murpny. Yes; I knew what he meant by that. Mrs 
Senator Munpr. And so quoth the President, he used those same Sen 
initials recently. Mrs 
Did he indicate what would be his reaction if you ignored his Sen 
advice, if you went ahead and did tell us the truth? . this m 
Mrs. Murrny. Well, he said something about it. Mrs 
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Senator Munpr. What did he say? 

Mrs. Murrny. He spoke about it a good while, and he told me— 
I dont? remember what all he did say. 

Senator Munpr. Just tell us what he indicated to you might hap- 
pen to you or to your husband, or your rel: ationships, if you “ignored 
his advice and did tell this committee the truth. 

He told you what he would do for you in the form of a payment 
if you lied. Did he indicate what he might do to you if you told 
us the truth? 

Mrs. Murpuy. He said the bank was closed down there, and he 
couldn’t get the money, and he spoke about my tickets, that I paid 
for, and he was supposed to give me some money back for the tickets, 
if | returned them to him. 

Senator Munpr. What did he indicate would happen if you did 
not cooperate with him any further, and came out and told us the 
exact truth about it? 

Mrs. Murpuy. I don’t understand the question. 

Senator Munpr. What did he indicate would happen to you if 
you told us the full truth, as you saw it? 

* Mrs. Murrnry. Well, I have been afraid to tell the whole truth. 

Senator Munptr. W hy have you been afraid? 

Mrs. Murpny. I don’t remember what all he said. 

Senator Munpr. Why have you been afraid? 

Mrs. Murpuy. He asked me why did I go to see my attorney, 
and why did I go to Washington, and I told him I had been down 
here to Jackson several times and tried to see Mr. Jackson and 
Mr. Rogers, and I couldn’t see them. I called the office secre- 
tary on a Sunday and asked her when I could see Mr. Rogers, and 
she said, “You must come down here today.” And I told her I 
didn’t see how I could get down there that day, why not come down 
the next. day, and she said, “It is better that you come down today 
and see Mr. Rogers.” 

And I come down to Jackson, and the office was closed, and I called 
her up at her residence, and she asked me what was I doing in Jackson 
on Sunday, and I told her that she told me to come down today, and 
she said, well, she didn’t realize it was Sunday and for me to come 
back the next day. 

I came back the next day, and I did not see Mr. Rogers, and I tried 
to see Mr. Jackson. I heard he was in the building but I didn’t see 
him. 

Senator Munpr. Why not? 

Mrs. Mureny. I don’t know why. I didn’t see him, but I just heard 
he was in the building, and I tr ied to see him. Then I returned home 
and went to Ws ashington after that. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever talk with Mr. Jackson since then? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. No, sir: I never. 

Senator Munpr. Or with Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murpny. I spoke to him; I ‘spoke to him today. 

Senator Munpr. To whom ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Mr. Rogers, just “Good morning.” 

Senator Munpr. Yes; did you talk to him at any other time besides 
this morning ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. The time in the ear 
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Senator Munpr. In the car? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. When he was speaking to you in the car your hus- 
band was also present ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; he was present. 

Senator Munpr. Did he indicate that if you refused to continue 
cooperating with him that he might exercise this authority he had to 
have your husband removed from his job? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. Yes, sir; I was led to believe that. 

Senator Munpr. By Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murpuy. According to the conversation. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, part of his attempted intimida- 
tion was not only to bribe you with money if you went along with 
him, but also to have your husband removed if you refused to go 
along? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; I heard that Mr. Jackson had said that we 
had “spilled the beans.” [ Laughter. | 

Senator McCietian. That what? 

Mrs. Murpny. I heard Mr. Jackson say we had “spilled the beans.” 

Senator Munpr. You and your husband had “spilled the meee ¢ 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; “spilled the beans,” but he did not say it 
to me. 

Senator Munpr. The last time you talked with Mr. Jackson was 
when he advised you that your operations were completely legal ? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I think that is all. 

Senator Horr. Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mrs. Murphy, where did this conversation take 
place that you had with Mr. Rogers, when he told you not to tell 
the truth? 

Mrs. Mourpny. In Jackson, in our car. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Where was your car parked ? 

Mrs. Mureuy. It was parked over back of the Century Building. 
on that street. I don’t know the name of the street. 

Mr. Franacan. And that conversation took place after you had 
been served with a subpena by this committee ? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir; and it was after I had talked to this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Fianacan. Who was in the car with you, other than Mr. Rogers’! 

Mrs. Murpny. C. V.,my husband. 

Mr. FranaGan. Your husband was with you at that time? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FiranaGan. And did Mr. Rogers do any other threatening than 
to take your husband's job away ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Sir? 


Mr. FuanaGan. Did Mr. Rogers threaten to do anything else, other 
than to take your husband’s job away from him if you did tell the 


truth in this case? 
Mrs. Murpuy. Well, he spoke about if we told everything we knew 
we probably would go to the penitentiary. 


Mr. Fuanacan. Did he say you would go to the penitentiary, or 


he would go to the penitentiary ¢ 
Mrs. Murpry. That we all would go. 
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Mr. FuanaGan. That you all would go to the penitentiary ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; if you attempted to buy a job, that is the 
way I understood it. 

Mr. Franacan. Mrs. Murphy, when you first became engaged i 
recommending postal employees, or people for postal jobs, ‘and a 
lecting money from them, what conversations did you have with Mr. 
Rogers as to how much money you should attempt to collect from each 
one of these people vou would recommend ? 

Mrs. Murpny. He knew about the salaries of each person that was 
to be recommended, where there was appointments. I don’t know 
how he found that out, but he had a little book there, probably, with 
the classes in it, and the rates of rural routes, probably, I don’t know. 
I know that I know about what the rural routes paid. He didn’t 
have to tell me, I already knew about it. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did he tell you to collect a certain percentage of 
the salary ¢ 

Mrs. Murreny. Well, it seems like he expected a certain percent of 
the salary. 

Mr. FranaGan. What percent of each salary did he expect ? 

Mrs. Mureuy. Well, I would say about a month or 2 months’ work. 

Mr. Fuanacan. About a month or 2 months’ salary ? 

Mrs. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Rogers tell you that he expected you to 
obtain a month or 2 months’ sal: ary from each person that you would 
recommend ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. He led me to believe they should make that contri- 
bution, but most of the people already knew how much of a contri- 
bution to make, most of them had already been down here to Jackson. 
I only accepted one contribution away from my home; the rest of 
them came to my house. 

Mr. Kerr, he had been down to Jackson, and I notice he didn’t say 
thing about it a while ago. Who he saw I don’t know. He told me 
he had been to Jackson. 

Mr. Bingham had been to Jackson several times. 

And Mr. Green said he had written down to Mr. Hood. 

It seems like they already knew how much of a contribution to 
make, 

Mr. Fuanacan. So far as you knew, all of these people that came 
to you were sent by Mr. Rogers, were they not / 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir. I didn’t know the people. I didn’t know 
they wanted a position; I didn’t know they had been to some different 
iu lace. 

Mr. Franacan. You were just the collector / 

Mrs. Mureny. It looked like it. 

Mr. Fuanagan. Did Mr. Rogers ever ask you to determine the po- 
litical qualifications of the people who were going to be appointed 
to these jobs? 

Mrs. Murenuy. Well, not so much. 

Mr. Firanacan. What did he ever say about the political qualifica- 
tions of the es who were going to be : appointed ? 

Mrs. Murpny. I don’t remember him asking me about the political 
situation. 
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Mr. Fianacan. Did he ever tell you to recommend only persons 
that believed in the same political philosophy as the committee did / 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; 1 don’t remember that. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did he ever tell you that your politics did not make 
any difference ? 

Mrs. Murruy. Well, politics was never discussed so much. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ask Mr. Rogers whether you could appoint 
people, no matter what their political beliefs might be? 

Mrs. Murpeuy. Speaking down at Meridian, Mr. Jackson said for 
us to help people that scratched their backs—the ones that scratched 
our backs, we were to help them. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In other words, Mr. Jackson said, “If they will 
scratch our backs, we will scratch theirs” ¢ 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. That was it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Rogers ever say anything about the politi- 
cal aspects of these appointees ? 

Mrs. Mureny. No, sir; not tome. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did Mr. Jackson mean by back scratching? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Well, I really don’t know. I guess he meant if some- 
body made a contribution and then asked for a job, to go ahead and 
recommend him. Now, I don’t know what he meant, unless that was 
it, if they made a contribution it would be all right to recommend 
them for a job, if there was a vacancy. 

Wouldn’t you think that? 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is what you gathered ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir; that is what I gathered. 

Mr. Fianacan. Now, at the times that you had these conversations 
with Mr. Rogers, with regard to how you were going to conduct this 
operation, was your husband present with you ? 

Mrs. Murpeny. He probably was present sometime, but seldom. 

Senator McC.Lettan. May I ask one more question: 

Mrs. Murphy, as I understood you, you would make your recom- 
mendations principally in telephone conversations to Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murreuy. Yes, sir; I would. 

Senator McCLe.xan. At the time that you would recommend a per- 
son, or ask the committee to recommend him for an appointment, 
would you report to them in the same conversation the amount of the 
contribution they had made or agreed to make ? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. No, sir. 

Senator McCLetxan. You did not report the amount of the contri- 
bution at that time in the telephone conversation ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir; he advised me not to do that over the tele- 
phone. 

Senator McCre.ian. He advised you not to make any statement 
like that over the telephone? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrietian. Is that correct? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCuetitan. And you carried out those instructions also! 

Mrs. Murpuy. I did. 

Senator McCietian. But you immediately, you say—I believe you 

said you tried the following day to go down and make the report 
and pay the money? 

Mrs. Mureny. I did. 
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Senator McCieiuan. So it was understood, and he knew that when 
you called and recommended someone that there had been a con- 
tribution or promise of one? 

Mrs. Murrnuy. Yes, sir; most of them. 

Senator Munpr. Mrs. Murphy, you mentioned a meeting at 
Meridian. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. At which your legal counsel, Forrest Jackson, laid 
down that interesting legal axiom that if they scratched our backs 
we will scratch theirs. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I don’t remember your saying, but what was the 
nature of that meeting? 

Mrs. Murrpuy. I don’t remember so much —— the meeting. I 

imagine you all oe about meeting, more than I do. 

Senator Munpr. I had not heard about a meeting at Meridian. 
What was the nature of the meeting. Was that the meeting where 
you were first appointed ? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. It was at that meeting where you got those legal 
instructions ¢ 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I have one other question: Speaking just as one 
member of the committee, Mr. Chairman, I want to say that I do 
not want to come a thousand miles and spend 3 days with the pretty 
busy time in the Senate, to have this committee imposed upon by 
perjurous testimony, and I don’t know whether Mr. Debrow or Mr. 
Ayres lied to the committee. I know one of them lied. I don’t 
know whether Mrs. Murphy or Mr. Watson lied to the committee, 
but I know somebody lied. 

Now, I want to ask you this question: Suppose Mr. Rogers now 
comes up before your committee and says to us, “Mrs. Murphy never 
gave me any of that money, she kept it herself.” Did you ever get 
any receipts from Mr. Rogers for these cash payments, so you could 
protect yourself? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir; I never did receive any receipt. 

Senator Munpr. Did you mi ake these cash payments in the presence 
of anybody else, so Mr. Rogers could not deny it ? 

Mrs. Mureny. Well, Mr. Monroe Williamson was there- 

Senator Munpr. Who was there? 

Mrs. Murpny. Mr. Monroe Williamson. 

Senator Munpr. Who is he? 

Mrs. Murer. He worked in the office there. 

Senator Munpr. He worked at the office, and he saw you give the 
money in cash over to Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Mcurpny. And Miss Yelverton: yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever slip any money to Mr. 
secretly, so that he could deny it was given to him in the 
of others? 

Mrs. Murpuy. One time when I carried $600 I called that morning 
and made an appointment with Mr. Rogers, and they told me to get 

there before he left for Washington, and I got there and Mr. William- 
son told Mr. Rogers it was 20 minutes before the plane was due, and I 
gave him the S600, and he came out the door. 
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Senator Munpr. In the presence of Mr. Williamson ? 

Mrs. Murruy. And he put it in his pocket. 

Senator Munpr. Which payment was that? 

Mrs. Mureuy. From Mr. Palmer. 

Senator Munpr. That was the money from Palmer in payment for 
his postmastership ? 

Mrs. Murruy. in: sir. A contribution; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mrs. Murphy, I understand that you began work- 
ing with the Mississippi Democratic Committee sometime about last 
March? 

Mrs. Murreny. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Was there any time prior to the beginning of this 
investigation that you felt that you wanted to get out of this business? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you tell Mr. Rogers you wanted to get out of 
this business ? 

Mrs. Murrny. Well, I discussed the matter when I begin hearing 
them speak about postal employees getting fired, and I began to think 
I should get out of it, and take the results, but it seems like that Mr. 
Rogers wanted me to continue on with the work. He kept calling me, 
and sending me letters, and wanting me to come down to the office, 
and he wanted me to refer a few people to him. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Well, did you ever come right out and tell Mr. 
Rogers you wanted nothing more to do with that ? 

Mr. Murpuy. No, sir; I didn’t never write any letters. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Did you ever tell him you w: anted to get out of it’ 

Mrs. Murreny. Yes, sir; I have told him that. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did he say when you told him that? 

Mr. FuanaGan. Well, he said I wasn’t doing anything wrong, that 
C. V. was not going to get fired, and for me to go ahead, he would 
refer people to me, folks near at home there. 

Mr. Firanacan. That is all the questions I have. 

Senator McCrettan. Mr. Chairman, I believe—I am not sure of 
this, but I believe Mr. and Mrs. Murphy have an attorney present 
with them, and if that is so I would like for the record to show 
that, and to have him identified so that the record discloses that 
fact. 

Senator Hory. Will you give your name, sir? 

Mr. Rincotp. My name is Rupert Ringold, Winona, Miss., attorney. 

Senator Hory. You are representing both Mr. and Mrs. Murphy? 

Mr. Rrncorp. That is correct. 

Senator McCre.ian. I would like the record to show that he has 
been present all the time during this testimony of Mr. and Mrs. 
Murphy. 

Senator Hory. The record may so show. 

Senator Munpr. You have not said very much about your con- 
tacts with any other member of the committee, except Mr. Rogers 
and Mr. Jackson. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 


Senator Munpr. Did you also have a conference with Mr. Mize 


about your seer 
Mrs. Murpuy. No; I did not. 
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Senator Munpr. You did not? 

Mrs. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you have any conferences with Mr. Hood? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. The only two people from whom you took advice 
was Mr. Jackson and Mr. Rogers? 

Mrs. Murruy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I would like to ask you one other question, be- 
cause I don’t like to see people get into trouble. This world is full 
of a lot of trouble, and I would like to see everybody keep out of 
trouble, and perjury is a pretty serious offense. We have people in 
the Federal penitentiaries because of it. 

Clearly in the hearings down here, unless the Department of Jus- 
tice in Washington becomes grossly negligible, they have an obli- 
gation to follow through to find out who has been lying to this 
committee. 

Would you care to tell the committee whether your attorney ad- 
vised you about the laws of perjury, so that you understand them? 
I mean your present attorney. 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. He has? 

Mrs. Murpuy. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So you are fully aware of the penalty that is in- 
volved if it were to be proved that you were falsifying under oath? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Thank you. 

Mr. Franacan. I just want to ask you about this one other mat- 
ter: I notice these checks given to you by Mr. Watson in the amount 
of $350 and the other in the amount of $30, that there was no payee 
on the checks, that the name of the person to whom the check was 
payable was left blank. Did you ask Mr. Watson to do that ? 

Mrs. Murruy. What was blank? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Well, here is a check dated January 29, 1951, signed 
by Mr. Watson, and the check is in the amount of $350, and you “had 
filled in, or someone else had filled in the name of the person to whom 
the check was payable? 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. It is made out to G. A. Austin. 

Mrs. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FuranaGan. Why was that done in that manner? 

Mrs. Murrnuy. Well, I really don’t recall that matter, but he helped 
me sell some tickets, and at that time I did have a bone felon, and 
I did not write very much, but I would not say why his name was 
in there, my brother did help me sell some tickets, but he didn’t help 
sell many tickets. 

Mr. Fianacan. You don’t know why his name is there or how it 
got there? 

Mrs. Murrny. No, sir; I don’t recall. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Then I notice that the second check in the amount 
of $30 is filled in with the name of Mrs. C. V. Murphy. Did you put 
the name of the payee on that check? 

Mrs. Murriry. Well, I don’t recall; I imagine I did. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Did you tell Mr. Watson to leave the payee blank? 

Mrs. Murpny. No, sir. 
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Mr. Franacan. Why did he leave it blank ? 

Mrs. Mureny. I don’t remember why he did. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Will you look at those two checks and see who 
wrote the names of the payees in? 

Mrs. Mureuy. Yes, sir; it probably is my handwriting. 

Mr. FLuanacan. What did you say, Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mrs. Murpuy. I endorsed this check, one of them. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I am asking you about the payee on the face of 
the check. 

Mrs. Mureny. That is C. V.’s writing, I think. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is your husband’s writing ? 

Mrs. Murrpuy. Yes. That was the time I had a felon on my finger 
and I think that was the time he wrote the check. I was going to 
the doctor. I think there was something wrong with my finger. 

Mr. Fianacan. Mr. Murphy, did you write those names on those 
checks ¢ 

Mrs. Murruy. It looks like his writing. 

Mr. Murpuy. That looks kind of like it is. I don’t know about 
the other one. 

Mr. Ftanacan. Step up, Mr. Murphy, and speak up. 

Mr. Murrny. I say I think these two look like it is. I don’t really 
know about this one. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You don’t know who put the name of Austin in 
there? 

Mr. Murry. Sir? 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you write the name of your brother-in-law on 
that check ? 

Mr. Murreny. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Fuianacan. Is it your writing? 

Mr. Murrny. I don’t think it is. 

Mr. Firanacan. Can you tell your writing? 

Mr. Mureny. I think this one is. 

Senator Munpr. You know your own handwriting. Take a look 
at it. Is it your handwriting? That is one thing everybody should 
know. 

Mr. Murrny. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Fianacan. Whose endorsement is it on the back of this check ? 

Mr. Murruy. This here is mine. 

Mr. FuanaGan. This one, this endorsement—whose endorsement is 
that on the back? 

Mr. Murpuy. I think that is his. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you write that? Is this in your handwriting, 
“G. A. Austin’? 

Mrs. Murpny. It could be, but I don’t know. 

Mr. Firanacan. You say it could be, but you don’t recall ? 

Mrs. Murpnuy. No, sir; I don’t recall. 

Mr. Fuanacan. QO. K. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Murphy, you may exchange seats with Mrs. 
Murphy so that you will be before the microphone. 

Mrs. Murruy. Are you through with me? 

Senator Horry. Yes. Step aside. 

Mr. Murphy, you are the husband of Mrs. Murphy, who has just 
been on the stand ? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Horny. How long have you been a rural free delivery 


carrier ? 


Mr. Mureny. Twenty-six years. 

Senator Hory. Mrs. Murphy is very active in the Democratic Party, 
isn’t she? 

Mr. Murpuy. It seems that she is—has been. 

Senator Hory. I believe you are a Republican, aren’t you? 

Mr. Murruy. Absolutely am. 

Senator Horry. So that your family represents both sides? 

Mr. Murrny. Sir? 

Senator Hory. I say, so your family represents both sides? 

Mr. Mureny. It looks like it does. The only thing I know I am a 
Republican all right. 

Senator Hory. You have cooperated rather fully, however, with 
Mrs. Murphy in raising these contributions for the Democrats, 
haven’t you ? 

Mr. Mureny. Not so much. 

Senator Hory. Just how much? 

Mr. Murpny. Just a very little. 

Senator Hory. Very little? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Haven’t you discussed the proposition with these 
various applicants for office ? 

Mr. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. With reference to endorsements? 

Mr. Murpny. Well, you take it this way. They would come down 
tothe home. Naturally, I wouldn’t run off just like that. Just like 
that gang came from Calhoun there. There wasn’t anybody but me 
there and I treated them a little courteously. 

Senator Hory. Haven’t you discussed practically all these cases 
with the applicants, both with reference to the amount of contribu- 
tions they would make and with reference to the endorsements to be 
given ¢ 

Mr. Murpnry. Absolutely none. 

Senator Hory. W ell, you have been with Mrs. Murphy on a number 
of cases, haven’t you? 

Mr. Murrnuy. A few times. 

Senator Hoey. Were you present when she had conversations in the 
car at Jackson with Mr. Curtis Rogers? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Will you tell us what transpired then? 

Mr. Murruy. Well, as we were down here trying to see Forrest and 
it looks like we failed, Beasley comes up at the hotel here and said 
Mr. Rogers wanted to see me. I said, “We have been trying to see 
him and couldn’t, but we will see him.” So we came up to the office 
and told him we would meet him out there back of the Century Build- 
ing. 

_ He got in the car and sat there for about 45 minutes or an hour talk- 
ing about this stuff, and he said, “This damn committee has took over 
the bank account there” and he said, “Whenever this thing is over with 
[ will pay you all for all these tickets you had to lose and had to refund, 
I will pay you well when this thing is over with. The sons of bitches 
in Washington aren’t going to get t anything. ” Is that what you want? 
Senator Hory. Well, give the facts. Go right ahead. 
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Mr. Murry. And he wanted to know why in the hell we hired a 
lawyer? And I said, “Well, if this thing gets a little bit hotter I am 
going to hire three lawyers.” 

Senator Hory. What else did he say? 

Mr. Mureny. That was what he talked about. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, he talked to both of you when he said 
he would get this money out of the bank account, and so forth? 

Mr. Murrny. Oh, yes. He said, “Of course, when you get up to the 
committee and testify you go up there and testify that you never did 
draw a thing and didn’t receive a thing in the world and when this 
is over I will pay you.” And she s said, “Mr. Rogers, I would be 
ashamed to go up there and tell them I did all this work for nothing,” 
when the record shows she sold $1,800 worth of tickets. I think that 
was about all the talk. I think that was a pretty good job. 

Senator Hory. I agree with you. Go ahead and tell whatever else 
Mr. Rogers said next to you and your wife. 

Mr. Mureuy. Well, she came up here and has worked for 11 monthis 
and got nothing. 

Senator Hory. Did he say what would happen if you came up here 
and told what you knew about it? 

Mr. Murpny. He didn’t say anything. 

Senator Hory. What did he say would happen in the event that you 
did not tell all this? 

Mr. Morpry. Sir? 

Senator Hory. What did he say would happen with reference to 
refunding the money, and so forth, if the matter was left open? 

Mr. Murpny. I can’t understand you. 

Senator Hory. What did he state with reference to the tickets, 
whether or not he would return the money for the tickets? 

Mr. Murpnuy. Well, he said when the thing got over with he would 
pay us more than that for our trouble. 

Senator Hory. Did he say how much he was going to pay you when 
it was over with regardless of what you testified to here ? 

Mr. Mourreuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did me make any condition about what you testified ? 

Mr. Murpuy. Well, he didn’t say if we came up here and told the 
truth about it, he didn’t say what he would do. 

Senator Horry. If you told the truth you were given no promises! 

Mr. Murpny. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Did he say anything about what would happen to 
him and you and the others if you did tell the truth ? 

Mr. Moureny. We would probably all go to the penitentiary or 
something like that. I just don’t remember how it was worded. 

Senator Hory. Were you troubled about the possibility of losing 
your job several months ago? 

Mr. Mourrny. Absolutely. That is the reason I have paid $700 to 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee and I have got the cancelled 
check to show for it. 

Senator Hory. You paid $700? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator Hory. To whom did you pay it ? 

Mr. Murpenuy. To Mr. Rogers. At different times. Some of them 
was for tickets. 

Senator Hory. You mean your turned in $700? 
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Mr. Murpuy. Yes. Of course, there was a whole lot of that for 
tickets that I bought. 

Senator Hory. Did you buy the tickets yourself or sell them / 

Mr. Murpny. I bought some myself : and gave them away. 

Senator Hory. And you were doing it because you were trying to 
make secure your position / 

Mr. Murpnuy. I was afraid that something would go wrong. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any information that you might lose 
your job, or that Mr. Rogers could have you fired and you lose your 
job? 

Mr. Murpuy. I knew he could have me fired. 

Senator Hory. Did you make these contributions and sell these 
tickets and deliver this money in an effort to hold your job? 

Mr. Murrny. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you felt like it was necessary to do it in order 
to keep your job? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you did turn over something like $700 that 
represented either your contributions or sales? 

Mr. Murpny. Tickets and donations and all. I donated $600 to 
Abernethy’s campaign. 

Senator Hory. Was that in connection with any office ? 

Mr. Murpnuy. Sir? 

Senator Hory. When did you make that donation ? 

Mr. Murpny. The first time he ran for Congressman. 

Senator Hory. That was several years ago? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you did that as a safety measure, did you 4 

Mr. Murrny. A Republican in Mississippi is like a snowball in hell. 

Senator Hory. You felt that the contribution of $600 would be some 
protection ¢ 

Mr. Murpuy. Sir? 

Senator Hory. You felt that the contribution of $600 would be some 
protection ? 

Mr. Murrpny. I know it was because he carried it to Washington 
with him. 

Senator Hory. Did you hear the conversation with Mr. Watson, 
or did you have any conversation with him ? 

Mr. Murruy. I didn’t have any. 

Senator Hory. Who did have any? 

Mr. Murruy. My wife. 

Senator Hory. Were you present when Mr. Watson made a contri- 
bution of $3502 

Mr. Murpny. It was my understanding that he made a donation. 

Senator Hory. What? Is was your understanding that he made a 
donation ? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator Hory. You were present, then, when he gave a check for 
SF B50 2 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

aan ator Hory. Were you present when he gave another check for 

$30) 


Mr. Murpny. Yes. 
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Senator Hory. What was your understanding about that? 
Mr. Mureny. I understood it was for two tickets. 
Senator Hory. Do you recall that Mr. Watson gave four checks for 

$30 each, in addition to these dated ahead ? 

Mr. Murruy. I don’t know a thing about it. 

Senator Hory. Did that ever occur in your presence? 

Mr. Morpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall a conversation in which Mrs. Murphy 
and you in the presence of Mr. Watson said that she would have this 
job for $2,000 and that he would like to get located at Stewart since 
he had planned to get located there? 

Mr. Mvrpuy. I didn’t hear anything said like that. He said the 
Calhoun City will pay $2,000. 

Senator Hory. He told you that? 

Mr. Mureny. That he understood that. 

Senator Hory. You said you didn’t have any conversation with him 
with reference to getting a route at Stewart? 

Mr. Murruy. Who, me? 

Senator Horry. Yes. 

Mr. Murpuy. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did he have any conversation with your wife in 
that respect ? 

Mr. Murpuy. I believe he told one day down there that he lost the 
Calhoun City route and he moved up to Stewart to try to get that one. 

Senator Horry. When the conversation occurred was that the time 
the $350 check was given ? 

Mr. Mureny. I think that was afterward. 

Senator Hory. Coming back to the $2,000, do you say that you did 
not hear any conversation between Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Watson in 
which the agreement was made that he was to pay $2,000 for this job! 

Mr. Murrny. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And that he paid $350 cash and then $30 a month 
for 5 months from July 1 and then after the temporary appointment 
was made $50 a month up until the permanent appointment and $100 
a month until the whole $2,000 had been paid ? 

Mr. Murrny. I never heard anything like that. 

Senator Hory. You never heard any conversation like that ? 

Mr. Murpny. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Murphy, the $750 which you paid you paid 
to Mr. Rogers; is that right ? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes, sir. Of course, it was donations and tickets 
over a period of all this time this thing has been running, about a year 
and a half. 

Senator Munpr. I thought you paid the $750 in a series of checks. 
You paid him by check, did you? 

Mr. Murrnry. Checks and cash. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have the canceled checks? 

Mr. Murry. Some of them I have. 

Senator Munptr. How many do you have? 

Mr. Movrpny. I don’t have them with me. 

Senator Munpr. They were made out to Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Mvrruy. Yes, the Democratic committee. 
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Senator Munpr. In what bank do you have an account ? 

Mr. Moreuy. The Bank of Winona. 

Senator Munpr. How many checks do you think you have, canceled 
checks with the signature of Mr. Rogers?’ 

Mr. Murreny. I counted them up. Ninety tickets sold. It would 
be about $700. 

Senator Munpr. In checks? 

Mr. Moureny. In checks and cash. 

Senator Munpr. In checks and cash ? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever pay any money to Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Mourpny. I don’t even know him. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t know Mr. Hood at all? 

Mr. Mureny. No. 

Senator Munpr. When you paid this money to Mr. Rogers did you 
have any understanding with him or with any member of the commit- 
tee that you could get back any part of it in any way? 

Mr. Murray. No. 

Senator Munpr. That was not to come back to you? 

Mr. Moureny. No. 

Senator Munpr. Did you have any understanding that in con- 
sequence of your payment you were going to be permitted to make 
recommendations for other people? 

Mr. Murpuy. I don’t believe I understood you. 

Senator Munpr. Did you have any understanding with Mr. Rogers 
that for this $750 donation that you had made you and your wife 
would be permitted to make recommendations for jobs? 

Mr. Murpny. Oh, no, that was tickets and all. There wasn’t any 
understanding like that. 

Senator Munpr. Do you recall a delegation from Oakland that came 
and talked to you about the postmastership there? 

Mr. Murpuy. Yes, sir. They came down to talk to her and she 
wasn’t there and they talked to me. 

Senator Munpr. Do you recall the protests they made about the 
appointment of Mr. Green as postmaster ? 

Mr. Mourpny. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Do you recall taking one of the members of that 
delegation into your back yard and talking with him alone? 

Mr. Murpny. Well, Mr. White from Oakland took me back there. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. White from Oakland took you back there? 

Mr. Murrny. He wanted to make a donation and I said I haven't 
got anything to do with that, in accepting contributions. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. White wanted to make a donation? 

Mr. Mureny. Yes. 

Senator Munpt. For what purpose? 

Mr. Murpuy. To keep Mr. Green from getting it. 

Senator Munpr. He wanted to make a donation to keep Mr. Green 
from getting it? 

Mr. Murpny. That is right. 

Senator Munprt. Did you talk with him about the postmaster who 
was recommended by the delegation ? 

Mr. Murpny. A little bit. vy told them that they have the wrong 
horse when they were talking to me. He said, “We want to talk to 
you.” T said, “I will be glad to.” 
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Senator Munpr. Did you ask them whether this postmaster whom 
they recommended had requested that they keep quiet, not talk too 
much / 

Mr. Murrny. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. They didn’t say anything like that at all ? 

Mr. Murrny. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever talk to anybody else other than Mr. 
Green about the postmaster’s job at Oakland? 

Mr. Murpuy. I didn’t talk to Mr. Green about the post office. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever talk to anybody except this delega- 
tion ? 

Mr. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know a man by the name of L. A. Walker? 
Mr. Murry. When she went up there to check into the qualifica 
tions and everything of Mr. Green I walked into a barber shop there 
because I know you can get all the information at the barber shop and 
she asked Mr. Walker, “Do you know Mr. Elmer Green?” He said, 
“Yes, 1 do. He is running a gyp joint over there,” and we had investi- 
gated there and found that he wanted the post office himself and after 
finding out that he was seventy years old she couldn’t recommend him, 
if she was up there investigating Mr. Green, she couldn’t appoint Mr. 

Walker. 

Senator Munpr. Any discussion with Mr. Walker then ? 

Mr. Murruy. No, sir; absolutely not. 

Senator Munpr. On that visit either by you or Mrs. Murphy? 

Mr. Murrny. She couldn't have anything to do with putting any- 
body into office that old. 

Senator Munpr. How old is he? 

Mr. Murreny. Oh, 75 years. I think Mrs. Murphy checked on Mr. 
Green and she found that he was a 10-point veteran, a thirty-second 
degree Mason, and deacon in the Baptist Church and she thought that 
he qualified himself. 

Senator Munpr. He made a contribution, didn’t he? 

Mr. Mureny. I don’t know anything about that, other than that I 
understand $30 after he went to work. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan ? 

Senator McC.ettan. There has been some elomeny here regard- 
ing a meeting with a Mr. Gary and someone else, I don’t rec ‘all the 
other name—Bingham, some time recently, at which time you and 
your wife met them somewhere. 

Mr. Murruy. Tom Nolan. 

Senator Munpr. Were you present at that meeting, at that con- 
ference ¢ 

Mr. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietnan. What day did that occur? 

Mr. Murrny. I wouldn’t say positively. As well as I remember it 
the week before last one night. I wouldn’t say 

Senator McCietian. What time of ~ did you meet? 

Mr. Murrny. About 10 o’clock, 10: 

Senator McCrieiian. Did you hear i conversation ? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes, sir. 
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Senator McCLe.ian. Did you hear all of the conversation that was 
had by either both with your wife and you? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Will you relate the conversation to this com- 
mittee just as you heard it? 

Mr. Murruy. Yes. 

Senator McCie.zan. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Murrny. Well, Mr. Bingham said that we ought to hire Mr. 
Gary, he can straighten everything out. 

Senator McCuetian. Is he an attorney ? 

Mr. Murrny. Yes, and campaign manager for Abernethy. 

Senator McCietxan. Relate the full conversation. 

Mr. Mureny. Paul just came out there by himself in the car and 
said W. D. had a lot of affidavits. 

Senator McCietxan. Is that Bingham? 

Mr. Murrny. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietxan. All right; proceed. 

Mr. Murpny. And that if we hired W. D. he could get the thing 
all straightened out and get all the affidavits out. She told him that 
she wouldn't hire him at all regardless of how many affidavits he had. 

Senator McC.e.t.an. This was an effort to get your wife to employ 
an attorney and pay a fee of $5,000 for him to represent her in this 
case, in this hearing? 

Mr. Mureuy. That is right. If it had been $50 we probably would 
have hired him, but $5,000, we couldn’t. 

Senator McCieiian. I understand. But, at any rate, what I am 
trying to determine is whether they were simply soliciting legal busi- 
ness or if they were undertaking to obstruct justice here and prevent 
you from telling the truth down here. 

Mr. Murruy. I just don’t know. 

Senator McCieLtan. You don’t know? 

Mr. Murruy. I don’t know what they thought. 

Senator McCreiitan. But they did refer to the $5,000 as attorney 
fees ¢ 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator McCietLan. And you refused to pay that and your wife 
refused to pay them ? 

Mr. Mureny. It wasn’t only them. It was just him. 

Senator McCiettan. Who? That was Gary ? 

Mr. Mureuy. That was what Paul Bingham said. 

Senator McCietian. Is Bingham an attorney? 

Mr. Murruy. No, sir. 

Senator McC Letitan. Well, he was soliciting the business for Gary ? 

Mr. Murreuy. He is one of these appointees they made. He is a 
temporary rural carrier they have up there. 

Senator McCuettan. Bingham got one of the appointments for a 
rural mail carrier job? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator McCievitan. He was talking there at that time in the 
interest of Gary, to get your wife to employ Gary as her attorney and 
to pay a fee of "$5,000 2 

Mr. Murrny. Yes. 

Senator McCieian. Is there anything else you can tell about that 
conversation ¢ 
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Mr. Murpuy. That ended it when she said she wasn’t going to pay 


it. 


Senator McCietian. Was Gary present and did Gary hear the 
conversation ¢ 

Mr. M'creny. He wasn’t in the car when Bingham said it, I know 
that. 

Senator McCie.uian. Did he later come to the car? 

Mr. Murpuy. He later came to the car. There wasn’t anything 
more said about it. 

Senator McCietitan. After Gary came to the car this matter was 
not discussed any further? 

Mr. Murpny. That is right. Bingham said that it was all over 
with, it looked like, something like that. 

Senator McCietitan. Was that Gary ? 

Mr. Murpuy. No, Bingham. 

Senator McCie.ttan. Who made the statement that “It is all over 
with”? 

Mr. Murenuy. Bingham. 

Senator McCreitian. Bingham made the statement to Gary or to 
you or to your wife? 

Mr. Murpeny. To all of us. 

Senator McCrieixan. To all of you? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator McCLeLttan. What was discussed; what else was discussed 
after he made that statement in the presence of Gary ¢ 

Mr. Mourpuy. That about ended the conversation. 

Senator McCieiian. That ended the conversation ? 

Mr. Murpnuy. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. You left then and went home? 

Mr. Murruy. They went one way and we went the other way. 

Senator McCieiian. You do not recall anything else that was said? 

Mr. Murpny. Well, now, I do believe Bingham said he was just 
going to let the whole thing go, as far as he was concerned. 

Senator McCretian. He was just going to let the whole thing go, 
as far as he was concerned. In other words, let the truth be told? 

Mr. Murrny. I don’t know what he was talking about. 

Senator McCietian. All right, that is all. 

Senator Munpr. Did Gary get into the car with you and Mrs 
Murphy and Mr. Bingham? 

Mr. Murpny. What is that? 

Senator Munpr. Did Gary get into the car with you and Mrs. 
Murphy and Mr. Bingham ? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes: we sat there together. 

Senator Munpr. He got into the car? 

Mr. Murpny. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. So that there were four of you in the car with 
Gary. All that was said was that the whole thing is closed and they 
got out of the car? 

Mr. Mourrny. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. He was in the car about 30 seconds? 

Mr. Mureny. He was in the car about 30 seconds? 

Senator Munpr. How long was he in the car? 

Mr. Murrny. He was in there a good bit by himself but then when 
the both of them got in 
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Senator Munpr. How long were they both in the car? 

Mr. Murpny. About 3 or 4 minutes. 

Senator Munpr. Then there must have been more than “It is all 
over with” in 3 or 4 minutes. 

Mr. Murpuy. He said it was all over with as far as he was con- 
cerned the last part of it. 

Senator Mu _ What did Gary say? 

Mr. Murpny. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. What did he have to say the little bit that he 
did say ? 

Mr. Murreuy. He said there wasn’t anything that amounted to 
anything, the little bit of it, but he said it might. That is all that 
was said. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. That is all, Mr. Murphy. 

We will take a recess until 2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:40 p. m., Tuesday, April 10, 1951, the hearing 
was recessed to 2 p. m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator Hory. Come to order, please. 

Mr. W. D. Gary, will you come forward please, and raise your right 
hand? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you shall give in 
this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 


truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Gary. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF W. D..GARY, EUPORA, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Gary, will you give to the court reporter your 
name, your address, and your occupation ? 

Mr. Gary. W. D. Gary. I live at Eupora, Miss. I am an attorney 
for the Veterans’ Administration, and represent the Office of Deputy 
Creditors Association, that is the lending agency. 

Senator Hory. How long have you held this position ? 

Mr. Gary. With the ODC A?’ 

Senator Hory. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Gary. One year, about 1 year. 

Senator Hory. And your regular place of practice is where, sir ? 

Mr. Gary. At Eupora, Miss. 

Senator Hory. You are engaged in general practice in addition to 
performing these other duties? 

Mr. Gary. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Gary, there is some evidence given here about 
statements made to Mr. and Mrs. Murphy about a visit which you 
and Mr. Bingham seem to have made, and I wish you would give us 
the facts, just what you know about it, what you said, and what you 
did, 

Mr. Gary. I was sitting in the back when she made the statement. 
Did she say that I offered to take $5,000, or Mr. Bingham? What was 
the set-up on that? 
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Senator Horry. I understood she said Mr. Bingham, but I am not 
sure. That is my recollection. 

Mr. Gary. Yes, sir. 

To begin with, Mr. Bingham was summonsed about 2 or 3 weeks 
ago, and he was summonsed in front of my office, at which time the 
investigators attempted to talk to him. I think he told me that he 
told them anything he had to say he would say later on, and would 
not say anything at that time and place. 

So he approached me about the matter. 

Senator Hory. Was Mr. Bingham one of the people who had gotten 
an appointment ? 

Mr. Gary. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. For what position ? 

Mr. Gary. For rural mail carrier. 

Senator Hory. At what place? 

Mr. Gary. Eupora. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Gary. And he approached me about the matter, and I very 
frankly told him that the only thing that he could do would be to lay 
his cards on the table, and he said he was not satisfied with that. He 
then got mad at me about the situation, and said it looked like I was 
working against him. 

He said he wanted to talk to Mr. Abernethy, that was Congressman 
Abernethy, who was coming home in about 2 or 3 weeks, or something 
like that, or about a week, I believe, and he was to hold a conference 
with anybody who wanted to see him at my office in Eupora, which 
he put into the paper in each county, that anybody that wanted to 
consult him there could do so. Eupora was the center of the district 
and they could come there and he would be there until everyone who 
wanted to see him got their chance. 

Senator Hory. That was about any public matter? 

Mr. Gary. Yes, sir. 

So Mr. Bingham then waited until Mr. Abernethy came, and about 
6 o’clock he came into the office, and I think Mr. Abernethy had two 
or three more people to see from out of town. Then he called Mr. 
Bingham into the office and asked him what he wanted, and Mr. 
Bingham told him. Then he called me into the office. 

We went over the matter with Mr. Bingham, and Mr. Abernethy ad 
vised him—well he didn’t advise him, but he said, “Paul, I am not 
going to advise you”—that is Paul Bingham, he calls him Paul be- 

cause they were raised together—and he said, “Paul, I am not going to 
advise of anything, but Tam going to say this, that if Tom Abernethy 
were in your shoes he would go and get in his car Monday morning. 
and go down and talk to Colonel Hatcher over here, with the com- 
mittee, and lay his cards on the table face up.” 

He said, “These committees are very important, and they have 
the power and the authority to do anything that they need to do in 
order to get the true facts,” and he said, “T wouldn't tell them any 
half truths, because that is worse than telling them a lie.” 

Apparently they had attempted to get “Paul, the Murphys had 
attempted to get Paul to leave out one of the checks that he had given 
them, on which I believe the name of the payee was left blank, and 
it was cashed, there wasn’t even an endorsement on it. 
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So Paul said,: “All right, I will go down there if W. D. will go 
with me”’—indicating me—and I said, “Yes, I will go with you.” 

He said, “First, I told Mr. and Mrs. Murphy’—indicating O. F. 
Murphy, apparently——“that before I went to jackson and told them 
anything that I would come back and tell them what I was going to 
say,” and he said, “I want to call them up and tell them to meet me 
tomorrow somewhere on the road and I will tell them what I am 
going to say, that I am going down and tell them I gave the Murphy’s 
three post dated checks as a contribution, and that I was told that I 
have the right to make a free and voluntary contribution, and that 
it was customary, or that Mrs. Murphy told him it was customary for 
a person getting a job to make a contribution of at least 1 month’s 
salary on the job they were getting, that that was going into the 
treasury of the party.” 

So he said, “I will call Mrs. Murphy now and tell her to meet me 
tomorrow.” 

So we went into the chancelor’s office, which is in the same building 
as mine, and we are on the same telephone circuit, and called and talked 
to Mrs. Murphy. 

The first thing he said was, “Mrs. Murphy, I have got bad news 
for you.” Apparently she said, “What is it?” He said, “Well, I 
can’t tell you over the telephone, but I have got to go to Jackson on 
Monday, and I am going to give them all of the checks.” 

Apparently she objected to that, and she asked him to meet her 
some place. He said, “I am not coming down to your house any more, 
Mrs. Murphy.” And apparently she asked him to meet her at Kil- 
michael, I believe, or somewhere down the road between Eupora and 
Winona. He said, “It is raining awfully hard, and I won’t meet you 
anywhere. If you will come to W. D.’s office I will talk to you in his 
presence.” 

Apparently Mrs. Murphy said she would not do it. He kept insist- 
ing. She said she would go or had to go to Jackson the next day to 
see Mr. Rogers and the rest of the committee and tell them what she 
was going to say; and before she went she wanted to know what 
Mr. Bingham was going to say. 

So finally he agreed to meet them 5 miles out from Eupora. His 
automobile was equipped with these tires that you use on rural 
routes—they have got knobs on them—and he asked me to drive him 
down there, and Mr. Abernethy was out in front of my office talking 
to some men, and he did not hear the conversation and had no 
part in it. 

Paul said: “T am going to get out and meet Mrs. Murphy and tell 
her and Mr. Murphy that Iam going down to Jackson Monday morn- 
ing with W. D. and tell them about these four checks that I gave 
them, and how I gave them to them, and everything about it.” — 

Mr. Abernethy said to me—he said: “You let Paul do the talking. 
You drive him down there, if he wants you to”; and he said: “Tf 
Murphy says anything to you, you tell Mr. and Mrs. Murphy that I 
said I feel sorry for them; that I put their son in Washington and 
made him a page boy when he was a young boy, and then I ap- 
pointed him to a rural postmastership at Granada, Miss., and that 
I love the boy, and T feel sorry for Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Murphy, and 
[ am not going to give them any advice at all; but I am going to say 
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that if I were Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Murphy, just as I told Mr. Paul 
Bingham, that I would go down to Jackson immediately and cooperate 
with the committee and lay the facts on the table exactly as they 
occurred; that I believe that there is someone else higher up that is 
bound to have gotten that money and who has been engineering the 
Murphys in what they were doing.” 

Those were, as nearly as I remember, the exact words he spoke. 
We got into my car and drove down, I would say, 5 miles from Eupora, 
between there and Winona, and we drove up and waited for a while. 
Paul got rather impatient, and, finally, just as we were fixing to leave 
we saw this car approaching in the rain. 

It drove up, and Mr. Bingham got out and went over to the car, 
and they sat there about 5 or 10 minutes, and they honked their horn. 
I did not pay any attention to it, and directly they turned on the lights 
in the automobile and waved for me to come over there. 

I sat down in the car, and the first thing Mr. Bingham said was, 
“We want a little information and we are not saying anything.” | 
said, “Well, now, I am not down here to give anybody advice or talk 
to anybody about anything at all.” 

Mrs. Murphy said, “Listen,” she said, “Paul wants to go down there 
and take all those checks, but there was one of them that there isn’t 
even a name as payee on, and there is no endorsement on the back of it.” 

And she says, “What I am going to do, I am going down to the 
committee and tell them we can go by the record only, that I had so 
many of these donations that I cannot remember all of them, and that 
all I can do is go by the record, and that the record is only those 
checks which had the name of Mrs. C. V. Murphy as payee on them, 
or cash as payee on them, and endorsed by me on the back.” 

She said, “Furthermore, I want to tell you this: I went to Wash- 
ington and stayed 4 days,” she said, “and I talked to the big boys in 
the Post Office Department,” and she called one of them by name— 
he was mentioned in the hearing some time recently. She said, “I 
talked to the Assistant Postmaster General” —— 

Mr. Fianacan. Was that Mr. Utley ? 

Mr. Gary. Yes, sir, that is the gentlemen, and she said, “He told 
me to go back to Mississippi and tell those boys that if they said they 
gave me post-dated checks as contributions that that would be buying 
jobs, but that if they gave me a check from time to time, as time went 
by after they got their jobs, that that would not be buying a job, but 
that would be a voluntary contribution to the Democratic Party.” 

Then she said, “That is all I want Paul to do. I don’t want him to 
say he gave me post-dated checks.” She said, “Paul, if you tell them 
that you are going to lose your job.” He says, “To hell with the jol, 
I don’t care, I don’t want the job, I am tired of it.” 

She said, “Well, that will also put you in the penitentiary.” IT said, 
“Mrs. Murphy, he is not going to tell that, he is going to tell the truth, 
because I am going down there with him, and he is going to tell them 
what he told me, and that is that he gave you three checks at the time 
that he went to see you the first time to get the job, and dated one of 
them for the first month he was supposed to get the appointment, and 
two others for the following two months, and that he got low in funds 
and had to send two $50 checks down and skip 1 month in between.” 

She said, “If he does that he will lose his job.” I said, “If he doesn't 
do that, Mrs. Murphy, he is going to the penitentiary.” Mr. Murphy 
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said, “There will not be anything to it,” he said, “They will come down 
and make a lot of hullaballoo about it and there won’t be a thing in 
the world to it, nobody is going to the penitentiary.” 

I got out of the <aieumaietio and I said to Paul, “Let’s go.” We got 
into the automobile and went back to the office, and the chancellor was 
there in the office, and I picked up the chancellor and took him home. 

That is all I know about that story. 

Now, if the committee will permit me, I want to clear up on 
whether Mr. Murphy is a Republican or not for Senator Mundt, be- 
fore he goes back to South Dakota. 

I went over here to a town where Mr. Jackson was addressing the 
then Trumanites, taking the car numbers, because Mr. Abernethy 
wanted to know who attended the meeting, I don’t know what for, but 
he did, and Mr. Jackson was telling the people that rural mail car- 
riers had a perfect right to participate in the campaign, and so on, 
if I remember correctly. I listened to the speech, and Mr. Murphy 
was among those there, and when the meeting was over, I said, “What 
in the world are you doing associating with these people?” “Well,” 
he said, “I am a good friend of Congressman Abernethy, and he has 
to have somebody in the outfit to spy for him.” 

I said, “I don’t think he will agree with you.” 

So I think we can clear up the point with Senator Mundt by saying 
that I think he belongs to us Democrats down here in Mississippi. 

Senator Munpr. Thank you. 

Senator Hory. Was that all the conversation that occurred between 
you and Mr, and Mrs. Murphy and Bingham? 

Mr. Gary. Yes, sir; that is every bit of it. 

Senator Hory. Was there anything said about your representing 
them and getting them out, if they would pay $5,000? 

Mr. Gary. In that regard also, if I were looking for a fee I would 
not go to the Murphys, because I defended him in seven charges of 
maliciously and willfully setting the woods on fire out here, all the 
way from the J. P. court to the circuit court, and I begged the dis- 
trict attorney long enough and loud enough not to press it too hard, 
so that he could continue to draw his pension and remain on the mail 
route. I have been paid $50 on that fee, so if I were looking for a fee 
I would not go to Mr. Murphy for it. 

Senator Hory. Was there any conversation between you and Mr. 
Bingham with reference to getting any documents, or anyth 
the safety-deposit box ? ae 

Mr. Gary. No, sir. I want to clear that up, too, Senatorfif you 
will permit me. 

Senator Horry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Gary. After this thing, as the Murphys said, kind of blew up, 
Mr. Abernethy called me from Washington and said, “There is a 
boy by the name of Watson down there, and he just got through talk- 
ing to me, and heg§aid he has tricked those people into taking some 
money for a job, shave told him to forthwith immediately come 
to your office and ini the checks and make an affidavit and send it 
In to me.” 

Watson is a distant cousin of mine, and his family have been friends 
of mine for a long time. So when he came into the office I took down 
a preliminary statement, and he was going home, and one of the checks 
had not cleared yet through the bank, his bank statement went to 
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Calhoun City and he lived at Stewart so the family just took the bank 
statement down to the post office. He had not been there to get it. 
He said, “I will go get this statement and come back tomorrow. 

Well, the next day “Thad to go to West Point for a minor operation, 
and Mr. Curlee, with Senator Stennis’ offices, came through looking for 
Mr. Watson, and he found Mr. Watson w aiting for me at my office. 
So he took Mr. Watson in his automobile and took him to West Point, 
and took a statement from him, and gave Mr. Watson a copy of it. 

Mr. Watson then came back to my office on Monday, I believe it 
was, and brought the checks with him. 

In the meantime, Mr. Abernethy had told me to be sure to find out 
if it was satisfactory with him for Mr. Abernethy to present those 
checks to the committee, that he would not do it unless he had the 
prior authority of this boy. 

So I took his statement down a little different from the one which 
the Senate had taken, for the reason that I did not think their state- 
ment was emphatic enough on the proposition that Mr. Watson hai 
definitely, from the time that he started negotiations with Mr. and 
Mrs. Murphy, already made up his mind and he was hard-headed 
enough so that he was going to catch him because of the way they di 
him with the Calhoun ‘City. Post Office, so I took the statement from 
Mr. Watson which I thought reflected a little more on the proposition 
that he acted honestly in it in an effort to catch those people selling 
jobs, 

I put that statement in an envelope, along with the checks, and 
thought I wrote Mr. Abernethy a little note that the boy gave hin 
authority to turn them over to the Senate Committee. However, he 

says, when he was home, that I did not. And gave it to Mr. Watson. 
and I think I put three or four air-mail stamps on it—no, I didn’ 
either, I started to, and he said, “No, I will pay for that myself.” 

So he took it to the post office, and stamped it, I suppose, and mailed 
it himself, because Mr. Abernethy had obtained it. 

In other words, he said that I said I could get some documents 
away from Mr. Abernethy. The ridiculous part ‘of it is that I knew, 
and Mr. Watson is here, and I just talked to him a few minutes ago 
on the matter, when I knew that this affidavit that Mr. Curlee had 
taken had already been sent into Senator Stennis, and Senator Sten- 
nis had already turned it over to Mr. Flanagan or Colonel Hatche 

But anyhow, the only thing I know anything about any documents 
at all in regard to Mr. Bingham was that Mr. Abernethy was talk- 
ing to Mr. Bingham, and he said, “I have talked to”—I don’t know 
whether it was Mr. Flanagan or Colonel Hatcher, or somebody on 
the committee, or some Senator, or somebody, and he said, “Pa 
there isn’t any use in those people trying to get out of that trouble, 
because I have already seen,” he said, “I have ‘already seen, or I have 
already been told enough to know they have got the goods on them. 

That is the only thing I know about any documents. 

Senator Hory. Let us take this matter up briefly: 


You did not make any proposition authorizing Mr. Bingham to 


make any proposition about your representing them / 

Mr. Gary. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You did not offer to stop these documents fro! 
being delivered for the sum of $5,000? 
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r. Gary. No, sir. I could not have, anyhow. 

sole Hory. You did not have any conversation with Mr. or 
Mrs. Murphy with reference to stopping any of this or interfering 
in anyway ¢ 

Mr. Gary. No, sir. 

Senator Hoey. You did not advise Mr. Bingham, or anybody else, 
not to deliver these documents to the Senate committee ? 

Mr. Gary. No, sir; I would have told him to do it, rather than 
not to. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McC iettan. What documents could they have referred 
to, except the one affidavit that you: had taken from Watson? 

Mr. Gary. That is the only one that I know of. I had talked to 
other people about the matter, about the post oflice, and about the 
Ethel Post Office at Mr. Abernethy’s request, but I did not take any 
affidavits, but I would rather do as I did, to call the man up at Ethel 
and tell him that a man from the committee was in my office and he 
was coming down to get a statement. That was before I ever talked 
to Mr. or Mrs. Murphy at all, and he went down and got a statement 
from the man at Ethel. 

Senator McCie.ian. As this testimony developed this morning, I 
understood there were several statements or documents in the pos- 
session of Mr. Abernethy which were to be withheld or disposed of, 
if this agreement went through ? 

Mr. Gary. If he had any more than one sent to him, I don’t know 
anything about it. No; he would probably have some, he might have 
some statements from some other source. 

Senator McCietian. I wanted to clarify all that you knew any- 
thing about at that time was the one that you referred to, that you 
obtained from this young man. 

Mr. Gary. That is the only one that I knew anything at all about. 

Senator McCiettan. Did you actually have that statement at the 
time, or had you already sent it to Mr. Abernethy ? 

Mr. Gary. Mr. Watson mailed that to Mr. Abernethy himself on 
the day and date that is written at the bottom of it. 

Senator McCietian. How long did Mr. and Mrs. Murphy and Mr. 
Bingham confer in the car before. you went over to them? 

Mr. Gary. About 3 or 4 minutes. 

Senator McCrietian. They did not have time to discuss many 
things; did they ? 

Mr. Gary. Well, sir, I don’t think so. They might have stayed a 
little longer, but it was around 9: 30 

Senator McCreutan. I am talking about before you were called 
over to the car; as I understand it when the other car came up, when 
the Murphy car came up, you remained in your own car? 

Mr. Gary. That is right; yes, sir. 

Senator McCLettan. While Mr. Bingham went over and talked to 
them ? 

Mr. Gary. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCieititan. How long a conversation was that before you 
joined them ¢ 

Mr. Gary. I would say about not over 5 minutes, 3 or 4 minutes. 

Senator McCietian. How long did you remain in the car? 





190 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 














































Mr. Gary. Not hardly that long, well, maybe as long as he did, too, & Sen: 
about 5 minutes. was th 
Senator McCietian. How long were you stopped there altogether? — night ? 
Mr. Gary. After they came over? Mr. 
Senator McCietian. After they arrived, from the time they ar- §— Sens 
rived until you left? Mr. 
Mr. Gary. Not over 10 minutes. he had 
Senator McCietian. Not over 10 minutes all during that time? would 
Mr. Gary. That is right. other 1 
Senator McCietian. And you did not hear, and you don’t know and th 
what was said during the time you were not in the Murphy’s car? somew. 
Mr. Gary. No, sir; I do not. to say 
Senator McCrietxian. You could not hear the conversation? sleep; 
Mr. Gary. No, sir; it was raining hard and the glasses on both cars said he 
were up. Sena 
Senator McCretxan. I believe that is all. attorne 
Senator Munpr. Did I understand you to say, Mr. Gary, that you Mr. | 
had served as attorney for Mr. Murphy, and defended him against and Ia 
some charges of arson? Sena 
Mr. Gary. There is a statute in Mississippi against a man willfully — Mr. | 
and maliciously setting the woods afire, a forest law, and they had Sena 
seven counts, seven charges, against him in Webster County for will- mittee 
fully and maliciously setting the woods afire while driving along Mr. | 
his mail route. Sena 
As a matter of fact, the post-office inspectors came down and stayed Mr. ( 
3 or 4 days on the matter, and wrote and asked for the opinion of the — Sena 
court. propos 
Senator Munpr. Was Mr. Murphy acquitted or was he convicted! Mr. ( 
Mr. Gary. I got the district attorney to dismiss charges on the plea, § up out 
and with a little help from some friends of mine, that he was about Sena 
nearly ready to retire on a pension, and that if he did this, the post- confere 
office inspectors were standing there waiting and watching, and if he made tl 
was found guilty they very definitely told me they were going to Mr. ( 
dismiss him from the office, and I got him, when he would have loved Sena 
to have had his scalp, to dismiss the charges on that ground, that he been in 
would lose his job, if convicted. rather- 
Senator Munpr. I think you said you went over a statement with Mr. ( 
Mr. Watson detailing his activities with the Murphys? thing t 
Mr. Gary. Yes, sir. | isgoing 
Senator Munpr. And you had yourself seen the checks that Watson he said 
had given to the Murphys? | effect. 
Mr. Gary. That is right. Sena 
Senator Munpr. How many checks did you see? was Mr 
Mr. Gary. I think there were two. before ] 
Senator Munpr. Two? Mr. ( 
Mr. Gary. I think there were two. r > with m 
Senator Munpr. One for $350 and one for $30? decided 
Mr. Gary. That is right. some ki 
Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Watson mention any other checks to you! and he 1 
Mr. Gary. Oh, yes, it is in his statement that he gave enough checks while h 
to last until the temporary appointment was up at $30 apiece, and then Senat 
he was to give another set of post-dated checks at $50 a month, | Is He 
believe—if not, in some other sum. (No. 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 191 


Senator Munpr. I am not exactly clear in my mind on this. What 
was the purpose of this meeting that took place out on the road that 
night ? 

‘Mr. Gary. It was one of Mr. Bingham’ ideas. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bingham’s idea 

Mr. Gary. Mr. Bingham’s idea, one ba Mr. Bingham’s ideas, that 
he had promised Mrs. Murphy before he came down to Jackson he 
would come down and tell her what he was going to testify to. In 
other words, as he put it to me, he hated to be a squealer, as he says, 
and that he told her before we came down here he would meet her 
somewhere between Winona and Europa and tell what he was going 
to say and she wasn’t going to wait until the next day, she couldn’t 
sleep; she wanted to know then what he was going to say. He first 
said he wouldn’t meet her at all. 

Senator Munpr. I understand. Were you serving as Mr. Bingham’s 
attorney ¢ 

Mr. Gary. No, I have never served as his attorney. He is a veteran 
and I ama veterans’ adviser and I gave him advice. 

Senator Munpr. He was served with a subpena ? 

Mr. Gary. Yes, to bring his checks down here on the 9th. 

Senator Munpr. He had told you that he was going to tell the com- 
mittee the truth ? 

Mr. Gary. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. And you had told him that was the thing to do? 

Mr. Gary. That was the only thing to do. 

Senator Munpr. And you at no time got Mr. Bingham to make a 
proposition to the Murphys to get the evidence out of the files? 

Mr. Gary. No, I don't know where they got that. I suppose made 
up out of the same thing that that $5,000 is. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bingham on the way home and after the 
conference with the Murphys told you nothing to indicate that he had 
made that proposition ? 

Mr. Gary. No. 

Senator Munpr. Did he relate to you what his conversation had 
been in the car during the 4 or 5 minutes when you— or the 45 minutes, 
rather—when you were not there? 

Mr. Gary. No, sir, he did not. He said he had reference to some- 
thing that I heard, which was what Mr. Murphy said, “that nobody 
is going to the penitentiary, there won't be : anything to this.” I believe 
he said, “I wanted to know who has talked,” or something to that 
effect. 

Senator Munpr. On the way back from the conference in the car 
was Mr. Bingham less inclined to tell the truth to the committee than 
before he had talked to them ? 

Mr. Gary. No, sir; he was not. As a matter of fact he discussed 
with me when he wanted to come down here and he told me he had 
decided to come down—not to come down Monday because he has 
some kind of a peculiar appointment that he doesn’t have a substitute 
and he would have to come out and get somebody to take over the thing 
while he was going. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside, Mr. Gary. 

Is Henry P. Bingham in the courtroom ? 

(No response. ) 
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Senator Hory. Mr. Robert E. Whiteside, please come forward. 
Hold up your right hand, Mr. Whiteside. 

You sole mnly: swear that the testimony which you give in this heat 
ing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, came 
so help you God? I gx 

Mr. Wurresine. I do. he dic 
letter. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT E. WHITESIDE, MOOREVILLE, MISS. ne 


Senator Hory. Give the reporter your name, residence, and occu- askin 
pation. time. 
Mr. Wurtresipe. Robert E. Whiteside, Mooreville, Miss. ; temporary jobs f 
rural letter carrier. me a 

Senator Hory. Mr. Whiteside, how long have you been acting as on the 
temporary rural free delivery carrier / was IV 

Mr. Wuiresipe. I went on the 26th day of last June. I te 

Senator Hory. 1950? ; the el 

Mr. Wuiresipe. 1950. so far 

Senator Hory. How did you obtain your appointment ? didn’t 

Mr. Wutresipe. Back in 1946, when I came back from the Army, He 
I knew that the mail carrier here was going to retire, so I wrote the sary t 

Civil Service Commission in W ashington, D. C., and asked them if before 
» ‘re Was any way that I would know when such a vacancy occurred it, I 
and they told me that they would place my name on file to be notified That 
if such a vacancy did occur within the next 3 years. So 

Senator Hory. Were you already on the civil service list ? | would 

Mr. Wuiresine. No, sir; I was not. recom 

Senator Hory. You were a veteran ? of the 

Mr. Wurresipr. I wasa veteran; yes. thing. 

Senator Hory. You received a notice when the vacancy occurred! 10-poi 

Mr. Wurrestpr. They told me that they would place my name on Pacifi 
file for 3 years and if a vacancy did occur within the 3 years I would ting t 
be notified, but the 3 years elapsed and I still had not been notified. a don: 
So I wrote them again and asked them if they would reinstate my Ser 
name and they said they would. That was about the beginning of with | 
1950 or about that time. Well, in April of 1950 the mail carrier Mr. 
retired. menti 

Senator Hory. When you found out that he was going to retire tions 
what steps did you take to get the appointment ? dred” 

Mr. Wurresine. When the mail carrier retired I got my applica- he sai 
tion papers from Washington, D, C.; the necessary papers to fill out. J but hi 
I filled them out and followed it up to take the examination. Of to ace 
course, I began to look around to see where—I was told and had Sen 
heard that Congressmen no longer had the authority to civil-service Mr. 
jobs, so I began to look around and wondered where such authority job th 
did come from and all I could get from anyone at all was that they Sen 
came through the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

So I contacted quite a few that made these Jefferson and Jackson Ff Sen 
Day dinners to find out who some of the committeemen were and I 
think T finally secured most of the names of most of the committeemen. 

So I wrote to Mr. Clarence E. Hood a letter giving him my quali- the te 
fications and asked him if my name came up to support me and I also Mr. 
wrote Mr. B. C. Beasley a letter similar to the one I wrote Mr. Hood. exact! 

I waited for quite a while and I had not heard from any of those 
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letters at all, I never got any reply at all, so I decided to come down 
to Jackson. That was in the first of May, I don’t remember the date 
exactly, but it was somewhere in the first week or so of May. So I 
came to Jackson, to the Century Building. 

I got there and found Mr. B. C. Beasley and he talked with me but 
he didn’t give me much satisfaction. I told him that I had written a 
letter, but he didn’t give me much satisfaction. So I left and went 
back home. 

A few days after I got back home I had a letter from Mr. Beasley 
asking me to return to Jackson. I came back to Jackson for the second 
time. So he took me in the office, told me that they didn’t have any 
jobs for sale, but since I was a 10-point veteran that they could give 
me a temporary appointment on that job and if I could possibly” get 
on the eligible list they could make me a permanent employee. That 
was my understanding. 

I told him that I didn’t have any doubt but what I would get on 
the eligible list all right enough because I was a 10-point veteran, 
so far as I knew the only 10-point veteran, and a college graduate; I 
didn’t have any doubt but what I would get on the eligible list. 

He told me they didn’t have any jobs for sale but it would be neces- 
sary that I make a donation to the Mississippi Democratic Committee 
before I could get the job. That is, that was my understanding of 
it. I asked him if this was legitimate, lawful? And he said ‘ ‘Yes.” 
That is, that is my understanding. 

So I told him I would have to think over this for a while, that I 
would go on back home and think over it, but he wrote me out a letter 
recommending me for a temporary appointment and gave me a copy 
of the letter and I went on back home and I began to think over this 
thing. Although I was trying to be a law-: ibiding American citizen, a 
10-point veteran of World War IT, with over 24 months in the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater of war, it seemed to me that the only way I had of get- 
ting this job that I considered I was rightfully entitled to was to ‘pay 
a donation. 

Senator Hory. Was anything said at thet time in your conversation 
with Mr. Beasley about how much the donation should be ? 

Mr. Wurresipe. While I was in the office with him when he first 
mentioned a donation I asked him how much? He said, “Some dona- 
tions were five hundred, some were a thousand and some fifteen hun- 
dred” and I wouldn’t be sure whether he named any higher or not, but 
he said he figured that the committee—he didn’t say this for himself, 
but he said he f figured that probably the committee would be willing 
to accept five hundred. 

Senater Hory. Did you decide then to send the five hundred ? 

Mr. Wuirrestpe. I figured that is the only way I had of getting the 
job that I figured I was rightfully entitled to. 

Senator Hory. Did you? 

Mr. Wurresipe. I mailed him a check for the five hundred. 

Senator Hory. When did you do that ? 

Mr. Wurtresipe. It was after I returned back home. 

Senator Horny. How long after that was done before you received 
the temporary appointment ? 

Mr. Wurresipe. About 2 or 3 weeks I would say. I don’t know 
exactly. 
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Senator Horr. In other words, having paid the $500 you did get the 
temporary appointment? 


Sei 
to pa. 
Mr 


Sel 


Mr. Wuiresipe. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Are you serving now ? 

Mr. Wurresipe. I am serving now but still on the temporary ap en) 
pointment. = Mr 

Senator Horry. You passed the examination, have you, or haven't Can 
you stood that yet? <i 

Mr. Wuitresine. They had the examination and I came out No.1 §— Mr 
on the list of eligibles. s 

Senator Hory. Have you your canceled check for $500? 

Mr. Wurresipr. The postal service picked that up from me a week or 
so ago and I figured maybe you had it by now. 

Senator Horry. Senator McClellan, any questions? 

Senator McCietzan. When did you receive your temporary ap- 
pointment ? 


of it. 
antee 
woul 

Sei 
talkin 
that. 





























I Mr 
Mr. Wurresipe. As of June the 26th, 1950. the j 
Senator McCrietian. June 26, 1950? entitl 
Mr. Wurresive. That is right. Sel 


Senator McCietian. How long has it been since you were declared in ms 
eligible for a permanent appointment ? Mi 
Mr. Wuiresipe. I beg your pardon? I didn’t get that. Sey 
Senator McCretian. How long have you been declared eligible? § cal 1 
How long has it been since you were declared eligible for a permanent he 
appointment ! ? Tunderstand you are on top. 
Mr. Wuirtesinr. We got the grades, the grades came back. So far fore 
as I know there has never been an eligible ‘list made. If there has I wavy 
don’t know anything about it. Se: 
Senator McCietian. When did you get your grade? Mr 
Mr. Wuiresipr. Our grades must have come out sometime the Ist I cou 
of July or thereabouts. . Se 
Senator McCie.uan. Last year? thous 
Mr. Wuiresipe. Yes,sir Well, of 1950. Mr 
Senator McCretian. During this interim from the time that you Se 
were appointed to the temporary position have you had any further §— no pl 
conversations with any member of this Mississippi committee ? Mi 
Mr. Wuirestwr. No, sir; I have not. I haven’t seen any of them. Se) 
Senator McCietian. Have you made any further effurt to have your you! 
appointment made permanent? ~ Mr 
Mr. Wuiresine. No, sir; I have not. Se 
Senator McCietian. You haven’t had any information regarding ested 
that from anyone? Mi 
Mr. Wuiresipe. No, sir: I have not. Se 
Senator McCrecitan. Were you content just to continue to serve was t 
under the temporary appointment ? appo 
Mr. Wurresipe. No, sir; I was not content but what else could Ido? § Mi 
Senator McCietian. What you did before, write them again and of ge 
find out about it. Sel 
Mr. Wurresipe. I already figured I had about enough of that. tions 
Senator McCretian. You figured the investment you had made M1 
was sufficient to get the permanent appointment, too? Se 
Mr. Wuiresipe. It was my understanding—or that was my under- Se 
standing, that that would take care of the situation if there was such Mr. ] 
a thing. 


educs 
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Senator McCietian. So, there wasn’t any agreement that you were 
to pay more in order to get the permanent appointment ¢ ¢ 

Mr. Wurresipe. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.uan. It was a final transaction when you paid the 

$500 before you got appointed ? 

“Mr. Wurresive. That was my understanding. 

Senator McC.ietian. You say that was your understanding. Were 
you told that ? 

Mr. Wutresipr. So far as I remember, that was my understanding 
of it. I wouldn’t say positively here. I wouldn’t say that they guar- 
anteed me that I would be there. but it was my underst: anding that I 
would, provided I got on the eligible list. 

Senator McCueuian. Did you really understand that? You are 
talking about your underst: nding. Did you understand at the time 
that you were paying the $500 you were paying it to get a job? 

Mr. Wurresine. I wasn’t out trying to buy any job. I didn’t want 
the job then, and I don’t want the job now unless I am rightfully 
entitled to it; but I didn’t see any other way that I could get ‘the job. 

Senator McCtetian. I understand that ; but you were not interested 
in making a political contribution ; were you ? 

Mr. Wutreswwe. No, sir; I was not. 

Senator McCieLLan. So you did not, then, make a voluntary politi- 
cal contribution; did you? 

Mr. Wurresine. I wouldn’t call it “voluntary.” I figured, with the 
education that I had, with my 10-point veteran preference—and, so 
far as I knew, I was the only 10-point veteran—that there was no 
way in the world keeping me off the eligible list. 

Senator McCietian. You thought you were going to qualify for it? 

Mr. Wurresive. That is right; and ‘I didn’t see no way in the world 
I could get the job. 

Senator McCuietian. Under the Veterans’ Preference Act you 
thought you were entitled to it? 

Mr. Wutresing. That is right. 

Senator McCienian. But, notwithstanding that, you found you had 
no prospect of getting it unless you made a $500 political contribution ? 

Mr. Wurresive. That is right. 

Senator McCiennan. And it was under those circumstances that 
you made it? 

Mr. Wurrestpe. That is right. 

Senator McCLennan. And it w as not voluntary ; you were not inter- 
ested in the party to the extent of giving it $500? 

Mr. Wurresr. I wouldn’t think that I was. 

Senator McCietian. The only reason that you paid the money then 
was to get what you thought you were entitled to, and you were dis- 
appointed ? 

Mr. Wuiresipe. That is the only alternative that I thought I had 
of getting it. 

Senator McCietian. Had you ever made any political contribu- 
tions before? 

Mr. Wurresine. No, sir. 

Senator McCieiian. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. You said you mailed a check from your home to 
“ : esainy here at Jackson; is that right? 

r. Wuiresipe. That is right. 
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Senator Munpr. What did you say to him in the letter accompany. J M 
ing the check? 

Mr. Wurresive. I am not sure that I put a letter in there. If I did, 

I couldn’t tell you at present what was in it. 

Senator Munpr. You did not keep a carbon copy of it? Beas 

Mr. Wuiresive. No. If I did, I haven’t seen it since. Se 

Senator Munpr. We have had some testimony to our committee §— to yc 
that Mr. Beasley w as somewhat addicted to strong drink and that at M 
times when he was in the office he wasn’t completely sober. At the rura. 
time that you met him and conferred with him, did he appear to bea §— ance 
sober and sane and sensible individual ? 

Mr. Wuiresine. I will tell you: I don’t drink myself and I don't M 
fool around with a fellow that drinks too much, but a fellow can be 
drinking and I probably wouldn't know it. He didn’t look quite | 
right to me, but I wouldn’t know. M 

‘Senator Munpr. After all, you have been out in the world; and, later 
having been out in the world as much as you have, you know when a Se 
man is drunk? M 

Mr. Wnuirrestpr. He wasn’t drunk so but what he could get around. Se 

Senator Munpr. That is all the questions I have. conti 

Mr. Fuanacan. At this point before we close the record, the records Mi 
of the Mississippi Democratic Committee reflect that a $500 check §— 
signed by Mr. Robert E. Whiteside, dated April 29, 1950, was received § Mi 
by the committee. The records further reflect that on the 28th, the — 
day before, on April 28, 1950, Mr. Hood, of the Mississippi Democratic M 
Committee, recommended Mr. Whiteside as a temporary carrier, and ISsI 
the appointment was effected dated June 26, 1950. 

Senator Horry. Stand aside, Mr. Whiteside. Is Mr. Henry P. Bing- § 
ham here yet ? M 
(No response. ) , 

Senator Horry. Mr. Woolley, will you come forward ¢ a con 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this hearing Mi 
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help § make 
you God? se 

Mr. Woottry. I do. we 1 

en 
TESTIMONY OF STONEWALL PURVIS WOOLLEY, Mr 


BROOKHAVEN, MISS. M . 


Senator Hory. Mr. Woolley, will you give the reporter your name, 
address, and occupation ? 

Mr. Woottey. Stonewall Purvis Woolley, Route 2, Brookhaven; & COR 
rural mail carrier. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Woolley, did you have a civil-service status 
previous to your appointment ? 

Mr. Woottry. Yes. ‘el 

Senator Hory. Did you ask for reinstatement to civil service some- uy 
time in September 1949 ? 

Mr. Woottey. I did. 

Senator Hory. When was your request for reinstatement made! ye 

Mr. Woottry. April 27, 1950. mm Sal 

Senator Hory. Prior to the time that you got this reinstatement, ad 
did you have any conferences with anybody connected with the Mis- 
sissippi Democratic Committee, and did you make any contribution ! 
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Mr. Wooutey. I did make a contribution to the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. With whom did you converse about this matter ? 

Mr. Wootiey. To the best of my recollection, it was with Mr. 
Beasley. 

Senator Hory. What, if anything, did you say to him and he say 
to you? 

Mr. Woottey. If I am not mistaken, I told him that there was a 
rural mail route open at Brookhaven, Miss., and I wished his assist- 
ance in securing same on the transfer and reinstatement. 

Senator Hory. What did he say to you? 

Mr. Woo.try. I believe he told me he would help me if he could. 

Senator Horny. Tell about the conversation which led you to make 
a contribution. 

Mr. Woottey. I don’t remember if I made the contribution then or 
later, but I did make a contribution. 

Senator Hory. How much? 

Mr. Woouttey. Two hundred and fifty dollars. 

Senator Hory. Did Mr. Beasley mention anything to you about a 
contribution ? 

Mr. Woottey. The best I remember he did. 

Senator Hory. What did he say? 

Mr. Wootitey. About the contribution ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Woot.iey. He said anyone can make a contribution to the Mis- 
sissippi Democratic Committee if he so wished. 

Senator Horry. Was that in connection with your request to him to 
get your transfer? 

Mr. Woottry. I don’t quite get the question. 

Senator Hory. What was the occasion of him telling you to make 
a contribution if you wished to. Had you asked for this transfer? 

Mr. Woottry. I was asking for a transfer. He didn’t tell me to 
make a contribution. 

Senator Hory. When you talked with him about assisting you in 
getting the transfer, was there anything said about a contribution 
then ? 

Mr. Woottry. Before? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Woottey. There was not. 

Senator Hory. When did he tell you about making a contribution ? 

Mr. Wootniry. The best I can remember, he never told me to make 
a contribution. 

Senator Hory. What did he say about a contribution ? 

Mr. Woortey. He said anyone could make a contribution to the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee if he wished. 

Senator Hory. What was the occasion of him telling you that ? 

Mr. Woottey. I don’t remember. 

Senator Hory. What is that? 

Mr. Woottey. I don’t remember. 

Senator Hory. You don’t mean you met him out on the street and 
he said that anybody can make a contribution if he wants to? 

Mr. Wootrey. I didn’t meet him on the street. 

Senator Hory. Did you go to his office? 

Mr. Woottey. I went to his office. 
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Senator Hory. What did you go there for? 
Mr. Woottey. To seek a transfer. 
Senator Hory. Then, when you talked about the transfer, what di 

he say, if any thing, : about a contribution ? 

Mr. Woottey. If he said anything about a contribution, I don’ 
remember. 

Senator Hory. When did he tell you about a contribution ? 

Mr. Woottery. If he ever told me, I don’t remember. 

Senator Horry. Why, you just said he said anyone could make a con- 
tribution if they wanted to. 

Mr. Wootzey. I mistook your question. I am sorry. 

Senator Hory. Did you not state just a few moments ago that Mr. 
Beasley told you that anybody could make a contribution to the Missis 
sippi Democratic Committee if they wanted to? 

Mr. Woottey. I did. 

Senator Hory. When did he tell you that? 

Mr. Woottey. I can’t give you the exact date. 

Senator Hory. Was it on the occasion when you went up there to 
see him to get the recommendation ? 

Mr. Woot.ey. I would say possibly. 

Senator Hory. Do you know whether it was? 

Mr. Woottey. I don’t remember. 

Senator Hory. Were you there again ? 

Mr. Woottey. I was. 

Senator Hory. What did you go about that time? 

Mr. Woottey. I went over to see him about it. 

Senator Horry. When you were over to see about it—you had not 
been transferred then ¢ 

Mr. Woottey. I had not. 

Senator Hory. When you went to see him about it, is that when he 
told you that you could make a contribution ? 

Mr. Woottey. To be certain about it, I can’t. 

Senator Hory. When was it he told you? 

Mr. Woottey. I can’t give you the exact date. 

Senator Hory. When did you make a contribution ? 

Mr. Woot.ey. I made the contribution sometime in the month of 
September, the best I can remember. 

Senator Horry. Of 1950? 

Mr. Woottey. Of nineteen—not 1950. 

Senator Hory. What year? 

Mr. Woottey. 1949, the best I can remember. 

Senator Hory. You made it in 1949. You made it, then, before 
you were reinstated ¢ 

Mr. Woottey. I did. 

Senator Hory. You were reinstated on March 27, 1950? 

Mr. Woottey. That is right, March 27, 1950. 

Senator Horry. Now, you can’t tell us when you gave him the 
check ? 

Mr. Wootry. I can’t give you the date, but it was sometime in 
the month of March. 

Senator Hory. I thought you just said it was September. 

Mr. Wooutry. I had made a donation in the month of September 
1949, 
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Senator Hory. Did you make another donation in March? 

Mr. Woottey. I did. 

Senator Hory. In March you gave a check for $250? 

Mr. Woottey. That is right. 

Senator Horry. How much did you give him in September ? 

Mr. Wootiey. $250. 

Senator Horny. Oh, you gave him $250 in September and then you 
followed with $250 more on March 15? 

Mr. Woottery. That is right. 

Senator Horry. And then you were appointed and the transfer 
was made on March 27? 

Mr. Woottey. That is right. 

Senator Horry. Twelve days after having made the last payment 
of $250 you got your transfer ? 

Mr. Wootzry. I had my transfer before I paid anything. 

Senator Hory. You did not get your transfer until March 27? 

Mr. Wooutey. I had it 12 or 15 days or longer prior to the effective 
date. 

Senator Hory. Then you gave the other $250 after you got your 
transfer ¢ 

Mr. Woottey. I did. 

Senator Hory. Now, you paid the first $250 in September ? 

Mr. Wootiey. That is right. 

Senator Hory. At the time you went to see him about it ? 

Mr. Woottey. That is right. 

Senator Horry. Then after you got a notice of the transfer, which 
was made 15 days before it took effect, then you sent him another $250 4 

Mr. Wootey. I did not send it. I carried it. 

Senator Hory. You took it to him? 

Mr. Woou.ey. Yes. 

Senator Hory. You gave him a check? 

Mr. Wootiey. Yes. 

Senator Hory. To whom was the check made payable ? 

Mr. Woottry. Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. Was it your understanding that you were to give 
a total contribution of $5002 

Mr. Woottry. It was not. 

Senator Hory. How did you happen to arrive at giving him $250 in 
September and $250 in March? 

Mr. Woottey. That was my idea 

Senator Hory. You thought that up yourself? 

Mr. Woottey. I did. 

Senator Hory. Did you think it was necessary in order to get the 
transfer ? ; 

Mr. Woottey. I didn’t know. 

Senator Hory. And the mere suggestion that anybody could make 
a contribution to the committee included you and you responded with 
two checks for $250 each. 

Mr. Woottry. Will you please ask that question again. sir? 

Senator Hory. You said it was your understanding that anybody 
could make a contribution to the Democratic Committee of Mississippi 
and that understanding induced you to make one contribution of 
$250 in September and one in March, and that is the only solicitation 
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made of you by Mr. Beasley or anybody else of the committee asking [— Mr. § 
you to make a contribution ? Senat 
Mr. Woot.ey. I wasn’t solicited. I made it of my own free will Mr. $ 
and accord. . Senat 
Senator Hory. I say, that is all that was said to you ? Mr. $ 
Mr. Woottry. That is all that was said to me the best I can re- Senat 
member about it. Mr. § 
Senator Hory. All right, that is all. Sena 
Senator McCieritan. When did you begin making a _ political Mr. $ 
contribution ? Sena 
Mr. Woottey. That is the first and only one I have ever made in my see you 
life. Mr. $ 
Senator McCietian. Without any suggestion, just your own idea Sena 
Mr. Wooutry. It was my own idea. Mr. } 
Senator McCiet1.an. What is your idea about it? Sena 
Mr. Wooxtey. I felt I had a right to make a contribution to a po- §& Mr. § 
litical organization so long as it would not affect me to overthrow Senat 
the Government. Mr. § 
Senator McCieiian. Don’t you think it helped ? Senai 
Mr. Woortry. Yes. : Mr. } 
Senator McCiettan. It helped you get the transfer, didn’t it ? think h 
Mr. Wootrey. Well, I don’t know whether it helped me or not. taken t 
Senator McCietian. Do you know of anybody getting any without had wr 
paving money ¢ is the « 
Mr. W. ooLLEY. I don’t know anything about any transfer or any they ha 
appointments other than what I have read in the paper and what I in the J 
know about my own case. he used 
Senator McCrectan. You had no understanding about it what- sum of 
soever ¢ Sentu 
Mr. Woottry. TI did not. you tell 
Senator McCietian. It was not even suggested to you that you Mr. $ 
should make a contribution ? paying. 
Mr. Woot.iry. The best I can remember it was not. In pay 
Senator McCLeiian. It was wholly a voluntary act on your part?) JF ment. 
Mr. Wootiry. It was a voluntary act. Sena 
Senator McCietian. That is all. Mr. 3 
Senator Hory. Stand aside. hnane 
Messrs. Roy A. Schmidt and Grover C. Smith will come up to the I think 
stand. Each of you gentlemen hold up your right hands. F) get the 
Each of you solemnly swear that the testimony which you give in Sena 
this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the Mr. | 
truth, so help you God? encour 
Mr. Scumipr. I do. higured 
Mr. Smrru. I do. Sena 
Senator Hory. Have a seat, Mr. Schmidt. You sit in front of the §— Mr. § 


microphone. him to 
to see Pr 


TESTIMONY OF ROY A. SCHMIDT AND GROVER C. SMITH, F §=6and cor 


SONTAG, MISS. Of 
that I y 


Senator Hory. Mr. Schmidt, give your name, address and occupa- Sena 
tion to the reporter, please. he was 

Mr. Scumipt. Roy A. Schmidt; Sontag, Miss. Iam a mill foreman. 

Senator Hory. Did you have a conversation with anybody with 
reference to appointment as a rural mail carrier on route 1, Sontag? 
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Mr. Scumipr. Yes, I did. 

Senator Hory. With whom? 

Mr. Scumipr. It was with Mr. Homer Leggett. 

Senator Hory. Where does he live? 

Mr. Scumipr. Bogue Chitto, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Were you personally acquainted with Mr. Leggett? 

Mr. Scumipr. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Where did you see him? 

Mr. Scumipr. He came on the job where I was working seeking me. 

Senator Hory. What, if anything, did he tell you when he came to 
see you about this rural route 

Mr. Scumipr. At the time I was the No. 2 man on the eligible list. 

Senator Hory. And you had previously stood the examination / 

Mr. Scumipr. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And you had made a grade of 96? 

Mr. Scumupt. Yes, sir, that is right. 

Senator Hory. And you were the second man on the list? 

Mr. Scumipr. That is right. 

Senator Hory. What did Mr. Leggett tell you? 

Mr. Scumipr. First he asked me if I was interested in the job, I 
think he put it that way. Of course, I said I was or I wouldn’t have 
taken the examination. And he went on to mention—previously I 
had written a letter to Mr. B. C. Beasley, a letter of application, that 
is the only contact I made, and he made mention of that letter, that 
they had reeeived it and went on to tell me that if I was interested 
in the job I would have to pay for it. That is not exactly the words 
he used, but that was the meaning of what he said, and he used the 
sum of $1,000 as the price that ordinar ily covered such a job. 

Senator Horry. All right. What did he tell you? Or what did 
you tell him ¢ 

Mr. Scumipr. I did not tell him anything. I was not interested in 
paying, but I was not interesting in telling him I was not interested 
in pay at the time, because I was afraid it would hinder my appoint- 
ment. 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Scumipr. And he did make a few statements concerning my 
financial abilities to make such a donation, as I think he put it, and 
I think he finally came to the conclusion that I would not be able to 
get the money to make such a donation. 

Senator Hory. Did he reduce the amount ? 

Mr. Scumipr. Yes. I did not show any signs of giving him any 
encouragement of paying, and he finally came out and said that he 
figured S800 would easily get the job. 

Senator Hory. All right. What did you say about that? 

Mr. Scuemipr, [still didn’t s: wv anything. He wanted me to go with 
him to see Mr. Beasley, he was the one who authorized him to come 
to see me, so he said, and he wanted me to get into the pick-up truck 
and come to Jackson right then. 

Of course, I was not interested in doing that at all, and I told him 
that I would do this on my own hook r: ather than go with him. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, who, if anybody, did he tell you 
he was going to contact if you did not decide to do it? 
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Mr. Scumipr. Well, he came out, to begin with he had my name an 
Mr. Grover Smith’s name here, who was third on the list, and he sai 
that if one of us did not pay it—he came to me first, he made it clear 
I was first choice—he said that if one of us did not pay it they would 
probably disqualify all of us and have another examination. 

Senator Hory. Did he say anything about whether he would go to 
see Mr. Smith or not? 

Mr. Scumipr. No, he did not. He left me with the impression that 
if I would go see Mr. Baesley he would let the matter rest. 

Senator Hory. Did you go to see Mr. Beasley ¢ 

Mr. Scuaupr. I had not been to work about an hour or two when he 

returned again. He was not satisfied. He must have gotten in touch, 

with Mr. Beasley, and he came back and told me that Mr. Beasley 
would see me. I think it was the following Monday, I would not be 
sure, and set the hour, about what hour it would be that I could reach 
him, so I decided there wouldn’t be any harm coming to me to see Mr. 
Beasley, and maybe talking the situation over with him. I did not 
intend to pay the money, but I did not let him know that at that 
time. 

When I came to Jackson here, for some reason he had been calle 
out of his office, and he left a note on the door stating that I could 
see him in Pelahatchie up to about 10:30 that morning, and after 
that time there wouldn’t be any use in my coming. So rather than 
to follow that up, I had the time to go, all right, but I began to see 
then it was a case of paying for a job, if I got it, and I was ‘not inter- 
ested, so I turned around and went back home. 

I think I did write him a letter stating that I was unable to con 
tact him, and that if he wanted to see me to let me know something 
about it, but I never heard from him since. 

Senator Horry. Did you hear from Mr. Beasley, or see him at any 
time until after you heard of the appointment of Mr. Smith? 

Mr. Scumipr. No, sir. I have never seen Mr. Beasley at all. That 
is the only 

Senator Horry. Did you have any contact with anybody else until 
you heard about Mr. Smith being appointed ? 

Mr. Scumipr. No, sir: the cule contact { made was that I wrote a 
letter to Mr. Beasley. I understood he was acting secretary of the 
committee at that time. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan ? 

Senator McCie.xan. As I understand it, you were not interested in 
buying a job? 

Mr. Scumipr. No, sir; I was not. 

Senator McCietian. And it was made perfectly plain to you that 
that was the only way you were going to get it ? 

Mr. Scumipr. I heard some rumors about it in a roundabout way, 
enough to be afraid that was what was happening, and when he came 
3 see me that pretty well confirmed what was going on. Therefore 

I did not mess with the matter too much. 

Senator McC.Letian. How long after he contacted you was it before 
someone was appointed ? 

Mr. Scumipr. Well, I think that it must have been about a month 
after that, possibly not quite that long. 

Senator McCietian. He never did come back to see you any more! 

Mr. Scumipr. No. 
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Senator McCietxian. They did not send anybody else to see you? 

Mr. Scumipr. No sir. 

Senator McCietian. That ended the matter when you came to see 
Mr. Beasley and he was out ? 

Mr. Scumipr. He left a note on the door explaining to me—I took 
the note down and gave it to Mr. Hatcher here. That is the last I 
contacted them. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

Mr. Grover Cleveland Smith, will you give the reporter your name, 
your address, and your present occupation ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. Grover C. Smith, Sontag, Miss., rural carrier, route 2. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any contact with Mr. Beasley or any- 
body representing the Mississippi Democratic Committee when you 
were on the eligible list and before your appointment ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. I came to Jackson on or about the 5th or 6th 
of July, something like that. 

Senator Hory. 1950? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. Who did you see? 

Mr. Sacra. I saw Mr. Be: asley. 

Senator Hory. All right. W hat was the conversation you had? 

Mr. Smirn. I went in the office and talked to him, and he told me 
that they would have to have a donation, and I asked him, I said, 

“What are you trying to do, disqualify me?” He said, “No, there 
is no trick to it whatever.” He said, the orders he had was that any- 
one receiving an appointment had to make a donation. 

I said, “Well, how much is your donation?” He said, “Well, the 
usual donation is $1,000.” I said, “Man, I couldn’t raise a thousand 
dollars to save my life.” He said, “Do you reckon you can get $500?” 
I says, “I don’t know.” 

Well, he said, *We have been waiting on Mr. Schmidt, that is the 
reason we have not contacted you,” and he said, “If one of you don't 
pay it we are going to call for another examination and disqualify 
all of you.’ 

Well, knowing what they had already done, I did not doubt but 
what they could do that, because in the fall of 1948, I believe it was, 
after this route became vacant, the postmaster down there applied for 
a transfer to the route. He was recommended for his transfer, and 
Mr. Calmer recommended me as acting postmaster until an examina- 
tion and a permanent appointment could be given. 

These guys got hold of the patronage somehow or other and it 
plainly tells you in the P. L. & R. that a postmaster serving 1 year’s 
satisfactory service at his office can transfer to a route that becomes 
vacant from his office. A postmaster serving 5 years with satisfactory 
service can transfer to a route becoming vacant from some other post 
office, and if they had the power to block that transfer, I don’t doubt 
but what they could disqualify every one of us and call for another 
examination or pull some other stunt. 

Senator Hory. Well, you had stood the examination and were third 
on the list? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you wanted the appointment? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Hory. And you decided that the only way to get it was to 
make a contribution ¢ 

Mr. Smirx. That was the only way. He didn’t make any bones 
about it. He says, “If you don’t, you won’t get it.” He says, “Can 
you get $500!/” I said, “I doubt it, but I will try.” 

Senator Hoey. Did you raise the $500? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. To whom did you pay it? 

Mr. Srrnu. Mr. B. C. Beasley. 

Senator Horry. Where? 

Mr. Suiru. In the office here in Jackson. 

re Hoey. By check or cash? 

Mr. Smrrx. Cold cash money, five $100 bills. 

Senator Horr. Do you remember the date when you paid it to him? 

Mr. Surri. It was on the 7th of July 1950. 

Senator Horry. The 7th of July 1950? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And then when did you get the appointment ? 

Mr. Smirxn. My appointment came in about the 16th or 17th of 
July, effective the 7th of August. 

Senator Hory. And you began your duties ? 

Mr. Smrru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you have been serving since that time ? 

Mr. Smiru. I have been serving since that time. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCietian. Did you have to borrow the money ? 

Mr. Situ. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator McCiettan. Did you consider yourself as making a volun- 
tary political contribution ¢ 

Mr. Smirn. Well, Senator, so to speak, if someone had a knife in 
your back telling you what to do, would you consider you were doing 
is voluntarily? [Laughter.] 

Senator McCietian. No, I would not consider it voluntary. 

Mr. Smirn. Well, I didn’t either. 

Senator McCietxan. I am simply trying to establish in the record 
here whether any such thing occurred as a voluntary contribution? 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir; it did not. 

Senator McCretxan. In connection with these jobs, and you are 
saying frankly that your contribution was not voluntary ? 

Mr. Smrru. No, sir: I don’t consider it so. 

Senator McCietLan. You had to borrow the money ? 

Mr. Suirn. I had to borrow the money, and it was tough, too. 

Senator McCrenian. So it wasn’t voluntary ? 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir; it wasn’t. 

Senator McCietian. That was to get the appointment ? 

Mr. Smrrn. Yes, sir. Now, Senator, I have been told that I would 
lose my job if I come down here, but if that is what it takes to get 
things going right for the veterans and the rest of the people of 
Mississippi, ‘let it go. [ Applause. ] 

Senator McCLeLian. You are ready to tell the truth ? 

Mr. Smitu. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Let there be no public demonstrations. Let us have 
order. 
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Senator McC.eit.tan. Have you ever made a political contribution 
before ? 


Mr. Smtru. No, sir; I have not. 

Senator McCretian. And none since ? 

Mr. Smrrn. None since. 

Senator McCietxan. All right, sir. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. Did you have any other conversations with any 
other members of the committee, Mr. Smith, aside from Mr. Beasley 9 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir. As I was leaving the office, after I had given 
the money to Mr. Beasley, Mr. Rogers came in and he introduc ed me 
to him, and I did not talk to him any, I came on out. 

Senator Munpr. Did you get a receipt from Mr. Beasley for your 
S500 ? 

Mr. Smirn. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator Munpr. As I gather from your testimony you are saying 
in just so many straightforward words that a veteran with a veteran’s 
preference and eligibility rating desiring to get a position with the 
post office, that it was your impression that since this committee had 
obtained control of the patronage there was no other way you could 
get it except to make a cold-cash payment ? 

Mr. Smirn. They told me I could not get it unless I made a dona- 
tion, a voluntary donation, of course, and I don’t think they wanted 
to give it to me, because they had already contacted Mr. Schmidt, 
and no one ever came to see me, because they knew Mr. Calmer had 
recommended me for the position of acting postmaster, when he 
recommended that the postmaster get transferred. 

Senator Munpr. They stopped that? 

Mr. Smiru. They stopped that; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So it was up to you to put up $500 or lose the job? 

Mr. Smirn. That was the only way I could get it; and I needed 
the job. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

Senator McCretitan. May I ask you one other question? Did you 
say something about Mr. Beasley saying he was ordered to do that? 

Mr. Smrrn. He said that was his orders, sir. 

Senator McCieiuan. Did he tell you from whom he got his orders? 

Mr. Smirn. No, sir; he did not. 

Senator McCLetuan. You could not throw any light on that? 

Mr. Smrru. No, sir, I could not. 

Senator McCretvan. All right. Thank you. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

Milton H. Loflin. Will you raise your right hand, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you shall give in this 
hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF MILTON H. LOFLIN, STAR, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Give the court reporter your name, your address, 
and your occupation. 

Mr. Lortrn. Milton H. Loflin, Star, Miss., rural mail carrier. 

Senator Hory. When were vou appointed rural carrier? 
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Mr. Lorin. I got a temporary appointment on the 7th of No- FR Anc 
vember 1949. » andm 
Senator Hory. Was your classification changed at any time ee ? In t 
Mr. Lorin. I got ‘a permanent appointment then in May, » anothe 
think it was, the 16th and 1950. m= “Mr.s 
Senator Horry. 1950? So . 
Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. - troduc 
Senator Hory. All right. When had you previously stood the [RF not kn 
examination for a rural carrier? don’t 
Mr. Lortrn. I took a noncompetitive examination. don’t | 
Senator Hory. A noncompetitive examination ? | ~—sctalkin 
Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. and he 
Senator Hory. When was that? “Loflir 
Mr. Lori. January 28, 1950. | Pelah: 
Senator Hory. All right. Then after standing that examina- people 
tion did you have any conference with any member of the Mississippi to tell 
Democratic Committee ? front ¢ 
Mr. Lorin. Yes: I did. I sa 
Senator Hory. With whom? | get to; 
Mr. Lorin. Well, the first person I talked to was Mr. Clarence [PF in Ra 
E. Hood. - electio 
Senator Hory. What was the substance of that conversation ? | Beasle 
Mr. Lorin. I came into Jackson and went to Mr. Forrest Jack /> tempo 
son’s office. I didn’t know anyone on the committee, and I told Tha 
him my business, and that I wanted to get a temporary appoint- — Som 
ment as a rural carrier, that a vacancy had occurred on the death will ge 
of the man who was the mail carrier there. So ] 
He said, “Mr. Hood is in now, right acr oss the hall,” and he pointed days. 
across the hall, and he said, “Go over there.” it, and 
So I went over to where there was maybe five or six or seven [—  ‘mentt 
gentlemen sitting outside the door, so I took my seat in line with or was 
these other gentlemen, and we waited, and some gentleman would said h 
go in and out. It looked like they were taking turns in going in. membe 
So after awhile Miss Clark came out and we all stood up. Some- — signsi 
body said, “There is Miss Clark.” She said, “Howdy, boys,” and we And 
said, “How dy”. ; ; have t 
Mr. Hood poked his head out the door about that time, and said. Fe 2nd tl 
“Do you fellows want to see me?” I said, “I do.” I was standing used— 
up so I went inside and introduced myself to Mr. Hood and told him T di 
my business. I told him I was a 10-point veteran, and that I had — py ¢ 
lived on the route for 50 years, and I knew everybody, and I wanted FP ‘dn’t 
to get a temporary appointment for this job. pe «init. 
He turned around to Mr. Rogers, I believe, or Miss Yelverton, I FP Master 
don’t know which one, and he says, “Has this job been let or given §— Noven 
yet?” I don’t know which of the words it was, and someone, I was Soa 
facing Mr. Hood sitting here, and the other gentleman was in back — ley. J 
of me, and I don’t know which one said, “No, it has not.” I dont — ‘eral 
know which one said, “No, it has not been let.” Mr. Hood said, “Let’s Ff ise 
give this man this job.” minist: 
Now, let me go back on this. Mr. Mize says, “Well, are you a Demo- In t 
crat,” and I said, “Yes, Iam.” : they h 
And he says, “Well, did you vote as a Democrat?” And I says I says, “ 
did, and then Mr. Hood says, “Well, here is a 10-point veteran and a I had 
Democrat,” he said, “Let’s give him this appointment.” pe matter 
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And that was about all of the conversation between Mr. Hood 
and me. 

In the meantime Mr. Beasley came in, and he began to talk about 
another applicant, Mr. Slocum. He mentioned his name. He said, 
“Mr. Slocum has his application in.’ 

So Mr. Hood—in the meantime, I forgot to mention this—he in- 
troduced me to all the other gentlemen whom I did not know, I did 
not know anyone, and he says to me, he says, “You know Mr. Beasley, 
don’t you? He is from your same county.” And I says, “No, I 
don’t believe I know Mr. Beasley.” And I turned around and starts 
talking to Mr. Beasley, and Mr. Beasley had a list of names on papers, 
and he got to turning this list of names in talking to me, and he says, 

“Loflin”—and he began to ask me about people in Star. He lived in 
Pelahachie, which was in the same county, and he began to talk about 
people at Star that I knew, and he asked me about them, and I began 
to tell him about different ones, and he just kept turning the pages in 
front of him. 

I said, “Mr. Beasley,” I says, “We got to get lined up now and 
= together i in this thing. ” He said, “Yes, I am ashamed of the vote 
in Rankin County.” I ‘think we got nine votes, maybe in the last 
election. He said, “I am ashamed of that vote.” I says, “Well, Mr. 
Beasley, you can help me with this job.” I says, “I want to get this 
temporary appointment.” 

That was about the extent of our conversation. 

Some other gentlemen began to come in, and he says, “I think you 
will get the appointment.” “He says, “I am going to pull for you. 

So I went out, and I did not come back any more then for several 
¢ iys. When I did come back in there I asked Mr. Beasley how was 

t, and he says, “We have decided to give you a temporary appoint- 
ment to this job,” and he gave me a copy of a letter that they had sent, 
or was going to send to Washington. I don’t remember whether he 
said he had sent it, or was going to send it. It seems to me, if I re- 
member correctly, that he said, “As soon as Mr. Hood comes in and 
signs it we will send it in.” 

And he gave me a copy of that, letter recommending me. I don’t 
have the letter, but it stated this way, that I was a 10-point veteran, 
and that I was qualified—I believe “Qualified” was the word he 
used—for the position. 

I did not come back. I took that copy and put it in my pocket, the 
copy of the letter, and I carried it home and carried it around and 
didn’t talk to anyone about it. In fact, I didn’t have much faith 
in it. So I carried that around, and it wasn’t long before the post- 
master got a notice that I was appointed temporary carrier, effective 
November 7 

So after I got that appointment, then I got a letter from Mr. Beas- 
ley. In the Mneantime, the letter from W ashington says to fill out 
- iin forms, I think it was 14 and 15, and to send a photostatic copy 
of discharge papers, and a photostatic copy from the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration, showing that I was a war veteran. 

In the meantime, I got the letter from Mr. Beasley, stating that 
they had the copy of the letter that I had the appointment. And he 

says, “Congratulations.” He says, “If I can help you”—he knew that 
Thad to fill out these forms, and he says, “If I can help you in this 
matter,” he says, “Don’t fail to call on me.” 
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So I had to come to Jackson to get a photostatic copy of my dis- 
charge, and a copy of the Veterans’ Administration, so I got these and compe 
went to Beasley’s office, and he helped me fill them out. him 2 
I got the civil-service forms at the post office, and I went up and we JB + wa: 
— them out. At that time Beasley said, “You are a 10-point vet- nonco 
‘an. We can give you a noncompetitive examination.” I said, “That « few 
is what I knew before I came here, that is the reason I asked for the & Sen 
temporary appointment.’ Mr. 
[ knew if I got the temporary appointment that I could under the § Sen 
law get an examination. We talked about it at that time, but there ff Mr. 
was no action taken on it. We sent these forms on in, and I came back FF Sen 
and talked with Mr. Beasley again about a ere examina- oiielad 
tion, and he said, “Yes, we talked about that, too.” So he says, “When Mr. 
do you start to work?” And TI says, “I start the 7th.” He ss sub “Well, & Sen 
we had better get that started because when you get on the job you Mr. 
won't have any time to do that.” He said. “Let’s cet that now.” Sen 
So he wrote a letter for me, and I signed it, asking Mr. Burke, tell- Mr. 
ing him that T was a 10-point veteran, that I wanted to get a non- & Sen 
competitive examination, so he wrote a letter also asking Mr. Burke — Sen 
to give me a noncompetitive examination. I don’t know the date. / office i 
Senator Hory. All right. After this occurred, or before, at any & Mr. 
time, did you make a contribution ? Sen 
Mr. Lorurn. I made a contribution on November 2 or 3, I forget Mr. 
which. Sen 
Senator Hory. Was that after you had received your notice of Mer. 
appointment ? me hi 
Mr. Loruin. Yes, sir; that was after I received my notice. _ T can’ 
Senator Hory. How did you happen to make that contribution / Sen 
Mr. Lori. That was a voluntary contribution on my part. Mr. 
Senator Hory. I know: but how did you decide on making it? Sen 
Mr. Lorin. Well, Mr. Beasley, as I said a while ago, he kept turn. & iin 
ing the list of names, and T figured that was the list of people that len 
had given contributions, and every time T was in there he was talking Mr. 
about how poor “we” was, and “We had to get together,” and every- fans 
thing like that, and I figured it was going to take a contribution to Mr. 
get me through. Sen 
Senator Hory. Did he ever say anything that he wanted you to Mr. 
make a contribution ? Sen 
Mr. Loriin. Did he ask me did I want to make one? about 
Senator Hory. Did he ask you to make one? Mr. 
Mr. Loriin. No, sir; he never did ask me to make one. Ser 
Senator Hory. He said they needed the money, though ? } Mr. 
Mr. Lorrin. Beg pardon ? Sen 
Senator Horry. He said the committee needed the money, did he! Mr 
Mr. Lortry. Beg pardon. me if 
Senator Hory. Did Mr. Beasley tell you that the committee needed §— out of 
the money, that they were having a hard time? Sex 
Mr. Loruin. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. He said that in these times and nel 
conditions we can hardly keep going, but he didn’t never ask me would § Mr 
I make a contribution. Sey 
Senator Hory. All right. Well, now, after vou received notice of Mr 
your appointment you made a contribution. Did you send a check — relati 
or did you pay it in cash? anyth 
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Mr. Lorir. I came back into Jackson, after he sent in my non- 
competitive eee request, a day or two after that, and gave 
him a check. I don’t remember when we mailed it, but I think 
it was about the 26th, I believe, or the 27th when we asked for a 
noncompetitive examination, but it was on the 2d or 3rd of November, 
a few days afterward. 

Senator Hory. You gave a check for $250? 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever pay any more? 

Mr. Lorin. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Was there any suggestion made by Mr. Beasley, or 
anybody else, as to how much you should pay ¢ 

Mr. Louin. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. How did you decide on the $250? 

Mr. Lorian. I borrowed $300, and I gave them $250 of it. 

Senator Hory. You just kept $50 for yourself ? 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hoey. All right. Senator McClellan ? 

Senator McCrietian. Did you have some conversations with a post- 
oflice inspector about this appointment / ¢ 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLeLttan. What was his name? 

Mr. Lorin. The post-office inspector ? 

Senator McCLe.ian. Yes. 

Mr. Lorurn. I don’t know what his name was. He just showed 
me his badge, that he was an inspector. They told me the name, but 
I can’t remember names, I can remember faces. 

Senator McCLetitan. Was his name Simms, or Jernigan ? 

Mr. Lorin. I believe that was the name. 

Senator McCietian. Which? 

Mr. Lorirx. When? 

Senator McCie.titan. No; which name was it, Simms, or Jernigan ? 

Mr. Loruin. There were two of them. 

Senator McC.Le.ttan. There were two of them ? 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCretitan. There were two together ? 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Did they have any conversation with you 
about this contribution ? 

Mr. Loruin. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. What did they tell you about it? 

Mr. Loriix. What did they tell me? 

Senator McCietian. Yes. 

Mr. Loriry. They just asked me about the contribution and asked 
me if it was a voluntary contribution, or did they demand the money 
out of me. 

Senator McCietitan. What did they tell you about not to tell any- 
one that you had made a contribution ? 

Mr. Lorin. Not to tell anyone? 

Senator McCietian. Yes. 

Mr. Lorin. No, sir. They told me not to give out any statements 
relative to the statement that I had made to them, but they didn’t say 
anything about the contribution. 
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Senator McCuetian. They told you not to tell anyone what youhad fF Sen 
told them? Mr. 
Mr. Lorry. That is right. : Sen 
Senator McCLeian. Is that why you hesitated or declined to tell mone! 
the staff of this committee about it when they first contacted you ? Mr. 
Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. When Senator Sheridan, I believe, came to §— make 
me [ Laughter. | Sen 
Senator Hory. Who? Mr. 
Mr. Lorin. I believe it was Senator Sheridan. His name was Sen 
Sheridan, I don’t know if he is a Senator or a Representative. Mr. 
Senator Hory. You don’t know whether it was the general or not! — Ser 
Mr. Lorurn. No, sir. [Laughter.] Ser 
Senator McCretuan. Did you decline to tell him, or refuse to tell § of sor 
him the facts about it? Mr 
Mr. Lorin. No; not after he showed me his card, I didn’t. When §& turnil 
we started walking to the car I didn’t know who he was. I thought Ser 
it was another inspector, and I told him I had done give my statement § the ti 
to one inspector and he told me not to give one out to anyone else,so  — contr’ 
he pulled out his credentials, and showed them to me, and then I was Mr 
ready to talk. But I expected maybe the field was full of inspectors — Ser 
and that was another one. There had been another one there a day or list— 
two ahead of that. Mr 
Senator McCie.tan. Did you tell him all the facts about it at that §— Ser 
time? get tl 
Mr. Lorin. Sir? : ” Mr 
Senator McCietian. Did you tell him all the facts about it at that Se} 
time? have 
Mr. Lorirn. No, sir. He gave me a subpena. He did not ask me Mr 
if I wanted to make a statement. Se 
Senator McCietian. He just gave you a subpena ? gest 
Mr. Lorin. Yes; he gave me a subpena and said—I believe the sub- decis: 
pena read to bring the canceled checks and I told him at that time Mr 
the inspector picked up the canceled checks. they 
Senator McCietian. He already got your checks? were 
Mr. Lorin. Yes. at th: 
Senator McCrietian. Had you ever made a political contribution Se) 
before ? get if 
Mr. Lorin. No, sir. get ¢ 
Senator McCiettan. You mean to tell us now that you arrived at § Mr 
that amount of $250, which you had to go and borrow, that you arrived § Se: 
at it in your own mind without anyone making that suggestion to you Se: 
at all? He 
Mr. Lorin. That is right. whic 
Senatr McCrenan. Or it being intimated to you that it was neces- and 1 
sary for you to make a contribution in order to get the appointment! Mi 
Mr. Lortrn. That is right. They let me know that they was ready § 
for donations, but they didn’t come directly and ask me. T) 
Senator McCretian. They didn’t demand it ? 
Mr. Lorin. No, sir. Se 
Senator McCietxan. But you understood they meant for you to prese 
donate if you got this job? Mi 
Mr. Lori. That is right. empl 
Senator McCriettan. You understood that ? Se 
Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. Dem 
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Senator McCretxian. That is why you complied with it? 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrie.tian. That is why you went and borrowed the 
money ¢ 

Mr. Lorin. That is right. I knew I was going to be expected to 
make a contribution. 

Senator McCietxtan. Do you call that a voluntary contribution ? 

Mr. Loriin. Yes; because they didn’t demand it. 

Senator McCietxan. They didn’t demand it? 

Mr. Lorurn. No, sir. 

Senator McCietxian. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. I think you said that Mr. Beasley had some names 
of some of the accounts, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Loriry. No; he had some names on these pages that he was 
turning or looking at. We were talking about boys in my home town. 

Senator Munor. And you concluded from what he was saying at 
the time he was turning those pages that they included a list of the 
contributors ? 

Mr. Lorury. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. And that if he didn’t find your name on the 
list 

Mr. Lorin. I'might not have a job. 

Senator Munpr. If your name was not in the list you might not 
get the job, because your name was not in the list at that time? 

Mr. Lorin. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So at that time you concluded that you would 
have to arrange for finances so as to make a contribution ? 

Mr. Lorin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So that there is a direct connection between the 
gestures and the methods and the comments of Mr. Beasley and your 
decision to make a contribution ? 

Mr. Loriin. No, sir. The only thing he led me to believe was that 
they needed money because they were “broke.and the condition they 
were in at that time. He meant for me to see how poor they was 
at that time and it looked like it would be a hard go. 

Senator Munpr. When he was telling you how tough it was to 
get it he was talking to you or conveying to you how tough it was to 
get contributions? 

Mr. Lorirn. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Horny. Stand aside. Mr. Beasley. 

Hold up your right hand. You solemnly swear that the testimony 
which you give in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth ? 

Mr. Brastey. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF BASCOM C. BEASLEY, PELAHATCHIE, MISS. 


Senator Horry. Mr. Beasley, will you give your name, address, and 
present occupation ? 

Mr. Brastry. Bascom C. Beasley, Pelahatchie, Miss.; not presently 
e mploy ed, 

Senator Hory. Mr. Beasley, what position did you hold with the 
Democratic committee of Mississippi for a while? 
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Mr. Brastey. Acting secretary. Sen 
Senator Hory. During what period of time? Mr. 
Mr. Beastey. From about January or February—last part of Jan- , later. 
uary or early part of February 1949 until July 1950. Sen 
Senator Hory. To July 1950? : refere 
Mr. Brastry. That is right. Mr. 
Senator Hory. During the time that you were acting secretary did f an ex 
you spend most of your time in the committee oflice—in the office judgi 
rooms ¢ No. 1 
Mr. Brastry. Yes. we CO 
Senator Hory. What were your duties as acting secretary? eligib 
Mr. Brastey. I tried to carry on all the correspondence in the office. appol 
Senator Hory. Did you write most of the letters of recommenda- Sen 
tion? I don’t mean write them. Did you get them up to be signed? White 
Mr. Brastey. Yes. Mr. 
Senator Hory. Did you contact and discuss cases with applicants Ser 
for office? tribut 
Mr. Beastey. Yes. Mr. 
Senator Hory. Did you explain to the applicants for office about accep 
the terms and conditions under which recommendations would be | Ser 
made? dorse’ 
Mr. Brastey. What do you mean “terms and conditions”? Mr 
Senator Hory. Did you tell them about what was necessary to be Ser 
sent you with reference to recommendations or endorsements or any- Mr. 
thing like that? Did you give them any ideas as to what should be Ser 
done? mitte 
Mr. Breastey. Yes; in a number of cases. that | 
Senator Hory. Have you been in the courtroom this afternoon ? | it wo 
Mr. Brastey. How is that? tribut 
Senator Hory. Have you been in the courtroom today ? Mr 
Mr. Brastey. Yes. Set 
Senator Hory. You have heard several of the witnesses testify with Mr 
reference to their conversations with you in regard to applications times 
which they had filed to obtain the endorsement of the committee for §— job bi 
appointment to office ? Ser 
Mr. Beastey. Yes, sir. Mr 
Senator Hory. Do you recall those different conversations? Set 
Mr. Brastey. I recall! as far as most of them. Some of them I don’t ment 
recall the exact words. you n 
Senator Hory. Let us take Mr. Whiteside. Do you recall a con- expec 
versation with him with reference to a job for which he was applying / Mr 
Mr. Beastey. Mr. Whiteside? . place 
Senator Hory. Yes. Sei 
Mr. Brastry. Yes. I don’t recall him coming to the office but actua 
once. I believe I recall his writing a letter to the office and which positi 
letter I don’t think I ever replied to, but the only time I remember 
Mr. Whiteside coming to the office he came in there with a letter from Mr 
Dr. Barrett, of Tupelo, introducing him—I am telling you as well as _ Sel 
I recall—recommending him for a position as rural carrier at Moore- wl 
ville. I wouldn't say that positively. I expect that is the town. 
Senator Hory. Do you recall mentioning to Mr. Whiteside about 
the necessity of making a contribution ? ; made 
a Beastey. I didn’t so suggest to Mr. Whiteside to make a con- appo 
tribution. 
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Senator Hory. He did make a contribution of $500? 

Mr. Brastey. He did later. He mailed a check through the mail 
later. 

Senator Hory. What conversation did you have with him with 
reference to his endorsement or with reference to his contribution / 

Mr. Beastey. I believe Mr. Whiteside told me that he had taken 
an examination, and I understood he was a 10-point veteran, and 
judging by his education and experience I felt like that he would be 
No. 1 on the list, if he was a 10-point veteran. And I told him that 
we could recommend him for a temporary appointment and when the 
eligible list came out he could be recommended for a permanent 
appointment. 

Senator Hory. What was said about a contribution by you to Mr. 
Whiteside ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. I didn’t ask him for a contribution. 

Senator Hory. I didn’t ask you that. What did you say about a con- 
tribution ¢ 

Mr. Beastry. I told him we were not selling jobs; that we would 
accept contributions from anyone. 

Senator Hory. Did vou tell him that before he had gotten the en- 
dorsement or afterward ¢ 

Mr. Beastey. I told him that before. 

Senator Hory. Before? 

Mr. Breastry. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Now, in your contacts with the members of the com- 
mittee—and you were acting for them—was it the established policy 
that you informed all of these applicants for recommendation that 
it would be necessary, or that they would be expected, to make a con- 
tribution to the committee ¢ 

Mr. Beastry. No, sir: that was not the policy. 

Senator Hory. Did you follow the rule of letting them all know? 

Mr. Brastry. I was mentioning contributions all the time, lots of 
times, to different people: not only to the ones that were there for a 
job but everybody that I thought I could help. 

Senator Hory. You were after getting contributions ? 

Mr. Beastry. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, these men who were seeking the endorse- 
ment of the committee and recommendation from the committee, did 
you not in each instance lead them to understand that they would be 
expected to make a contribution ? 

Mr. Brasiey. I did not intend to be construed that way. I did not 
place it as a condition, that they must do it. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, let us be frank about it. Wasn't it the 
actual practice that the committee did not recommend people for 
positions unless they either had already made a contribution or unless 
the committee had reason to believe they were going to ? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir; that was not the practice. 

Senator Hoey. Do you know if recommendations were made or sent 
in where no contributions were made at all either before or after? 

Mr. Brastry. How is that ? 

Senator Hory. Do you recall any cases where appointments were 
made that contributions were not made either before or after the 
appointment was made? 
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Mr. Beastey. Any appointment where a contribution was not made ’ 
Senator Hory. Yes. In other words, was there anybody appointed 
to office upon the recommendation of this committee unless a contri 
bution had been made either before the appointment was made or 
afterwards? 

Mr. Beastey. I feel sure there were some. 

Senator Hory. Can you name anyone? Can you name any person 
who was appointed to office upon the recommendation of this com- 
mittee who had not either made a contribution before he was recom 
mended or who did not make one afterward ? 

Mr. Brastey. Do you mean made through the office or to my per- 
sonal knowledge? 

Senator Hory. No; I mean came to the office. 

Mr. Brastey. To my personal knowledge? 

Senator Hory. Of course, yes, to your knowledge, but made to the 
committee; not necessarily made to you but made to the committee. 

Mr. Brastry. Yes; there were a number of them. 

Senator Horry. Well, who? 

Mr. Beastry. Debrow, at Baxterville, is one that I can think of. 

Senator Hory. This Debrow, at Baxterville—what office does he 
hold? 

Mr. Brastey. Rural mail carrier. 

Senator Hory. What relation is he to Henry Debrow who testified 
yesterday ? 

Mr. Beastry. I understand his brother. 

Senator Hory. Anybody else besides Henry’s brother, who was ap- 
pointed under those conditions without a contribution either before 
or after? 

Mr. Beastey. You don’t want everybody in the census jobs, and so 
forth? 

Senator Horr. I am talking about the post office—either rural car- 
riers or any position in the post office. 

Mr. Brastry. I would say Redwood, Miss., acting postmaster. 

Senator Hory. Who is that? 

Mr. Brastey. Mrs. Dohrn I believe is the name. I am not sure. 

Senator Hory. When was she appointed ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t know. 

Senator Hory. Now do you mean you don’t know whether she con- 
tributed anything or not? 

Mr. Brastey. So far as I know she did not. 

Senator Hory. You don’t say that she did not contribute but you 
don’t know whether she did ? 

Mr. Breastey. To my personal knowledge I don’t know. 

Senator Hory. Let us come back to another of these cases. Did you 
make a recommendation for this lady at Redwood ? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes; for acting postmaster. 

Mr. Hory. You personally made the recommendation or directed 
it— apes: it? 

Mr. Beastey. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Tell us about that. Did you deal with her about it 
or discuss it with her, or did some other member of the committee do 
that ? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t think any member of the committee did talk 
with Mrs. Dohrn, if that is her name. The postmaster retired over 
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there and we called on somebody in Vicksburg to select a man for act- 
ing postmaster, and the name he selected, the party he selected, had 
turned it down, I understand, when the inspectors went to c ‘heck him in 
and then he selected Mrs. Dohrn—he submitted Mrs. Dohrn’s name. 

Senator Hory. In other words, so far as you know, no contribution 
was made by her either before or after her appointment ? 

Mr. Beastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you know Mr. Grover C. Smith? 

Mr. Beastry. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. Did you make a recommendation for his appoint- 
ment or handle it ? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. How much did he contribute? 

Mr. Beastey. As far as I recall, $500. 

Senator Horry. Did you send Mr. Leggett to contact Roy A. 
Schmidt ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t recall sending Mr. Leggett to contact any par- 
ticular individual. He was in the office one day and the eligible list 
had come in and I asked him to find out if he knew some people 
around Sontag. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell Mr. Leggett that he might offer this 
to Mr. Roy A. Schmidt, who was the second highest man, and that 
he would ask him to make a contribution of a thousand dollars ? 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did you say to him about the amount? 

Mr. Brastey. I didn’t say anything about any amount. 

Senator Hory. You don’t know—you didn’t say anything about any 
amount of money ? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. In talking to Mr. Leggett what did you tell him to 
inform these people that he contacted? Did you tell him to inform 
these people that he contacted that they would be expected to con- 
tribute ? 

Mr. Beastey. No; I didn’t tell him that we expected them to 
contribute, 

Senator Hory. What instructions did you give him when he was 
asked by you with reference to contacting these different people? 

Mr. Brastry. I asked him to find out who the people were down 
there and submit a name of one of the three. I want to say here that 
1 think Mr. Schmidt or Gover Smith understood me when he said 
we canceled the eligible list, because I think the committee had no 
authority to cancel any eligible list that the Civil Service Commission 
had. I don’t think I said that; I think he misunderstood me. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Beasley, do you have any records of how much 
money you took in for the committee; or did you keep that record ? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Or were those records in charge of the committee? 

Mr. Brastry. I don’t have any records. 

Senator Hory. Could you give us any idea of about how much you 
collected ? 

Mr. Brastey. I couldn't right offhand. 

Senator Horny. Can you give us just an approximation of the amount 


you collected during your term of service there, or that passed through 
your hands? 
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Mr. Beastey. Do you mean which was mailed to the office, brought 
to the office, and Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner receipts and all? 

Senator Hory. Well, limit this outside of the Jetferson-Jackson 
Day receipts. Can you give some idea of the contributions ¢ 

Mr. Brastry. I am just going to make a rough guess of about 
between 5 and 10 thousand dollars. I am just guessing at it. I don’t 
have any idea. 

Senator Hory. That is the amount of contributions that you think 
were made during your term of service, exclusive of the Jackson Day 
receipts / 

Mr. Breastry. That is right. 

Senator Horny. About how much was realized from the three Jack- 
son Day dinners; do you know? 

Mr. Brasiry. I don’t have any idea. 

Senator Hory. Was it a considerable sum ? 

Mr. Breastey. What would you call a considerable sum ¢ 

Senator Hory. Well, 15, 20 thousand dollars. 

Mr. Beastey. How much? 

Senator Hory. 15 to 20 thousand dollars. 

Mr. Brastery. I wouldn’t think so. 

Senator Hory. What was it? 

Mr. Beastey. I wouldn’t think so. 

Senator Hory. What was it? 

Mr. Beastey. I think there were something like four or five hundred 
tickets sold in 1949, and so far as the Jackson Day in 1950 and 1951 
I couldn’t tell you how much. 

Senator Hory. You couldn’t give the exact figures ? 

Mr. Brastry. No. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Beasley, in conversation with members of the 
committee or Mr. Hood or Mr. Rogers or Mr. Mize or any other 
members of the committee, did you have instructions to call this 
matter of contributions to the attention of people who sought 
endorsements or who received appointments ¢ 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. What instructions did you have about that ? 

Mr. Brastey. I really didn’t have any instructions. I had under- 
stood that I could solicit contributions. They didn’t say from job 
seekers. 

Senator Hory. You heard the testimony of these witnesses, I 
believe three or four today, who testified to paying the money to you 
either by checks or in cash ? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did those parties pay the money that they testified 
to, to you? 

Mr. Brastry. According to my recollection of the amounts that they 
named ; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 

Senator McCiettan. What were your duties as secretary with 
reference to keeping records of contributions received ? 

Mr. Beastey. According to what was read by Mr. Flanagan yester- 
day morning it was much more than I did. When Mr. Mize placed 
me in the office probably about a month prior to the Jefferson-Jackson 
Day dinner of 1949, it was with the understanding that I would serve 
through the dinner and they would name a secretary. I didn’t do any 
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more—in fact, I didn’t have time to do too much; but as far as setting 
up any books, I never did because I didn’t think I was going to be 
there any time. In fact, I thought a month was all I was going to be 
there. 

Senator McCietian. As I understand it you served about 18 months, 
didn’t you? 

Mr. Brastery. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCre.ian. During that time what records did you keep? 

Mr. Brastry. Nothing except what was found in the files. ‘Of 
course, I didn’t handle the bank account. 

Senator McCrettan. Did you keep a list of contributors as required 
by law? 

Mr. Beastry. No, sir. 

Senator McCretitan. Did you comply with the law in keeping a 
list of contributors ? 

Mr. Beastey. I didn’t keep a list of them. 

Senator McCietLan. Were you instructed to do that? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCrievitan. From whom did you get your orders and 
instructions ? 

Mr. Beastey. I didn’t hardly ever get any. 

Senator McCietian. By whom were you employ ed? 

Mr. Brastey. Mr. Mize, as I said, placed me in charge of the office 
when Mr. Scott left and I just tried to carry on the routine work of 
the office. 

Senator McCiettan. What was your salary ? 

Mr. Brastey. I didn’t get any salary. 

Senator McCie.ian. Did you get a commission ? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir; no commission. 

Senator McCieiian. How did you get paid? 

Mr. Brastey. Some weeks I would be given $30 for expenses. Some 
weeks 

Senator McCiettan. Who would give it to you? 

Mr. Beastey. Mr. Mize, from a special account and a little later 
from the Truman-Barkley Club account and later Mr. Rogers. 

Senator McC.ettan. Some weeks you got nothing? 

Mr. Beastey. That is right. 

Senator McCienuan. Can you tell us how much you were paid 
during the time you served there ? 

Mr. Brastey. Not offhand; no. 

Senator McCrietxian. Did you have any agreement about how much 
you were to be paid? 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCieiian. You never did have any agreement about that ? 

Mr. Beastey. Except Mr. Mize told me the afternoon that he told 
me to go to the office the next morning that he would give me $30 a 
week expense, thirty or thirty-five. I "believe it was thirty- five. 

Senator McCieitan. What expenses did you have to pay out of 
the $30 a week ? 

Mr. Brastey. Coming and going to Pelahatchie. 

Senator McCietian. How far is it from here? 

Mr. Brastey. About 25 miles. And eating three meals a day 
days a week, 6 or 7 days a week. 
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Senator McCrecitan. That was hardly enough to cover your ex- 
penses. 

Mr. Brastey. It didn’t cover it. 

Senator McCrietxan. It didn’t cover it? 

Mr. Beastey. No. 

Senator McCLetian. So that you never had a salary for 18 months’ 
work ? 

Mr. Brastry. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. During this time that you received these con- 
tributions what did you do with them after you received them? 

Mr. Beastey. I would place them in a box to be deposited by Mr. 
Rogers. 

Senator McCrietxian. Mr. Rogers was the treasurer ? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes. 

Senator McCrietian. Was he treasurer during all the time you 
served ? 

Mr. Beastey. No. I don’t remember when he opened the account 
that he handled. He and Mr. Mize on the Truman-Barkley Club had 
a joint account. 

Senator McCretitan. What funds went into the Truman-Barkley 
Club account ? 

Mr. Brastry. As I recall it, only the sale of tickets to the 1949 
Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner. 

Senator McCrettan. That was for the Jefferson-Jackson Day 
dinner ? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrietitan. And these contributions or donations that 
were made, in what name were they kept ? 

Mr. Brastey. Fora while there in Mr. Mize’s special account. That 
is, the Mississippi Democratic Committee special account. 

Senator McCietian. You had a special account in the name of the 
committee / 

Mr. Brastery. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Did you make deposits in it ? 

Mr. Brastey. I made some. 

Senator McCLetian. Were those deposits of contributions that you 
received ? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. Were all these contributions that you received 
incidental to the recommendation of the committee for some jobs ? 

Mr. Brastry. I don’t think so. 

Senator McCretian. Can you name any that were not? 

Mr. Brastey. It would be hard to right now. I believe there was a 
contribution from Mr. Russell down in Crystal Springs that went in 
that special account. I am not saying this definite. That is one case 
that I know of. As far as I know we had others. 

Senator McCietitan. How much did he contribute ? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t recall the amount, Senator. I think it was 
something like two or three hundred dollars. I don’t recall. 

Senator McCietian. The fellow that wanted the job contributed 
the most, didn’t he? 

Mr. Brastry. I am not certain of that. 

Senator McCie.t.an. You are not certain of that ? 

Mr. Beastey. I wouldn’t say that. 
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Senator McCiettan. Who contributed more than these boys that 
wanted these jobs? Can you name any ? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t recall any because I don’t remember all the 
deposits I made at that time in Mr. Mize’s account. 

Senator McCrietitan. These boys that were applicants for jobs 
made the principal contributions; isn’t that right? You got far more 
than from anyone that was just interested in politics, didn’t you? 

Mr. Brastey. So far as those that I handled, that is just about true. 
I heard that yesterday. 

Senator McCrietian. I think that is about all you handled, 
wasn’t it? 

Mr. Brastry. That is right. 

Senator McCretian. And that is the way you supported this Dem- 
ocratic committee, by getting contributions from those who wanted 
jobs. That is the way it was supported, wasn’t it ¢ 

Mr. Breastey. That helped to support it. 

Senator McCiettan. What else helped to support it? 

Mr. Brastey. I think there were other contributions besides. 

Senator McCieLian. You think there were ? 

Mr. Beastry. Yes. 

Senator McCietxian. Did you get any? 

Mr. Beastey. How is that? 

Senator McCrieiian. Did you get any others except where there 
was a job involved? Name one that you got where there wasn’t any 
job involved. 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t recall any now. 

Senator McC.Le.ian. In 18 months you cannot recall one that you 
handled except that it involved the recommendation for a Federal 
job, can you? 

Mr. Brastry. As well as I recall, some came in the office that did 
not involve Federal jobs. 

Senator McCietnan. I am talking about those that you handled as 
secretary. 

Mr. Beastry. I won't say that all of them did. 

Senator McCietian. You won't say they did not either, will you? 

Mr. Brastry. No; I won’t say there was only one. 

Senator McCiettan. Would you name one person that ‘you recall, 
that you received money—that made no contribution, so far as you 
know, that obtained a Federal job during the time that you were 
secretary ¢ 

Mr. Brastry. That made no contribution ? 

Senator McCiettan. That made no contribution; yes, Mr. Beasley. 
You named someone. I never did understand the name, some lady 
you thought that maybe received an appointment, that made no con- 
tribution either before or after the appointment was received. So far 
as you know you stated she did not. You haven’t named any other. 

Mr. Beastry. The postmaster at Edwards; Edwards, Miss. 

Senator McCietxan. Is that the same one you named a while ago? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. Who was he? 

Mr. Brastey. His name is Kinder. 

Senator McCietian. Kinder? 

Mr. Beastry. I believe that is his name. 
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Senator McCrettan. Do you know who handled that? Did you 
handle it yourself? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietxian. Did he confer with you about it? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. He never conferred with you about it? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Do you know who recommended him? 

Mr. Brastry. I did. 

Senator McCriexian. Sir? 

Mr. Brastey. I did. 

Senator McCietian. Without any conference about it at all? 

Mr. Brastey. That is right, without any conference at all. I hada 
cousin, Mrs. Ragen, and I just asked her a few questions about Mr. 
Kinder and I recommended him. 

Senator McCuiettan. Can you name now how many that did make 
contributions that did get a job? Name as many as you can, as many 
as you can remember “during the 18 months. Start naming them. 
There are several of them testified here already. There may be some 
others. 

Mr. Beastey. I can’t name any at the present time. 

Senator McCietian. You can’t name any? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.tLan. Could you have named these if they had not 
come here and testified? Had you forgotten about them until they 
testified ? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator McC.e.tian. You had not forgotten about them ? 

Mr. Brastry. I understood you to say to name some that had con- 
tributed that had not obtained jobs. Was that the question ? 

Senator McCretian. That was the first question and in that respect 
you named two. Now I am trying to get you to name those that did 
make contributions that got jobs incident to the contribution to the 
committee. How many of them? Name them. 

Mr. Brastey. I know about a check—if a check came through the 
office. I know about the check from Earl Embrey, of Coldwater. 

Senator McCietitan. Who? 

Mr. Beastey. Earl Embrey. 

Senator McCietitan. That isone. Proceed. 

Mr. Brastey. Mr. Dickerson. 

Senator McCietitan. Mr. Dickerson / 

Mr. Brastery. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. All right. Let’s see how many of them you 
can remember, so we won't have to go out here and hunt them all up. 

Mr. Berastey. Indirectly I understood Mr. Vance at Neshoba. 

Senator McCLettan. How much did he contribute ? 

Mr. Breastry. I believe it was $100. 

Senator McCietian. Allright. Name another. 

Mr. Beastey. That contributed direct to me ? 

Senator McCietian. That you know made a contribution, whether 
direct to you ornot. You were the secretary. 

Mr. Beastey. Well, Mr. Whittington at Magnolia, I believe made 

acontribution. I don’t know how much. 
Senator McCietitan. What job did he get ? 
Mr. Beastey. Rural carrier. 
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Senator McCietian. Allright. Name some more. 

Mr. Brastry. Mr. Meyers at McComb, rural carrier. 

Senator McCietian. Allright. Go ahead. 

Mr. Brastery. That is all I can think of now, that I know of per- 
sonally, from a personal standpoint. 

Senator McCieitian. That is all you can think of that you know 
personally, except those that have testified here, that have dealt 
directly with you ? 

Mr. Brastry. That is right. 

Senator McCietxan. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Breastey. That is right. 

Senator McCrietian. You heard Mr. Smith testify, I believe, that 
he borrowed $500 and paid it to you ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Because you told him he had to do that or he 
would not get it? 

Mr. Brastey. I think Mr. Smith misunderstood me. I never told 
anybody they would have to do that. 

Senator McCietian. Did you also tell him, Smith, that if either 
he or Schmidt did not pay the money and take the job that you would 
have all of the applicants disqualified and call for another examina- 
tion ? 

Did you tell him that or not? He says you did. 

Mr. Beastey. I don’t believe I did, and if I did, I don’t remember, 
because if I did, I did not have any authority, and I don’t think Mr. 
Hood’s signature on the letter had authority to call for a new examina- 
tion under the civil-service rules. I don’t think I told him that. I 
think he misunderstood me, if he understood me that way. 

Senator McCiettan. He would hardly misunderstand that. Did 
you talk to him about it at all? 

Mr. Beastey. About canceling? 

Senator McCtetian. About calling for another examination? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.uaNn. Tell us whether you did make him understand 
and intended to make him understand that it was absolutely necessary 
for him to make this contribution, if he expected to get the job. Did 
you do it or not? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t see how I could have made him understand 
it was necessary. 

Senator McCietian. Can’t you make yourself understood? 

Mr. Beastey. I didn’t tell him it was necessary. 

Senator McCietnan. You didn’t tell him it was necessary ? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator McCretnan. Did you talk to him so he would understand 
that you meant it was necessary ? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t think so, Senator. 

Senator McCrettan. You don’t think you did? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Wouldn’t you know whether you did or not? 

Mr. Breastey. I don’t believe I did. 

Senator McCietian. You still don’t believe you did? 

Mr. Brastey. No. 

Senator McCiettan. But you won't say you didn’t? 





222 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Mr. Beastry. Not with as many people as I talked to up there with 
cases like that. 

Senator McCietian. Trying to get money out of them? | Laugh- 
ter. | 

Mr. Brastey. Money wasn’t mentioned up there. 

Senator McCretian. Did you say to him that you had orders from 
someone else, that those were your instructions to see that they did 
pay, or make a contribution ? 

Mr. Berastry. I don’t believe I said that. I don’t recall it. I 
didn’t have any. 

Senator McCietian. You didn’t have any orders or instructions? 

Mr. Brastery. No, sir. 

Senator McC.Letitan. Who gave you your instructions as to how to 
operate that ? 

Mr. Brastey. I didn’t get too many instructions. 

Senator McCietian. Well, you didn’t get enough. From whom 
did you get too little? 

Mr. Brastey. I was looking for them from month to month to get 
a regular secretary-treasurer, and they tried to get people for the 
rural routes close around, and I tried to handle it at. the office to tell 
the committeemen where a vacancy occurred. I tried to get recom- 
mendations from them; sometimes those didn’t answer the letters. 

Senator McCietitan. Were any part of these funds during the 
time that you were secretary, during the time you served, were any 
part of these funds ever transmitted to or contributed to the National 
Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Brastry. Not so far as I know. 

Senator McCiettan. What became of the money? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t know. 

Senator McCiei.tan. Did you disburse any of it? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator McCietian. Did you get any of it? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. You don’t know where it is now? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Or how it was spent? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator McCrietian. You have no information about that? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCriettan. Who does know? Who can tell us? 

Mr. Brastey. I guess the one that handled the bank account. 

Senator McCietitan. Who handled the bank account? 

Mr. Brastry. Well, as I said a while ago, there were three different 
accounts in there. 

Senator McCietian. Who of the committee can tell us what the 
money was disbursed for and how it was used ? 

Mr. Brastey. I guess the one that wrote the checks. 

Senator McCietian. Who wrote the checks? 

Mr. Brastry. Well, on the special account, Mr. Mize. 

Senator McCietitan. Mr. Mize wrote the checks on the special 
account. 

Mr. Brastey. On the Truman-Barkley Club account, which was 
discontinued sometime back, the checks were signed by both Mr. Mize 
and Mr. Rogers. 
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And the checks that I have gotten since then have been signed by 
Mr. Rogers. 

Senator McCrietxian. Is Mr. Rogers the one who you turned over 
your contributions to, those you received ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. You turned them over to him? 

Mr. Beastey. Right. 

Senator McCrietian. If the check was made payable to you in- 
dividually, did you endorse the check and deliver it to Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Brastry. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. And did you receive some checks like that? 
You did, did you not? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t recall. 

Senator McCuietian. Sir? 

Mr. Beastry. I don’t recall right now. 

Senator McCietian. You are not sure whether you received some 
checks made payable directly to you? 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCietxan. Did you receive cash delivered directly to 
you? : 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietLan. You did receive cash ? 

Mr. Brastey. That is right. 

Senator McCrecian. And the cash and checks, whatever you re- 
ceived in contributions to get these jobs, you turned the money over to 
Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Berastry. I put the money in the box there for Mr. Rogers. 

Senator McCietxan. Did he get the money ? 

Mr. Beastey. I guessso. Iam sure he did. There were some times 
that some of the money would be used to buy stamps or pay for mimeo- 
graphing work, or something like that, where there wasn’t a charge 
account. 

Senator McCietxan. Did you have authority to make those ex- 
penditures ? 

Mr. Brastry. I understood I did. There didn’t nobody tell me to 
or not to. 

Senator McCiettan. Did you use any of the money for your own 
personal use. 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir. 

Senator McCtietxian. All of it went into this fund, is that right? 

Mr. Beastey. That is right. 

Senator McCuietxan. So far as you were concerned, you got no per- 
centage, no commission on it, no pay out of it? 

Mr. Beastry. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Beasley, what inducement was made to you to 
work for a committee that you alleged paid you less than your actual 
expenses ¢ 

{r. Beastey. How is that? 

Senator Munpr. What inducement did the committee make to you 
to devote 18 months of your life working on a job that paid you less 
than out-of-pocket expenses ? 

Mr. Brastey. As I said, Senator, they didn’t make any. I took 
that strictly thinking that when the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner, 
held in 1949, I think they had a committee meeting the same day, that 
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they would elect a secretary-treasurer, and there was something said 
about my staying on, and the time just went on faster than I realized. 
I didn’t want the place or the position. 

Senator Munpr. You worked for 18 months—you worked 17 months 
longer than you expected to? 

Mr. Beastey. That is right, about that. 

Senator Munpr. During that time you were working at a financial 
loss to yourself ? 

Mr. Brastey. Well, I expect—yes; at a financial loss to myself. 

Senator Munpr. You are a man of independent means so you could 
afford to donate your time to a good cause like that ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. Yes. My wife makes a living. [Laughter.] 

Senator Munpr. Your wife makes a living for you! 

Mr. Beastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. How much money did Mr. Mize turn over to you 
when you were secretary ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. Turn over to me? 

Senator Munpr. Yes; as secretary of the committee. 

Mr. Brastey. For what purpose? What do you mean, turn it over 
to deposit ? 

Senator Munpr. Turn it over to you as contributions that he col- 
lected from others ? 

Mr. Brastey I don’t believe Mr. Mize turned any over tome. Some- 
times he would come into the oflice and make out a deposit slip, and I 
would carry it to the bank. I don’t recall his handing any money 
over to me. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t recall his turning any over to you as 
secretary / 

Mr. Beastry. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. He testified that it was always his practice to put 
it in his bank account, and then take it out of his bank account and 
turn it over to you. Are you trying to say that Mr. Mize put it in 
his own bank account and kept it there ? 

Mr. Brastey. Didn’t he say he turned it over to his secretary ? 

Senator Munpr. You were his secretary. 

Mr. Beastrey. Well, if Mr. Mize turned any checks over to me they 
were put in the box, in the locker, to be deposited. I do recall Mr. 
Mize coming in and leaving some checks in there. 

Senator Munpr. I want to find out how much money he turned over 
to you, as secretary. He testified that it was his habit to collect the 
money, put it in his own bank account, take it out of his bank account, 
turn it over to you as secretary. 

Now, I am curious to know how much money he turned over to you, 
in that operation. 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t recall that he turned any over to me, except 
maybe Jefferson-Jackson Day dinners, he would come in and write 
out some checks. 


Senator Munpr. And so far as you know he did not take the money 
back out again? 
Mr. Beastey. The money turned over to me was not directly— 


what I mean by that was that he had no reason to turn contributions 
over to me. 


Senator Munpr. Who would he turn them over to? 
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Mr. Beastey. He said his secretary. I think he meant paying for 
tickets for the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinners; and maybe some other 
contributions, I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Were you not his secretary? I thought you said 
he appointed you ? 

Mr. Beastey. Yes, most times he didn’t turn—during the time 
back there I don’t recall him turning any over to me. 

Senator Munpr. You can’t remember that he ever turned any money 
over to you as secretary of the committee ? 

Mr. Beastry. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. I remember one specific case where he said he got 
$500, and he put it in the bank. I was curious to know why a man 
celine ting money for a committee would put it in his own bank account. 

I asked him, and he said that was a convenient way to handle it. He 
took the money out of the bank account, he did not keep it, but he 
turned it over to you as secretary. 

Mr. Beastry. I don’t recall his turning it over to me. 

Senator Munpr. All right. During the 18 months that you served 
as secretary for the committee, did you ever make a report to Wash- 
ington on contributions received, and expenditures made by your 
politic al committee, as required by the law? 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir, I did not make any. 

Senator Munpr. I presume that the attorney that you hired for 
$5,000, giving counsel to the committee, must have advised you, as 
secretary, that the Federal law required a semiannual report of all 
political committees to Washington, didn’t he? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t recall his doing that. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever go to your attorney for legal advice? 

Mr. Breastey. How is that? 

Senator Munopr. Did you ever go to the committee attorney for 
legal advice? 

“Mr. BrAstry. Legal advice for the committee? 

Senator Munpr. For legal advice for the committee ¢ 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir. 

Senator Munpt. You wanted to keep within the law, didn’t you? 

Mr. Brastry. I don’t recall having done so. 

Senator Munpr. What? 

Mr. Beastery. I don’t recall having gone to him for any legal advice 
concerning the committee. 

Senator Munpr. Wasn’t he the attorney for the committee? 

Mr. Brastey. That was my understanding. 

Senator Munpr. That was your understanding? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. What attorney would you go to to get legal advice 
in your capacity as secretary of a political committee like that? To 
whom would you go to get advice? 

Mr. Beastry. I did’nt go to any. 

Senator Munpr. Weren't you interested in conforming with the law ? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes. I was not trying to violate it. 

Senator Munpr. I would think not. Why didn’t you go to the 
attorney to find out? Whose responsibility was it to advise » the com- 
mittee as to what was legal, or what was illegal? Who had that 
responsibility ? 

Mr. Brastey. That I don’t know. 
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Senator Munpr. That you don’t know? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You did not make any endeavor to find out? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. How did you finally happen to decide to quit work- 
ing for the committee, after working for them for 18 months with 
no pay 

Mr. Beastey. Well, I said something about resigning two or three 
times, along in May 1950, I spent about a week or 10 days in the hos- 
pital, in a run-down condition, and alcoholic, and again in June and 
in July. The time Mr. Mize was talking about, I was loaded with 
whisky at that particular time. 

Senator Munpr. I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Beastey. About 2 weeks prior to the time that I went into what 
you could call the DT’s, I was taking bromides trying to keep from 
drinking whisky. I don’t know what time it was in June that I went 
into DT’s. I know it was about the second day of August before I 
realized anything, after that, the fourth day, I went home, and stayed 
around quite a while. 

Senator Munpr. Who accepted your resignation ? 

Mr. Brastey. My resignations never were accepted. When I talked 
about it they would say stay a little longer. I understand Mr. Mize, 
the morning I was not there—what I mean by that, the morning he 
mentioned when my wife came over with me, he told her to keep me 
away from there and carry me to the hospital. I believe they carried 
me that night, and carried me over, and I stayed 3 or 4 days, according 
to the information I got later. 

Mr. FianaGan. Get up closer to the microphone. The reporter can- 
not hear you. Stay up close to the microphone. 

Senator Munpr. It is hard for me to understand, getting back again 
to the time when I asked you a question and you testified that you 
were a man of independent means, that you did not have to work for 
a living, I did not understand whether you said that, or that your wife 
earned the living for the family. 

Mr. Brastey. My wife made the existence. 

Senator Munpr. What occupation did she have? 

Mr. Beastey. How is that? 

Senator Munpr. What kind of work was she engaged in ? 

Mr. Berastey. Acting postmaster at Pelahatchie, appointed in 
1947. 

Senator Munpr. Were you ever an applicant for a Federal posi- 
tion of any kind? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. What one? 

Mr. Beastey. I spent 15 years in the Railway Mail Service. I be- 
lieve it was from 1930 to 1945. 

Senator Munprt. After that did you ever apply for a transfer to 
any other kind of Federal service ? 

Mr. Brastey. I sent a couple of applications to I believe what then 
was the Deputy Postmaster General for reinstatement to rural route, 
and in 1948 I applied for reinstatement in the Railway Mail Service. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever apply for any Federal positions 
since ? 
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Mr. Brastry. I did make an application to OPS. 

Senator Munpr. OPS? 

Mr. Beastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Couldn’t you get the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee to recommend you for that ? 

Mr. Brastry. I don’t know whether I could or not. 

Senator Munpr. You made that application ? 

Mr. Brastey. I made the application with Mr. Burke. 

Senator Munpr. While you were secretary of the committee? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir, that is recently. 

Senator Munpr. Just recently ? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. How recent ? 

Mr. Beastry. I think in February, sometime after the office opened, 
2 or 3 weeks after it opened. 

Senator Munpr. em you followed the routine that was estab- 
lished, have you made your contribution to the committee ? 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. [Laughter. | 

Senator Munpr. Maybe it would help you get the position. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Beasley, when these people would come in to 
you, asking for recommendations for Federal positions, do you recol- 
lect any instances where you discussed contributions with those people ? 

Mr. Brastey. Any particular instance? 

Mr. FuanacGan. Yes. 

Mr. Brastey. Mr. Flanagan, on a number of occasions I was 
always—the committee was in need of contributions, and some of 
those probably got—yes, I discussed it with some of them, and told 
them it wasn’t a necessity. 

Mr. Franacan. Would you discuss it with them when they would 
come in asking for a recommendation, would you discuss finances with 
them ? 

Mr. Beastry. Not in all cases. 

Mr. FiranaGan. Well, in some cases, did you? 

Mr. Breastey. In some cases, yes. 

Mr. Franacan. Do you recollect the case of the job at Star, Miss., 
in the case of Mr. Loflin who testified today that he gave $250, do you 
remember talking finances with him at the time that you were negoti- 
ating for the recommendation with him ? 

Mr. Beastry. I remember talking to him about finances; yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you talk to him at the same time you were 

talking about a job recommendation, about finances? 

Mr. Brasiry. I don’t know whether it was at the same time or not. 

Mr. Franacan. Well, he testified that it was. Now, what do you 
say? 

Mr. Brastey. It could have been. 

Mr. Fianacan. It could have been? 

Mr. Brastey. Now, I don’t recall which trip Mr. Loflin is talking 
about. He mentioned a trip when he came up when Mr. Hood was 
over there. 

Mr. Fianacan. Let’s not go into too many long drawn-out details. 

Mr. Beastey. What I am “getting at is that I don’t think, I don’t 

recall whether it was the same time or not. 

Mr. FLanacan. Do you remember his testimony that every time he 
would come up to talk to you, you would take out a list? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes. 
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Mr. Firanacan. Did you do that ? 

Mr. Brastey. I don’t know what he could have been talking about, 
because I did not have any list. 

Mr. Firanacan. Do you think he misunderstood you? 

Mr. Brastry. How is that? 

Mr. Franacan. Do you think he also misunderstood that ? 

Mr. Brastey. If he thought that list was something I was using 
trying to get a contribution, he certainly misunderstood it. A lot of 
times people would be talking, and I would be looking up something, 
and keep on looking. 

Mr. Fianacan. You have already testified Grover C. Smith mis- 
understood you when you were talking to him and he got the impres- 
sion you out and out asked him for one in return for a recommendation. 

Mr. Brastey. That is right, $500. 

Mr. Franacan. How about the case of Mr. Woolley of Brookhaven, 
he gave you $500. Do you remember discussing finances with him? 

Mr. Beastey. Mr. Woolley’s case, yes, I remember discussing fi- 
nances with him, but I think I don’t recall handling Mr. Woolley’s 
contribution. 

Mr. Franacan. Do you think he misunderstood you also? 

Mr. Breastry. No; I don’t recall handling his contribution. Mr. 
Woolley was in the office from time to time, and when he got his no- 
tice that he would be cut off at VA he started coming up to the office, 
thinking the committee could do something for him, like thousands 
of others. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever tell Mr. Woolley while he was in the 
office trying to get a recommendation that you were a poor committee, 
and you needed money, and you would like to get contributions? 

Mr. Brastey. Oh, yes; I told him we would like to have contribu- 
tions. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Right at that time he would be in talking about a 
job? 

Mr. Brastry. I would say at the same time. Mr. Woolley came into 
the office quite a bit, even when he wasn’t talking about a transfer or 
reinstatement. 

Mr. FranaGan. Do you remember the case of Mr. Whiteside at 
Mooreville, the man who got transferred ? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He gave you $500? 

Mr. Brastery. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Do you recall that you talked about contributions 
with him at the time he came in and asked for his transfer from 
Memphis? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Then you agree with his testimony that he gave 
here today ? 

Mr. Beastey. I did not tell him he had to do it. I want to say again 
that I believe that he only came to the office when I was there once, 
and at that time he brought a recommendation from Dr. Barrett, at 
Tupelo, and I am making this positive statement, that I feel sure 
that Mr. Whiteside would have been recommended even if he had not 
made a contribution. 

Mr. Firanacan. Well, he testified he made the contribution to assist 
him in getting the transfer. Do you think he could have misunder- 
stood you, if you left that impression ? 
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Mr. Beastey. I never told him he had to make it. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you say it would help him? 

Mr. Beastey. I wouldn’t say that I said it would help him in that 
particular case. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Did you tell any of them that making a contribu- 
tion might help them get recommendations ? 

Mr. Beastey. I believe I stated to you the other day, and I will try 
to state it that way now: I might have told some people that it would 
not hurt. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You didn’t tell them it would help; you just told 
them it wouldn’t hurt? | Laughter. | 

Mr. Beastey. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. During the 18 months that you were acting secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Mississippi Democratic Committee, did you 
keep any books of account of any kind ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did anybody keep any books of account of any 
kind ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. No, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. How did you keep track of your money ? 

Mr. Brastey. By the deposit slips and the canceled checks, so far 
as I know. 

Mr. Fuanacan. How about your cash? How would you keep track 
of your cash ¢ 

Mr. Brastry. I didn’t keep any track of it, except on the deposit 
slips. 

Mr. Fuanacan. How are you going to keep track of cash on deposit 
slips? 

Mr. Beastry. That is the only statement they kept. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever have any discussion with Mr. Mize 
or with Mr. Hood or with Mr. Rogers or with anybody in connection 
with the committee about keeping books and records ? 

Mr. Beastey. I don’t recall that I did. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did they ever suggest to you it might be a good 
idea to keep books and records? 

Mr. Brastry. I don’t think that they did. 

Senator Munpr. Did they ever suggest to you it might be a good 
idea not to keep records? | Laughter. | J 

Mr. Brastey. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did it ever occur to you that it might be a good idea 
to keep records ¢ 

Mr. Brastry. Yes. 

Mr. Franacan. Why didn’t you do something about it? 

Mr. Brastey. I wasn’t figuring on being there but a month, if that 
long. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. After you were there the first month ? 

Mr. Beastey. I didn’t know what kind to set up. 

Mr. Fianacan. After you stayed on month after month after month 
did you ever take any positive steps to set up any books and records? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Why not? 

Mr. Beasury. I just didn’t. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did it ever occur to you that it might be a good 
idea not to keep books and records? 
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Mr. Beastey. No; that wasn’t it. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever see any business operated the way this 
committee was, so far as handling finances ? 

Mr. Beastey. I wouldn’t say I ae re. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever make any, or did you ever accept any 
loans from the committee? Did you ever borrow money from him ? 

Mr. Brastey. From the committee? 

Mr. Fianaean. Yes, sir. The committee funds. Did you ever 
borrow any of the committee’s funds for your own use? 

Mr. Beastey. For personal use? 

Mr. FuanaGan. Yes. 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Mr. Fitanacan. Were you ever paid any salary by the committee? 

Mr. Brastey. After the Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner last year, 
1950, the difference between a check for $30 and $45, I considered I 
was getting $15 salary, just taking more than the $30 for expenses. 

Mr. Firanacan. You then figured you were getting a salary of $15 
a week? 

Mr. Breastey. Above expenses, yes. 

Mr. Firanacan. And the $30 were for expenses ? 

Mr. Brastey. That is right. It would not pay for going and 
coming. 

Mr. Fianacan. I have here a check in my hand, a check of the 
Democratic Committee, payable to you, in the amount of $226, which 
was apparently endorsed by the General Services Administration of 
the Federal Government. What was that for? 

Mr. Beastey. Well, I think if you will go back in the bank account 
there you will find that is just about what my expenses were for a 
period of weeks there during the summer of 1949, that I did not draw 
the week’s pay. I am not sure about that. 

(The check referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 15,” and 
a copy may be found in the appendix on p. 575.) 

Mr. FuanaGan. And this is an accumulation of expenses you say? 

Mr. Brastey. I think it will figure that way; yes. 

Mr. Franacan. What did you buy with it? 

Mr. Beastey. How is that? 

Mr. Firanacan. What did you buy with it? 

Mr. Beastey. I paid a bill with that particular check. 

Mr. Franacan. What were you buying? 

Mr. Beastry. That was a bill for some revolvers that I bought 
when I was mayor of Pelahatchie, that the members of the board of 
aldermen suggested be bought and that they thought the board would 
pay for them for members of the board, but it was never brought up 
before the board because it was found out that the majority of them 
didn’t care about aldermen going armed. 

Mr. Franacan. Have you had any discussions with anybody con- 
cerning this investigation since the initiation of this investigation ? 

Mr. Brastry. There has been discussion with a number of people 
that I met. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Have you discussed it with any of the persons that 
you formerly collected money from? 

Mr. Breastey. In some cases; yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Name one specific case of a person you discussed it 
with that you have previously collected money from. 
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Mr. Brastry. What do you mean “discussion”? Asking them why 
they are here? 

Mr. Fuanacan. No. Let me put it this way: Did you see any of 
those people—did you ask any of those people how they were going 
to testify ? 

Mr. Beastxry. No, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you go around to any of them and discuss how 
they might testify before the committee ? 

Mr. Brastey. No. 

Mr. FrannaGan. How did you handle the cash of that committee? 
If someone came in with $500 m cash what would you do with it ? 

Mr. Brastey. How is that? 

Mr. Fianaean. If someone came in to the committee with cash 
money as a contribution how would you handle it? Where would you 
put it! 

Mr. Beastey. In a lockbox in a filing cabinet. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Would you make a record of who brought the 
cash in ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. In some cases I gave them a receipt. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In how many cases did you ever give a receipt? 

Mr. Beastry. I don’t recall. I think several. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you keep a copy of the receipt at all? 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Then what record did you keep in the office ? 

Mr. Beastey. None. 

Mr. Fianacan. What record did you keep in the office of the cash 
you would take in? 

Mr. Breastey. None. The bank statement reflected it. 

Mr. Fianacan. You know that the bank statements do not reflect 
anything except that the money had been deposited. 

Mr. Beastey. I understand. 

Mr. FianaGan. Did you ever tell Rogers the names of the persons 
who would bring the cash in? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You informed Mr. Rogers that Mr. So and So 
brought in so much cash ¢ 

Mr. Brastey. Right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In every instance? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And then you would put the cash in the cash box? 

Mr. Beastey. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. And how long would you keep it there before you 
took it to the bank / 

Mr. Brastey. Whenever he picked it up. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Whenever who would pick it up? 

Mr. Beastey. Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. Fianacan. About how often would he come and pick up the 
cash ? 

Mr. Beastey. Sometimes Mr. Rogers would be gone from the office, 
especially in the summer of 1949, sometimes maybe a day, sometimes 
twice a week. I have known him to be gone 2 weeks sometimes and 
possibly 3 weeks. 

Mr. Fuanacan, As acting treasurer of that committee did you ever 
know where the money was being spent ? 

Mr. Beastey. Not all of it; no. 
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Mr. Fruanacan. Did you ever know where some of it was being 
spent ? 

Mr. Brastey. What was ordered in the way of office supplies and 
what I spent in the way of expenses; I knew that. 

Mr. Fianacan. Just for the minor office expenses that you were 
familiar with; you knew that? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes; and as far as printer’s and telephone bills and 
telegraph bills and such as that. The others—so far as expenditures, 
I don’t know, so far as any other expenditures. 

Mr. FianaGan. Those were more or less expenses for the operation 
of this office you had over in the Century Building? 

Mr. Berastry. That is right. 

Mr. Franacan. What did you do with the rest of the money ¢ 

Mr. Beastey. The rest of the money ? 

Mr. Franacan. The money that was taken in from contributions 
and asa result of these Jackson Day dinners. 

Mr. Brastry. It was put in the bank. 

Mr. Franacan. Then what happened to it ? 

Mr. Beastey. I don’t know. I don’t know what the checks were 
drawn for other than what I saw written around the office there, as 
I say, for bills. 

Mr. Franacan. You were acting secretary and treasurer. Didn't 
you have some responsibility for the disposal of the money ? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Who told you you didn’t have the responsibility ? 

Mr. Brastey. I never figured I had any. 

Mr. Franacan. Who did you figure did have the full responsibility 
for the disbursement of the money ! 

Mr. Brastey. I wasn’t sure about that. I figured that—— 

Mr. Franacan. You mean to say that you were with that committee 
for 18 months and now you testify you were not responsible for disburs- 
ing the funds? 

Mr. Brastey. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Who did you think had the responsibility ? 

Mr. Brastey. The chairman, treasurer, and national committeeman. 
What I mean by that, most of my work was right there in the office, 
the detail. 

Mr. Fianacan. I know that, but who took care of the responsibility 
of disbursing the funds of the committee ? 

Mr. Beastery. I said the man that handled the bank account. 

Mr. Franacan. That was Mr. Curtis Rogers ? 

Mr. Brastey. In some cases. 

Mr. Fianacan. And in some cases Mr. Mize? 

Mr. Brastey. Mr. Mize and in some cases both. 

Mr. Franacan. Did Mr. Hood ever have any responsibility, to your 
knowledge, of handling the funds? 

Mr. Beastey. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Jackson ever have any such responsibility ? 

Mr. Beastey. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you go to West Point, Miss., with Mr. Curtis 
Rogers some time in the month of February ? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. What did you go with him to West Point for? 
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Mr. Brastey. I traveled around with him. I don’t know what he 
went for. 

Mr. Franacan. Why did you go? 

Mr. Brastey. I wasn’t doing anything. I drove with him. In 
fact, it — plese all the vay ther e and back. 

Mr. Fianacan. You just went up to West Point for the ride? 

Mr. Brastey. Phat | is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Rogers contact anybody at West Point ? 

Mr. Brastry. We stopped at a cafe out there. Whether he con- 
tacted anybody there, I wouldn’t be sure. 

Mr. FianaGan. Did a man come out of that cafe to meet him ? 

Mr. Brastey. I think I saw him talking to somebody. I don’t know 
whether he came out. He was already out there. 

Mr. Franacan. Were you introduced to that man ? 

Mr. Brastry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. He called you over to the car and introduced you, 
didn’t he? 

Mr. Brastey. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The man had driven up in his own automobile, 
had he not? 

Mr. Brastey. I won’t be sure about that. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Well, in any event the man came over and was in- 
troduced to you by Mr. Rogers ? 

Mr. Brastey. No; I came back out of the cafe and went and got 
into Mr. Rogers’ car and after a while I went over to see if he was 
ready to go. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And you were introduced to the man at that time? 

Mr. Brastry. That is right. 

Mr. FianaGan. Did you overhear any of the conversation that Mr. 
Rogers had or was having with the man? 

Mr. Brastry. No, sir. I was listening to the radio in Mr. Rogers’ 
car. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did Mr. Rogers tell you why he was talking to this 
man, or what he was talking about ? 

Mr. Beastey. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. You have no idea what the purpose of the conver- 
sation was? 

Mr. Brastey. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you know who that man was? 

Mr. Brastry. My understanding is he is the acting postmaster 
here, Mr. Joseph Ruble. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He is the man standing right in back of you in 
the blue suit ? 

Mr. Brastey. That is right. 

Mr. Firanacan. The acting postmaster of West Point? 

Mr. Brastey. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. Mr. Joseph T. Ruble, will you come 
forward, please? Hold up your right hand. 

You ielideader swear that the testimony you give in this hearing 


shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 
Mr. Ruste. I do. 
Senator Hory. Have a seat. 


82406—51———-16 
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TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH T. RUBLE, WEST POINT, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Ruble, give to the reporter your name, address, 
and occupation. 

Mr. Ruste. Joseph T. Ruble. I am acting postmaster at West 
Point, Miss. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Ruble, how long have you been acting post- 
master ¢ 

Mr. Rusxx. Since November 1, 1950. 

Senator Horry. What steps did you take to secure the appoint- 
ment of postmaster at West Point? 

Mr. Ruste. I went to Forreston, Miss., in my automobile. I went 
by myself and called on Mr. Frank Mize and told him I would like 
to be an applicant for the postmastership at West Point. This was 
about September 19th or 20th, to be exact, one of the two days. And 
I told him I understood that he might be able to recommend me to 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee, and he told me to come to 
Jackson, Miss., and see either Forrest Jackson or Curtis Rogers. 

Senator Hory. Did you come? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes, sir. 1 drove on up to Jackson. That was late in 
the afternoon of, I believe, the 19th, and I spent the night here in 
Jackson; and the next morning, the following morning I went to 
the Democratic committee office. 

Senator Hory. Whom did you see when you called there and talk to? 

Mr. Ruste. I talked to the lady in the office. Mr. Rogers was out. 
Later I found out that she was Mrs. LaVerne Yelverton, Mr. Rogers’ 
secretary. Then I went over to the office of Mr. Forrest Jackson. I 
talked to him; told him the nature of my business. 

Senator Hory. What did he say to you? 

Mr. Ruste. He asked me to contact three committeemen in the First 
Congressional District; a Mr. Drewry, Ruble Phillips, and Mr. Clar- 
ence Knight. 

Senator Hory. Did you get the endorsement of these gentlemen ? 

Mr. Ruste. I went up there and talked to Mr. Drewry and got him 
to promise to write a letter of recommendation to the Mississippi Dem- 
ocratic Committee. 

After about a week, why, I hadn’t heard anything. So I went and 
called Mr. Drewry, and he said he had mailed a letter of recommenda- 
tion to them the night before. So, the following day, which, I be- 
lieve, was about October the 4th or 5th—the 5th, I believe—I drove 
back to Jackson, Miss. I went to the office of the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee, and Mr. Rogers was in and I told him that I had 
come to talk to him about my application; that I understood Mr. 
Drewry had written him a letter of recommendation, and he said that 
he had gotten the letter but that he coudn’t commit himself at that 
time. 

He referred me back to Mr. Jackson, and at that time court was 
going on here and Mr. Jackson had some business over there, and I 
couldn’t contact him. So, I went back to the committee office and 
talked to Mr. Rogers then again. 

I asked Mr. Rogers why they couldn’t tell me why the job hadn't 
been filled or couldn’t give me some information to that effect, and he 
just talked in a general way; he wouldn’t commit himself. So, I told 
him that I would like to know anything else that I would have to do; 
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that I had made several trips to see him and it was expensive, and I 
would like to know one way or the other. And then he told me that 
the committee had a lot of expenses to meet and salaries to pay, and 
that they had no other means of meeting their expenses except through 
voluntary contributions, and he asked me if I was willing to make a 
contribution. 

I told him I didn’t know; that I wanted a guaranty that I would get 
the job, and he told me that if I would make a $500 contribution to the 
committee—he said, “You understand, now, this will be on your own 
if you make it.” He said, “I won’t force you to make it; why, we 
will see about recommending you.” 

Well, I told Mr. Rogers that I didn’t have that much money on me, 
but that I could possibly get the money and asked him if he would 

take a check, which he would not do. Finally I said, “I will see you 
in the morning.” I decided to do that. So, he called Miss Yelverton 
back in the office and told her: “If Mr. Ruble ¢omes here in the morn- 
ing,” he said, “I may be gone.” He said, “You tan see him.” He said, 
“IT may be going to Washington.” 

So, the followi ing morning I got my brother-in-law to cash a check 

for me because I knew that I wasn’t known at any Jackson bank. I 
drew a draft on a Jackson bank, on my bank account in West Point, 
Miss., but the draft was drawn through my brother-in-law, and he 
cashed the draft for me and gave me five $100 bills. I carried this 
money back up to the oflice of “the Mississippi Democratic Committee 
in the Century Building about 10:30 the morning of the 7th, which 
was } Saturday, and I asked for Mr. Rogers, and they replied that he 
wasn’t in. I was talking to Miss Yelverton, and I told her that I would 
like to see her private ly in the office; and we went into a private office 
and I handed her this envelope which contained five $100 bills and 
told her that I was making a contribution to the committee, and in 
return she handed me a copy of a letter of recommendation to the 
West Point postmastership, to the Assistant Postmaster General, 
Joseph J. Lawlor, Washington, D. C., recommending me for the acting 
postmastership at West Point as soon as possible. 

Senator Hory. When did you get the appointment ? 

Mr. Rusze. I got the appointment—oilicially I was notified on 
October the 25th. 

Senator Horry. And it became effective on October the 31st? 

Mr. Ruse. November the Ist. I was sworn in the evening of 
October the 31st, but took over November 1. 

Senator Horr. After you had made the contribution of $500 you 

said there had been some discussion with Mr. Rogers about the thou- 
sand dollars. Was there any agreement that $ 3500 was the amount to 
be paid ¢ 

Mr. Ruste. That was the only figure that Mr. Rogers ever men- 
tioned to me, just the one $500 contr ibution. 

Senator Hory. He never mentioned any thousand-dollar contribu- 
tion, just the five hundred ? 

Mr. Ruste. Just the five hundred. 

Senator Hory. That was the contribution he suggested ? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And that was the contribution you made? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes. 
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Senator Hory. And, of course, you made it so as to get the endorse- 
ment ? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes. 

Senator Hory. I have a draft in my hand of the First National 
Bank, West Point, Miss., dated October 7, 1950, drawn on the First 
National Bank, West Point, Miss., to the order of W. E. Taylor, Jr., 
in the sum of $500, bearing the endorsement of W. E. Taylor, Jr. 

(Whereupon the check above referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 
16,” and a copy may be found in the appendix on p. 576.) 

Senator Hoey. Is this a copy of the letter that the lady in the office 
gave you when you gave her the $500? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes. 

Senator Hory. This will be marked for the record. 

(Whereupon the letter above referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 
17,” and may be found in the appendix on p. 577.) 

Senator Horny. And that $500 was represented by that draft of 
$500 in cash that you paid to her? 

Mr. Ruste. Five $100 bills. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Ruble, since this transpired, since there has been 
some discussion about this investigation, has Mr. Rogers called to 
see you at any time? 

Mr. Ruste. He came by West Point on the Monday or Tuesday 
following the Jefferson-Jackson dinner of this past February, which 
I did not attend. 

Senator Hory. Was that held the latter part of February ? 

Mr. Ruste. It was February the 24th. 

Senator Hory. All right, go ahead, 

Mr. Ruste. And he came back by West Point the Monday or Tues- 
day following that Saturday night, which would have been the 28th 
or 29th, I believe, and the telephone rang and it was him on the phone. 
He asked me if I had time to ride out on the highway and see him and 
talktohim. ItoldhimthatI did. So I went out to a place known as 
the Coffee Cup, across from the Dairyland Freeze, which is the des- 
tination he gave me as to where to meet him. 

Senator Horry. When you got there was Mr. Rogers there ? 

Mr. Ruste. He was there in his car; yes, sir. I drove up alongside 
of his car, about 5, 10 feet from it and parked and got out—I didn't 
get out of my car at that time. He got out of his car and he got into 
mine and he told me, “Ruble,” he said, “I drove up here to see you.’ 
He said, “I ee ed there may be an investigation about these 
jobs.” He s said, I don’t want you to get into trouble, I want you to 
keep your job.” He said, “I want you to deny this contribution. If 
you don’t we will both get into trouble.” 

I told Mr. Rogers that if it had already gone this far I didn’t 
see where I should perjure myself and deny it, that I would go through 
with it, and he didn’t agree with me. He didn’t threaten me or any- 
thing. He just told me in view of the fact that he would like to see 
me keep my job that I didn’t think there was much of a chance of 
keeping, why, that is why I gave this testimony. 

Senator Hory. You were serving then as acting postmaster? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes, sir; so far as I know. 

Senator Hory. That is your present position, is acting postmaster ? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Horry. Did you have any other conversations with Mr. 
Rogers about this, outside of that discussion ? 

Mr. Ruste. Not about contributions. 

Senator Hory. Did you notice who was with Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Ruesie. Mr. Beasley was with him. I met Mr. Beas ley and 
later Mr. Beasley got out ‘of the car when we finished this conversa- 
tion and he came around and he was introduced to me. That is the 
first time I saw Mr. Beasley or was introduced to him. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Ruble, at the time that you had this discussion 
with Mr. Rogers the day before you got the appointment, what did 
he say he would do for you if you would give the committee a $500 
contribution ? 

Mr. Ruswe. He said if I would bring $500 in the form of a con- 
tribution that he would recommend me for the job. ‘This may not 
be his exact words, but they were to that extent. That is what I 
grasped from them. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you consider that to be a voluntary contribu- 
tion ? 

Mr. Ruse. No, sir; not now I don’t. At the time it looked like 
it might be, at that particular moment thinking about it, it might 
be thought of in that way, but since it was all over and I got in the 
post office and read the file, I saw right then I was on the spot. 

Mr. Fianacan. I am talking about the d: ay that you agreed to bring 
the $500. On that day, Mr. Ruble. the day before you got your recom- 
mendation, did you —. from the conversation you had with 
Rogers that you had to give $500 if you wanted the recommendation ? 

Mr. Ruste. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanaGan. You are very definite in that conclusion ? 

Mr. Ruste. I think so. In other words, I would consider the pro- 
position made me for the recommendation, only it was called a con- 
tribution. 

Mr. FLanacan. Then it really was not a voluntary contribution. It 
was a voluntary purchase. 

Mr. Ruste. That is it exactly. 

Mr. FLanacan. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside, Mr. Ruble. Is Mr. Bingham now in 
the courtroom ? 

Mr. Brneuam. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Come forward, please. Hold up your right hand. 

You solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this hearing 
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Brncuam. I do. 

Senator Horry. Have a seat. 


TESTIMONY OF HENRY P. BINGHAM, EUPORA, MISS. 


Senator Horry. Mr. Bingham, will you give your name and address 
and occupation to the reporter? 

Mr. Brycuam. Henry P. Bingham, Eupora, Miss. 

Senator Hory. What office do you hold? 

Mr. Brnenam. Substitute carrier, rural route, temporarily. 
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Senator Hory. In September 1950 did you decide to apply for ap- 
pointment for a vacancy in the RFD? 

Mr. Brneuam. I did. 

Senator Horry. Go ahead and describe what you did in that conmec- 
tion. 

Mr. Bincuam. Well, the first thing I got in contact with my Con- 
gressman, Mr. Abernethy, who in turn informed me that there was 
nothing that he could do for me, that it came through the Truman 
administration, through the hands of the Truman ‘administration, 
that a Mrs. C. V. Murphy was committeewoman of that particular 
district. 

Senator Hory. Did you go to see Mrs. Murphy / 

Mr. Bincuam. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Go ahead and relate about that. 

Mr. Brneuam. And in a day or two, maybe that day or the next, 
I went and called on Mrs. Murphy, called Mrs. Murphy on the tele- 
phone or, rather, I called Mr. Murphy first. He was out. He failed 
to answer the telephone all the time that Mrs. Murphy was out of 
town. 

The next day, probably around noon, they called me. Dick said, 
“Were you calling me yesterday?” I said, “Yes.” “What do you 
want, Paul?” TI said, “I want to see you and talk to you about that 
mail route that might be open up here.” He said, “All right, but you 
don’t want to talk to me; you want to talk to Mrs. Mur phy. She ds 
the one that you have got to see.” I said, “All right, let me talk to 
Mrs. Murphy then. 

Well, no longer than it takes to exchange hands I talked to Mrs. 
Murphy and made an appointment with Mrs. Murphy for the next 
day. 

Senator Hory. Come down to your conversation with Mrs. Murphy. 

Mr. Brnenam. Nothing other than make an appointment for the 
next day. 

Senator Hory. I say the next day, when you had the appointment 
with Mrs. Murphy, tell us about that now. 

Mr. Bryeuam. The next day I made an appointment for 11 o’clock. 
She said, “I am carrying mail asa substitute carrier for my husband 
and it will be 11 o’clock before I get in.” I said, “All right, I will be 
over at 11.’ 

When I got down, after going through the preliminaries with her 
as to whether I would like to have the job, as to whether I wanted the 
job and this, that, and the other, Mr. Murphy says, “Well, Paul,” he 

says, “you and I have been friends for years. We are Masonic broth- 
ers, you are a 10-point veteran and I am a 10-point veteran. Nothing 
would please me more than to see Mrs. Murphy help you.” That 
pleased me, too, because I was looking for a job. 

Senator Horny. What was said about giving a contribution? Let 
us bring it down to that. 

Mr. Bincuam. When we came down to the proposition it was dis- 
cussed as to what I wanted, and this, that, and the other and Mrs. 
Murphy said, “Paul, you know there is lots of expense attached to this 
and it is quite different from any other campaign contribution that you 
might make.” She says, “You make one here and that is the end 
of it.” AndIs says, “Well, I appreciate the fact that there is expenses, 
but I am not in a position to pay any amount of money or donate any 
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amount of money for this job, but since we are talking on it how much 
would be expected ¢” 

She says, “No contributions”—she says, “under the conditions of 
the job which you are seeking as a temporary appointment, oe. 
mately 1 month’s salary, or $300. That is what we allow, $300.” 
She says, “Have you got it?” I says, “No, I haven’t got it.” “Can 
you get it?” TI said, “It isn’t a question whether I can get it or not, 
but I am only saying the only way I will contribute to this organiza- 
tion is from the earnings of the job.” And in the discussion he made 
several suggestions as to the best method of securing the money. He 
suggested that I go down to the bank and he would have my note for 
the $300. I says, “There is no use of doing that.” 

Senator Hory. That was Murphy talking? 

Mr. Brneuam. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Brneuam. I says, “The only way that I can go, C. V., is by 
myself. I will tell you what I will do. I will give you $100 out 
of each of my first 3 months’ pay checks, namely, the first one on the 

15th of October, the second on the 15th of November, and the third 
on the 15th of December.” 

And on December 15 I found that I wasn’t able. because I had 
too much car expenditure to make, to pay the $100. So I wrote Mrs. 
Murphy, explaining the fact to her, and in turn sent her two checks 
for $50 each, one due January the 15th, and the other one February 1. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, coming back to this time, did they 
agree, did Mrs. Murphy agree to take these three checks, that that 
would be satisfactory ? 

Mr. Brnenam. “Bingham,” she said—well, she said it was ab- 
solutely something they were not supposed to do, but for me she 
would do it. 

Senator Hory. All right. You gave her one check for $100, that 
was to be paid the 15th of October. 

Mr. Brneuam. That is right. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, up until this time had you gotten 
the endorsement, up to the time that you had finished up this transac- 
tion, had they made the endorsement then? 

Mr. Brncuam. There wasn’t any endorsement; no, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, you completed the transaction by giving them 
these three checks? 

Mr. Brneuam. That was the endorsement: yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. When you did that, what did they do with reference 
to getting the appointment ? 

Mr. Bixewam. Mrs. Murphy got on the telephone and called Jack- 
son, and she talked to him a minute or two; she turned away from 
the phone and she said, “Well, Paul, you have got the job.” 

Senator Hory. All right. What else happened ? 

Mr. Bryenam. That is all. 

Senator Horry. Now, these checks 

Mr. Bryeuam. I got my job, and they were satisfied that I would 
make the donation with three postdated checks. 

Senator Horry. Were these checks all paid? 

Mr. Brneuam. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. The checks were actually paid when due? 
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Mr. Brveuam. All but one; the December 15 check was not paid, 
but you will find two checks there of $50 each to take the place of it. 

Senator Hory. Well, you explained that. 

Mr. Binenam. Yes. 

Senator Horry. All right. Now, the checks were $100, October 15, 
1950, made payable to cash ? 

Mr. Brneuam. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And then one on November 15, 1950, made out to 
Mrs. C. V. Murphy for $100? 

Mr. Bryeuam. That was supposed to be cash, too. 

Senator Hory. And then you have two for $50 each, as you ex- 
plained, to take the place of the one dated December 15? 

Mr. Binenam. That is right. 

Senator Hory. There is one for $50 dated January 15, and the next 
one seems to be for February 1, the other $50? 

Mr. Bineuam. That is right. The reason I made those out to 
Mrs. Murphy was, after seeing the other one come through with her 
name on it, I said, “Well, I guess it makes no difference, anyway.” 

Senator Hory. These checks were all collected and charged to your 
account at the bank ¢ 

Mr. Bryenam. That is right. 

Senator Hory. These checks may be made a part of the record. 

(The four checks referred to above were marked “Exhibits Nos. 18, 
19, 20, and 21,” and copies may be found in the appendix on pp. 
578-581.) 

Senator Hory. Did you have a conversation at any later date with 
Mrs. Murphy and with Mr. Murphy ? 

Mr. Bineuam. I did. 

Senator Horry. When? 

Mr. Brnenam. Let’s see, I believe it was Thanksgiving. 

Senator Hory. What? 

Mr. Brneuam. I think Thanksgiving Day, I believe that was cor- 
rect. 

Senator Hory. Was that anything about these contributions ? 

Mr. Binenam. Let me see, now, it was since then. When did we 
have that last holiday? National holiday. 

Mr. Fianacan. How long ago? 

Senator Munpr. Lincoln’s Birthday? [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. Brneuam. Somebody’s birthday. I don’t know whose. 

Senator Hory. Another good day was Washington’s Birthday. 

Mr. Brncuam. It doesn’t make any difference. It was somebody’s 
birthday, it was a holiday, I was not working. 

Senator Hory. Where did this conversation take place? 

Mr. Bineuam. A friend of mine had just had his store burned, and 
he was reworking the stock, and I was helping him that day, and they 
came down and called me out and said, “I want to talk to you.” 

Senator Hor. Who came? 

Mr. Brnenam. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Brneuam. We got out in the car and sat down, and C. V. said, 
“Well, hell’s broke loose.” I said, “Yes, I have noticed it.” 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Brnenam. And he says, “Paul,” he says, “I have got a little 
thing here that I want you to sign,” I said, “What is it, C. V.?” He 
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says, “It is a statement that you did not buy your job.” I said, “Yes, 
that is right, I did not buy the job, the only thing I m: Hohe was a dona- 
tion.” 

Senator Horr. All right. Did-you sign the statement ! 

Mr. Brnecnam. I did. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Brnenam. And it had written in there the reason I was given 
preference for this, that, or the other, was because I was a 10-point 
veteran, which I am. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Brncuam. That was the end of the conversation 

Senator Horny. Well, now, this statement that you signed, I will read 
it to you and ask you if this is one: 


ExHIBiT No. 22 
To Whom This May Concern: 

This is to say that I was appointed temporary carrier at Europa, Webster 
County, Miss., that I was appointed temporary carrier due to the fact that I am 
qualified and that the postmaster was satisfied with my appointment. I am a 
10-point veteran. 

I did not buy my job and was not even requested to do so. 

(Signed) H. P. BrincHam, 
Temporary Carrier, Eupora, Miss. 

Dated this October 30, 1950. 

Is that the one you signed ? 

Mr. Brneuam. I don’t know when it was dated. When I signed 
it it was on a holiday; now, whether it was the 30th or what, I don’t 
know. 

Senator Horny. Anyway, that is the substance of it ’ 

Mr. BrincHam. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. The letter will become a part of the record. 

(The letter referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 22.) 

Senator Horny. Now, what further conversation took place then 
when you were talking to Mr. and Mrs. Murphy / 

Mr: Brxcuam. When; then? 

Senator Horny. Well, right at that time? 

Mr. Bryeuam. That is all of it. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, after you signed that, then they 
left? 

Mr. Brneuam. I got out of the car, and they was on their way. 
That is all they wanted. 

Senator Hory. When did you have the next conversation with 
them ? 

Mr. Brneuam. She had gotten her subpena, and I had not gotten 
mine. She said, “Paul, come to Winona, come down tonight.” 

I was sick at the time, and I said, “There isn’t a possible chance; 
I can’t come down; not a thing doing; I can’t come down tonight.” 

“When can I see you?” I says, “You can see me tomorrow.” And 
she says, “I don’t w ant to drive up to Eupora, you drive to Stewart 
and I will meet you.” I said, “All right, I don’t know what time; 
it will be 4 0’clock before I can get down there.” 

I drove down, talked to her, and she said, “What are you going to 
tell them about these checks?” I said, “I don’t know; I haven’t even 
thought about it.” It had not crossed my mind there was anything 
to it. 
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“The only thing I am going to tell is tell the facts about it. I don’t 
know; I haven’t even thought : F about it.’ 

T hen we sat in front of the store, and I guess we talked maybe 5 
minutes about this, that, and the other, nothing i in particular, and I 

says, “We will have to wait to see what is happening.” I said, “I 
don’t know what to tell them; what are you going to tell them?” 

She says, “I don’t — I says, “Y ou turned the money in, 
didn’t you?” She said, “ I certainly did.” I said, “Well, if you 
turned the money, you have got nothing in the w orld to w orry about. 
That is the only’ thing you are scared about? If you turned the 
money in—— 

She said, “I turned the money in.” TI said, “Quit worrying about 
it, then, because I am not going to worry about it.” I said I didn’t 
care. I had gotten through that freeze up there, and I decided I 
would rather not have it as to have it. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Brnenam. And she said to me, she said, “Well, Paul, if any- 
thing is done, if you hear anything, before you do anything, you con- 
tact me.” 

Well, they had been friends of mine for years, and I said, “I will 
be glad to.” 

So one Saturday night about a week later, I had a brother at that 
time who was in Jackson working here, and he was coming up 
home, and I had to meet him on the train at 9 o’clock, or 9:25, what- 
ever time it might come through, and I had a driver, and I got out 
and went by the house, and we talked a few minutes about nothing, 
we visited, and I guess maybe I stayed 5 minutes, just more or less 
just a visitation, while the other boy went down and picked my 
brother up at the depot, came back by, we got in the car and went 
on home. 

“You will still let me know if you hear anything?” I said, “Well, 
sure.” 

Mr. Abernethy, who has been a friend of mine ever since we were 
boys together in high school, was home, and we was talking about 
it, and I began to relate the condition to him, and he said, «Paul, 
there is not but one thing to do, and that is lay the cards on the table 
and tell them about it.” He said, “Go down there and tell them.” 

Well, a few days previous to that, though, you had had a man or 
two up there, and I come in off the route, and having been stalled 
three times that day, and nervous as I am, I was just about as hospit- 
able as a bulldog that you would find in the back yard, and when they 
met me, they said, “We want to talk to you.’ 

Senator Hory. Who said that? 

Mr. Bineuam. The two gentlemen. It was on the street. I didn’t 
think they approached me quite right, maybe they did, maybe they 
didn’t. 

Senator Hory. We don’t care about that. Let’s go on with the 
Murphys. 

Mr. Brneuam. All right, we are getting to that. 

So I told him about that and he oa “There is nothing to do but 
tell the facts, lay the cards up.” said, “Well, now, listen, I told 
the Murphys before I done saotidnr I would let them—I would talk 
to them.” He says—and I says, “I think I am owing them that much 
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consideration, because I had never been a liar and never been accused 
of being one. 

He says, “Paul, that is what you should do.” 

So I got on the telephone, and the first thing Mrs. Murphy said, 
“You come down here.” I said, “There is not a thing doing.” She 
says, “What do you know?” And I said, “I know I have got some 
bad news for you, and I suggest you drive up here.” 

“I cannot come up there.” I said, “Not a thing doing, it doesn’t 
mean anything to me, come up here to Gary’s office.” “No, I am not 
going to do that,” she says, “Abernethy is ‘there?” TI said, “Yes, he 
is here.” She says, “W ell, meet me at Kilmichael.” I said, “Not a 
thing doing, come on up here if you want to see me.” “What about 
Stewart?” I said, “Still nothing doing.” I said, “I will tell you what 
I will do, I will meet you at Tomnolen,” and that is about 5 miles 
down the road, and 25 from Winona. 

I got up there and we had been waiting—— 

Senator Hory. Who went with you? 

Mr. Brneuam. Mr. Gary. 

Senator Hory. Why did you take him along? 

Mr. BrneHam. Because my car had ground- grip tires on it, and 
you can’t run them on a concrete road. 

Senator Hory. You asked him to go with you? 

Mr. Bincuam. I did. 

Senator Hory. Then what did you say when you saw the Murphys? 

Mr. Brneuam. After about 15 or 20 minutes waiting, I said, “We 
might as well go on, because, hell, I don’t care whether we see them or 
not.” He said, “Let’s wait a minute.” And we did, and about that 
time we looked down the road and saw a car coming up. We waited. 
That was them. I got out of the car, went over, and she said, “What’s 
cooking?” And I says, “All hell.” [Laughter. | 

I says, “C. V., I will tell you, they have got enough on you, what 
little bit I know is not worth a darn, because I am ‘telling vou they 
have got enough evidence already against you, so you needn't ask me 
to do this or that.” 

“But, Paul, the only thing we want to know, what are you going 
todo?” Isaid,“I am going down there and tell them the exact truth, 
regardless of whether it is my hide or yours 

Vell, she says, “if you do, you will lose - your job.” Well, my ex- 
pression was that I didn’t give a damn if I did. 

And we talked on and she says, “Well, who is that out in the car with 
you?” I said, “Deputy Gary.” “Tell him to come over, there is no 
need of his sitting by himself.” 

I guess I had been in the car maybe 4 or 5 minutes. She says, “You 
know, I went all out for you to get you that job. You know, they were 
kind of afraid of you at the beginning, you were too close to Aber- 
nethy.” 

I says, “Well, I don’t think so. I have never given you any ex- 
planation that I might be double-crossing you in any way, and never 
have promised you anything of the kind.” 

“Well, that is true, too, but we were just afraid of you. They was 
afraid of you down yonder.” But where “down yonder” was, I 
don’t know. 

So then Gary came over and got in the car, and I says, “He has got 
one thing to tell you.” She says, “Ww hat is that?” I says, “Well, he 
will tell you when he gets in the car. 
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That was that Abernethy felt sorry for them, because they had al- 
ways been his friends. 

Gentlemen, that is all of it; that is the stor y: 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, did you make any statement to 
Mrs. Murphy that she ought to employ Mr. Gary as her attorney 

Mr. BrneHam. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell her that if she would employ Mr. Gary 
as her attorney, and pay him $5,000, that you would get all the affi- 
davits that had been sent to Mr. Abernethy, and they would never 
be coming up for any consideration ? 

Mr. Brxeuam. No, sir. That is absurd at the begining. The only 
time I heard that was this morning, when I was laying out here in the 
hospital on my bed, that is the reason I am down here this afternoon. 

Senator Hory. Did you make any suggestion or proposition to her 
about employing Mr. Gary at any price ? 

Mr. Binguam. No, sir; at no time, nowhere, because I knew she 
already had counsel. 

Senator Horry. Did you make any suggestion to her that for any 
consideration you would stop the presentation of affidavits against 
them ? 

Mr. Brneuam. Why, brother, there is no method in the world where 
I could have said that. The only affidavit in the world that I could 
control was one of my own, and Abernethy had already known about 
that. 

Senator Horry. Now, you realize, of course, that you are testifying 
under oath. 

Mr. Brncuam. I do. 

Senator Hory. And you know, of course, the penalties for testify- 
ing falsely ? 

Mr. Brneuam. I do. 

Senator Hory. In the light of your obligation, your oath, you say 
you made no such statement to Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Brncuam. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. About any sort of payment for any attorney for the 
destruct ‘ion or cancellation or concealment of any affidavits ? 

Mr. Brneuam. Why certainly not. 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCLettan. Now, you state in this statement you made, or 
affidavit which is dated October 30: 

“TI did not buy my job and was not even requested to do so.” 

The word “buy” in the course of the transaction was not used, was it? 

Mr. Brnenam. No, sir, it was “donate.” 

Senator McCietxan. Sir? 

Mr. Brneuam. “Donate.” 

Senator McCieiian. It was a donation? 

Mr. Brneuam. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietnian. Was it a voluntary donation ? 

Mr. Brneuam. Well, I don’t know how you would term it. It was 
in one way, and in the other way it might not have been, because I put 
it where if I did not get the job they would not get the money anyway. 

Senator McCretian. So it was a purchase of a job, wasn it? 

Mr. Brncuam. It could be termed either way, yes, sir. 


Senator McCretian. It could hardly be termed a voluntary contri- 
bution. 
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Mr. Bineuam. I was willing to— 

Senator McCuietian. If you got a job. 

Mr. Brncuam. That is the only way I would pay. 

Senator McCretzan. You were not particularly interested in a 
political party ? 

Mr. Bineuam. Well, no. 

Senator McCietxian. The job was your interest ? 

Mr. Brnenam. That is right, because I needed one. 

Senator McCrietian. That is what induced you to pay the money to 
get the job? 

Mr. Brneuam. That is generally what induces you to buy anything. 

Senator McCietxan. That is right, that is why you said you—or 
rather, that is why I said you were buying the job. 

Mr. Brnenam. I donated it, that is what the »y asked me to do. 

Senator McCiettan. Just because they called it a donation doesn’t 
mean it was. You were swapping money for a job? 

Mr. Binenam. That is right, legal tender, yes, sir. 

Senator McCLettan. You were providing the legal tender, and they 
provided the job. 

Mr. Brneuam. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bingham, you said when you were over to the 
Murphys at the time you worked out this contract whereby you were 
to give him a series of postdated checks for the job, and after you had 
agr reed to the terms, they called up Jackson ? 

Mr. Brxeuam. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know whom they talked to in Jackson ? 

Mr. Brneuam. I do not. 

Senator Munpr. Were you in the same room as the telephone? 

Mr. Brncuam. No, sir, the telephone was in the hall. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t know what they said? You could not 
hear it? 

Mr. Brncuam. No, sir, I do not, no more than they said they would 
vouch for me, this, that, and the other. 

Senator Munpr. I notice this first check you made out was dated 
October 15, 1950. 

Mr. Brneuam. That is correct, sir. 

Senator Munpr. On the Bank of Eupora. 

Mr. Brneuam. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. It was made out in cash for $100? 

Mr. Brneuam. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Did you cash that check yourself? 

Mr. Bineuam. I did not. 

Senator Munpr. How was it cashed? 

Mr. Bincuam. I would not know, sir. 

Senator Munpr. We have it here without any endorsement on it, 
but it was cashed by the bank, with no endorsement of any kind that 
I can see, although it looks as though possibly the endorsement had 
been erased, but it is cashed and there is no endorsement on the back of 
the check, so I don’t see how you could get it cashed unless you took 
it to the bank yourself. 


Mr. Brneuam. Well, I did not. 
Senator Munprt. You did not? 
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Mr. Brneuam. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You left it at the Murphys? 

Mr. Brneuam. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Here it is, I don’t know whether you noticed 

Mr. Brneuam. I did. 

Senator Munpr (continuing). It was never endorsed. 

Mr. Brnenam. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Did that arouse your curiosity a little bit? 

Mr. Brneuam. Well, no, I have collected for years, and where I 
thought there was a little argument as to whether or not I might get 
it cashed, I always had it written for cash, then you don’t have to 
be personally identified. 

Senator Munpr. But the person who cashed it would have to be. 

Mr. Brneuam. Well, I don’t know what method they used there. 

Senator Munpr. Now, here is a check made out to cash. 

Mr. Brneuam. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. With no endorsement at all. 

Mr. Brncuam. Well, now, I would not be in a position to tell you 
that because I don’t know. You will notice that has the Winona 
Bank on it, not mine. 

Senator Munpr. That is right. How did you happen to start mak- 
ing the rest of the checks out to the Murphys ? 

Mr. Brneuam. All checks were supposed to have been made to cash. 

Senator Munpr. Yes. 

Mr. Bryenam. As checks were not acceptable, and they could get 
that cashed, and she said she had to bring that down to Jackson her- 
self in currency, that they would not accept checks, and to make it 
easy they were supposed to be written to cash, but I guess I overlooked 
that one, and I noticed it came back filled in as “C. V. Murphy.” 
and in making the other checks I made them to “C. V. Murphy” 
myself, 

Senator Munpr. You have no way of telling whether your check 
of October 15, 1950, was cashed by Mr. or Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Brncuam. I don’t know who it was cashed by. It could have 
been cashed by you. I don’t know. I just wouldn’t know who 
cashed it. 

Senator Munpr. There is no way you can tell, apparently. 

Mr. Bincuam. No, sir; there is no method of telling. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

Miss Alice G. Logel. Is Miss Logel present? 

Miss Locen. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you shall give in 
this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? . 

Miss Loge. I do. 

Senator Hory. Be seated, please. 


TESTIMONY OF ALICE G. LOGEL, MISSISSIPPI CITY, MISS. 


Senator Horry. Give the reporter your name, your address, and your 
occupation, please. 


Miss Locet. Alice G. Logel, acting postmaster, Mississippi City, 
Miss. 
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Senator Hory. How long have you been acting postmaster? 

Miss Locet. Since February 5 of this year. 
Senator Horry. In connection with your appointment for acting 

postmaster, was there any discussion had with you by anyone represent- 

ing the Mississippi Democratic committee with reference to making a 

contribution ? 

Miss Logen. It was discussed, but I did not understand at that time 


that the party discussing it w ‘ith me had any connection with the 
Democratic Party whatsoever. 


Senator Horry. Who discussed it with you? 

Miss Locen. Mrs. Davis, from Handsboro. 

Senator Hory. What did she state with reference to the contribution 
in the event of your appointment ? 

Miss Locex. Well, it was not stated that way. She asked me if I 
was interested in the job or the position, and I told her at one time 
I was not, and then later I contacted her and told her that I was 
interested, and she said, “Are you interested to the tune of $500?” 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Miss Loget. And I said, “No, T wasn’t.” 

Senator Hory. You said what ? 

Miss Locex. I said “No, that I wasn’t,” and she said, “Well, per- 
haps you would like to call me later.” But I did not contact Mrs. 
Davis any more. 

Senator Hory. What position does Mrs. Davis hold? 

Miss Locen. Acting postmaster at Handsboro, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Was this conversation you had with her in person 
or over the phone ? 

Miss Locen. No, sir, it was in person. 

Senator Horry. Where? 

Miss Loge. The first time that Mrs. Davis and I discussed it was 
in my home in Mississippi City. Another time that we talked was 
in the Handsboro Post Office. And the third time was in the Missis- 
sippi City Post Office. 

Senator Hory. Now, with reference to that—all she said was, she 
asked you if you were interested $500 worth ¢ 

Miss Locet. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did she indicate to you that it would require a con- 
tribution of that amount to get it? 

Miss Locen. No, sir; that was not the idea. 

Senator Hory. What did she say in explanation of her language if 
you were interested in it to the tune of $500 ? 

Miss Loge. There was no discussion of it, because that was out of 
the question for me. I mean, I wasn’t interested in paying any money 
for a contribution or anything else. It was not stated as a contribu- 
tion. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, do you know how you happened 
to be appointed ? 

Miss Loget. No, sir, I do not. I wrote a letter to Mr. Lawler in 
Washington, asking for a temporary appointment until such time as 
a postmaster could ‘be appointed. 

Senator Horry. All right. Asa result of that what happened ? 

Miss Loce. I received a letter from Mr. Lawler stating that John 
C. Monroe in Mississippi City was to be installed as acting postmaster 
in Mississippi City. 
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Then later, I should say 2 or 3 weeks later, I received a similar let- 
ter saying that I would be : appointed, that I was appointed acting post- 
master in 1 Mississippi City. 

Senator Hory. Do you know how that changed from the statement 
first that Mr. Monroe was to be appointed ? 

Miss Locet. No, sir, I have no idea. 

Senator Hory. You don’t know how it came about that you got 
the appointment ? 

Miss Loge. No, sir, I don’t have the slightest idea. 

Senator Horry. Do you know whether or not Mr. Monroe was so- 
licited with reference to any contribution, or whether anything was 
mentioned to him about it? 

Miss Locer. He told me he was, but as to actual knowledge of that, 
I do not have any. 

Senator Hory. Now, all that you knew about it was that you had 
this conversation with Mrs. Davis? 

Miss Locen. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you did not contact the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee ¢ 

Miss Locex. No, sir. 

Sentor Hory. You didn’t have anybody contact them for you ? 

Miss Locex. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And later, after you had been personally informed 
by this letter that Mr. Monroe was going to be appointed, or had been, 
then later you were informed you were appointed ¢ 

Miss Locen. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you qualified for the job? 

Miss Logen. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you have made no contribution ? 

Miss Locex. I have made no contribution, no, sir. 

Senator Hory. Very well. Stand aside, Miss Logel. 

(No response. ) 

Very well. Stand aside, Miss Logel. 

Mr. Monroe, will you come forward please and raise your right 
hand? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give in this case will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Monroe. [ do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN MONROE, BILOXI, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Monroe, will you give your name, your address, 
and your occupation to the court reporter, please ? 

Mr. Monror. John Monroe. I am a clerk-typist at the Veterans’ 
Administration in Biloxi, and I reside in Mississippi City. 

Senator Hory. Were you contacted, or was there discussed with you 
anything about this temporary appointment as postmaster ? 

Mr. Monror. Yes, I was. 

Senator Horry. Who discussed it with you? 

Mr. Monroe. It was in the early part of December, I have the letters 
here. 

Senator Hory. 1950? 

Mr. Monrog. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Horry. Who discussed it with you? 

Mr. Monroe. It was on a Wednesday afternoon when I received a 
telephone call from Bob Kerr from Gay’s Restaurant in Mississippi 
City. 

Senator Horry. All right. To what effect? 

Mr. Monroe. That Mr. Rosetti wanted to see me on a very important 
matter. 

Senator Hory. Who is Mr. Rosetti ? 

Mr. Monror. That is—well, at that time, the only thing I knew, I 
mean, it was just Mr. Rosetti, I didn’t know any more about him. 

Senator Hory. Where did he live? 

Mr. Monroe. I found out later he lived in Biloxi. 

Senator Hory. Did you see Mr. Rosetti? 

Mr. Monroz. And within about 5 minutes of the phone call I had 
received Mr. Rosetti was up in my brother’s grocery and I was up- 
stairs with my mother and my wife. 

Senator Horry. Did you see him ¢ 

Mr. Monroe. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did he say? 

Mr. Monror. My brother called me down and told me someone 
wanted to see me. So I went on down and he introduced himself as 
Mr. Rosetti and I introduced myself. 

Senator Hory. Did he say who he was representing ? 

Mr. Monroe. He said could we go some place? We went outside the 
place and started to talk. 

Senator Horny. What did he talk about? 

Mr. Monroe. Our line of conversation was he finally got around to 
the point of the postmaster’s job. I didn’t know anything about it. 

_ aeons Hory. You mean you didn’t know that there had been a 

“ancy at Mississippi City / 

7 Monror. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator Horr. What did he say about it? 

Mr. Monror. He said, ‘Would you be interested in a anf that pays 
you close to $4,000 a year as postmaster of Mississippi City?” “I 
said, “Yes, sir; I would.” 

Senator Horny. What did he say it was necessary to do in order to 
get it? 

Mr. Monror. And then as we were going he showed me—I thought 
it was pretty much on the up and up and he came around and said, 
there would be a contribution to the Presidential campaign fund. 

Senator Horny. What time was this when he came to see you?) When 
was it? 

Mr. Monrog. That was appr oximately 2 o’clock in the evening. 

Senator Horny. What day 

Mr. Monroe. It was a the fourth or fifth. It was on Wednes- 
day afternoon of December 

Senator Hory. December ? 

Mr. Monror. December 1950; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did he mention, you say, a $500 contribution ? 

Mr. Monror. Yes, sir; he did. 

Senator Hory. What did you tell him about that? 

Mr. Monror. So I told him I didn’t know, I would have to talk it 
over with my father and find out what to do. 

82406—51——17 
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Senator Hory. Did you have any further conversation with him 
about it ? 

Mr. Monror. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator Hory. What, if anything, did he say in reference to— 

Mr. Monroe. But he did state that he and a Mr. Smith would be 
back that night and talk to me on the deal. 

Senator Hory. Did he come back that night ? 

Mr. Monroe. No, sir, he did not. The next morning I went to work 
and Thursday when I came home my mother told me someone had 
phoned and wanted to know my full name and address. I have the 
letters here. 

Senator Hory. From whom? Letters from whom ? 

Mr. Monror. From the Democratic Party. 

Senator Hory. Who was on the committee? Who signed them ? 

Mr. Monror. It is signed on the typewriter by Clarence E. Hood, 
Jr.” 

Senator Hory. What information did the letter give? 

Mr. Monroe. Sir? 

Senator Hory. What information did the letter give? Does it say 
that they are recommending you, or what does it say ¢ 

Mr. Monroe. Yes. 


After investigation and due consideration it is recommended that Mr. John 
Charles Monroe, Box 34, Mississippi City, a 10-point veteran, who meets the 
necessary requirements, can act in the capacity of postmaster. 

Senator Hory. Is that signed by the typewriter or signed by Mr. 
Hood in his own handwriting? 

Mr. Monroe. That is signed by the typewriter. 

Senator Hory. What date is that? 

Mr. Monror. That is December 7. 

Senator Hory. What date is that with reference to the time they 
called to see you? 

Mr. Monroe. This here was probably either on a Thursday or Fri- 
day, after that Wednesday that Mr. Rosetti had come to see me. 

Senator Hory. And was Mr. Rosetti an officer of any kind? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What kind? 

Mr. Monror. He showed me a policeman’s badge. 

Senator Hory. Of what plac an diloxi ? 

Mr. Monroe. Biloxi, Miss; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any conversation with anybody else 
from the time you talked to Mr. Rosetti until you received this copy 
of the letter from Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Monroe. No, sir; I haven’t. 

Senator Hory. Did you receive a letter from anybody in Wash- 
ington advising you about an appointment ¢ 

Mr. Monror. Yes, sir; from the Acting Postmaster. 

Senator Hory. Who is that signed by? 

Mr. Monror. Postmaster General Donaldson. 

Senator Hory. What date is it? 

Mr. Monror. December 26, 1950. 

Senator Hory. Was that delivered to you, Mr. Monroe, the day it 
came through the mail ? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes, sir; it was delivered to me the day it came 
through the mail. 
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Senator Hory. When it came through the mail what time of day 
did it say—what time did it say that you were to be sworn in 

Mr. Monror. I went and saw Mr. Hargrove and tried to find out 
and he told me he would get in touch with me whenever the transfer 
of the case had come in and so I didn’t bother Mr. H: argrove because 
I knew good and well when the case came in there that he would get 
in touch with me. 

Senator Hory. Who is Mr. Hargrove? 

Mr. Monroe. He is the postal inspector in Gulfport. 

Senator Hory. And he told you that he would let you know / 

Mr. Monror. Yes, sir. But, also, about 3 days after I had received 
this I was at my business, being that Mr. Smith and Mr. Rosetti did 
not come back to see me as they specified on that Wednesday night 
when they first approached me and I made it my business to go see 
Mr. Rosetti and find out where Mr. Smith was, because I had wanted 
to talk to him. 

Senator Hory. Did you see him? 

Mr. Monror. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Hory. What did he say ? 

Mr. Monror. And I told him that as far as any contributions went, 
there was none, that I positively would not pay any money at all be- 
cause I had checked around and found out what the penalties and 
what the fine was and I couldn't afford to stand either one of them. 

Senator Hory. Did you get that information and tell Mr. Smith 
about that before you received this second letter canceling your ap- 
pointment ¢ 

Mr. Monror. What is that? 

Senator Hory. Did you have this conversation with Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Rosetti and give them that information that you would not 
pay, did that occur before you received a letter canceling your ap- 
pointment ¢ 

Mr. Monror. I have yet to this day to receive a letter canceling my 
appointment. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever receive any at all ? 

Mr. Monror. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. What happened then? Why didn’t you get the 
office ¢ 

Mr. Monror. About the only thing I can find out, the only thing I 
can say the reason why I didn’t get the letter is because I wouldn't 
do it, 

Senator Hory. Did you get any notice from anybody that you were 
not going to get the appointment ? 

Mr. Monror. No, sir; I have not. The only thing I ever received 
was this appointment here. 

Senator Hory. You received an appointment from the Postmaster 
General ? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you spoke to the post office inspector ? 

Mr. Monror. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And he was going to let you know when you were 
to be sworn in? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you never had any notice that you were to be 
sworn in? 


Mr. Mownror. No. 
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Senator Horry. How long after that was it before Miss Logel was 
appointed ? 

Mr. Monroe. I think Miss Logel received her appointment on 
January 19. 

Senator Hory. And you appointment was dated in December? 

Mr. Monror. December 26. 

Senator Horry. And on January 26 Miss Logel was appointed ? 

Mr. Monroe. January 19. 

Senator Horry. Who served as postmaster up until that time—the 
man who was already there? 

Mr. Monroe. Mr. Levy, I think, was serving at that time. 

Senator Hory. He is the regular postmaster ? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And he continued to serve until Miss Logel was 
appointed ? 

Mr. Monror. Yes, sir; until the transfer of the case to Miss Logel. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 

Senator McCretian. Who is Mr. Smith? 

Mr. Monror. Sir? 

Senator McCriectan. Who is the man Smith you are talking about? 

Mr. Monroe. In this letter here signed by LaVerne Yelverton they 
have Mr. Douglas Smith on it. 

Mr. Firanacan. Who is Douglas Smith? 

Mr. Monrog. Do you want me to point him out? 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you know who he is? What is his connection 
with the Mississippi Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Monror. Truthfully I don’t know. I think he is the Demo- 
cratic committeeman for the coast; that is all I can say. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, I think we should have the letters 
from which he has been reading inserted in the record at this time so 
that we have it complete, especially the one from the Postmaster Gen- 
eral for his appointment. 

Senator Horry. You will deliver this to the reporter and they will 
be inserted in the record. Put it all in. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibits Nos. 23A, 23B, 
and 23C”; and may be found in the appendix on p. 582.) 

Senator Munpr. Now, let me ask you: You are a 10-point veteran, 
I assume ? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes; I am. 

Senator Munpr. Are you still interested in getting that assistant 
postmastership, or whatever it is there? 

Mr. Monroe. I will be truthful about it. I went and got the 
application to take the examination, but after I found out how corrupt 
chings were, there was no need of even taking the examination because 
you know what file 13 is. 

Senator Munpr. Assuming that it was on the up and up, are you 
.nterested in having that position ? 

Mr. Monroe. I would like to try it anyway if it is on the up and up. 
if there is anything crooked with it, I don’t want it. 

Senator Munpr. If it is on the up and up, you would like to have it ? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes: I would still like to try it. 

Senator Munpr. But you have a letter in your possession from the 
Postmaster General appointing you to it? 

Mr. Monroe. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Munnpr. It never has been canceled ? 
Mr. Monroe. No, sir; it has not. 

Senator Munpr. And under the law no one can qualify for that job 
unless they are appointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate. 

Mr. Monroe. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. So I would suggest that after the committee gets 
through with the letter that you should retain it because there is a 
very good likelihood that ycu will get that job. 

Mr. Monror. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. Mrs. Davis, will you please come for- 
ward? Please raise your right hand. 

You solemnly swear that the testimony which you give shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mrs. Davis. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF CALLIE R. DAVIS, HANDSBORO, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mrs. Davis, will you kindly give your name, address, 
and occupation to the reporter ? 

Mrs. Davis. Callie R. Davis; Handsboro, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Mrs. Davis, you have already identified yourself. 
What position do you hold? 

Mrs. Davis. Acting postmaster. 

Senator Horry. At hat place ? 

Mrs. Davis. Handsboro. 

Senator Hory. Did you contact Miss Alice Logel ? 

Mrs. Davis. I did. 

Senator Hory. Who had suggested that you contact her? 

Mrs. Davis. Mr. Smith and Mr. George Rosetti. 

Senator Hory. Who is Mr. Smith? 

Mrs. Davis. Mr. Smith is a committeeman, Democratic commit- 
teeman. 

Senator Horry. Is that Douglas Smith? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator Hory. A member of the committee? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator Horry. Do you know Mr. Rosetti ? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Who is he? 

Mrs. Davis. He is my sister’s brother-in-law. 

Senator Horny. Where does he live? 

Mrs. Davis. Biloxi. 

Senator Hory. What did they say to you with reference to contact- 
ing Miss Logel? 

{rs. Davis. They asked me if I knew anyone in Mississippi City 
that would be interested in the job that was open and I told them that 
I did not, unless it would be Miss Logel, who was a clerk in the post 
office. 

Senator Hory. What did they say to you? 

Mrs. Davis. They asked me if I would contact her and find out if 
she was interested. 

Senator Hory. Was anything said about money or what amount of 
money or what should be suggested to her about that ? 


Mrs. Davis. Yes. 
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Senator Hory. What was it? 

Mrs. Davis. A $500 donation she should give. 

Senator Hory. They suggested that she ought to make a donation 
of $500 if she was appointed ¢ 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you told Miss Logel that? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And she was not interested ? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes, sir; she said she wasn’t and then she said she was 
and that is when I told them; and then she said, “I will let you know 
one way or the other,” and I haven’t heard any more about that. 

Senator Hory. So far as you know she made no contribution ? 

Mrs. Davis. So far as I know. 

Senator Hory. But anyway you delivered the message? 

Mrs. Davis. Anyway I delivered the message. 

Senator Hory. And the matter was left up to her and she later was 
appointed ? 

Mrs. Davis. She was later appointed. 

Senator Hory. Do you know anything about the letter to Mr. 
Monroe / 

Mrs. Davis. No; I didn’t. 

Senator Hory. You did not? 

Mrs. Davis. I don’t know Mr. Monroe. 

Senator Horry. That is all. 

Senator McCietian. Which one of the gentlemen was it told you 
to tell her that she would be required to make a $500 contribution ¢ 

Mrs. Davis. Mr. Smith. 

Senator McCieti.an. Mr. Smith. That was the committeeman 
from that section of the State ? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. Exactly what did Mr. Smith say about this 
contribution ? 

Mrs. Davis. That was all. 

Mr. FLanacan. What ? 

Mrs. Davis. Just that she would be expected to make a contribution 
if they got the job for her. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Was Mr. Rosetti with Mr. Smith at that time? 

Mrs. Davis. Mr. George Rosetti. 

Mr. Fianacan. Who else was present when this conversation took 
place ¢ 

Mrs. Davis. My husband, I suppose, part of it. 

Mr. Fianacan. You are not sure whether your husband was there 
or not? 

Mrs. Davis. I know he was there but whether he heard all the con- 
versation or not I am not sure. 

Mr. Firanacan. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Louis Rosetti and Mr. Douglas Smith, both 
come forward. Hold up your right hands. 

Each of you solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this 
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
Se) help > you God? 

Mr. Roserrr. I do. 

Mr. Smitn. I do. 
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Senator Hory. Have a seat, gentlemen. Mr. Douglas Smith, take 
the stand first. 


TESTIMONY OF DOUGLAS SMITH AND LOUIS ROSETTI, BILOXI, MISS. 


Senator Horry. Mr. Smith, give your name and address. 

Mr. Smirn. Douglas Smith, 109 Grove Street, Biloxi. 

Senator Hory. What is your occupation / 

Mr. Smiru. Now I am not doing anything, Senator. I have just sold 
out my picture shows that I had. 

Senator Hory. You have been interested in picture shows? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Are you a member of the committee for that section, 
of the Mississippi Democratic Committee ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. How long have you been serving ? 

Mr. Smrru. About a year, a little over a year. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall a visit that you and Mr. Rosetti made 
to ‘Mrs. Davis? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Will you state what you told Mrs. Davis? 

Mr. Smiru. I told Mrs. Davis, Senator, that the postmastership at 
Mississippi City was going to be open a if she knew anybody down 
there for it, why, I would let her name it. I didn’t know anybody down 
there. And I told her—as far as any amount I told her it is up to 
them. If they want to make a contribution to the party, it is all right; 
if they don’t, it is all right. 

Senator Hory. Did you indicate anything about the amount that 
was to be contributed ¢ 

Mr. Smirn,. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Anyway, do you know how she got the idea of the 
$500 ? 

Mr. Smirn. No, sir; I don’t. 

Senator Hory. What did you say, just exactly what words did you 
use when you told her that she would be expected to make a contri- 
bution ¢ 

Mr. Sairu. I told Mrs. Davis if the lady gets the job and she wants 
to make a contribution, it will be greatly appreciated ; but if she don’t, 
it is all right, too. 

Senator Hory. Do you know anything about the appointment of 
Mr. John Monroe? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes, sir. I had Rosetti here to go down the next day 
and see—I am getting ahead of my story. Mrs. Davis phoned the 
Rosetti boy’s brother and told him that she didn’t want the job. Sol 
told him to go down the next day to Handsboro and see if he could 
find a 10-point veteran down there and tell them if they want to make 
a contribution to the party it will be accepted ; if they don’t, it will be 
all right. 

Senator Hory. Is Mr. Rosetti here, the young man who went down 
there? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes, sir, Louis. 

Senator Hory. All right, Mr. Rosetti. Will you move over there? 

Mr. Rosetti, give your name and vocation and address. 
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Mr. Roserri. Louis Rosetti; Biloxi, Miss.; 23 Grove Street. 

Senator Hory. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Roserri. With the Biloxi police department. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Rosetti, were you present with Mr. Smith when 
he visited Mrs. Davis? 

Mr. Roserrtt. No, sir; I was not. 

Senator Hory. You were not present there. That was your brother? 

Mr. Roserrr. That is right, I don’t know anything about that. 

Senator Hory. You were not there? 

Mr. Roserrt. No, sir; that is right. 

Senator Hory. What information can you give with reference to 
visiting Mr. John Monroe and with whom did you go? 

Mr. Roserrt. I went to Mr. Curry and asked him would he be in- 
terested in a post office job there; that the lady was going to resign 
and I asked him if he was a 10-point veteran. He said, “No, sir.” So 
that ended that. He said, “T know a good boy.” I said to him, “Who 
is this boy?” He said, “John Monroe.” I says, “Can you get in touch 
with him?” He said, “Yes, sir.” 

So he called him up by phone and told him who I was and I came 
over and talked to him. He told me where he lived, so I go over 
there and I go in the store and ask for John. Someone went upstairs 
and got him and he came back down. So I introduced myself and 
told him who I was and he told me his name. 

So we went outside and sat in the car. 

Senator Hory. What did you say to him about the post office? 

Mr. Rosertt. I says, “Johnnie, are you interested in a post office 
job?” I says, “The lady is resigning and it is a good job.” He says, 
“T would like to have it, but I don’t want to do anything or pay any- 
thing eee I see my daddy, because my daddy, he is a big politician, 
he has been in politics for the last 20 years and I have got to have his 
consent. He works for Mr. Cassidy, the supervisor over there.” So 
he said, “The job is all right, but T have got to buy equipment.” TI 
said, “I don’t know anything about equipment.” He said, “About 
five or six hundred dollars’ worth of equipment.” I says, “I don’t 
know anything about that.” 

Senator Hory. Come down to what was said about paying for the 
job or making a contribution. 

Mr. Roserrt. Just about that time he says, “I know.” He says, 
“My daddy is in politics and I know you have to give something.” 
I said, “You don’t have to give nothing. If you are a 10-point veteran 
and you take the examination and you pass the examination and you 
get the job, if you are willing to contribute to the Democratic com- 
mittee, to the Democratic Party, itis O. K.” He says, “I will talk to 
my daddy and let you know later” and I didn’t make no arrangement 
or nothing. 

I called up on the phone the next day and he said he would take it. 
That was the end of it. 

Senator Hory. Do you mean to say that in your conversation with 
him that there was nothing said about how much he should contribute ? 

Mr. Rosertt. No, sir; there wasn’t. The only mention of money 
was he said he needed five or six hundred dollars to buy equipment and 
I told him I didn’t know nothing about equipment. In fact, I didn’t 
know nothing about anything. 
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Senator Hory. Then you testify you did not suggest that it would 
be necessary for him to pay $500 to the committee ? 

Mr. Rosertr. No, sir. 

Senator Hoey. Who went with you over there ? 

Mr. Roserti. I went by myself. 

Senator Hory. No one went with you ? 

Mr. Roserrt. No one went with me. 

Senator Hory. Who sent you up there? 

Mr. Roserrr. Mr. Smith asked me to contact someone. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, when you heard from Mr. Monroe the 
next day and when he said he would take it, what did you do? 

Mr. Roserrr. I didn’t do anything. Well, in the same conversation 
he says, “Where can I find Mr. Smith?” I says, “Mr. Smith lives in 
the same place, over the theater.” So that was it. 

Senator Hory. You told him where he could see Mr. Smith ? 

Mr. Roserri. He asked me where he lived at. 

Senator Hory. Did he say he was going to see him ? 

Mr. Rosertr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, when he phoned you and told you that 
he would take it, did you tell Mr. Smith that ? 

Mr. Roserri. No, I didn’t tell Mr. Smith nothing. 

Senator Hory. You did not tell anybody ? 

Mr. Roserrt. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. So you just want to see him and had this conversa- 
tion in which he first told you he couldn’t tell you whether he wanted 


to take it or not and then the next day he phoned and told you he did 
want it? 


Mr. Roserrt. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you did not tell him where to go? 

Mr. Roserrt. No, sir. So about 3 weeks later I was on official busi- 
ness at the veterans’ home and he walks up to ~ and he says, “I am 
seared.” I said, “What are you scared about?” I said, “You haven't 
got nothing to be scared about.” I said, “If you the examination 
and you get the job, you don’t have to give nobody nothing.” 

So about 2 or 3 weeks later he came back to my house ‘and I told 
him the same thing. He says, “I am scared to hell.” I said, “You 
don’t have to be scared; you don’t have to give nobody nothing.” He 
said, “Where does Smith live?” I said, “He lives in the same place.” 

Senator Hory. Mr. Smith, when did you find out that Mr. Monroe 
got the job? 

Mr. Smrru. When he came from Gulfport and told me about the 
boy, Senator. I have a friend of mine who is a supervisor down there, 
that also knows his daddy, to ask him if he wanted the job that very 
night, the very night he came home. 

Senator Hory. Who told you that he wanted the job? 

Mr. Smiru. He said he was undecided until he oe his father. 

Senator Hory. I know. I am talking about when and from whom 
did he get the work? 

Mr. Smirn. I got the supervisor to call his father and ask him 
whether or not he wanted the job, and I recommended him the next 
day. 

Senator Hory. Wait a minute. You had someone to phone his 
father? 

Mr. Sairn. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Hoory. All right. What did his father say ? 

Mr. Smrrn. He said he wanted a job. 

Senator Horry. Then what did you do? 

Mr. Smiru. I recommended him the next day. 

Senator Hory. To whom did you send that recommendation ? 

Mr. Smrrx. Up to the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. Well now, did you have anything further to do with 
the appointment to that office? 

Mr. Smriru. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you know that the appointment had been made 
to somebody else for that position ? 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir; I did not. I asked him out there today if he 
was serving. 

Senator Hory. You did not know he was not serving ? 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator Hory. You recommended him ? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horr. To the Mississippi Democratic Committee ¢ 

Mr. Smirn. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And that is the last information you have of it ¢ 

Mr. Smrru. That is the last I knew of it. 

Senator Hory. So you don’t know anything about how it hap- 
pened that the appointment was sent to him, and later someone else 
was appointed ? 

Mr. Smirn. That is right. 


Senator Hory. You had no connection with that whatsoever ? 
99 


Mr. Smiru. In fact, I asked him today, “Are you serving Johnny ? 
I was informed that, “I didn’t want it,” or something, some answer 


he gave me like that. 

Senator Hory. Are there any questions? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Smith, get over next to the microphone, please. 

How long have you been associated with the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee ? 

Mr. Smirn. I would say, about, oh, July or August of 1949, I think. 

Senator Hory. Do you know Mr. Glenn Boehm / 

Mr. Sniru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever have any negotiations with Mr. Glenn 
Boehm ¢ 

Mr. Smirn. Any what? 

Senator Hory. Did you ever have any business with him, go to see 
him about anything? 

Mr. Smirn. No, sir; I did not see him. I left a letter up there once 
about some folks that bought the picture shows, they had done a lot of 
work on building another one just as the freeze order came on, and 
they had been knocking down the trees and leveling the ground, and 
they wrote and asked me was there anything could be done to finish up. 

I don’t know whether I brought the letter to Glenn Boehm or mailed 
it to him, to see if he could get information, and I never heard a word. 

Senator Hory. Why did you go to Glenn Boehm ? 

Mr. Smiru. I was tired of asking Mr. Carraway about so much on 
the sea wall money, and the supervisors were afraid it was going to 
be knocked out of the budget. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever talk to Mr. Boehm about getting Fed- 
eral funds to improve the sea wall on your coast ? 
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Mr. Smiru. No, sir; I don’t remember. I think it was with Car- 
raway. 

Senator Hory. I am asking you do you remember or don’t you 
remember’ Do you know, or ‘don’ t you? 

Mr. Surru. Sir? 

Senator Hory. Did you ever talk to Glenn Boehm about getting 
Federal money for the sea wall on the Gulf Coast ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. I might have asked him what channel I should find out 
about it, 

Senator Hory. Did you ask him what channel ? 

Mr. Smirn. I may have myself, I don’t know. 

Senator Hory. Can you recall whether you did or not! 

Mr. Smrru. No, sir: I really can’t. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever have any financial transactions—or 
I will put it this way, in the past 18 months have you had any financial 
transactions of any ‘kind with Mr. Curtis Rogers ? 

Mr. Samir. Financial what? 

Mr. Fianacan. Financial transactions. 

Mr. Smirn. No, sir, only one lady that made a donation after she 
became postmaster, that I sent up to him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who is the lady? 

Mr. Smirn. This Miss Davis. 

Mr. Fianacan. How much did she contribute? 

Mr. Smirn. Five hundred dollars. 

Mr. Fianacan. You sent the money—— 

Mr. Situ. To Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. FLanaGan (continuing). To Mr. Goers. 

Mr. Smirn. In fact, Rosetti went with me, we put it in an envelope 
and mailed it. 

Mr. Fianacan. How did she happen to give you the $500? 

Mr. Smirn. I don’t know. She just said she felt she wanted to 
donate to the cause. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did she open up the subject of a contribution, or 
did vou? 

Mr. Sairn. I never said “boo” to her, or anybody else. 

Mr. Franacan. She just came up and offered you $500 out of a 
clear blue sky? 

Mr. Smirn. Mr. Rosetti is a friend of mine and I asked him who 
would make a good postmaster. He said, “Let me talk to my family, 
they used to live down there.” He didn’t know this lady was acting 
postmaster at the time. He said, “My sister-in-law’s sister is acting 
postmaster, how about moving her up?” I said, “Give me her name,” 
and he did, and out of a blue sky Rosetti came along with the money. 

Mr. Fuanacan. When did Rosetti give you the $500 ? 

Mr. Smiru. After she‘had the job. 

Mr. FuanaGan. When was it, last month, last year? 

Mr. Smirn. Oh, no, sir. That was, oh, I tell you, I couldn't tell you 
what month if you killed me. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Was it in cash or a check ? 

Mr. Smirn. It was cash. 

Mr. Firanacan. How did you get the money to Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Smirn. I was standing in front of a pool room at the time. 
It was in 10's and 20's, and I went into the poolroom and got it 
changed into $100 bills. 
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Mr. Franacan. You mailed it via ordinary mail? 

Mr. Smrrn. Ordinary mail. About 20 minutes after I mailed it, I 
realized I should have had it registered. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you put a letter in with it ? 

Mr. Smiru. I wrapped it in paper. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you put any writing on it? 

Mr. Sairu. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you tell Rogers who the money came from? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir, I talked to him that evening later and told 
him I was sending that contribution up. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you talk to him on the phone? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you tell him why or where you got the con- 
tribution ? 

Mr. Sairu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Have you had any other transactions with Mr. 
Rogers? 

Mr. Smrru. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Have you had any loans from Mr. Rogers in the 
last 18 months? 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Have you given Mr. Rogers any funds in the last 
18 months? 

Mr. Smirn. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Any money of any kind? 

Mr. Smiru. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Fianacan. Are you engaged in joint business ventures with 
Mr. Curtis Rogers? 

Mr. Sairu. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Are you through? 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever send a money order to Mr. Glenn 
Boehm ? 

Mr. Surry. A money order? 

Mr. FranaGan. Yes; a money order ? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes, sir; I believe I did. 

Mr. Firanacan. How much was it for? 

Mr. Smirn. A hundred dollars. 

Mr. Franacan. What was the $100 for? 

Mr. Smiru. A bad check that I cashed up there. 

Mr. Franacan. What do you mean, paying a check you cashed ? 

Senator McCrietian. A bad check that he cashed. 

Mr. Fianacan. I see. 

Mr. Smirn. Well, a friend down there gave me a $100 check to use 
on the trip. I went up for that $100 plate dinner and the check was 
no good, and Glenn had cashed the check for me, so when he sent the 
check back I sent him $100. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever give any other money to Glenn Boehm, 
or send him any other money? 

Mr. Surru. No, sir. In fact, I had forgotten about that until you 
brought it up. I would swear I never sent him a dollar. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did anyone else in the State of Mississippi give you 
any political contribution, other than Mr. Rosetti ? 

Mr. Suiru. No, sir; I put it out of my own pocket. 

Mr. Fianacan. That $500 was the only money you collected ? 
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Mr. Smiru. Yes, sir. Everywhere I went I spent my own money. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

Mrs. Davis, will you please come back to the stand for a minute. 
You have already been sworn and you are still under oath. 

Mrs. Davis. Yes, sir. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF MRS. CALLIE R. DAVIS, HANDSBORO, MISS. 


Senator Horry. Mrs. Davis, I believe the testimony developed that 
you sent a contribution of $500 ? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. How did you decided or determine that you would 
send a contribution? Why did you do so? 

Mrs. Davis. Well, they helped me, and I thought it was no more 
than I should do to help them. 
Senator Hory. What is that? 
Mrs. Davis. To make the contribution. 
Senator Hory. I say, did anybody solicit you to make that con- 
‘bution ¢ 
Mrs. Davis. No, sir. 
Senator Hory. Did anybody in the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee ask you for it ¢ 

Mrs. Davis. No. 

Senator Horry. You just decided on your own motion that you 
would send them the $500 / 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Did anybody indicate that you would be expected 
to send that amount? 

Mrs. Davis. No. 

Senator Hoey. And you just made the contribution because you 
wanted to do so, because you had been appointed ¢ 

Mrs. Davis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. How long after you had been appointed was that ? 

Mrs. Davis. Probably 30 days. 

Senator Horny. I see. Senator Mundt? 

Senator Munpr. Had you ever heard from any reports that ordi- 
narily people getting jobs of that kind did make contributions? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Where had you heard that? 

Mrs. Davis. Well, I had heard it in different ways. I don’t know 
just in any particular case. 

Senator Munpr. Name some specifically that you have heard. 

Mrs. Davis. I don’t know that I have heard of any specific cases. 

Senator Munpr. Did you hear it from some of the members of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee in some of the conferences and 
talks they made? 

Mrs. Davis. No. 

Senator Munpr. Where had you heard it? 

Mrs. Davis. Well, years ago my husband missed a job because he 
did not contribute, and that is the one case that I know of. 

Senator Munpr. Your husband lost a job because he did not con- 
tribute ? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. He did not get the job. 
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Senator Munpr. And you thought it might be good job insurance 
for you to send a contribution as long as you had the job? 

Mrs. Davis. (No answer.) 

Senator Hory. Senator McClellan ? 

Senator McCreiian. If I recall Alice Logel’s testimony, she said 
you asked her the question if she would be interested in the post-office 
appointment down there “to the tune of $500.” 1 think she is the 
lady who testified to that. Did you make that statement to her? 

Mrs. Davis. I told her she would be expected to. 

Senator McCLe.tan. To pay $500? 

Mrs. Davis. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. All right. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

All of the witnesses who have been examined, with the exception 
of Mr. Mize and Mr. Jackson, may be discharged. 

The witnesses who have not been examined will remain here. 

The committee is going to adjourn until 8 o’clock, and we will have 
a night session. 

(Whereupon, at 6:20 p. m., Tuesday, April 10, 1950, the hearing 
was recessed to 8 p.m. of the same day.) 


EVENING SESSION 


Senator Hory. The subcommittee will come to order. 
Mr. Tom Wilkins, will you come forward and raise your right hand, 
please / 


Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you give in this hearing 


will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Wiixins. I do. 

Senator Hory. Have a seat, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF T. B. WILKINS, McCOMB, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Give the court reporter your name, your residence, 
and your occupation. 

Mr. Witxins. T. W. Wilkins, 1037 Jackson Street, McComb, Miss. 
Retired. 

Senator Hory. I did not understand your occupation. 

Mr. Wicks. Retired. 

Senator Hory. You are retired? 

Mr. Witxrins. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Did you receive any appointment in connection with 
the Office of Price Stabilization ¢ 

Mr. Wiikrns. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any discussion about the matter / 

Mr. Witxrins. Yes. 

Senator Hory. With any representatives—— 

Mr. Wirxrns. Yes. 

Senator Hory (continuing). Of the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee ? ; 

Mr. Wiikrns. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Hory. With whom did you discuss the matter? 


Mr. Witxins. With Mr. R. F. Brashier. 
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Senator Hory. R. F. Brashier? 

Mr. Wixkrns. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What position did he hold with the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee ¢ 

Mr. Wixxrns. I don’t remember whether he told me what position 
he held, but he said that the was the chairman of Brookhaven, Miss. 

Senator Horry. The chairman of what? 

Mr. Witkins. Would be chairman of Lincoln County, Brookhaven, 
Miss. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, what discussion did he have with 
you and about what ? 

Mr. Wirktns. He asked me if I would be interested in being the 
chairman of the committee from McComb, Miss., and I advised him 
that due to my health I would not be. 

Senator Hory. Now, this position that he was talking about of you 
being the head of the committee, that was that you were to have 
charge to determine who would serve in the various capacities in that 
county ¢ 

Mr. Witkrns. That is the way I understood it. 

Senator Horry. And with special reference to the appointees in the 
Office of Price Stabilization ? 

Mr. Witkrns. That is correct. 

Senator Horry. What suggestion or offer did he make to you with 
reference to taking this position for the county ? 

Mr. Wirkiys. He only said that he thought that he could get me 
appointed through the Mississippi Democratic Committee for Pike 
County, if T would serve without compensation. 

Senator Hory. And what would be your duties? 

Mr. Wintkins. The way I understood it, I would have full charge 
of the Office of Price Stabilization in Pike County, Miss. 

Senator Horny. And you would appoint the people to serve in that 
office ? 

Mr. Wiikins. Well, I don’t recall—well, I believe he did say that 
I could appoint a supervisor, I believe, and in turn he would employ 
employees to operate this office. 

Senator Hory. What if anything were you to do in return for this 
designation of you as chairman for that county ? 

Mr. Wiikins. What was the question, please ? 

Senator Hory. What were you to do in the way of making con- 
tributions in return for being designated as the manager or chairman 
for that county? 

Mr. Wiikins. He said it was customary to make $300 or $400 con- 
tributions or donations for each county for that particular set-up to 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

Senator Horny. Did he tell you that he was going out in the State 
as a solicitor to organize and make these selections? 

Mr. Witkins. He said that he had 12 or 15 southern counties that 
he was trying to help set up—I believe is the way he termed it—set 
up for this particular type of work. 

Senator Hory. And in this position you were to serve without 
compensation ? 

Mr. Winxtns. That is correct. 

Senator Hory. But you were to have charge of the administration 
of the OPS in that county? — 

Mr. Wiikrns. That is correct. 
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Senator Hory. And you did not accept the proposition ? 

Mr. Wiixrns. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you did not receive the appointment ? 

Mr. Wiixrns. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. And you did not make any contributions? 

Mr. Wixtns. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCienian. Was there anything said to you about form- 
ing a political organization 

Mr. Wixxrns. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Was there anything said about politics, or 
the purpose of this was to establish some kind of county chairmen to 
rebuild the Truman Democrats? 

Mr. Wiixins. I don’t recall just exactly what was said about it, 
but it was something pertaining to the donation of $300 or $400 to 
reestablish the Democratic Party in Mississippi, or something to that 
effect, and I advised him I still was not interested. 

Senator McCietitan. That was to be your contribution as a con- 
sideration for getting the appointment ? 

Mr. Wirxtns. I presume that is what it was; yes, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. But you were not approached on the basis 
of simply trying to spell out a State-wide political organization, and 
for you to serve in the capacity of the politician for that county? 

Mr. Witxrns. No, sir. 

Senator McCrenian. Or rather that you would be given an ap- 
pointment that would give you the power over this price control? 
That is what it represented to you? 

Mr. Witkrns. For only one county, Pike County, Miss. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Wilkins, when was it that Roy Brashier came 
down to see you in your home town ? 

Mr. Wirxrys. Sometime in the early part of February. 

Mr. Fianagan. February of this year? 

Mr. Wirxrns. 1951. 

Mr. Fianacan. That is when he carried on this conversation you 
just now related? 

Mr. Witxtns. That is correct. 

Mr. Firanacan. And he wanted you to make a contribution? 

Mr. Wirxrys. That is right. 

Mr. Franacan. And what was the contribution for? 

Mr. Wixxins. To carry on the political aspects of the Democratic 
Party in Mississippi, I presume. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And in exchange for that contribution was he going 
to give you authority to name the OPS employees in your county? 

Mr. Winxrxs. W ell, he didn’t say that, that I was donating $300 
or $400 for that particular purpose. He just said that the donation 
would be to the Democratic Party. He did not say I would have 
to pay $300 for a job, because I had declined the offer for a job, and 
it carried no compensation with it, to start with. 

Mr. Furanacan. Why did he want you to make a contribution, other 
than for the political party ? 

Mr. Wi11k1ns. I did not go into details as to what they wanted with 
the money. 

Mr. Franacan. After you had this discussion with Mr. Brashier, 
did he ask you to take him and introduce him to someone else? 
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Mr. Wixxins. Yes, sir; he did. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did he say along that line? 

Mr. Witxrns. Well, he asked me, due to the fact that I had been in 
the wholesale oil business in that section of Mississippi, that I knew 
several people in the adjoining counties, and he asked me if I would 
introduce him to some prospective men who would be interested in 
that particular type of work. 

Mr. Fianacan. In what work? I still don’t understand what work 
it is, 

Mr. Witxins. As county chairman of the OPS, or the ECS, or what- 
ever it is, one of the alphabets. 

Mr. FLanaGan. In other words, he wanted you to introduce him 
to some other people in adjoining counties who would be interested in 
being chairman of the rationing or the price-control organization in 
their respective counties ? 

Mr. Witxins. That is correct. 

Mr. Fuanacan. All right. What did you tell him? 

Mr. Wixxins. Well, I told him that I did not have the time to go 
out into W ilkinson County and the adjacent counties to appoint any, 
because I was going to a livestock sale being held at a little town of 
Summit, Miss. He was insistent that I go ‘with him, and after the 
sale I did go out into Amite and Wilkinson Counties with Mr. Brashier. 

Mr. Fuanaean. Who did you take him to see / 

Mr. Witxins. Herman Brasfield. 

Mr. Fianacan. What is Mr. Brasfield’s business? 

Mr. Wiixrns. He is a banker. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you introduce him to Mr. Brashier? 

Mr. Wivxrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FianacGan. And did he carry on a conversation with the banker 
in your presence ¢ 

Mr. Winxins. Yes; he did. He talked to Mr. Brasfield about hav- 
ing someone, or some of his friends, or did he know someone in Wil- 
kinson C ounty that probably would be interested in the chairmanship 
for Wilkinson County. 

Mr. Fuanagan. Chairmanship of the Price Administration organ- 
ization ¢ 

Mr. Witkins. The OPS, or one of those alphabets was mentioned. 

Mr. Firanacan. And then what happened ¢ 

Mr. Witxtns. Well, Mr. Brasfield advised him he did not know 
anyone right at present, but he would like to go into it and see if he 
could find someone that would be interested in it. I think Mr. 
Brashier wanted to be in Jackson on the following Saturday, and this 
was Thursday. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Brashier ask Mr. Brasfield for a contri- 
bution in your presence ¢ 

Mr. Wivxkrys. I don’t reeall just what it was, whether it came to 
the donation of finances. 

Mr. Fianacan. But in any event Mr. Brashier asked Mr. Bras- 
field to come down to Jackson the following Saturday for a meeting? 

Mr. Witxins. Either that, or recommend somebody that would 
come. j 

Mr. Fianagan, Or go himself ? 
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Mr. Wrixins. Well, I don’t recall whether he wanted him to come 
himself. I guess he did. 

Mr. Franacan. And he had also invited you to come, had he not ? 

Mr. Witxins. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. After you finished up with Mr. Brasfield, the 
banker, did you take him to see anyone else ? 

Mr. Witkins. We went to see Mr. Harvey at Amite County, at 
Liberty, first, before we got to Woodville inWilkinson County, because 
Amite County is nearer to Pike County, it was the first county we 
came to, and he saw E. G. Harvey at Liberty. 

Mr. Franacan. What discussion in your presence did Mr. Brashier 
have with Mr. Harvey in that county? 

Mr. Wiikins. He asked him if he was interested, or did he know 
someone that would be interested in serving as chairman of the OPS 
in that county. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did Mr. Harvey tell him, as you heard ¢ 

Mr. Wirxr1ns. Well, Mr. Harvey said that due to the fact they were 
going to have rationing, I believe he said he might just as well get in 
on it, or something to that effect, and agreed to go along with it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he ask Mr. Harvey for a contribution ¢ 

Mr. Wirxtns. He told Mr. Harvey it would be customary to make 
a donation to the Democratic committee. He asked Mr. Harvey to 
make a donation to the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

Mr. Franacan. How much did he ask for? 

Mr. Wivkrns. $300. 

Mr. Franacan. And did Mr. Harvey give him the $300? 

Mr. Wiixrns. Yes; he did; he gave him a check. Mr. Brashier 
told him he would not take cash at all, but to give him a check, to 
make it out to the Democratic Executive Committee of Mississippi. 

Mr. Franacan. And that transaction took place in your presence ¢ 

Mr. Wixkrns. All except writing the check. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. I mean, the handing over of the check ? 

Mr. Winkrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And the discussion about the check ? 

Mr. Wixxins. Yes. I introduced Mr. Brashier to Mr. Harvey 
without any comment. 

Mr. FLaAnaGAn. Now you have covered Amite County and Wilkin- 
son County. Did you make any other referrals? 

Mr. Witkrns. That is all. 

Mr. Fianacan. Just those two men ? 

Mr. Wixkins. That is all. 

Mr. FianaGan. Was it agreed that all three of you should come up 
to Jackson on Saturday to this meeting ? 

Mr. Wiu.x1ns. That was Mr. Braslhier’s suggestion, to be in Jack- 
son at 11 o’clock Saturday morning. 

Mr. Firanacan. What was going to be the purpose of that meeting? 

Mr. Wixxrns. I believe he was going to give them some letter of 
recognition, or something to that effect. 

Mr. Franacan. A sort of an organizational meeting ? 

Mr. Wiixins. I presume that is what is was, or I thought-it was 
when I came up. 

Mr. Fianacan. On the following Saturday you came up to Jackson / 

Mr. Witkrins. Yes. sir. 
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Mr. Fianacan. Were you accompanied by your friends Mr. Harvey 
and Mr. Brasfield ¢ 

Mr. Witxins. No; I came along in a car with Mr. E. H. Hurst, who 
lived in Amite County. Mr. Harvey, I think, came the day before, 
due to the fact, I think, that he had a brother who was ill, and he 
brought him to the hospital. 

Mr. Brasfield called me on Friday night and said that he would be 
unable to secure a suitable man for this particular position, and for 
me to come up to Jackson to find out what the set-up was, and for me to 
let him know when I got back Saturday. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. So you come upto Jackson. Where did you go here? 

Mr. Witkrns. I met Mr. Brashier and Mr. Harvey, and several of 
them met down in the lobby of the Walthall Hotel. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you finally go to the meeting at the office of 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee ¢ 

Mr. Winkins. Yes, sir. We were escorted over to the Century 
Building about noon Saturday, to the office of the committee. 

Mr. FLtanacan. When you say “we,” who are “we” / 

Mr. Winxins. Well, Mr. Harvey was along, and myself, and Mr. 
Brashier, and a half dozen more people that I don’t know. 

Mr. Fianacan. A lot of other people were waiting there, too? 

Mr. Witxkins. Beg pardon? 

Mr. Fianacan. A group of other people were also waiting in the 
office ¢ 

Mr. Wixkins. Yes, sir; there were several people sitting around in 
the office. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Were they there for the same reason vou were there / 

Mr. Wixrys. I just don’t know, because I just did not give any 
conversation to anyone except what they said to me. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who was the first of the group that you associated 
with that went into the inner sanctum, the inner officer there, and had 
discussions ¢ 

Mr. Wivxrns. I believe Mr. Harvey was the first one in. I was out 
in the hall waiting. The seating capacity was limited, and there 
wasn't enough space for all the people that was in and around there, 
so I waited out in the hallway. 

Mr. Franacan. Did Mr. Harvey have any discussion with you when 
he came out, immediately after he came out ? 

Mr. Wixkrns. No, sir. ; 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who went in next of your group? 

Mr. Witkrns. I just don’t recall. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Then eventually did you go in? 

Mr. Wiikins. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FranaGan. When you went into the inner office, who was there? 

Mr. Wiikrns. Mr. Brashier came out in the hallway and asked 
me to come on in, and T walked in and he introduced me to a Mr. 
Rogers and Mr. Jimmie Wilkinson, and there was a lady there, whom 
I did not meet. 

Mr. Franacan. Was that Miss Yelverton ? 

Mr. Wirktins. I think that is the lady. 

Mr. Franacan. The secretary—or the lady or girl working in the 
office ? 

Mr. Wiixins. I presume that is the position. 
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Mr. Frianacan. After you got into the inner office who did the 
talking to you? 

Mr. Wiixrns. Well, as I said, he introduced me to the two gentle- 
men, and they asked me if I had any questions to ask, and I said “No,” 
and there wasn’t very much of anything else said. The fact of the 
matter is, I don’t recall. 

Mr, Fuanacan. They just called you in and said, “Do you have any 
questions to ask,” and you said, “No”? 

Mr. Wirxrns. I sat on the desk, Mr. Rogers was on the opposite 
side, and I believe Mr. Wilkinson was over here. I paused for a 
few moments after I sat down, and they asked me if I had any ques- 
tion to ask, and I said “No, I did not have any questions to ask.” 

I don’t recall just what it was; they asked me if I wanted to make 
a $300 donation and I said, “I don’t think I do.” 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who asked you that? 

Mr. Wixkrns. I just don’t recall. 

Mr. Frianacan. Either Mr. Wilkinson, or Mr. Rogers, or Mr. 
Brashier ? 

Mr. Wiutxrns. Yes; they said something or other about a $300 
donation, and I believe I asked, “What does this money go for?” 
They said, “To maintain this office and carry on the Democratic 
Party.” 

Mr. Ftanacan. What did you do? 

Mr. Wiikins. I said, “Give me a check,” and I wrote out a check 
for $800. I wanted to see what it was. He said he was going to give 
mea letter. So I didn’t get the letter. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did you think you were writing the $300 
check for ? 

Mr. Witxrys. A donation. 

Mr. Firanacan. A donation to what? 

Mr. Witxrns. A donation to the Democratic Executive Committee 
of Mississippi. 

Mr. Fianacan. In any event you wrote the $300 check ? 

Mr. Witxrns, I wrote the check out; yes, sir. 

Mr. Fitanacan. To whom did you hand the check ? 

Mr. Witxins. I don’t recall. It was just on a desk, there were three 
or four around. I drew a draft on my bank. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you recollect any mention being made of the 
OPS county organizations at that time ? 

Mr. Witkrns. There wasn’t a word mentioned about OPS. 

Mr. Fianacan. All that had gone on before ? 

Mr. Witxrs. That is right. 

Mr. FuanaGan. So you gave him your $300 check? 

Mr. Wi1xrns. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Then what happened ? 

Mr. Witxrns. I got up and walked out. 

Mr. Fianagan. You got up and walked out? 

Mr. Witxrns. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you see your friend Mr. Harvey or Mr. Bras- 
field ? 

Mr. Witxrys. Mr. Brasfield did not accompany us up here that day. 

Mr. Franacan. Was there a third person there? 

Mr. Witxrns. Mr. Hurst came up. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He came up for Brasfield ? 
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Mr. Wixxrvs. No; he came up—he was supposed to come up with 
oo Harvey, but he came in his own car as Mr. Harvey came the day 
ore. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You saw your friends, Mr. Hurst and Mr. Harvey 
outside ? 

Mr. Wiixrns. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Now Mr. Harvey had already given him a check 
for $300? 

Mr. Wixxrns. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan, Did you have any discussion with Mr. Hurst about 
any payment? 

Mr. Wivxrns. Mr. Hurst was not scheduled to make a donation, ap- 
parently. I think he was supposed to be a supervisor, or something. 
I don’t know what it was. He was not scheduled to be a chairman for 
Amite County. 

Mr. FianaGan. Well, did he say that he had made a contribution 
or he had not made a contribution ¢ 

Mr. Winxtns. Who is that—Mr. Hurst? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes. 

Mr. Witxrins. He didn’t say. 

Mr. Fuanacan, Just you and Mr. Harvey? 

Mr. Wirxrns. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. And Mr. Brasfield had not made a contribution? 

Mr. Wiixins. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. All right. Then what happened? Did you have 
any further discussion with Mr. Harvey concerning the check that 
you had paid? 

Mr. Wiixins. We came down and had lunch at the Walthall Coffee 
Shop, and I decided I would go back and pick up my check. I walked 
in and told the lady I had decided I did not want to go through with 
this donation, or deal, or chairmanship of Pike County, and I just 
preferred to pick up my check, so I did. 

Mr. Franacan. What changed your mind all of a sudden at lunch ? 

Mr. Witxrns. I made up my mind I didn’t want to go through 
with it. 

Mr. Franacan. While you were eating your lunch in the Walthall 
Hotel did you have any discussion with your friend, Mr. Harvey, 
about his payment of the check, or about the return of the check? 

Mr. Wirixrns. No, sir. I just told Mr. Harvey, I wasn’t going to 
go through with it any more because I wasn’t physically able and I 
wasn’t going to go through with it. I just didn’t want to go through 
with it. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Do you recall the discussion you and I had the 
other day, Mr. Wilkins? 

Mr. Winxrns. Yes. 

Mr. Franacan. Do you remember what you told me the other day? 

Mr. Wirxrns. Yes. 

Mr. FranaGan. What did you say? 

Mr. Wrrxrns. T picked up the check and tore it up and didn’t 
want to have anything to do with it. 

Mr. Franacan. What did you say to Mr. Hurst, at that time, that 
. same dav, in the Walthall, or Mr. Harvey, about the check ? 

Mr. Wiixrns. I don’t believe I recall, Mr. Flanagan, what was 
said. 
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Mr. Fianacan. Did you tell Mr. Harvey that he ought to stop pay- 
ment on his check, too? . 

Mr. Witxrns. No: I don’t believe I told Harvey to stop payment 
on his check, I don’t remember whether I did or not, but I said “You 
know, we are a pair of chumps. I think I will go pick up my check.” 

Mr. FLanacGan. So you want up to the headquarters of the Missi- 
sippi Democratic Committee to pick up your check ¢ 

Mr. Wirkrns. That is right. 

Mr. Franacan. Who did you see on that occasion ! 

Mr. Wiuxins. The lady in the office. 

Mr. FranaGan. Did you ask her for the check ? 

Mr. Wixkins. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Frianacan. Did she ask you why you wanted it back? 

Mr. Wivxrns. She didn’t saya word. She gave it tome without any 
comment. 

Mr. Firanacan. Just turned it right over to you? 

Mr. Wirxins. That issright. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And you tore up that check ? 

Mr. Witxrins. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. I think you said when you first gave the check to 
the three gentlemen in the office that some mention was made about 
a letter. Will you elaborate upon that a little bit? What did you 
mean by that ? 

Mr. Wiiktns. What was the question ? 

Senator Munpr. You said that when you first gave the check to the 
people in the inner office somebody mentioned something, or some 
mention was made about a letter. Will you elaborate a little bit upon 
what you mean by that, what mention was made about a letter that 
you were to get ¢ 

Mr. Wirxrns. They suggested, and I don't recall who it was— 
somebody made some mention of a donation to this committee and 
that I would receive some letter. I don’t recall what the letter was. 
They didn’t tell me what the letter would be but that I would receive 
a letter. I wanted to see what the letter was, so I wrote out the three- 
hundred-dollar check and they told me it would be mailed to me. 
After I picked up my check, of course, that letter was not mailed to 
me. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever find out from Mr. Harvey what kind 
of a letter he got for his check? 

Mr. Wixrins. Yes, sir: he told me something about it. I asked 
him what that letter was. That is the first time, that is right. 

Senator Munpr. What kind of a letter was it, did he say? 

Mr. Wixkrins. He said it was a letter just thanking him for his con- 
tribution and that they were glad to know that he was willing to help 
rebuild the Democratic Party in Mississippi, or something like that, 
to that effect. 

Senator Munpr. Who had signed the letter? 

Mr. Wiixrns. I didn’t ask him who signed it. 

Senator Munpr. Were you told in that conversation in that inner 
office that if you would write a check for that $300 they would write 
you a letter thanking you for that $300 and that was the reason for 
the letter? 

Mr. Witxins. They didn’t tell me what the letter would be. 
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Senator Munpr. You said you wrote a check, you were curious to 
know what was in the letter. They must have said something about 
it that aroused your curiosity. 

Mr. Wixxrns. They said the $300 would be a donation and that 
they would get me out a letter and, of course, they didn’t comment 
on what type of letter it was or what the letter had in it of any kind. 
I didn’t make the donation and I didn’t receive the letter. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. Mr. Early Gray Harvey, come for- 
ward, please. Hold up your right hand. 

You solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this hearing shall 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Harvey. I do. 

Senator Hory. Be seated, please. 


TESTIMONY OF EARLY GRAY HARVEY, LIBERTY, MISS. 


Senator Hory. State for the record your name, post-office address 
and occupation. 

Mr. Harvey. Early Gray Harvey; Liberty, ie, 

Senator Hory. What did you say your business was, Mr. Harvey ? 

Mr. Harvey. Auto dealer. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Roy 
Brashier ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Under what circumstances did you meet him? 

Mr. Harvey. Well, a friend of mine, Mr. Wilkinson, brought him 
over on February 7. 

Senator Hory. And introduced him to you? 

Mr.. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did Mr. Brashier say that he wanted to see 
you about or consult you about ? 

Mr. Harvey. He said rationing was just around the corner; he was 
looking for someone to act as supervisor of our county. 

Senator Hoey. I couldn't quite hear you. 

Mr. Harvefl. He was looking for someone to be the supervisor of 
our county and asked me if I would serve. 

Senator Hory. He was talking about the Office of Price Stabiliza- 
tion ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. He was talking about the Office of Price Stabilization ; 
yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What was the condition under which you might be 
appointed ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. With a donation of $300 that I would be appointed 
supervisor of this county, Amite County. 

Senator Hory. A donation of $300 to be made to what organiza- 
tion ? 

Mr. Harvey. Mississippi Democratic Committee, I believe it was. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you why it was necessary to make a con- 
tribution to the party ? 

Mr. Harvey. He said he had to have the $300 or there would be no 
appointment, that is the way I understood it. 
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Senator Horry. Did he tell you anything about why they needed 
the money, or why he had to have it! 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. Now, in this position of supervisor that he was going 
to suggest you for your county Ww hat were you to get? 

Mr. Harvey. I would receive all mail; I would strictly be the king- 
fish. 

Senator Hory. And what, especially, was involved in this position 
of being kingfish ? 

Mr. Harvey. I didn’t follow you. 

Senator Hory. What was involved in this position of kingfish ? 

Mr. Harvey. I could hire or fire anybody that I wished. 

Senator Hory. You could hire or fire anybody in the organization 
of the Office of Price Stabilization ? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Horry. In other words, you would be in charge of the 
county from the point of hiring anybody you wanted to and you could 
run the office and hire and fire anybody you wanted to? 

Mr. Harvey. I would receive no compensation whatever. 

Senator Hory. Your services were to be without pay, is that right? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And being kingfish was to be your compensation ? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Senator Hory. What did you tell Mr. Brashier? Did you agree to 
do it? 

Mr. Harvey. I asked him several questions pertaining to what the 
office would pay and he said it would be $4,800, $5,000. 

Senator her. That is the man that you are going to appoint? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Hory. You yourself would receive no salary ? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Hory. But you were going to appoint a man who would 
act as manager or something of that kind and he would get about 
45—$4.800? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And you had the sole right to recommend the ap- 
pointment ? 

Mr. Harvey. And how I got my money back it made no difference. 

Senator Hory. Did he say that to you? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, after your conversation with Mr. Brashier did 
you come over to Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. I made a trip to Jackson on the tenth. 

Senator Hory. At whose invitation did you come? 

Mr. Harvey. Mr. Brashier. 

Senator Horry. Who? 

Mr. Harvey. Mr. Brashier asked me to come. 

Senator Hory. And whom were you to see after you came over here? 

Mr. Harvey. Mr. Rogers, Mr. Jackson, and a lady in the office, I 
have forgotten her name; she is the secretary. 

Senator Hory. Was Mr. Jackson a solicitor or an organizer, some- 
thing like Mr. Brashier? 

Mr. Harvey. When Mr. Brashier introduced me when I came in he 
produced my check and said, “Here is your check” and he said, “there 
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was a misunderstanding about what the salary would be for the other 
officers.” That is when I commenced to get suspicious. 

Senator Hoey. I didn’t quite understand you. You said that Mr. 
Brashier said, “Here is your check for $300” 

Mr. Harvey. Y es, sir. 

Senator Hory. What happened that aroused your suspicion ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. That these appointees I was going to appoint, the 
salaries were not nearly about what he told me when I was in their 
place. * 

Senator Horny. What was the salary that he told you? 

Mr. Harvey. That these men would draw $400 per month or more 
and the head stenographer would draw $300 or more. 

Senator Hoey. Did he tell you how many people you would have 
to appoint ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. Five or six. 

Senator Hory. Five or six for your county ? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. All right, go ahead. Did they say anything about 
any letter or communication that you were going to receive after you 
left ? 

Mr. Harvey. When I left? They told me they were going to get 
some Form 59 or 57, I don’t know which it was. At 10 minutes to 12 
I was called into this inner sanctum. 

Senator Hory. What was said to you there? 

Mr. Harvey. That is when he told me about the discrepancy in 
the salaries than what he had told me it would be. He told me what 
it would be later and I didn’t ask him any further questions. 

Senator Hory. After he told you that what did you do? 

Mr. Harvey. I told him I had no further questions to ask. I walked 
out. . 

Senator Horry. You left your check there? 

Mr. Harvey. I left my check there. In the meantime she said, “We 
don’t have time to write out letters and I will get them out to you this 
afternoon, mail it.” 

Senator Hory. What was that letter? 

Mr. Harvey. It was suppossed to be a Form 57. I don’t know 
what that is. 

Senator Hory. Was that a letter or a form to be sent to you for 
you to sign ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. The way I understood it it would be an appointment, 
that is the way I under stood it, but then he wrote me a letter thanking 
me for my services and hoping I may be of service in the future. 

Senator Horr. Did he send you this Form 57? 

Mr. Harvey. I didn’t see it. 

Senator Horny. Did you ever see it? 

Mr. Harvey. That is what he was going to give me that day when 
I came up there. 

Senator Horry. But he did not give it to you? 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have you ever seen it ? 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did you have lunch with Mr. Wilkins that day ? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you all discuss this matter ? 
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Mr. Harvey. We discussed it some. He said he was going back and 
get his check. 

Senator Hory. And he did? 

Mr. Harvey. He did; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You did not go back? 

Mr. Harvey. I wanted to see this letter, what it contained. 

Senator Horny. You wanted to see that letter? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. When you got your letter it was a thank you note for 
the $300? 

Mr. Harvey. I went to Hot Springs on Monday morning and spent 
2 weeks, but. Monday I went to the bank, and told them I wanted to 
stop payment on my check. 

Senator Hory. So that your check was not cashed ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And when you received the letter—or did you re- 
ceive one / 

Mr. Harvey. I received a letter; yes, sir. It was written Saturday 
but I didn’t get it until I got back at the end of 2 weeks. 

Senator Hory. The letter was thanking you for the donation / 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Did it say anything else in connection with it? 

Mr. Harvey. I don’t remember. I gave one of the men that letter. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any further connection with the mat- 
ter at all? 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. I haven’t seen anyone. 

Senator Hory. I will read you this letter and see if this coincides 
with your recollection of the type of letter you received: 

(The letter that follows was marked “Exhibit No. 24":) 


Exutnir No, 24 
Mr. E. G. Harvey, 
Harvey Motor Co., Liberty, Miss. 

Dear Mr. Harvey: We have been advised by our mutual good friend, J. H. 
Wilkinson, that you are willing to cooperate with us in the effort to rebuild and 
rejuvenate the Democratic Party in Mississippi, and we are grateful for the work 
and help you have already done. We trust that you will give us all information 
and proper advice with reference to all matters of political importance in your 
section of the State. We will be calling on you from time to time for suggestions, 
counsel, and advice in connection with all matters there. 

With deepest appreciation and complete loyalty to the National Democratic 
Party, we are 

Faithfully and sincerely, 
Mississtpp1 DeMocrATIC COMMITTEE. 


By LA VERNE YELVERTON. 

Is that the type of letter you received / 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have you any questions, Senator McClellan? 

Senator McCietian. Mr. Harvey, just what was the attraction in 
this proposition to you? Were you very much enthused about the 
rejuvenating of the Democratic Party in Mississippi or were you in- 
terested in something else ? 

Mr. Harvey. I was interested in something else. 

Senator McCietian. Let us have it. 

Mr. Harvey. Mr. Hurst was a great old friend of mine that I had 
come along, which Mr. Brashier assured me would be all right. Three 
hundred dollars for a stenographer was a pretty good salary. 
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Senator McCierran. You were thinking in terms of being able to 
give your friends jobs at attractive salaries / 

Mr. Harvey. That is correct. 

Senator McCietitan. Of course, you expected to get your $300 
back ? 

Mr. Harvey. I hadn’t thought about that. 

Senator McCLettan. You were advised you could get it back any 
way you wanted to? 

Mr. Harvey. That is correct. 

Senator McCietian. There wasn’t anybody particularly concerned 
about this so-called price-control program. You were not particularly 
interested in that, except to get jobs for different people ? 

Mr. Harvey. I was just thinking of some of my friends. 

Senator McCiettan. You were just thinking of some of your 
friends? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. This Form 57 that you spoke of was a form, 
as I understand from you, was one for you to fill out so that you could 
be appointed supervisor, is that correct ? 

Mr. Harvey. That is the way I understood it. 

Senator McCiettan. That is the way you understood it, but you 
never received the form. Were you interested in the matter when 
it developed that the salaries of those four or five people were not going 
to be as great as they had represented them to be / 

Mr. Harvey. That is when I got a suspicion that the thing wasn’t 
right. 

Senator McCiettan. But you had no suspicion it was not right 
before then / 

Mr. Harvey. I hadn't given it a thought, sir. I was very busy 
when he came—when we came up here. 

Senator McCie..ian. The fact that they were selling you the job did 
not arouse your suspicion / 

Mr. Harvey. It didn’t enter my mind. I thought it was the way 
it was supposed to be done. I didn’t know. 

Senator McCietian. You didn’t know but what that was the way 
the Government operated. But you do admit that you had no par- 
tircular interest in trying to rejuvenate the Democratic Party? 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. 

Senator McCuietian. You had no interest in that. You wouldn’t 
pay $300 just for that alone, would you ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. Not for any party. 

Senator McCie.tian. Not any party? 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. Democratic or any other? 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. At the time that Mr. Wilkins went to see you with 
Mr. Brashier had you known Mr. Wilkins for some time ? 

Mr. Harvey. T. D. Wilkins? Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You had ? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Had you known Mr. Brashier for some time? 

Mr. Harvey. The first I ever saw him. 
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Senator Munpr. He wasa complete stranger to you? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. What did Mr. Wilkins tell you about Mr. Brashier 
when he introduced him ? 

Mr. Harvey. He just introduced me to him and told me his business. 

Senator Munpr. What did he say his business was ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. He was, I think, chairman of the Democratic Party 
and he lived at Brookhaven. 

Senator Munpr. Chairman of the Democratic Party County or 
State ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. He said he lived at Brookhaven, Miss. 

Senator Munpr. What? 

Mr. Harvey. He said he lived at Brookhaven, Miss. 

Senator Munpr. He introduced Mr. Brashier as chairman of the 
Democratic Party at Brookhaven ? 

Mr. Harvey. That isthe way I understood it. 

Senator Munpr. And then Mr. Brashier started talking to you about 
making you the kingfish of your OPS office? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. And told you that he had the power to appoint 
you? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. But that in order for him to exercise that power 
you would have to give him a check for $300 ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. That is correct, before I left. 

Senator Munpr. You gave the $300 to him right then and there at 
that same interview ? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And he took it with him ? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munor. He told you to come up to Jackson the following 
Saturday. You came up to Jackson the following Saturday and went 
into his office and that you learned there that the jobs which you were 
to dispense did not have quite the salary that you thought they were 
going to have? 

Mr. Harvey. Quite a difference. 

Senator Munpr. I think you said also that at this interview, while 
Mr. Wilkins was present, that Mr. Brashier said to you, “Captain, 
you can get your money back any way you want to”? 

Mr. Harvey. That is the way I understood it. 

Senator Munpr. You understood that he rather expected you, I 
suppose, to get a little back from each of the people that you recom- 
mended ? 

Mr. Harvey. That was the impression that I got. 

Senator Munpr. That was the impression that you got ? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. What was it that caused you to cancel your check 
after you got home? You did not cancel it when Mr. Wilkins did. At 
lunch he said you were a couple of chumps and he went back and got 
his check and tore it up, but when you got home did you conclude you 
were a chump? 

Mr. Harvey. I will put it this way. I happen to sit in in lots of 
meetings and this was supposed to be a meeting. We were 30 or 40 
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men in, I don’t know—he called it an office or a waiting room. It 
looked to me like a barn. 

Senator Munpr. A barn? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. They were calling us in one at a time in that 
inner sanctum. It just didn’t look right. 

Senator Munpr. [t just didn’t look right. Why didn’t you go back 
with Mr. Wilkins? 

Mr. Harvey. I wanted to see this P-47. I believe that was the 
form. 

Senator Munpr. You were going to start out buying Government 
forms, $300 was what you were going to pay, and there isn’t enough 
money in Mississippi to do that. 

Mr. Harvey. Well, I knew that was what I was going to get in that 
letter. 

Mr. Fianacan. Mr. Harvey, here is one of those Form P-47. You 
can look at it for nothing. 

Senator Munopr. I was asking you, Mr. Harvey, what was it that 
induced you to change your mind after you got home? You still had 
not seen the form? 

Mr. Harvey. I had changed it before I left Jackson, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You changed it right away? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. On your way home you changed your mind? 

Mr. Harvey. No, sir; I changed before I left. 

Senator Munpr. You did not go back to get your check ? 

Mr. Harvey. I knew I wouldn’t get this form, this letter that I was 
going to get, if I stopped my check, if I went and got my check. 

Senator Munpr. You had decided before you left Jackson? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. That you were going to cancel your check when 
you got home? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes, and I went to my bank on Sunday and got them 
to stop it. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Mr. Franacan. When you were in the inside room in the Demo- 
cratic committee offices who carried on the conversation ? 

Mr. Harvey. Mr. Wilkins and Mr. Brashier. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Was Mr. Rogers there? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did he say? What was the substance of the 
conversation ¢ 

Mr. Harvey. Mr. Brashier did most of the talking. 

Mr. Franacan. What did he say? 

Mr. Harvey. The substance was that the salaries he had been mis- 
informed on, that they wouldn’t be as high salaries, they would be 
somewhat less. 

Mr. Fianacan. He has misinformed you on the OPS salaries? 

Mr. Harvey. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Rogers say anything about OPS? 

Mr. Harvey. I don’t think so. I looked at Mr. Rogers, but Mr. 
Brashier was the only one that did any talking. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He was the one that did any talking? 

Mr. Harvey. That is right. 

Mr. Franacan. That is all. 
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Senator Hory. Stand aside. Mr. Brasfield, will you come forward ? 
Hold up your right hand. 

You solemnly swear that the testimony which you give in this hear- 
ing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing ‘but the truth, so 
help. you God? 

Mr. BrasFietp. I do. 

Senator Hory. Have a seat. 


TESTIMONY OF PHILIP H. BRASFIELD, WOODVILLE, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Give the reporter your name, address, and occupa- 
tion. 

Mr. Brasrretp. Philip H. Brasfield, Woodville, Miss.; vice presi- 
dent and cashier of the Commercial Bank of the town of Woodville. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Brasfield, do you recall a visit at your office in 
the bank by Mr. Wilkins? 

Mr. Brasrievp. Yes, sir, Mr. Tom Wilkins. 

Senator Hory. And Mr. Brashier? 

Mr. Brasrrevp. Yes, sir, on February the 8th. On February the 
8th Mr. Tom Wilkins came to the bank about 5 o'clock in the evening 
and introduced me to Mr. Roy Brashier, of Brookhaven. 

Senator Hory. What conversation did you have with him? 

Mr. Brasrretp. He told me that he had walked over with Brashier 
as a matter of courtesy to Brashier to introduce him to somebody in 
Wilkinson County and I happened to be the only one be knew, so he 
brought him over to see me. 

He told me that he didn’t know much about Brashier’s business, 
but that Brashier could explain to me what he wanted. So Brashier 
told me that he represented the Mississippi Democratic Committee 
and that the committee had gotten word from Washington to set up 
offices of price and wage control in all counties of the State within 
about 10 days and it was his job to get chairman for about 16 coun- 
ties in south Mississippi, and that he was out looking for chairman for 
these various counties. 

About that time Mr. Wilkins says, “Mr. Brashier, I don’t believe 
that oflices are being set up in these counties; I haven't seen anything 
in the paper about it.” and I said, “Well, neither have I.” Brashier 
said that was all settled when the OPS law was passed, that was 
written into the law. 

I said, “This Democratic committee that you represent, is that the 
one headed by Mr. Hood?” He said, “Yes, it is.” So he said that 
what he wanted me to do was to recommend someone for the job 
as one of the chairmen and T asked him what the job amounted to, 
what the duties were? Tle said the county chairman had no physical 
duties, so to speak; that he was the nominal head of the county organ- 
ization; that it would be his duty to appoint a supervisor and that 
the county chi lirman’s job did not have any salary attached to it, but 
the supervisor's job would pay from 48 to 56 hundred dollars a year 
and that the office would employ approximately 10 to 15 people, 
depending upon the size of the county. 

I said, “Where will the office be put in Wilkinson County, will it 
be put in Woodville?” 

We have two towns in the county, and Woodville is the county seat. 
He said, “Yes.” And he said, “Do you have office space available?” 
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I said, “Offhand, I don’t know where there is an office available, but,” 
I said, “I am sure we can locate one here.” 

So I told him, I said, “Well, that seems to me to be a very respon- 
sible position, and that a man in charge of the price controls and 
wage controls would be a pretty power rful man in the county.” I 
said, “During the last war,” I said, “I was placed in a position on two 
or three occasions to recommend people for various jobs that were set 
up due to the war and the war effort, and,” I said, “frankly, I made 
a few mistakes.” I said, “I won’t attempt to recommend anybody 

right off the bat, so to speak, without giving considerable thought 
to it.” 

He said, “Well, we are in an awful big ae 

Oh, by the way, he said that : “Whoever is selected as county chair- 
man will have to pay $300 in advance, by check, payable to the Missis- 
sippi Democratic Committee, before he can get the appointment.” 

Senator Hory. Did he say for what purpose that contribution was 
to be made? 

Mr. Brasrieip. No, sir, he did not. He said it was for the Missis- 
sippi Democratic Committee. 

And I said, “Well, that seems to me to be a very unusual procedure.” 
He says, “No,” he says, “it is not.” He says, “As a matter of fact, 
that is the way the postmasters have been getting jobs for years and 
years.” And I said, “Well, I have heard of such things, but I never 
would believe them.” He said, “Well, just to show you that it is all 
on the up and up, here is a check for $300 that I jus st got in and 
adjoining county.” And he showed me a check for $300 payable to 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee. The check was written by 
Mr. Earl G. Harvey in Liberty, drawn on the Liberty Branch Office 
of the Amite County Bank. 

So T told him, I said, “Well, I would not recommend anybody right 
now.” So this afternoon he said, “Well, I have got several more 
counties to go to between now and Saturday.” He said, “We are hav- 
ing a meeting of all the chairmen in Jackson on Saturday morning.” 

I assumed there would be an organization meeting of some kind for 
82 counties, and he said, “We want all of these chairmen to be in 
Jackson by 11 o'clock on Saturday morning.” 

That was on Thursday evening about 6 o'clock. IT said, “You have 
a pretty big job on your hands. * Wilkins came in at the same time 
and said, “Roy, I don’t see how in the world vou can get a chairman 
for some sixteen-odd counties between now and Saturday.” He said, 
“Well, I already have four or five, and I am going to Lowndes County. 
tonight, and I think I can get one for Lowndes County.” 

So I said, “Well, I will tell you, I have a friend who knows more 
about polities than I do. Suppose I call him up and ask him to come 
up to the bank, and we will discuss this together.” And I did, I 
called my friend, and he was busy at home, and had guests, and could 
not come up, but he said, “If my guests leave I will come up there. 
but if you leave before I get there,” he says, “call me, and I will come 
by vour home.” So he did later on. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, did you go to Jackson? 

Mr. Brasrtetp. Oh, no; T had no intention of going to Jackson. 
was not even invited to Jackson. 

Senator Hory. Did you send anybody to go to Jackson? 
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Mr. Brasrretp. No, sir. I told Brashier that I would try to think 
of someone that I could recommend for a job of that kind. I would 
think it over, and if I could get one that I thought would be suitable 
I would have him come up to Jackson on Saturday morning. So he 
said, “That will be fine. Tell him to look me up.” I said, “Where 
will he find you?” He said, “I will probably be in the lobby of the 
Walthall Hotel.” csi 

So when I left the bank I went home, and my wife was waiting in 
front in the car, and I jumped in the ear, and I wheeled out, and she 
said, “What is the matter?” I said, “I had my props knocked out 
from under me. This is a most unusual thing, the most unusual thin 
I ever heard of.” Going on, I said, “Don’t ask me to tell you a 
about it, because I have a friend, an attorney, coming by, and I want 
to explain it all to him.” 

So when I got home I called Mr. Brammitt, who is a personal friend 
and attorne 
Senator Munpr. Is that the same man you called from the bank? 

Mr. Brasrietp. Yes, sir. He did not get to the bank. So he came 
up, and I told the story to he and my wife, and when I got through he 
said, “Well, Bras, I don’t. believe it.” I said, “Well, do you think 
I could sit here in my own home and make up such a thing as this?” 
He said, “Of course. I was kidding,” but he said, “It sounds most 
incredible.” I said it did to me, too, and that is why I wanted to get 
his ideas about this thing. I said, “I would like to find out what is 
going on.” 

So we talked it over pro and con a few minutes, and he said, “Well,” 
he said, “I will tell you what,” he said, “Don’t you even think about 
recommending anybody, but we will get as much information as we 
can and find out just what is going on.” 

Well, of course, I was not going to recommend any of my friends 
to put up $300 for a job that didn’t pay anything anyhow, or any 
other kind of a job of this nature. But we did go along, and that night 
I called a friend of mine in Brookhaven to find out something about 
Mr. Brashier. That was his home, and this friend of mine, who had 
been living there for 25 years or more, told me he didn’t know him. 

So then I called a friend of mine in McComb who was more or less 
familiar with the political activities, and I asked him if he knew 
anything about these jobs being set up around the country, and he 
says, “No.” And I told him what, in a few words, had transpired, 
and he said, “Well, I will try to find out something, and if there is 
any truth to the fact that jobs are being set up, I think I can find out 
by tomorrow morning, and I will call you.” 

The next morning he called me long distance from MeComb and 
told me he had made inquiries, but he could not find out anything was 
going on. 

So that was on a Friday and the big meeting in Jackson was sup- 
posed to take place on Saturday morning at 11 o’clock, I think. So 
I called my friend, Mr. Wilkins, at McComb, and asked him if he 
was going to Jackson, and he said yes. 

Well, I said, “I would like for you to find out what is going on, 
and what this is all about, and call me back.” He says, “I certainly 
will.” a 

So he did not call me back that Saturday night. He told me he 
would call me if he got back in time to Jackson. I called him at his 
home that night. He had come into McComb and had gone out. 











ik 
ld 
le 
ne 
re 
ne 
in 
he 
ut 


nt 
ad 


ne 
he 


_— 
9 

ut 
we 


ds 


ny 
rht 


put 
ad 


ess 
ew 
he 


te 
yut 


nd 


vas 
1p- 

he 
on, 


nly 


his 





ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE Isl 


So Sunday morning he called me about 8: 15, and told me that he 
had ben up here, and that he would not advise me to have anything to 
do with it, it looked like a big racket to him, and they had a room in 
the Century Building, and it seemed like a secret meeting of some 
secret organization, where you go in one at a time, and he was sorry 
he ever came to see me. 

So I told him that T had not figured on having much to do with it 
anyhow, but I wanted to know w shat. was going on. He said, “Well, 
you just take my word for it and don’t do anything about it at all.” 

Senator Hory. And you had nothing further to do with it? 

Mr. Brasrretp. I did not. A few minutes after that Mr. Brashier 
called me from Brookhaven, and asked me if I had gotten a chairman, 
and I told him, “No, I have not.” He said, “If you get one, send 
him on up to Jackson. He can go by himself, and he can report to 
room 210, Century Building, to Mr. Rogers, and take a check along 
and he will get his letter.” 

I assumed he meant a letter of appointment. That is what we had 

talked about. And he would be given a Form 57 with which to recom- 
mend the superintendent for his « county, the supervisor, he called him, 
who would have charge of the office. 

Senator Hory. Well, after that you did nothing further about it? 

Mr. Brasrrevp. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. You may stand aside. 

Mr. Brasrietp. Am | at liberty to leave ? 

Senator Hory. You may be excused, and the two other witnesses 
who were examined may be excused, if they want to. 

Mr. A. F. Pylant, will you come forward, please. Raise your right 
hand. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give in this case will 


be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ? 


Mr. Pytant. I do. 
TESTIMONY OF ASTOR FILMORE PYLANT, PURVIS, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Will you give the reporter your name, your address, 
and your occupation, please ? 

Mr. Pyxant. Astor Filmore Pylant, Purvis, Miss. I am a lumber 
broker. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Pylant, did you have any conversation with 
anybody with reference to an appointment in your county having to 
do with the Office of Price Stabilization ? ? 

Mr. Pynant. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Hory. Who did you talk to? 

Mr. Pyzant. Mr. and Mrs. Brashier called on me sometime in Feb- 
ruary, the early part of February, I don’t know just date it was. 
Senator Hory. All right. What was the conversation that you 
had ¢ 

Mr. Pytant. Well, I had known Mr. Brashier, and known of him 
several yer ago. I ‘believe he was in business up at Pachuta, I think 
it was, 7 years s back, and when he came in he spoke, and I asked him 
what he was doing, and he said, “Well,” and I figured he wanted to 

talk with me about : 
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Senator Hory. Just come to the point and tell us what he said to you 
about a job and a contribution. 

Mr. Pyxiant. Well, he said he was soliciting, that is what he first 
told me, he was soliciting donations fer the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee, and he said that there were prospects of setting up an 
OPS office, and if it came to it, of course, in the near future, it looked 
as though he was looking for a chairman, or somebody to become a 
chairman for that county. 

Senator Horry. Did he offer you the job? 

Mr. Pyzant. He did, and I told him that I could not take it, be- 
cause I just had more than I could do. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you whether or not you would have to 
make a contribution ? 

Mr. Pyxant. He said that they were usually making a contribu- 
tion, and I told him that I doubted seriously that setting up a com- 
mittee in each county would help, because during the last war it was 
handled in districts, and I figured if it came it would be about the 
same set-up this time. 

I told him, however, that I would give him a donation, but that 
I did not have the time to serve as the chairman, or to hold any job, 
because I didn’t want any job. 

Senator Hory. Well, what were you going to give the donation for ¢ 

Mr. Pytant. He said for the rebuilding of the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Association, and try to get the two factions together, and try 
to get straightened out where we could at least be seated in 
Washington. 

Senator Horry. All right. Did you make a contribution ? 

Mr. Pytant. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Hory. Of how much? 

Mr. Pytant. Five hundred dollars. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember when you made it? 

Mr. Pytanrt. It was about February 12, 13, or 14, somewhere along 
in there. 

Senator Hory. 1951? 

Mr. Pyztant. Yes, sir; 1951. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, after you made the contribution, 
did you make a recommendation for somebody to be supervisor for 
that county ? 

Mr. Pynant. I did. And 3 or 4 days later I got a letter from the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee, thanking me for the contribution, 
and telling me that they appreciated it, and a Form 57 was in this 
letter. I was standing in the lobby of the post office when I opened 
the letter and there was a young fellow who had been after me several 
times for a job, and I opened it and looked at it, and I said, “By the 
way, there might be such a thing as an OPS office opened there,” and 
I figured he might be qualified to hold it. 

I said, “You can make an application.” He said, “Well, would you 
recommend me?” I said, “Yes, I will. I will sign a recommenda- 
tion.” 

So he went ahead and typed it, I read it, and I signed the recom- 
mendation. 

Senator Hory. And was that Clarence Louis Wood ? 

Mr. Pyzant. Yes. 
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Senator Hory. You recommended him as supervisor for Lamar 
County ? 

Mr. Pytant. That is correct. 

Senator Hory. Was any appointment after that ever made! 

Mr. Pytant. No, sir; not to my knowledge. I haven’t contacted 
any member of the committee since I talked to Mr. Brashier that day. 

Senator Horry. You just pave e them $400? 

Mr. Pytant. Yes, sir. I did not intend to make such a large con- 
tribution, when I told him that I would give him a contribution, but 
I was not interested in any job, and did not have time to interview 
anybody who wanted the job. 

Senator Hory. How did you happen to give him the $400? 

Mr. Pytant. Well, he told me that the other people in the surround: 
ing counties had given him $400, and he was trying to call on one or 
more persons in a county and get from $300 to $500, is what he told me. 

Senator Hory. Did he tell you anything about the power or the 
authority you would have to recommend these people for office, and 
so on? 

Mr. Pyxanr. He said that a chairman would have the authority, 
but I was not interested in any chairman’s job, or nothing else. 

Senator Hory. Did he say anything to you about whether or not 
he could get his money back from other people he appointed / 

Mr. Pyzant. No, sir; he did not. 

Senator Horr. You gave the $400 check ? 

Mr. Pynant. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And you made the recommendation for the young 
man ¢ 

Mr. Pytant. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And he filled out the Form 57? 

Mr. Pytanr. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And no appointment has been mace ? 

Mr. Pytant. To my knowledge there has not. I have not been in 
touch with him. 

Senator Munpr. I have one question I want to ask. I want to read 
you a letter and then ask you a question about it. 

Mr. Pyxanr. All right. 

Senator Munpr. This is a letter dated November 7, 1949, signed 
by Clarence E, Hood, Jr., on the stationery of the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee, and on which letterhead appears the name of Clar- 
ence E. Hood, Jr., national committeeman, Meridian, Miss. The let- 
ter is addressed to Hon. Donald S. Dawson, Administrative Assistant 
to the President, The White House, Washington, D. C. 

(The letter referred to above was. marked “Exhibit No. 25” and 
follows:) 


ExHIpsir No, 25 


DeEAR MR. Dawson: With reference to our conversation on our recent trip to 
Washington concerning placing by recess appointments for postmasters those 
whom we recommended by the Senate refused to confirm. 

Please at this time have Mr. John M. Allred installed by recess appointment 
as postmaster at Collins, Miss., vice Mr. Vivian O. Campbell who is now serving 
as acting postmaster. 

Please also have Mr. James Q. Pylant, whom we have recommended, installed 
by recess appointment as postmaster at Purvis, Miss., vice Mr. Temple G. 
Broadus, acting postmaster. 
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There is much concern about this matter and it is urgent that it be done at the 

earliest possible date. 
Sincerely yours, 
CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr. 

Senator Munpr. Are you the Mr. James Q. Pylant referred to in 
that letter? 

Mr. Pyxant. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Is that Mr. Pylant related to you? 

Mr. Pytanr. He is a cousin of mine. 

Senator Munopr. Did he secure the job through your recommenda- 
tion and with your assistance? 

Mr. Pyiant. Not through mine. I have never made any recom- 
mendation at all, except the one that I signed for this young man 
down there, and I told him I didn’t know whether there would be 
anything to it or not, but it would not hurt to make an application. 

Senator Munpr. You know nothing about the process by which 
Mr. James Q. Pylant obtained that recommendation ? 

Mr. Pytant. I do not. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Senator Hory. The material relating to the recommendation of Mr, 
Wood for the position of supervisor with the OPS by Mr. Pylant may 
be made a part of the record. 

(The material referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 26” and 
may be found in the appendix facing p. 582.) 

Senator Hory. You may stand aside. 

Mr. Brashier, will you come forward, please. Please raise your 
right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you will give in 
this case will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Brasuter. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROY FRANKLIN BRASHIER, BROOKHAVEN, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Give your name, your address, and your occupation 
to the court reporter. 

Mr. Brasuter. Roy Franklin Brashier, Brookhaven, Miss., real- 
estate business. 

Senator Hory. Will you identify your attorney who sits by you? 

Mr. Brasutier. Mr. Ed Franklin. 

Senator Hory. Give us his address. 

Mr. Brasuter. Jackson, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Is he an attorney at law? 

Mr. Brasuier. He is an attorney at law; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And he is your attorney in this matter? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What position do you hold in the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Well, I went to work for them some time in the Ist 
of February. 

Senator Hory. 1951? 

Mr. Brasutier. 1951; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What was your employment? 

Mr. Brasuter. Well, I did not have an appointment. I just talked 
to Mr. Rogers, and he hired me at $100 a week and expenses. 
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Senator Hory. $100 a week and expenses ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What were you to do? 

Mr. Brasuter. I was setting up the Democratic Party, trying to set 
it up in each county in the State that I went in. 

Senator Hory. For what purpose? 

Mr. Brasuter. For the Democratic Party, just setting up each 
county. 

Senator Hory. Well, what were you to do in connection with setting 
up the party organization ? 

Mr. Brasuier. What was what? 

Senator Hory. What were you to do with reference to setting it 
up? What inducement did you have to offer to the people whom you 
contacted to make contributions ? 

Mr. Brasnirer. Just building up the county. It was all torn up. 
They called me in, just to help build the party up. I went around 
to try to get the best man in each county to set up a committeeman 
in each ¢ ounty, organizing the Democratic Party. 

Senator Hory. You say that the contract with Mr. Rogers was that 
you would receive $100 a week and expenses ¢ 

Mr. Brasuter. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Was an advance payment made to you of about 
$2,000 ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. What was that for? 

Mr. Brasurer. I told Mr. Rogers I was in the real-estate busi- 
ness down here, and I had some houses building, and I had some 
things I had to take care of, and I had to have advances, some advance 
money. 

Senator Hory. In connection with your employment where you 
were going around organizing the party, were you authorized by Mr. 
Rogers, or "anybody from the State ¢ ‘committee, to select these managers 
and county chairman, and to authorize them to name the OPS—— 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Senator Hory (continuing). Officials ? 

Mr. Brasuier. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Well, when you visited these men in the counties and 
made a proposition, what did you tell them you wanted them to do? 

Mr. Brasuter. I told them I was setting up committeemen for each 
county, and there wasn’t any pay in it at all, and they would get a 
letter, and anything that come up in that county, that they would 
be referred to either by telephone, or writing them, or wiring them, 
or something, from the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

It did not have : anything to do with the OPS or the ESA, or what- 
ever you call the other, 1 don’t remember what they call it, it was 
in the paper, you see, some of them mentioned that Z contacted them 
on that, fut so far as me telling about the OPS, it never was men- 


tioned. Imean, they would mention it to me. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, when they mentioned it to you, you 
told them they were going to be the chairman for that county ? 

Mr. Brasnier. Yes; if it come up, if it was set up, naturally they 
would be referred to by letter, or something, if they set it up. 

Senator Hory. Let's take it a step at a time. You told them they 
would be chairmen of the counties? 
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Mr. Brasuter. They would be committeemen building up the Demo- 
cratic Party in each county in the State. 

Senator Hory. And you told them you wanted a contribution of 
how much ¢ 

Mr. Brasurer. I did not tell them how much. Anything they 
wanted to give, why, I would take it in. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell Mr. Wilkins that you wanted $3800 
or $400? 

Mr. Brasuter. Well, it is going to take me about 10 minutes to—— 

Senator Hory. I don’t want you to take 10 minutes, I just want to 
know whether you told him that. 

Mr. Brasnier. Did I tell him what? 

Senator Hory. Did you tell him you wanted a contribution from 
him to be chairman of that county of $300 or $400? 

Mr. Brasuter. I told him I would make him the chairman, if he 
wanted it. I knew he was retired. He was able to give a donation. 

Senator Horry. All right. Did you suggest to him $300 or $400? 

Mr. Brasimer. Anything he wanted to give. I did not suggest 
anything. Anything he wanted to give. 

Senator Hory. I will ask you if you did not name the sum of $300 
or $400, one or the other ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Well, I might have. I told him what has been 
given. I don’t remember. 

Senator Hory. I don’t want you to say you might have. Did you, 
or did you not? 

Mr. Brasurer. Well, I would say—— 

Senator Hory. Do you know whether you told him that or not? 

Mr. Brasurer. I would say that I said it ; yes. 

Senator Hory. Allright. You said that, did you? 

Mr. Brasurer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, Mr. Harvey, did you tell him ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Mr. Wilkins told him. Wilkins went over there 
with me. 

Senator Hory. All right. You got Mr. Wilkins to go over with 
you, 

Mr. Brasuter. I asked him to go. He used to work for him. He 
worked for him several years. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Wilkins was present, and you were present when 
he told Mr. Harvey ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you heard him say that he would have charge 
of making recommendations for the appointment to all of these offices 
in that county ? 

Mr. Brasuirr. They was talking to themselves, they mentioned 
that they saw it in the papers, Mr. Wilkins and Mr. Harvey, both. 

Senator Hory. I will ask you if you did not tell both that he 
would have charge of making the recommendations and appointments 
of these people ? 

Mr. Brasurer. The chairman of the community, the committee- 
man, sure. 

Senator Hory. You were going to have them appointed by the 
committee, and when they became chairman, after paying this money, 
then they were going to have charge of the people filling these offices? 

Mr. Brasurer. What office? 

Senator Hory. Any office. 
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Mr. Brasurer. Whatever came up from the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee, they would be referred to by telephone or writing them. 

Senator Hory. I will ask, then, if you did not name specifically 
the Office of Price Stabilization ? 

Mr. Brasuier. They mentioned it. I told them I didn’t know any- 
think about it, that was not my job. I was building up the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

Senator Hory. I am asking you if you did not tell them that the 
salary for a supervisor was from $4,800 to $5,600 / 

Mr. Brasurer. No, sir; I was not set up 

Senator Hory. You deny mentioning any salary at all? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. * 

Senator Hory. I will ask you if you did not tell them there would 
be 10 to 15 employees to appoint ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And that they could appoint them all? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Didn’t you also tell them they could get their money 
back from the people they appointed ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir; I never dreamed of that. 

Senator Hory. You told them they were not going to receive any 
salary / 

Mr. Brasuier. That is what I told them, I told them they would 
get a letter. 

Senator Hory. You went in and talked to the banker, Mr. Bras- 
field. I will ask you if you did not tell him? 

Mr. Brasuter. I wanted to explain to you, but you would not let 
me. I would like to tell you about it, and tell you the truth about it. 

Senator Hory. All right, but please make it short. 

Mr. Brasuter. All right, I will make it short. Mr. Wilkins, I went 
down to see him at McComb, and I said that to him, and he said, “I am 
retired.” He says, “I don’t know whether I want to fool with it or 
not.” He said, “How much time will it take?” I told him I did not 
know. He asked me what his job would be, and I told him he would 
have to write letters, get letters or telephone calls. I didn’t know 
what it would be. He would get a letter. 

So this was on Wednesday or Thursday, or something like that, 
and we met in Jackson, Miss., at the hotel, at the Walthall Hotel, 
some three or four of them, see, and we went on up to the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee office, and I carried them in one at a time. I 
don’t know whether Harvey was first, or Wilkins, or who. Anyhow, 
we went in there, and they made the donations themselves. 

I had Mr. Harvey’s check, he gave it to me over at his place, but I 
gave it back to him when he went in there. and I told him, I says, 
“You just hand your check in as you go in.” He says all right. 

Mr. Wilkins, he started to write out his check, and he laid his pen 
down, and he said, “What is this money for?” He was talking to Mr. 
Goers and the lady in there, and Mr. Rogers went ahead to tell him 
how much the expense of the office was, and this and that, and he laid 
his pen down, and he said, “I am against every son of a bitch from 
Truman to constable, and every damn one of them ought to be in the 
penitentiary.” 

Then he picked his pen up and he finished the check out, and he 
wrote his check out for $300 and left. Then some hour or 30 minutes 
or something later, he came back by and picked it up. 
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About 3, 4, or 5 days after all this stuff had come in the paper about 
the investigation and everything, Mr. Wilkins called me from 
McComb, Miss., and says, “Roy, “this is Tom,” he says, “I am in 
McComb,” he says, “and if you want to get out of that mess, you 
come down here. I have got the FBI out of Washington, he wants 
to see you. Heisa nice fellow. You will like him.” 

And I told him, I says, “Tom,” I says, “You tell the son of a so 
and so if he wants to see me, I am in bed with arthritis and I will 
be here. Me and the FHA own about $200,000 worth of property 
in Brookhaven—they own most of it.” He says, “Well, you can’t 
come?” Isays, “No; Iam not coming.” 

I said a little more to him and, of course, if they had a record up 
in the room—on last Tuesday he was at a hotel and he called my 
wife, and I was out at town, and got back a little before 9, and she 
told me about it, and when I called the hotel he was not there. The 
lady said he just left. But he came on by the house. My wife, 
brother-in-law and his boy and him and myself were in the living 
room, and we sat there a few minutes and talked, and he says, “I want 
to see you.” 

We walked on outside on the porch over there. 

And he says, “About 4 or 5 weeks ago, when I called you,” he says, 
“that wasn’t no FBI there. That was Mr. Curlee.” I don’t know 
Curlee. I have heard of him but T don’t know anything about Mr. 
Curlee. And he said that is who he was, he wanted to see me. 

Senator Hory. Are you through with your éxplanation ? 

Mr. Brasnier. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What I wanted to ask you is this 

Mr. Brasuier. Wait. I am not quite through, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Get through. 

Mr. Brasuier. And he told me—this is on Tuesday—that he had 
not made any statement. I didn’t care what kind of a statement he 
made and I told him so. And he said that Mister what’s his name— 
I didn’t recall it—he said the other two fellows he was talking to 
was a Mr. Harvey and this banker—I had never seen one of them— 
he said, “They are going to fix you up.” 

Senator Hory. That is your statement? 

Mr. Brasuter. That is my statement; yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Let us come back to Mr. Harvey. 

Mr. Brasuter. All right. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell Mr. Harvey that if he was appointed 
chairman that he would have a right to make the appointments in 
that county for these OPS people? 

Mr. Brasnter. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. You did not tell him that? 

Mr. Brasuter. Unless it was set up. Of course, I didn’t tell him it 
was going to be set up. He would have the power to set up anything 
that the Democratic committee notified him about. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell him that he would have the power to 
make the repens, ‘of any people to any offices that were set up in 
that county ¢ 


Mr. Brasnter. Whatever they would write him up there. I couldn’t 
do it. a2 


Senator Horry. Did you tell him that he would have the right to 
make these appointments ? 
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Mr. Brasuter. Not from me. He would from the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. You said to him only that he would have a right— 
you told him that he would have a right, if he was chairman, to make 
the recommendation for the county jobs ¢ 

Mr. Brasuier. Any job for anything, office or anything. 

Senator Hory. When you went to see Mr. Brasfield at the bank did 
you tell him that if he was appointed chairman, or whoever was 
appointed chairman, would have a right to appoint these officials ? 

Mr. Brasuier. To anything that came up in that county, from 
anything. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Brashier, did you mention the salaries that were 
to be paid to these men ? 

Mr. Brasuter. I don’t know anything about salaries. 

Senator Hory. Did you suggest anything about salaries? 

Mr. Brasurer. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. Did you say anything about how many people were 
to be employed ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell him that you had 16 counties and you 
were delegated to go around and wanted him to be chairman in 
Wilkinson County ? 

Mr. Brasnter. No, sir. It seems to me Mr. Wilkins asked me how 
many counties I had been to and I said, “I don’t know, six or seven 
and there may be seven or eight more.” That is where they got the 16. 

Senator Horry. How many counties did you contact since the Ist 
of February ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Eighteen or twenty. 

Senator Hory. Ordinarily the amount you asked for was about 
$400, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Brasuier. Three or four hundred dollars, that is correct. I 
didn’t ask for it. 

Senator Hory. No; you did not ask for it, but you would get three 
or four hundred dollars ? 

Mr. Brasuier. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Just to refresh your recollection, I ask you if you 
did not contact B. B. Cary of Perry County and get $400 from him? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes. 

Senator Hory. E. C. Covington of Wayne County and get $400 
from him? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. R. N. O'Neal of George County and get $400 from 
him? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes. 

Senator Horry. C. D. Hancock of Harrison County and get $400 
from him ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. A. F. Pylant of Lamar County and get $400 from 
him? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. B. F. Love of River County and get $400 from him ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes. 

Senator Horry. Roscoe Moore of Greene County and get $400 from 
him? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 
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Obid Ladner of Stone County and get $400 from 


Yes, sir. 

Thomas Harial of Hancock County and get $400 
Yes, sir. 

H. L. Phares of Wilkinson County and get $300 
Yes, sir. 

E. C. Harvey of Amite County and get $300 from 


Yes, sir. 
Tom Wilkins of Pike County and get $300 from 
Yes, sir. 

J. Kenneth Riley 


of Lawrence County and get 


Well, yes. Mr. 
stand 
What did you say? You did not what ? 

I did not set that county up. I think Mr. 


I didn’t set up Wilkinson County. 





Wilkin- 


Well, $300 is right ? 

Yes. 

And Mr. Sims of Marion County, 
What is that? 

Mr. Sims of Marion County, $300? 
He came up here and the county had already been 
They already got a committeeman 


$300 ? 


down there and he picked up his check. 


Senator Hory. 


So he did not raise the $300 because the committee 
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Senator Hory. 
Senator McCLe.ian. 


on this? 
Mr. BrasuHier. 


Yes. 
Now, did you solicit anybody else on this proposi- 
get any money from anybody else except these I 


No, sir. I think that is all. 
That was your list? 

Yes, sir. I didn’t keep any list. 
How long did you work on it? 
Four or five weeks. 


How long did you work after this meeting in Jack- 


“™~™ 


I imagine about a week. 
That is all. 


How long did you say you worked altogether 


Four or five weeks. 


Senator McCietitan. When did your services begin, what date? 


Mr. 


BRASHITER. 


I really 


can’t tell you but it was shout around the 


ist of February or the last of January. 


Senator McCLeLLan. 


Mr. Brasuier. 


Senator McCLe.ian. 





About the 1st of February? 
Somewhere along in there; yes, sir. 
When did it terminate? 
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Mr. Brasnrer. About the 26th or 28th of February. I was just 
about a month there on that, or 5 weeks; about 5 weeks. 

Senator McCiettan. You worked just about a month ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. You were paid $2,000 in advance before you 
started / 

Mr. Brasuter. No; I wasn’t paid. I was advanced $2,000. I told 
Mr. Rogers that I had some obligations. 

Senator McCiettan. You were advanced $2,000 but. not paid 
$2,000 ¢ 

Mr. Brasuier. Just advanced. 

Senator McCiettan. How do you make the distinction? 

Mr. Brasurer. Well, it was in three or four different checks. 

Senator McCietian. It was in three or four different checks ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. All before you started / 

Mr. Brasuter. No. It seems like—I had started to work, yes, sir, 
I had started to work. 

Senator McC.Letitan. How much were you paid in addition to the 
$2,000 ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Well, I think it was around $2,500 instead of $2,000. 

Senator McCietian. Let’s see how much you got out of this deal. 
You know better than anyone else. How much to start with before you 
started working? 

Mr. Brasuter. What is that? 

Senator McCiettan. How much did you get before you started 
working ? 

Mr. Brasnrer. I don’t know whether I got $200 before I started 
to work or after, the same day I was talking to them. I just don’t 
know. 

Senator McCiet.an. Just tell us how much you got from the time 
you started. 

Mr. Brasuier. I got $200. I got a check for, it seems like, six and 
one for a thousand and maybe one for $400. 

Senator McCrieitnan. Maybe? 

Mr. Brasuier. You see, we haven’t had any settlement. I earned 
some money but I haven’t had a settlement with them. 

Senator McCiet.an. Let’s see how much money you got altogether. 
According to what you have just said that is $2,200. Any more? 

Mr. Brasnter. I wouldn't be positive on that either way; I just 
don’t know. We haven't had a settlement. 

Senator McCie..an. For 1 month’s work? 

Mr. Brasuier. Well, a hundred dollars a week was supposed to go 
to pay that twenty-five hundred or twenty-three. 

Senator McCrexvan. Did you get a hundred dollars a week in addi- 
tion to this amount ? 

Mr. Brasnier. No, sir. The hundred dollars a week was supposed 
to go against what he advanced me. 

Senator McCrenzan. The hundred dollars a week is included in 
this $2,200? 

Mr. Brasurer. Yes, sir. 

Senator McC.Letian. Were you to get a commission on the amount 
of applications you took in? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 
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Senator McCLetian. You were not to get any commission ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir . 

Senator McCreitian. According to your story you were not out 
undertaking to sell anyone an oflice but were simply undertaking 
to build up the Democratic Party ? 

Mr. Brasuier. That is right. 

Senator McCietitan. And to do that you were advising them that 
they would be chairman or supervisor of their country ¢ 

Mr. Brasuter. The committeeman of their county. 

Senator McCietian. You say you told them they would be the 
committeeman of their county ? 

Mr. Brasurer. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. Therefore, if any appointments came up, if 
anything came up involving—— 

Mr. Brasuier. Politics or anything. 

Senator McC exan. (continuing). That involved political ap- 
pointments, patronage, or anything like that, why, they would be 
contacted by this committee ? 

Mr. Brasuier. That is right. 

Senator McCreiian. And, therefore, would be given the oppor- 
tunity to recommend ? 

Mr. Brasuter. That is right. 

Senator McCietitan. Your contention is that you did not go to 
these men as they have testified and advise them that you wanted them 
to be supervisor of the OPS? 

Mr. Brasuter. That is right; I did not. 

Senator McCie.tian. Or of rationing, price control, wage control, 
wage stabilization; you had no conversation with them about that ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Oh, yes; it is in my statement that I made to the 
FBI, that some of them talked to me about it, that they saw it in the 
paper. I didn’t; no, sir. 

Senator McCietian. You say you did not bring that up and that 
that was not part of the consideration for paying $300. 

Mr. Brasurer. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.ian. You deny that? 

Mr. Brasnrer. Absolutely. 

Senator McCietian. You got it to build up the Democratic Party? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrietian. Who is the man who called everybody an 
;. o. b. from the President down ? 

Mr. Brasnter. T. B. Wilkins. 

Senator McCretian. You didn’t think he would be a good chair- 
man, did you? 

Mr. Brasuter. Mr. Rogers told him he would throw him out of 
the window that morning. He said, “Fellow, we don’t Ww ant anyone 
like you in our organization. You ought to be in Russia.” 

Senator McCienian. You still retained his check, didn’t you? 

Mr. Brasuter. Well, he came back in about 20 or 30 minutes and 
got his check. 

Senator McCietian. It wasn’t for the check that you wanted to 
throw him out? 

Mr. Brasutrer. Well, I don’t know. 

Senator McCieiian. There was a little bit more to it than building 
up the party ? 
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Mr. Brasuter. That is what the committee was doing—building up 
the party. 

Senator McCietxan. That is what you were employed for ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.ian. And you still maintain that you did not come 
in and represent to them that the purpose was to set up a county super- 
visor for a price control agency / 

Mr. Prasuter. No, sir. I didn’t hear anything about it. 

Senator McCretian. And, as I understand it, you did not have to 
solicit any funds. Each one of them voluntarily suggested they 
wanted to make a contribution / 

Mr. Brasnier. That is right. I just told them they could give what- 
ever they wanted to. 

Senator McCretian. Did you tell them first or did they suggest to 
you first that they wanted to make a contribution ? 

Mr. Brasuter. Some of them might have told me. 

Senator McCiecitan. I am sure they might have done anything. 
What did they do? 

Mr. Brasuier. They said, “What is customary?” I said, “Three to 
five hundred dollars, something like that.” 

Senator McCietian. You did not tell them that until they asked 
about how much they were to contribute ¢ 

Mr. Brasuirer. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. They volunteered and asked you how much 
they wanted to contribute / 

Mr. Brasuier. What is that? 

Senator McCietian. You went out to build up the party ? 

Mr. Brasuier. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. And get contributions? 

Mr. Brasuier. That is right. 

Senator McCietnaAn. And yet you say you went to these men and 
instead of you asking them for a contribution they went to you 4 

Mr. Brasuter. I went to the man that I thought was the best man 
in the county. 

Senator McCietitan. You went to the men that you thought would 
jump and make a contribution ? 

Mr. Brasuier. Well, a thousand dollars or three or four thousand 
dollars didn’t mean anything to them. 

Senator McCietian. I think you testified that you did not repre- 
sent to them that they could appoint the personnel of these offices that 
were set up / 

Mr. Brasnter. I said they could when it was set up. 

Senator McCietian. I am talking about this price control office 
and rationing wae ES 

Mr. Brasurer. I didn’t know anything about it, I really didn’t. 
They say they saw it in the paper. 

Senator McCietian. You did not represent that to them? 

Mr. Brastiter. No, sir. 

Senator McCietnan. And you did not tell any of them that the 
highest salary would be between 48 and 56 hundred dollars? 

Mr. Brasnier. I didn’t know anything about it. 

Senator McCietian. If you didn’t know anything about it what 
you are trying to say is that you did not do it. 

Mr. Brasuier. No, sir. 
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Senator McCiettan. And that what they testified about here is 
false; that is what you mean ? 

Mr. Brasnter. That is what I mean. 

Senator McCietian. All right; that is all. 

Senator Munpr. Let me pin that down on one particular case, Mr. 
Brashier, because this testimony is going to be taken up by the Depart- 
ment of Justice in Washington and it seems obvious that somebody 
is going to jail for perjury. I don’t want it to happen to you unless 
you deliberately lie to me. 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. You were in the room when a man by the name of 
Mr. Brasfield testified, were you not ? 

Mr. Brasuter. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Anyway, Mr. Brasfield testified. Not only Mr. 
Brasfield testified, but Mr. Wilkins testified that he heard the con- 
versation between you and Mr. Brasfield. 

Mr. Brasnier. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And both of them testified under oath, and I now 
ask you to respond under oath before a committee of the United 
States Senate, under the perjury laws of the Union, whether at any 
time in your conversation with this banker, Mr. Brasfield, you men- 
tioned to him the possibility that the chairman, whoever was to be 
selected in Wilkinson County, was to appoint the members of the 
rationing and price-control board ¢ 

Mr. Brasuier. What? 

Senator Munpr. If you choose now to deliberately say that they 
were perjuring themselves I want you to do it in the presence of your 
attorney, and knowingly and deliberately, knowing what the conse- 
quences are if you are lying to us. 

I want to find out from you, sir, whether or not at any time in your 
statement to Mr. Brasfield you mentioned to him the possibility that 
the chairman to be selected in Wilkinson County would be able to 
appoint the members of the rationing and OPS boards? 

Mr. Brasuier. No,no. They came back and told me about the OPS. 

Senator Munpr. I am asking you that specifically. I did not ask 
you about the OPS. 

Mr. Brasuier. I didn’t know anything about OPS. 

Senator Munpr. You never mentioned it? 

Mr. Brasuier. The only thing they said, that they had read it in 
the papers, every one of them that mentioned it to me at all. It wasn’t 
me mentioned it. 

Senator Munpr. Who mentioned it—Mr. Brasfield ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Wilkins did and this man here talked there about 
the OPS. 

Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Brasfield mention that to you ? 

Mr. Brasuter. They talked about it in there. 

Senator Munpr. Did you tell them that the position of supervisor 
of OPS was to be between $4,800 and $5,200 ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. I didn’t know anything about that. 

Senator Munpr. Did you tell Mr. Wilkins that? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you hear Mr. Wilkins say that to Mr. Bras- 
field ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. I didn’t even hear it mentioned. 








908 ASTRA A. ASTRA get oie. ................. 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 295 


Senator Munpr. That was never mentioned ? 

Mr. Brasutrer. I never heard it mentioned. 

Senator Munpr. The mayor of that community and the president 
and cashier testified to that a few moments ago; it is your contention 
that they were lying to this committee of the U nited States Senate: is 
that right ? 

Mr. Brasuter. I heard him mention it but I never said it at all. 

Senator Munpr. It is your testimony that he lied / 

Mr. Brasurer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you want to change it? 

Mr. Brasuier. I don’t want to change it; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. He also testified that you told him that there were 
8 to 10 positions involved in the OPS that the chairman of Wilkinson 
County would be able to appoint. You heard him give that testi- 
mony ¢ 

Mr. Brasuter. Eight or ten or twelve or fifteen. 

Senator Munpr. Twelve or fifteen. You heard him give that testi- 
mony ? 

Mr. Brasuter. I heard him give that testimony. 

Senator Munpt. You deny that you said anything like that ? 

Mr. Brasuier. I deny that I said anything like that. 

Senator Munpr. It is your testimony that the mayor of that com- 
munity was lying and perjuring himself in that testimony when he 
testified to that / 

Mr. Brasnier. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. He testified that he discussed with you the loca- 
tion of the OPS office. 

Mr. Brasuier. I never did. 

Senator Munpr. And you told him that it would be located in that 
community provided there was available the office space. Do you 
deny that you made that statement ? 

Mr. Brasuter. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. You deny it in the face of the statement of the 
banker and Mr. Wilkins, Mr. Brasfield and Mr. Wilkins both testified 
to that ¢ 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. You deny it? 

Mr. Brasuier. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. This is an interesting case for the Department of 
Justice. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Brashier, from whom did you get your instrue- 
tions from the Mississippi Democratic Committee to go about the State 
building up this political organization / 

Mr. Brastrer. Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. Furanacan. Did you receive instructions from anyone else other 
than Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. And what were Mr. Rogers’ instructions ¢ 

Mr. Brasnier. To set up the Democratic Party in Mississippi in 
each county, to try to rebuild the Democratic Party and anything 
that came up in any county that the man should tell him what it was, 
they were to notify through a form 57 to go to Mr. Byrd down here 
for recommendation; anything, any kind of a job that came up. 
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Mr. Franacan. What do you mean by “any kind of a job”? Mr. 
Byrd is head of the OPS. 

Mr. Brasuter. That is what I said. I don’t know anything about 
OPS. 

Mr. FianacGan. Well, he just mentioned Mr. Byrd specifically ? 
Mr. Rogers mentioned Mr. Byrd specifically, did he ? 

Mr. Brasuter. He said, “Whatever came up there would be the form 
57 mailed out of those that they needed.” 

Mr. Fianacan. Did Mr. Rogers make any specific reference to 
the fact that there might be OPS jobs in those counties ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And that these county chairmen were to act as 
patronage dispensers ? 

Mr. Brasuter. No. 

Mr. Franacan. Why did he mention Mr. Byrd? 

Mr. Brasuter. I don’t know where that form 57 goes. It might be 
in a post office or mail route. 

Mr. Franacan. Just answer my question. I said why did Mr. 
Rogers mention Mr. Byrd? 

Mr. Brasurer. He said, “It might be for a postoflice or mail route.” 

Mr. Franacan. Do you know Mr. Byrd? 

Mr. Brasuter. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Do you know what position he holds? 

Mr. Brasuier. I think he is director for the OPS for the State of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. Firanacan. And you don’t send applications for post-office posi- 
tions to the OPS, do you? 

Mr. Brasuier. I don’t know. 

Mr. FianaGan. Did you ever see one of these form 57’s? 

Mr. Brasuter. No; I have never seen one. 

Mr. Firanacan. At this meeting which you held on Saturday, the 
latter part of February—do you recall that meeting with all of these 
men up here? 

Mr. Brasurer. I don’t call it a meeting. I just had these men up 
here. I didn’t know how to handle the checks and the letters and 
the appointments, and he said they would get them for each man. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Whose idea was it to bring them up, yours or Mr. 
Rogers? 

Mr. Brasuter. It was mine. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you arrange to have Mr. Rogers in the office 
when you brought these men in? 

Mr. Brasuter. I knew he was going to be here. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you sit in with Mr. Rogers while he was inter- 
viewing these men ? 

Mr. Brasuier. Yes, sir; I sat in there. 

Mr. Firanacan. What did he say to them as they came in? 

Mr. Brasnier. I didn’t stay to see what was dictated. If any jobs 
came up out there they were to write back to Mr. Rogers and Mr. 
Rogers told them, “You will get a letter.’ and that that was what 
they were going to do in their county. Anything that came up of 
politics or jobs or anything else, they would be notified by letter or 
telephone or writing or something, on anything that came up in the 
county. 

Mr. Franacan. Who wrote that letter? 
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Mr. Brasuier. I don’t know. It came from the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee. I guess Mr. Forrest Jackson dictated it. 

Mr. FuanaGan. How do you know he did? 

Mr. Brasuter. That is what I heard them say. You read one 
yesterday. 

Mr. Fianacan. I didn’t hear the last you said. 

Mr. Brasurer. It was read in here yesterday and they said it was 
dictated by Mr. Rogers to the girl in the office. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you recall the case where you went down to see 
Mr. Pylant ? 

Mr. Brasuier. Pylant? 

Mr. Fruanacan. Pylant. 

Mr. Brasuter. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Did you talk to him about OPS? 

Mr. Brasuier. No, sir. I didn’t know nothing about OPS. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you tell him that he could recommend any 
person he felt like recommending as county chairman of the OPS? 

Mr. Brasuter. I told him he could recommend any person he felt 
like recommending as county chairman to the OPS or anything else 
that came up in this county. 

Mr. Fianaaan. I didn’t ask you that question. I asked you this 
question: Did you tell Mr. Pylant that he could recommend a man 
as county chairman of OPS from Lamar County? 

Mr. Brasuier. No, sir. I didn’t know anything about OPS. 

Mr. Fianacan. You never heard of OPS? 

Mr. Brasuier. I never heard of OPS, but this letter answered what 
they were going to do, right here. 

Mr. Firanacan. Then if Mr. Pylant testified that you said that he 
could do that he is telling an untruth ? 

Mr. Brasuier. I don’t know where he got the idea. He didn’t get 
it from me at all. He got it through the paper or radio, or something 
like that. I don’t know. He didn’t get it from me. 

Mr. Fianacan. If Mr Pylant happened to recommend anybody to 
the Democratic Committee of Mississippi for that job of county su- 
pervisor, where do you think he got that idea ? 

Mr. Brasuer. I don’t know, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. I have here a short letter dated February 19, 1951, 
addressed to the Mississippi Democratic Committee at Jackson by A. 
P. Pylant: 

I hereby recommend Mr. C. L. Wood of Purvis, Miss., for the position of super- 
visor of Lamar County. I believe Mr. Wood to be qualified for the place, be- 
cause I have had an opportunity of dealing with him for the last several years. 

(Signed) A. P. PYLANrt. 

Mr. Brasuer. I don’t know. He didn’t get it from me. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You heard Mr. Pylant testify that you told him 
he could recommend somebody for the job, didn’t you? 

Mr. Brasuter. Anybody he wanted to etia this letter. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You heard him testify tonight that you told him 
that he could recommend somebody ? 

Mr. Brasuier. Anything that came up in this county. 

Mr. Fuanacan. For an OPS job? 

i Mr. Brasuier. No, not for an OPS job. I didn’t tell anybody about 

PS. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. I ask you now, you were sitting here and you heard 
Mr. Pylant testify this evening that you told him that he could ree- 
ommend a man as county supervisor for the OPS? 

Mr. Brasuter. No, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. You remember that testimony that he gave? 

Mr. Brasuirr. Yes, sir, | remember. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He wrote a letter to the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee doing just as he said you told him to do. 

Mr. Brasurer. I said what? 

Mr. Firanacan. He wrote a letter a few days later to the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee doing exactly as he said you told him he could 
do and you deny it ? 

Mr. Brasurer. Yes, sir, I deny it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Then why do you think that Mr. Pylant would 
write a letter? 

Mr. Brasuter. I don’t know. He didn’t get it from me. 

Mr. Franacan. You think that this was a figment of the imagi- 
nation ¢ 

Mr. Brasner. I don’t know. I don’t know where he got it. He 
didn’t get it from me. 

Mr. Fianacan. From the same place that the other three gen- 
tleman got it 

Mr. Brasuier. Yes, sir. I don’t know anything about any OPS. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is all. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. Mr. J. H. Wilkinson, will you come 
forward, please? Hold up your right hand. 

You solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this hearing 
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Wiixkrnson. I do. 

Senator Hory. Have a seat. 


TESTIMONY OF J. H. WILKINSON, JACKSON, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Give your name, address, and occupation to the 
reporter. 

Mr. Witxrnson. J. H. Wilkinson. I live in Jackson, Miss., and 
up to this time I have been sales promotion manager for an appliance 
firm. 

Mr. Franacan. So that the record will be complete I would like to 
make this statement. The letter I was just reading was obtained by 
the subcommittee from the Office of Price Stabilization in Jackson 
and we will put that entire file in the record. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Wilkinson, what work have you been engaged 
in since December of last year? 

Mr. Witkinson. Wholesale appliance business. District manager 
up until January 15 of this year and then sales promotion manager 
since that time. 

Senator Hory. When did you begin working for the Democratic 
committee / 

Mr. Witkrnson. I never began working for the Democratic com- 
mittee. I began doing some work in rebuilding the political party, 
the Democratic Party, in the State of Mississippi somewhere during 
the latter part of November. 





rd 
na 


tic 


ppl 
uld 


uld 


ren- 
Ss 
ome 


‘ing 
. so 


the 


and 
ance 


ce to 
d by 
kson 


aged 


ager 
ager 


ratic 
com- 


arty, 
ring 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 299 

Senator Hory. What year? 

Mr. Winkinson. 1950. 

Senator Hory. What arrangements did you have with the Demo- 
cratic Committee of Mississippi ¢ 

Mr. Witkinson. Merely this: Mr. Rogers and I have been ac- 
quainted for some time and during a discussion over a cup of coffee 
Mr. Rogers mentioned the fact that with the party so very disorgan- 
ized in the State of Mississippi and with the type of people that was 
associated with the party, the party had degenerated to a certain 
extent and they were very hopeful—or very anxious, rather, to build 
up the type of people who would associate with the party in the State 
of Mississippi and he said he knew I traveled over the State quite 
a bit, knew quite a number of officials and civic leaders throughout the 
State and he asked me in my travels if I would talk with some of them 
about becoming associated with the party in an effort to rebuild it in 
this State and to reconcile the rift between the two factions of the 
party in the State. 

Senator Hory. So that you were not a full-time employee. You 
were just to do this work incidental to your work ¢ 

Mr. Winkinson. I was not an employee at all. 

Senator Hory. You received no salary or other compensation / 

Mr. Witxrnson. I received part of the expenses that I incurred in 
connection with this work. 

Senator Hory. Did you have any definite amount you received / 

Mr. Wiikrinson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Well, how were you compensated ? 

Mr. Witkinson. Well, I worked on an expense account with the 
firm I am with, and I usually duplicated the expense account that 
[I turned into the firm. 

Senator Hory. Well, was it your understanding with Mr. Rogers 
that you were to turn in a certain amount of your expenses / 

Mr. Witkinson. That is what I was to turn in my expense. I had 
my same arrangement with my firm. 

Senator Hory. How would you manage when you went on a trip? 

Mr. Winkinson. | had an inderstanding with the management in 

ny firm that I was going to devote a certain amount of time to some 
other work. It was duri ing the fall and winter months, and the appli- 
ance business, refrigeration and all that, if you are familiar with it, 
is not too healthy. “So they had no objection whatsoever to me doing 
this, so long as I carried on my regular duties. 

Senator Hory. Well now, in your arrangements with the Missis- 
‘ippi Democratic Committee covering the expenses did you include 
some pay for services in that? 

Mr. Wixxinson. Well, I cid not have any definite arrangements 
about the expenses. Mr. Rogers never questioned any expense that 
i had. 

After I told the company that I was going ¥ devote part of my time 
to the work for the Democratic committee, I did. in turning in my 
expense accounts to the Mississippi Democratic Committee, take into 
consideration the fact that I was devoting some of my time to that 
work, that had I been devoting it to the appliance work would have 
made me some money down there. 

Senator Hory. So you did include in your expenses some compensa- 
tion for your services ? 

Mr. Wiik1nson. That is right. 
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Senator Hory. About how much did you receive, total ? 

Mr. Wixrxrxson. I would say approximately 

Senator Hory. From the Mississippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Witxrnson. I would say approximately $500. 

Senator Hory. How long were you there ? 

Mr. WiLkKINSON. Since November up to date. 

Senator Hory. From November up until now? 

Mr. Witkinson. Yes, sir; up until now, 

Senator Hory. Now, what did you do in contacting the various peo- 
ple ¢ 

Mr. Witk1nson. A lot of them were business contacts that I already 
was calling on, and I discussed this situation that I had just spoken 
about as existing in the State at this time, and about that we should 
some of us try to seek methods for correcting that situation. 

Well, to be perfectly frank with you, I went a little further than 
that. Some of these very important political people over the State 
that I talked with suggested that if we got up our own county organi- 
zation and got it formed throughout the State we might hold a con- 
vention here this spring and select our State candidates and elect 
them. 

Senator Hory. Now, in connection with your discussion with Mr. 
Rogers, was there any understanding that you would probably be 
named to some executive position in connection with the Economic 
Stabilization Agency in the State ? 

Mr. Wivxrnson. No, sir. I have here in my pocket a document 
from the Civil Service Commission in New Orleans, La., asking me if 
I would be available for a position as administrator in the State of 
Mississippi on this job, which I did not answer, so had I been seeking 
a Government job I would have taken that and not have to have gone 
through the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

I will be glad to leave this in evidence, if you want it, to look at it. 

Senator Hory. When did you receive that ? 

Mr. Witxrnson. Let me get it out. 1 want to get the date on it, 
sir. This is dated February 12, 1950. 

Senator Hory. That was, then, after you began work in November 
for the committee ? 

Mr. Wixxrnson. That is right. In other words, had I wanted to, 
I had this in my file, in my possession, at the time I went to work for 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. What date did you say this was? 

Mr. Witxtnson. This is February 12, 1950. 

Senator Horr. 1950? 

Mr. WiiLKiNson. 1950, and it is good for a term of 1 year, when it 
is sent out. 

Senator Hory. You never did fill it out ? 

Mr. Witxtnson. I never did apply, because I was not interested. I 
had a position that I was making a living out of, and was fairly well 
satisfied with it. 

Senator Horny. Now, in your efforts to build up the party, did you 
make one of the prime purposes getting contributions from men who 
would be named managers in the different counties ? 

Mr. Wi_ktnson. That was not one of the prime purposes at any 
time. It looks like I was a piker from what I have been hearing here, 
because the fellows I talked with at all about contributions was in 
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small terms. Most of them ran from $50, $100, and $150, along in 
there, the people who did give me contributions. 

Senator Hory. Well, then, to refresh your memory, let me ask you, 
did you get $150 from Wallace Campbell, of Canton ? 

Mr. Wirxrnson. I did. 

Senator Horr. Did you get $100 from W. J. Maxey, of Hattiesburg? 

Mr. WiLkrnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you get $300 from Pat Green, of Collins? 

Mr. Witxtnson. $3002 

Senator Hory. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wirkrnson. No, sir; $150. 

Senator Horry. What is that? 

Mr. Wiixtnson. No, sir; $150. 

Senator Hory. $150? 

Mr. WiLkrnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. And did you get $400 from B. G. Mar- 
tin, of Laurel ? 

Mr. Wirixtnson. At Laurel? 

Senator Hory. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WiLxktnson. No, sir; it was $300. 

Senator Horry. And J. L. Bailey, of Kosciusko, did you get $100? 

Mr. Wiikrnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And Leon Perkins, of Macon, did you get $150? 

Mr. WiLkInson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. W. H. Lavender, of Weir, $100? 

Mr. Wixktnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And A. A. Moore, of Carthage, $100? 

Mr. Wiixtnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. J. W. Mullen, of Yazoo City, $100? 

Mr. Wirktnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And Rupert Ringold, of Winona, $100 ? 

Mr. WiLktnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, these contributions that you received, what 
did vou tell these men that their duties would be? 

Mr. Wirxrinson. I told them—lI went into—first, I want to clarify 
something here, and that is that when Mr. Rogers talked with me, he 
hired me in the capacity of a salesman or promoter, more than he did 
in doing political work. This party, they wanted the county organi- 
zations throughout the State, and he told me at the time that I talked 
with him—and by the way, I proffered my services to him, after he 
had discussed with me to some extent the condition that the party 
was in in the State, I proffered my services to Mr. Rogers, and told 
him that I did call on quite a number of business and civic leaders 
throughout the State, and that I would be glad to discuss this with 
him. 

In every instance that was the first thing that I ever discussed with 
any of them at all, was the rebuilding of the party, or the reforming— 
hell, I didn’t care what it was, I didn’t care if it was the Republic an 
Party—but at least in getting a better party in operation in the State 
of a 8 


Senator Hory. All right. Now, when you were doing that, you 


invariably brought . the <r of contr ibutions, did you not? 
Mr. Wirxrnson. No, sir; I did not invariably bring it wp. I did 
sometimes. 
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Senator Hory. All these people you contacted whom I mentioned, 
they were selected as managers len their counties ? 

Mr. Wiixson. Selected for what ¢ 

Senator Hory. Or chairmen, or whatever you call them. 

Mr. Wiixrnson. No, there wasn’t any chairman, or anything at all. 
They were written a letter saying that the committee appreciated the 
work that they were willing to do. 

Senator Hory. I know, but what were they to be in their counties / 

Mr. WiLkinson. They wouldn't be anything in the world, except that 
they would be a person, if it was Franklin County, it would be a person 
in Franklin County who was willing to work for the Democratic 
Party in order to further its interests in that county, and they would 
be called upon at any time that came up in that county for advice 
and counsel, and I recognized the fact, and so did most of them, in 
fact, everybody in the State did, that the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee held the patronage which was formerly held by the Con- 
gressmen and Senators. 

I also told most of them that they would be called upon to recom- 
mend qualified people to fill any job that was to be open of any kind 
which came under the appointive powers of the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee. 

Senator Hory. Well, that is what I asked you. 

Mr. Witxrnson. That is what I meant. 

Senator Hory. It doesn’t matter what you called them, chairmen, or 
what you called them. 

Mr. Wiixtnson. I call them a person. 

Senator Hory. You just got one person in a place? 

Mr. Wiikrnson. That is true, but there aren’t any chairmanships. 

Senator Hory. He was something there. 

Mr. Wiixtnson. Well, he was, but he was a person trying to work 
for the furtherance of the Mississippi Democratic Committee or Party. 

Senator Hory. He had some official standing because you just 
selected one for a county. 

Mr. Wiixtnson. No; he did not have an official standing at all. 

Senator Horny. He was a man that you would communicate with in 
order to determine what recommendations were to be made. 

Mr. Wixxinson. That is correct. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Witxrnson. But he had no official standing. 

Senator Hory. But whether you call him a chairman, or a person, he 
was the man that would be designated to recommend to and represent 
the committee in that county ? 

Mr. Wivxinson. He was at the time that this came about, but there 
was no rule that there could not be more than one person. 

Senator Hory. You did not select but one. 

Mr. Witkrinson. I did not select but one, because I did not stay 
in there and work at it long enough. 

Senator Hory. You just got one in a county and moved on to another 
county and got one there. 

Mr. Wiixkrnson. That is true. 

Senator Horry. Then why did you say you could select more? 

Mr. Wiikrinson. I could. 

Senator Hory. Did you? 

Mr. Wirxrnson. No. 
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Senator Hory. No, you did not. 

Mr. Witxkrnson. But I could do a lot of things I did not do. 

Senator Hory. What you did do was to select a man in each one of 
these counties and get a contribution from him. 

Mr. Wiikrnson. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You did get contributions. 

Mr. Wiixtnson. But I selected a lot of men whom I did not get 
contributions from. 

Senator Hory. I did not ask you that. I asked you if you selected 
these men and got contributions / 

Mr. Wivktnson. Sure I did. 

Senator Hory. And you told these men they would be consulted 
about appointments. 

Mr. Winxinson. Any matter of political importance, or regarding 
any type of appointive jobs that the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee had patronage over. 

Senator Hory. That is right. That is what you told them. 

Mr. Wixkinson. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Hory. Let me ask you if you know about these contribu- 
tions, if you handled them, or who handled them ¢ 

Thomas Hariel? 

Mr. WitkiNson. Who is that ? 

Senator Hory. Thomas H-a-r-i-e-l? 

Mr. Winkrnson. Never heard of him, sir. 

Senator Hory. You did not handle that / 

Mr. Witxinson. No. 

Senator Hory. C. D. Hancock, Sr., $400? 

Mr. Wiikinson. No, sir; never hasta of him. 

Senator Hory. Well, you did not make any other collections except 
the ones I have read ? 

Mr. Wixkrinson. I would not say that, because there may be others. 

Senator Hory. Well, you remember now you recalled all of these. 
Do you remember whether you made any others or not / 

Mr. Wirxinson. Well, I tell you what, I have a bunch of letters 
here, I brought all of them. I picked up copies and I will be glad to 
call off the ones that I have that I do know of. 

Senator Hory. You know the ones I called off, so you need not 
bother to repeat those. 

Mr. Wixxinson. All right, I will see if there are any others here, 

Senator Hory. Yes; see if you have any others. 

Mr. Winxixson. All right, sir, I will be glad to do that. 

Mr. J. H. Everett at Prentiss. You did not call that name. 

Senator Hory. How much ? 

Mr. Witkinson. $100, 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Witxrnson. Mr. Justice at Jackson, Miss. 

Senator Hory. How much. 

Mr. Witxrinson. $250. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Wiiktnson. Mr. W. H. Newman. Bude, Miss., $100. I don’t 
believe you called that one. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Wirxrnson. L. S. Land, Louin, Miss., $50. 

Senator Hory. All right. 
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Mr. Witxrnson. Mr. Nelson Meyers, Columbus, Miss., $200. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Witxrnson. I believe that is all—no, Mr. Pat Green, Collins, 
Miss., $150. I believe that is all I have any record of that you had 
not already called. 

Senator Hory. You gave mse Green a while ago. 

Mr. Witxrnson. I did? I did not recollect that. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, you say you appointed some men 
that did not make contributions. 

Mr. Wirkinson. I beg pardon? 

Senator Hory. I say, you appointed some men as county repre- 
sentatives who did not make contributions. 

Mr. Witkrnson. I did not say that I appointed some men. I mean, 
I did not intend to say that. What I intended to say was that I 
talked to a number of men who agreed to do work for the party, who 
did not make contributions. 

Senator Hory. You did send them in and have them appointed ¢ 

Mr. Witxrnson. I don’t know whether I understand what you are 
talking about. 

Senator Hory. Well, you had these other men appointed. You sent 
those men in and they were recognized, you gave them a letter. 

Mr. Witxrnson. You call it an appointment. I don’t know. 

Senator Hory. Well, recognition, then. 

Mr. Witkrnson. A letter of recognition; yes. 

Senator Hory. Did you send in the names, of anybody who did not 
make a contribution, to be recognized ? 

Mr. Wixktnson. No, sir, because the only time I turned in names 
was when I submitted contributions that had been received. 

Senator Hory. In all of your activities you never sent in an ap- 
pointment for anybody to be recognized to represent this committee 
in a county unless they made a contribution ? 

Mr. Witxrnson. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Well, you said a while ago that you did. 

Mr. Wixrnson. I talked with a lot of people who agreed to work 
for the party. I still say that. 

Senator Hory. You did not send their names in. 

Mr. Witkrnson. It was not a matter of sending in names. When 
I brought in a donation it was always in the form of a check. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Wixxrxson. Would you excuse me just a moment? Could I 
have just a moment, please ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Wiikinson. It was in the form of a check. When I turned it 
into the office Miss Yelverton, 1 presume, or Mr. Rogers, or whoever 
it was, wrote that person a letter. 

If I talked with anybody in the territory or field, and talked about 
this same thing, and did not turn in a contribution, well, they did 
not give him recognition because of the fact they had not gotten a 
check. When I received checks they were in all instances made out 
to the Mississippi Democratic Committee, and when that check was 
turned over to the Mississippi Democratic Committee, they them- 
selves wrote this letter to that party. 

Senator Hory. I understand that. You told all that. What I am 
getting at is this, that no one received a letter under your direction 
from the committee unless they made a contribution ? 
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Mr. Wirxrnson. I did not direct these letters be written. 

Senator Hory. You said you did write them. 

Mr. Witxinson. No, sir, I said when I turned over checks to them. 

Senator Hory. I say, you said you turned over checks to the com- 
mittee, and they wrote the letters. 

Mr. Witxrnson. That is right. 

Senator Hory. You did not turn anybody’s name in for a letter 
to be written to them, unless they made a contribution ? 

Mr. Wirxrnson. I did not turn it over to them to write letters. If 
they made a contribution I turned the checks over, I did not turn it in 
for them to write a letter. 

Senator Hory. Listen just a minute, my friend. You want to be 
frank? 

Mr. Wiixrnson. I am being, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, I will ask you the direct question, and I don’t 
want a whole lot of talk, I just w ant you to answer that question: 

When you gave the checks into the committee you knew they were 
going to write a letter acknowledging the check and saying they 
apreciated the position which this man was going to occupy with 
reference to advising the committee, didn’t you? 

Mr. Wirxrnson. I know that was custom: ry; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, you also knew that no letters were 
going to written to anybody unless a check went in, didn’t you? 

Mr. Witxrnson. No, sir, I didn’t know that. I turned in the name 
of anybody I talked with out there who agreed to work for the party, 
and they would have gotten the same kind of letter. 

Senator Hory. But you did not turn in such names, though ? 

Mr. Witxrnson. No, I did not. 

Senator Horry. Now, wait a minute. What do you want to be dodg- 
ing around on that for? You did not turn any in, and no letters were 
written, and the only fellows who received a letter were those who 
made a contribution. 

That is a fact, is it not ? 

Mr. Witxrinson. Well, there is no need for me trying to buck coer- 
cion. Tam not going to attempt to do it. 

Senator Horry. I am asking you a direct question. I don’t want 
you going on talking about a lot of other things. I asked you the 
direct question, if anybody received a letter ? 

Mr. Witxrnson. I don’t think there is any point in me talking any 
further. You are already telling me, I am not telling you, you are 
telling me. 

Senator Hory. I am asking you that question. You know whether 
they did or not. 

Mr. Wiikinson. I have already told you. 

Senator Hory. What did you say ? 

Mr. Witxrnson. I said that in every instance where I turned in a 
check that I know of, I mean, in every instance I don’t know of any 
instance where I turned in a check for a donation, where they were 
not written a letter of recognition for their services and their prof- 
fered services in their particular location. 

Senator Hory. All right. Then I asked you the other question 
which I would like for you to give an equally frank answer to, if, 
when you discussed with anybody who did not make a contribution 
these matters, they received a letter ? 
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Mr. Witxinson. No, sir; they did not, that I know of. 

Senator Hory. That is all I asked you. All of this talk would have 
been over if you had just answered that the first time. [Laughter. | 

All right, Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Firanacan. Mr. Wilkinson, as I understand it from your testi- 
mony, there were cases where you contacted men in certain counties 
who did not make contributions, and you were going to use these men 
as representatives of this committee to be helpful to the committee, 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Wiixinson. They would be called on from time to time for the 
same type of work that anybody else was going to do, if they indi- 

cated they wanted to work with the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee ; yes, sir, 

Mr. Fuanacan. And you said, and you testified that you did not turn 
in the names of any of these people who did not make contributions 
to the committee ? 

Mr. Wiixinson. No, sir; I did not. 

Mr. FLranacan. Then how is this committee going to find out who 
was on their team out there, if you did not tell them ? 

Mr. Wiikinson. I was the man planning that strategy out there, 
and I knew who was on the team. 

Mr. Franacan. What was your plan, Mr. Wilkinson ? 

Mr. Wixktnson. Well, I have told you so far as this program here 
is concerned, I have told it to you. 

Mr. FLranaGan. What was your plan of contacting these men that 
the central committee knew nothing about? 

Mr. Witkinson. I have some private affairs, sir. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Sir? 

Mr. Wiikinson. I have some private affairs. I would talk with 
people about them quite often that had nothing to do with the Demo- 
cratic committee, and it did lead into a discussion—— 

Mr. Fuanacan. I am not interested in your private affairs. I am 
trying to find out what plan you had to use these people that the 
committee knew nothing about. 

Mr. Witxkinson. I still say that that—well, all right, there is no 
point in my trying to answer. 

Mr. FLanaGan. No answer? 

Mr. Witkinson. No answer. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Obviously there isn’t. 

Mr. Wiikinson. No. I have an answer, but I won't attempt to give 
it to you. 

Senator McCLetLan. Well, let’s see about that. I do not think that 
is a proper attitude. 

Mr. Witxinsoén. Well, sir, can I say something now? I have been 
coerced ever since this outfit came to Mississippi. 

Senator McCieLtan. What outfit are you talking about ? 

Mr. Wiikrnson. I am talking about since these investigators came 
into the State of Mississippi. 

Senator McCLetitan. How have you been coerced ? 

Mr. Wixkinson. I have been talked to like I was just a common 
underling and they were wearing a big halo. 

Senator McCLetian. Who talked to you like that? 

Mr. Wiixrnson. Mr. Hatcher was one who was very belligerent 
in his questioning of me. 
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Senator McCiet.an. Belligerent ? 

Mr. Wirkinson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. Why? Because he asked you similar ques- 
tions to what you have been asked here? 

Mr. Witkinson. He asked me quite a number of the same questions. 

Senator McCrietitan. And that is what you call belligerent ? 

Mr. Wiixrnson. A lot was in the manner in which they were asked. 

Senator McCiettan. Well, were they asked belligerently here 
tonight ¢ 

Mr. Wiikrinson. I would not say so. 

Senator McCLeiian. Is that what you interpret as belligerent ? 

Mr. Wiiktnson. I would not say so. 

Senator McCietitan. You would not ? 

Mr. Wiikrnson,. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Then let’s answer the question: How did you 
expect these folks to help the party, and to build up the party, by going 
out and talking to them, where they agreed to work for the party, but 
you did not get a check from them, but they agreed to work for the 
party, and then you did not turn in their names, how did you expect 
that to build the party, and to work with the State organization ? 

Mr. Wiikrnson. Because I knew who they were and any time—— 

Senator McCietian. You knew who they were / 

Mr. Wiikrnson. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. But the committee did not know. 

Mr. Wiikinson. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. The committee that was going to direct the 
work did not know, and you did not report it to them, then how 
could you use it? 

Mr. Wirxtnson. Is that criminal? 

Senator McCLeiian. Sir? 

Mr. Wiixrnson. Is that criminal? 

Senator McCietian. No. But you are out building up a party, 
and you are talking to men who agree to work for the party, and 
then you are not turning in their names unless you get a check, how 
could they serve the party when the leadership of the party did not 
know they were available to work ? 

Is that belligerency to ask you a question like that ? 

Mr. Wiixinson. I don’t think it. is belligerent, but I think it is—— 

Senator McCietian. What is wrong with the question ? 

(No answer. ) 

Senator McCietian. You just cannot answer it, can you? 

Mr. Wirxrnson. Yes, I can, but I am afraid to. 

Senator McC.Letian. That is all. 

Senator Munpt. Can you name any counties in which you collected 
money, in which you collected checks from more than one man in 
that county ? 

Mr. WiiKrnson. Beg pardon ? 

Senator Munpr. Can you name any county in which you collected 
checks from more than one man in a county ¢ 

Mr. Witxinson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You collected just from one man in each county? 

Mr. Wiixkrnson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why was that? 

Mr. Wiixrnson. I beg pardon? 
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Senator Munptr. Why was that? Is there just one city in the coun- 
ties you called upon ? 

Mr. Wixrnson. It was usually the county seat town. 

Senator Munpr. Each of these men you named was in the county 
seat town ? 

Mr. Witxrnson. There may be two or three where that is not true. 
I wouldn’t say everyone, but I would say in 90 percent of the cases. 

Senator Munpr. After you had collected from one man in a county 
did you ever go to a second man in that county and try to get a check? 

Mr. Wizxinson. No. 

Senator Munpr. Did you always get the first man you called on? 

Mr. Wiixktnson. In most instances, yes. 

Senator Munpr. And in any instances where you did not get the 
first man you called on—were there any such instances ¢ 

Mr. Witkrnson. I don’t recall specifically; no. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know whether there were some, without 
knowing specifically—did you get every man the first time you called? 

Mr. Wirixrnson. To be per fectly frank, I just cannot recall any I 
did not, to be perfectly frank w ith you I cannot recall any I did not. 

Senator Munpr. We are a little bit in the dark because you don’t 
want to inform the committee. Your assignment from Mr. Rogers 
seemed to be to get one man in each county to make a contribution. 
When you had done that you were satisfied for that county, and went 
on to the next. 

You say he was not a chairman, and he was not a job peddler, he was 
not to give out OPS jobs, but he was just a person, for some strange 
reason which I cannot understand « ‘ertainly from your testimony, who 
seemed to be the one that was picked. That seemed to be your assign- 
ment or your interpretation of your assignment. 

Mr. Wirxrnson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. To find a man in each county to give you a check. 

Mr. Wirxtnson. Would you give me an opportunity to read a 
statement I have written about my connection with the party ? 

Senator Munpr. Is it different from what you have already told us? 

Mr. Witxrxson. It may not be different, but it is a whole lot differ- 
ent than the light in which you, and in which you gentlemen interpret 
it, and in which I interpret it; and I would like the people I know, 
and my acquaintances, and the people in the State of Mississippi to 
know it, 

Senator Munpr. I think if you would be forthright in answering 
these questions 

Mr. Witxinson. This is forthright, sir. 

Senator Munpt. It would be forthright if you said either “Yes” or 

“No” to this question, and that is whether your assignment, as you 
understood it, was to get from each county one man who would make 
a contribution. 

Mr. Wixxktnson. I did not have an assignment. I repeated that over 
and over. 

Senator Munpr. There is no use reading a statement about an 
assignment you did not have. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Wirxrnson. I can read the statement, though, about what T did, 
and it will appear in a lot different light than it will from the w ay that 
at appears from somebody who is down here to get a culprit to take 

hack with them. 
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Senator Munpr. This committee is not looking for a culprit. We 
are looking for information. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Let’s get the record clear. When this committee 

came down here they said they were here to get the facts, they were 
not prejudging the case, and they have not passed judgment yet. 

Now understand that. 

Senator Hory. That is all, Mr. Wilkinson. 

Now if there are witnesses present, and a number of them are, who 
heard the list called of those who made contributions, instead of call- 
ing each one of those witnesses up, if any one of those gentlemen who 
made contributions wants to make : any statement about it, we will be 
glad to hear it. 

You will reeall when Mr. Brashier was on the stand I asked him 
with reference to contributions made by certain men, and he said they 
made contributions. 

I asked Mr. Wilkinson and he responded to a number who made 
contributions. 

Most of those have been summoned as witnesses. If they are present 
here, and I take it most of them are, if they want to make any statement 
about the contribution they made, we will give them an opportunity, 
but if they do not we will not go through the form: ility of calling each 
one up to say he made a contribution. We will give them an oppor- 
tunity at this time to come up and make their statements, and if any 
wish to make a statement about it, in explanation of it or otherwise, we 
will give them an opportunity now. 

If there are no statements to be made we are going to conclude the 
hearing for tonight and adjourn until 9 o’clock tomorrow. 

Now, just a minute, please. 

The witnesses who have been examined can be dismissed and will 
not have to return tomorrow, except Mr. Mize and Mr. Jackson. 

The other witnesses who have not been examined, of course, are not 
excused, except this list that I just mentioned. I will excuse now all 
the witnesses whose names have been read tonight as making contribu- 
tions and who have not been put on the stand. 

(Whereupon, at 10:30 p. m., a recess was taken to 9 a. m., Wednes- 
day, April 11, 1951.) 











ACTIVITIES OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITTEE 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 1951 


SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON ExpenpirurREs IN THE Execurive DeparrMEnTs, 
Jackson, Miss. 

Met at 9 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 51, agreed to Jan- 
uary 29, 1951, first session, Eighty-second Congress, in the courtroom 
of the United States Courthouse, Jackson, Miss., Hon. Clyde R. Hoey 
(chairman) presiding. 

Present : Senator Clyde R. Hoey (presiding), Senator John L. Me- 
Clellan, and Senator Karl E. Mundt. 

Also present: Francis D. Flanagan, chief counsel; H. J. Hatcher, 
chief assistant counsel; Jerome F. Adlerman, assistant counsel; and 
Ruth Young, clerk of the committee. 

Senator Hory. The subcommittee will come to order. 

I will place in the record a statement furnished to me by Mr. Frank 
F. Mize, giving the list of personal contributions that went through 
the personal bank account of said Frank F. Mize. 

The list given here amounts to apparently only $345, but it will 
appear in the record. 

(The document referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 27," and 
may be found in the appendix on p. 554.) 

Senator Horny. Clarence E. Hood. Mr. Hood, will you come for- 
ward, please, and raise your right hand, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you give in this 
hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help vou God ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I do, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have a seat, Mr. Hood, Jr., Meridian, Miss. 


TESTIMONY OF CLARENCE E. HOOD, JR., MERIDIAN, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Will you identify yourself for the record by giving 
your name, address, and occupation, please ? 

Mr. Hoop. My name is Clarence E. Hood, Jr. My legal residence 
is Meridian, Miss. I presently live at Summerville, S. C., and I have 
lived there since the latter part of June 1950. 

Senator Horry. Do you i a business over at Summerville, Mr. 


Hood ? 
Mr. Hoop. I do. 
Senator Hory. I believe you have been sick? 
Mr. Hoop. Sir? 


31] 
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Senator Hory. I say, I believe you have been sick some for a few 
days? 

Mr. Hoop. I had a complete coronary occlusion on November 5, 
1950. 

Senator Hory. What has been your physical condition since that 
time ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. Well, I am under the constant care of more than one 
doctor now. 

Senator Horry. Are you disabled? 

Mr. Hoop. That was 1949, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Are you disabled most of the time? Are you tending 
to business ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I have to take a periodic rest every day, but I am active. 
I work; yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Hood, when did you become connected with the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Hoop. The first discussion that I had about the Mississippi 
political situation was sometime in July of 1948, in the office of Glenn 
P. Boehm, at suite 311—A, 1025 Connecticut Avenue, Washington, D.C. 

Senator Hory. Now, were you personally acquainted with Mr. 
Boehm before that time? 

Mr. Hoop. I had known Mr. Boehm for many years. 

Senator Hory. Had you had business relations with him? 

Mr. Hoop. I have had a number of business relations with Mr. 
Boehm before I became connected with the Mississippi political situa- 
tion, and since. 

At the time that I am speaking of in July, shortly after the Phil- 
adelphia convention, I was in Washington on another matter; and Mr. 
Boehm—I do not know whether deliberately, or whether it was acci- 
dental—arranged a conference between Matthew J. Connelly, the sec- 
retary to President Truman, and myself in his office, in which he 
discussed to some extent the Mississippi political situation. 

It was a casual conversation, and I attached no particular signifi- 
cance to it, other than that I was from Mississippi, and Mr. C onnelly 
wanted to know what I thought about the Democratic Party situation 
in Mississippi at that time. 

I told Mr. Connelly very frankly that I did not think President 
Truman had very much chance of carrying the State. That was 
shortly after the Philadelphia convention. 

Senator Horry. Now, as a result of this conference with Mr. Boehm 
and Mr. Connelly, did you have any further conference with anybody 
in Washington ? 

Mr. Hoop. At that time? 

Senator Horry. In connection with the State of Mississippi—well, 
anytime ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. Then I had telephone conferences with Senator 
McGrath, the present Attorney General of the United States, then 
chairman of the Democratic National Committee. 

Senator Hoey. All right. Any other person that you had a con- 
ference with ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; I had telephone conferences with Bill Prim, 
who was in charge of the campaign of the Southern States. 

I had a conference with Mr. Lamoine, who accompanied the Presi- 
dent and Senator McGrath on a campaign tour and who came into 
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the Southern States for the purpose of organizing this State, Ala- 
bama, and some of the other States that had gone Dixiecrat. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, did you have conferences with 
anybody else nationally ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. I talked to Paul Dillon about the situation and 
asked Paul’s advice. 

Senator Hory. What was Mr. Dillon’s relationship? What posi- 
tion did he have? 

Mr. Hoop. Mr. Dillon has been my attorney for a number of years, 
largely in matters that have no relationship to any bureau of the 
Government. Occasionally he has represented me, on one or two 
occasions, in matters pertaining to Government contracts, but he has 
also represented me in my other affairs that have nothing to do with 
the Government in any way, shape, form, or fashion. 

I consider him an honorable person. 

Senator Hory. That has extended over a period of years? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Hoop. And I would like to say here for the record at this time 
that Judge Dillon, on every occasion in which I have discussed the 
Mississippi political situation, advised me to stay out of it, and I 


wish I had taken his advice. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Hood, have you conferred with anybody else 
at the national level ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. Ihave conferred with a lot of people in Wash- 
ington. I shall try and remember ali of them. 

Senator Hory. I was asking now about before you organized the 
committee. 

Mr. Hoon. I did not organize the committee, Senator. The com- 
mittee was organized before I came into the picture. 

Senator Hory. Well, before you took active part with the com- 
mittee, did anybody else talk to you, or was there anybody else you 
talked to before that time ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t recollect anybody else at a national level; no, 
sir. 

Senator Horry. All right. Now, let us come down to Mississippi. 
What happened with reference to the organization of the committee 
in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Hoop. I was not present at any of the original organization 
meetings of the Mississippi Democratic Committee. I came into the 
picture sometime in October. 

Senator Hory. Was that 1948? 

Mr. Hoop. Of 1948. I don’t remember the exact date, but I have 
checks that I submitted to your committee showing my original con- 
tributions to President Truman’s campaign fund, and I imagine I 
made those original, contributions about the time I came into the 
picture, because Senator McGrath told me at that tien I would be 
national committeeman, provided [ saw to it that the campaign was 
carried on, and paid all of the expenses involved in the Mississippi 
situation. 

Senator Hory. Yes. And after you had had that conversation with 
National Chairman McGrath, then you did make contributions; you 
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took a more active part in it, and you met with the committee down 
here ? 

Mr. Hoop. Mr. Dowling, who was a representative of the Dem- 
ocratic National Committee, and Frank Mize, Curtis Rogers, and John 
Scott came to my office in Meridian sometime about the middle of 
October, and asked me if I would accept the position of national 
committeeman. 

Senator Hory. All right. What happened then? 

Mr. Hoop. They had an organization; they had a Mississippi Dem- 
ocratic Committee, and they would like for me to be their national 
committeeman. 

Senator Horry. At that time was Mr. Mize the chairman ? 

Mr. Hoop. I was told he was. I was not present when he was 
elected. 

Senator Hory. All right. Did you agree to become national 
committeeman ? 

Mr. Hoop. Not at that time. I refused at that first meeting. I 
did tell them that I would see that they got enough money to keep 
the office open, so that the people of Mississippi would have an oppor- 
tunity to vote for President Truman if they desired to do so, and 
I would either pay or see to it that advertising matter was paid for. 

Senator Hory. Yes. All right, go ahead with the next development. 

Mr. Hoop. Dowling called me two or three times; from Jackson, 
Scott called me and Mize called me. Rogers called me, and after 
considering the matter quite at length, sometime within a week after 
they first contacted me, I agreed to accept the position of national 
committeeman, and had a telegram from Senator McGrath confirm- 
ing that. 

Senator Horry. About what date was that? 

Mr. Hoop. That was before the election. 

Senator Hory. Sometime before the election ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. That is the first recognition I had as Demo- 
cratic national committeeman in a telegram signed by J. Howard 
McGrath. 

Senator Hory. Prior to that time, had you attended a meeting of 
the Democratic Committee of Mississippi ? 

Mr. Hoop. I had not, sir. 

Senator Hory. When was the first meeting of the committee which 
you attended, that you recall ? 

Mr. Hoop. Well, unless you could call this meeting in my office in 
Meridian with the people I have mentioned, I suppose that would 
be the first one. I had no contact with any of the people in the Mis- 
sissippi organization prior to that time, and did not know any of 
them personally. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, from that time on—that was just 
a little while before the election—was it not?—a short time before 
the election ? 

Mr. Hoop. It was not over 2 weeks before the election. 

Senator Hory. After the election was over, did you hold a meet- 
ing then with the committee to discuss what the prospects were, and 
the policy to be pursued ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think we had any formal meetings of the com- 
mittee prior to the organization. Now, that is from memory; I just 
cannot recollect. 
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Senator Horry. Allright. Now, after the inauguration—— 

Mr. Hoon. I would say that, insofar as I was concerned, during the 
time of the inauguration the committee became more active, and we 
did have several meetings in Washington during the inauguration. 

Senator Horry. Well, now, who attended those meetings, as well as 
you can remember ? 

Mr. Hoop. In Washington ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. There were a number of people from Mississippi dur- 
ing the inauguration that attended these meetings. The ones that I 
have mentioned here, Mr. Mize, Mr Rogers—no, Mr. Mize wasn’t 
there in Washington, at the inauguration. He was ill and did not 
go to the inauguration. Miss Louise Lacey, Mrs. Clark, Mr. Mullen, 
Evon Ford, Mayor Hart Chinn of Biloxi. I would say some 50 or 
60 Mississippians were there in Washington and were at the various 
meetings that were held at the time of the inauguration. .When I say 
“the inauguration” I mean several days preceding the inauguration. 

Senator Hory. Did anybody representing the party on a national 
level attend these meetings with you ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. In fact, the first meeting was held at the 
suggestion of Senator McGrath. Senator McGrath requested that 
we have a meeting and he requested that we request each member of 
the Mississippi delegation in Congress to attend the meeting. 

saw that each Member was delivered an invitation orally and by 
writing. John Scott wrote each one of them a letter, and you have a 
copy of that letter which has been submitted to your committee. 

Ve also invited them to attend a cocktail party that the Mississippi 
people gave, that I paid for, at which Mr. Ford and Mrs. Lacey and 
Mrs. Clark and all of the others attended, any party which the Miss- 
issippi delegation were requested to attend: that Senator McGrath 
wished us to get together and agree on appointments that would not 
be obnoxious to the Mississippi delegation in Congress and still would 
be appointments of people who at least held the liberal views and 
thinking that were not publicly opposed to the administration. 

As to the people at the Washington level that attended those meet- 
ings I will name as many as I can remember. 

Acey Garraway, who later became director of finance of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee; Joe Blyth, who was treasurer of the 
Democratic National Committee, who is patronage assistant to the 
chairman; who was at that time and still is. 

Are you speaking of figures in the Democratic Committee or other 
people in Washington ? 

Senator Hory. Well, anybody else. 

Mr. Hoop. Matthew Connolly and his wife attended some of the 
meetings and Mrs. Connolly was at the cocktail party. Harley Branch, 
who was then Chairman of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 
Chairman of the Board, attended the cocktail party; any number 
of people. That was an effort on our part to have the people of 
Mississippi—for the people of Mississippi to meet the people in 
Washington, the people that were interested in rebuilding the Demo- 
cratic Party in the State of Mississippi. 

Senator Hory. In response to this invitation did the Mississippi 
delegation accept or did they reject ? 
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Mr. Hoop. They all refused; that is, the ones that acknowledged 
the invitation. The ones that did acknowledge the invitation refused. 

Senator Hory. As a result of the various meetings you held and the 
determination of the Mississippi Democratic Committee to go forward 
with the work in that connection what understanding did you have 
with the Democratic National Committee with reference to the en- 
dorsement for positions to be filled in this State which are ordinarily 
filled by the Members of Congress, either Senators or Representatives / 

Mr. Hoop. We had no specific understanding at that time. There 
was much discussion on the part of the Mississippians and many of the 
Washington people in regard to general policy and also in regard to 
specific instances. 

Senator MeGrath told me that Bill Prim had told him that the 
heads of certain agencies in the State had made vile and abusive re- 
marks about the President during the campaign, personal remarks, 
and that it was his considered opinion that those people should be re- 
placed as soon as possible; and Bill Prim mentioned some of those 
people had told him that they had referred to the President in an 
obscene manner during the campaign. 

I had no knowledge of it and I told him that it was natural that 
they would try and remove those certain people. 

Specifically as to the organization of patronage, nothing was done 
at that time of a specific nature, other than general discussions. I was 
told that there was a considerable debt in the National Democratic 
Committee party fund and that that debt was going to be filled by 
assigning quotas to the various States and that Mississippi would be 
assigned a quota of $80,000, to be raised and turned over to the na- 
tional campaign fund and that they would like for the State to be 
organized on a county and precinct basis for the purpose of raising 
this $80,000 and that they would like to have a State finance director 
to be appointed and they asked me to tell them the name of a State 
finance director, a man to take over the affairs and responsibility of 
raising this $80,000 from the State of Mississippi to go into the national 
party fund. 

The name of a man was given to them. The party recommended 
that Mr. _ of Oxford be named as State director. However, 
F. W. Linker, a former State highway commissioner. was appointed 
as State finance director shortly before or about the time of the in- 
auguration. He received a letter from the national chairman to that 
effect and it was announced to the press by the national chairman and 
by the treasurer, Joe Black, and Mr. Linker proceeded to contact 
various people in the State in an effort to raise some part of that 
$80,000. 

A good many people were contacted to become county chairmen. I 
talked to several people on the telephone and Mr. Linker talked to 
them about accepting positions as county chairmen to assist in rais- 
ing this debt. 

Senator Hory. What success did you have in raising that money? 

Mr. Hoop. We had absolutely none, so far as I know. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, Mr. Hood, when had you decided def- 
initely to make the recommendations for appointments in lieu of the 
Members of the Senate and House who ordinarily make them ? 
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Mr. Hoop. Senator, may I go into this thing the best of my memory 
chronologically ¢ 

Senator Horry. All right. 

Mr. Hoop. As I remember it and the time element involved, the 
first thing that I had to do with recommending anybody for a job 
specific ally was in connection with the efforts of Senator Stennis, the 
junior Senator of the State, to replace the United States attorney of 
the northern district of Mississippi, Chester Sumners. 

Senator Stennis in his charge to the jury here stated, as I recall 
it, and the press quoted him that way, that he and Senator Eastland 
had no interest in dispensing Federal patronage in Mississippi: that 
they are only interested in the moral obligations here; that at no time 
were they interested in dispensing Federal patronage. 

I say that John Stennis is a liar when he makes that remark and I 
have evidence over John Stennis’ signature that I would like to submit 
to this committee to prove my charges that he is a liar. 

Senator Horry. Go ahead with your statement. 

Mr. Hoop. Senator Stennis tried to replace Chester Sumners as 
United States attorney of the northern district of Mississippi with 
J. P. Coleman, who is now attorney general of the State of Mississippi, 
and the matter was called to my atte nition by Mr. LaMoine, of Oxford. 

I didn’t know Mr. Sumners, did not meet him until after the elee- 
tion, but I was told that he introduced LaMarr Caudle, assistant at- 
torney general, and one or more notables in the State and that General 
Caudle spoke in behalf of the President’s campaign for reelection 
and that the only reason Senator Stennis gave in asking for Mr. Sum- 
ners to be replaced was that Judge Coleman had supported him in 
his eampaign, had worked for him, and that the job was rightfully 
his to give, and I opposed that. I opposed the replacing of Chester 
Sumners by John Stennis; I always opposed it. I talked to everybody 
I knew to help me or assist me in fighting John Stennis. 

I went to see everyone I know, and Donak | Dawson, the President’s 
administrative assistant, said that Senator Stennis we ruld not be 
able to replace Chester Sumners as long as I was recognized as national 
committeeman. I presume I will be replaced now shortly. But that is 
the first occasion that I had anything to do with recommending any- 
body for a job in Mississippi. 

The first post-office recommendation that I made was some time in 
June or July. T did not ask for the privi ‘eae of recommending any- 
body in the Post Office Department. I was in Houston, Tex., attending 
to my personal business when I received a telephone call from Robert 
Moore and Acey Carraway, they were both on the line, and they asked 
me to recommend an acting postmaster at Columbus, Miss., that the 
postmaster had died the day before. And they also told me in their 
conversation that it was the desire of the committee to recommend a 
man named Mr. McElroy. 

Mr. McElroy was the father of Mrs. Dorothy Fredenberg, who is 
the secretary of the Democratic National Committee and she is 
oer Alabama, but her father lived in Col umbus and Mr. Moore and 
Mr. Carraway asked me if that recommendation would be acceptable 
and if I would send a telegram requesting that Mr. McElroy might be 
recommended. And I said, “Of course, I had no objection to it.” I 
didn’t know Mr. McElroy; T didn’t know Mrs. Fredenberg: but that. 
of course, if they wanted the man, why I would be glad to do se, and 
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I called my office in Meridian, I called Frank Mize or someone else— 
I called Mr. Mize at his home and asked him to send a telegram from 
Jackson recommending Mr. McElroy and Mr. McElroy was appointed ; 
he was appointed postmaster. 

That was the first appointment at Columbus that we had and Mr. 
McElroy to my knowledge paid me nothing in the way of a contribu- 
tion or anything else for having him appointed. He served there as 
postmaster until he died and I joined Congressman Rankin in rec- 
ommending the assistant postmaster, who is now serving, to succeed 
Mr. McElroy at Columbus, Miss. That was the first case. 

Senator Hory. Now in furthering the policy that was adopted, you 
were to make recommendations for appointments to positions in Mis- 
sissippi that would ordinarily be made by the Senators and Members 
of the House? 

Mr. Hoop. Senator, I didn’t know how they were ordinarily made. 
This was my first experience in politics. 

Senator Hory. Leaving out how they were ordinarily made, you 
were supposed to make recommendations, as national committeeman, 
for appointments in what way ? 

Mr. Hoop. That is the way the matter developed at a later date. 
Those two, originally they would call me. There was no set routine. 
Mr. Scott would make some of the recommendations and other people 
would in the beginning, but finally it all settled down into a procedure 
of the Post Office Department writing me a letter. They wrote me in 
care of the Century Building office. As I recollect it, 1 don’t believe 
I have been there over six times in my life. And letters there would 
be written recommending somebody and it would be sent to me for 
my signature. 

Senator Hory. What connection did you have with setting up of 
the committee as constituted and by which recommendations were 
being made? 

Mr. Hoop. I had nothing to do with setting up the committee. 

Senator Horry. Who did? 

Mr. Hoop. The committee itself had considerable number of meet- 
ings. They had some 6 or 8 or 10 meetings, to my knowledge, some of 
which I attended, some of which I did not. 

When a vacancy would occur they would select their members to 
replace them. It was a question of getting support the only way we 
could to join our ranks, but, as Mr. Mize testified here, they started 
off, I think, with 10 or 12 people. 

When Mr. Mize started this committee there were many thousands 
of people who were actively supporting us in the State, and in the 
files I submitted to your committee there are letters from thousands 
of people in Mississippi who have asked me to do favors for them in 
Washington. There are letters from ministers, from doctors, from 
bankers, from businessmen, from people in all walks of life in the 
State of Mississippi asking me to do things for them in Washington, 
none of which I considered illegal, and I would like for those letters 
to be made a part of the record, in addition to the other records than 
I submitted. 

I have never done anything illegal at all, to my knowledge, and I 
did what I could to comply with all of the letters or requests that 
were made of me by the people of Mississippi. There are some letters 
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there from Members of Congress to me joining me in certain recom- 
mendations and asking me to agree in recommendations. Those are 
in the file. 

Senator Hory. Now, Mr. Hood, when you got notice of vacancies 
occurring or of positions to be filled how you proceed about determin- 
ing whom you would endorse for those positions / 

Mr. Hoop. The ordinary procedure was that whoever was in charge 
of the office—and as I publicly told all members of the committee 
that I had no personal desire to appoint anybody. I did have in 
possibly two or three occasions people that I knew personally, that I 
did recommend for personal reasons. I did not get any money for it 
and I did not know that there was anything wrong about it, but 
only on two or three occasions; but in the cases of the other recom- 
mendations I suggested that the committee decide whom they wanted 
recommended, confirming it, or prepare a letter with my signature, 
send it to me and I would sign it. 

Senator Hory. Then you left it to the committee to handle the 
details about it? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; I did; because the committee was in existence 
before I was in existence and I knew of no reason why I should not. 

Mr. Rogers, a man with whom I was acquainted, had handled the 
affairs of the committee for a number of years and was a man I came 
to know as a professional politician, in Mississippi. He had been 
long associated personally and politically with Senator Butler, Judge 
Paul B. Johnson, Senator James O. Eastland. He had been active in 
supporting Eastland, working for Eastland in his campaign. 

To my knowledge he has contacted and has been in contact with 
Senator Eastland on several occasions during the life of this party. 
I have heard him talk to him on the telephone. I know he has gone 
to Senator Eastland. He tells me he has done business with him, I 
don’t know what it is, and I assumed that Mr. Rogers was a pro- 
fessional politician that had had a good deal of experience in his asso- 
ciation with Senator Eastland and others and it was perfectly all 
right, being the politician that he was, that it was all right for him 
to continue in that same capacity with our organization. 

Senator Hory. Who are the committeemen upon whom you relied 
to make the recommendations to you? Mr. Mize was chairman? 

Mr. Hoop. Mr. Mize was chairman; yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Give me the names of the others. 

Mr. Hoop. Senator, I can’t give you all the names of the members. 
There is a record of them. 

Senator Hory. Stick to the ones that you relied on to make recom- 
mendations. 

Mr. Hoop. I relied on Mr. Mize, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Scott when he 
was with the committee, Mr. Beasley, Mr. Martin Freely, of Corinth, 
Miss.; Col. Theodore Smith, he is commander of the Memphis Air 
Base in Memphis. He is a member of the committee and a reputable 
man, an outstanding man in the State. All of the members of the 
committee are, Senator. 

Senator Horry. Well, now, what I want to get at, you were relying 
on them ? 

Mr. Hoop. I assumed they would go and recommend a man. The 
only policy that I had was just that I wanted a man who was able, 
who had the ability to adequately carry out the duties and responsi- 
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bilities of the position. Naturally, if it was humanly possible I 
wanted a man who was a Democrat. 

Senator, I would like to here state, of course, my position. Mr. 
Flanagan and Senator McClellan have a number of times asked for 
people who were appointed who made no contribution—people who 
were recommended who made no contribution. 

I am testifying under oath, with a knowledge of the penalties of 
perjury, that to my knowledge nobody was ever recommended be- 
cause they gave a contribution. I want to defend the caliber of the 
people that were recommended, that I recommended and those that I 
know personally. 

The last recommendation that I made as assistant United States 
attorney, assistant to Mr. Brown, the United States attorney, was 
Gibson Witherspoon, of Meridian, Miss., who is president of the 
Mississippi Bar Association. He was recommended by the whole 
Mississippi Bar Association to receive that job. He was recommended 
by the Mississippi State Supreme Court for that job. I recommended 
him because recently I have had lawsuits with Mr. Witherspoon in 
one way or another. He has never represented me. I thought he was 
the man who was best qualified for the job. 

Senator Eastland saw fit to ignore those recommendations of the 
Mississippi Supreme Court and of the Mississippi Bar Association 
and appointed somebody else and after he found out Mr. Boyle recog- 
nized me as national committeeman he has had no interest in anything 
in Mississippi at all. 

Senator Hory. Coming down to the matter of contributions, what 
arrangements did you have or did the committee have and make for 
receiving, or for raising, money for its operations? 

Mr. Hoop. I had nothing to do with raising money. 

Senator Hory. Who did have? 

Mr. Hoop. Except on certain specific occasions. 

Senator Hory. Who did have charge of it ? 

Mr. Hoop. I presume that the whole committee was engaged ac- 
tively in trying to raise funds at all times for the benefit of the com- 
mittee. 

Senator Hory. Did you know, Mr. Hood, that when recommenda- 
tions were sought and when they were discussed with applicants for 
office that they were always given notice the committee would like to 
have 2 contribution ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I did not know that and there is a conflict both 
ways in the testimony here about it. Sir, I don’t know a thing about 
it. I have heard some testimony that there was not. 

Senator Horry. When recommendations were made to you asking 
your recommendation did you inquire as to whether or not these peo- 
ple had made contributions ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator Hory. Were you advised as to whether or not they had 
made contributions ? 

Mr. Hoop. I was not, sir. 

Senator Hory. When anybody was to be appointed, or who re- 
ceived your recommendation, what would you get from the com- 
mittee ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. Well, when the routine was finally established I would 
simply get a letter mailed to me wherever I was. It had already been 
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typewritten over my signature, for my signature, to be sent in. That 
is all I know. 

You understand, Senator, that from November 5, 1949, for the 
following 8 weeks I was in St. Joseph’s Hospital in Meridian. 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. That was through November and December. After that 
1 went to Washington on the occasion of the national Jefferson-Jack- 
son Day dinner and had a relapse in my heart condition there and 
went to the Doctors’ Hospital there and stayed there for some number 
of days. Shortly thereafter, 2 or 3 months thereafter, I moved my 
family to Summerv ile, S.C. [have actually been back in Mississippi 
only three or four times in the past year and thus much of my activi- 
ties the preceding year were limited and negligible because of the fact 
that I was ill in the hospital. 

Senator Hory. I was just getting at the process. You relied on the 
recommendations sent in by these people ? 

Mr. Hoop. Absolutely and implicitly. - take the position, Senator, 
that I was a liaison man between the National committee and the 
State committee. I have nothing to do with making appointments. 
I never appointed anybody to a job in my life. 

Senator Hory. When they made the investigation and prepared the 
letter and sent it to you, you accepted it and signed it / 

Mr. Hoop. A recommendation. 

Senator Horry. But you say because of your illness and because of 
your absences that you were ¢ only here in the committee office on very 
few occasions ? 

Mr. Hoop. On very few occasions. 

Senator Hory. Whom did you recognize in the committee here as 
having charge to send you letters, and so forth, so that you took that 
to represent ‘the judgment of the committee / 

Mr. Hoop. I assumed Mr. Mize, Mr. Rogers, and Mr. Forrest Jack- 
son were authorized in handling the affairs of the committee in the 
office here. 

Senator Hory. And when the letters came to you prepared in the 
office, recommending somebody, you signed those and sent them in? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir: that is correct 
. Senator Hory. Did you make any personal inquiry about the 
different candidates that you recommended when they were recom- 
mended oe the committee 

Mr. Hoop. On a few occasions, but very few. 

Senator Hory. What knowledge, Mr. Hood, did you have of con- 
tributions being made by those whom you had recommended, either 
before their recommendation or afterward / 

Mr. Hoop. I had no knowledge of it, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Were you informed of these various contributions 
made by different applicants for office at any time / 

Mr. Hoop. I was not, sir, and still have not been informed about 
them. 

Senator Hory. You did not handle the money yourself ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir—I have handled some money. I would hke to 
explain that. There was a State-wide radio broadcast made that cost 
some money. I paid for that broadcast. Some reimbursements were 
made to me by various members of the committee. That money was 
deposited in a special account in the Merchants and Farmers Bank 
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in Meridian, Miss., until enough had been accumulated to repay me 
for what I had advanced and that check was endorsed by me to my 
Meridian Products ae for that advance. The remainder of $16 is 
still in that account. I don’t know to whom to give it. And on other 
occasions my records will show, Senator, that I have advanced a sum 
considers ably in excess of $10,000 to this work. 

Senator Horry. To the committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. To the committee and for expenses that were paid out 
and for various other things. 

Senator Hory. How were these advances, Mr. Hood ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. By check. 

Senator Hory. To whom did you send it ? 

Mr. Hoop. The Truman-Barkley Club, the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee, for hotel bills, Washington hotel bills and Jackson, rent- 
ing places for meetings, food, telephone expense. I have had over 
$2,000 telephone expense that I have itemized, that 1 paid for myself, 
trying to get buildings built in various places, stop the Keesler Air 
Base from being disposed of, secure the reactivation of various camps 
in the State, and various other things. I was even called upon to 
prevail upon the Government to sell a parcel of property to the Epis- 
copal Church in Meridian. I had to go to Harry Vaughan to secure 
his aid for that. Every item of expense that has been paid out by me 
has been paid by check and there is.a record of it in your committee. 

Senator Hory. Were you advised as to how much money the com- 
mittee has raised for all purposes ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I never asked. Ido not,sir. I did not consider 
it any of my business and I still don’t. 

Senator Hory. All right, Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCietian. Mr. Hood, I did not quite understand how the 
arrangements were made with the Post Office Department in Wash- 
ington to work through your committee, through the Democratic com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Hoop. Well, Senator McClellan, I don’t know how these ar- 
rangements were made with the Post Office Department. 

Senator McCieitian. Did you have any conference with any of the 
Post Office Department officials about it? 

Mr. Hoop. On one occasion; yes, sir; but long after we were being 
asked for recommendations. 

At our conference with General Donaldson and Joe Lawlor on one 
occasion—lI first met Joe Lawlor in the committee offices and then 
I had a conference with General Donaldson and General Lawlor in 
the Post Office Department. It was a long time after we had been 
asked for recommendations of various kinds. 

Senator McCietnan. Do you remember about the time ? 

Mr. Hoop. Sir? 

Senator McCietitan. Do you remember about what time you had 
that conference ? 

Mr. Hoop. That I had the conference with General Donaldson and 
Mr. Lawlor? 

Senator McCievian. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. It was, I would say, in June or July; late June or July 
of 1950. 

Senator McCiettan. Of 1950? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 
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Senator McCieiian. At that time was there a discussion as to how 
you had been handling these matters and how you were to handle 
them / 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; there was a discussion. 

Senator McCie.tian. Will you give us the benefit of that discussion, 
or that conference ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Go ahead, please. 

Mr. Hoop. Sometime previous to this conference Bob Moore called 
me, and he got me at Summerville, S. C., where I was engaged in 
building a new lumber manufacturing plant. Bob told me that there 
had been serious charges made about the job selling in Mississippi. 

Senator McCietian. Did he tell you who had made those charges? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; he did not tell me, and he asked me if I could 
come to Washington for the purpose of discussing that with him, and 
with Bill Boyle, and with the Post Oftice Department. 

I told Bob that I would be glad to come, but could not come right 
there; as quick as I could arrange to get away I would come, and I did 
go some week or 2 weeks later, and that was my first idea of this. 

But I did discuss it quite at length with Gratz, the executive assist- 
ant to Mr. Boyle, and with Bob Moore, and then I saw Joe Lawler. 
We went over to the Post Office Department and discussed it with 
Joe Lawler and General Donaldson. 

I asked them to show me the specific charges that had been made. 
The General told me that would not be proper to show me the com- 
plaints, but that he would read excerpts from some of them, and 
there was, as I recall, two or three of those matters there. 

The General said that no investigation had been begun by his 
Department, and that he did not want to begin an investigation ; that 
it would be embarrassing to us and to the administration, but if there 
were matters that needed to be corrected, he wanted them corrected. 

He did read to me from one letter. He did not read me the signa- 
ture, but there was one letter written wherein it was alleged that a 
rural carrier at Coffeeville, Miss., had stated that he paid four, five, 
or six hundred dollars to somebody for his job. 

I asked Mr. Lawler and General Donaldson to tell me when that 
man was appointed, and they said they got his personnel file—this is 
a specific instance—and he was appointed in August of 1948, accord- 
ing to my recollection. In any event it was a date prior by many 
months to the time when I had ever signed any recommendations. 

So I made the statement, I said, “Apparently that charge, that spe- 
cific charge does not apply to me.” He said, “No, the Congressman 
must be involved in that; he probably made that recommendation.” I 
said, “Well, that specific item does not concern me.” 

So I was busy and I came back to Summerville and went to work, 
and did not hear much more about it until this blow-up. 

Senator McCietxan. In that particular instance the appointment 
was for an appointee who had been recommended by the Con- 
gressman ? 

Mr. Hoop. I did not know. I was relying on the information from 
the post office files. 

Senator McCietian. You don’t know? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I do not know who recommended him, except I 
was told he was recommended a long time before I began making 
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recommendations for anybody, and I did not see where it was any 
concern of mine if he paid $400 for a recommendation a year or so 
before I recommended anybody, I didn’t see it was any concern of 
mine. 

Senator McCLecian. Let’s get down to the cases now that have de- 
veloped since you have been personally identified with the movement. 

Mr. Hoop. All right; yes, sir. 

Senator McCietnan. What cases did they reveal to you at that 
time ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. There were only two or three cases, and they had no 
specific charges from anybody at that time, except the one that I am 
referring to, and that was Coffeeville, that was before I began making 
recommendations. 

Senator McCiettan. Where were the other two or three cases, as 
you can recall ? 

Mr. Hoop. General Donaldson described them as rumors, and no 
concrete evidence. 

Senator McCuetian. They had rumors of the situation ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. General Donaldson later told me, through 
Mr. Moore, that these matters were being brought to his attention by 
the members of the Mississippi delegation to Congress, because he 
did not consider them too seriously, because he knew ‘they were trying 
to get the patronage back. 

Senator McC.Le.Lan. General Donaldson told you that? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. Mr. Moore told me that. 

Senator McCietian. Mr. Moore told you that Donaldson had told 
him that? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. That he did not consider them serious because 
they came from Members of the Congress. 

Mr. Hoop. And in that discussion the matter of the postmastership 
at Tupelo was brought up, which was Congressman Rankin’s baili- 
wick, and where he came from, and Congressman Rankin’s brother, 
who was postmaster at Tupelo, and he died, and they wanted to keep 
the job in the family. 

Burdine T. B. Rankin, the nephew of Congressman Rankin, 
and the son of the postmaster who had died, came to see me, and asked 
me to help him with Congressman Rankin get the acting appointment. 
T had known Burdine a long time. He is a good boy. However, I 
did not think, though, that it would be smart for us to join with 
Congressman Rankin, with a recommendation from Congressman 
Rankin for his nephew. 

I have letters in the file I submitted to the committee from Burdine 
Rankin, in which he asked me to do all I could in connection with 
Uncle John to help him get this job. 

I did not go to Washington on that occasion. I was busy, but 

surdine Rankin did go to Washington and did see Forrest Jackson 

and Curtis Rogers, and it was determined that Burdine Rankin was 
not eligible for the job because he had not been getting his mail at 
Tupelo long enough. He had been over in Arkansas some place. 

; Bob Moore told me John Rankin called General Donaldson 
and had threatened the whole outfit with a congressional investigation 
unless Burdine Rankin got the job. Well, he did not get it, but 7 
reckon he will get it pretty quick now. 
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We recommended somebody else. We recommended for postmaster 
at Tupelo, Miss., a man named Robert Weaver, who is a grandson 
of an outstanding Mississippian, who is an outstanding man and a 

capable man, and ‘he i is not a Rankin man, and he did not pay anything 
for it, either. 

Senator McCie.an. Let’s get down to the discussion there in Wash- 
ington with General Donaldson and others. After you had been 
handling this patronage for some time when you did have a confer- 
ence with him, what was discussed then with reference to what you 
should do regarding these rumors, as to making an investigation of 
them, taking the precaution to see that nothing like that occurred 
here, or just “what were your plans? 

Mr. Hoop. I was not requested to do anything, Senator, and frankly, 
I did not pay too much attention to them, because I had been hearing 
charges of job selling all my life, and I had been told that if you got 
iu job you had to pay for it. I thought that nobody took it very 
seriously, and I did not consider it so. I am very, very sorry that T 
did not. 

Senator McCiettan. What do you mean, you did not take it serious- 
ly, that you did not believe such rumors to be true? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I did not. TI had no reason to believe it. 

Senator McCiettan. Or you just accepted that as a proper way to 
operate / 

Mr. Hoop. I did not accept it as a proper way to do anything, As 
I told you, sir, I knew nothing about politics, but I had heard charges 
some of which I have related to you, and T did not ner these 
charges of any significance and did not think anybody else did. 

Senator McCietian. You did not confer with the local committee 
here about it? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; we talked about it, and it was denied. I talked 
to Rogers, I talked to Jackson, and I talked to Mize, and they said 
there were no such things as anybody being forced to make any con- 
tributions, so I dismissed it from my mind. 

Senator McCietntan. The local committee, then, those upon whom 
you relied for information and the recommendations and endorse- 
ments that you gave, assured you that there wasn’t anything to it / 

Mr. Hoop. That is correct, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Do you regard their assurances to you as to 
how the thing was being conducted consistent with the testimony that 
you have heard given here? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; it was not. I have heard much perjured testi- 
mony here, I think some on each side, perhaps. 

Senator McCriettan. You think some on each side? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. I think some of the testimony is of such a 
nature that it is bound to be perjured on each side, some of it. 

Senator McCietnan. At any rate, there wasn’t any understanding 
or effort or agreement nor any action taken insofar as you know by the 
committee, or by yourself, to ascertain whether any of these charges 
were true, and to undertake to correct the situation / 

Mr. Hoop. Except in a very vague and general way, Senator. J 
did not have the funds of the Government, like Senator Eastland 
did, and send his private investigators down to investigate. Any 
investigation I would have made would have come out of my pocket. 
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understand that a man named Curlee, who is on Senator East- 
land’s payroll, the Government’s payroll, has been doing a lot of 
investigating down here, but I did not have anybody on the Govern- 
ment pay! roll to conduct any investigations. 

Senator McCietian. Well, now, I understand that, but you had 
accepted the responsibility of a politic al position ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I did not realize—— 

Senator McCietian. And to you apparently had been delegated 
authority or recognition that transcended that that was being affor ded 
to the elected representatives of the people, and therefore you had 
some obligation. 

Mr. Hoop. I had asked to be relieved of that obligation privately, 
publicly, and through the press, many months before, stating I wanted 
nothing else to do with politics. 

Senator McCietnan. What I was trying to determine for the 
record was, after they called you into W ‘ashington and you had the 
conference about conditions here and you were advised of the 
rumors—— 

Mr. Hoop. General Donaldson said he was satisfied, and when I 
left that conference I saw no reason why I should not be. He was 
head of the Post Office Department. 

Senator McC Leiian. He was satisfied ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiet.tan. That the rumors were without foundation, 
and therefore—— 

Mr. Hoop. He said he was satisfied with the explanation, and that 
we had nothing to do with the one specific charge, and I saw no reason 
why I should hire investigators to investigate. As I say, I had none 
on the Government payroll to investigate for me. 

Senator McCie tian. Did you know at that time that the commit- 
tee down here, the manner in which it was operating was such as to 
give the impression, at least, if not the direct implication, to applicants 
that they would be expected to make a contribution, or if they did not 
make a contribution they likely would not get the appointment, or 
get your recommendation ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I did not know it then, nor do I know it now 
from testimony I heard yesterday. I know of no reason why I should 
believe any part of any testimony that is contradicted by other people, 
simply because it is favorable to the way the investigation is being 
conducted. 

Senator McCietian. You then take the position that indicates 
that sent jobs were actually sold—and I cannot use any other term 
for it, if you make a contribution and you get the job, and if you 
don make the contribution you don’t get the job—the testimony in 
some instances indicates that quite strongly—and you take the posi- 
tion that you do not believe any of that testimony ? 

Mr. Hoop. I did not say that, Senator . I said I knew of no reason 
why with this conflicting testimony I should believe the testimony 
that was detrimental to my crowd, rather than in favor of the other 
crowd politically. There was no reason for me to draw that conclu- 
sion. 

Senator McCre.ian. Do you draw the other conclusion ? 

Mr. Hoop. I have drawn no conclusion, sir. I have listened to the 
testimony and, like I said, I think some of it has been perjured. 
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Senator McCietzan. You have not been impressed in either way, 
except to think some has been perjured on both sides? 

Mr. Hoop. That is my impression; yes, sir. I have been told a lot 
of things about this, of course. 

I have been told that one of the post office inspectors beat up 
physically a man named Sullivan, and caused him to have a heart 
attack, or high blood pressure attack and stroke, because this man 
Sullivan would not sign a statement for the investigator that he had 
paid somebody for a job. 

I do not know whether it is true or not, but it could be determined, 
if you want to determine it. 

Senator McCietnan. Let’s see if we can get that identified, so we 
can inquire into it, because I know that no member of the committee 
would—— 

Mr. Hoop. I did not say the committee. I said a postal inspector. 

Senator McCreinzan. I know you did, but the committee had some 
responsibility. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; I understand that. 

Senator McCue ian. If they are conducting themselves that way 
they do not belong in the positions they hold, according to my view. 

Mr. Hoop. I agree with you. 

Senator MoCiet.an. I am just as interested in finding out if any- 
thing is going wrong in that regard, as I am—— 

Mr. Hoop. I would like to appeal to your sense of fairness, Senator. 
Right now we are in the minority. We have made a fight, but there 
is a political gang in Mississippi that has controlled the political and 
economic destiny in the State of Mississippi. You gentlemen are 
the victims of the influence and power of that gang. 

Anybody who dares to oppose that gang in Mississippi today would 
be smeared, vilified, and anything in the world would be done to him 
that can be done. 

Senator McCriernan. In all fairness, I am not interested in the 
different factions in Mississippi. 

Mr. Hoop. There are no factions in Mississippi today. We don’t 
have a two party State. We used to have a two faction State, but we 
have got one Senator, and every Member of Congress does what that 
Senator tells him to do; there is nobody denies him anything in this 
State. 

Senator McCrerian. That is not what the committee is par- 
ticularly interested in. 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I did not think so. 

Senator McCre ian. Well, now, if you want to be smart about 
it 

Mr. Hoop. Senator, I did not mean it that way, sir. 

Senator McCrerian. But what I mean is that you have indi- 

cated here that you have information of some post office inspector 
the at has resorted to third degree treatment of a prospective wit- 
ness 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrerian (continuing). Regarding the sale of a job. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCuentan (continuing). And—— 

Mr. Hoop. The man’s name is—— 
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Senator McCLeLian (continuing). All I am trying to do is to 
ask you to give us that information for the record. Name him and 
name the party that was the victim of his acts. 

Mr. Hoop. All right. Will you give me just one second, please ? 

Senator McCretxian. I will be glad to. 

(There was a brief interruption.) 

Senator Hory. The committee will come to order. 

Senator McCretian. All right, Mr. Hood, are you prepared now 
to give the committee the information, the names of the parties in- 
volved in this i oo ident that you have referred to? 

Mr. Hoop. I am, sir. 

Senator McCrietian. Will you do so? 

Mr. Hoop. The man’s name is James F. Sullivan. 

Senator McCiettan. Which one is that, is that the post office in- 
spector ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir, that is the man that was beaten up and sent to 
the veterans’ hospital by the two post office inspectors, because he would 
not perjure himself and give a statement that he paid somebody for 
a job. 

Senator McCietstan. All right. 

Mr. Hoop. According to my information. 

Senator McCietian. All right.. Who were the inspectors ? 

Mr. Hoop. One of them was named Simms, and the other one was 
Jernigan. 

Senator McCiettan. You do not have their first names 4 

Mr. Hoop. They are postal inspectors. I imagine they can be identi- 
fied by those names. 

Senator McCietian. Yes, we can find out who they are. At what 
post office ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know any of the details, other than I am told 
they asked the man to make certain statements about buying a job, or 
selling a job, and he told them he knew nothing of it, and a physical 
controversy arose as a result of that contact, and this man was sent to 
the veterans’ hospital. 

Senator McCiettan. Do I understand you to say the man’s name 
is Sullivan? 

Mr. Hoop. James F. Sullivan. 

Senator McCieLitan. Where does he live? 

Mr. Hoop. He is a Baptist minister, I understand. 

Senator McCiei.an. Here in the State? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir: in Mississippi. 

Senator McCiettan. When is the incident supposed to have 
occurred, according to your information ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know, Senator. I did not make any investiga- 
tion of that, either. 

Senator McCieiian. In other words, you are just repeating some- 
thing you have heard that you have not investigated ? 

Mr. Hoop. That is correct, sir. I do not know it to be true. but I 
am told on what I consider to be reliable authority, and I am asking 
the committee to please investigate and see if it is true. 

Senator McCietnan. That is why, as one of the members of the 
committee, I am interested in trying to find out if it is true, because 
; think it is just as reprehensible as some other things testified to 
ere. 
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Mr. Hoop. I am also told, and I don’t know this to be true, that 
the man Watson, the star witness here yesterday, the Navy veteran 
who related this involved affair of these things that he has done, has 
bought this and that and the other, I am told that Mr. Watson is 
drawing a psycho compensation, and that perhaps he has had some 
hallucinations. I don’t know if that is true, but that is another matter 
I would like the committee to investigate. 

Senator McCLe.t.an. I make the suggestion to you that it is not the 
purpose of this hearing to tr Vv to drag evel ‘ybody’ shame in that we can 
find on hearsay evidence, and I do think before you make these state- 
ments before this public audience, and on the radio, I believe we are 
on the air, that there ought to be at least some assurance that has a pos- 
sibility of being the truth, at least. 

We ought not to go ahead and smear anybody, or bring their name 
in without good reason for it. We try to get at the truth down here 
of these things that have occurred, or are alleged to have occurred, and 
primarily I would rather confine our efforts and our testimony to the 
things that are actually involved here. 

But when you mention a post office inspector or inspectors having 
assaulted a man because he would not give them a statement in the 
language they wanted it, why, I think that becomes a matter of con- 
cern to this committee, because it would affect the political stiuation 
that we are looking into. 

Mr. Hoop. Thank you, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. But to charge somebody with having a 
nervous disease, or something else, without foundation, I don’t think 
that is quite proper, and I think you might omit such things as that, 
unless you knew what you are t talking about. 

Now, let us proceed a little further. In your conference with 
General Donaldson and others on that occasion, was there any definite 
agreement then that no post office appointments would be made except 
upon your recommendation as representing your position here as 
national committeeman for the State of Mississippi ? 

Mr. Hoop. What was that / 

Senator McCietitan. Was there any understanding at that time 
when you had this conference with General Donaldson and others 
in Washington, that all recommendations that they would 
recognize- 

Mr. Hoop. Would be made by me; ves, sir. 

Senator McCieiian (continuing). Would be made by you? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLe.xian. In other words, you became the sole aut hority, 
or source down here, for the Post Office Department to be guided by, 
as to recommendations upon which they might make appointments / 

Mr. Hoop. I told General Donaldson at that conference that I was 
out of the State much of the time and it was impossible for me to 
investigate all recommendations that were made. I had very little 
time to deyote to it, but that if anything came to my attention that 
1 thought was irregular I would investigate it. 

Senator McCienian. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. But he knew that I was away from the State, and J 
told him. 
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Senator McCieittan. What I am trying to determine is, there was 
a definite agreement, as I understand the situation, at that time which 
confirmed the practice that had preceded before, that all post office 
appointments on rural-mail jobs, and so forth, were to be made in 
Mississippi solely upon your recommendation. 

Now, when I say “upon your reocmmendation,” IT mean you were 
the official source or authoritative source from which the Post Office 
Department was going to get recommendations. 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know that there was any specific agreement made 
there that day about anything, other than the general said he was 
satisfied about these charges, and I did ask him this question, and 
Forrest Jackson can bear me out, I asked him this, I said, “General, 
if somebody in a remote section of the State were to recommend some- 
body to me, I would recommend him to you, and if it were to be shown 
that this man possibly had promised something for a job,” I said, 
“Could I be responsible for the actions of anybody that would come 
along?” He said, “Definitely not.” 

Senator McCietian. I can understand that. No one could expect 
you to be. 

Mr. Hoon. And I said, “Then, if I am going to be, I would much 
rather quit. I want to get out of it anyhow.” 

Senator McCietnan. I am trying to develop the pattern here, as 
to how this whole situation arose, and what it grew out of, as I 
thought possibly when you had that conference there was the under- 
standing that you were to make the recommendations for these posi- 
tions, and that a recommendation from you would represent the sen- 
timents, I assume of the Democratic committee here in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Hoop. That is right; yes, sir. 

Senator McCietxian. In other words, they were all to be channeled 
through you to the Department, the Post Office Department ? 

Mr. Hoop. That is correct, sir. 

Senator McCrecian. That is what I thought. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. Now, let’s get down to these later develop- 
ments, these most recent incidents that were testified to here last 
night regarding the setting up of OPS jobs over the State. Do you 
know anything about that? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir, _ I know this about the OPS. Bob Moore called 
me at Summerville, S. C. Bob was the assistant to the chairman in 
charge of patronage matters, and he asked me to recommend some- 
body as regional director for OPS in Mississippi 

I said, “Bob, how much time can I have?” i said, “Well, it is 
important that we get this recommendation in as quick as possible.” 
I said, “You know I am out of the State, and I would like to have a 
day or two to think the matter over. I will have to consult with our 
friends. It is an important job and you want a man who is capable.” 

He said, “Take 24 or 48 hours and give us a recommendation as 
soon as possible.” I called him back in 24 or 48 hours and told him we 
were not going to submit the name of one person, but that we were 
going to submit the names of several persons, because we thought it 
was a job of particular importance, and that we would rather not 
go on record as confining the recommendation to one man. 

So we submitted the names of several people, included among whom 
was Aaron Byrd, whom the agency themselves investigated and se- 
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lected from the names of several people, and he was appointed as 
regional director. 

Ve recommended him for more than one reason. One was because 
of his experience in OPA as an executive during World War II. The 
second was because of his political affiliations. He was a man who 
had been prominent politically in the State, and we thought it would 
be well to have him on our side. I understood that he thought as a 
Democrat, that he believed in the Democratic Jeffersonian form of 
government. 

But we did not insist on Mr. Byrd being appointed. We submitted 
the name of the former mayor of Biloxi, and we submitted several 
names, and the Department themselves selected Mr. Byrd as the best 
qualified man from the several names that we submitted. 

And that is all I know about OPS in Mississippi or anywhere else. 

Senator McCietian. You have no knowledge of the procedures 
that were being followed as testified to here last night ? 

Mr. Hoop. None whatsoever ; no, sir. 

Senator McCietxan. I am talking about your personal knowledge, 
because I can appreciate that maybe many things could happen here 
that you would not know about. 

Mr. Hoop. I knew nothing of this alleged OPS situation until I read 
in the papers Senator Eastland’s charges before the Senate, other than 
what I related about my recommendation of Aaron Byrd, and I say 
this, I never had seen Aaron Byrd prior to the time he was appointe nd, 
and I have seen him on only one occasion since that time for a few 
short minutes. 

Wait, I want to come back, please. I did do something else about 
OPS. I recommended the dismissal of Frank Mayerhotf, who han- 
dled the States rights publicity during the campaign, who was ap- 
pointed by somebody as State information officer, and I recommended 
his dismissal to Mr. Byrd, and to Donald Dawson, and to Bill Boyle, 
and he was dismissed. 

That is all I know about OPS. 

Senator McCietian. Yes. Well, what I wanted to ascertain—— 

Mr. Hoop. That was purely on political reasons. I don’t know Mr. 
Mayerhoff. 

Senator McCietitan. Do you have any knowledge or information 
you can give the committee as to who instigated and inspired this 
effort to go around over the State hurriedly and set up county 
supervisors ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. Senator, you know just as much as I do about that. 
Please, sir, I am not trying to be facetious. 

Senator McCrecian. I can appreciate maybe that you do not know. 

am simply trying to get the truth for this record. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCieian. I do want to know, though, who inspired it, if 
1 can find out. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. Iam sorry. I don’t know. 

Senator McCie.tian. This procedure which was apparently pre- 
mature in its inception, and not exactly regular if it was conducted as 
indicated by the testimony here last night, ‘and I could well appreciate 
that maybe you had no knowledge about it, but I did want to find out. 

Mr. Hoop. Senator, I have no knowledge. 
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Senator McCieLttan. Because someone here through this committee 
obviously initiated that proceeding that occurred, and I don’t know 
whether you did know, and if you did not, then all I want you to do 
is to say you knew nothing about it. I do want to find out about it. 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know anything about it. 

Senator McCietxan. There are some aspects that are unpleasant to 
contemplate, as I view them. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLeiian. So this testimony that we have heard about 
that is all news to you? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLe.tan. You were not conferred with about it by the 
committee in any way? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.tLan. Or any member of the committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. Directly or indirectly by anybody. I knew nothing. 

Senator McCiectan. How long has it been since you attended a 
meeting of the committee ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. Unless you count informal meetings with various mem- 
bers of the committee at the time of the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner 
on the 24th—I assume most of the committee was present here then— 
I would say it had been shortly before then. 

Senator McCietian. As I recall, you have been relieved of your 
position as national committeeman. 

Mr. Hoop. So I have read in the papers. I have had no official no- 
tification on it. I understand a trade was made and I was relieved, 
but I have manifested no particular concern. 

Senator McCieLtitan. Were you officially notified of your appoint- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. By J. Howard McGrath by telephone. 

Senator McCietian. Were you notified by him as chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee? 

Mr. Hoop. And further by letter from Mr. Boyle for the committee 
in Washington, at which Governor Snyder and his associates were ex- 
punged and I had a letter then appointing me as acting national com- 
mitteeman. I have never had any official notice that I have been 
relieved, but the press, including Fulton Lewis, Jr., Walter Winchell, 
and Drew Pearson have said that I was relieved because of those 
charges. 

Senator McCiexxan. I am just trying to get the facts in the record. 
You have had no notification of your dismissal ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator McCriennan. From the sources that gave you the recogni- 
tion and the appointment ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.iian. Has a successor been appointed, so far as you 
know 4 

Mr. Hoop. I know nothing about that, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Have you been in conference with them as 
vet ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. Any members of the national committee with 
whom you have previously conferred ¢ 
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Mr. Hoop. T have had conferences with Acey Carraway over the 
telephone since that time. Acey has left the committee, he is no 
longer with the committee, so I would not consider him any official. 

Senator McCretitan. You have had no official conferences ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator McCuetian. They have not notified you to advise you why 
you were relieved, if you were relieved ? 

Mr. Hoop. I haven’t asked them for any information and they 
haven't given me any. 

Senator McCietian. That is all T have. 

Senator Munpr. Continuing that line of inquiry for just a moment, 
Mr. Hood, is it a correct statement of fact that you have not had any 
conference or communication, either in person or by writing or over 
the telephone, with anybody in authority in W ashington since you 
have read in the paper that, presumably, you have been dismissed 

Mr. Hoop. I said I have had no conference with anyone in the 
Democratic committee since the reporters met me at the airport in 
Charleston, S. C., the night of February 27 and told me Mr. Boyle 
announced T had been ee following Senator Eastland’s charges. 

Senator Munpr. That came from the national committee. Have 
vou had any conferences scith anybody in the Post Office Department ? 

Mr. Hoop. I have had no conferences with anybody in the Post 
Office Department; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Would the same thing—— 

Mr. Hoop. About the Post Office Department ? 

Senator Munpr. About the Post Office Department. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. I have had no conversations with anyone in 
the Post Office Department. Are you including everybody in Wash- 
ington in that question ? 

Senator Munpr. [Lam going to before I am through. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Have you had any correspondence, personal con- 
versation or telephone conversations, telephone calls ? 

Mr. Hoop. With whom ? 

Senator Munpr. Let us go back. 

Mr. Hoop. I have covered the Post Office Department and members 
of the National Democratic Committee. I am not going to perjure 
inyself, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. Your answer is in the negative / 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Let me ask you the same question concerning any- 
body in the White House. I would think you would know that your- 
self. 

Mr. Hoop. What is that, sir? 

Senator Munpr. I would think you would know the answer to that 
personally. 

Mr. Hoop. I know the answer and when I answer it it will be cor- 
rect, but I can wait a moment to answer, can’t I ¢ 

Senator Munpr. Yes, surely. 

Senator McCietnan. Mr. Chairman, I should like the record 
show that Mr. Hood is conferring with Mr. Dillon, | 

penator ee The record will show that Mr. Paul Dillon is attor- 
ney for Mr. Hood and they will be granted permission to confer. 

Mr. Aoki i would like to state that I knew nothing—I couldn't 
have known anything about it at all. 1 didn’t know whether he had 
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conferred, had conferred with anybody. I have not been in confer- 
ence with anybody in any way. So I told Mr. Hood to tell every- 
thing, who it was, not bother to protect anybody ; just give everything 
right out to this committee. 

‘Senator McCrettan. All I wanted to do was to keep this record 
straight and when a witness does have an attorney to counsel with 
1 want the record to show that. That is all. 

Mr. Ditton. I am the attorney for Mr. Hood. He requested me 
to come down and represent him. 

Senator Munpr. All right. Mr. Hood, you have had your confer- 
ence with your attorney and now I will repeat my question. Have you 
had any conference or any communication or any telephone calls with 
anybody in the White House since you first read in the paper that you 
have been dismissed from the committee as national committeeman ? 

Mr. Hoop. I have had no conference with anybody in the White 
House; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why do you emphasize the word “conference” ? 

Mr. Hoop. I am quite sure. I have had a number of telephone calls 
from people. I had a telephone call that purported to come from 
Donald Dawson. I don’t know whether it was from Don or not, 
I wouldn't swear whether it was Don or not, but I had a telephone 
call that purported to come from Donald Dawson. 

Senator Munpr. On the question of your dismissal ? 

Mr. Hoop. Sir? 

Senator Munpr. On the question of your dismissal ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; the question of my dismissal was not mentioned. 

Senator Munpr. Those telephone calls from Mr. Dawson would be 
since your dismissal ? 

Mr. Hoop. I would say that the call from Mr. Dawson—it purported 
to come from Mr. Dawson. 

Senator Munpr. You never said anything to Mr. Dawson in which 
you were seeking advice ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. This call came from him, they said it was from 
Mr. Dawson. He said he was going to come west and he wanted to 
know if I could come down for a trip and I sent a — to Mr. 
Dawson at the White House that I couldn’t come. I don’t know 
whether it came from Mr. Dawson or not. I had crank calls since 
this thing came up. I had one from Columbus stating that testimony 
was going to be introduced that Donald Dawson had obtained a 

$5,000,000 loan, an RFC loan of $5,000,000 for me and he wanted to 
confer with me. I haven’t talked to Mr. Dawson enough times in my 
life to know his voice over the telephone. 

Senator Munpr. You say that Mr. Dawson has called you about 
RFC? 

Mr. Hoop. No; Mr. Dawson has not called me about RFC. I did 
not say that Mr. Dawson has called me about RFC. He has never 
called me about an RFC loan in my life. 

Senator Munpr. Whom have you conferred with in the city of 
Washington since you have been unofficially notified ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I talked to Glen Boehm several times. I know that I 
have. I know his voice. 

Senator Munpr. Have you talked to him about it? 

Mr. Hoop. I asked him why he thought the action was taken, that 
is about all, and he said he didn’t know. 





fer- 
ery- 
ling 


cord 
vith 


. me 


fer- 
you 
vith 
you 
an ¢ 
hite 


1 be 
rted 
hich 


rom 
d to 
Mr. 
LOW 
ince 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 335 


Senator Munpr. He was in doubt ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; except that it was as the result of these charges 
of Senators Eastland and Stennis. 

Senator Munpr. Have you talked to anyone else in Washington? 

Mr. Hoop. Not that I recall, sir. I don’t know, honestly, Senator. 
If I knew that this call was from Don Dawson I would tell you. I 
don’t know; but I did send him a telegram stating that I couldn’t go. 

Senator Munpr. Now, let us go back to the beginning a little bit. 
I am not sure I got the name of ‘the man whom you said came to you 
and asked you to serve as committeeman / 

Mr. Hoop. Mr. Dowling. 

Senator Munpr. What was his position ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know, except he said that he made a trip on the 
President’s campaign train and he was a friend of the national com- 
mittee, so he said. I know he was because I have seen him there many 
times since and I assume he still is. 

Senator Munpr. Was it largely on his advice and request that you 
finally accepted the position ? 

Mr. Hoop. Sir? 

Senator Munpr. Was it largely at his instigation that you accepted 
the position ? 

Mr. Hoop. I couldn’t say that he influenced me to any extent to 
accept, about accepting it; no, sir. It was a matter that I talked over 
with my wife and my father and my business associates. It was a 
serious thing to me because we were in the minority. I knew I was 
going to be abused and villified and called a carpetbagger and every- 
thing else in the world if I did accept it and I finally decided it was 
the right thing to do and accepted it. The President had a right to 
have his name on the ticket and have the people vote for him in 
Mississippi and I figured that was my duty and obligation. 

Senator Munpr. Could you name any other individuals that might 
have influenced you more than Mr. Dowling to accept the position / 

Mr. Hoop. I talked to Judge Dillon about it on the telephone. 

Senator Munpr. And he urged you to accept the position / 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir, he told me I would be a damn fool if I ac- 
cepted it and he was right. 

Senator Munpr. I am trying to find out if there was anybody that 
influenced you other than Dowling. Apparently Judge Dillon in- 
fluenced you the other way. 

Mr. Hoop. I think my wife advised me to accept it. She told me 
to do it; she told me it was the right thing to do. My father aariaed 
me against it because he did not believe in the things that the Na- 
tional Democratic Party believed in. I don’t believe in all of them; 
some of them I did. 

Senator Munpr. Had you known Mr. Donald Dawson prior to that 
time? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir, not prior to that time. I met Donald Dawson 
after that time. I knew Matthew Connolly before that time. 

Senator Munpr. What arrangement did you work out with Mr. 
Donald Dawson for approving the recommendations that you sent 
up to Washington ? 

Mr. Hoop. I first met Dawson in connection with this fight of 
Senator Stennis in his unsuccessful efforts to remove Chester Sum- 
ners. Senator McGrath went with Senator Stennis to the White House 
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to see the President and Senator Stennis begged the President— 
and I have a letter to that effect signed by Senator Stennis—to ap- 
point Judge Coleman and Senator McGrath agreed with him; he 
thought it would be in the interest of harmony. 

Senator Munpr. You told us about that. 

Mr. Hoop. That was the first occasion that I asked Don Dawson 
and Don stood in there with me against Senator Stennis and Senator 
McGrath and we were successful in keeping Chester Sumners in 
there up until now. 

Senator Munpr. I am asking you to tell me what arrangements you 
worked out with Donald Dawson for approving recommendations ? 

Mr. Hoop. I have never worked out any arrangement. If I had 
any problem T would talk to him. Sometimes he could and some- 
times he couldn't. 

Senator Munpr. And any arrangement you worked out with Daw- 
son carried weight ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. I didn’t go to him to get him to support Mr. 
Witherspoon as United States attorney—as assistant United States 
attorney. 

Senator Munpr. Would you contact Mr. Dawson in connection 
with postal appointments? 

Mr. Hoop. On a few occasions by letter, by telegram or some other 
way. As I understood the procedure, that the final postmaster ’s ap- 
pointments were made by the President, sent to the Senate and the 
Senate acted on them and on one or two occasions Mr. Dawson wrote 
me and gave me some information that certain appointments had 
gone over to the Senate, where they promptly kicked them back, they 
would not confirm them. 

Senator Munpr. How would you handle it?) Who would you take 
the recommendations where you wanted to get a postal appointment ? 
To the White House to Mr. Dawson, or to the Postal Department ? 

Mr. Hoon, I don’t think IT ever made any recommendations for post 
office employees direct to the White House. I had them all handled 
er a the Post Office Department and then to the White House, as 

I understand the procedure. 

Senator Munpr. You never made any recommendations concerning 
postal appointments, then, direct to Donald Dawson ? 

Mr. Hoop. Not formal appointments. I may have discussed certain 
appointments in the Post Office Department with him. 

Senator Munpr. You never made any recommendations direct to 
Mr. Dawson ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know, Senator. I may have written to him. If 
I did the letters are in the files. 

Senator Munpr. I am trying to find out which way you did it. Tf 
you did it both ways, how did you determine which ones you would 
handle directly and which ones you determined ought to go through 
the White House? How did you do it and why? Inthe normal way 
it would go through the Postal Department. 

Mr. Hoop. I think it went through the Post Office Department. 
There were a few cases we wanted to appoint an acting postmaster, 
we wanted to replace them, change them with some other acting post- 
master, and on those occasions IT am reasonably sure that we handled 
them directly with Mr. Dawson and they were out. 

Senator Munvt. Why did you handle those through Mr. Dawson? 
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Mr. Hoop. I thought it was the way to do it. 

Senator Munpr. You must have some reason for deviating from 
your routine when you went to Mr. Dawson ? 

Mr. Hoop. Well, I expect I have to have some substitute. I didn’t 
know whether that was the normal practice under particular circum- 
stances to ask the Postal Department to replace certain postmasters 
with others, with an acting postmaster. 

Senator Munpr. It was an attempt to get the Postal Department 
to do something for political reasons whic +h norm: lly you would not 
expect the Postal Department to do, isn’t that it? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know, sir. I mean I had to have some help, y« 
sir. 

Senator Munpr. You had to have it because you wanted to get them 
to do something in the Post Office Department that you knew in the 
interest of efficiency they would not be apt to comply with, isn’t that 
right? If you want to be frank with ws, tell us. We are trying to 
get the facts. 

Mr. Hoop. I never did anything that I considered illegal, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. Lam not talking about illegal. ‘There are all kinds 
of things in the book of rules which are not illegal. I want to find 
out what you are doing. You are not a politician but it seems to me 
you were handling them like a professional politician. What was 
your reason ¢ You say you did not. You know you did and I know 
you did. We both know at times that you took cases up to Mr. Daw- 
son that you thought would not be or could not be handled through the 
Post Office Department. 

Mr. Hoop. I think that the recommendations had already been made 
to the Post Office Department and we asked Mr. Dawson to assist us 
in expediting the handling of it. 

Senator Munpr. What working arrangement had you developed 
vith Mr. Harry Vaughan in handling matters in Washington / 

Mr. Hoop. What working arrangements? 

Senator Munpr. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. None. 

Senator Munpr. I thought you mentioned him name. 

Mr. Hoop. I knew Mr. Vaughan before this. 

Senator Munpr. You testified he was able to get something through 
for you. 

Mr. Hoop. The only thing T had Harry Vaughan get through for 
me was help me to get a piece of land in Meridian, Miss.. that belonged 
to the Government, getting it sold to the Episcopal Chureh in 
Meridian. 

Senator Munpr. That is the only time you ever contacted Harry 
Vaughan on a matter of politics? 

Mr. Hoop. I have asked him to help me at times. 

Senator Munpr. What others? 

Mr. Hoop. I asked him about matters pertaining to the Army that 
I know he knew something about. 

Senator Munpr. In what connection ? 

Mr. Hoop. On one occasion T had a man that wanted a permanent 
commission in the Army; he had a temporary commission and he 
wanted a permanent commission and I asked General Vaughan if he 
could help me in any way. 

Senator Munpr. Did he do it ? 
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Mr. Hoop. He said he would help me if he could legally do so. 

Senator Munpr. Did he get it done? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; he did not get it done at that time. Senator 
Eastland and Senator Stennis were also trying to get it for the same 
man. 

Senator Munpr. What else did you ask him to do for you? We 
have got two items now. One was that commission matter and the 
other was the sale of property. 

Mr. Hoop. What else have I asked General Vaughan to help me 
with ? 

Senator Munpr. Yes; in your capacity as political leader. 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know how to distinguish where I stop being one 
thing and start being another thing. 

Senator Munpr. It is hard work. It is very difficult for us to do, 
IT am asking you. 

Mr. Hoon.’ I talked to General V aughan on several oceasions. I just 
did not make a habit of seeing him every time I went to Washington 
by any chance. 

Senator Munpr. Your attorney wants to talk to you. 

Mr. Hoop. I talked to him about business matters and I talked to 
him about political matters. 

Senator Munpr. The political matters were mostly in connnection 
with your position with the—were concerned with the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. The business matters that you talked about con- 
cerned the Mississippi Democratic Committee or personal business ? 

Mr. Hoop. Mostly. The matter I talked about before, I considered 
that a political matter because I thought it was good wiil, the matter 
about the church. 

Senator Munpr. You were talking business / 

Mr. Hoop. Mostly; yes. 

Senator Munpr. Were they business matters in which the com- 
mittee was involved ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think I have ever talked to General Vaughan 
about business matters in which the committee was involved. 

Senator Munpr. Personal business matters? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Are they matters which you prefer not to discuss 
with our committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. Sir? 

Senator Munpr. Are they matters that you prefer not to discuss 
with our committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. I have no objection to discussing any matter with your 
committee that I have been involved in since I became connected with 
politics or before. 

Senator Munpr. I did not want to ask you something that might 
embarrass you. 

Mr. Hoop. No sir; there is nothing embarrassing. I will answer 
any question you want me to. 

Senator Munpr. Well, now, will you proceed with your business 
talks with General Vaughan? 

Mr. Hoop. On one occasion I had a contract—this is years prior 
to my participation in polities, I am sure it was—I had a contract 
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with the Army engineers to furnish certain cross ties to be used by 
the military railroads in Korea. I secured that contract by com- 
petitive bidding. I was the low and successful bidder. General 
Vaughan had nothing to do with my getting the contract. I would 
like for that to be included. 

Senator Munpr. Why did you mention him in connection with that 
contract ? 

Mr. Hoop. We overproduced on the contract. There was a time 
element involved; they wanted to lay the tracks; there was a dead 
line. We over produced it some 70,000 pieces. The tie was of such a 
size that it had very little commercial value for any other purpose. 

I recall asking General Vaughan if he could assist me in having 
the requisition raised to include those cross ties and that is all there 
was to it. I paid him no fee for it. 

Senator Munpr. Did you get the job done? 

Mr. Hoop. I got the job done, but not through General Vaughan. 
Senator James O. Eastland got the job done for me. 

Senator Munpr. Any other business connections with Mr. Vaughan ? 
Mr. Hoop. I think on one occasion I asked General Vaughan’s ad- 
vice about the possibility of that procedure of getting the business 
through ECA in regard to lumber and wood products but he never 

got me in and he didn’t know anything about it. 

Senator Munpr. Anything else? 

Mr. Hoop. That is all I remember, Senator. I am trying to answer 
the question truthfully. 

Senator Munpr. Surely. I think you are. 

Mr. Hoop. There may have been other occasions that I do not recall, 
but if there is any correspondence there it is in the files. 

Senator Munpr. You testified that the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee never paid the $80,000 quota ? 

Mr. Hoop. They did not pay it to my knowledge. 

Senator Munpr. Did they pay any of it? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think so. 

Senator Munpr. During the time you were chairman of that com- 
mittee was any money 

Mr. Hoop. I never was chairman of that committee. 

Senator Munpr. Of the national committee? 

Mr. Hoop. My position is I never was a member of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee. 

Senator Munpr. Your name was on the letterhead of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee. 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. It is only as national committeeman. 

Senator Munpr. Yes. I say it is on the letterhead. 

Mr. Hoop. As national committeeman. 

Senator Munpr. As national committeeman ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. My point is I was a member of the national com- 
mittee. 

Senator Munpr. I misspoke myself. You were a member of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think so. 

Senator Munpr. You were national committeeman ? 

Mr. Mert Representing the Mississippi group on the national com- 
mittee; as I understand it, there is a distinct difference. 
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Senator Munpr. Then let us say that you do consider your position 
as national committeeman. Would you say that you do consider 
your position as national committeeman, within the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Party, as having no connection whatsover with the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. I would say that I was not a member of the Mississipi 
Democratic Committee according to my interpretation of it. I was 
never elected as a member of the committee. I was selected as a 
national committeeman to represent the Mississippi committee im 
the national committee. I thought that I was a national committee- 
man. 

Senator Munpr. I just wanted to straighten it out because I saw 
your name on the letterhead, so that I thought there must be some 
connection ; but so far as you know the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
nuttee never paid any money to the national committee, in which you 
happen to be national committeeman ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I had knowledge of them offering some money to the 
national committee. 

Senator Munpr. How much did they offer? 

Mr. oe Several thousand dollars. I don’t know how much it 
was. I didn’t have the check. It was a check carried to Washington 
and it was tendered to Acey Carraway, or Bill Boyle in my presence 
and Boyle said, “You boys need the money more than we do, we have 
no debts now, that is all you have got. Go fight in Mississippi. The 
legislature passed a law to put us in jail if we contended we were 
Democrats” and they wanted us to test it in the courts and gave the 
money back and they said to see that every penny was used for that 
purpose. 

Senator Munpr. To the best of your knowledge ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. To my knowledge they never did in the national com- 
mittee in fact, but we do want to go on record as saying that they did 
to Acey Carraway. 

Senator Munpr. But ultimately you do not know the breakdown of 
the money. You were interested in knowing what happened to the 
many thousands of dollars contributed to the committee, to its various 
members and to the treasurer and I would like to interrogate you on 
it. Tam trying to find out the true figures about it. As the regularly 
appointed committeeman on the national committee from Mississippi, 
what can you tell us in regard to that ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. You mean only 

Senator Munpr. All money, is what I am trying to find out. 

Mr. Hoop. And the national committee ? 

Senator Munpr. Right. 

Mr. Hoop. The committee has reimbursed me on several occasions 
for expenses that I spent, but there is a bank record. 

Senator Munpr. That was, you said, reimbursement for expendi- 
tures ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, and they are still $13,000 behind on it. 

Senator Munpr. To the best of your knowledge the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee never received any money—never accepted any 
money from the Mississippi Democratic Committee ¢ - 

Mr. Hoop. To my knowledge they never accepted any money from 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee, but it was offered them in my 
presence on one occasion and I told you they turned it down. 
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Senator Munpr. You were ill in the hospiti al, you said, for a month 
or two and you were living in South Carolina for part of the time 
that you served as Democratic national committeeman for Mississippi / 

Mr. Hoop. I was. 

Senator Munpr. You said further that the letters of recommenda- 
tion were typed in the office of the committee and sent to you for your 
signature. Did you ever authorize anybody else to sign your name to 
any letters of recommendation ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I never authorized anybody to sign my name. I think it 
was signed on a few occasions and I did not like it. 

Senator Munpr. Who do you think signed it ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Can you make any eee like you did about 
the fellow who was beaten up by postal inspectors 

Mr. Hoop. I had no reason for making any serious objections. I did 
not particularly like it; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. How many times do you think it happened ? 

Mr. Hoop, I don’t know how many times it happened. I think it 
happened a time or two that it came to my knowledge. 

Senator Munpr. Would you say it happened fewer than half a dozen 
times? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know. I don’t know if it happened at all. 

Senator Munpr. You are a substantial businessman, Mr. Hood, and 
as far as I know a very reputable citizen of Mississippi. 

Mr. Hoop. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I would think you would be greatly concerned with 
anybody signing your name without authorization to any communica- 
tion and, certainly, you had suspicions in that connection. I think you 
would at least know whether you suspected that it happened once, 
twice, 10 times or a hundred times. You should have some idea of how 
many times you suspected it might have happened. 

Mr. Hoop. Senator, I have explained that from the 1st of Novem- 
ber through January I was in St. Joseph’s Hospital in Meridian with 
a serious heart condition. 

Senator Munpr. I understand. 

Mr. Hoop. I went to Washington on that first trip out of the 
house on the occasion of the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner in the 
spring and I had a relapse there and was carried to Doctor’s Hospital, 
where I stayed for some further time, in Washington. I was actually 
out for the period from November through late March or April and 
I wasn’t very closely connected with the committee at all. 

Then shortly thereafter I moved my family to Summerville, S. C., 
and under those circumstances, all of which was known to the national 
committee, all of which was discussed with the national committee and 
on more than one occasion I requested the national committee to 
relieve me of any responsibility, that I had a heart condition, I was 
a sick man, I was busy; and I made a public statement to the press 
during this period of time, and this can be corroborated in the press 
files, that I did try it. 

Senator Munpr. Now, Mr. Hood, you told me what I believe is an 
answer to the question; you were sick, because you were in South 
Carolina for some time. Isn’t there a reasonable possibility that you 
had authorized somebody else to sign your name to letters of recom- 
mendation ? 

Mr. Hoop. I did not. 
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Senator Munpr. At any time you did not? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. I never authorized anybody to sign my name; 
no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. But you do have a suspicion that somebody else 
did sign your name to these letters? 

Mr. Hoop. I just have to say, Senator, that I don’t know whether 
they did or did not. There is no way for me to know. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have a suspicion that they did or not? 

Mr. Hoop. I just don’t know, sir. 

Senator Mcnpr. You know whether you have a suspicion or not? 
You don’t know, but you certainly know whether you suspect it or 
not. If you say “no,” that is the end of it. If you do not have the 
faith of your associates 

Mr. Hoop. There is no way for me to know whether anybody signed 
my name. 

Senator Munpr. Of course not, but you certainly have a way to 
know whether you suspect it or not. You know whether you suspicion 
it or not, you know whether you have enough confidence to swear 
under testimony that you have no suspicion that anybody forged 
your name. 

Mr. Hoop. I am not going to swear I have no suspicion for any- 
thing. Iam willing to swear to what I know. 

Senator Munpr. Are you willing to swear you don’t have a sus- 
picion ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What do you want us to do with your earlier 
test imony, where you said you did suspect them ? 

Mr. Hoop. I said I thought on one or two occasions that possibly 
somebody signed my name. 

Senator Munpr. You think it did not happen on more than one or 
two occasions ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t believe so; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Murphy? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know whether I do or not. I saw them here yes- 
terday. If I ever met them I have no recollection of it. I heard Mr. 
Murphy testify he did not know me. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you know, then, the only time you had 
seen Mr. Murphy 

Mr. Hoop. I heard Mrs. Murpay’ s testimony that she was at a com- 
mittee meeting in Meridian, where she was elected where there were 
35 or 40 people there, and I believe I was at that meeting. But I 
don’t think I know the people personally. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever had any letters from Mr. Murphy ? 

Mr. Hoop. Not that I recall, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Or Mrs. Murphy? 

Mr. Hoop. Not that I recall, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Have you had any conferences with Mr. Murphy ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Or with Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever had any telephone calls from Mrs. 
Murphy ? 

Mr. Hoop. If I have, I don’t remember it, Senator. 
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Senator Munpt. Or from Mr. Murphy ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you know you have had no political 
associations directly with either Mr. or Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Hoop. Other than if I was at that meeting. 

Senator Munopr. Other than if you were at that meeting at 
Meridian ? 

Mr. Hoop. At Meridian, Miss. ; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Do you consider yourself today the national Demo- 
cratic committeeman from Mississippi or not? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You do not? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Since when do you no longer consider yourself 
such ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. In the light of the things that have occurred, I seriously 
doubt whether I was ever legally the national committeeman for 
Mississippi. 

Senator Munpt. You don’t believe you ever were legally ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You think if you had gone into court that you 
would have lost your case ? 

Mr. Hoop. Under the laws of the State of Mississippi, and legisla- 
tion passed by those who were elected by the people, I can definitely 
state that I know that I had no legal status, and that is why I didn’t 
want to contest it in court. 

Senator Munpr. What position does that put our highly respected 
Post Office Department in, that they were accepting recommendations 
from a man who says publicly he was operating illegally as Democratic 
national comitteeman ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know what position it puts them in. I did not 
consider were were doing anything wrong. I did not ask for the 
privilege of doing the job, and I never asked for the job, and I did 
ask to be relieved of it—and have been. 

Senator Munpr. There certainly isn’t anything illegal from the 
standpoint of any citizen in Mississippi recommending somebody to 
the head of the national committee. But I am trying to derive what 
curious set of circumstances led the Post Office Department to accept 
recommendations solely from a man who says freely that he did not 
consider himself legally to be the Democratic national committeeman. 

Mr. Hoop. I could not answer that, sir. 1 cannot speak for the 
Post Office Department. 

Senator Munpr. We will ask the Post Office Department about that, 
] imagine. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Yes. Even when you lived in South Carolina. 
Didn’t you say you moved your family to South Carolina? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Are you now a citizen of South Carolina or Mis- 
sissippi 

Mr. Hoop. Iam a legal citizen of Mississippi, but I spend all of my 
time in South Carolina, except that I have business interests in Meri- 
dian and return to Meridian. I have been there four or five times in 
the past year. 
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Senator Munpr. We have had the name of a Mr. Curtis Rogers 
referred to several times in this testimony. How well do you know 
Mr. Curtis Rogers? 

Mr. Hoop. I met him on the occasion I referred to in my first experi- 
ence in politics in my office at Meridian with Mr. Mize and Mr. Dowl- 
ing and Mr. Scott. 

Senator Munpr. Did you confer with him about recommendations ? 

Mr. Hoop. About what, sir? 

Senator Munpr. About recommendations for jobs? 

Mr. Hoop. I have conferred with him about recommendations; yes, 
sir. 

Senator Munpr. When Mr. Curtis Rogers would say to you, “Here 
is 4 man or a woman who should be recommended for appointment 
for a postal position,” would you accept his word for it / 

Mr. Hoon. I did, yes, sir, on numbers of occasions. I considered 
Mr. Rogers as being the most practical politician in the Mississippi 
group. He had h: id years of experience with Senator Eastland and 
with Senator Bilbo. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever inquire of Mr. Rogers as to the back- 
ground of the people that he was recommending to you, and that you 
were recommending over your signature to the United States Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr. Hoop. On some occasions I would ask him about the capabilities 
of a candidate. 

Senator Munpt. How many times did he tell you that the ones he 
was recommending to you were recommended to him by Mr. or Mrs. 
Murphy? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t recall his ever telling me of anybody recom- 
mended by Mr. or Mrs. Murphy. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you know, then, you never affixed your 
signature to the letter of appointment which had been recommended 
to you from Rogers at the request of Mr. and Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Hoop. Not so far as I know, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever discuss the finances of the committee 
with Mr. Rogers? Ithink he was the treasurer of the committee. 

Mr. Hoop. How is that, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Rogers was the treasurer of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee, was he not? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know that I knew that. 

Senator Munpr. You did not know that? 

Mr. Hoop. That he was treasurer? Scott was secretary-treasurer, 
and Beasley was acting secretary- or ty , and at the time that Beas- 
ley left the office I was gone—no, I did not know that Rogers was 
treasurer. 

Senator Munpt. When you got checks for your expenses that you 
had incurred on behalf of the committee, you say you got some checks. 
Who signed them ? 

Mr. Hoop. Rogers. 

Senator Munpr. Does that give you any idea as a smart business- 
man that he might be the treasurer ? 

Mr. Hoop. He was handling those particular accounts; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That would be the usual conclusion to arrive at? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Munor. So knowing that, and obviously knowing he was 
the treasurer 

Mr. Hoop. I knew he had custody of certain of the funds, but as to 
his being formal treasurer, I did not know. 

Senator Munpr. It is the job of the treasurer to have charge of 
the funds. Of course, knowing that, you must have discussed finances 
with him at some time, because you were working on the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think to any considerable extent ; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. To the extent you did discuss finances, how did 
the discussion run? 

Mr. Hoop. I think Rogers told me that he and Mr. Mize were hav- 
ing quite a bit of diffic ulty in keeping the oflice expense going, and 
that the contributions were very slow; they were not getting many 
contributions; and things of that kind. I never went into any routine 
with knowledge as to the manner and method of getting the con- 
tributions. 

Senator Munpr. You never asked him any questions about where 
he got the money ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You did not have any curiosity about that ? 

Mr. Hoop. Very little. I had very little interest in the machinery 
of the situation. 

Senator Munpr. You never heard him say that he had received any 
contributions from people who had ap plied for jobs? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir: 1 had not. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever hear any rumors about that before 
it broke out in oe newspapers in W ashington ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; I had heard some rumors about it. I heard 
rumors about it before I got into politics. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever discuss those rumors with Mr. 
Rogers? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; and with Mr. Mize, and with Mr. Jackson, and 
with Mr. Scott, and on one occasion with a newspaper representative. 

Senator Munpr. You discussed the rumors with Mr. J; ackson ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You said, “Mr. Jackson, have you ever heard any 
rumors that somebody on our committee is accepting contributions 
for people getting jobs?” What did he say? 

Mr. Hoop. I think I asked him that exact question, “Forrest, have 
you heard any rumors about people buying jobs?” 

Senator Munpr. What did he say? 

Mr. Hoop. I think he told me he didn’t think they were of any 
consequence. I don’t think he considered them very seriously. 

Senator Munpr. Did he tell you what he told our committee under 
oath, that he carried around in his pocket a thousand-dollar bill that 
a fellow had given him as compensation for a job, and if he did not 
get the job he ° would get his money back? Did he tell you that? 

Mr. Hoop. I heard that for the first time here on the witness stand. 

Senator Munpt. Mr. Jackson withheld that from you? 


Mr. Hoop. I don’t know whether he considered it any of my busi- 
ness. 
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Senator Munpt. After you had asked him whether or not he had 
ever heard any rumors, and he said, “Absolutely not.” Then certain- 
ly it had become your business, hadn’t it ? 

Mr. Hoop. I understood from Mr. Jackson’s testimony that he con- 
sidered that relationship as a relationship between he and a client, 
and not as acting for the committee. Perhaps he did not consider it 
any of my business. I never discussed it with him. 

Senator Munpt. Anyhow, he did not tell you? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. He did not tell me about it. 

Senator Munpr. You also discussed it with Mr. Mize? Did you 
ask Mr. Mize about the same question ? 

Mr. Hoop. I think so, generally. 

Senator Munpr. What did he say? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think he considered it of any consequence, either. 

Senator Munpr. He said there was nothing to the rumor, or some- 
thing to that effect? 

Mr. Hoop. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Did he ever tell you that he had made a regular 
practice to accept contributions from people who were getting ‘jobs, 
and that he ran them through his own bank account ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And he then turned the money over to Mr. Beasley 
afterward ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munprt. He withheld that information from you? 

Mr. Hoop. I would not say that. 

Senator Munpr. He testified under oath before this committee that 
he had done that, and you say under oath you asked him the question, 
“Had you heard anything about the rumors?” and you further testi- 
fied he said, “No.” 

Mr. Hoop. I think I discussed it with him. I don’t mean to say I 
asked Mr. Mize if he collected money from anyone. 

Senator Munpr. You had no reason to suspect him ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You asked him if he thought there was any basis 
for the rumors? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I want to find out if it is your testimony he with- 
held from you the information that he told the committee, namly, 
that he had accepted the money and put it in the bank, and then hs id 

taken the money out of the bank and given it to Mr. Beasley. 

Mr. Hoop. I did not know. 

Senator Munpr. That is the information he gave to this committee. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And I am quoting you not the testimony of some- 
body who might be against you, because he has some politic al reason 
for being against you, but I am quoting to you the testimony of the 
chairman of the committee with which you worked, who testified in 
his own support that he took the money, that he put it in his bank 
account, and that he gave it to Beasley. 

Now then, I ask you whether you discussed the matter of the ru 
mors that you had heard with Mr. Curtis Rogers at any time? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; I am sure I have. 
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Senator Munpr. You asked him substantially the same question 
you asked Forrest Jackson and Frank Mize? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. I think I asked Rogers about one or two spe- 
cific cases. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. Do you remember the cases you asked him about ? 

Mr. Hoon. No, sir; I don’t remember what the cases were. I asked 
him about one or two specific occasions. 

Senator Munpr. You went into the matter with Mr. Rogers in 
more detail than with either Mr. Mize or Mr. Jackson / 

Mr. Hoop. Not very much in detail with any of them, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. I understand, but in more detail, because you 
asked him details, and I understand you did not ask any details of 
Mr. Mize? 

Mr. Hoop. I think that is correct. I think possibly I had heard of 
one or two cases where it was alleged money had been paid for a job, 
and I asked him about it. 

Senator Munpr. What did Mr. Rogers say ? 

Mr. Hoop. On those two occasions, or on one occasion, however 
many it was, he said that they may have made contributions, but they 
had not bought any jobs. Rogers said that in my last discussion with 
him and still tells me that. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Rogers, then, did say that some of the people 
who secured jobs had made contributions? 

Mr. Hoop. Had made contributions, but he told me that two-thirds 
of the people who received recommendations had made no contribu- 
tion whatsoever. I had no way of knowing. 

Senator Munpr. Did you discuss it with him as to the postmaster- 
ships at West Point? 

Mr. Hoop. What is that? 

Senator Munpr. Did he discuss with you the postmastership down 
at West Point? 

Mr. Hoop. I couldn’t say whether he did or not. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t remember. 

Mr. Hoop. I do remember I have discussed with him one or two 
cases that were called to my attention; possibly the cases referred to 
by General Donaldson, or possibly that had come to my attention 
from other sources, and Rogers said no jobs had been sold. 

Senator Munpr. In all events he did not tell you of any series of 
contributions in connection with job appointments such as we have 
been listening to here for the last 2 days? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. I have no knowledge of these four or five cases 
specially mentioned. 

Senator Munpr. We have not heard Mr. Rogers yet, so I don’t know 
what his testimony is going to be on that, but we have heard Mr. 
Jackson and we have heard Mr. Mize. 

I was interested, Mr. Hood, in one statement you made to Senator 
McClellan, and you volunteered this interesting statement: You said 
that since you have been sitting here the last 2 days you believed that 
vou had heard perjury from both sides. 

Mr. Hoop. I will qualify that, if I may, to say this: IT have heard 
testimony in direct conflict, and somebody is bound to be perjuring 
themselves under those circumstances. 

Senator Munpr. There is no question about that. 
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Your earlier testimony was that you thought there had been perjury 
on both sides? 

Mr. Hoop. I think perhaps that is true. 

Senator Munpr. It might well be true, I don’t know. I was inter- 
ested in having that very frank statement, and I consider it a very 
fair confession from a man who said he believes some of his associates 
had been perjuring themselves in these hearings. 

Mr. Hoop. I deny that I said I thought some of my associates were 
perjuring themselves. 

Senator Munpr. You said both sides. 

Mr. Hoop. There have been people testifying on each side of this 
matter who were not associates of mine, and had never been. 

Senator Munpr. They are political associates, because you cannot 
divorce yourself from the Mississippi Democratic Committee, which 

carries your name on its letterhead, and which carries the text of the 

letters you signed. You cannot very well say, “I don’t know any- 
thing about the committee.” They may not be officially connected 
with it, but they are associates of yours, if you are working with that 
group. 

Mr. Hoop. I contend every one who thinks politically like I do is 
not necessarily an associate of mine. 

Senator Munpr. Would you care to name any of the witnesses you 
want to disassociate yourself with ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. I am trying to be fair. 

Senator Munpr. I have to conclude they are associates of yours, 
if you are not willing to spell out the ones you are not. connected 
with, because obviously most of them have been associated with you, 
they are people who have been secretary-treasurer, job peddlers, or 
money solicitors for your group, and when the final result came there 
and the recommendation was made over your signature. 

If we have heard some people not connected w vith your organization, 
that are not associated with you, I think you owe it to yourself to 
tell us who they are. I don’t want to get you associated with anybody 
you want to disassociate yourself from. 

Mr. Hoop. I want to disassociate myself from the whole entire 
situation as rapidly as possible. [Laughter. | 

That is a frank statement. 

Senator Munpr. You can use your experiences in this connection to 
govern your actions in the future, but you cannot clear the record of 
the past. 

Mr. Hoop. I am an ex-politician. 

Senator Munpr. We are discussing your activities while you were a 
politician. 

Now, let’s try to get the facts as well as we can. I want to say one 
other thing, Mr. Hood, and that is about all, I believe, but I think 
you certainly misquoted or misinterpreted the opening statement of 
Senator Stennis, who is a Democrat; and I might say I am a Republi- 

can, and my job is not defending Democrats, my job is having them 
defeated, and I have not had much luck in it, but that is my job, 
but when you say that Senator Stennis is a liar before the committee 
I don’t want that record to go unchallenged, because the basis on 
which you made tnat charge is not my understanding of his opening 
statement at all. 
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T don’t think that he said that he has no interest in the patronage, 
because I think everybody in public life has an interest in patronage. 
That is part of the American system. Patronage itself is not essen- 
tially bad, if it is done properly and honestly. 

I think, in all fairness to Senator Stennis, what he said was that he 
was not appearing before this committee, and that he had not brought 
out these charges. because he wanted to get back the patronage that 
your committee had been handling. That is what he said. 

He has an interest in it. Of course, he possibly recommended 
somebody for office at the time your committee was coming in. I 
suppose a Republican would, too, if we had a Republican President. 
but we have not had since I remember, and we are not likely to have in 
the near future. 

Mr. Hoop. You should run; I might vote for you. 

Senator Munpr. I think you are a fair citizen, and I don’t think 
you should say a man is a Har on the basis of something which he did 
not say, so far as my hearing, before this committee. 

What I understood him to say was that his interest in bringing these 
charges before us was an interest in public morality, was an interest 
in seeing the thing was done honestly. I think he said he had no one 
to indict or condemn, and no one to protect, and he said it was not 
the desire to handle the patronage that had led him to make the 
charges. 

Isn't that a fair summation of what he said? 

Mr. Hoop. I appreciate your remarks; but, in justification of my 
side, I would like to say this: that I have a family. I have five 
children—three boys and two girls—who are just as dear to me as 
Senator Stennis’ family or Senator Eastland’s family, or the Gover- 
nor’s family, or anybody else’s family are. 

I don’t think I have done anything wrong. I resent the manner in 
which I have been treated by the press, by the radio, by the implica- 
tions and inferences that have been made, and the charges against 
me; and when Senator Stennis stands here and, as T understood him, 
says he has no interest in dispensing caliaenes in Mississippi, when I 
have letters proving that he has, I think in presenting my side of the 
case that I have a night to mention that fact. 

I wanted to get the record straight. 

Senator Munpr. You have finally convinced me—— 

Mr. Hoop. I regret the word, the term that I used. I do regret that, 
and I apologize for it. I do not regret the inference that I have drawn, 
and I do not apologize for that. 

Senator Munpr. All right. I was talking about the word, because 
it seemed to me you drew a conclusion far exc eeding the evidence 
which had been presented before this committee. 

May I say that you have finally convinced me that you are an 
amateur politic ian? 

Mr. Hoop. Thank you, sir 

Senator Munpr. But if you are worrying about the radio and press, 
as to what they say about you, you have an amateur status, because 
they say that about everybody. 

I don’t recall Senator Stennis in his whole statement even mention- 
ing your name. 

Mr. Hoon. No, sir; he did not mention my name, 
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Senator Munpr. And, so far as I know, I had never heard your name 
until I came to Mississippi; and I know that the members of this com- 
mittee have no desire to see you in any way humiliated or in any 
way charged with anything for which you are not responsible. 

As a matter of fact, I asked you if there was anybody who had testi- 
fied among your group from whom you would like to disassociate 
yourself, ‘T have tried to let you explain, as carefully as I knew how, 
your direct association and connection with all the people brought in 
on the charge of job peddling, and it is still a charge that has to be 
proved before it has its final conclusion, 

I just did not want the record to go unchallenged when you say that 
about a perfectly respectable Member of the United States Senate who, 
unfortunately, is a Democratic instead of a Republican, and I want 
to say as a fellow colleague and one who respects him that I do not 
think he stood up and lied when he said what he said. He was telling 
that the initiating of these charges was not to get back a little bother- 
some and sorrisome patronage, but to get down to the very basis of 
the truth, and the very ugly charges that you yourself admit have 
been circulated about the job handling by the people of Mississippi. 

Mr. Hoop. May I make a further statement ? 

Sentor Munpr. Surely. 

Mr. Hoop. Mr. Boyle removed me without hearing any defense of 
the matter. Clarence Hood was the man who was branded following 
immediately the charges of Senator Stennis and Senator Eastland, 
and 2 days later Senators Eastland and Stennis were appointing 
people in Mississippi who, I claim, were not as fine as the people I had 
recommendations in for at the time. 

Senator Munpr. I am sure that you are not going to allege that 
either Senator Stennis or Senator Eastland have enough influence 
with Mr. Boyle to mane him to remove you! 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; Ido. I say that is why I was removed. 

Senator Munor. If they had that much influence, you would not 
have gotten your appointment in the first place, because they already 
had- 

Mr. ‘Hoon. I think they have more influence now. 

Senator Munpr. Do you suppose they gained stature because of the 
way in which jobs were handled in the last 18 months ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know why they gained stature. 

Senator Munpr. Wouldn't that be because these rumors had been 
circulated about the way the jobs were handled? Wouldn't that in- 
crease the stature of the Senators?—I will wait until your attorney is 
through conferring with you. 

Mr. Ditton. I beg your pardon, Senator. I just 

Senator Mcnpr. No; we want his answer. You can tell him what 

u want him to say. 

Mr. Hoop. He has not told me the way to answer anything. 

Senator Munpr. I don’t want to intrude between attorney and 
client. 

Mr. Hoop. What was the question, sir? 

Senator Munpr. I thought you said you wanted to make a state- 
ment, and then your attorhey came over. 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; I am through making statements. 

Senator Munpr. So am I. So, we are through for the time being. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Hood, Mr. Flanagan will want to ask you a few 
questions. 





ame 
-om- 
any 


esti- 
slate 
how , 
it in 
o be 


that 
who, 
want 
» not 
lling 
ther- 
is of 
have 


ippl. 


se of 
wing 
land, 
ating 
L had 


that 


lence 


d not 
ready 


rf the 


been 
at 1n- 
ney 1s 


what 


y and 


state- 


being. 
a few 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI] DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 351 


Mr. Hoop. All right, sir. 

Senator Hory. You have been subjected to examination for a long 
time, and if you would like to have a few moments’ recess you may 
have it. If not, we will go right on. 

Mr. Hoop. I would like to have a drink of water, please, Senator. 

Senator Hory. All right. We will have a short recess for a few 
moments. 

(There was a brief interruption.) 

Senator Horry. The committee will come to order. Mr. Flanagan, 
you may proceed. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Mr. Hood, as I recall some of your earlier testimony 
today, you were critical of Senator Eastland, alleging that he had 
a man on his staff, a Government employee down here in Mississippi, 
investigating the charges of job selling for his own political purposes. 
Now, let me ask you this question : 

Have you ever used, or attempted to use, any Government agency 

any official of a Government agency to investigate matters in which 
ve had a personal financial interest ? 

Mr. Hoop. Have I ever done what, Mr. Flanagan ? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Have you ever used or attempted to use any Gov- 
ernment agency or representative of a Government agency to conduct 
a Government investigation for the purpose of furthering your per- 
sonal financial interest ? 

Mr. Hoop. Not that I recall, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. I have here from your file a letter dated January 
14, 1950, addressed to Judge Paul Dillon, signed by you, and I will 
have to read the letter in order to ask these questions. It won’t take 
but a moment, and then we will put it in the record. 


DeaR PAUL: Forrest Jackson mailed you a copy of their latest declaration 
against the First National Bank, which was filed in the cireut court of Lauder- 
dale County, Miss. This bill includes in general the entire relationship between 
the bank and myself. This suit is pending in Judge Jesse Graham's court. 
Judge Graham is the same judge that held the usury trial and rendered the 
opinion against us. It is our belief that we will continue to be at a disadvantage 
in both Graham's court and in the Mississippi Supreme Court, for political rea- 
sons that are of course obvious to you. 

We have one other suit pending, which is an action brought against me and 
Hood Lumber Sales Co. in chancery court of Lauderdale County, Miss. The 
chancelor, Judge Thomas Minniece, of Meridian, Miss., excused himself on 
the grounds that he had formerly represented me and could not try the case 
without prejudice. My attorney and those of the bank have failed to agree on 
a substitute chancellor. Therefore, this case will be heard by a chancelor 
appointed by Dixiecrat Gov. Fielding S. Wright. You know, of course, the bitter 
feeling that exists there, and I am afr: aid that this suit will likewise be tried in 
the cump of the enemy. 

As you know, the First National Bank is subject to the regulations of the 
Federal comptroller of national banks and is somewhat under the jurisdiction 
of that agency. 

Some time ago, Glenn and I were discussing this matter with his friend, Mr. 
Willett, a Director of Reconstruction Finance Corporation in Washington, and 
it was his suggestion, inasmuch as it is apparent that we are not going to be able 
to get a fair and impartial trial in any of the issues in the Mississippi State 
Dixiecrat courts, that it would be well to refer the entire matter to the comp- 
troller of national banks, with a request for a complete investigation by that 
agency, looking toward a possible suspension of the charter of the First Na- 
tional Bank, or any other action that might result from an investigation by the 
Federal agency. 

We believe that the officials of the bank are firmly convinced that they will 
have every advantage in a future trial, as they had in the last one, and for 
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that reason are not disposed to offer a fair and equitable settlement of our con- 
troversy. It is felt that a vigorous investigation with the possible closing of the 
First National Bank, as a result, that the officials of the bank will perhaps 
change their attitude. 

With these facts in mind, the above-referred-to declaration was mailed you 
for your consideration by Forest. If you think well of this procedure, I am now 
ready to lay the whole matter in the hands of the comptroller, and should like 
to have you present it. 

In answer to that, Mr. Paul Dillon wrote you on the 17th. This is a 
short letter: 

Your letter received in regard to the First National Bank in taking the matter 
up with the Federal Reserve Bard. I am very well acquainted with Vardaman 
on that Board, and I am sure I can get a very sympathetic hearing. 

Forest Jackson sent me a copy of his declaration wherein he has $400,000 
damages. Of course, it is just a question of the facts as to whether you will 
recover or not, and they will outswear you. 

And then he talks about other matters that have no direct relation 
to this thing. 

And then on the 25th you wrote back to Dillon: 

I have your letter with reference to Gov. Jake Vardaman and your close 
connection with him, and the idea as stated by you appeals to me very much. 

And then this is a copy of your telegram dated February 8, 1950, 
to Dillon, in which you state: 


I will arrive Washington morning of February 14. Hope to see you there as 
soon as possible reference conference with Vardamann and others on bank 
litigation. 

I ask you, Mr. Hood, did you in fact ever hold those conferences 
with Mr. Vardaman? 

Mr. Hoop. I did not, sir. I changed my mind. I decided I had 
nothing to gain by bankrupting the First National Bank of Meridian, 
and we had no such conference with Governor Vardaman. I have 
never seen Governor Vardaman in my life but one time, and these 
conferences were not held. We did consider it. I thought that I 
was at a disadvantage, and I did write the letters, which I turned over 
to you promptly and freely—made no effort to conceal them from 
you—but the conferences with Governor Vardaman were never held. 
I changed my mind, and that is all there is to that, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. There is no doubt in this correspondence you were 
going to attempt to. 

Mr. Hoop. I was going to consider it, but I changed my mind. 

Mr. Franacan. I know that, but you were going to attempt, through 
Judge Dillon and Governor Vardaman, to have the Federal Reserve 
Board conduct an investigation of the First National Bank. I sup- 
pose this is at Meridian. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. For the purpose of suspending their charter. 

Mr. Hoop. We were considering asking them if the laws had been 
violated by the First National Bank and for an investigation, but we 
never did it, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. You did do it in your letter. All I know about that 
is what is in your letter. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. You said you would ask for an investigation so 
that you could suspend their charter, because you did not get a fair 
deal in the courts of Mississippi ? 
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Mr. Hoop. We never held the conferences with Governor Vardman, 
so my answer is true. 

Mr. Fuanaaan. But you attempted to have a Government agency 
conduct an investigation which, if it came out as you wanted it to, 
would possibly be to your financial gain, personal financial gain, and 
do the very same thing that you criticized Senator Eastland for doing 
for political purposes; is that right? 

Mr. Hoop. I contend that we never held the conferences. Judge 
Dillon came to see me when I was in the hospital and sat with me— 
several times came to see me because of our personal friendship—and 
he stated that if usury had been committed by the bank it would be 
a matter that would involve the Federal Reserve Board and involve 
them and that would be the only recourse that we had and we con- 
sidered it, but we abandoned it for the reasons that I had. I de- 
termined in my own mind that I would gain no benefit by deliberately 
damaging somebody else, and we abandoned it. 

Mr. Fianacan. You considered the matter / 

Mr. Hoop. I considered the matter: yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And then abandoned it / 

Mr. Hoop. I sure did. 

Senator Hory. We will put these in the record, Mr. Reporter. 

(Whereupon the documents above referred to were marked “Exhib- 
its Nos. 28 to 32,” inclusive, and may be found in the appendix on 
pp. 584 and 585.) 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Hood, what was the work that Mr. Glen Boehm 
did—or, rather, what was the relationship of Mr. Glen Boehm to this 
Mississippi Democratic committee ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think he had any official relationship, Mr. Flan- 
agan. Mr. Boehm acted as an adviser to the committee; he furnished 
office space and his secretarial assistance, telephone service. He made 
contacts for various members of the committee. He acted in a general 
advisory capacity. 

Mr. Franacan. You say “advisory”? 

Mr. Hoon. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Could you amplify that? On what type of matters 
did he advise them ? 

Mr. Hoop. General matters that related to the political situation. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Well, any specific matters? He must have advised 
you on some specific matter. Do you now recall any specific matter? 

Mr. Hoon. I will speak of my relationship with Mr. Boehm. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes; go ahead. 

Mr. Hoop. I am quite sure I conferred with Mr. Boehm in my 
successful efforts to retain Chester Sumners. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You say you conferred with Mr. Boehm in your 
successful efforts to retain Chester Sumners for the southern district ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. What advice did you seek of Boehn, or what duties 
did you ask = to perform ? 

Mr. Hoop. I asked him for the benefit of his advice as to the proce- 
dure, whom I should contact, whom I could put as much pressure on 
as possible to keep Chester on the job. 

Mr. Franacan. And did he advise you whom to contact ? 

Mr. Hoop. He did. 

Mr. Franacan. Whom did he advise you to contact ? 
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Mr. Hoop. He advised me to see Donald Dawson; that he was one 
man who would help me in that fight and who could help me more in 
that fight than anybody else and would be inclined to do so. 

Mr. FianacGan. Did you ask him or did he on his own volition con- 
tact Donald Dawson in connection with Sumners ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think he contacted Dawson on it—I won’t say 
that he did or did not. He introduced me to Dawson, or he contacted 
Dawson. 

Mr. Fianacan. Was that on the occasion of your first introduction 
to Dawson ? 

Mr. Hoop. I believe it was, Mr. Flanagan. Mr. Boehm, I am quite 
sure, introduced me to Donald Dawson. 

Mr. FLanacan. To the best of your recollection you first met Donald 
Dawson through Mr. Boehm at the time you were desirous of handling 
this Sumners-Coleman controversy ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I think so; and in the general political situation in 
Mississippi, anyhow, that needed clarifying. It was in a confused 
state and Senator McGrath and others had the power to settle matters. 
I know the occasion of my first meeting with Don Dawson. It was 
in the main dining room of the Mayflower Hotel or maybe it was the 
Statler, where Mr. Dawson joined several of us for lunch. Included 
in that group, I am quite sure, was Mr. Boehm, who introduced me to 
Mr. Dawson. I think Judge Frank Mize was present, I think Curtis 
Rogers was present, and perhaps there were several others, but I don’t 
remember. 

Mr. Firanacan. Had Boehm arranged this luncheon so that you 
could get together with Dawson? Is that the inference you want to 
leave here, or did you just accidentally run into him ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; he didn’t just run into him because Mr. Dawson 
is a very busy man. 

Mr. FianaGan. In other words, Boehm arranged a luncheon ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know that Boehm arranged the luncheon. I paid 
for it; I know that. 

Mr. Fianacan. But you paid for it. Did you pay for it personally ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Or did the Mississippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Hoop. That would be hard tosay. The Mississippi Democratic 
Committee was reimbursing me partially but I don’t expect to get the 
rest of it. 

Mr. Franacan. Did Mr. Boehm take any part in this Sumners- 
Coleman controversy ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t recall any other specific thing he did other thar 
to arrange this conference with Don Dawson, and I saw Mr. Dawson 
on several occasions after that in regard to that matter and other 
matters; possibly on some other occasions Mr. Boehm would make 
the appointment with Mr. Dawson for me and on some occasions I am 
quite sure I made my own appointments with him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. On what other matters did Mr. Boehm give you 
assistance or advic e—specific matters? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know as I can remember them all. IT will do my 
best. I think that he advised with us in connection with the steam 
generating plant matter at Columbia, which we handled through 
Mr. Dawson. We presented our side of it to Mr. Dawson. 
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Mr. FuanaGan. What did he do for you on the steam generating 
problem ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know that he did anything there, but we very 
possibly conferred with him about the procedure and as to whom we 
should contact and whom we should see. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And do you recollect that he was delegated to see 
Dawson on that matter? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know that he did or did not. In the light of the 
picture at the time it would be likely and possible that he did. I 
don’t recall. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he take any part in the problems you had in 
connection with this steam generator / 

Mr. Hoop. He may have done some phoning, some typing, or some- 
thing of that nature—I mean his secretarial office—in assembling mat- 
ter that we were to present to Mr. Dawson and to the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did Mr. Boehm ever arrange any contacts with 
the Department of Agriculture on this matter? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know. There was one conference with repre- 
sentatives of the Department of Agriculture about the matter that I 
did not attend, but I think Phil Mullen and I don’t know who all went, 
but I did not go. I was in Washington at the time but I did not. 
Mr. Boehm may have attended that. 

Mr. Fianacan. What other specific matters did he assist you on? 

Mr. Hoop. Mr. Flanagan, I will just make it all-inclusive, I be- 
heve, and state that Mr. Boehm conferred with me on practically all 
matters that I had any occasion to discuss with anybody in Wash- 
ington. I just can’t remember all of them. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever seek Mr. Boehm’s assistance in con- 
nection with, or his advice in connection with Government construc- 
tion contracts in this area ? 

Mr. Hoop. In connection with Government construction contracts? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. Are vou talking about my personal affairs now ? 

Mr. Fianacan. No. Tam talking about political affairs or political- 
personal affairs, not strictly person: ul affairs. 

Mr. Hoop. I may have; yes, sir. I think I asked Mr. Boehm to 
assist me in some manner in getting Bill Boyle to notify me of con- 
struction projects, any information that they had, so that I could 
release the publicity to the papers rather than have the Senators or 
Congressmen do it. 

Mr. Franacan. Why would you use Boehm to contact Mr. Boyle 
ina matter like that ? 

Mr. Hoop. Because, frankly, I couldn’t get Boyle about a tenth of 
the time. I couldn’t see him. Boehm could, maybe. Maybe that is 
why. Boehm knew him better than I did. 

Mr. FiranaGan. Boehm knew him better than you did? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And had more ready access to Boyle than you did 
and it was necessary to use Boehm ? 

Mr. Hoop. I would think so. He has known him for a long time. 

Mr. Fianacan. Mr. Boehm has no business connections with Mr. 
Boyle? He has no official connection with Mr. Boyle ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. He has no official connection with anybody ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know whether—I don’t know of any connection 

hat Mr. Boehm ng with any committee or Government agency. 

Mr. Fruanacan. Back to these contracts. Do you recollect these 
letters that we al into the record the other day, copies of letters which 
you had written to Mr. Boehm in November 1949 ? 

Mr. Hoop. I recollect some of them. Some of them you called to my 
attention and I went back to my files and found them. 

Mr. FuanaGan. One was in regard to the air research center at 
Tullahoma, Tenn. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In that regard I might say that in the letter I just 
referred to there are indications that Maurice Reed, the contractor, 
apparently had some discussion with you or Mr. Jackson, or both of 
you, concerning this air research center ; is that correct ‘ 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Now, in the letter that I have here, that I took from 
vour file, dated November 17, 1949, addressed to Mr. Boehm, I won’t 
read the first paragraph of the letter which has to do with another 
inatter, but starting with the second paragraph : 

As Paul told you yesterday over the phone, we have given up the idea— 


And so forth. 

(The document referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 33,” and 
may be found in the appendix on p. 586.) 

Can you tell the committee what previous plans you had of working 
with Mr. Reed ona certain project ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. Reed and I—it was this wind tunnel at Tullahoma, 
Tenn., and I don’t recall “all this thing that we were discussing with 
vou in Washington,” that we were discussing in the Hay-Adams Hotel 
in Washington. I did not go to Washington to visit Mr. Reed, nor 
did I know when he was voing to be there, or that he was going to 
be there when I got to W ashington, but Mr. Reed came to my room 
and I don’t know who initiated the conversation about the wind tunnel, 
whether I did or whether I did not, or what phase of it we discussed, 
but I was interested in a business way in the project, particularly the 
phase of it that had to do with housing, possible housing for personne] 
there and Mr. Reed and IJ had some discussion as to the manner and 
method of obtaining the contract and whether it would be on a bid 
basis or a negotiated basis and it was discussed generally and I think 
in the course of the discussion that I told Mr. Reed that I would like 
very much to sell some of the materials that were to be used in the 
project, from one of my regularly established legal business concerns, 
provided the prices were competitive with other market prices, and 
1 would appreciate the opportunity of getting some business and | 
think Mr. Reed, perhaps, agreed if he got any business he would give 
me an opportunity to sell them some material. 

Mr. Franacan. I gather from your statement there that that is the 
only interest you had—to sell some lumber or some material to Reed 
in the event he got the contract and then only in the event you could 
meet the best price ? 

Mr. Hoop. Lumber or material of any sort that I had been engaged 
in handling long before I came into the political picture. I would 
like to say this for the record in this connection : That to my knowledge 
to this day M. 'T. Reed nor any of his affiliated companies have done 
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one dollar’s worth of business with Clarence Hood. It has been dis- 
cussed and, as I say, I would like to do some business w ith Mr. Reed. 

Mr. Franacan. Did this contact with Mr. Reed have any political 
overtones or was it a straight business deal ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. It was a straight business deal. There is no use in say- 
ing that Mr. Reed did not ‘know I was a national committeeman be- 
cause he knew it. I don’t know if that was discussed or was not 
discussed. 

Mr. Franacan. As I understand it, you had a discussion with Reed 
about the air research center at Tullahoma, but you say apparently 
the deal never went through; he did not get the contract. 

Mr. Hoop. If my memory is correct it was shortly after that hap- 
pened that I did make an effort to get Mr. C. E. Knowlton, of the 
Knowlton Construction Co., of Belle Plaine, Ohio, interested in the 
matter—or, rather, 1 should say Bellefontaine, Ohio—with whom 
I have done hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of business, long 
before any activities in politics, in joint ventures and in various ways. 
On one occasion—— 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Hood, I want to say this. I don’t want to cut 
you off, but you don’t need to go into all this great detail unless it is 
a direct explanation to the quest ion I am asking. 

Mr. Hoop. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Hood, to review the thing very quickly, you 
stated that you wanted to get the business through Reed at Tullahoma, 
and it didn’t work. and that was why you went to Knowlton. 

Now continuing with the le tter—you were talking anes Reed. 

Mr. Hoop. That must be anerror. It must have been “ 1 “Mississippi.” 

Mr. FuanaGan. Who were you talking about there / 

Mr. Hoop. It would be a good deal. 

Mr. Fianacan. For whom? 

Mr. Hoop. For anybody who could get the business. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Are you interested in that business ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes: I am alw: ays interested in any business that I can 
get legally. I did not know that I had to quit business because I 
ecame national committeeman. 

Mr. FranaGan. No one says you do, but what I am trying to find 
out: why you had written these letters to Boehm, who was an adviser 
of the committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. Boehm advised me in many business transactions long 
before I had anything to do with politics. 

Mr. Fianacan. In other words, he was your personal adviser ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. We will finish this letter. [Reading :] 


Paul advises me to go. 


Then you say you plan to be in Washington. 

What business are you talking about in that letter ? 

Mr. Hoop. What letter ? 

Mr. Fianagan. I don’t know. I want to know what business you 
had with Boehm that he has to go over to the White House to obtain 
for you ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. The last part here? 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Look at the letter, this short letter, and then explain 
whether this is personal business or political business or both? 
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Mr. Hoop. The last part of this letter is what you are interested in, 
is it? 


Mr. Fianacan. I am interested in what he was going over to the 
White House for. 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t say he was going over to the White House. He 
was going over -. When I say “we will be 
there,” I meant in Washington. He was going to 
try and sell the crossties for me of one of my companies. 

Mr. Franacan. What did that have to do with the White House? 

Mr. Hoop. Well at that time he concluded that he was going to get 
a letter of introduction from somebody in the White House introdue- 
ing him in Paris to certain people w ith whom he was trying to do 
business for me to furnish cross ties for the French National Railw ays 
and I had done the same type business with Greece and Turkey with- 
out anybody’s help, on a competitive bidding basis and I didn’t know 
that there was anything illegal in having a letter of introduction from 
the White House as an introduction of a foreigner in another country. 

Mr. Franacan. Did Boehm go to the White House as your personal 
re presentative or asa representative of the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. That he did as my personal representative, because he 
was working for me and I paid his expenses to Paris and he had a 
letter from the White House introducing him and I would say it was 
in regard to my personal affairs. 

Mr. Fianacan. But Boehm also was paid by the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee for acting in an advisory capacity in Washington ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. I don’t think he was paid a lot. I don’t know 
whether it amounted to more than his out-of-pocket expense, but I 
know he used to get checks. 

Mr. Franacan. How much have you personally paid him on behalf 
of the committee ? 

Mr. Hoop. $500 on behalf of the committee. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Is that this check I have here, dated April 17, 1950, 
on the Bank of Hazelhurst, signed by you, to Glenn Boehm? 

Mr. Hoop. May I see it? Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. And that is the only payment that you personally 
made to him? 

Mr. Hoop. That is the only payment that I have been able to find 
a record of and I have looked ‘diligently. 

Mr. FLanaGcan. We will put this in the record. 

(The check above referred to was thereupon marked “Exhibit No. 
34.” and a copy may be found in the appendix on p. 587.) 

Mr. Franacan. Are you famiilar with any other payments that 
were made to Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Hoop. I wasn’t familiar until this matter came up and IT under- 
stand since then the committee paid him an additional payment of 
$1,500 that I know of. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I have one check here for $250 to Mr. Boehm dated 
April 12 and another one dated June 19, payable to Boehm, in the 
amount of $1,500, signed by Rogers. We will put those in-the record. 

(The checks above referred to were thereupon marked “Exhibits 
Nos, 35 and 36,” and may be found in the appendix on pp. 588 and 
589.) 


Mr. Hoop. I don’t think I had anything to do with those. 





ally 


. 


find 


and 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 359 


Mr. Fuanacan. Would you explain those? We will put those in 
the record because we are talking about them. 

Mr. Hoop. All right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you personally or on behalf of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee make any payments to any representatives of 
the Democratic National Committee in Washington / 

Mr. Hoop. 1 don’t think I ever have, unless a matter that I can 
explain now is included in that category. There were several Gov- 
ernment employees who had endorsed notes for Mr. John W. Scott, 
who was formerly connected with our committee, and who went to 
Washington and obtained a job on the recommendation of the na- 
tional committee and several employees endorsed notes for Scott with 
some of the credit unions and when one thing and another happened 
and all of those notes became due Robert Moore and Acey Carraway 
asked me if I would see that the committee paid those obligations, 
because these employees were not able to do so, and I paid them. And 
then I paid a note at one of the Washington banks for Scott. Unless 
that can be construed that way, I don’t have any record of any other 
payments. 

Mr. FianaGan. We have here from your records which you turned 
over to us two checks, one for $500, dated January 26, 1951, and one 
for $500, dated March 10, 1951, to Ac ey Carraway. 

Mr. Hoop. Those payments were made to Mr. Carraway, who rep- 
resented me in business matters that had nothing to do with any polit- 
ical situation and he left the Democratic National Committee before 
the time that Mr. Carraway began working for me and he is now 
working for me and I am paying hin. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. Is Mr. Carraway an attorney ? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What is his profession or business ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know what his profession is. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What are you paying him for? 

Mr. Hoop. I am paying him to help me get business. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Government business ? 

Mr. Hoop. Any kind that he can find to develop the product I sell. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Is he one of your Washington representatives in 
your efforts to get Government business ¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I would not confine it to Government business. He is a 
representative in Washington of mine in any way | want to use him. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you use him to obtain Government business # 

Mr. Hoop. I have never obtained any through him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I did not ask if he obtained any for you. I say, do 
you use him to try to obtain business ? 

Mr. Hoop. I am paying him a retainer of $500 a month to represent 
me in contact work of any kind that I call on him to do. 

Mr. Fianacan. Well, what do you call on him for; what have you 

called on him for since you have had him? 

Mr. Hoop. Since I have had him retained ? 

Mr. FuanaGan. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. I have called on him to assist me in the clarification of 
certain NPA regulations, in regard to extension of priorities, and 
purchasing of materials—any number of things that come up in 


the regular course of my business every day. Not all of it is sales 
work, 
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For example, in getting replacement parts for our mills at one 
place or the other, that situation has been confused. . 

Mr. Carraway knows people in Government agencies, and in 10 
minutes he can get as much work done for me in technical matters as 
I could get done otherwise in a month. 

Mr. Fitanacan. Would it be fair to say that you are hiring him as a 
Washington contact man ? 

Mr. Hoop. I would say so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The same type of employment that the committee 
had with Glenn Boehm ? 

Mr. Hoop. The same kind of what ? 

Mr. Franacan. The same general type of work Glenn Boehm was 
performing for the Mississippi Democratic Committee ‘ 

Mr. Hoop. I would say that what Glenn was performing was inci- 
dental. He was doing it because he knew me and had met the other 
people from down here, and because he was interested in the genera! 
political situation. 

Mr. FuanaGan. But he was also getting paid for it? 

Mr. Hoop. Well, he didn’t get paid much, I don’t think. 

Mr. Fianacan. Well, he got paid $2,250 that you know of? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. 

Mr. Franacan. How long has Mr. Carraway been employed by you 
as a Washington contact man ?¢ 

Mr. Hoop. I think just those two checks. Those cover a month. 

Mr. Fianacan. That is January and March? 

Mr. Hoop. I sent him the first check a few days before I left the 
committee, as a retainer, and I think the record will indicate for the 
following month. 

Mr. Fianacan. You have already said, I believe, that he is still 
under a retainer from you ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. We will place those two checks in the file. 

(The checks referred to above were marked “Exhibits Nos. 37 and 
38,” and may be found in the appendix on pp. 590 and 591.) 

Mr. FLanacGan. I notice a matter which I overlooked here on this 
check dated March 10, 1951, payable to Acey Carraway, that it is 
endorsed over to Glenn P. Boehm for deposit to the account of Glenn 
P. Boehm. 

Do you know anything about that ? 

Mr. Woop. No, sir; 1 was not there when the check was cashed or 
deposited. 

_ Mr. Fianacan. Is Acey Carraway in any way associated with 
Glenn P. Boehm in Washington ? 

Mr. Hoop. They are friends. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Are they business associates? 

Mr. Hoop. I think they handle some matters together. 

Mr. FLuanaGan. They are in contact work together in Washington ? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think that they have a partnership, but I think 
they do work together on occasions. 

Mr, Franacan. What can you tell us about their relationship ? 

Mr. Hoop. One with the other; I don’t know. 

Mr. Fuanacan. They work together ? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanacan. But you don’t know their relationship ? 
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Mr. Hoop. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Hood, I have here a check dated April 21, 1950, 
in the amount of $2,000, payable to you from the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee, signed by Rogers. 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanaGan. It says, “Expenses in Washington, D. C.” 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. And then it is endorsed, “Clarence E. Hood, Jr., 
by Curtis Rogers.” 

Mr. Hoop. You will find the deposit slip on that in my bank 
records. 

Mr. FianaGan. You deposited this $2,000? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; at the bank. 

Mr. FuanaGan. And it was for expenses incurred by you? 

Mr. Hoop. It was reimbursing me for expenses I paid out for the 
committee, including the $500 check I gave Mr. Boehm, which you 
described and went into the record, and the obligations to Scott, and I 
think you will find a check for seven hundred and something to the 
hotel. 

Mr. Franacan. Well, how is it Curtis Rogers endorsed it? 

Mr. Hoop. How come him to endorse it ? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know. What was the date of it ? 

Mr. Fuanacan. It is April 21, 1950. He endorsed it for you. 

Mr. Hoop. I think he sent it to the bank for me. I think I was 
away, and I wanted the check put in the bank to cover checks that 
were out, and he took it. That is my recollection of it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Why wouldn’t you mail the check to the bank? It 
was made out to you. 

Mr. Hoop. Maybe it was mailed, Mr. Flanagan, but my recollection 
is that the check was deposited for me by Rogers directly with the bank 
of Hazlehurst, and I was not present. That is why he endorsed it. 

Mr. Franacan. That is all the recollection you have of that check? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuianacan. The check will be made a part of the record. | 

(The check referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 39,” and 
may be found in the appendix on p. 592.) 

Senator McCie xian. I only want to ask about one matter, but be- 
fore I interrogate the witness in that regard I want to associate my- 
self with the comments of Senator Mundt, and I don’t know whether 
you referred to it, Mr. Chairman, but it is regarding Senator Stennis— 
and I think I might say for the citizens of Mississippi, and I wouldn't 
say this, possibly, at home. but this thing we call patronage is not 
something of benefit to a United States Senator and Congressman. 
It is far overestimated in its value, but a Senator and Congressman 
who are elected by their people have the responsibility, they are 
accountable to the people, and you have the instance here of a clear 
example of what happens, and what is likely to happen whenever 
that responsibility is shifted to someone else who is self-appointed and 
not the chosen representative of the people. 

I just wanted to say that, and if your patronage is entrusted to, as 
it is now, as I understand it, Senators Eastland and Stennis, I do not 

82406—51——24 
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think you will ever have a reoccurrence of an occasion like this, so 
long as they control it. 

Mr. Stennis is an honorable man, and is so recognized and so 
accepted and so appreciated by his colleagues in the Senate, and he 
honors this State in his representation on your. behalf. 

I am very happy that the witness retracted the statement he made 
earlier in his testimony, and I commend him for having done so. You 
would have done a good man an injustice and a serious wrong to have 
left it in the record. But those of us who serve in public life become 
accustomed to those things, because such charges are made and such 
names are called, by many who are irresponsible i in the first place, and 
from others who should be responsible. 

The witness has made another statement, Mr. Chairman, that I have 
been advised is incorrect, and I should like to check with him and 
see the basis for it, regarding the testimony of a Mr. Wilkinson—or 
Mr. Gibson Witherspoon, rather—for the position of assistant district 
attorney, I believe that is what the witness testified, he stated that not 
only the Bar Association of Mississippi had endorsed him, but that 
he had been endorsed by each member of the Supreme Court of Missis- 
sippi, if I understood you correctly. Did you state that? 

Mr. Hoop. I was told that, Senator. 

Senator McCiettan. Well, you were told that? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir, and I know that several organizations did en- 
dorse him. 

Senator McCiettan. Now, I am advised, and I am only being told, 
and I am saying so, but I am advised that each member of the su- 
preme court as “been contacted since you gave that testimony, and 

each states that he has never endorsed Mr. Witherspoon for this 
neal, I am trying to get the record straight, and if you wish to 
a that statement, you may do so. If you do not want to retract 

, then we will have to take other means to clear the record. 

ae Hoop. I have no knowledge of who they recommended or have 
not recommended. I will clarify it to that extent, and I appreciate 
the opportunity to do so. I have been told they did recommend Mr. 
Witherspoon. 

Senator McCiettan. May your other statements with reference 
to that be just as inaccurate and as much without foundation as was 
this statement regarding the Supreme Court of Mississippi ? 

Mr. Hoop. I do know he is president of the Mississippi Bar Asso- 
ciation. I understand he was unanimously elected as president of the 
Mississippi Bar Association. 

Senator McCietian. Well, he may be elected for one position, and 
vet not be endorsed for another, so I wanted to get the record straight. 
If you are just testifying from hearsay and rumors, why, I would like 
for the record to so show. If these things are not true they ought not 
to be left in the record that way as statements of fact. 

Mr. Hoop. Well, I was out of the — I don’t know who endorsed 
him, or who did not endorse him. I do know I have some press 
releases stating that some bar association group positively did en- 
dorse him. 

Senator McCre.ian. So you really don’t know anything about it? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; I know a bar association actually endorsed him. 

Senator McCietian. A bar association ? 

Mr. Hoop. In Mississippi, according to the newspapers. 
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Senator McCreuuan. I believe that is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Hoop. But I would like to clarify or qualify—— 

Senator McCietian. I just wanted it cleared up. I do not want to 
have to call in, or this committee does not want to have to call im 
judges here to refute some wild statement that is based on fantasy and 
not on fact, and 1 wanted to give you the aepretanes to retract it. 
That is what I think you should do. That is all. 

Mr. Hoop. I have no knowledge. All the information I had about 
that matter I got from other people, and I have no personal knowledge 
of it. 

Senator McCretian. All right. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, one of two of the witnesses before 
this committee—and I am not sure whether that includes Mr. Hood 
or not, but I think it does not—but one or two witnesses have indi- 
cated that this committee has been in Mississippi with some particu- 
lar ax to grind, or some particular interest to further and at one 
place in your statement you said—and you may or may not mean that 
you associate yourself with that point of view —something about the 
purpose of our committee, and I want to ask you this question man to 
man: 

You have been on the stand now for about 3 hours, and you have 
answered a great many questions. Do you feel that this subcommittee 
has been fair in its treatment of you? 

Mr. Hoop. I do. 

Senator Munpr. In the conduct of its investigation ? 

Mr. Hoop. I do, sir, I have a great deal of respect for all you gentle- 
men. I know you have had a hard job to do. 

Senator Munpr. Have you any protest or complaint to make about 
the way in which we have handled the investigation / 

Mr. Hoop. I have not. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have any further statement you would like 
to make before you leave the stand ‘ 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. I will be awfully happy to be excused. 

Senator Munpr. ‘Thank you. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Hood, we thank you for your attendance, and 
for your testimony, and I may say that I am very glad, as Senator 
Mundt and Senator McClellan have previously stated, that you with- 
drew the statement with reference to Senator Stennis. I am sure 
you misunderstood—— 

Mr. Hoop. It was an unfortunate remark, Senator. 

Senator Hory (continuing). The statement which he made before 
the subcommittee. 

My understanding was that he stated he was not instituting any 
investigation either in the Senate or here for the purpose of securing 
the patronage for Mississippi, but rather because it actually was his 
desire to clear up the reports that had been circulated, and ascertain 
what the facts were. 

I would also associate myself with both of my colleagues and pay 
tribute to Senator Eastland and Senator Stennis. I am not doing it 
more or less because I am a colleague in the Senate. I know both 
Senator Eastland and Senator Stennis from my association of more 
than 6 years there, and ever since Senator Stennis came, and I have 





364 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


found them to be very splendid representatives of the State of Mis- 
sissippl. 

I want to commend you for your frankness about a great many 
things. 

In reference to the business transactions, I think it ought to be 
said for the benefit of the — that there is no law against any 
businessman employing someone to represent him in Washington, if 
that obligation and employment is made known to the agencies with 
which they deal. 

So far as the employment of any of these gentlemen, he has a right 
to employ anybody he wants to contact Government agencies, and find 
out whether contracts are being let, or get any other information 
that would be helpful. 

Where people were employing people who represented they had 
influence and they could just get contracts and all, without regard to 
the merits of the case, then that is the sort of thing that our com- 
mittee would condemn. 

We made it perfectly clear that any businessman in the United 
States or elsewhere had a right to employ any legitimate person to 
represent him in business, if “that employment and rel: tionship was 
made known to the agencies, and if it was for the benefit of getting 
information, rendering certain services, or in any other capacity that 
might be helpful, providing the people he was c ontacting knew he was 
a paid representative for some business concern. I think with that we 
are perfectly clear. 

You said something about wanting some papers in the record, I 
believe. 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir, there is nothing else I want, except I would like 
to know that at some future date I can have my records pertaining 
to my business transactions returned to me. 

Senator Hory. We will see that they are returned just as early a 
possible. 

Mr. Hoop. I would like to make one more statement. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Mr. Hoop. I realize I am under oath, and I would like to make this 
statement, that in all of my transactions with Government agencies, 
before and since my participation in politics, through or not through 
the assistance of Glenn Boehm, or anybody else, that I have never 
received one dollar’s worth of business from a Government agency in 
any of my companies or corporations that I did not obtain on a com- 
petitive bid basis, and I think that that statement could and should 
clarify some of the implications that might otherwise be drawn from 
this investigation. 

Senator Hory. Thank you for your statement. You are excused. 

Mr. Curtis Rogers—just a moment, please. 

Mr. Bellino, will you take the stand, please. We want to put in some 
records, 

Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you shall give in 
this hearing will be the truth, and whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so he Ip: you God? 

Mr. Betirino. I do. 

Senator Hory. Be seated, please. 
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TESTIMONY OF CARMINE S. BELLINO, ACCOUNTING CONSULTANT 
AND STAFF MEMBER, SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMIT- 
TEE 


Senator Hory. Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Mr. Bellino, will you state your full name and 
position for the record ? 

Mr. Bettino. Carmine S. Bellino. I am a member of the staff of 
the Senate investigations subcommittee. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Bellino, I will ask you two or three questions 
here for the purpose of qualifying you as an expert witness in order 
that we might introduce in the rec ord certain accounting findings that 
you made. 

Mr. Beuitno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Are you a certified public accountant in the District 
of Columbia and the State of New Jersey ? 

Mr. Beuuino. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Are you a member of the organization of certified 
public accountants known as the American Institute of Accountants? 

Mr. Betiro. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. How long have you been a certified public 
accountant ? 

Mr. Be.iino. Since 1932. 

Mr. Franacan. And were you a special agent for the FBI and 
administrative assistant to Mr. Hoover in accounting matters from 
1934 to 1945? 

Mr. Beiiino. 1934-45; ves, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And it is my understanding, and there is no need 
to relate that, that since that time you have been engaged in the 
accounting business either in private life or in connection with various 
Government agencies; is that correct? 

Mr. Betiino. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Were the records of the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee turned over to you by Mr. Curtis Rogers and Miss LaVerne 
Yelverton, the secretary, the girl stenographer of their committee? 

Mr. Briuro. Yes, sir.» 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you get all of the records of that committee ? 

Mr. Betirno. I was given all of the records that were in their head- 
quarters on the initial “day of my visit. 

Mr. FLanaGan. In your opinion were the complete records—first, 
what date were these records turned over to you? 

Mr. Betirno. March 19, 1951. 

Mr. FLanaGan. In your opinion, were all of these records turned 
over to you? 

Mr. Betuino. May I correct that? That was March 20, the day 
after I came into town. 

In response to your question as to whether all of the records were 
turned over to me, I would say, in my opinion, they were not. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Why do you say that ? 

Mr. Bettino. For the following reasons: Some of the files in which 
we were Vitally interested contained nothing more than the initial 
letter from the Post Office Department advising of a vacanc y, and 
a copy of a letter recommending one individual. There is no cor- 
respondence or evidence that was found of contacts with other 
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members on the eligible list, the investigation which was made, and 
so forth. 

Also, Mr. Rogers admitted having brought some records for safe- 
keeping, and it was not until he was ‘asked for certain specific records 
about 10 days after the start of my examination that he produced 
two books in which a record is maintained of persons to whom tickets 
were distributed for the Jackson-Jefferson Day dinners. 

Mr. FuanaGan. My understanding of our subpena is that it called 
for all of the records? 

Mr. Betxtno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. You say at the time we served the subpena Mr. 
Rogers had some in his possession for so-called safekeeping. Did 
he tell you that personally ¢ 

Mr. Betriwno, At the time I asked for the specific records he per- 
sonally told me that the records that I was asking him about were in 
safekeeping. 

Mr. Franacan. What did he mean by in safekeeping, in his own 
possession ¢ 

Mr. Beturno. Mr. Rogers at first stated they were in the custody 
of some individual, and he refused to name the person in whose pos- 
session the records were placed for safe keeping, and he indicated 
that the records could be delivered the following day, but upon in- 
sistence that the records be delivered that same day, he subsequntly 
did deliver the records within a few hours, and at that time stated 
th records were in the trunk of his car. 

Further, the reason we believed that all records were not turned 
over to us, was the action of Mr. Forrest Jackson, when he attempted 
to slip into his pocket an envelope containing the March 1951 bank 
statement of the Mississippi Democratic Committee, and to leave the 
room while I was beginning to examine the correspondence files in 
the office of the Mississippi Democratic Committee. 

He was asked to turn the envelope and its contents over to me, 
which he did. 

Mr. Franacan. He turned it back to you after he had put it in 
his pocket ? 

Mr. Betiro. Yes, sir. , 

Mr. FLtanacan. Will you state for the record what accounts, bank 
accounts or other financial accounts, were opened by the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee since its inception 

Mr. Betiino. The Mississippi Democratic Committee account at the 
Deposit Guaranty Bank & Trust Co. was opened October 9, 1948, and 
was in existence until February 2, 1949. The secretary-treasurer, and 
the person drawing on that account was John W. Scott. 

There was also a special account in the name of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee at the same bank, to which Mr. Frank Mize 
and Curtis Rogers had access and could draw checks, and that was in 
existence from February 2, 1949, and there is a small balance in there 
at the present time. 

There was also the Truman-Barkley account, at the same bank, by 
Frank Mize and Curtis Rogers, from February 2, 1949, to June 20, 
1949. 

And there was an account at the Bank of Raleigh, Raleigh, Miss., in 
the name of the Mississippi Democratic Committee, by Curtis Rogers, 
from September 24, 1949, to the present time. 
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And also an account under the name of the Demucratic National 
Committee, Washington, D. C., John W. Scott, treasurer, at the De- 
posit Guaranty Bank & Trust Co., in which a check from W. T. Pate 
for $100 was deposited, and that balance is still on deposit in that 
account at that bank. 

Mr. Fianacan. And that is the conclusion of your description of 
the various bank accounts you found which the committee had ? 

Mr. Beutiino. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. May we have for the record which bank account 
was involved in the bank statement you said Mr. Jackson was trying 
to take out of the room in his pocket ? 

Mr. Betirno. It was the Bank of Raleigh, Raleigh, Miss. 

Senator Munpt. Is that the bank account Mr. Rogers maintained ? 

Mr. Beturo. That is the main bank account in which the funds 
have been maintained since September 1949. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you find as a result of your examination that 
this committee, the Mississippi Democratic Committee, had any books 
of account—by that I mean, did they keep any regular books of dis- 
bursements and receipts? 

Mr. Beturno. There were no regular books of account listing receipts 
and disbursements. 

Mr. FiranaGan. Were there any books of account? 

Mr. Beturno. There were no books of account that were turned over 
to us. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you find that they had any system even in the 

arly days of the committee by which they kept rec ‘eipts for money ? 

Mr. Be11no. In the early days of the committee, when John Scott 
was secretary-treasurer, they did have a system of recording receipts. 
Each time money was received a duplicate receipt was made out, and it 
was numbered, and that was maintained up until February 1949 when 
John W. Scott left the organization. 

Mr. FiLanaGan. But that has been over 2 years since they have 
discontinued that method of keeping track of receipts? 

Mr. Be.uino. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And since that time they have had no record of 
receipts or disbursements in the office, as any ordinary business would 
handle ? 

Mr. Bexirno. No record as you would ordinarily keep, other than 
notations, and in many instances on deposit tickets. 

Mr. Fianacan. Now, Mr. Bellino, you have prepared a summary of 
the bank transactions of the Mississippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Betutno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Will you explain very briefly to the committee how 
we had to, or what we had to do in order to reconstruct the financial 
picture that we have been able to make out. 

Mr. Bettrno. Briefly, in order to reconstruct the financial picture 
of this organization, we had to make many inquiries and investigations 
through many banks in this State, as well as to contact and talk to 
many individuals. 

Mr. Fuanagan. In other words, would you say that it would be 
practically impossible, or would be absolutely impossible for any 
member of that committee to determine how their finances stood, or 
what they were doing with the money from the records that they have 
available to them in their own office? 
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Mr. Betxrno. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. And did you prepare a summary in the manner in 
which you stated ¢ 

Mr. Betirno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And that is a summary, as I understand it, of bank 

‘ansactions ¢ 

Mr. Bevurno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. There is no other way we could tell, for example, 
about cash transactions ¢ 

Mr. Betiino. The only other way of cash transactions, as I stated, 
would be through investigation and i inquiry. 

Mr. FLanaGan. That is by investigation and going to each person 
and saying, “Did you give $100? To whom did you give it? When did 
you give it?” And so on? 

Mr. Betuino. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanacan. By referring to available books and records and 
bank records, there is no way of telling? 

Mr. Berzino. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Then you did prepare the summary of transactions, 

showing deposits and disbursements, and what did you find that the 
total deposits, both cash and checks, of this committee were since its 
inception on October 9, 1948, I believe it is. 

Mr. Bextirno. The total deposits and credits in the bank accounts 
amounted in that period to $62,537.98. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. And what were the disbursements ? 

Mr. Betirno. The total amount disbursed was $62,672.35. 

Mr. Franacan. In other words, they are now overdrawn $134.37, 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Bexturno. Yes, sir. The Mississippi Democratic Committee as 
such is in the red to the amount of $134.37. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is in all the banks, not in any one? 

Mr. Bextirno. That is in all of the banks. 

Mr. Franacan. That is a résumé of all the financial transactions 
that we know of ? 

Mr. Betirno. In the banks, yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. They took mm approximately $62,000 and spent a 
little more than that, disbursed a little more than that? 

Mr. Betirno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. This summary, which we will place in the record, 
will you tell us some of the high lights of this summary? 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 
40,” and may be found in the appendix on p. 593.) 

Mr. Betxrno. [I would suppose the disbursements might be the high 
lights after noting the gross receipts. The money was disbursed as 
follows: 


Curtis Rogers. .............. Big, Soe ao le. b. eae. $500. 00 
Clarence Hood ee hae 3,814. 25 |R. F. Brashier L 2, 35). 00 
Forrest Jackson____ ae 3, 565. 00 | J. Wilkinson_____ 610. 00 
ice th 583. 60 | John W. Scott__--_- 3, 430. 00 
oS Ee ae 1, 850. 00 | Curtis Beasley- sive #38 2, 601. 00 
Oe a eS. 1. een ne Lai 500. 00 | LaVerne Yelverton a 3, 649. 93 


Mr. FLANAGAN. aa then following; that there are about $19,000 
expenses for advertising and radio, telephone bills, traveling and 
hotel bills, general expenses, money for a float, a thousand dollars 
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and then an additional list of some six or eight names. You may 
as well read the last names of the individuals. 

Mr. Betirno. You say to read the last names? 

Mr. Franacan. Yes. Phillip Mullen, $366.50. 

Senator Munpr. You omitted one name, Mr. Bellino, which I have 
on my list, Henry DeBrow. 

Mr. Berio. I have got it turned around a little bit in typing, 
Senator. 

Senator Munpr. All right. 

Mr. Beturno. Phillip Mullen, $366.50. Henry DeBrow, $210. 
Milton L. Riley, $150. 

Senator Munpr. I would like to ask you whether you were able to 
find out what Henry DeBrow was paid for by the ¢ ommittee ? 

Mr. Bruirno. My understanding is it is the same Henry DeBrow 
who testified at this hearing. 

Senator Munpr. It is the Henry DeBrow who testified that Mr. 
Ayres and Hill had falsely testified before this committee ? 

‘Mr. Betxro. I believe it is the same individual. 

Senator Munpr. Does the record show what Mr. DeBrow was paid 
for doing? Was he a person employed by this committee ? 

Mr. Be.urno. There is no indication as to what the payment was 
for. 

Senator Munpr. There is no way of knowing for what Mr. DeBrow 
had received the $210? 

Mr. Betirno. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. But he had been a recipient of payment by the 
committee / 

Mr. Beturno. We don’t know. Possibly it may have been for 
expenses he may have had in his work for the committee. 

Senator Munpr. What was the date of that payment? That was 
apparently his testimony. What was the date? 

Mr. Beturne. There were various dates. It wasn’t one payment, 
Senator. 

Senator Munpr. It was a series of small payments? 

Mr. Bevurno. It was a series of small payments, aggregating $210. 

Senator Munor. Indicating, probably, they were for expenses 
incurred possibly in carrying out work for the c ommittee ? 

Mr. Beiirno. Yes, sir. 

Mrs, C. W. Murphy, $160.50. Mrs. C. V. Murphy, $160.50. 
Mrs. R. F. Brashier, $75. Peyton Clark, $50.50. 

J. M. Wilkinson, $481.10. Dewey McLeod, 140. 

B. C. Rogers, $200. 

Senator Munpr. Did you find any record of the $2,000 that Mr. 
Brashier was supposed to have been advanced by the committee ? 

Mr. Betuino. That is included in the $2,850 which I mentioned 
previously. 

Mr. FLanacGan. One other thing that I think we should explain on 
the record here. Is there a breakdown as to the amount realized from 
the Jackson Day dinners? 

Mr. Betirno. The total receipts from the Jefferson-Jackson Day 
dinners as deposited in the banks, amounted to $21,383.25 and the 
total expenses, as best we could allocate without any report from the 
committee, was $6,275.74, or a net amount realized of $15,107.51. 
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Mr. Franacan. So, then, subtracting the $21,000 from the Jackson 
Day dinner money, from the $62,000 total inc ome, that meant you have 
got about $41,000 from other sources? 

Mr. Betuirno. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You would have to add it to the $6,000 expenses. 
If you substracted it you would have $15,000 instead of $21,000. 

Mr. Betirxo. The total receipts were $21,000 from the dinner. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And all the other total receipts were $41,000? 

Mr. Betirno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. That is all. 

Senator McCietian. Let me ask you one question. Were you able 
io find a list of the contributors ? 

Mr. Betirno. We found one list of contributors, Senator, which was 
prepared by a party by the name of John W. Scott and that is the only 
list we were able to locate. 

Senator McCiectan. Were any records kept; accurate records kept 
that you could find of contributors ? 

Mr. Betxtno. No, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. Were accurate records kept of these expendi- 
tures? Didthey havea record? Were they kept as they were made? 

Mr. Bettno. No record other than the canceled checks. 

Senator McCieitian. This was reconstructed from an examination 
of checks to date, and so forth ? 

Mr. Betxino. On disbursements we did receive all of the canceled 
checks to date. Two only were not available. 

Senator McCietnan. Can you say whether it was complete? Can 
vou say whether they had complied with the law with reference to 
keeping these records or making reports? Did you find any copies 
of reports made, as required by law? 

Mr. Betirno. There were no reports made and I don’t know whether 
or not they could have made reports on the basis of records that were 
turned over to us. 

Senator McCriet.an. The records that were turned over to you were 
not adequate upon which to base an accurate report ? 

Mr. Betrino, That is right, Senator. 

Senator McCietian. Have you checked and tried to get the com- 
plete record to ascertain whether or not such records were kept? 

Mr. Beturno. Yes sir, I have asked several times. 

Senator McCietian. Are you advised that they were not kept? 

Mr. Betirno. I was advised that they were not kept by Mr. Rogers, 
the secretary-treasurer, Mr. Beasley. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I notice that you also break down, or provide a list 
of identified receipts. In other words, you tried to give accurately the 
amount of money that was taken in by the committee by identifying 
the person or firm, from whom the money was received ; is that cor rect / 

Mr. Betirno. Yes, sir. I made a list of some of the contributions 
that we could determine from the records of the committee or from 
investigation, which were deposited. This list does not show the 
receipts which were in cash, that were not deposited. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Would it be possible because of the way these rec- 
ords were kept that contributions could have been made the commit- 
tee that we have not found or won’t be able to find ¢ 

Mr. Beturno. Definitely possible. 
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Mr. Firanacan. We will put this also in the record, this “Mississippi 
Democratic Committee, identified receipts.’ 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 
41,” and may be found in the appendix on p. 594.) 

Senator Munpr. Did you examine the books concerning the ticket 
sales that were made? 

Mr. Beutirno. We are still conducting our examination of that, 
Senator. 

Senator Munpr. Would it show, for example, the number of tickets 
received by Mrs. Murphy in advance and the amount of tickets that 
she sold ? 

Mr. Betirwo. That is listed in these two books which we specifi- 
cally obtained. However, we asked specifically for other records. 

Senator Munpr. Do the books show who sold the tickets for Mrs. 
Murphy, whether she sold them or whether they were charged for her? 

Mr. Beiiino. The books show only those that were charged to Mrs. 
Murphy. 

Senator Munpr. And those that she turned back ? 

Mr. Bettrno. And those that she turned back. 

Senator Munpr. And you will find from the records the number of 
tickets for each banquet 

Mr. Beiiino. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. The committee will now be in recess until 2 o'clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:25 p. m., Wednesday, April 11, 1951, a recess 
was taken until 2 p. m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator Hory. The subcommittee will come to order. Curtis Rogers. 

Mr. Wits. If the Chairman please, my name is T. J. Wills and I 
and Judge Dillon represent Curtis Rogers. We desire to have the 
priv ilege of sitting next to him. 

Senator Hory. You may have a seat next to him. 

Mr. Wits. I don’t believe Judge Dillon is here. 

Senator Horry. Well, you may sit next to him. 

Hold up your right hand, Mr. Rogers. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you give in this hearing 
shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mr. Rocerrs. I do. 

Senator Hory. Have a seat, Mr. Rogers. 


TESTIMONY OF CURTIS ROGERS, SYLVERANA, MISS. 


Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers, will you give your name and residence ? 

Mr. Rogers. Curtis Rogers, Sylverana, Miss. 

Senator Hory. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Rocers. I am a farmer and a livestock trader. 

Senator Hory. Have you held political appointments or held po- 
litical office or been associated with political campaigns in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Rogers. I never had any political appointments. I have been 
associated with political campaigns. 

Senator Hory. Over what period of time? 
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Mr. Rocers. Ever since I have been—well, I think the first cam- 
paign that I worked actively in was when Senator Butler was elected 
Governor the second time, in 1928—the 1927 campaign. 

Senator Hory. Since that time have you been active more or less in 
politics ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. At what time did you become connected with the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Rogers. When they formed it. I believe it was probably in 
September. I attended all of the meetings. 

Senator Hory. September of what year / 

Mr. Rogers. 1948. 

Senator Hory. What first meeting did you attend ? 

Mr. Rocers. The first one they had. 

Senator Hory. Where was it? 

Mr. Rogers. Down in, I believe, the Walthall Hotel. 

Senator Hory. Did you form the organization then ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. That was in the interest of support for the Pres- 
ident ? 

Mr. Rogers. In the interest of trying to arrange to get his electors 
on the ballot, so that they might have a chance to vote for him if they 
wanted to. 

Senator Horny. Was that a general meeting or just informal ? 

Mr. Rogers. Just a few people. 

Senator Hory. When did you form this present Democratic com- 
mittee in this city ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I believe it was in October 1948. 

Senator Hory. October 1948 ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Were you connected with the committee during the 
campaign ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Not any more than just a member. 

Senator Hory. When did you become actively connected with the 
committee in the sense of being one of the few who were consulted or 
who arranged for the organization and the carrying forward of the 
work of the committee ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. After the inauguration in January. 

Senator Hory. After the what ? 

Mr. Rogers. After the inauguration in January. 

Senator Hory. January 1948? 

Mr. Rogers. 1949. 

Senator Hory. 1949? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. What office did you hold with the committee after 
it was organized ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I hidn’t hold any position other than just being a mem- 
ber of the committee. 

Senator Hory. Who was elected chairman ? 

Mr. Roger. Mr. Mize. 

Senator Hory. Who was secretary and treasurer ? 

Mr. Rocer. Mr. John Scott. 

Senator Hory. You were then just a member of the committee / 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. Mr. Mize was sick when I attended the in- 
auguration and he asked me to attend as his proxy. 





1e 


in 


n- 


he 


he 
or 
he 


ter 


ni- 


in- 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI] DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 373 


Senator Horry. Well, you were a member of the committee ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir; but I was at the inauguration representing Mr. 
Mize aschairman. * 

Senator Hory. When did you begin to spend some time around the 
committee hee ,dquarters before t taking over as treaurer / 

Mr. Rogers. | spent some time ever since it has been organized, just 
in and out. 

Senator Horry. How often were you around the headquarters prior 
to the time that you took charge as treasurer / 

Mr. Rogers. Oh, I would say an average of twice a week. 

Senator Horr. Twice a week ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Something like that. 

Senator Hory. Who was in charge of the office at that time? 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Scott and then later Mr. Beasley. 


Senator Hory. And these, in turn, were secretary-treasurer of the 
committee 4 


Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. When did you succeed to the position of secretary 
and treasurer of the committee ? 

Mr. Rogers. When we got back from the inauguration and got 
money to pay the thousand dollars for this float and the checks began 
to bounce and things were hot, Mr. Mize and myself after consulting 
with other members of the committee went back to the bank and bor- 
rowed the money and paid off the checks and opened a different bank 
account on account of so many checks that probably might have 
been out that would come in and we didn’t have the money. 

Senator Horny. Were those accounts that had been accumulated 
before that time? 

Mr. Rocers. I didn’t have anything to do with any accounts before 
that time. 

Senator Hory. I say when you borrowed the money was that for the 


purpose of paying these accounts that had accumulated before that 
time ¢ 


Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Horny. What date did you take over as secretary-treasurer ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, when Mr. Beasley went to Woodfield and they 
asked me to take over and run the office until we could do something. 

Senator Hory. When was that / 

Mr. Rocers. I believe that was in July. I wouldn't be positive. I 
believe it was around July. 

Senator Horry. July 1950? 

Mr. Rocgrrs: Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you have continued in that position ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. Who kept the books? 

Mr. Rogers. We didn’t have any. 

Senator Hory. Such books as you did have who made the entries in 
them ? 

Mr. Rogers. We didn’t have any entries, we didn’t have any books 
at all. We had the bank statements. 

Senator Hory. Well, these bank statements, they just represented 


the money that was deposited in the bank and the checks that you gave 
to pay it out? 
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Mr. Rocers. Absolutely. I might make this statement, if I may: I 
have been around these campaigns all my life and I never have seen 
too many books around. 

Senator Horny. Did you have any records sled than those that you 
have given to the committee representatives ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. I gave them everything. 

Senator Hoey. These books that you did have, these books that 
related to the dinners, and so on, who kept those and who made the 
entries / 

Mr. Rocers. There was different ones working there while we were 
putting on the dinner. The main thing that those books were kept 
for was to keep a list of the people who we mailed the tickets to. 

Senator Hory. What sort of a list, if any, did you keep of people 
who made contributions to the party ? 

Mr. Ropers. We didn’t keep any because 99 out of every hundred 
didn’t want to be identified; they didn’t want anybody to know they 
had made contributions. They said they would get penalized by 
being identified and they didn’t want to be identified. 

Senator Horny. When you received a contribution that came to you 
what did you do with it? 

Mr. Rogers. If it came in a check I deposited it in the bank. If it 
came by cash I would deposit in a box and use it to pay the expenses 
of the committee. 

Senator Hory. There has been some testimony by different wit- 
nesses that you mentioned that you did not want. checks, that you 
wanted the money in cash. What can you tell us about that ? 

Mr. Roeers. Senator, I would have been glad to get anybody that 
wanted to give a check—I would take it if it was legitimate. I never 
made any statement like that in my life. 

Senator Hory. Mrs. Murphy testified that you told her that you did 
not want checks, you wanted the cash. 

Mr. Rogers. I did not tell her that and I can understand now what 
was going on. I didn’t know how until I heard her testimony. 

Senator Hory. What was going on? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, she was cashing them checks and part of the time 
she didn’t bring it in and the rest of the time she came in with 
her husband and her husband gave me a check for $600. 

Senator Hory. You think, then, according to your theory, they re- 
ceived the money, they received money that they had not accounted to 
you for? 

Mr. Rogers. According to their testimony. 

Senator Horry. Did you have any objection to receiving checks ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir. I was glad to get them. 

Senator Hory. Who decided the polie y that was to be adopted w vith 
reference to making recommendations for jobs, for office ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, that was decided at a committee meeting with 
the various members of the committee, that the various members of the 
committee would be consulted and we would take their recommenda- 
tion, unless there had been no one for the office. Then they could 
handle it themselves. 

Senator Hory. Well, when the recommendations came to you, or 


were received by you, how did you decide about who was going to get 
the appointment ? 
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Mr. Rogers. Lots of times I discussed it with Mr. Mize, sometimes 
I discussed it with Mr. Jackson and Mr. Hood by telephone, with 
different people 

Senator Hory. Did you have different people in the area to sort of 
look after appointments and make recommendations / 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did Mrs. Murphy do that? Was she one of those 
appointed ? 

Mr. Rogers. She was a member of the committee. 

Senator Hory. Did she sort of have charge of her section, to make 
recommendations ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes; with the exception of one case. Over at Eupora 
I had heard some way—some gentleman called me in the afternoon and 
asked me to whom—asked him to whom he was talking? I said 
“You are talking to Curtis Rogers.” He said, “The hell Iam. I am 
supposed to be talking to you here.” I said, “You are talking to me 
in Jackson.” He said, “When can I see you?” I said, “Any time.” 
So he came down the next morning, and he introduced himself. I 
didn’t know him. 

He told me there was a man and lady up there that was reported to 
be Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Rogers, that was trying to appoint him post- 
master. I said, “Do I look like the man?” He said, “No.” I said, 
“Do I talk like the same man you talked to over the phone yesterday 
afternoon?” He said, “Yes, sir.” I said, “You have never seen my 
wife.” 

There she sits over there. I more or less resent being re powrtee 
that way, because I have got a fine wife, a fine-looking one. I will be 
damned if I want to go all over Mississippi with a woman looking like 
that other woman. 

Senator Hory. Can you tell us who that was? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; but I had a strong suspicion it was the 
Murphys. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever say anything to them about it? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. I called them into the office, told them what 
had happened and ‘they willfully and deliberately denied it and I told 
the office force from then on to be on the alert for them Murphys when 
they come in here. 

Mr. Bingham’s check, the $350 check they got from Mr. Bingham, 
I never got a dime of that. 

Senator Hory. Getting back to the question of raising money, do 
you have any idea of how much money was raised during your term 
of office ? 

Mr. Rogers. I have no idea. 

Senator Hory. Have you ever figured it up? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; I am not an auditor. I am just an ordinary 
cow trader trying to do the best Iean. Iam just an amateur in a big 
league. I think I will know the direction of the ball from now on. 

Senator Hory. When you received a contribution either in money 
or checks, did you always deposit it in the bank ? 

Mr. Rogers. Unless some hee somebody was going out on some- 


thing and I had to pay expenses, I ‘paid it out of the cash, out of the 
box. 
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Senator Hory. But otherwise you would deposit all amounts in the 
bank? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Where did you carry the bank account? 

Mr. Rogers. In Raleigh, Miss. 

Senator Hory. Why did you carry it there? 

Mr. Rogers. Because it is my home-town bank and I didn’t want to 
go into business with having hot checks all over the country and I 
knew if I gave a check on that bank it would be paid whether the 
money was ‘there or not. 

Senator Hory. That was the reason why that bank was used as a 
depositary ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. With whom did you discuss the matter of contribu- 
tions, raising contributions ? 

Mr. Rogers. We discussed it on several occasions in committee meet- 
ings and also in Washington. 

Senator Hory. Either in your committee meetings or in Washing- 
ton did any question arise as to whether you would solicit contribu- 
tions from those who would be recommended for positions ? 

Mr. Rocrers. No, sir; not exactly that way, Senator, but they told 
us—— 

Senator Hory. Who told you? 

Mr. Rocrrs. The national committee told us that as long as the job 
was not the consideration we were eligible to receive contributions. 

Senator Hory. When your committee adopted the plan what 
instructions did they give you with reference to raising money from 
applicants for office? 

Mr. Rocrrs. They didn’t give me any instructions about that. They 
just told me I had to raise enough money to keep the oflice going. 

Senator Horny. Anywhere you could? 

Mr. Rocers. They just sald, “Raise the money.” There was just 
very few places we could raise it in a case of this type. 

Senator Hory. You received no instructions about getting contri- 
butions from those who were applicants for office ? 

Mr. Rocers. I wouldn’t say there had been, but I would say we just 
sat down and discussed it. Mr. Carraway and Mr. Moore and those 
people told us so long as it wasn’t the consideration for the job to go 
ahead and take the contribution. 

Senator Hory. After you came back home in your committee did 
you have any discussions about what would thereafter be your policy 
in order to get contributions from those people who were to be 
recommended ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. How did you go about it? 

Mr. Rocers. When the Post Office Department or somebody else 
would notify us of a vacancy we usually sent it out to the nearest 
committeeman. 

Senator Hory. For what purpose? 

Mr. Rocers. They would then in turn make the recommendation, 
7 if they brought money in or anything, I asked every one of them, 

said, “There can’t be any price t: ug on the job, they are not for sale, 
abo they are not going to be sold.” Of course, the Murphys came in 
more than anybody else, and they always said they are free and vol- 
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untary contributions. I questioned them about it. They told me it 
was free and voluntary, and I left them right in. They didn’t bring 
in anywhere near like they swore here yesterday they got. 

Senator Hory. When they made visits and came to the office and 
conferred with you personally what did you tell them about 
contributions ? 

Mr. Rogers. I told them that there was no job for sale, we didn’t 
sell jobs. However, we had an expense, and that is the only way we 
could stay there. So when people contributed I never told a man 
how much or what. They would contribute from one to five thousand 
dollars. 

Senator Horry. Did you suggest at any time to any applicants how 
much they might contribute ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell them how much it was customary to 
contribute ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. We did tell them very frankly that it was 
entirely up to them as to whether they made a contribution or whether 
they did not and it was entirely up to them as to the amount. 

Senator Hory. I don’t think you can reveal names, because you may 
be asked about it otherwise, but did you ever tell anyone who was an 
applicant for office that he would have to make a contribution or he 
would not get the appointment ? 

Mr. Rocers. No. 

Senator Hory. Did you ever say enough so that they would infer 
or believe that from your conversation ? 

Mr. Rogers. I wouldn’t say what the other man would believe but 
I know I never said it. 

Senator Hory. How far did you go toward telling people that they 
could not get a recommendation ? 

Mr. Rogers. I never told a man that he could not get a recommen- 
dation in my life, if he had to make a contribution. I always made 
it plain that there wasn’t any consideration. 

Senator Horry. Ordinarily how much did a man or woman who 
was going to get a recommendation give for getting to be an R. F. D. 
carrier ? 

Mr. Rogers. That would be entirely up to the party. 

Senator Hoey. I know it. I say how much ordinarily did he 
contribute ¢ 

Mr. Rocrers. Sometimes it was none, sometimes it was small, and 
sometimes there were larger ones. 

Senator Hory. Do you know anyone who was appointed R. F. D. 
carrier who did not pay anything? 

Mr. Roeers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Who? 

Mr. Rocers. Hillingham, down on the coast. 

Senator Hory. When was he appointed ? 

Mr. Rocers. One of the first appointments. It has been a long 
time ago. Mr. Cook, I believe, over at Natchez. I believe Mr. Cook 
was one of the first ones we appointed. 

Senator Hory. You mean that Mr. Cook was a man who was ap- 
pointed to this job? 

Mr. Rocers. He was appointed a rural carrier out of Natchez, Miss. 
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Senator Hoey. Is that the second one or is that just one? 
Mr. Rogers. That is just one that I remember, Senator. 
Senator Hory. Who else do you recall was appointed to any office 

who did not make a contribution ? 

Mr. Rogers. Mrs. Dean was, I believe, appointed postmaster. 

Senator Hory. Who else? Anybody else that you remember that 
was appointed to any office who did not make a contribution ? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Weaver was appointed postmaster at Tupelo. Mr. 
Mitchell was appointed postmaster at Plantersville. 

Senator Hory. Who recommended these different ones that you have 
mentioned here that were appointed without making a contribution ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. In the case of Mr. Fillingham, Joe Havrick. In the 
case of the boy at Natchez, Judge Coleman, and Mrs. Morris G. Rudd 
recommended him. 

Senator Hory. The next one? 

Mr. Rocers. And at Tupelo, George Dear Allen recommended him. 

Senator Hory. All right, another one. 

Mr. Roeers. At Plantersville Mr. Mitchell was appointed, I don’t 
remember by whom. I think the committeeman in the First Congres- 
sional District recommended Mr. Mitchell. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, do you remember any others be- 
sides those ¢ 

Mr. Rocrers. Well, there is a lady down here at Morreville, I forget 
hername. She got appointed. She didn’t make any contribution. 

Senator Hory. All right. Are there any others that you know 
of now? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I don’t just recall, unless I go through those files, 
I could find them. 

Senator Hory. Allright. Now, about how many recommendations 
for office did your committee make where the appointments were made / 

Mr. Rogers. I would imagine it was around a hundred. 

Senator Horny. Around a hundred ? 

Mr. Rogers. Or maybe more. I could not be exact about that. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, you have mentioned about five or 
six. Did practically all of the hundred make contributions? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; I would say at the most less than a third made 
contributions. 

Senator Hory. Less than a third ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What did this consist of, all post office jobs? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Have you a record, any record of the contributions 
you received from those who were recommended and appointed to 
office ? 

Mr. Rogers. That was in the bank statements. 

Senator Hory. Have you got anything there that you can give me a 
list of ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Well, when you deposited it in the bank was there 
anything to show by that who made the contribution 

Mr. Rocers. If it was a check, the name was put on the deposit slip. 

Senator Hory. If it was cash what happened ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. If there was cash there wasn’t any way of knowing. 
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Senator Hory. Then you could not tell from the bank how many of 
them were paying who had been recommended for office, because only 
the checks would show up there? 

Mr. Rocers. That is right. 

Senator Hory. In the case of the Murphys, they said they gave no 
checks at all, so in all of those recommended by the Miveben there 
would not be anything to show ? 

Mr. Rocers. They would give checks on themselves. 

Senator Hory. And that would show ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. That would not show who it was for, so far as the 
memorandum was concerned / 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, Mr. Rogers. there have been a number of 
witnesses here testifying they visited your office and talked to you 
about these appointments, and as a result of their conversations with 
you they gathered the very definite impression that they were not 
going to get the office unless they made a contribution. 

Can you tell us what you said to them that left that impression on 
their minds? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, Senator, if you would state the particular case, 
I will try to refresh my memory and try to tell you. I presume you 
are talking about Mr. Ruble? 

Mr. FuanaGan. Take the case of Mr. Ruble, the acting postmaster 
at West Point. 

Mr. Rogers. All right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you hear him testify yesterday ? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Now, he testified that he saw you and you told 
him that he could have the job if he contributed $500 to the committee. 
He testified to that under oath. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. What do you have to say about that ? 

Mr. Rocers. Here is the situation, as I remember it, and I think Iam 
correct. He came in the office, and he had probably contacted some- 
body before he did me, and I had a recommendation in the office from 
Mr. Drewry, Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Clarence Knight, the three com- 
mitteemen from the First Congressional District, recommending Mr. 
Joe Ruble. 

In the meantime, before Mr. Ruble got there, I had another letter 
from them wanting to back off from it, and recommending a Mr. 
May. So when Mr. Ruble come in I told him that we had a little 
conflict in the recommendation, and therefore T called Mr. Drewry in 
Corinth, Miss., and asked him what he wanted to do. 

Well, he said under the circumstances Mr. May came up there and 
told him that I wanted him to recommend him, and that I would 
go ahead and appoint him whether they recommended him or not, 
he said, “Under those circumstances I sent you the letter.” I says, 

“T don’t pee, I did not make——” 

Mr. Fianacan. I don’t understand what you are talking about. 
Who recommended who? 

Mr. Rocers. Drewry recommended Ruble, and a Mr. May came in 
wanting a job and they recommended him, too. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. In other words, your representatives up in that 
area recommended two men, Ruble and May? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir, and I called Mr. Drewry over the phone, and 
he told me he thought the Ruble appointment was the best ppeeet- 
ment. He said, “I have already talked with him,” and he said, “I sug- 
gested to Mr. Ruble that he make a contribution.” 

Mr. Fuanacan. Who said that; Ruble? 

Mr. Rogers. No, no, Mr. Drewry. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Drewry? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. All right. Go ahead. 

Mr. Rocers. Then I went back in, and went to talking to Mr. Ruble 
along with a lady in the office, and he said that the committee up 
there had indicated to him that he should really make, or he really 
ought to make a contribution. I said, “That is entirely up to you, 
Mr. Ruble.” I said, however, “We need funds, and need them bad, 
but we are not selling jobs. We are not going to sell you this one, 
or we will not sell anybody else one.” 

He said, “Well, I would like to get the job.” He went on to tell 
me how much he would do for the Democratic Party, and in the coming 
primary he would support anybody in the party. 

His father-in-law was deputy sheriff. He put up a nice please. 
He said, “I will go to Washington. I will get your recommendation 
and carry it with me. I am going to meet Mr. Hood up there.” 

I then instructed the lady to write the recommendation, and he 
came back by the next morning. The reason his copy was not mailed 
was because he said that he would be back. He came by and left 
the $500 in an envelope, just like he said he did. 

Mr. FianaGcan. Your testimony here today concerning the solicita- 
tion of that $500 is in direct conflict with the testimony of Mr. Ruble. 

Mr. Rogers. I told you the truth. 

Mr. Fianacan. Then Mr. Ruble, of course, has been lying, is that 
it? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know whether he has been lying, but he just 
has not told it all. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He told it all concerning the $500? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He said that you solicited it. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Firanacan. And you say that he offered it ? 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Mr. FiuanaGan. So you are in direct contradiction. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Let’s take the case of Perkins at Calhoun City . 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Were you here yesterday and did you hear him 
testify ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FianaGan. Do you recollect his testimony ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Well, not all, but I go in general, yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Well, he generally testified that you asked him to 
contribute $300 and later $200 more. 

Mr. Rogers. Did he say I asked him for it? 

Mr. Fuanacan. Yes. 
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Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember him saying that. 

Mr. Franacan. Well, the record will ‘show that, that you indicated 
to him that if he would ‘make the payments that he would get the job. 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir, I did not indicate that. 

Mr. Firanacan. That was his testimony. 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. What did you say to Mr. Perkins? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, Mr. Perkins came down to see me. He had done 
seen other members of the committee, and he come in and sat down 
and I went over it with him, and I asked was he a 10-point veteran 
and he said, “Yes,” and I said, “Boy, I don’t see no reason why you 
should not have it, since you are a 10-point veteran, and I kind of 
like you, you look like you would make a good mail carrier to me, and 
I am for you.” 

He got up and pulled out a check book and said, “I want to help 
out. How much ought I to pay?” I said, “Man, that is up to you. 
You pay something “if you want, but you are going to get the mail 
route anyway, if you are on the eligible list.” 

He went home and mailed it—he either had the lady write the 
check out in the office, he mailed one, I believe, and the other was 
written in the office. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Here again we have a direct contradiction between 
your sworn testimony and Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Mr. FuanaGan. As to the circumstances under which the contribu- 
tions were solicited and given. 

Mr. Rogers. I did not understand Mr. Perkins to swear I asked 
him for a contribution. 

Mr. Fianacan. The record will speak for itself. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. In this case again you contend that Mr. Perkins 
was lying under oath before this committee, in the event he indicated 
that you solicited funds from him in return for the job? 

Mr. Rogers. I wouldn’t say he was lying, but all I say is I did not 
ask him for a contribution. 

Mr. Fianaaan. It is in effect saying he is lying, is it not? 

Mr. Rocers. That would be up to everybody else to draw their own 
conclusions. ; 

Mr. Fuanacan. Here are two specific cases in which your testimony 
is directly opposite to the testimony of the persons who got the 
jobs. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Furanacan. Can you think of any reason, or give any reason to 
this committee why two men, so far as I know they don’t know each 
other, should come in and swear falsely against you ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know any reason, no, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Let’s go back to the West Point case. 

Mr. Rogers. All right, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you hear Mr. Ruble’s testimony ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLAnaGaNn. His testimony concerning the contact you had with 
him in the latter part of February of this year. 

Mr. Rocers. Up in West Point? 

Mr. Fianaaan. Yes. 
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Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir, and there is just one little part of that that he 
left out, too. He asked me to come up there, when he was down at the 
Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner, that he ws anted to see me. I went up 
there to see what he wanted, and what he wanted, there was some ‘body 
embezzled a bunch of money at West Point, at the West Point B: ank, 
and he was in the Federal penitentiary, and he wanted me to try to 
help him get out. 

I said, “How long has he been there?” and he said, ““T'wo weeks.” 

Mr. Fuanacan. At that time when you had had this meeting with 
Mr. Ruble on the outskirts of this town of West Point—— 

Mr. Rocers. It was in a cafe on the highway, I guess. 

Mr. Franacan. When you had that meeting did you have any con- 
versation with Mr. Ruble concerning the payment of $500 he had made 
to the committee? 

Mr. Rocers. I told Mr. Ruble, I said, “I imagine this is going to be 
investigated, and I hate to see you lose your job. I like you; I hate to 
see you fose your job.” 

I did not ask him to waive any of his testimony or testify anything. 

Mr. Franacan. As I recollect Mr. Ruble’s testimony yesterday, he 
said you told him noe to say that he had given the $500. 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, but I did not. 

Mr. FLanacGan. Because if he did you would both be in trouble. 

Mr. Rogers. I did not tell him that. 

Mr. FLanacan. You again reiterate 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLranacGan (continuing). That the statement Mr. Ruble was 
making yesterday to this committee w _ a lie under oath? 

Mr. Rogers. I won't say it was a lie, but I would say I am not lying. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I did not hear the last? 

Mr. Rocers. I would say I am not lying. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Then it is obvious that Mr. Ruble must be telling 
an untruth? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know, but I know that I am not lying. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Why didn’t you go into the post office to see Mr. 
Ruble in that case ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. The highway doesn’t even come through the town of 
West Point, and I stopped at the cafe, it is a kind of a shopping center 
out there, and I just called him up, because he told me he wanted to 
see me, and I thought the boy had some—well, he wanted to get 
somebody out of the penitentiary that embezzled some funds in the 
bank and he had been there 14 days. 

Mr. Franacan. Yes, but you did not know that at the time you 
called him up, _ you? 

Mr. Rogers. I didn’t know what he wanted to talk to me about. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Why didn’t you drive to the post office and walk in 
and talk to him? 

Mr. Rocers. I did not want to go to the trouble of going down 
through town. It is a long way off. 

Mr. Firanacan. You drove all the way from Jackson to West Point 
to see him, and you stopped at the edge of town. [Laughter.] 

Is that correct ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, is there any violation of the law in it? 

Mr. Franacan. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Rogers. All right, sir. 
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Mr. FianaGan, But it just seemed slightly incredible, and that is 
the reason I wanted your reason as to why you drove from Jackson to 
West Point and stopped at the edge of town. 

Mr. Rocers. I drove further than that and haven't seen people. 

Mr. Franacan. ‘That is not responsive to my question. 

Mr. Rocers. I didn’t quite understand you, Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What reason do you have to drive from here all the 
way to West Point to see a man, and stop at the edge of town and 

call him up? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, 1 had heard from three or four different sources 
what Mr. Ruble was going to say, and what he was going to do. I 
went to see what he was going to say. 

Mr. Fianacan. You knew what he was going to say before he got 
there ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; I didn’t know. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What reason did you have to call from the edge of 
town / 

Mr. Rocers. I wanted to know what he did want to say. I did not 
ask the man to alter his testimony. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I say, why did you go to the edge of town! Why 
didn’t you go into the post office to talk to him? 

Mr. Rocers. I just did not want to go into town. The town of West 
Point is off the highway. 

Mr. Fianagan. It is off the highway, and you wanted to save your- 
self that extra mile ? 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Mr. Franacan. After driving what? How far is it to West Point? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know, a couple of hundred miles, I imagine. 
| Laughter. | 

Mr. FiuanaGan. Now, do you also recollect yesterday the testimony 
of Mr. and Mrs. Murphy, wherein they testified under oath that some- 
time after they were served with a subpena by this committee, they 
met you on the street, and you sat down in the automobile with them, 
and told them not to testify to certain facts before this committee ? 

Mr. Rogers. I remember it very distinctly. They had been looking 
for me, just like they said they had, and Mr. Jackson and myself, for 
3or4days. They had been around telling that I was dodging them: 
when I was walking down the street, Mr. Beasley and Mr. Williamson 

came along, and I told them to tell the Murphys if they were looking 
for me I was ready to talk to them, but I never had no such conversa- 
tion as they said. 

Mr. Franacan. What conversation did you have? 

Mr. Rocrrs. We just sat down and talked, and Mr. Murphy told 
me that a couple of these investigators went up and tore in his house 
and went all through his things | when he was not there, and he told 
what Mrs. Murphy told about them hiding the car out, slipping 
around in the bushes, and stuff like that. 

Mr. Franacan. What else did they tell you ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, there wasn’t a whole lot said, because I didn’t 
stay in the car with them but just a few minutes. It was raining 
and I came up and sat down in the car. 

Mr. Fianagan. Is that all you can remember of what was said in 
that conversation with the two Murphys? 
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Mr. Rogers. Oh, no; there was quite a little conversation went on. 
Mr. Murphy said something about voting for President Truman, 
that he would never vote for us so-and-so’s again, and I said, “So far 
as I understand, I don’t think you ever had.” 

And just talk like that. I said, “However, that is up to you; you 
vote like you want to. Every man is entitled to his own opinion 
about a thing like that, and his own vote.” 

Mr. Fuanacan. At any point did you either tell Mr. or Mrs. Mur- 
phy that they should not advise this committee that you had instructed 
them to bring cash rather than checks ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; that was not even discussed, and besides, when 
she said I was to pay her 25 percent, she is wrong. I paid her 10 per- 
cent, and it is in the bank statement. The checks have been paid and 
the statements are in your possession. 

Mr. Fianacan. That phase of the testimony by the two Murphys 
was a false statement ? 

Mr. Rocers. Absolutely. 

Mr. Firanacan. Now, as to the other statement they made; as I rec- 
ollect it, they testified under oath that you told them that they should 

say nothing about the payments of money you made. 

“Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. FuanaGan. You deny that also? 

Mr. Rogers. I deny that also. 

Mr. Franacan. And any statement they may have made to that 
effect, in your opinion, is a ‘falsehood ? 

Mr. Roars. Absolutely ; I know it is. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers, in this computation made of the bank 
account, which you say is the only books you have—— 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hogry. It appears that you drew out of the account some- 
thing like $12,000. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir; I don’t know how much. 

Senator Hory. What was that for? 

Mr. Rogers. The expenses going from here to Washington and all 
over the country. 

Senator Hory. Well, how would you draw that out, in what 
amounts ? 

Mr. Roeers. I would just write a check and draw it out. 

Senator Hory. Write a check to yourself? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; I would usually write it to cash, and if I was 
going to Washington I would put “D. C. expenses” on there. 

Senator Hory. How much would you ordinarily draw out for an 
occasion like that? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, it would be different, Senator. If I was figur- 
ing I would be out there 1 day it would be one thing; if it would be a 
week it would be more. I figured what it would cost to stay in 
Washington. 

Senator Horr. Outside of the payment for your trip to Washing 
ton, what became of the balance? 

Mr. Rogers. I made more trips than that one. Paid some of them 
myself. 

Senator Horry. But you did not make $12,000 worth of trips; did 
you? 
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Mr. Rocers. I made more than 50 trips up there since the inaugura- 
tion in 1949. 

Senator Hory. Now, do you mean to say that all of this $12,000 
that was drawn out by you 

Mr. Rocers. Not the whole thing; no sir. 

Senator Hory. Then what did become of it? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, when I was traveling around here I had to have 
a little expense money and a smaller check was drawn for local ex- 
penses when I was around in the State. 

Senator Hory. Was any part of this $12,000 paid to you for 
salary ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You drew no salary whatsoever ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir; and am a poor man today. 

Senator Hory. When you started in at this time of being elected 
secretary-treasurer, what date was that? 

Mr. Rocers. I imagine that was July; it may have been August 
or September. 

Senator Hory. Of 1950? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hoey. Now, from that time up until the present date, the 
time that you ceased ‘to write checks, you had drawn out around 
$12,000? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You say all of that was just for your expenses? 

Mr. Rogers. It was all my expenses. Not just expenses; it was all 
mine. 

Senator Hory. I say, your expenses. 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. That $12,000 was the amount you received, and 
the total amounted to how much? Your total collections for the 
whole time, not only with you in, but all along, amounted to a grand 
total of, say, $53,000, or a little over $53,000. 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And out of that, $12,954.25 went out to you? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Now, the checks on other payments: There is a 
payment to Mr. Hood reimbursing him for expenses, and payment 
to Mr. Jackson for fees, and payment to Mr. Boehm for services, 
and payments to Mr. Beasley for services, and payment to Mr. Scott 
and payment to Mr. Brashier, and the office expenses, and all of those 
outside. 

Now, what constituted this $12,954.25 that you got? 

Mr. Rogers. My traveling expense, and the expenses I was allowed 
while I was on the committee. 

Senator Hory. Do you swear that for the time you were on the 
committee to August or September 1950, to the time you went out, 
you spent $1: 2,000. just for vour expenses? 

Mr. Rocrrs. I expect I spent more than that. 

Senator Hory. And you did not keep any account of it? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. The only think you know, if you wanted money you 
wrote a check either to yourself or cash? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Hory. And you drew the money out? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you made no accounting to anybody on it ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir. I have the bank statements for anybody who 
wants to look at them. 

Senator Hory. There is nothing on the bank statements to show 
what vou did with it? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. I am talking about the $12.954.25 that you drew 
out. 

Mr. Rocers. I spent it for personal expenses. 

Senator Hory. You made no accounting to anybody for that? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. To no other member of the committee ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. No other member of the committee knew anything 
about what you were spending it for, or how ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Any time they wanted to know anything, if they asked 
me I would be glad to show them. 

Senator Hory. But you did not have any records? 

Mr. Rogers. I could show them the bank statements. 

Senator Hory. You can show you drew out so much money ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. But that would not show what you did with it? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. If you went into the bank and drew out $500, there 
wouldn’t be anything on the bank statement to show what you did 
with it. 

Mr. Rocers. If I made a trip to Washington, I put it on there. 

Senator Hory. You did not show on it how much you spent on a 
trip to Washington. 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Horry. You did not put anything on that to show how much 
you spent for different things. 

Mr. Rocers. Senator, there was a lot of things,.a lot of times, when 
I would have pretty well all the committee with me in Washington, 
and I would have those expenses to pay. 

Senator Hory. When the committee went you drew out the money ? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, if Mr. Jackson went with me I paid all the bills. 

Senator Hory. You paid the bills there? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you pay the bills for anybody else going with 
you? 

Mr. Rogers. I would pay it when any of the committee would go. 

Senator Hory. All right. Now, how many times did the other 
members of the committee go with you to Washington ? 

Mr. Rogers. I couldn't tell you. A dozen. 

Senator Hory. When you say this $12,000 went for expenses, can 
you tell us how much of that was involved in your trips to Washington ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Well, no, sir, but the principal part of it. 

Senator Hory. The principal part ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. . 

Senator Hory. The principal part went for that? 
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Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. I would not be positive, but you know, some- 
times I would carry four or five people to Washington with me. 

Senator Hory. And you mean to tell the committee, then, that this 
$12,954.25 that you drew out, that the principal part of it was to pay 
your expenses and the expenses of other people going to Washington ¢ 

Mr. Roerrs. I would assume that, not being positive, but I think 
that. 

Senator Hory. And you have no record of all the visits you made? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you drew out $5,000, if that was what you drew, 
to go to Washington, and you did not keep any record of what you 
spent ? 

Mr. Rogers. I would always spend more than I had. 

Senator Hory. You always spent more than you had ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. No matter what you took, you spent more? 

Mr. Roerrs. It invariably worked that way. 

Senator Hory. So you had no accounting at all as to what you did 
with it, you kept it and spent it ? 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Senator Hory. All of this money that you drew out while you were 
here in Jackson, and traveling around here, there is no account of it 
at all? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

_ Senator Hory. So of the total disbursements amounting to some 

$36,000 that were paid out to these different people, as listed in your 
chee ‘ks, of that $36,000 you got about a third of it, this $12,954? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. That did not include any people in the office, because 
you have that on a separate account ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. This $36,000 went to Rogers, Hood, Jackson, Mize, 
Glenn Boehm, Clark Pearce, J. B. Hanna, R. F. Brashier, J. Wilkin- 
son, John W. Scott, Curtis Beasley, and LaVerne Yelverton. 

Now out of that you got more than a third of the entire amount of 
money ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I stayed on the road all the time. 

Senator Hory. You stayed on the road ? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you were on the road for the committee / 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. What were you doing on the road ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I would go into Washington, and anywhere else it was 
necessary for me to go. 

Senator Hory. What were you going to Washington so much 
about ? 

Mr. Rocers. Trying to get something done. 

Senator Hory. On what? 

Mr. Rogers. There is thousands of things. 

Senator Hoey. All right. Let’s take up a few of them. You al- 
ready had the arrangement that Washington was to recognize the 
endorsements made by Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Rogers. I had appointments with Mr. Boyle, and he would be 
gone, and I would come back and go again. 
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Senator Hory. Now, I want to see what you went about. Here you 
had an arrangement by which the endorsement of Mr. Hood was to be 
accepted and acted upon, didn’t you? 

Mr. Rocers. But there were a lot of things coming up besides. 

Senator Hory. What was coming up? 

Mr. Rocrers. Well, to try to help these people keep peace in the field, 
und tried to promote the Democratic Party down here, and get a little 
besides three or four people with us. 

Senator Hory. What were you running to Washington so much 
about ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well 

Senator Hory. You couldn’t get people in Mississippi in with the 
party by going to Washington ? 

Mr. Rogers. You had to get Washington to do something, to try 
to get them in. 

Senator Hory. What did you want them to do? 

Mr. Rogers. They never did do very much. 

Senator Hory. What did you want them to do? What did you try 
to get them to do? 

Mr. Rogers. We wanted them to give us something down here in 
the way the other States has got them, such as camps. Camp Shelby 
is one of the best locations in the United States and it is still dead. 

Senaor Hory. When did you go up to se about camps ? 

Mr. Rocers. I made several trips. 

Senator Hory. Where did you want them to put a camp? 

Mr. Rogers. Anywhere in Mississippi. 

Senator Horny. Did you just go to Washington and announce you 
want a camp down here? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. How did you proceed ? 

Mr. Rocers. We would go to the committee and ask if there would 
be a chance to get them. 

Senator Hory. You mean you went to the Democratic National 
Committee ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you asked them about seeing about getting a 
camp down there? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And they told you the Army wasn’t quite ready? 

Mr. Rocrers. That is what they tell you. 

Senator Hory. I say, is that what they told you? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Did you just come here and run back down and see 
about a camp again? 

Mr. Rocers. It wouldn’t be long before you would come back. 

Senator Horry. Did you get any further word about coming back? 

Mr. Rocers. They would call and tell you to come up occasionally. 

Senator Horry. Did you go back again about the camp, then? 

Mr. Rocers. Just asked them about it. I wasn’t interested in it any 
more than I wanted to have one. 

Senator Horry. I know, but I am asking you. You made one trip 
about a camp. Did you make another one? 

Mr. Rocers. I made several. 

Senator Hory. What is that? 
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Mr. Rogers. I can’t recall all the trips. I guess I made 50 trips. I 
don’t remember. 

Senator Hory. You don’t remember what you went for? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember. 

Senator Hory. You don’t remember what you did after you got 
there ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horny. What did you do? 

Mr. Rocrers. Well, I went up to the hotel and called up to get an 
appointment and waited until I could get one. 

Senator Hory. After you got an appointment what did you do? 

Mr. Rogers. I went right there. 

Senator Hory. What did you do? 

Mr. Rogers. Go to see them. 

Senator Hory. What did you go there for ? 

Mr. Rogers. Different things. 

Senator Hory. You had a lot of business with the national com- 
mittee that you had to make 60 trips up there just to see people? 

Mr. Roacers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You didn’t go up there every time you had an ap- 
pointment because Mr. Hood would send the endorsement ? 

Mr. Rogers. We would send a letter up there and we would never 
hear from them. 

Senator Hory. You mean you had to follow the letter up? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, to get anywhere. 

Senator Hory. Who did you write to to get an appointment ? 

Mr. Rogers. We made a trip up there when Mr. Pape of FHA made 
the appointment. We first recommended Mr. Yates. Something 
came up that somebody didn’t want him. We went up and recom- 
mended Mr. Kemp. 

Senator Hory. You could recommend him without going up there? 

Mr. Rogers. You wouldn’t get too far with it. You might, being 
a Senator, but we didn’t. 

Senator Hory. Do you mean every time you recommended a man 
for an appointment like that you had to follow it up to see whether 
it was made ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, two or three times. 

Senator Hory. What is that? 

Mr. Rogers. I had to follow it up three or four times. 

Senator Horry. I supposed your recommendations just went right 
through. 

Mr. Ropeers. It is just like cutting eye teeth to get anything out 
of them, 

Senator Hory. Isn’t it a fact that so far as the Postoffice Depart- 
ment is concerned the record will show that if a recommendation were 
sent in to the Post Office Department the appointment would come 
through ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. So that it was not something that had to do with 
that that caused you to make the trip? 

Mr. Rogers. We didn’t have a lot of trouble. We just didn’t have 
a Whoie lot of them. 

Senator Hory. They are the ones that you went out about? 
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Mr. Rogers. We went out about the Mississippi City post office. We 
had recommended a gentleman down there, and Mr. Gaines called me 
and said he was running up and down the coast and said he had 
bought the office. I picked up the telephone and asked Mr. Harbor of 
the Post Office Department to hold the appointment up and I went up 
there on Tuesday to talk with Mr. Mize and Mr. Jackson and told 
them what I had heard and I said, “I want you to call down there 
and get the name of somebody that works in that post office and ap 
point him acting postmaster”. That is the reason he didn’t get the 
appointment. 

Senator Hory. You mean because he told about it ? 

Mr. Rocers. Told about it? He works by the post office. 

Senator Hory. Had he paid you $500? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. I never saw him in my life until he came in 
yesterday. 

Senator Horry. So he went around and told people that he had paid 
to get a post office and when you heard about it you had the recom- 
mendation canceled ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You had recommended him ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes, sir, and he had been recommended, I would say, 
3 weeks. 

Senator Hory. And you made a special trip to get it canceled ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. And I looked after a little other business there. 

Senator Hory. And you took two men with you? 

Mr. Roerrs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You were determined to get it canceled ? 

Mr. Rocers. Not necessarily that. We had other business there. 

Senator Hory. That was the principal thing that you went there 
for? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. What other business ? 

Mr. Rogers. We had had other things to talk over at the committee. 

Senator Hory. What did you want to talk about ? 

Mr. Rocers. About things right here in Mississippi. 

Senator Hory. What were those things? 

Mr. Rogers. We wanted to find out if there was any chance to go 
ahead and make the deal with these Dixiecrat Congressmen and Sena 
tors and wind it up. 

Senator Hory. When was that? 

Mr. Rogers. That was about the same time I went to see Senator 
Eastland. 

Senator Hory. About when was it? 

Mr. Rogers. That was along there—I wouldn't be positive if it was 
before or after Christmas, but it wasn’t too far from Christmas. | 
believe it was after Christmas. 

Senator Hory. You went up there at the invitation of Mr. Gratz! 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And had this conversation ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you did not get anything done? 

Mr. Roerrs. I went up to talk to Senator Eastland and it didn’t just 
exactly work out, but I noticed it worked in the papers. 
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Senator Horry. It did work? 

Mr. Rogers. It did. I don’t know what happened. I wasn’t in on 
that. 

Senator Hory. It worked out somehow. You worked out an agree- 
ment and what happened to it? 

Mr. Rogers. What ¢ 

Senator Hory. You say you worked it out? What worked out? 

Mr. Rogers. The trade. 

Senator Horny. The trade? 

Mr. Roger. Yes, sir. The national committee told us all the time 
that they had the olive branch out to Eastland, Stennis and all the 
Congressmen and we were to trade with them, just as soon as they 
quit. 

Senator Hory. In other words, they wanted to reconcile some of 
these people ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes: any time they were ready to go and so they had 
us in there and after we got done, why, just like that they ordered me 
to come back in and complete an organization there to fight to try 
to get enough support to have the balance of power, have enough 
votes in the. Mississippi primary. If we had individual candidates, 
to have enough support for them. 

Senator Hory. That was the instruction you had ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. That was either before or after Christmas? 

Mr. Rocers. I think it was after Christmas. I went to Senator 
Eastland the day they had the party for MeGrath down here at the 
Heidelberg Hotel and talked to him in his room. 

Senator Horny. Did you and he get into agreement ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Hory. When did the national committee tell you? 

Mr. Rogers. They told us at all times that they had to trade with 
these people as quic +k as they could. 

Senator Hory. Did they tell you at any time that they had to? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Hory. You did not get any notices / 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Hory. In view of all that did you have to keep making trips 
to Washington ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Hory. Coming back to the question I asked you a while ago, 
do you mean to tell the committee then that this $12,000 drawn out 
by you of committee funds was used to pay for trips around here? 

Mr. Rocers. It might not have been to be going to Washington. 

Senator Hory. You said that it w: as principally used for trips you 
mede to Washington. “Principally.” that is the word you used. 

Mr. Rocrers. Yes. I don’t know how much and I have no idea 
except what Mr. Bellino said a while ago. 

Senator Horny. You never ran it up yourself at all / 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Hory. You got the deposits from the bank and from appli- 
cants and you never rang it up? 

Mr. Rocers. No. All I did was to keep it in the bank so that it 
wasn't overdrawn. 
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Senator Hory. And you never made a deposit unless you were over- 
drawn? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And as soon as you had it in the bank you made a 
withdrawal ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And you withdrew $12,000? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know. 

Senator Hory. And if the books and checks show it was $12,000, that 
is what you withdrew ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Horny. Coming down to the matter of Roy Brashier’s ap- 
pointment, what was he to do? 

Mr. Roeers. I hired Mr. Brashier for $100 a month to go out in the 
counties and do general organization work—I mean $100 a week and 
expenses. 

Senator Hory. $100 a week and expenses ? 

Mir. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. When did you employ him? 

Mr. Roeers. Around the 1st of February. 

Senator Hory. Of this year? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, what was he to do? 

Mr. Rocers. He was to get people, in each county that was interested 
in trying to get the Democratic Party back in shape and rebuild it, 
get people that we could call on to get intelligent recommendations 
for any Federal appointment that we might have anything to do with, 
or anything else with reference to the Democratic Party. 

Senator Hory. They were not to receive any compensation, were 
they ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. I had intended to send him back and build 
county and precinct organizations. 

Senator Hory. He was to select one man in each county to be sort of 
head of it ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And he was not to receive any compensation but he 
was rewarded—he was to be rewarded by having the right to recom- 
mend people for public office in that county ? 

Mr. Rogers. Any appointments that we might have anything to do 
with. Now, Sellers at Canton, Madison County, was set up on the 
same basis and we had a call that the postmaster at Canton was to 
go to the Army and they wanted the appointment for the afternoon 
and I called Mr. Hood and he came down and he recommended the 
assistant postmaster for the appointment and he is today acting 
postmaster. 

Senator Hory. This man was to travel around and get one man in 
each county ? 

Mr. Rogers. And he could appoint for any office that we had any- 
thing to do with. 

Senator Hory. Of course, that would include the OPS, wouldn’t it ? 

Mr. Rogers. We didn’t have—I didn’t think we would have one. 

didn’t know whether we would have an OPS or not. 

Senator Hory. You thought you would, didn’t you? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes; it looked like it. 
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Senator Hory. And your committee had been asked by the national 
committee to make some recommendation about some officials down 
there ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Horry. You did know, then, that you were doing to make 
recommendations ? 

Mr. Rogers. We didn’t know about there being any county organ- 
ization, Senator. 

Senator Hory. You knew there was somebody going to be appointed 
in the counties, didn’t you ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. I still don’t know anything about it. 

Senator Hory. Did you give Mr. Brashier or Mr. Wilkinson, either 
one, any instructions with reference to how these county men were to 
be paid who were going to represent the county ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Did you let them know that you expected each one 
to make a contribution ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. The committee really needed money of 
anyone they could get a contribution from, if they could get it. 

Senator Hory. Didn't you send them around with instructions that 
normally they should ask three or four hundred dollars ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Some of them were for $50. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Rogers, there were more of them $300? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes. 

Senator Hory. How do you account for the fact that on this whole 
list—Mr. Brashier and Mr. Wilkinson agreed to the list—that they 
were about three or four hundred dollars each? How do you account 
for the fact that those figures seem to be in that amount ? 

Mr. Rogers. I can’t account for it because I have no idea of what 
they said to these people, or anything. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Brashier you started out by paying him a hun- 
dred dollars a week and expenses ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And then you advanced him $2,000? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. According to this record here you paid him a total 
sum of $2,550. 

Mr. Rocers. I didn’t know the exact amount. 

Senator Hory. How long did he work ? 

Mr. Rogers. I would say he worked practically a month. 

Senator Hory. A month? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. He got $2,350? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. He owes that money, he owes that difference. 

Senator Hory. He owes a difference of how much ? 

Mr. Rogers. At the rate of 4 weeks’ work, at a hundred dollars a 
week, it would be $400. Of course, he had some expense money in 
there to come off of that. 

Senator Hory. He owes you the amount of that ? 

Mr. Rocrers. He owes the committee. 

Senator Hory. How does it happen that you just advanced him that 
much money ? 
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Mr. Rogers. After I hired him, he came in and told me that he had 
some obligations that he had to meet and that he could not go out 
and be free to work until he could get—I believe he said he had a 
six or seven hundred dollar overdraft at the bank and he had to have 
some advance money. 

Senator Hory. What was your contract with Mr. Wilkinson ? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Wilkinson, the only agreement I had with him was 
that he was to do his work and I was to pay him his expenses. 

Senator Hory. And you paid him $610 then 4 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know how much. 

Senator Hory. How long did he work for you ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. He was just working—I don’t think he put in full 
timeatall. Iimagine he started in November. 

Senator Horny. And just worked at odd times ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Were you here yesterday when these gentlemen, 
Mr. Brashier and Mr. Wilkinson, testified 4 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You heard the list read over to them of contribu 
tion made of three or four hundred and a few of fifty dollars and all 
that. You received all that money, did you not ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. If it came in on the deposit slips, I did. 

Senator Hory. Have you any personal recollection of this money 
coming in ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I assume it came in; yes. 

Senator Hory. Will you tell the committee why it was that you 
decided to get these contributions from these men that you named in 
the counties, who were going to make the appointments or recom- 
mendations ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I didn’t necessarily confine contributions to any group 
of people. We would get them anywhere we could. 

Senator Hory. You did not confine contributions to any one group / 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. Didn’t you inquire as to who made the contribu 
tions, or anything ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir, because I really was busy and I didn’t have 
time to fill with anything except the dinner at that time. 

Senator Hory. All you did was get the money / 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Horny. And deposit it? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Hory. And asked no questions ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Did you tell Mr. Wilkinson or Mr. Brashier when 
they contacted these men to be head of the county that they ought to 
make a contribution of three or four hundred dollars ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. You did not tell them anything ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And yet they went out and got all those contribu: 
tions. Do you have any idea of how they arrived at that idea of 
getting three or four hundred dollars from each man ? 


Mr. Ri cers. I don’t know. 
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Senator Hory. You don’t know ? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Hory. That is all. 

Senator McCiecian. I want to go back to the post-office matter for 
just a minute. I haven't had an opportunity to read the transcript 
and I don’t remember all of the names. There were a number of 
10-point veterans who have testified at this hearing regarding post- 
office appointments as rural carriers, that the contributions they made 
they had to go and borrow the money. Are you asking us to believe 
as a committee that veterans who have never made a contribution to 
anybody’s campaign fund, never made a political contribution before, 
would go out and borrow three or four or five hundred or a thousand 
doll: ars and pay it into this committee just because you were going to 
give them an appointment that they deserved? Do you expect us to 
believe that ? 

Mr. Rocers. I didn’t have anything to do with it until some time 
in July. 

Senator McCie.tan. I understand. 

Mr. Rogers. I have told every one of them they 
any jobs from me. 

Senator McCie.nan. I think there was a pattern pretty much the 
same all the way through in July and prior to July, so far as you 
could tell from the testimony, but it just does not sound reasonable 
to me that a veteran, who merits such an appointment, a little two- or 
three-thousand-dollar-a-year job, knowing that he is entitled to the 
appointment on his merits, who had never had any interest in politics 
before and had never contributed to a political campaign, would go 
and borrow money and make such substantial contributions as they 
have testified to here, except that they were laboring under the definite 
impression that they required such a contribution in order to get an 
appointment. 

Can you give an explanation why that general view prevailed among 
veterans who applied for these positions ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know; I don’t know anything about it but I 
know there was plenty of them got them that did not pay a quarter or 
a dime contribution. 

Senator McCLeLtian. You heard all of this testimony, didn’t you? 

Mr. Rogers. I heard a lot of it: yes. 

Senator McCietian. How would they be under that impression 
and become so generous and be interested in a party question that they 
never had any interest in, except they wanted a job, unless you had 
had conveyed to these folks definitely that contributions would have 
to be made if they got the appointment ? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know what anybody else said to anybody but 
I know what I said. 

Senator McCrietian. Do you think everybody set out to take that 
position without some acknowledgment from you ? 

Mr. Rocers. I have always told them that there were no jobs for 
sale. 

Senator McCietian. The same thing oceurred in this OPS set-up, 
these two men that represented you, you employed them, according to 
their testimony—they placed emphasis on the fact—that they expected 
them to make a contribution of at least three or four hundred dollars. 
How did that impression prevail as the policy in this whole set-up if 


were not buying 
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the head of the committee, the committee itself or their agent did not 
not give them the impression ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I never gave that impression to any living human being. 

Senator McCrentan. And all of this was just—and that ev erybody 
would get that impression and how they would operate under it, that 
there would have to be a contribution to a committee to get a recom- 
mendation for a job and they had no interest in the party and they 
so indicated; can you give us an explanation for that? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know where they got it from. 

Senator McCueizan. You don’t know where they got it from? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator McCietitan. What method did you use in determining the 
man to recommend ? 

Mr. Rocers. I would get in touch with the committee. 

Senator McCrentan. Did you ever go to the trouble of trying to 
ascertain the sentiments.of the patrons of the office and follow it? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator McCietitan. How did you do that? 

Mr. Rogers. People coming in. I went to several places and looked 
at it myself. 

Senator McCietian. Did you ever go out and get in touch with 
them ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes; we had lots of individuals. 

Senator McCieitxan. None of them were sent in voluntarily ? 

Mr. Rogers. We sent them on to the Post Office Department in 
Washington. 

Senator McCievitan. How was it that you kept no record or sub- 
stantial set of records, at least, so that anyone could go in and get 
any general impression of who contributed and who did not and how 
the money was expended? I believe you employed an attorney, Mr. 
Jackson, to advise the committee, did you not ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. I employed him to represent us at the creden- 
tials committee hearing, where they gave to the third party a declara- 
tion, but there was a law passed in the State where if you weren't 
a Dixiecrat you would go to jail. 

Senator McCuennan. At any rate you employed him as your at- 
torney and I understood from his testimony that he was to act as 
attorney for you not only at that time but others. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCie tian. And did so act for you and according to his 
testimony you still owe him for the services that you engaged him 
for. 

Mr. Rocers. I think he was a little rough on the price when he 
started but I couldn’t argue with him. 

Senator McC LELLAN. That is a question we are not interested in, 
as to the attorney’s fees, as to how much attorney’s fees you owe 
him, but the point I am making is that you did employ him to counsel 
the committee ? 

Mr- Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLe.ian. I wanted to ask that at that time, how it is 
that under the law you could keep records so contributions would 
not be disclosed as required by law. Did he advise you to do that? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t remember. I just don’t know. I don’t think 
that a cominittee operating without a legal status had to make re- 
ports. 
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Senator McCrevian. You don’t think you had a legal status? 

Mr. Rogers. I didn’t get you. 

Senator McCuenian. You said you were operating without a legal 
status. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. And you knew that? 

Mr. Rocrers. Yes, sir. All we were, we were poet 

Senator McCiectan. What status did you have? 

Mr. Rocers. We didn’t have any. A group of us got together and 
elected an executive committee of just a few people and Bill Boyle, 
the chairman of the national committee, recognized Mr. Hood. 

Senator McCiettan. You were operating as a_ self-appointed 
group, undertaking to get around the laws of the State and you had 
the intervention of the Democratic National Committee in doing 
it, didn’t you ¢ 

Mr. Reeers. I wouldn’t say that. I had no more idea when we 
started that we would be able to get a man a job than I could fly to 
heaven. 

Senator McCiettan. Where did you get the idea that you would 
have a right to? 

Mr. Rogers. After the inauguration. 

Senator McCietian. After the inauguration ? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. Then you considered that—then you started 
to get your appointments and get the patronage ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. We didn’t ever go out direct and ask for it. 

Senator McCLe.ian. a did you get it? 

Mr. Rogers. And as far as patronage, it just came in this way. 

Senator McCriettan. It started coming to you instead of to the 
Congressmen ? 

Mr. Rogers. It started coming to this committee. 

Senator McCrietian. I wanted to be certain about that, whether 
your attorney, whom you employed to advise you, if he ever advised 
you that it was necessary under the law, and that the law required 
you to keep records of these contributions and to report them ? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t think so. 

Senator MoCietian. At any rate if he did advise you, you did not 
take the advice ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t think he ever advised me of it because Bill 
Boyle told me any time I can trade with these boys I should do it 
until we build up an organization, and we are building a pretty 
good one. 

_Se nator McCietian. As I understand your testimony, the Demo- 

ratic committee has always let you down; you made several trips 
a there and they let you down ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. I never hardly see them. We can’t hardly 
see them when we went up there. 

Senator McCietxan. As I recall you made some 50 or 60 trips? 

Mr. Rocers. I am just estimating. I don’t know. 

Senator McCietxan. Let us get it down to something definite. Can 
you tell us how many you made or do you want to stand on 50 or 609 

Mr. Rogers. I am just estimating now. I couldn’t give you the 
exact number. 
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Senator McCreiuan. Let’s see. Do you mean 50 or 60, if that is 
what you want to stick to? These trips that you referred to, did you 
make them since you became treasurer ¢ 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. That was in July 1948? 

Mr. Rocgers. I have been making them ever since the inauguration. 

Senator McCietian. You have been making them ever since the 
inauguration? That was January 1949? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. For a period of about 2 years? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietban. There are 720 days in a period of 2 years. 
You have made some 50 or 60 trips to Washington ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I would say I average going once every 2 weeks; yes, 
sir. 

Senator McCue.uan. I was interested in something else you said, 
about a trade between the Democratic National Committee and the 
Representatives in Congress. 

Mr. Rogers. I wouldn’t want you to get the wrong impression, 
Senator. 

Senator McC.etian. I just want to clear this up. 

Mr. Rogers. They told me that they had the olive branch out and 
to deal with them if possible. 

Senator McCiettan. What kind of a deal? 

Mr. Rogers. That is all they said, that they had the olive branch 
out ¢ 

Senator McCiettan. What kind of a deal ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. In other words, they wanted to turn 
the patronage back there if they could get them to quit fighting the 
administration, I assume. I wasn’t there; I don’t have any idea. 

Senator McCietian. In other words, if they stopped aighting the 
administration they would get the patronage? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator McCuei.an. Is that what you told Senator Eastland when 
you conferred with him? 

Mr. Rogers. I told him that I would just as soon let him have it, 
that we wanted to get the things straightened out. 

Senator McCue.itan. There wasn't any way of them taking it back 
unless they gave up their fight ? 

Mr. Rogers. We were ready to give it to them. 

Senator McCie..an. U nder what conditions? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know that. 

Senator McCLetitan. You were not advised of the conditions? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator McCietianx. There was some condition / 

Mr. Rocers. I wouldn't say that. 

Senator McCietitan. You wouldn’t say that? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator McCietian. I thought you said there was? 

Mr. Rogers. They had the olive branch out and we were ready to 
deal with them just as quick as they could. 

Senator McCLetian. Just as quick as they could? 


Mr. Rogers. Yes. 
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Senator McCue.tian. I think you said, then, when it fell through 
that you came back here to set up an organization sufficiently strong 
so that you would have the balance of power so that you could defeat 
Senator Eastland and Senator Stennis? 

Mr. Rogers. No. I voted for Senator Eastland every time he has 
run for office and I still vote for him. He is my personal friend. 

Senator McCievtan. What was the purpose of setting up an organ- 
ization for the balance of power? 

Mr. Rogers. To try to have enough votes in Mississippi to have an 
effect—to be able to elect the Governor. The Governor is the key to 
the situation and that would straighten it out. 

Senator McCievttan. What did the Democratic committee think 
about that ? 

Mr. Rocers. They wanted somebody as Governor that would not 
fight with them. 

Senator McCietian. They wanted somebody for Governor that 
would not fight? 

Mr. Rogers. I imagine. 

Senator McCLettan. What did they say? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, they didn’t say 

Senator McCietitan. Who have you talked to about this deal ? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Gratz and Mr. Carraway and Mr. Moore, Mr. 
Canfield. 

Senator McCietitan. How many conferences did you have with 
them ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. 

Senator McCLe.t.an. Several? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. I talked to them off and on all along. 

Senator McCietian. Did they send for you to come up there? 

Mr. Rogers. Sometimes they would call me tocome. Again I would 
go on something else. 

Senator McCLetLan. Sometimes you were there at their call? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. Again you went on your own initiative? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. Have you any correspondence relating to 
these different matters which you can let us see? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. After you would go up there and confer with 
them and come back did you not receive letters about it? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir—well, occasionally we would. 

Senator McCLetitan. Would you not write some letters to them ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; I never would write them a letter. 

Senator McCietian. In other words, you never had any transac- 
tions with them by correspondence ? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Hood handled the correspondence for the 
committee. 

Senator McCietuan. You prepared them for his signature ? 

Mr. Rogers. Nothing but the recommendations. 

Senator McCietitan. Only recommendations / 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator McCietitan. Would Mr. Hood get in touch with you and 
ask you to go to Washington ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Oce asionally he would ask me to do that. 
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Senator McCietian. The point I am getting at is, you said you 
were up there working for different things. Did you follow that up? 
The results of your trips, was that followed up by correspondence from 
time to time? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Hood carried on the correspondence with them. 

Senator McCie.tian. I suppose Mr. Hood would have that corre- 
spondence if he has any. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, I think it is in his files now. 

Senator McCie.tian. Did he convey to you any of the information 
regarding the correspondence, as to what you had heard from the 
matters that you discussed at your last conference up there? 

Mr. Rocers. Oh, occasionally we would discuss it, yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.tian. Do you recall any of those things that you 
went up there to see about that you did have correspondence about ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, no; not that I had correspondence. Mr. Hood 
would have all that correspondence. 

Senator McCietitan. Mr. Hood would have all the correspondence? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator MoCietian. You did not see it and had no information as 
to whether he got it? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No. 

Senator MoC.Le.tuan. Now, back to these statements that have been 
made regarding the Murphys. I believe you have denied that you 
had any such conversations with them as we have heard in their 
car on the street of Jackson, as they related ? 

Mr. Rocers. I was in the car with them but I had no such con- 
versation as that. 

Senator McCie.tuan. That is the way I understood it. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. You admit the occasion but deny the con- 
versation ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. It was raining on the occasion when I got in the car 
with them. I was on the sidewalk talking to them. I didn’t detain 
them. I wouldn’t mind talking to anybody. 

Senator MoCretian. Let me say this: I think there is a rather 
serious conflict in the testimony not only as to what occurred here 
when you had this conference with them in their car, but you now 
make the charge, as I understand you, that they have failed to report 
and account for and pay into this Democratic committee the moneys 
they collected from contributors or purchasers of these positions. 

Mr. Rogers. I am ready to state on my oath and fully aware of 
what I am doing, that I never got no such contributions from the 
Murphys in my life. 

Senator McCie.tian. But you recall, though, that they testified 
yesterday ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator McCaxtnan. Point out those that you say that they did not 
account for and did not turn in the money for? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, Senator, they never turned in over $300 at one 
time in their life. 

Senator McCietian. That might be true at one time, but taking 
the amount here that they testified yesterday that they had collected 





| you 
up? 
from 


n. 


con- 


car 
tain 


ther 
here 
now 
port 
neys 


ep of 
the 


fied 


not 
one 


cing 
ted 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 401 


and those from whom they collected it and who got appointments, I 
wish you would tell which ones now were not accounted for ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know that, but I would just imagine that they 
have collected this $600 amount and brought in $300. 

Senator McCietian. Well, if you had kept books you would have 
been able to know, wouldn’t you, what they had accounted for ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCue..an. So you are not able to indicate to the commit- 
tee any single case where you know that you did not get the money ? 

Mr. Rocers. I know that I never told them that I would not accept 
checks, because I was glad to get them, and I know they never give me 
$600 at one time, and I know they never give me any thing about Bing- 
ham’s appointment in Europa. I called Joe Griffin in E uropa myself. 

Senator McCietian. You know they never turned in the Bingham 
money ? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Who was it give the $600 ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. It was some man testified—they said 
they cashed the check and gave it to me. I know they never gave me 
$600 in their life. 

Senator McCietian. That is two you know that they did not 
account for? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir, and also the check for $350 that they say I 
gave them. I didn’t no more do that than you did. 

Senator McCrevtan. The check for what ? 

Mr. Rocers. I believe they testified somebody give them a check for 
$350, and they 

Senator McCietnan. What is that? 

Mr. Fianacan. As I recall it, they said they collected it from 
Luther Green at Oakland, and you told them they could keep the $350 
to pay their expenses to some political meeting at Chicago. 

Mr. Rogers. Well, if I told them that, you did. 

Senator McCietian. You say that is not true? 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. Now, just one further question. 

Mr. Rogers. All right, sir. 

Senator McCretnan. Have you got any further explanation about 
this condition that obtained down ‘here with reference to these jobs, 
and why all these folks would come in here and testify to this state 
of facts, that they were under the impression, and were not directly 
told it was absolutely necessary for them to make a contribution or 
they would not get their appointments? There is so much of it—if 
it was just an isolated case or two, I could understand it—we have 
had repeated testimony, witness after witness, and I just cannot un- 
derstand that it would develop to this magnitude without something 
back of it. 

Can you explain it? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir, I can’t, because this was all Greek to me when 
it came up. 

Senator McCievitan. And you have no reason to understand, as I 
understood you can give the committee no reason why anyone should 
make such representations out of enmity toward you, or toward the 
committee, so far as you know? 
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Mr. Rogers. Well, I never told the man that in my life, and never 
had anybody tell them. I never give anybody authority to tell 
anybody. 

Senator McCieiian. I believe that is all. 

Mr. Franacan. Just to clear this one point: 

You state that you never authorized the Murphys to take this 
$350 and use it to go to Chicago with? 

Mr. Rogers. I absolutely state that. 

Mr. Franacan. How did they get hold of the check? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I don’t know. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Do you recall Luther Green’s testimony yesterday 
that he mailed the check to your headquarters here in Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And that the Murphys testified that you gave them 
the check ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. And I did not give it to them, and I don’t remember 
the check coming to headquarters. 

Mr. FranaGan. How do you suppose they got the check ? 

Mr. Rogrrs. I don’t know. 

Mr. Fuanacan. If Green sent it into your office, how did it get into 
the hands of Murphy? 

Mr. Rogers. If he had sent it into my office, I would have gotten 
the check, but I did not get the check. 

Mr. Fruanacan. He testified that he did. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes; I heard his testimony. 

Mr. FranacGan. Do you have any way of reconciling that conflict in 
the testimony ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir, I don’t. Tam not going to say he did not mail 
the check down there, but I will say that I did not give it to the 
Murphys, and I did not give them authority to take it. 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you ever promise or tell the Murphys you would 
reimburse them for their trip to Chicago? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Did they go to Chicago? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir; and they went on to Rochester, Minn., to the 
hosiptal, I think. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Rogers, to refresh my memory on who it wa: 
who appointed you as treasure of this committee—— 

Mr. Rogers. Senator, I did not quite hear. 

Senator Munpr. I would like to have you refresh my memory as 
to just who appointed you as treasurer. You came in after John Scott 
and Mr. Beasley left the committee, did you not ? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, I aro a little bit hard of hearing. You are hard 
to understand. 

Senator Munpr. We will keep on trying. 

I want to know how it was who first appointed you as treasurer of 
the committee ? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Scott was the first one. 

Senator Munpr. I know that. I want to know who appointed you. 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Mize. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Frank Mize? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Tell us the circumstances under which he ap- 
pointed you ¢ 
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Mr. Rocers. Well, Mr. Beasley had to go—of course, after we had 
to borrow this money to pay off these chee ‘ks, Mr. Mize and myself both 
signed checks, and later on it developed that we would never be in the 
office at the same time, or hardly ever, and he told me just to go ahead 
and handle it, and I put the account in the Raleigh Bank. 

Senator Munpr. From that time on you acted as treasurer ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Nobody else was brought into the conference, no 
committee meeting was held when Mr. Frank Mize made you the 
treasurer of the committee ? 

Mr. Rocers. That was only a temporary appointment and that was 
all it could be. 

Senator Munpr. How long did it last ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, from July until now. 

Senator Munpr. July of which year? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Which July? 

Mr. Rogers. 1950. 

Senator Munpr. So that it has prevailed from that time until now 4 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. No committee meetings had ever been called 
authorize that ? 

Mr. Rocers. No committee meeting since the ones you have the min- 
utes of there. 

Senator Munpr. Now, I want to try to straighten out, if I can, some 
of this conflicting testimony. We have had so much of that in these 
hearings, quite a little of it. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And obviously that has to be straightened out by 
someone. If our committee can do it, well and good: otherwise it 
goes to the Department of Justice, because if people perjure them- 
selves they have the responsibility to find out they perjured them- 
selves. We would like to avoid that, and get the truth from wit- 
nesses, 

Let me mention Ralph J. Perkins to you again, who is a rural carrier 
at Calhoun. Do you know him? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you discuss his appointment with him / 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. He came to me after he had seen Mr. Mize. 
Mr. Mize asked me if there was anybody I knew of obligated on it. 
He said he liked the boy, and I said, “He made a good impression on 
me, so far as I am concerned, if he is on the eligible list he can have 
the job.” 

Senator Munpr. Did he give you a check for $300 on the 27th day 
of June? 

Mr. Rogers. He made the check out, I believe that was a check he 
made out in the office. He either done that or mailed that, and 
made the next out out in the office. 

Senator Munpr. How did he happen to give you the second check / 

Mr. Rocers. He mailed one of them in. 

Senator Munpr. That is right, two different installments. How 
did he happen to make the second payment ? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know. I told Mr. Perkins he was going to get 
the route whether he ever gave a quarter or whether he didn't. 
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Senator Munpr. All right. So he gave $300, and a little later he 
gave $200 more? 

Mr. Rocrers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why did he give that $200? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Did you say anything that might indicate to 
him—— 

Mr. Rogers. He told me he wanted to make an additional donation. 

Senator Munpr. That is right, so he paid $300, and I want to find 
out why he made the $200 ? 


Mr. Roeers. I don’t have the slightest idea. I know I didn’t ask 
him for it. 


Senator Munpr. Did you indicate that $300 was not a reasonable 
contribution ? 


Mr. Rogers. I never indicated to a man that a dollar was not a rea- 
sonable contribution. 

Senator Munpr. Regardless of any testimony we have had from 
Mr. Perkins? 

Mr. Roeers. Absolutely. 

Senator Munpr. You assert under oath that you never asked him 
for either contribution, and never indicated that $300 was not sufli- 
cient 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. You understand that? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Elmer W. Palmer, the postmaster over in 
Webster County, paid $600 to Mrs. Murphy. You say you never got 
that $600? 

Mr. Rocers. I said that $300 was the most he ever gave me at one 
time. 

Senator Munvr. Did you suggest to either one of the Murphys that 
they contact Mr. Palmer? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir, they would do that. You didn’t have to sug- 
gest it. They would get out and hunt up these things. 

Senator Munpr. They went out and hunted them up on their own 
account; in other words, you say you never suggested to either one 
of the Murphys that they contact Mr. Palmer, is that right? 

Mr. Rocrers. I wouldn't say that. I might have sent them a copy 
of a letter of inquiry from the Post Office Department, but I never 
told them Murphys or nobody else to go out and get money for 
jobs, and I know that they never give me over $300 at one time in their 
life. 

Senator Munpr. How many times in their life did they give you 
money ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. About how many ? 

Mr. Rogers. Oh, I would say about 8 or 10 times. 

Senator Munpr. What was the average contribution they brought 
in? 

Mr. Rogers. The most would be about $100. It would be a check on 
Mr. Murphy. 


Senator Munpr. Mostly checks on Mr. Murphy? 
Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Munpr. How many times would they bring you cash pay- 
ments? 
Mr. Rogers. One time, when they brought the $300. 


Senator Munpr. Only one time they ever brought you a contribu- 
tion in cash ¢ 


Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Any other contributions the Murphys brought 
you—— 

Mr. Rocers. Was in check. 

Senator Munpr. And it would be a check signed by the Murphys? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, it is signed by the Murphys, or by whoever gave 
it tothem. I don’t recall any that they brought in that anybody else 
signed, but I know Mr. Murphy signed a check ever once in a while 
for $100 or so. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you can recall they never brought you 
a check signed by anybody else, except by the Murphys? 

Mr. Rocers. That is right. Now, I wouldn’t be hog bound posi- 
tive about it, but I think I am pretty close about it. 

Senator Munpr. Can you tell me which ones you missed ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Sir, if they brought any checks in there they was 
endorsed by the committee stamp, the committee stamp was put on. 


Senator Munpr. If they brought in any checks made out, the 


Murphys’ name was on it, and it was endorsed by the Murphys, or was 
it brought in with your name on it? 


Mr. Rogers. I imagine they made out to the Murphys and endorsed 


by them, and the committee stamp was put on it. 
$600 cash from them. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you can recall you never got a check like 
that, either ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. The only checks you got were made out by the 
Murphys? 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. You are positive they never brought you cash but 
one time ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. And that was $300? 

Mr. Rogers. Now, they did bring in cash for tickets. 
about contributions. 

Senator Munpr. That is right, we are talking about contributions. 

Mr. Roaers. Yes, sir, and I paid them the 10 percent for selling 
those tickets, and the canceled checks are there on the bank statement. 
That is what I agreed to pay them; that is what I did pay them. 

Senator Munpr. Let me read off the list of contributions that Mrs. 
Murphy testified she brought you in cash, and to which you testify 
she could never have brought you in cash, except for the $300. 

The cash contribution.of Mr. Luther Green from Oakland which is 

$350, which she said you told her to keep as her expenses to Chicago, 
and which you say you never told her to keep. 

Mr. Rocers. That is right. 


Senator Munpr. Did you ever get the $350 from Mr. Luther Green ? 
Mr. Rogers. I don’t think so. 


Senator Munpr. You didn’t get any money from him at all? 
Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 


I know I never got 


I am talking 
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Senator Munpr. No contributions from Mr. Green ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Archie Watson. Did you ever get $300, a $300 
check on Archie Watson of Calhoun City ?¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Or a $30 check? 

Mr. Rocers. That $30 check might have been for tickets, but if I 
got a check for tickets it wasn’t for no contributions, because they kept 
asking me about Stewart, and I told them we weren’t doing nothing 
until the Post Office Department notified us. 

Senator Munpr. You might have gotten a $30 check for tickets, but 
you would not have gotten a $300 ¢ heck for tickets ? 

Mr. Rogers. I wouldn’t think So. 

Senator Munpr. You never got $300 in currency from Mr. Watson ? 

Mr. Rocrers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That money was never delivered to the committee 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. We come then to Mr. George Kerr, $750. 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Munpr. Which he alleges he paid for the post office at 
McCool. Did you ever get that $750 from Mrs. Murphy ? 4 

Mr. Rogers. I never got $750 from them in my life. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever get it from Mr. Murphy? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever get any money they said came from 
Mr. George Kerr? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember, but I know they never brought no 
such money as that in. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever get $100 from Mr. George Kerr? 

Mr. Rogers. Every once in a while he would come in and sit down 
and write a check for $100 himself, or something like that. 

Senator Munpr. Would he tell you what it was for? 

Mr. Rogers. Sometimes he would say somebody made a contribu- 
tion, and he would always tell me it was free and volunteered. 

Senator Munpr. He would say what? 

Mr. Rogers. Free and volunteered contributions. 

Senator Munpr. Now, Mr. Palmer—you have already testified 
about him. 

Mr. Bingham, from Eupora, checks for $100, $100, $50, and $50. 
Did you ever get any money from the Murphys from Mr. Bingham ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You never got any money from him? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Wheeler, $300. Did you get any money from 
him ¢ ' 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t recall Mr. Wheeler. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Wheeler. 

Mr. Rogers I don’t recall. 

Senator Munnr. How about McIntyre, $195 ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I don’t recall that. — 

Senator Munpr. Did you get any money from him, or from the 
Murphys for him? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, he might have sold him some tickets. I don’t 
know. 
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Senator Munpr. Your records on tickets, would they indicate 
whether that was sold to Mr. McIntyre or not? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, it would show, if he bought tickets. 

Senator Munpr. It would show if he bought tickets? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So if your records don’t show he bought tickets, 
then you did not get $195 from Mr. McIntyre ? 

Mr. Rocers. That is rght. 

Senator Munpr. About this conference down at West Point, I 
think you told the committee you ae down with Mr. Beasley in 
the neighborhood of 200 miles from Jackson, and drove back again, 
and you went down there to have this appointment wtih Mr. Ruble, 
the then acting postmaster; who instigated that appointment ? 

Mr. Rocrers. Mr. Ruble asked me down on the night of the Jeffer- 
son-Jackson Day dinner, the first time I was through to come by, he 
wanted to see me, he had something he wanted to talk about. 

The main thing he wanted to talk about was getting a man out of 
the Federal penitentiary. 

Senator Munpr. So you and Mr. Beasley made a trip down to have 
a conference ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. And when you got to the roadside cafe you tele- 
phoned him ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes; there is about as much of the town on the road 
in there as there is back off the highway. 

Senator Munpr. You phoned into the post office and said, “Come 
on out, I want to talk to you”? You called him up and he said he 
would come over and have a cup of coffee? Aren’t there any cafes 
amy closer todhe post office than that? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. I never went down to the town of West 
Point in my life. 

Senator Munpr. You missed a wonderful opportunity when you got 
that close. 

Mr. Rogers. Well, the highway goes down the other way. 

Senator Munpr. You went down and came right back; you turned 
around and went right back after you went down for a conference ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I went down to see him; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You heard his testimony ; did you? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. We won’t go into the embezzlement matter; he did 
not testify about that. He did testify that you told him this investi- 

gation had involved him and had involved you, and it was very much 
to your interest and his interest that he did not tell about the $500 
nade as a contribution. Do you deny that ? 

Mr. Roeers. No, sir, I did not tell him that. I didn’t try to get him 
to say anything in the world he didn’t want to say. I told him he was 
a nice chap, and I hated to see Mr. Rankin put him out. 

Senator Munpr. What else did you say to Mr. Ruble, or did Mr. 
Ruble say to you about this investigation 

Mr. Rocers. Well, that was all that was said. 

Senator Munpr. Well, you said you hated to see him let out. Did 
you make any suggestion as to how to keep from being put out 4 

Mr. Rocers. He was just the acting postmaster. 
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Senator Munpr. You told him you hated to see a nice young man 
like that lose his job? 

Mr. Rogers. I still hate to see him lose his job. 

Senator Munpr. Did you give him any advice as to how he might 
regain his job? 

‘Mr. Rogers. No, because I didn’t have a thing in the world to do 
with it. 

Senator Munpr. All you could say was to go sympathize with him, 
because he was going to lose it ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. That is right, and all the rest of them are going to 
lose it. 

Senator Munpt. You helped Mr. Ruble get his job; did you not? 

Mr. Rocers. I recommended him on the recommendation of three 
members of the First Congressional District. 

Senator Munpr. You had forwarded his recommendation to Wash- 
ington ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Then you and committee helped him get the job? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. He had made a contribution of $500? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why in the world would he want to come before 
the committee and perjure himself to try to get you in trouble? 

Mr. Rocrrs. I don’t know, sir, but if you call him back down and 
ask him about the other, I imagine he will tell you. 

Senator Munpr. You want to stand on the testimony of what he 
told us that you told him was a falsehood ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. I will be able to substantiate my statement when 
the time comes, with other witnesses. ° 

Senator Munpr. Were there other witnesses to that conversation 
in the roadside cafe? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I will stand on mine. 

Senator Munor. I am not asking you to change your testimony. I 
am asking whether any other witnesses were present at the conver- 
sation. 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Beasley was there. 

Senator Munpr. He overhead it? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know whether he overheard it or not. 

Senator Munpr. Well, if he is going to be a valid witness he would 
have to overhear it. 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know what kind of a witness he would be. 

Mr. Fianacan. On that point, I recollect Mr. Beasly testified last 
night that he did not overhear any conversation between these two 
gentlemen. 

Senator Munpr. Yes. And, of course, Mr. Rogers heard him say 
that. 

Mr. Rogers. I did not say what Mr. Beasley would testify to. I 
just said he was there. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have anything to add on advice of counsel ! 

Mr. Rogers. Sir? 

Senator Munpr. Do you have anything to add on advice of counsel ’ 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What were the functions that Mr. Henry Debrow 
performed for your committee ? 
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Mr. Rogers. Well, Mr. Debrow sold tickets for the 1949 and 1950 
Jefferson-Jackson Day dinners, and he got up a bunch of names in 
south Mississippi for people to work on thecensus. That is all he ever 
done, and I paid him for it. 

Senator Munpr. You paid him for what? 

Mr. Rocers. Paid him for his expenses while he was out. 

Senator Munpr. For getting the names of the census people? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Y ou paid him about $200? 

Mr. Rogers. Something like that. 

Senator Munpr. Did you recommend his brother for a job? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What job? 

Mr. Rogers. Rural carrier at Baxterville, Miss. 

Senator Munpr. Was that part of his compensation for the work he 
had done? 

Mr. Rogers. No; I recommended his brother before he had done any 
work, I think. 

Senator Munpr. Are you sure / 

Mr. Rogers. I would not be positive, but I know it was no considera- 
tion like that. 

Senator Munpr. You and Mr. Debrow were friends? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes; we have been friends for a long time. 

Senator Munpr. He was willing to do that so long as. you gave him 
expenses / 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. All right. Now I am not going to try to establish 
the number of trips you took to W ashington, whether it was 60, 50, 
40, or 35, but you took a great number. T am interested in knowing 
primar ily whom you went to see when you went to Washington. Who 
is the man in Washington you saw most frequently during the 2-year 
interval you were making trips there? 

Mr. Rogers. Moore and Carraway. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Moore, you place him No. 1. You saw him 
more than anybody else? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, Mr. Moore is assistant to the chairman, and Mr. 
Carraway is director of finance. 

Senator Munpr. I know who they are. Are they the ones you saw 
most frequently ? 

Mr. Rogers. I did not hear you, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Are they the ones you saw most frequently ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Who would you place in third place as the person 
you saw most frequently after Mr. Carraway and Mr. Moore on these 
trips / 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I haven’t seen anybody after Mr. Carraway. I 
might have misunderstood you. 

menntos Mounopr. I am trying to ascertain whom you saw on those 
trips. I said whom did you see most often, and you said Mr. Moore, 
and itr. Carraway was second. 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And now I am trying to find out who the third is. 


Mr. Rocers. Mr. Gratz. 
82406—51——27 
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Senator Munpr. Gratz would be third. 

Mr. Rogers. And Mr. Canfield. 

Senator Munpr. Will you identify him? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Munpt. Who is he? 

Mr. Rogers. He was over there in the committee. I don’t know who 
he was. I understand he probably lives in Kansas City. 

Senator Munpr. That would not surprise us. 

But in 50 trips you saw him among the four people that you saw 
most frequently, and you must have ‘learned in that series of inter- 
views who he was. Don’t you know what his job was? All you know 
is that he came from Kansas City ? 

Mr. Rocers. I think he was over there operating a committee for 
Mr. Boyle, while he was probably in the hospital, or something—sick, 
or out. 

Senator Munpr. He was sort of a substitute for Mr. Boyle? 

Mr. Rocers (conferring with Mr. Dillion) : That is not Canfield; it 
is Canfill. 

Senator Munpr. Is Canfill a friend of Mr. Dillon? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. 

Mr. Ditxon. Mr. Canfill is a friend of mine and he acted for Bill 
Boyle, and he is the marshal for the western district of Missouri. 

Senator Munpr. Thank you. You knew him in Missouri, is that 
how you got to be a friend of his? 

Mr. Ditton. I have known him for quite a number of years. 

Senator Mo Nor. All right. 

Was it Mr. Canfill, or was it Mr. Boyle, or was it Mr. Carraway, 01 
was it Mr. Moore who suggested that you step up your organization 
down here in an effort to bring about more interest, so that you might 
have more influence? 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Carraway. 

Senator Munpr. That was Mr. Carraway ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did he suggest to you whom you were to support 
down here—his ticket ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No; we were not going to run anybody, just try to get 
the balance of power in a run-off primary. We were not interested 
in individuals. 

Senator Munpr. You would have to have somebody to run? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir; but if we run a man he would have tailed the 
ticket. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know Mr. Moorehead, the rural mail car 
rier at Benton County ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir; I don’t. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever hear about him? 

Mr. Rocrrs. I heard about him, but I don’t remember ever seeing 
the man until he come in here. 

Senator Munpr. Did he ever make a contribution to your commit- 
tee, a thousand-dollar contribution ? 

Mr. Rogers. I understand he did. 

Senator Munpr. You understand he did? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Well, you ought to know. A thousand dollars is 
a pretty good contribution ; isn’t it ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Munpr. Did he make it ? 

Mr. Rogers. I think so. 

Senator Munpr. Did he make it to you ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Whom did he make it to? 

Mr. Rogers. I understand he gave it to Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Jack- 
son later brought it over and put it in the cash box. 

Senator Munpr. How much later? 

Mr. Recers. What? 

Senator Munpr. How much later ? 

Mr. Rogers. The thousand dollars. Oh, I don’t know how much 
later. I didn’t know, because I did not go to 2 office every day. 

Senator Munpr. You just let the money accumulate in the cash box, 
and you took it down to the bank ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you know that Mr. Jackson turned over the 
thousand dollars in behalf of Mr. Moorehead, who was appointed as 
rural carrier ? 

Mr. Rogers. I did not understand you, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. You do know that Jackson turned over a thousand 
dollars? 

Mr. Rocers. If he said he did. 

Senator Munpr. On behalf of Mr. Moorehead ? 

Mr. Rocers. If he said he did. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. I want to find out whether you remember when 
you get a thousand-dollar contribution. He said he made it. 

Mr. Roe ers. Well, if he said it, 1 will say yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. In what form was that mone y—a check ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir: it was not a check. 

Senator Munpr. A series of bills? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. Wasit one one-thousand-dollar bill ? 

Mr. Rocers. It could have been. I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Did you collect some one-thousand-dollar bills? 

Mr. Rocrers. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. Did you handle any thousand-dollar bills in your 
business ? 

Mr. Rocrers. I never have handled too many of them; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You would kind of remember those you handled, 
wouldn’t you ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. How many have you handled in your capacity as 
treasurer for the Democratic committee / 

Mr. Rogers. I wouldn't say as I have handled them. I just don't 
remember: I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Have you handled five or six of them ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. How many did you handle? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. I don’t think TI handled any. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t think you handled any ? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Munpr. You would remember one if you handled one, 
wouldn’t you? 
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Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember. I remember handling them in oi! 
deals, but I don’ ; remember handling them there. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t remember handling any as treasurer for 
the committee ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. I am not going to say I did not. 

Senator Munpr. You can’t say you did? 

Mr. Rogers. I am just an amateur in a minor league. I am not in 
the big league. 

Senator Munpr. You can remember handling thousand-collar bills 
in the big league, but you can’t remember here ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember. 

Senator Munpr. You won't say, but you don’t remember whether 
you did or did not handling thousand-dollar bills? 

Mr. Rocrrs. I don’t know. I will stand on Mr. Jackson if he said 
Ididornot. IfhesaidI did not,I didnot. I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. I am trying to find out what happened to that 
thousand-dollar contribution that was detailed. 

I think you said that out of this thousand dollars that you collected 
you used some of it for trips to Washington, some of it for trips to 
Milwaukee and also to some other places. Where else? 

Mr. Rogers. We went to Raleigh, N. C., and to Kansas City, Mo., 
and to Chicago, Ill. We went pretty well all over the country. 

Senator Munpr. San Francisco? 

Mr. Rocers. No; we didn’t make it that far. 

Senator Munpr. Why did you go to Chicago? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Why did we go to ‘Chicago? 

Senator Munpr. With committee members? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes; on the train. 

Senator Munpr. Why ? 

Mr. Rocers. Why? ‘They wrote us to have representation up there. 

Senator Munpr. For a Democratic Committee meeting ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Why did you go to Kansas City with the com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Rocers. For the same thing. 

Senator Munpr. Why did you go there? 

Mr. Rogers. They wrote us to ‘have representation there and the 
same as Raleigh, N.C. We didn’t just volunteer to go. 

Senator Munpr. What kind of meetings did you attend here? 

Mr. Rocers. It would be Jefferson-Jackson Day dinners, joined 
with committee meetings. 

Senator Munpr. How many trips did you make to Kansas City! 

Mr. Rocers. Oue; and it was cold in July, I believe. 

Senator Munpr. Do you remember what kind of a meeting it was? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Was it a Jackson-Jefferson Day dinner in July? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. It was a Bill Boyle testimonial dinner, I 
believe. I think that is right. I wouldn’t say but I believe it was 
right. 

‘Senator Munpr. And you went there at committee expense? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. How many times did you go to Chicago at com- 
mittee expense? 

Mr. Rogers. Once. 
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Senator Munpr. Did you make any trips out of the State at com- 
mittee expense, except those to W: ashington ? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir; I never—no, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You are sure of that? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. No other trips outside of Mississippi, except to 
Washington, Kansas City, and Chicago? 

Mr. Rocers. And Raleigh, N. C. 

Senator Munpr. And Raleigh, N. C. 

I think you said that Mr. Brashier was advanced a couple of thou- 
sand dollars when he went to work for the committee; that your con- 
tract with him was to pay him a hundred dollars plus expenses per 
week; that you paid him instead of $400 plus expenses $2,300 for a 
month’s work, oe that he owes you some of that still. 

Mr. Rocers. I didn’t pay him $2,300. 

Senator Munpr. What evidence of that debt does the committee 
have ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. I didn’t say I paid him $2,300 a month for that work. 

Senator Munpr. The bank records show you paid him $2,300. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir; but I have asked him—I advanced—— 

Senator Munpr. Well, whether you paid it to him or advanced it to 
him he got $2,300? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir; but I didn’t pay it. 

Senator Munpr. You say he earned a hundred dollars a week plus 
expenses / 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. About what were his expenses per week? What 
would his expenses be per week ? 

Mr. Rogers. I would imagine from 50 to 75 dollars a week. 

Senator Munpr. I will take $75. That would be $300. That would 
be $700 that he earned. So he owes the committee $1,500. 

Mr. Rogers. Fifteen, sixteen hundred dollars. 

Senator Munpr. What evidence does the committee have of that 
debt ? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, Mr. Brashier will admit that, at least I think he 
will, and I know it; the checks show it. 

Senator Munpr. When you advanced the moneys did you get a note 
from him? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you get a receipt from him? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. How did you pay it to him? 

Mr. Rocers. In a check. 

Senator Munpt. You have no evidence of the indebtedness to you ? 

Mr. Rocers. I got a check. 

Senator Munpr. The check is no evidence of indebtedness. You 
might have owed it to him. I am trying to see whether you protected 
the chairman of the committee. Do you have any other evidence that 
he owes you the money ? 

Mr. Rocers. I have no other evidence that he owes us the money, no, 
except what he will say and the bank statements, the canceled checks 
which I gave him show I gave him the money. 
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Senator Munpr. I haven’t a doubt you gave him the money. I 
want to find out what evidence you have from him that he owes you 
that money ¢ 


Mr. Rogers. He just came in and had to have it, had to have an 
advance, 

Senator Munpr. How did it happen that you did not keep him 
longer, as long as he was working ? 

Mr. Rogers. I was going to kee} ‘p him longer, working longer, if this 
blow-up hadn’t come, and I wasn’t looking for that. It just cut it 
off. 

Senator Munpr. Did anybody ask you to cut it off? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. No one told to close the office—I haven't been 
told to close the office or nothing. I am going to Washington when 
you fellows turn me loose and see Mr. Boyle and have him tell me 
what to do. 

Senator Munpr. You have never received any official word from 
Washington as yet? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you know a recommendation from you 

Washington will be accepted ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. We haven’t got any correspondence on it. 

Senator Munpr. You never did correspond ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. We never got any official notice of any 
kind. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you know, without having heard from 
Washington, a recommendation from you signed by Mr. Hood for an 
eligible applicant for a postal position in Mississippi would still be 
good in Washington, wouldn't it ? 

Mr. Rocers. Senator, all I can say to the contrary would be what | 
saw in the newspapers. 

Senator Munpr. I am talking about anything which was received 
direct from Washington. 

Mr. Rocrrs. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You never received from Mr. Boyle or anybody 
else that your recommendation would no longer carry weight ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You never received from the Postal Department 
word that your recommendation would no longer receive weight / 

Mr. Rogers. I haven’t received word. 

Senator Munpr. So that the only indication you have that there 
has been a change in the relationship between your committee and 
Washington is what you heard on the radio and read in the news- 
papers ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. I have been curious to know how many times you 
saw Mr. Boehm when you went to Washington ? 

Mr. Rogers. I would say pretty well every time I go there. 

Senator Munpr. Fifty, sixty times? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know whether it was than many, but I would 

v a lot of times. 

Senator Munpr. Would you say 40 times? 

Mr. Rocers. I would just have to estimate because I don’t have any 
idea. 
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Senator Munopr. Let us start on the other end. Would you say 

was more than 10 times? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. More than 20 times? 

Mr. Rocrers. Yes; I would say more than 20 times. 

Senator Munpr. Would you say about 30 times? Would that be a 
conservative guess ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. Senator, I have tried to answer the question by telling 
you I didn’t know, but if you want to lead me into answering; why, I 
will agree with you. 

Senator Munpr. I am trying to tie it up as close to this as I can. 

Mr. Rogers. I just haven’t any idea 

Senator Munpr. You said it was more than 10, more than 20, and 
less than 30. 

Mr. Rogers. I still am not saying it is between 20 and 30. 

Senator Munpr. What do you want to say? How many times did 

u see him as a rough guess ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Would you want to give us an estimate on it? 

Mr. Rocers. I wouldn’t want to guess because it wouldn’t be ac- 
curate. 

Senator Munpr. You are sure you saw him almost every time? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. What did you discuss with him ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. Oh, different things—whisky and women: good times. 

Senator Munpt. At committee expense / 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. What else did you discuss with him? 

Mr. Rogers. No; I was just kidding about that, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. I will take your word for it either way. Let us 
cut out the kidding and find out what you did talk about. 

Mr. Rogers. I talked to him about a number of things. 

Senator Munpr. Name some. 

Mr. Rogers. I have talked to him about—get advice from him about 
different things. I never did ask him to go make an appointment for 
me. I have asked him to get hotel reservations and plane reserva- 
tions and train, and on the TWA when I couldn’t get it on the TWA 
airlines. 

Senator Munpr. When you couldn’t get reservations on the TWA 
airlines he could get it ? 

Mr. Rogers. He could get any kind of ticket as long as he had the 
money to pay for it. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever go with him to any department in 
Washington ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. No. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever been with Mr. Boehm to any place 
for any business reason, outside the office, in Washington ? 

Mr. Borum. No. He has visited with me at the hotel lots of times. 

Senator Munpr. Aside from the hotel and his office you never went 
with him for any business purpose in Washington in any place? 

Mr. Rocers. I have been out to cafes to eat with him, and things 
like that. 

Senator Munpr. Aside from your hotel room and his office and 
cafes when you have dined together you never went with Boehm for 
any business conference or committee business in Washington ? 
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Mr. Rogers. Oh, I have discussed lots of things with him. 

Senator Munpr. Where? 

Mr. Rocrrs. I don’t remember them all. I have used his office every 
time I was there, I used his telephone. 

Senator Munpr. Were you ever with Mr. Boehm in any Govern- 
ment building in Washington ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Never? 

Mr. Rocers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You are sure about that ? 

Mr. Rogers. I have never been to a Federal building. 

Senator Munpr. You and Mr. Boehm have never been to any Gov- 
ernment building in Washington ? 

Mr. Rogers. 1 don’t remember that I have ever been in any Federal 
building with him. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever go to the White House with him ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. That is a Government building ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why did you goto the White House with him? 

Mr. Rogers. I recall one afternoon he and I went over there 
together. 

Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Boehm have entree to the White House 
guards so that you could get by? 

Mr. Rogers. He got in: all right. We didn’t get shot. 

Senator Munpr. He was pretty well known ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. He could get you in? 

Mr. Rogers. He never carried me in or notice given to anybody. 

Senator Munpr. Who had you been to see in the White House in 
the afternoon when they let you in there? 

Mr. Rocrers. Mr. Dawson. 

Senator Munpr. Was that the only time you have been in the White 
House ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. We saw the President once or twice—once, 
I believe. 

Senator Munpr. On committee business? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. On what business? 

Mr. Roerrs. I don’t know; I don’t remember. He just invited us 
up there and we went in to see him. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Rogers, do you want me to believe that along 
with your inability to remember how often you handled a thousand 
dollars you also visited the White House and the President and you 
don’t know what you went there for? I can believe many things 
but there are some things I cannot. 

Mr. Rocrrs. Well, Mr. Mize and Mr. Hood and Mr. Mullen and 
myself went in and had a 25 minute interview with the President of 
the United States, Harry Truman; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You had a se ane in that. Was that interview on 
the committee business senttellt here? 

Mr. Rocers. It was more or less a general discussion. 

Senator Munpt. When was it? 

Mr. Rocers. I think it must have been about May 1949. 
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Senator Munpr. About May 1949? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes. I know I had to go home. 

Senator Munpr. Had you ever had any other conference with the 
President ? 

Mr. Rocers. No. 

Senator Munpr. Have you had any conference with anybody else 
in the White House besides President Truman and Donald Dawson? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever had a conference with Harry 
Vaughan ? 

Mr. Rogers. No. I don’t know him. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever meet Matt Connolly ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Where did you meet him? 

Mr. Rogers. I met him going into the President’s office. He is a 
secretary. 

Senator Munpr. Did you have any conferences with him? 

Mr. Rocers. No. 

Senator Munpr. Just met him on the way going in? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. That is all. 

Mr. Fianacan. You said that you contacted Mr. Glenn Boehm on 
several occasions in Washington. Will you explain to the committee 
why you contacted him, in connection with what specific matter ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. I just met him up there at the inaugura- 
tion. He is a nice fellow and I liked him and I came into his office 
practically every time I went to Washington. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever contact him in connection with any 
matter that had to do with the Mississippi Democratic Committee or 
any matter that the committee was interested in? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Franacan. Specifically what? 

Mr. Rogers. Anything I used to ask his advice. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Let us be specific. There were many things. For 
instance, what ? 

Mr. Rogers. For instance, the Chester Sumners and J. P. Coleman 
case. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you confer with him about the Sumners-Cole- 
man case? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What was the purpose of the conference ? 

Mr. Rogers. We called him up to get an appointment. We called 
there and we couldn’t get to Bill Boyle, we couldn’t get to nobody and 
we finally went over there and asked them what to do and he sug- 
gested to talk to Mr. Dawson and he made an appointment for us, 
then, to see Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. Franacan. Was that the day you went to the luncheon that 
Mr. Hood testified about this morning, the luncheon with Mr. Dawson, 
Mr. Boehm, yourself, and Mr. Mize? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes; but we had a talk with him after that. 

Mr Fianacan Did he take you down and introduce you to Dawson 
the afternoon before that ? 
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Mr. Rogers. No; he introduced me at the luncheon, but when we went 
down to see him about it about the plan, it was after that, about the 
generating plant. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You saw him about the generating plant? You saw 
whom about the generating plant ? 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I am talking now 

Mr. Rogers. About this Chester Sumners ¢ 

Mr. Fianacan. The Sumners-Coleman transaction. 

Mr. Rogers. We went to see him after that; we went to see Mr. 
Dawson. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Let us stick to the Sumners-Coleman transaction. 

Mr. Rogers. All right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did Mr. Boehm do for you people in con- 
nection with the Sumners-Coleman transaction other than introduce 
you to Mr. Dawson ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. He advised us to take it there, to Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Pardon me? 

Mr. Rocers. He advised us to take the matter up with Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. Fianaean. Did he do anything else? 

Mr. Rogers. No; that is all. 

Mr. Ftanaaan. Nothing else? 

Mr. Rogers. That isall. No. 

Mr. FianacGan. Now, on what other specific matter did you go to 
see Mr. Boehm and seek his advice and assistance ? 

Mr. Rogers. We discussed the generating plant at Columbia with 
him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What did you ask him to do in connection with the 
generating plant ? 

Mr. Rogers. How to go about that. He advised us to go to Mr. 
Dawson with that and to Bill Boyle’s office, I believe. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he advise you to go see Dawson on that ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he give you any other advice or assistance in 
connection with the generating plant? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. I just don’t remember. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Are there any other specific transactions for which 
you went to see Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Rogers. I probably can answer you better if you tell me which 
one, but I just don’t remember. 

Mr. Fianaean. I don’t know what transactions you fellows had. 

Mr. Rogers. Well 

Mr. Franacan, Maybe I can refresh your memory a little. You 
recall in our discussion the other day you said that you went to 
see him about the Keesler Field ? 

Mr. Rogers. I said that we asked him to advise us on things like 
that, where to go, who to go to. 

Mr. Fuanagan. What advice or assistance did you seek from 
Boehm in regard to the Keesler Field ? 

Mr. Rogers. I think he told us more or less—that is when they were 
trying to move the field, to move a building, we went out to try to 
get him to help us and he advised us to see somebody over in the War 
Department. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. Whom did he advise you to see in the War Depart- 
ment about Keesler Field ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t remember that, if it was—some fellow over 
there with all that brass on him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he take you over there and introduce you to 
somebody # 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Didn't you know enough to go to the Air Force to 
talk about an airfield? Did you have to go see “Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, he knew people. Instead of taking and talking 
to 40 different heads he could go in there. 

Mr. Franacan. Did he call somebody on the telephone and say 
“Some people from Mississippi want to see you” ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No. sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did he telephone to somebody ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He just told you to go over there and contact a 
certain general or colonel or somebody ¢ 

Mr. Rocers. He just told us the people that might be able to help 
us out. 

Mr. Fuanagan. And you also said that you sought advice from him 
or assistance in connection with the port of Biloxi? 

Mr. Rogers. He directed us to a man from North Carolina over 
there in the Treasury Department and I met the man in Raleigh, N. C. 
1 forget his name. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he take you over there and introduce you to 
this man ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Mr Boehm told us to see this man from Raleigh, N. C. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he send you to a man in North Carolina? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. A man in the Treasury? 

Mr. Rogers. It was Pace, I believe. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Pace is not in the Treasury Department. He is 
Secretary of the Army. 

Mr. Rogers. I think he worked for the Treasury Department. 

Mr. Fianacean. I am talking about the port of Biloxi. What did 
Boehm do to assist you people in connection with the port of Biloxi? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, he told us to go to McCormick from Massachu- 
setts to help us on it and different ones he thought might be able to 
help us out. 

Mr. Fuianacan. Did he say he would get those people to help you? 

Mr. Rogers. He didn’t say he would get them. He just told 
what to do. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He just told you what to do? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. What else did he tell you to do about the Biloxi 
matter ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. That is all. They still have the field down there. I 
don’t know a thing in the world to do about it. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you go to see him in connection with the sea 
wall for Columbia ? 

Mr. Rogers. I believe that Mr. Chinn probably asked him to sub- 
mit some information to him. I don’t remember. I know I didn’t. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. You didn’t? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you know of anyone on the committee that did? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The reason I asked you is because you told me the 
other day 

Mr. Rogers. I beg pardon, Mr. Flanagan. I told you it might have 
been. I didn’t intend to tell you specifically. 

Mr. Firanacan. It might have been? 

Mr. Rogers. It might have been. 

Mr. Franacan. What other services did he render to you other than 
these you mentioned ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t recall any. 

Mr. Firanacan. We put into the record this morning, Mr. Rogers, 
two checks, one in the amount of $1,500, dated June 19, and the other 
in the amount of $250, dated April 12, 1950, payable to Mr. Boehm, 
both of them, signed by you. Why did you give him those two checks! 

Mr. Rocers. I felt like we owed him that much money. 

Mr. Fianacan. For what? 

Mr. Rogers. For the services he had rendered. 

Mr. Fuanacan. For the services we have just been discussing? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. And the checks were marked—one of them is 
marked “Services” and the other in marked “For March services.” 
“The other” is probably March 1950? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. And you paid him $1,750 for services rendered ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. In connection with making contacts and advising 
you about Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir, and using his office and telephones and things 
like that. 

Mr. FLanacan. You can get a lot of use out of telephones and offices 
for $1,700. 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, but I used it a lot. 

Mr. Franacan. Wouldn't it be true that the majority of this money 
was paid for contacts and advice? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did Mr. Boehm ever pay you any commission or 
fees for services rendered ? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. He paid me $1,500 one time. 

Mr. Franacan. What did he pay you the $1,500 for? 

Mr. Rogers. On some contract that Forrest Jackson, I think, han- 
dled. I don’t know much about it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What was it all about? 

Mr. Rocers. About handling a gun deal or something like that. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. When was this $1,500 paid you by Mr. Boehm? 

Mr. Rocers. I can tell you in just a minute. I don’t know exactly 
what day he paid me but I deposited it in the bank on the 8th month, 
the third day, 1950. 

Mr. Fianacan. That would be August 3, 1950, you deposited the 
$1,500 in the bank ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. Did he send you a check? 

Mr. Roerrs. A check, yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Would it be likely he sent you the check shortly be- 
fore you deposited it? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. He gave me the check shortly before that. 

Mr. Franacan. What did he pay you $1,500 for? What services 
had you rendered Mr. Boehm to earn this $1,500 fee or commission or 
whatever you want to call it? 

Mr. Rogers. I was up there with Mr. Jackson and he had a client 
in there. It was a contract about a gun. Mr. Jackson didn’t know 
he was going to give me $1,500. He wrote out a check and gave it 
to me. 

Mr. Franacan. Is that the explanation of your services ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan,. I don’t understand. 

Mr. Rogers. Lots of times I don’t understand it either. 

Mr. Firanacan. Let us go a little slower. What was that? Who 
was the contract with and what was it for and what was it all about ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know, Mr. Flanagan. Mr. Jackson is back 
here. He can answer the question. 

Mr. Franacan. Hedidn’t get the money. You got the $1,500. 

Mr. Rocrers. Yes, sir; he dictated the contract for the thing. 

Mr. Franacan. You got the $1,500 from Boehm because Forrest 
Jackson drew a contract with some unknown person ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know exactly what the contract was. 

Mr. Franacan. Why did you get the $1,500 ? 

Mr. Rocers. He gave me $1, 500. 

Mr. Franacan. What did Mr. Boehm say when he gave you the 
$1,500? 

Mr. Rocrers. Well, he just said that he felt like I ought to have it. 

Mr. FuanaGcan. What had you done ? 

Mr. Rogers. What had I done? 

Mr. Franacan. What did you do to get the $1,500 ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. 

Mr. FiranaGan. Do you mean to sit there and tell this committee 
that Boehm paid you $1,500 last summer and you don’t know why 
you got it? 

Mr. Rogers. I told you it had to do with a contract that Mr. Jack- 
son drew with reference to some kind of a sale of a gun or something. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you have anything to do with the contract? 

Mr. Rogers. I was over there in the office. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. You were just hanging around in the office ? 

Mr. Rocers. I wasn’t hanging around. We were fixing to leave 
to go home. 

Mr. FranaGan. You were just waiting? 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Jackson and I went up there. 

Mr. Firanacan. Did you ever have any discussions with Mr. Jack- 
son about the contract for the gun ? 

Mr. Roerrs. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Franacan. What discussion did you have with Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Rogers. I didn’t tell him I got that $1,500. 

Mr. Franacan. I didn’t ask you whether you told him you got the 
$1,500. I asked you what discussions did you have with Mr. Jack- 
son about the contract # 
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Mr. Rogers. Well, he drew the contract and I got the fifteen hun- 
dred and I didn’t intend for him to know it, that is all. 

Mr. Fianacan. This is one of the most amazing transactions I 
have ever heard of. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. I don’t see where it is so hard to understand. 
Maybe he can explain. 

Mr. Franacan. You got the money. Why don’t you explain it? 

Mr. Rogers. I did explain it all I know about it. 

Mr. Fianacan. Let us start over slowly and see if we can explain 
it. Start very slowly. I am not trying to press you, we are not trying 
to hurry you. Collect your thoughts | and tell us in as simple a way 
as you can what you did to earn this $1,500 fee? 

Mr. Rogers. I was with Mr. Jackson when he drew the contract. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Where was the contract drawn / 

Mr. Rogers. In Mr. Boehm’s office. 

Mr. Franacan. And where were you standing at the desk or sitting 
at the desk # 

Mr. Rocers. I was sitting over there in a chair. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And how was Mr. Jackson drawing up the con 
tract? Was he dictating it? 

Mr. Rocers. Dictating it to Mr. Boehm’s secretary. 

Mr. Franacan. And were you helping him dictate? 

Mr. Rogers. No, no, he didn’t need help. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You were just sitting there watching him dictate 
a contract ¢ : 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Go on. 

Mr. Rogers. That is all there was to it. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What was the contract for ? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know. It is something that had to do witha 
gun and Mr. Jackson can go on the stand, I imagine he can explain it. 

Mr. FuanaGan. You sat there for how long listening to Mr. Jackson 
dictate some kind of a contract that you don't know what it was about. 
How long did you sit there? 

Mr. Rogers. We were in there 2 or 3 hours, 

Mr. Fianacan. That would be about $500 an hour that you were 
gett ing for watching. 

Mr. Rogers. I sat in there for 2 or 3 hours. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do you think _ rendered services approximately 
$500 an hour for obser ving Mr. Jackson draw a contract ? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. Mr. Boehm gave me the check, because 
he wanted me to have it. He said I ought to have it. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Were you quite friendly with Mr. Boehm? 

Mr. Rogers. I am friendly with Mr. Boehm. I think he is as nice 
a man as ever lived. 

Mr. Franacan. And didn’t you have any suspicion as to what it 
was for, as to what it was about? 

Mr. Rogers. No. He just went in and wrote out a check and | 
stuck it in the bank. 

Mr. Franacan. Did he give you the check the same day you were 
over there with Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. I think so. I am not positive. 

Mr. Franacan. He did not give you the check in Mr. Jackson’s 
presence ¢ 


Mr. Rogers. No. 
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Mr. Fianacan. Why not? 

Mr. Rogers. I came back and put it in my bank. 

Mr. Franacan. Did Mr. Jackson go back to Jackson, Miss., with 
you on that trip? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you discuss the fact that you got $1,500 from 
Boehm ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Why didn’t you discuss it with him ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. I did not think that was Jackson’s business. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Why didn’t you discuss it with him 4 

Mr. Rocers. I didn't think I was supposed to discuss it with him. 

Mr. FLranaGan. Were you trying to hide it from him ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, Mr. Boehm did not say to or not to, 

Mr. Fianacan. Here is the situation, Mr. Jackson did the work and 
you got the fee? 

Mr. Rocers. Well, I got fifteen hundred of it. 

Mr. FLranacan. Who got the rest of it ? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know. I didn’t ask any questions. I was glad 
to get that. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Was there any discussion between yourself and 
Mr. Boehm with regard to this check that you got in August, and the 
check that you gave to him in June for fifteen hundred? You are 
sure it just was not an exchange / 

Mr. Rogers. It doesn’t have any relation at all. 

Mr. FuanaGcan. No relation at all? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. FLaANaAGan. Now, is that the very best explanation you can give 
for earning that $1,500 fee ? 

Mr. Rocrrs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you sign any papers? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. You did not do anything? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Absolutely nothing? 

Mr. Rogers. Oh, yes. 

Mr. FranaGan. What did you do? 

Mr. Rocers. Just putting ina word anywhere I could. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Well, who were you putting in a word with; that is, 
what I am trying to find out, who were you putting in a word with? 

Mr. Rogers. I was getting Jackson to get that thing drawn up, 
I was pushing him. 

Mr. FLanaGan. You mean you got the $1,500 for steering Jackson 
into Boehm ? 

Mr. Rogers. I did not understand your question. 

Mr. FLanaGan. I said, Do you mean to infer that you got the $1,500 
for steering Jackson into Boehm ? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t know why he gave me $1,500. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Youstill don’t know why ? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Mr, Fiuanacan. I think so far as I am concerned right now we will 
just let the record stand on that fifteen hundred. 

Mr. Rogers, I will show you a list of appointments and I believe it 
is an accurate list of appointments in Mississippi. I will ask you to 
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look at it, and then I want to ask you a question about it [handing 
document to Mr. Rogers]. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you look at that list? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FianaGan. Have you seen that list before? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. What is it? 

Mr. Rocers. It is a list that was drawn up last fall of county ap- 
pointments. 

Mr. Fuanacan. It is a list of all the appointments, county by county, 
and made up until that time on the recommendations of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee, is it not? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanacan. Who drew up that list? 

Mr. Rogers. Miss Yelverton. 

Mr. Frianacan. At whose instructions? 

Mr. Rocers. At mine. 

Mr. Firanacan. Why did you have her draw up the list? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, 1 wanted to make a list for Mr. Hood. He was 
considering at that time on making a race for Governor, and I wanted 
him to know the people to start out with for his organization in these 
counties. 

Mr. Fianaaan. Did you keep any copies of that for your office? 

Mr. Rogers. This copy here was on my desk and it was taken out. 

Mr. Franacan. By whom? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t know. 

Mr. Fianacan. When? 

Mr. Rocers. Last fall. 

Mr. FianaGan. In other words, that copy was stolen from your 
office ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir; I never gave it to anybody. 

Mr. Fianacan. Is that the only list you had in the office ? 

Mr. Rogers. That copy there, and the original that I sent to Mr. 
Hood. 

Mr. Fianacan. There were only two. copies? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FianaGan. You are sure there weren’t three copies made? 

Mr. Rogers. I don’t think there were but two. 

Mr. Fianagan. As I recollect, you testified—and I may be wrong, 
and if I am you can refresh my recollection; I have not had an op- 
portunity, of course, to review the record—but you said you never had 
a list of the appointments that you recommended. 

Mr. Rocers. I did not have. 

Mr. Frianacan. Isn’t that a list? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir; but I did not have it. 

Mr. Fianacan. It was my recollection that you said that you never 
had a list, not in your personal possession, but you never had one at 
any time. 

Mr. Rogers. If I said that, I did not intend to. 

Mr. Bellino can tell you that I told him I had the list made; can’t 
you, Mr. Bellino? 

Mr. Beturno. I can’t answer. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. We are not trying to get in an argument with you; 
we are trying to find out what the list i is, “and identi fy i it so we can put 
it in the record. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Miss Yelverton made it at your request ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Fuanacan. I may add that that list did not come from the files 
of your committee. 

Now, will you hand that to the reporter so we can put it in as an 
exhibit? [Document handed to reporter. | 

(The list referred to above was marked “Exhibit 42” and may be 
found in the appendix on p. 595.) 

Mr. Franacan. Now, Mr. Rogers, you testified here earlier today 
that you and some of the others in this ——— went up to Wash- 
ington and conferred with members of the National Democratic Com- 
mittee concerning patronage. As I recall it, you said that you were 
advised at that time that it would be all right to solicit contributions 
from persons in Federal service, so long as you did not try to sell 
jobs; is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Now, who did you have that conversation with, and 
who gave you that advice? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Moore and Mr. Carraway, and Mr. Boyle. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Was that all at one meeting? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir; it was at different meetings. 

Mr. BL ANAGAN. Did you ever tell either Mr. Moore, or Mr. Boyle, 
or Mr. Carraway, that your committee down here was soliciting rather 
sizable contributions from postal workers just before or just after they 
were appointed to office / 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. I told them that we had to have money to 
operate on, and they said we had to raise our own money. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you suggest, or rather, did they suggest how 
you might do it ¢ 

Mr. Rocrrs. T hey said if we raised it—that we could raise it, just 
so the job was ‘not any consideration. 

Mr. Fianacan. But did you specifically tell them you were going 
to go out and solicit from people, either seeking Federal appointment 
or who had recently been appointed to Federal ] positions ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. You never mentioned that to them ? 

Mr. Rocers. No. 

Mr. Fuanagan. Any action taken by this committee or presented 
to this committee in that regard emanated from Mississippi, and not 
from the national headquarters in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. That is right. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Did you ever offer to turn any funds over to the 
Democratic National Committee ? 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. When? 

Mr. Rogers. Every time we had a Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Let’s take 1949; how much did you carry to Wash- 
ington that occasion ? 
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Mr. Rocers. I don’t remember. We went up to give them the 
money, and they told us we needed it worse than they did. 

Mr. Fianacan. What happened in 1950? 

Mr. Rocers. We done the same thing. 

Mr. Fianacan. What happened in 1951? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I am fixing to do that just as soon as you turn 
me loose. 

Mr. Franacan. Did anyone of the Democratic National Commit 
tee ever tell you they did not want any from up here because they 
would have to give them receipts if they did? 

Mr. Rocers. ‘Did anybody ever tell me what ? 

Mr. Fianacan. Did anybody connected with the committee up there 
tell you they did not want you to send contributions up there—— 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. 

Mr. FLanaGan (continuing). Because if you did send them up, you 
would have to account for it and give receipts for the money ? 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Do you remember a discussion you had with me the 
other day along that line? 

Mr. Rocers. I think I told you they said we needed it worse than 
they did. We kept it here. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I did not ask you that. I said do you remember a 
discussion along that line that you and I had the other day at the time 
of our conference ? 

Mr. Rocers. I don’t remember just exactly, Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Well, see if you can recollect what you told me about 
someone in the national committee telling you they did not want any 
money, because receipts would have to be given for it? 

Mr. Rocers. No, they told us we needed the money bad, and we did. 
Bill Boyle said, “Take it back.” 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did anyone mention receipts in connection with the 
money ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Then that information that you conveyed to me 
the other day is nota _ you say now ¢ 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I don’t remember exactly the information, Mr. 
Flanagan. I wouldn’t say it is not so. 

Mr. Fianacan. In other words, I want you not to get the idea Iam 
fishing these questions out of the air. I was asking ‘because you told 
me that the other day. 

Mr. Rogers. I explained to you then I didn’t know the type ques- 
tions, I didn’t know what you were going to ask me when I was in here. 

Mr. Fianacan. Now, Mr. Rogers, you gave this committee written 
permission, as you recall, to examine your 1949 Federal income tax 
return, and your 1950 tax return 4 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And your accountant came up here and did turn 
over to us a copy of your 1950 return, and certain financial information 
that you had in turn turned over to him. 

Mtr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. With regard to your bank account in 1950, we have 
here a résumé of that account, and T notice there are a number of cash 
items deposited in the account. 

Mr. Rocers. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Fuanacan. For which your accountant in explanation said you 
had not explained to him the reason for these. He had intimated they 
were possibly loans. 

Now, I will ask you if you can recall in regard to the first one, $400 

cash deposit, January 20, in your account ‘at the Bank of Raleigh, 
$400, what that is? 

Mr. Rogers. Well—— 

Mr. FuanaGan. That is for the year 1950. 

Mr. Rocers. On what date? 

Mr. Fuanacan. January 20, 1950, a deposit of $400? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLuanacan. What was that $4004 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. J. S. Rogers, my brother in Colorado City, Tex., 
paid me. 

Mr. FuanaGan. He paid you? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacgan. Did he pay you in cash? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. How did he transmit that cash to you? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, there was either some of us—we was always 
going over or coming back here to see me and my wife. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What was that payment for? 

Mr. Rogers. A loan. 

Mr. Franacan. Was that payment fora loan? 

Mr. Rogers. I let him have $7,500. He bought a hotel. He paid me 
as fast as he could. I believe, to be exact, $7,245 he paid me. 

Mr. FuanaGan. $7,245? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. When did you give him the $7,245 

Mr. Rogers. When he went and bought the hotel nin Texas. 

Mr. Fianacan. When was that ? 

<a Rogers. December 1949. 

. FuanaGan. Where did you get the $7.245/ 

Mr Rogers. I borrowed $2,500 at the Bay Spring Bank, and I had 

$5.000 that had been hanging around. 

Mr. Franacan. Where did you have it? 

Mr. Rogers. In the house. 

Mr. FuanaGan. In the house ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanaean. In cash? 

Mr: Rocers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanacan. Where did you keep $5,000 in your house in cash? 

Mr. Rogers. Well, I am not scared of anybody in my house. 

Mr. Franacan. I did not ask you if you were scared of anyone in 
your house. 

Mr. Roeers. And I am not seared of anybody burglaring it. 

Mr. FLuanaGan. Where did you keep it in the house ? 

Mr. Rogers. In the house, in the chiiforobe. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Inthe drawer of the chifforobe / 

Mr. Rogers. No, not in the drawer; in the hat box. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Ina hat box you kept #5000 ? 

Mr. Rocers. If vou want to get technical about it. 
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Mr. Fuanacan How long had you had that $5,000 in the hat box. 

Mr. Rogers. ‘That was money I gave my children through a period 
of years, and it was the savings of my five children that ‘I had been 
giving them all along, when I could spare the money. 

Mr. FLanacan. In other words, every time you got some money 
you would turn some ever to your children ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That was an accumulation of those contributions 
vou made to your children, that you kept in the hat box ? 

Mr. Reeers. Y es, sir; they have little banks in there. 

Mr. FLANAGAN And it shows that you received $400 on the 20th. 
Then $500 in cas ese il] these are cash, incidentally, from your brother ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanaean. $500 on January 24; $160 on February 7; $700 on 
the 11th; $1,000 on the 28th; $1, 000 on the 28th of April; $945 on the 
ith of May; $500—no, $550—on the 6th of May; $500 on the 20th of 
May: $500 on the 5th of June; $650 on the 16th of June; $600 on the 
3d of July; $250 on September ‘28th; for a total of $7,245? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And that was the repayment of a loan ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. And the loan was paid by September 28th; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Do you have any other loans now with your brother ? 
Does he owe you any money ? 

Mr. Rogers. No, sir. Oh, he might owe me a few dollars, but no 
sizable amount. 

Mr. Fianacan. Mr. Rogers, when did you turn over the $7,200 to 
vour brother? 

Mr. Rocrrs. When he started to west Texas to buy a hotel. 

Mr. Franacan. When was that? 

Mr. Rogers. Oh, I would say the latter part of November. 

Mr. Franacan. What year? 

Mr. Rogers. 1949. 

Mr. Franacan. 1949? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. In connection with these repayments of cash that 
went into your bank account totaling $7,200 last year, how did this 
money come into your possession on all of these occasions? 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Flanagan, my boy had been to school, to the uni- 
versity in Dallas, and somebody, was on their way over there all the 
time, and they will be on their way back and forth so long as he stays 
in west Texas, because we visit each other. 

Mr, FianaGan. Every time somebody goes back and forth they 
bring some money—cash ? 

_ Mr. Rocrrs. He had a good business, and he pays his tax, so I don’t 

ee anything wrong about it. 

"eee FLANaGan. I want to correct the record on the total, there is a 
difference of $580 that I added in by mistake. 

Mr. Rocers. I can give them to you, if you want to add them up. 

Mr. Franacan. That is all right. We can work that out. It is 
only a difference of $580. 
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And you again reiterate that that $7,500 or $7,200 that you lent 
to your brother was made up of a loan of $2,500 that you made, and 
the $5,000 came out of the hat box in the chifforobe ? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. I have no further questions. 

Senator Hory. You may stand aside, Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. Rocers. Thank you. 

Senator Hory. This will conclude the hearing here today. 

We do not know whether it will be necessary to hold any further 
hearings or not. 

If we wish to reexamine any of the witnesses who have already 
been in town, or if we desire to examine other witnesses, we will either 
resubpena them and hold the hearing here, or we will subpena them to 
come to Washington. 

There will be no further hearings here today, and the subcommittee 
will stand in adjournment until further action. 

(Whereupon at 4:45 p. m. Wednesday, April 11, 1951, the hearing 
was adjourned sine die.) 
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SENATE INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE, 
CoMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES IN 
THE ExecurivE DeparTMENTs, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10:05 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolu- 
tion 51 agreed to January 29, 1951, first session, Eighty-second Con- 
gress, in room 357, Senate Office Building, Senator Clyde R. Hoey 
(chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senators Clyde R. Hoey, of North Carolina; John L. 
McClellan, of Arkansas; Joseph R. McCarthy, of Wisconsin; Karl 
E. Mundt, of South Dakota; Richard M. Nixon, of California. 

Also present: Senator John C. Stennis, of Mississippi; Francis D. 
Flanagan, chief counsel; H. J. Hatcher, chief assistant counsel: 
Jerome S. Adlerman, assistant counsel: James F. Sheridan, investi- 
gator; Carmine 8S. Bellino, accounting consultant; and Ruth Young, 
clerk. 

Senator Hory. The subcommittee will please come to order. 

The subcommittee held hearings down at Jackson, Miss., on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday, April 9, 10, and 11, to look into the charges 
in connection with the selling of jobs in Mississippi. 

While those hearings were completed so far as Mississippi is con- 
cerned, and all witnesses who were available were examined there, in 
the course of the testimony it developed that it probably would be 
necessary to pursue it at this end of the line to get a little further 
information on some phases of the matter developed in the testimony 
there and, therefore, the hearing was set this morning. 

Our first witness to be called this morning will be Mr. J. J. Lawler, 
and also I will call at the same time Mr. Clinton B. Uttley. 

Will you gentlemen be sworn? Hold up your right hands, do you 
solemnly swear the testimony you give at this ee shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help: you God ? 

Mr. Lawter. I do. 

Mr. Urtiey. I do. 

Senator Hory. If the photographers wish to take pictures, they may 
do so before the evidence begins and not while the evidence is being 
given. 

Mr. Lawler, you can state for the record your name, and the position 
which you occupy. 
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TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH J. LAWLER, ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GEN- 
ERAL IN CHARGE OF BUREAU OF POST OFFICE OPERATIONS; 
ACCOMPANIED BY CLINTON B. UTTLEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
BUREAU OF POST OFFICE OPERATIONS 


Mr. Lawter. Joseph J. Lawler, in charge of the Bureau of Postal 
Operations. 

Senator Hory. How long have you filled that position ? 

Mr. Lawurr. One year as of yesterday. 

Senator Hory. Are you designated as an Assistant Postmaster 
General ? 

Mr. Lawter. I am, sir. 

Senator Hory. In order to complete this part of the record I will 
ask Mr. Uttley to give his name and position. 

Mr. Urriey. Clinton B. Uttley. 

Senator Horry. And the position which you hold? 

Mr. Urriry. Executive Director for the Bureau of Post Office Op- 
‘ations, Mr. Lawler’s assistant. 

Senator Hory. How long have you been in this position, Mr. Uttley / 
Mr. Urrtey. In this position a year ago this month. In the postal 
service 44 years. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Lawler, I believe the custom in the Post Office 
Department is to have recommendations generally from the Congress- 
minan from the district, unless otherwise ordered, and then from some- 
body, either the national committe or national committeeman or some 
person representing the party in power with reference to the appoint- 
ment for positions as rural carriers and postmasters, of course, the 
names to be taken from the eligible list. 

I wish you would explain to the committee what method was 
adopted with reference to making the appointments in Mississippi, and 
by whom, and who gave authority or authorization to recognize the 
Democratic Committee in Mississippi. 

Mr. Lawter. When I assumed charge of the Bureau of Postal Op- 
erations, naturally I began a study of the policy that prevailed in the 
Bureau prior to my taking over; and after discussing the various poli- 
cies with the assistants in my Bureau, I found out that it had been 
the policy, not only in this administration but in past administra- 
tions, to recognize advisers in the appointment of rural carriers and 
postmasters. 

Therefore, I found, in checking the list of advisers available at that 
time, that Mr. Clarence E. Hood was the adviser for the appointments 
of rural carriers or postmasterships in the State of Mississippi. 

Senator Hory. In pursuing the policies of the Department, you 
advised with Mr. Hood with reference to the nominations that were 
certified or those who were placed on the eligible list through civil- 
service examination ? 

Mr. Lawter. I did. 

Senator Hory. Were his recommendations accepted and acted 
upon ¢ 

Mr. Lawter. They were all accepted and acted upon. 

Senator Hory. I may say for the record that Postmaster General 
Donaldson talked with me about this matter before I went to Missis- 
sippi. I had asked him with reference to it, and he said this direction 
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had been given by the Democratic National Committee authorizing 
the recognition of Mr. Hood for Mississippi. 

Do you know whether or not that was the fact ? 

Mr. Lawter. Well, all I can say in answer to that is this, Mr. Chair- 
man, that Mr. Hood was recognized as adviser for such patronage in 
Mississippi since July of 1949. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Lawler, when did it first come to your atten- 
tion—when did any information first come to your attention about 
any irregularities in Mississippi in connection with patronage? 

Mr. Lawzer. I received an anonymous letter several months ago— 
it may be in December, the early part of December—and, of course, 
it is not the policy of the Bureau to investigate complaints based on 
anonymous letters in all cases unless the anonymous letter contains 
some authentic information. But this anonymous letter was just one 
that was called to my attention that there were rumors prevailing in 
Mississippi that some people were going throughout the State sell- 
ing postmasterships and rural-carrier appointments; and it has been 
my policy to call in the head of the organization when I have such 
rumors. 

Therefore, I requested Mr. Hood to come to Washington, that I 
would like to discuss with him the rumors which I had received 
through this anonymous letter. 

So, he visited my office, at which time I acquainted him with the 
information that was contained in the letter. He assured me that 
there was no selling of jobs in Mississippi. That was the only time, 
the last time, that I ever talked with Mr. Hood. 

Then, in about the latter part of January, the Postmaster General 
called me to his office, and he told me that he had rather authentic 
information, and suggested that I should contact the Director, Division 
of Postmasters, and the Director of the Division of Rural Carriers, 
requesting them to furnish a list of all of the recommendations made 
by Mr. Hood, that is, since the time that he was recognized as our 
adviser, that is, the Department’s adviser 

That was done; of course, it took a little time to prepare that 
list. 

About a week or 10 days later, the Postmaster General received 
more authentic information, and by that I mean he was able to 
give me names of people in Mississippi, their residence, that were 
going throughout the State contacting different people and offering 
them the jobs for a certain price. 

After I received that information, I then called a conference with 
Mr. Uttley, my assistant, the Director of Postmasters— the Division 
of Postmasters—and the Director of the Division of Rural Carriers, 
Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Grant. 

After our conference, in which we discussed all the information 
that we had on the Mississippi case, I then called upon the chief 
inspector to come to my office. I turned over to him all the informa- 
tion, with the list of all of the appointments made on the recommenda- 
tions of Mr. Hood up to that time. I requested that he assign two 
outside inspectors, inspectors not domiciled in that section of the 
country, and have them come to my office for a meeting or a con- 
ference, which they did. They begain the investigation sometime 
around the 18th or the 19th of February. 
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Senator McCiettan. Which year? 

Mr. Lawuer. This year. 

Senator Hory. Now, as a result of the investigation which they 
made, has the Post Office Department taken action in any cases 
thus far? 

Mr. Lawier. We have, and we have separated four acting post- 
masters, and four permanent postmasters. I mean, charges were 
placed against them. Mr. Uttley is handling that end of it. I think, 
Mr. U ttley , that you had better bring them up to date. 

Senator Hory. 1 want you to go ahead, Mr. Uttley, and give us 
that information. 

Mr. Urriey. We have separated four acting postmasters, and pre- 
ferred charges against four permanent postmasters. We have sepa- 
rated four temporary rural carriers, and have preferred charges 
against 36 regular rural carriers up to the present time. 

Senator Hory. What is the process when you prefer charges? That 
means you give them a hearing; does it? 

Mr. Urriey. No; the charges are preferred against them, citing the 
fact that they have been ace used of violat ing section 135.2 of the postal 
laws and regulations which forbids and makes it a criminal offense, 

rather, for offeri ing compensation or money for the use of influence 
in obtaining jobs. 

They are given an opportuniy to reply to those charges. After their 
reply is received, if it is not a veteran, we make a determination of it 
in the department. If it is a veteran—which most of these rural car- 
riers are—they are notified that they have 30 days in which to appeal 
thee ontemplated adverse action to the Civil Service Commission. 

Senator Hory. Now, the law provides that 

Mr. Urriry. The law provides that 

Senator Hory (continuing). Protection / 

Mr. Utriey (continuing). Under the Veterans’ Preference Act; 
yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Now, that represents the action taken up to this time ? 

Mr. Urriry. Up to the present time. The investigation is not com- 
pleted. We expect we will receive more names. 

Senator Horry. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. May I inquire at that point, Mr. Chairman ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Some you have separated and some you have pre- 
ferred charges against. I take it the separations are those which are 
Compponery ‘ 

Mr. Urriey. That is right; the separations are those which have 
been some ary and acting postm: isters, and are not protected under 
the Veterans’ Preference Act. 

Senator Hory. And you have a right to act in that case? 

Mr. Utriey. We havea right to act in those cases, and have done so. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Lawler, I believe Mr. Hood testified in his testi- 
mony down at Mississippi that when he came up and held a conference 
with you that he asked what charges had been made with reference to 
anybody that he had recommended, and that you examined the file of 
some people there, of some parties, and that you did not let him see 
the file, but you did not tell him who it was and you read some charges; 
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but it developed from that that these recommendations had been made 
back in 1948 and before he Was making the recommendations. Do you 
recall that? 

Mr. Lawier. No; the only file that I had available, Mr. Chairman, 
was that anonymous letter. I may have hal some notes that I got 
from some of my assistants that they had heard rumors that there 
were jobs being sold in Mississippi. 

Mr. Urriry. There was none of those prior to his assuming charge. 

Senator Hory. There were none prior to that time / 

Mr. Urriey. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Senator McClellan / 

Senator McCietian. Mr. Lawler, when did you have this conver- 
sation or conference with Mr. Hood ¢ 

Mr. Lawter. I think it was around the latter part of last year; I 
just could not say, Senator. It was January the 5th. 

Senator McCietian. Of this year ? 

Mr. Lawurer. That is right. 

Senator McCiettan. You had not had any conference with him 
prior to that? 

Mr. Lawter. Never met the gentleman before or after. 

Senator McCLe.tian. You do not know whom else he may have con- 
ferred with in the Department prior to the time you learned of this 
matter; do you? 

Mr. Lawter. Well, my predecessor—I don’t know whether he 
talked to him or not; I don’t know. 

Senator McCretitan. Who was your predecessor / 

Mr. Lawier. Mr. Vincent Burke. 

Senator McCietian. Vincent Burke? 

Mr. Lawter. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. As I understand, when you went into office, 
when you assumed the duties of your present postion, you found that 
Mr. Hood had been designated as the adviser for the State of Mis- 
sissippi with reference to these appointments. How was it indicated 
to you that he had been so designated ? 

Mr. Lawier. Well, his name was stated—I have the States listed 
in alphabetical order, and, therefore, 1 have my advisers for each 
State. 

For example, it may be a Democratic Congressman for any vacan- 
cies in his district; that is, rural carriers or postmasterships. If we 
don’t have any Democratic Congressmen in that district, therefore, 
we recognize the national committeeman or committeewoman or the 
State chairman, or we may recognize the Senator, if we have a Dem- 
ocratic Senator in that State. Therefore, when I checked Mis- 
sissippi, my adviser for Mississippi was C. E. Hood. 

Senator McCie.uan. In other words, that was the record or file 
that came to your attention upon your appointment ¢ 

Mr. Lawier. That is right. 

Senator McCie.ian. I presume you made no inquiry about the 
State of Mississippi or any other State, in particular regard to how 
it happened that any particular individual was so designated ? 

Mr. Lawter. I made inquiries, Senator, particularly as to what 
the policy was on the part of other administrations. For example, 
I checked the State of Mississippi to find out who were the advisers 
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during the administrations that were in power from the year 1920 
to 1932, and I checked my own State of Pennsylvania, and I found 
out that this policy was nothing new. This is a policy and a prece- 
dent that has been established since the Post Office Department has 
been in existence, but that is as far as I went; I didn’t go any farther 
than that. 

Senator McCuietian. That is what I had in mind: that you did 
not inquire into how Mr. Hood happened to have been designated 
for the State of Mississippi 

Mr. Lawter. No. 

Senator McCietian (continuing). When Mississippi is represented 
in the National Congress by Democrats only, and also has a legally 
constituted State Democratic committee. You made no inquiry as 
to why they were being ignored, and why someone else was being 
designated. 

Mr. Lawter. I did not, sir. 

Senator McCietxan. That, however, indicated to you that it was 
out of order and not the general practice; did it not? 

Mr. Lawter. I would not say that. I could not agree on that state- 
ment. 

Senator McCre.xan. Is there any other State in the Union now 
represented by Democrats in Congress, where an individual not con- 
nected with the party in an official capacity or not an elected repre- 
sentative of the people, where you have designated somebody else as 
your patronage dispenser ? 

Mr. Lawier. Not that I know of—yes; there are two, Louisiana 
and South Carolina. 

Senator McCiei.an. Does that have any significance to you? 

Mr. Lawter. Well, after all, Senator 

Senator McCieinan. Sir? 

Mr. Lawter (continuing). I don’t think that is my responsibility 
to inquire as to where I get the advisers from. 

Senator McCietxan. I understand. 

Mr. Lawier. I am just an Assistant Postmaster General. 

Senator McCietxan. I understand your position. 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator McCretian. But these three States—Mississippi, Louisi- 
ana, and South Carolina—are the three where departure has been made 
from consulting the Democratic elected representatives in Congress 
or the legally constituted State Democratic committee. 

Mr. Lawter. I don’t know anything about the State Democratic 
committee. 

Senator McCietian. In any State? 

Mr. Lawter. I do about my own State. 

Senator McCLe.uan. But I mean, in States which may be repre- 
sented by Republicans in Congress, you do consult with the State 
Democratic committee, and that is the general practice ? 

Mr. Lawter. That is the policy now, and that has been the policy 
in the past, even in Republican administrations. 

Senator McCiexan. So, this consulting with some outside party 
is a departure from the general practice; is it not? 

Mr. Lawter. I wouldn’t say that. 

Senator McCrietian. Well, has that occurred before? Can you 
name any other instances? You know of no other instances; do you? 
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Mr. Lawuer. There are only two cases, as Mr. Uttley refreshed 
my memory. Here in Louisiana and South Carolina. 

‘Senator McCiettan. Now, who would be in a position to give us 
information as to the source of instructions to disregard the ‘elected 
representatives of the State of Mississippi, and dis sregard the legally 
constituted Democratic committee of Mississippi, with reference to 
making these ¢ appointments / 

Mr. Lawier. | don’t know. 

Senator McCiettan. You would not be able to give us that infor- 
mation ¢ 

Mr. Lawier. No, sir. 

Senator McCie.tian. Probably your predecessor could, or someone 
else in the Department ? 

Mr. Lawter. It may be possible. 

Senator McCrexian. At least somebody is responsible for leaving 
that designation there in the files for you to find it when you came 
into office. 

Mr. Lawter. Well, the Democratic National Committee was re- 
sponsible for establishing Mr. Hood and his organization as our ad- 
visers in Mississippi. 

Senator McCiet.an. That is the source of the direction for you to 
recognize him in these matters? 

Mr. Lawter. In this case here. 

Senator McCietitan. You are cognizant of that, although you were 
not in this position at the time such instructions were given / 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. When did you first receive—when did you 
receive—this anonymous letter that first brought the matter to your 
attention ? 

Mr. Lawter. Oh, I would say around the latter part of December 
or the early part of January. 

Senator McCieian. I understood you to say a while ago “1949.” 

Mr. Lawter. That was 1950; I correct that. 

Senator McCLetLan. You meant 1950? 

Mr. Lawter. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. That is what confused me about those dates. 

So, it was not until last December that you got any information 
about it, and immediately then you, of course—shortly after that you 
conferred with Mr. Hood ? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right, sir. 

Senator McCuieitian. As I recall Mr. Hood’s testimony—if not his, 
others who were with him or who conferred with the officials of your 
Department—he said that they advised the authorities here that they 
were accepting contributions, voluntary contributions; and that, if 
I recall, both the Post Office authorities and the Democratic committee 
approved that and said that was all right so long as they were volun- 
tary. Did you have any such conversation with Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Lawter. That isa lie. 

Senator McCreiitan. Did he intimate to you that such practices 
were going on and that they were handling the matter in that manner ? 

Mr. Lawter. He did not. 

Senator McCretitan. Then so far as you know, so far as your 
Department knows, your assistants, no such information was reported 
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to you by Mr. Hood or anyone connected with the Democratic com- 
mittee, the Mississippi Democratic Committee 4 

Mr. Lawcer. That is right. 

Senator McCLe.LLan. You had no information about that until this 
thing became a matter of public charges? 

Mr. Law er. No; not until the Postmaster General, as I repeated, 
the latter part of January, gave me some rather authentic information 
and, of course, that was really the time that we really began to work 
on the investigation of it. 

Senator McCrieiian. Had the Senators from Mississippi, and the 
Congressmen from Mississippi, brought these things to your attention 
inany way ¢ 

Mr. Lawter. Not to my attention. 

Senator McCLeLian. Not to your personal attention ¢ 

Mr. Law ter. No, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. Do you know whether it was brought to the 
attention of er Department and to the Democratic committee / 

Mr. Lawnier. They were brought to the attention of the Department. 

Senator Moc LELLAN. By Represent: atives, elected—— 

Mr. Lawter. By both Senators from the State of Mississippi. 

Senator McCiet tan. By both Senators. 

When was it brought to your a.tention by the Senators ? 

Mr. Law er. It was not brought to my attention: it was called to 
my attention through the Postmaster General. 

Senator McCLetitan. When was it brought to his attention; if you 
know ¢ 

Mr. Lawuer. I don’t know. 

Senator McCietian. Was that before or after? 

Mr. Law ter. I think it was around the 10th or the 11th of Feb- 
ruary 1951. 

Senator McCLetitan. It was sometime this year / 

Mr. Lawier. This year. 

Senator McCiet.tan. Sometime prior to the time that you received 
the anonymous letter / 

Mr. Lawuer. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. As I understand it, you immediately insti- 
gated investigations, which are still in process ¢ 

Mr. Lawier. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. They have not been completed / 

Mr. Lawzer. That is right, sir. 

Senator McCietian. But you did act promptly to try to ascertain 
the facts about it, and to take such action as would be : appropriate if 
the charges were true ? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator McC.e.xan. I believe that is all for the present. 

Senator Hory. Senator Mundt? 

Senator Munpr. I am not sure I understood, Mr. Lawler, but what 
date was it that you ea your present office / 

Mr. Lawxer. Just 1 year ago yesterday. 

Senator Munpr. One year ago? 

Mr. Lawter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. So that, when you came in, Mr. Uttley was already 
there ¢ 


Mr. 


Law.er. That is right, sir. 
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Senator Munpr. Have you been associated with the Department as 
u career employee / 

Mr. Lawier. I am not. I have been with the Post Office Depart- 
ment a little over 6 years. 

Senator Munpr. Have you had any conferences at all with Mr. 
Hood since the time he ceased to serve as the patronage agent ? 

Mr. Lawtrr. No; I did not, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. Have you had any coniferenc es with Mr. Rogers 
since he ceased to function as the secretary 

Mr. Law ter. Not since he ceased to mini as the secretary, he 
or Jackson; but about, I would say, 2 weeks before we began the 
investigation, Rogers and Jackson visited someone in the Post Office 
Department, someone in my Bureau. 

I had notified the men under me that, if they should visit the Bureau. 
I would like to talk to them, so they visited the Bureau on this day, 
and T asked Mr. Uttley at the time if he would come in with me, 
so I-— 

Senator Munpr. I cannot quite hear. 

Mr. Lawter. I asked Mr. Uttley to join me in the conference with 
Rogers and Jackson, at which time I told them that we had other 
rumors that things were not right in Mississippi, and I told them 1] 
was going to speak to them in the language of a Pennsylvania coal 
miner; I could not repeat the language here, but I told them there 
was going to be some skin eff their necks and someone going to jail 
if the information which we were receiving could be sustained through 
investigation on the part of the inspectors; and that is the last time 
I met with Rogers or Jackson. 

Senator Munpr. Was Mr. Frank Mize at that conference / 

Mr. Lawter. I don’t know; I never met Mr. Mize: I wouldn't know 
him if I met him today. 

Senator Munpr. Do vou know who he is? 

Mr. Lawzer. No: I do noi. 

Senator Munpr. You know he is presently the chairman of the 
Mississippt Democratic Committee ¢ 

Mr. Lawtrr. I don’t know that; only what I read in the paper. 

Senator Munpr. I was interested when you were discussing with 
Senator McClellan how the patronage was handled in various States, 
and how in Louisiana and South Carolina and Mississippi you had 
advisers outside of the congressional delegation or the duly elected 
national committeemen, I just wondered if you ever got so low that 
you had to rely on Republican advisers / 

Mr. Lawter. There are times. 

Senator Munpt. Do you have any reports on them? 

Mr. Lawrrr. They have been quite fortunate in hitting the register 
we can't go over the register, 

Senator Munpr. Even down im Mississippi? 

Mr. Lawirr. Westrictly edhere tothe law in Mississipp1. 

Senator Munpr. I do not say that you did not strictly adhere to the 
law, but they passed over veterans down in Mississippi, in the process 
of getting advice to you. 

Mr. Lawrer. Well, that may be true—passed one veteran over 
unother, but either one or the other could be considered for the 
appointment. 
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Senator Munpr. You would not be as specific about where you get 
your Republican advisers as you were with respect to where you get 
your outside advisers in Louisiana and South Carolina. Would you 
tell us where you get your Republican advisers ? 

Mr. Lawier. We don’t have any Republican advisers; you know 
that. 

Senator Munpr. I did not think so. You said you did have. 

Mr. Law er. I said once in awhile we get advice from Republicans. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, this is a matter of political patron 
age which both parties understand ? 

Mr. Lawier. Absolutely; they should. 

Senator Munvr. The unfortunate thing is that the general public 
does not understand it because they assume it is civil service, they 
assume it is the merit system. 

Republican Senators and Congressmen continuously get letters from 
people stating, “We have taken the examination and rate No. 2, and 
why can’t we get the job?” 

We tell them quite frankly that it is an ancient and, we hope, quite 
honest American tradition, and it goes to the party in power, and we 
hope somebody in the Post Office Department should also make it clear, 
because it is not civil service, that it should not parade as such. 

Mr. Lawier. Well the law provides for one of three eligibles from 
the register. Of course, I remember when my brother was a post- 
master back in Pennsylvania during the Wilson administration; he 
did not have the job when Harding moved in. 

Senator Munpr. That is right. I am not complaining about that. 

Mr. Lawter. There was no such preference for veterans at that 
time, but today the veterans’ preference is really something that you 
cannot get around, Senator; you cannot jump anybody over a veteran, 
if he is a civilian. You have got to take that veteran, whether you 
like it or not. We don’t make those laws; Congress takes the responsi- 
bility; that is the responsibility of Congress. 

Senator Munpr. The point I am trying to make is I think we should 
divide Federal positions as to those which are patronage, and frankly 
admit that they are, which I consider the postal situation to be, and 
those which are civil service, and in civil service I think there should 
be no polities at all. 

Let one job fall in one classification and one in the other. But when 
we parade the Postal Department as being civil service when it is not, 
I think that is highly unfortunate. I can give you an example of 
very good post office out in South Dakota we are having difficulty in 
picking a postmaster for that. You want to pick a Democrat some 
times, and whoever you pick I am going to say is O. K.; Iam not going 
to interfere; but the papers are full of the fact that that is a civil- 
service examination. 

I was curious to know what kind of examination they took. They 
do not even ask them any questions. All that is done is to get some 
recommendations from a few politicians in the community, and then 
say, “This is a man of good character, and he can read and write, and 
he is pretty substantial,” and you call that an examination. 

Now you and I know that is not an examination, and I do not think 
it should be called an examination. An examination is something 
whereby you try to determine the ability of somebody, and I am not 
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quarreling with that; you have never had a minute’s trouble from my 
office in 14 years with respect to who the appointments are. I under- 
stand the rules of the game; but I simply would appreciate it if the 
rules of the game would be made clear so that where people are apply- 
ing for jobs they would not go rushing in with expectations that there 
is going to be a merit sy stem. 

Now I like frankness, and I like candor, and I simply want to find 
out now whether we cannot have in the record, on this happy occasion, 
the fact that you and I both know that the post-oflice system is con- 
sidered a part of the patronage system of America, and considered so 
by both parties, and has always been run on that basis. Is that not a 
fair statement of facts? 

Mr. Lawier. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Yes; all right. 

Mr. Law er. Senator, the Hoover Committee recommended taking 
the postmasters and others out of politics. That was approved, that 
recommendation of the Hoover Committee, both by the President and 
by the Postmaster General. 

Senator Munpr. That is right. 

Mr. Lawter. And that was done last year or 2 years ago, so it meets 
with the approval of the Postmaster General if Congress should see fit 
to adopt that recommendation. 

Senator Munpr. Yes; just a minute. I simply want to point out 
that was the process by which you would freeze into permanent posi- 
tions as many Democratic postmasters as there are post offices in 

America, so that would scarcely be considered civil service either, un- 
less you start in de novo. We are not going to vacate the patronage 
jobs; you are trying to freeze them in. Everybody has tried it, by this 
device or others. This time it was the Hoover Commission report ; 
the Republicans tried it; that is part of the game. You know that 
and I know that. Just let us keep the record clear for the public. 
I am not quarreling about it, but I want to be honest about it. 

Mr. Lawter. You are, sir. 

Senator Munpr. All right. 

Senator McCretian. Do you know any way to take these appoint- 
ments out of politics? Do you think the Hoover Commission recom- 
mendations will take them out of politics? 

Mr. Lawter. I would rather you submit that question to the Post- 
master General. 

Senator McCrettan. Well, I do not think it would. I think you 
would have a repetition in many instances of the same situation we 
are now investigating in the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. Lawter. “Would you say 

Senator McCLetian. If you would take it away from the elected 
Representatives and undertake to parcel it out, the folks who want 
to exploit the situation would do so, and you would have a repetition 
of these unsavory conditions; that is my view. 

Senator Munpr. To which I would like to append sort of a happy 
epilogué. I think that if you made it a legitimate c ivil- -service prope- 
sition, with a strict merit examination, and had the Civil Service Com- 
mission serve as your advisers, that there should be a way to get it 
out of politics. I would hope that eventually that could happen. I 
think it would help eliminate the postal deticit, and a lot of other 

82406—51——29 
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things, because you have got to work with the people who come up 
to you through the political processes, and that is a little bit difficult 
in the attainment of an efficiency goal. You have some good ones and 
some poor ones, but you are pretty well limited to weeding out the 
dishonest ones, the ones who are crooked, and there are not many of 
those. 

Mr. Lawter. Senator, we have promoted a great number of classi- 
fied employees in many of our large post offices to postmasterships. 

You take the city of P hiladelphia, the city of Pittsburgh, the cit) 
of Detroit, Cleveland, and many other cities, and that has never hap 
pened before, but it has happened under this administration. 

Senator Munpr. I think it happens on occasion. I have in mind 
this banner headline in my home town paper not over a month ago, 
“Republican Rural Mail Carrier Gets Promotion.” It does happen 
on occasion, and it makes news, headline news. 

( Laughter.) 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Have you personally, or has the Department, to 
your knowledge, Mr. Lawler, ever notified Mr. Clarence E. Hood, of 
Mississippi, that you have severed your relationships with him, and 
that he is no longer considered your adviser / 

Mr. Lawter. Immediately after I—— 

Senator Munpr. If you have, ean you supply the committee wiih 
the carbon copy of the letter ? 

Mr. Lawuer. I did not; the only action I had taken immediately 
after I had received the authentic information from the Postmaster 
General, I notified Mr. Uttley, Mr. Cargill, Mr. Grant, the director 
of postmasters, and Mr. Cooper, director of rural mail carriers, that 
they are not to recognize thereafter Mr. Hood. 

We are now recognizing the Congressmen and the Senators from the 
State of Mississippi. 

Senator Munpr. I am sure that they are better recommendations, 
too; but you have never notified 

Mr. Lawier. No. 

Senator Munpr. I wanted to check that, because he so testified, 
but he did testify also that his recommendations would be followed 
after a certain date. 

Mr. Lawter. Senator, you don’t think I would accept recommenda- 
tions of a man like Hood after what has been developed through the 
information given to the Postmaster General ? 

Senator Munpr. No, but I thought you might have notified him. 
so that he would know. 

Mr. Lawer. I went a little bit farther; I also, during the time that 
I had been in charge of the Bureau of Postal Operations, I stopped the 
acceptance of telegrams from Mississippi endorsing certain people for 
postmasterships and rural carrier appointments. 

I notified Mr. Hood that we would not accept anything except a 
letter, a personal letter from him, under his own signature. 

Senator Munpr. I am not sure I understand the significance of that. 
Was he sending you collect telegrams ? 

Mr. Lawuer. No, not collect; he was sending us telegrams recom- 
mending the appointment of certain postmasters or rural carriers. 

Senator Munpr. You wanted some knowledge of who sent it; you 
wanted an acknowledgement of his signature 

Mr, Lawter. That is right. 
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Senator Munpt. There is no doubt in your mind, is there, Mr. Law- 
ler, but what under the operations of Mr. Hood and Mr. Rogers and 
Mr. Mize, that this Mississippi Democratic Committee was putting 
Federal jobs up for sale in your Department, and that is why you 
cut him off ¢ 

Mr. Lawter. From the organization we have now that has been 
proven. 

Senator Munpr. That has been proven. You are convinced that 
it should have been done, and you did it ¢ 

Mr. Lawzer. That is right, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever have any office conferences with 
Mr. Glenn Boehm with regard to patronage in Mississippi 

Mr. Lawier. No; I don't know Glenn Boehm, 

Senator Munpr. Did he ever call you up and make appointments 
for either Mr. Hood or Mr. Rogers or Mr. Mize? 

Mr. Law.er. No. 

Senator Munpr. You would not know or the answer is, “No”? 

Mr. Lawter. I never heard of him; I never heard of Mr. Boehm. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you know he never had any contact with 
‘our office ¢ 

Mr. Lawcer. Oh, no; not with my office. 

Senator Munpr. You never sat in with any conferences with Mr. 
Boehm ¢ 

Mr. Law ter. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Is Mr. C. V. Murphy, of Winona, Miss.. still 
Federal employee in your Department 

Mr. Lawier. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. He was a rural mail carrier? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Have charges been preferred against him / 

Mr. Law.er. Not yet. 

Senator Munpr. Do you feel that the activities in which Mr. C. V. 
Murphy, of Winona, Miss., engaged in are such that charges should 
not be preferred against him ¢ 

Mr. Lawier. We don’t know. Investigations are under way. We 
might have gotten an investigation from ‘both Mur phys if the Senate 
committee had not subpenaed them. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Murphy was a substitute carrier, and Mr. 
Murphy was engaged in wide open political activity. Is not the 
enforcement of the Hatch Act something which comes within the 
purview of your Department 

Mr. Urriry. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. If you find a postal employee violating the Hatch 
Act, do you not have to initiate the action by which he is then—— 

Mr. Urriey. If we find the employee violating the Hatch Act we 
must report it to the Civil Service Commission for investigation, 

Senator Munpr. Will you be good enough to report back to this sub- 
committee your findings on Mr. C. V. Murphy, when you have con- 
cluded ¢ 

Mr. Urrrey. In that connection, Mr. Murphy has filed an applica- 
tion for disability retirement. 

Senator Nixon. What kind of disability ? 

Mr. Urriry. It may be too late for us to do anything. 
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Senator Munpr. Is that going to satisfy the Postal Department / 

Mr. Urriry. Well, he has his “rights on that, even though the evi- 
dence—we don’t know what the evidence will show yet, we have not 
received a report on him, but even though the evidence should show 
it, he still has his rights to file his application for retirement, even 
though we should remove him. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, the violation of the Hatch 
in no way scales down his retirement rights, and so forth? 

Mr. Urriey. I won’t say that positiv ely; I say he still has—whether 
it will scale down or not, he still has—his right to file his application ; | 
don’t know whether—the Civil Service Commission would have to de 
termine his retirement rights under those conditions. 

Senator Munpr. You will make a complete report to the committee 
on your findings with respect to Mr. Murphy ? 

Mr. Urriey. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Lawier. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. He certainly does merit a very diligent investiga 
tion. 

Did this application for disability retirement come after this in- 
vestigation had got under way ? 

Mr. Urriey. Yes. I only heard of it a couple of days ago, when 
Mr. Cooper told me that an application had been received. We 
merely submitted it to the Civil Service Commission. 

Senator Munpr. I have a few comments I would like to read from 
the hearings that we took down in Jackson, Miss., Mr. Lawler, and 
ask for your comments on it. 

These witnesses were all testifying under oath, and Mr. Hood, 


whose identity is clear to both of us, was asked by Senator McClellan 
as to whether or not the Postal Department in Washington had heard 
any reports about illegal actions on the part of the committee down 
in Washington, and he had heard that General Donaldson had de 
scribed these reports as rumors. There was no concrete evidence. 
[Reading :] 


Senator McCLettan. They had rumors of the situation? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. General Donaldson later told me, through Mr. Moore, 
that these matters were being brought to his attention by the Members of the 
Mississippi delegation to Congress, because he did not consider them too seriously, 
because he knew they were trying to get the patronage back. 

Senator McCLe.LLan. General Donaldson told you that? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir. Mr. Moore told me that. 


Senator McCLetian. Mr. Moore told you that Donaldson had told him that? 
Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 


Senator McCLe ian. That he did not consider them serious because they cam 
from Members of Congress. 

Are you prepared to testify in behalf of Mr. Donaldson as to whether 
Mr. Hood was perjuring himself in that statement or not ? 

Mr. Lawter. I could not testify as to that. 

Senator Munpr. Are we going to have Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Chair- 
man ? 

Senator Hory. Mr. Donaldson wanted to come this morning, but he 
had an engagement. 

Senator Munor. Is he going to come later? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Then I had better direct that question to him. 
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The second point you had already answered, that Mr. Hood had 
never heard from you direct that he had lost his relationship, and 
you say that is correct. 

" During the course of Mr. Hood’s testimony, several letters were 
introduced into the evidence of the hearings as to the manner in which 
his recommendations were accepted by you. 

I think you said that all of the recommendations he made were 
accepted by you. What was the process by which he would make his 
recommendations to you, Mr. Lawler? 

Mr. Lawter. Well, I have copies of the letters which I sent to our 
advisers here wherever there is a vacancy in a rural carrier’s position 
or a postmastership. 

For example, in the case of a rural carrier appointment: 

The appointment of a rural carrier will be necessary at the below-named post 
office, and I request that you recommend someone from the list of eligibles 
certified by the Civil Service Commission for that position. 

So he just sends me the regular letter of recommendation “I hereby 
recommend No. 1 from the register or No. 2 from the register, for the 
position,” and describes the position, whatever it may be. 

Senator Munpr. You do that by telegram or by letter or telephone? 

Mr. Lawter. Well I stopped the telegrams; no, not by telephone, 
by letter. 

Senator Munpr. It was always by letter or by telegram ? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Always by telegram or by letter directed to you? 

Mr. Lawter. Well, directed to the Post Office Department or called 
to the attention of the Bureau of Postal Operations. 

Senator Munpr. Who else did he have access to as an adviser besides 
you, Mr. Lawler? 

Mr. Lawier. Mr. Thomas Cargill. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, he can direct a letter or tele- 
gram 

Mr. Lawter. He can direct a letter or telegram to Mr. Cargill or 
Mr. Uttley, C. B. Uttley 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Uttley? 

Mr. LAwter (continuing). Or to Mr. Grant, the director of post- 
masters. 

Senator Munpr. I want the whole list. He could direct a letter or 
telegram to Mr. Grant, Mr. Cargill, Mr. Uttley, or Mr. Lawler? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And say, “From the eligible list I give this man 
the green light,” and you follow those directions / 

Mr. Lawter. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. Did you take the advice of anybody else except 
Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Lawtrr. Except who? 

Senator Munpr. Except Mr. Hood. 

Mr. Lawier. Oh, no, I didn’t do any business with anyone else 
except Hood. I had no reason to. 

Senator Munpr. Then if I understand the picture correctly, the 
process by which the appointments were made in Mississippi was that 
Mr. Hood, and Mr. Hood only, would contact one of you four, and 
one of you four only—— 

Mr. Law ter. That is right. 
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Senator Munpr (continuing). In the Post Office Department. 
S 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. And nobody else ever contacted you in connection 
with post offices in enna? ¢ 

Mr. Lawter. That is right, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You are sure of that? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. They may come in seeking some in 
formation on rural carrierships or postmasterships in the State of 
Mississippi, as I pointed out before. I had a visit at one time—] 
talked with Rogers and Jackson. It was during a time that they 
visited the Department, no doubt, to get some information ; but I never 
accepted the recommendation of Rogers or Jackson in the filling of 
any postmastership or rural carriers. 

Senator Munpr. Did you accept the recommendations of anybody 
else in Washington with regard to Mississippi? 

Mr. Lawter. I did not, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Nobody ever intervened between you and Mr. 
Hood in Washington ? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. I would like to read you some of the testimony, Mr. 
Lawler, and ask you to comment on it. It deals with some letters in- 
troduced in the record whereby Mr. Hood was writing to a Mr. Donald 
Dawson in the White House urging him to put the pressure on you to 
get certain appointments put through, specifying them, and virtuall) 
ordering Mr. Donald Dawson to get the job done. 

Mr. Hood testified that the job never failed to be completed, so we 
ought to straighten this out and see where we stand. 

I was interrogating him, and I said: 

I am asking you to tell me what arrangements you worked out with Donald 
Dawson for approving recommendations. 

Mr. Hoop. I have never worked out any arrangement. If I had any problems 
I would talk to him. Sometimes he could and sometimes he couldn't. 

Senator Munpr. And any arrangement you worked out with Dawson carried 
weight? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. I did not go to him to get him to support Mr. Witherspoon as 
United States attorney—as assistant United States attorney. 

Senator Munpt. Would you contact Mr. Dawson in connection with postal 
appointments? 

Mr. Hoop. On a few occasions—by letter, by telegram, or some other way 
As I understood the procedure, that the final postmaster’s appointments were 
made by the President, sent to the Senate, and the Senate acted on them, and 
on one or two occasions Mr. Dawson wrote me and gave me some informatio! 
that certain appointments had gone over to the Senate, where they promptly 
kicked them back, They would not confirm them. 

Senator Munpr. How would you handle it? Who would you take the recom 
mendations to, where you wanted to get a postal appointment? To the White 
House to Mr. Dawson, or to the Postal Department? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t think I ever made any recommendations for post-office em 
ployees direct to the White House. I had them all handled through the Post 


Office Department and then through the White House, as I understand the 
procedure. 


Senator Munpt. You never made any recommendations concerning postal 
appointments, then, direct to Donald Dawson? 

Mr. Hoop. Not formal appointments. I may have discussed certain appoint- 
ments in the Post Office Department with him. 

Senator Munpt. You never made any recommendations direct to Mr. Dawson’? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know, Senator. I may have written to him. If I did, the 
letters are in the files. 


They were, I might add. 


Senator Munpr. I am trying to find out which way you did it. If you did it 
both ways, how did you determine which ones you would handle directly and 
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which ones you determined. ought to go through the White House? How did you 
do it, and why? In the normal way it would go through the Postal Department. 

Mr. Hoop. I think it went through the Post Office Department. There were a 
few cases we wanted to appoint an acting postmaster, we wanted to replace them, 
change them with some other acting postmaster, and on those occasions I am 
reasonably sure that we handled them directly with Mr. Dawson, and they were 
put. 

" ananee Munptr. Why did you handle those through Mr. Dawson? 

Mr. Hoop. I thought it was the way to do it. 

Senator Munpr. You must have some reason for deviating from your routme 
when you went to Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. Hoop. Well, I expect I have to have some substitute. I didn’t know 
whether that was the normal practice under particular circumstances to ask the 
Postal Department to replace certain postmasters with others—with an acting 
postmaster. 

Senator Munpt. It was an attempt to get the Postal Department to do some- 
thing for political reasons which normally you would not expect the Postal 
Department to do; isn’t that it? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know, sir. I mean, I had to have some help; yes, sir. 

And so it goes on. 

Then we introduced a letter into the record written by Mr. Hood to 
Mr. Dawson spelling out three specific postmasters he wanted to have 
appointed. 

Now, with that refreshment of your memory, perhaps you can ex- 
plain how that procedure worked when it worked through a triangle, 
in which Mr. Dawson was apparently the top of the triangle. 

Mr. Lawter. I didn’t work through any triangle; I didn’t work 
through any Dawson. I never talked to Mr. Dawson on the Missis- 
sippi case. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, Mr. Dawson got those letters from 
Mr. Hood and he just threw them away ? 

Mr. Lawter. I don’t know what he did, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. He never contacted you. 

And, referring to the statement which he made on acting post- 
masters, there is only one case that you know of, and that took place 
on January 5, and the file shows he was not even acting vet. 

I doubt if you are going to be able to remember this—I do not see 
how you very well c -an—but if I name a Mississippi town, and the post- 
master, will either of you be able to remember whether he is a post- 
master there or not? 

Mr. Lawier. We may; you can’t tell. 

Senator Munpr. You may. We have got a lot of post offices. Let 
me read the letter under date of November 7, 1949. You were not 
there then ? 

Mr. Lawter. I was not there in 1949. 

Senator Munpr. That clears up that situation. 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. I will read the letter for the record now. since we 
are on the matter. [Reading:] 

ExHipnir No, 25 
Hon. Donatp S. Dawson, 
Administrative Assistant to the President, 
The White House, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dawson: With reference to our conversation on our recent trip 
to Washington concerning placing by recess appointments for postmasters those 
whom we recommended but the Senate refused to confirm. 
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Please at this time have Mr. John M. Allared installed by recess appointment 
as postmaster at Collins, Miss., vice Mr. Vivian O. Campbell who is now serving 
as acting postmaster. 

You would not know whether that order from Mr. Dawson to Mr. 
Hood was carried out there or not, because you were not there? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Mr. Urriey. I was there, but I don’t recall that place. I know we 
opposed replacing any acting unless there was some good reason for it. 

Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Dawson ever come to you-—— 

Mr. Urriry. No; Mr. Dawson never contacted me. 

Senator Munpr (continuing) : And change your minds on it? 

Mr. Urriry. Never contacted me on it; no, sir. 

Senator Munpr (reading) : 

Please also have Mr. James Q. Pylant, whom we have recommended, installed 
by recess appointment as postmaster at Purvis, Miss., vice Mr. Temple G. Broadus, 
acting postmaster. 

There is much concern about this matter and it is urgent that it be done 
at the earliest possible date. 

Sincerely yours, 
CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr. 

Mr. Hood testified that it was done after he had given that order 
to Mr. Dawson at the White House. 

Now, Mr. Lawler was not there, and I would not expect you to recall, 
Mr. Uttley, because you have quite a lot of situations. 

Mr. Urriey. I don’t recall. 

Senator Munpr. Naturally it made quite an impression on the com- 
mittee that Mr. Hood gets his orders done. Mr. Lawler says it was 
proven that they were engaging in illegal activities, and it made an im- 
pression on the ¢ ommittee that Mr. Hood gave orders to Mr. Dawson 
at the White House that he wanted to have something done summarily. 
We wondered what summary action consequently Mr. Dawson took. 
Mr. Lawler was not there. He would not see you and he would not 
come to you; you were not in Mr. Lawler’s position. 

Mr. Urriey. I was not there. 

Senator Munpr. I said he would not come to you; he would come 
to whoever was in Mr. Lawler’s position. 

Mr. Urriry. Mr. Burke. 

Senator Hory. I think, in justice, it should be stated at this time 
that the evidence had not dealt with reference to Hood’s situation in 
Mississippi at the time of this letter. 

Senator Munpr. That is correct; and it should be said, as I have 
already said, that Mr. Lawler was not there, so I did not recognize 
the date at the time. 

Mr. Uttley has testified that such a request would not come to him 
directly anyhow, but to whomever at that time was in Mr. Lawler’s 
position. 

One other question: If you gave the date, did you switch the ad- 
visory function in Mississippi from Mr. Hood to the members of the 
Mississippi delegation ? 

Mr. Lawter. 1 would say about the Ist of February 1951, right after 
I received the first authentic information from the Postmaster 
General. 

(Senators Nixon and McCarthy left the room.) 

Senator Munpr. And you got that information out of activities of 
the postal inspectors who went down there? 
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Mr. Lawter. No; the Postmaster General derived that information 
through the Senators from the State of Mississippi, Senator Eastland 
and Senator Stennis. 

Senator Munpr. Then the first time that the Post Office Depart- 
ment had been notified about this was by the Senators and Congress- 
men. It is your testimony they made the switch ? 

Mr. Lawter. As far as I know. The only information that I had 
coming from that source, I received through the Postmaster General; 
when he got it from them I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. And you do not know whether he got it from 
them or from his postal inspectors or from other sources ¢ 

Mr. Lawuer. Didn’t get it from the inspectors because the inspec- 
tors weren’t on the case at the time. 

Senator Munpr. The inspectors were not on the case ? 

Mr. Lawter. No. 

Senator Munvr. Do you know what it was that induced the Post- 
master General to make up his mind on that? 

Mr. Lawter. When he got the names of certain people that had 
been contacted in Mississippi by certain people offering them jobs 
through the influence that they possess for a certain price. After 
all, Senator—— 

Senator Munpr. If you did not put the postal inspectors on it, how 
did he authenticate those rumors / 

Mr. Lawuer. Well, we respected the source from which they came 
at that time. That is when I cut off Hood. 

Senator Munpr. You cut off Hood on February 1, 1951? 

Mr. Lawter. February 1, 1951; approximately at that time. 

Senator Munpr. It would not be more than a week or 

Mr. Lawter. I couldn’t say; I could check. 

Senator Munpr. On the advice of the Postmaster General ? 

Mr. Lawier. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. But you are not sure whether the Postmaster 
General acted immediately after he had received the information from 
the Mississippi Senators and Congressmen; you do not know whether 
there was a time gap between the time they gave him the information 
and the time he acted, and if so, how long a time gap; you do not 
know whether the Postmaster General told Mr. Moore, as Mr. Hood 
testified under oath he did, that he ignored that information because 
it came from people who were trying to get the patronage back ? 

Mr. Lawter. I could not enlighten you on that at all. 

Senator Munpr. Those are question on which Mr. Donaldson would 
have knowledge. 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Flanagan ? 

Mr. Fianacan. In order to clear up some of this testimony, Mr. 
Lawler, it is my recollection, at our hearings in Mississippi, that 
Mr. Jackson and Mr. Hood both testified that in August of 1950 they 
stopped getting communications from the Post Office Department 
and wondered what was wrong, so they checked up here, I believe, 
with the Democratic National Committee and were told to come up, 
and they did come up to Washington and talked to Mr. Moore, who 
referred them to Turney Gratz—this is their testimony; I am recol- 
lecting their testimony—referred them to Turney Gratz in August 

1950, 
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Turney Gratz allegedly called you on the phone at that time and 
said that a Mr. Jackson, Mr. Hood, and Mr. Rogers had a problem 
down there in Mississippi, and they testified that they came over to 
see you at that time to find out why they were not getting communi- 
cations from the post office with reference to advice on post-oftice jobs. 

My further recollection is that they stated—these two men testified— 
that Mr. B. C. Be: asley, who was then secretary-treasurer of the organi- 
zation, had formerly been a postal employee, and that you advised 
them that Mr. Beasley had had a bad record with the Post Office De- 
partment, and you did not want any more dealings with him in Missis- 
sippi; and they then, in turn, advised you that ‘that was now a moot 
question because Beasley had just been put into an institution for an 
alcoholic cure; and, furthermore, they testified at that time they talked 
with you about post-oflice jobs allegedly sold at Coffeeville, Miss., and 
Holcomb, Miss., and they discussed with you the matter of the Murphys 
down in Mississippi. 

Do you have any recollection at all of such a thing? 

Mr. Lawter. I have no recollection of Turney Gratz calling me at 
my oflice. I have no recollection of discussing w ith them the Murphy S. 
The only time the Murphys came into the picture in Mississippi was 
at the time that Mrs. Murphy visited and talked with Mr. Uttley. 
I never met Beasley; I don’t know Beasley. 

Mr. Franacan. Do you have any recollection of talking with either 
Jackson or Hood about Mr. Beasley ? 

Mr. Lawter. No; I do not. 

Mr. FranaGan. Do you have any recollection at all of this meeting 
that they say they had with you in August 1950? 

Mr. Lawier. I repeat that I had two conferences: One with Hood, 
Rogers, and Jackson, and that was in January. 

I had a conference with Rogers and Jackson about 2 weeks before 
we began the investigation, 2 or 3 weeks before we began the in- 
vestigation in Mississippi, at which time I repeat I told them these 
rumors were becoming rather prevalent and something was going to 
happen. That is all I can say. 

Mr. Franacan. And those are the only two conferences that you 
ever had with them, and both of those being this year, I believe ? 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I have no further questions. 

Senator Hory. All right, stand aside, both of you. 

Senator Munpr. I havea question or two more. 

You testified, Mr. Lawler, that you had separated four temporary 
postmasters and four temporary rural carriers, and had preferred 
charges against a great many other people. Just as a part of the 
story, you have been doing a pretty good job, it seems, in trying to 
correct the situation insofar as the people who have bought the jobs 
are concerned. 

Will you tell the committee what the Post Office Department has 
done in connection with the people who have been selling the jobs! 
They are equally serious offenders, or more so, because they were 
preying on the credulity of some people down in Mississippi who were 
led to believe that was the w ay to get a postal job. 

What has the Post Office Department done on bringing in the major 
culprits, the members of the Democratic committee ‘who were selling 
the jobs? 
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Mr. Lawter. When the investigation has been completed, and we 
have taken administrative action, then we turn over whatever evi- 
dence we have to the Department of Justice, and they prosecute them 
criminally. 

Senator Munpr. Would you agree with me, sir, that it would be a 
serious miscarriage of jneteee if the only people prosecuted were the 
people who bought the jobs? 

Mr. Lawter. One hundred percent. 

Senator Munpr. A hundred percent. 

One other question: This committee was told an interesting story 
about Mississippi City, Miss., which you may remember, because it 
is rather unique in the unnals of the Post Office history. 

It appears that Mr. Monroe got a letter from Postmaster General 
Donaldson, through your office or over his signature, dated Decem- 
ber 26, 1950, which stated that he had been made the postmaster of 
Mississippi City. Mr. Hood, or whoever it was, then advised that it 
went through m regular order, and he should make the necessary 
prepar ation to get his bond. 

When he went down to the post office he found a woman was already 
there and she had been appointed for the same position. 

I am curious to know which one is serving as postmaster and why. 

Mr. Lawter. Upon the receipt of such information, Senator, I re- 
quested Mr. Uttley to check the files and, of course, he will be able to 
bring you up to date. 

Senator Munpr. All right, Mr. Uttley. 

Mr. Urriey. The Postmaster General’s order was issued on Decem- 
ber 21, 1950, Order No. 44864, appointing Mr. Monroe as acting post- 
master at Mississippi City. 

The letter advising him of that told him that an inspector would 
install him, and he was not actually acting postmaster until the inspec- 
tor made the installation. 

On January 5, 1951, Mr. Hood informed us that he had made a 
mistake and recommended the wrong person for a postmaster at 
Mississippi City, and he wished to withdraw his recommendation 
and recommend an Alice Logel. 

Therefore, on January 12, Postmaster General’s Order No. 45414 
was issued rescinding the appointment of Mr. Monroe as acting post- 
master at Mississippi City, and Mrs. Logel was appointed, was : desi g- 
nated as acting. She was installed, and is the postmaster there at 
the present time. 

Senator Munpr. The lady is? 

Will vou read to the committee the carbon copy of your communica- 
tion to Mr. Monroe explaining about that / 

Mr. Urriry. I do not have the carbon copy with me. 

Senator Munpr. Was there ever such letter sent to him ¢ 
Mr. Urrtey. A letter was sent to Mr. Monroe dated December 26, 
telling him that he had been designated acting postmaster at Missis- 
sippi City, Miss. 

Senator Munpr. That I understand. I want to have a copy of the 
letter that the Post Office sent him saying. “We made a mistake.” 

Mr. Urrney. We did not send him that: we did not notify him that 
a change had been made. The only thing 

Senator Munpr. So far as he knows, “he is still the postmaster / 
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Mr. Urriey. No, sir. So far as he knows, he definitely is not; |i 
has never taken charge of it. 

Senator Munopr. So far as he knows, the last communication—at 
least the last communication he had from you—must have 

Mr. Urriey. The last communication he had from us 

Senator Mounpr. Just a minute. We cannot both talk at once. 

Mr. Urriey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. You finish your statement and then I will ask you : 
question. 

Mr. Urriey. The last communication he had from us was the letter 
of December 26. 

Senator Munpr. Stating he would be the postmaster. 

Mr. Urriey. That is right. 

Mr. Lawuer. Acting postmaster. 

Senator Munpr. That is a curious way of doing business, to send a 
man a letter telling him he is a postmaster, and he is not the post- 
master, and he goes down there, and finds a woman sitting at his desk. 

Mr. Urriey. Well, he was not. The letter 

Senator Munpr. He testified before our committee that he suspected 
he was not because somebody had raised the asking price, and he was 
let out, and the woman still has it. 

Mr. Urriry. So far as I know, she has it. 

Senator Munpr. You did not quite read the whole letter to the 
committee, Mr. Uttley 

Mr. Lawier. That is not the first time, Senator, this has ever hap- 
pened, either in this administration or other administrations. 

I was as interested as you were when I got the information through 
Mr. Flanagan. 

Senator Munpr. What we are trying to defend is the system. If 
that is what you are trying to do, do you consider that a good way to do 
business, Mr. Lawler, to write a young veteran a letter that he has got 
the job and when he is ready to get the bond and is res udy to be post- 
master, he walks down to the post office looking for a postal inspector, 
and he sees a woman sitting at his desk, and he says, “Madam, who are 
you?” and she says, “I am the postmaster,” and I suppose in veterans’ 
language he told her about what he thought, do you think you owe 
him a letter of apology, a letter of ¢ ancellation, so that he knows he 
is not a postmaster ? 

Mr. Lawzer. In answer to that, Senator, it is the first time that any 
of such cases has happened since I have been in the Bureau. I dis- 
cussed with Mr. Uttley the changing of our policy. I agree with you 
that a letter should be sent out to the : acting postmaster. 

Senator Munpr. Because I think I should read the whole letter- 

Mr. Urriey. I did not bring a copy of the letter. 

Senator Munpr. This is a copy from the Postmaster General to Mr. 
John Charles Monroe, Mississippi City, Miss. [Reading :] 


Dear Mr. Monroe: Under the provisions of the act approved June 25, 1938, 


you have been appointed acting postmaster at the above-named office. 


Now, to Mr. Monroe and to me, that looked like he had the job. The 
second paragraph is: 


It is important that you have the enclosed bond and oath executed immediately 
after assuming charge of the office and returned without delay to the Bureau of 
Post Office Operations. 
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To Mr. Monroe and to me, that would look rather encouraging, that 
they geta bond and oath. The third paragraph : 

A post-office inspector will communicate with you and arrange for your In- 
stallation, and the transfer of the office should not be made until the inspector 
calls. 

It is signed “Very truly yours,” and then it is signed by the Post- 
master General. 

Certainly the young man had every reason to expect a letter. 

Mr. Urriry. He did, and should have been notified to the contrary. 

Senator Munpr. Will you please agree to communicate to this com- 
mittee in writing your ultimate disposition of this postmaster’s case 
at Mississippi ¢ ‘ity ¢ Because certainly you must have some curiosity 
as to why this unusual change took place. I presume you are investi- 
gating it? 

Mr. Urriry. No, Senator; not before an acting postmaster assumes 
charge. It frequently happens that before an acting postmaster 
actually takes charge of the office that we will get a change in recom- 
mendation. 

Senator Munpr. You mean you frequently send out letters like this 
and then have the applicant go to the post office and find somebody else 
is there? 

Mr. Urtiey. It happens every now and then. I perhaps should not 
use the word “frequently,” but it does happen before they take charge. 

Mr. Law ter. It is the first time it has happened since I have been 
in the post office. 

Senator Munpr. You must have a better administrator under Mr. 
Lawler ; it has not been happening lately. 

I understand the Post Office Department is a big sprawling institu- 
tion and it could happen, but the thing to me which is the most serious 
is no reply being made; no letter being sent. 

Mr. Urriey. He should have had a letter. 

Mr. Lawer. He should have had a letter. 

Senator Munpr. Since you know that, as you did not know then, 
that you were dealing with a bunch of rascals down there who were 
peddling jobs for pay, I am confident you are going to try to find out 
who it is that ought to have the job; and, when you do that, you are 
going to report to the committee your finding, and the basis for it. 

Mr. Lawter. That is right. 

Senator Hory. For the benefit of the record, it should be stated that 
Mrs. Logel was summoned as a witness and testified in the Mississippi 
hearing, and she testified she did not make any payment of any kind 
or char: acter, either before or since her appointment, and also Hood 
was called to the witness stand to explain why he made the change, 
and he gave as his explanation the fact that some relative of Mrs. Loge | 

called in and told him that she would make a very admirable post- 
master, and he changed the recommendation. I think the record shows, 
as far as the evidence discloses, there is no money which was exchanged 
in any way. 

Senator Munpr. In order that a false impression will not be con- 
veyed, we did not pursue it as to what contribution the relative made to 
the committee. We did take it up with the young lady, but not the 
relative, 
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Senator Hory. Well, I do think, in fairness, we should say that the 
whole recommendation was more on a personal basis and not on a 
money basis, and you will recall that Hood testified that there was not 
any compensation or anything, so far as he knew. 

Senator Munpr. From the lady. 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. Mr. Chairman, I would like to clear up one 
thing. 

I asked you, Mr. Lawler, about statements of Mr. Hood with re- 
spect to your having told him or some of you having told him, that it 
was all right for them to accept voluntary contributions from these 
applicants, and you said that did not occur with you. 

Mr. Law er. No. 

Senator McCie.ian. I wanted to ask you the same question with 
reference to Mr. Rogers and Mr. Jackson, Did they have any such 
conversations with you? 

Mr. Lawier. They did not. 

Senator McCreLtian. You never told either of the three, Hood, 
Rogers, or Jackson that it was all right for them to accept voluntary 
contributions from those who were applicants for jobs? 

Mr. Lawter. I did not, Senator; I am over 21. 

Senator McC Letian. [just want to get it in the record. 

Mr. Lawter. Do you think I would be that foolish, a man my age 
and that experience, that 1 would tell people to go out and tell them to 
get contributions? 

Senator McCiecxan. No, sir. I do not think you would, but I 
simply wanted to, because it has been testified to by others, I wanted 
vou to clear it up. 

Mr. Lawter. Don’t you respect my general reputation more so than 
you would that of the type of Rogers and Jackson ? 

Senator McCie.ian. I say that to you very frankly, I certainly do. 

Mr. Lawter. I am open for investigation at any time by anyone. 

Senator McCienian. I do not think you wanted to leave the record 
that way without testifying about it. I wanted to give you a chance 
to testify. I think you should appreciate the opportunity. 

Mr. Lawter. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Hory. Stand aside. 

Our next witness is Mr. Glenn P. Boehm. 

Mr. Boehm, will you hold up your right hand? Do you solemnly 
swear the testimony which you shall give in this hearing shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God’ 

Mr. Boerum. I do. 

Senator Hoey. Mr. Boehm, will you give your name and occupation 
and residence to the reporter ? 


TESTIMONY OF GLENN P. BOEHM, INDUSTRIAL CONSULTANT. 
ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN W. CRAGUN, ATTORNEY 


Mr. Borum. My name is Glenn Boehm. My occupation is industri: 
consultant. My residence is 108 West Thornapple, Chevy Chase. Md 

Senator Hory. You may also in that connection state what is 
prised under this business of industrial consultant. 

Mr. Borum. Well, an industrial consultant—I started out primaril) 
as an industrial engineer, but I found that the most that that. title 
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brought me was applications for jobs. So I do primarily work for 
people who could otherwise do it themselves here in Washington if 
they had the time to devote to doing it. 

Senator Hory. You have your attorney with you, I believe? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Will you give his name ? 

M r. Bornm, John W. Cragun. 

Senator Hory. And also his address. 

Mr. Borum. 744 Jackson Place. 

Senator Hoey. I believe, Mr. Boehm, it would be well if you would 
speak just a little louder. 

Mr. Boerum. I will try, Senator. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Boehm, testimony was developed in the hear- 
ings at Mississippi that you were employed by the Democratic Com- 
mittee of Mississippi, and that you were paid fees, I believe, approxi- 
mating $1,750, and probably an additional amount, making it $2,250. 

Will you explain to the committee what service you were employed 
to perform for this Democratic Committee in Mississippi, and what 
you did in connection with your services to them ¢ 

Mr. Boru. Well, Senator, I don’t think that I was employed by 
the committee; it is anybody’s aa pretation. 

Mr. Hood is a close, personal friend of mine, also an employer of 
mine, and Mr. Hood was appointed the national committeeman, acting 
national committeeman for the State of Mississippi. 

Thereafter, Mr. Hood and his associates began to make my office 
their headquarters in Washington whenever they came to Washington. 


Serator Hory. You say you had been acquainted with Mr. Hood 
for some years ¢ 


Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Hery. All right. 

Mr. Hood is a businessman in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Borum. That is correct; he is a lumberman. 

Senator Hory. All right, go ahead. 

Mr. Borum. And from time to time they would ask my advice and 
opinions, and they would use my office, use my telephone, use my 
stenoeraphic services, 2nd T counseled with them about their 
matters over a period of probably a year before I 
remuneration. 

Senator Hory. Did this relate to the affairs of 
Committee in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Borum. That is correct, Senator. 

Senator Horry. What relation did it have to 
patronage ? 

Mr. Borum. None whatever. 

> vator Flory For Mississippi? 

Mr. Borum. None whatever. 

Senator Hory. What was said with reference to your employment 
as to what fees should be paid you and who paid the first fee? 

Mr. Borum. There was no conversation about it at all, and until. 
oh, about January or February of 1950, when they wanted me to come 
to Mississippi for a meeting and they gave me $250 for expenses for 
that trip. 

Senator Hory. You made the trip to Mississippi ? 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 


various 
received any 


the Democratic 


the handling of 
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Senator Hory. To Jackson? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Hory. What was that trip about; what particular thing‘ 

Mr. Boru. I don’t recall. It probably was one of a number of 
organization meetings that they were holding down there. 

Senator Hory. Of their committee ? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Hory. Who paid this money which you say—what was it, 
$2,250 total ? 

Mr. Borum. Yes—no; it was not $2,250 total; it was $1,750 total. 

Senator Horny. $1,750? 

Mr. Boerum. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Was that paid by the Democratic Committee of 
Mississippi ¢ 

Mr. Born. Yes; that is correct, Senator. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

Well, now, just what type of service did you render to the members 
of the committee when + a were in Washington with reference to 
establishing contacts with them with other people in Washington, 
Government departments or otherwise? 

Mr. Boru. Well, the first service I rendered to them was probably 
in April of 1949; I don’t recall the date, they were in pretty much of a 
turmoil because they had spent a considerable amount of their own 
money and it looked like they were being traded out of position by the 
existing Democratic Committee in Washington, so on this occasion 
Mr. Hood told me that someone had told him that possibly Donald 
Dawson could straighten out their affairs, so he asked me if I knew 
Donald Dawson, and I told him that I did, and I made a luncheon 
appointment for the following day, which included Mr. Mize, Mr. 
Dawson, Mr. Hood, Mr. Rogers, I believe Mr. Mullen, and maybe Mr. 
Carraway, I don’t recall. 

At this luncheon, the Mississippi boys aired their grievances whole- 
heartedly, and I acted mostly as listener. 

Senator Horry. When was that held now, what time? 

Mr. Borum. Probably in April of 1949. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

At that time had Mr. Hood been designated as the acting national 
committeeman for Mississippi? 

Mr. Borum. He had been designated, I think, prior to the first of 
the year. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, if he was already designated and acting, 
what was the difficulty, what was the trouble, that was supposed to be 
ironed out ? 

Mr. Borum. Well, they were acting committeemen with no author- 
ity; they had been promised that they would be given all the patron- 
age in the State; that they would be able to build an organization in 
the State in opposition to the so-called Dixiecrat movement, and that 
inasmuch as they had succeeded in getting the President’s name put on 
the ballot in the State of Mississippi over violent objections, that they 
were entitled to try to build up a pro-Truman party. 

Senator Hory. All right. Was that discussion, you say, at this 
luncheon ? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Hory. What was decided by it? 
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Mr. Boru. Nothing at the luncheon. 

Mr. Hood then met Mr. Dawson and from that point they went to 
the committee, I believe, the Democratic National Committee. They 
searched out the files, saw where Hood had been appointed, and appa- 
rently they made the necessary changes where he became acting com- 
mitteeman. 

Senator Hory. From that time forward then, Mr. Hood was rec- 
ognized as the committeeman for Mississippi to pass upon any ques- 
tion of patronage / 

Mr. Borum. From that time when the full committee met in August, 
and the credentials committee removed the existing committeeman and 
committeewoman. 

Senator Horny. That was the action of the national committee ? 

Mr. Boerum. That was the action of the national committee. 

Subsequent to that Mr. Boyle released a press statement saying that 
Mr. Hood and Mrs. John Clark had done the work, and that they were 
entitled to the distinction and honor of being committeeman and 
committeewoman. 

Senator Hoxy. From that time forward the Democratic National 
Committee recognized them 4 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator Hory. In the matter of Mississippi 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator Hory. Now, as these delegations would come up from Mis- 
sissippi would they make your office sort of a he sadquarters 4 

Mr. Bornm. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And that applies to Mr. Rogers ? 

Mr. Boerum. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And Mr. Hood and others when they came to Wash- 
ington? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Hory. Was your service along the line that you say by con- 
tacting different people, placing them in relation to conferences with 
different people ? 

Mr. Boru. I never contacted any people in behalf of the com- 
mittee, no, Senator. 

Senator Hory. You did not? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Hory. Well, now, did you have any transactions for Mr. 
Hood in which you represented him privately ? 

Mr. Boru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall a matter that he consulted you about 
with reference to the gun sale mater, or was that Mr. Jackson, I 
believe ? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct ; that was not Mr. Hood. 

Senator Hory. Before I pass into that, what service did you render 
with reference to the field in Mississippi that they were having some 
discussion about ? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t understand the question. 

Senator Hory. The Keesler Field in Mississippi. It was testified 
down there that you rendered some service in connection with making 
an effort to keep Keesler Field. 

82406—51——30 
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Mr. Borum. I don’t recall rendering any service in behalf of Kees- 
ler Field. 

Senator Hory. You did not put them in touch in connection with 
other people in Washington ? 

Mr. Borum. Iam certain I did not, Senator. 

Senator Hory. With reference to Mr. Jackson, I believe you men- 
tioned Mr. Jackson as one of those who came up here. 

Mr. Boerum. That is right. 

Senator Hory. He is an attorney from Jackson, Mississippi / 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Horny. Did you have a transaction with him in which you 
were representing one of his clients or attempted to take up a matter 
for one of his clients, Mr. Robert Sanders? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. I represent one of his clients now. 

Senator Hory. In that connection do you recall a visit to your 
office when Mr. Jackson was present and when Mr. Curtis Rogers was 
present ¢ 

Mr. Bornm. Yes. 

Senator Hory. I believe at that time a contract was drawn in your 
oflice——— 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Hory (continuing). For Mr. Sanders to sign, with you? 

Mr. Boru. That is right; not with me, Senator; no. 

Senator Horny. With whom? 

Mr. Borum. With a party by the name of John Harmon. 

Senator Hory. Harmon? 

Mr. Borum. There was no contract, no instrument, drawn between 
Mr. Sanders and myself. 

Senator Hory. I see. You were employed ? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Hory. And by whom were you employed ? 

Mr. Borum. I was employed by Mr. Sanders. 

Senator Horry. By Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Borna. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And Mr. Sanders was this client of Mr. Jackson? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Hory. All right. 

What service were you to render in connection with this sale of the 
guns ¢ 
~ Mr. Borum. Well, I still have the service to render, Senator. The 
gun is supposed to be a very unique instrument, I am not authority 
on guns; it is light in weight. It is a submachine gun, has very few 
moving parts, and Mr, Sanders hopes to manufacture the gun under 
the patent rights that Mr. Harmon holds, and he hopes to get the 
gun accepted by the Bureau of Ordnance for use for our troops. 

Senator Hory. Now, just what service will you render in connection 
with this? 

Mr. Boru. What have I rendered or what will I render? 

Senator Hory. What have you and what will you. 

Mr. Borum. I have rendered no service so far. I will render a 
service if they get together on their contractual negotiations among 
one another. I will attempt to have the Ordnance Department ex- 
amine the gun with a lot of scrutiny, test it out in the hopes that 
maybe we can start manufacturing them for them. 
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Senator Horr. Well, is this gun an invention of Mr. Harmon’s? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t know whether he is the inventor or whether 
he is holding the patent rights. 

Senator Hory. He has the patent rights? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Horny. Mr. Sanders wants to manufacture it’ 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Hoey. And you are undertaking to aid them in getting the 
contract so that they might produce it and sell it in the event it is 
approved ¢ 

Mr. Borum. That is right; that would be the only market for the 
gun that I could think of. 

(Senator McCarthy and Senator Nixon are now present.) 

Senator Horry. Now, just what connection did Mr. Curtis Rogers 
have with this matter / 

Mr. Boru. Mr. Curtis Rogers induced Mr. Jackson or maybe Mr. 
Sanders—probably Mr. Jackson—that I should be the person he 
should hire to see that this gun is accepted. 

Senator Hory. I see. Mr. Rogers testified in his evidence in Mis- 
sissippi that you paid him $1,500, 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Hory. Was that for his services in bringing this gentleman 
to you? 

Mr. Bornm. That was a forwarding fee. 

Senator Hory. Would you mind stating what initial fee was 
charged in connection with this effort / 

Mr. Bornm. Mr. Sanders gave me—he gave me $10,000. 

Senator Horry. That was a fee of $10,000. Were you to charge an 
additional amount in the event you were successful ¢ 

Mr. Boru. Well, it is worked out verbally that we will all par- 
ticipate in the business if it is successful. 

Senator McCarruy. I did not get that. 

Mr. Borum. We will all participate in the business. 

Senator McCarruy. You said that was worked out verbally ? 

Mr. Born. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. Pardon me. 

Senator Hory. And you mean by participating that if contracts 
should be awarded, and the manufacture should begin, then all of 
you who were connected with it would be parties and participate in 
the manufacture of the products when they might begin to arrive. 

Mr. Bornm. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And this initial fee of $10,000 was given yeu for the 
purpose of carrying forward the negotiations / 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I want to ask you some questions, Mr. Boehm, about 
this particular matter in connection with this gun. 

As I recollect, Mr. Boehm, this gun was known as the Hyde sub- 
machine-gun, was it not? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Mr. Franacan. And Mr. Harmon had certain rights, under which 
he felt he could manufacture this gun—is that correct / 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. I have here, which will, I believe, help to explain 
this entire transaction, with the consent of the chairman, which we 
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will put in the record, affidavits from Mr. Sanders and Mr. Jackson 
in connection with this gun transaction, and they are both short afti- 
davits. We do not need to read them all, just the parts that are perti- 
nent, and then we will put them in the record. 

This is the aflidavit of Robert D. Sanders, and I say I will not 
read the whole thing, but I will put it in the record. 

He states that he is the president of the Aponaug Manufacturing 
Co. with offices in Jackson, Miss. 

He goes on to state this: 


During the latter part of 1949 or early 1950 John O. Harmon, of Bradford, Pa., 
whom I had known for some time and who had endeavored to purchase some 
of my textile mills at one time stated to me that he had obtained or held all 
rights for the development of, manufacture, and sale of the Hyde sub-machine 
gun. He was anxious for me to finance the production and manufacture and 
handle the sale of the sub-machine gun. 

Mr. Harmon stated to me that this gun had been fully tested and would 
favorably compare with the Thompson and other similar guns; that it had been 
tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds; that the gun was light, easily assembled, 
a large part of the parts could be stamped; that it held on target when fired 
and had many favorable features, 


Then he goes on to state why he would like the gun. Reading 
further : 


Forrest B. Jackson, an attorney of Jackson, Miss., who has represented me 
and my several concerns over a period of many years, was called in for discus- 
sions with reference to the legal problems that might be presented. Subse- 
quently Mr. Jackson stated that a fee of $10,000 would be required on this trans- 
action and a photostatic copy of the check in payment of that amount is attached 
thereto. 

In July 1950 I was advised by Mr. Jackson that he could and would go with 
me to Washington around the Ist of August 1950, in connection with this mat- 
ter. About August 1, 1950, by prearrangement with Mr. Harmon we met in 
Washington at the Hay-Adams Hotel. Mr. Harmon brought with him a working 
model of the Hyde gun and various papers to demonstrate his claimed rights 
in the invention and patent rights on the particular gun. 

We proceeded to Washington in my private plane, and on the trip Mr. Curtis 
Rogers accompanied us, but so far as I knew at that time he went only along 
simply as a matter of courtesy to him. 

Upon our arrival in Washington I met with Mr. Harmon at the Hay-Adams 
Hotel, and he and Mr. Jackson and I discussed the type of agreement that I 
should have from Mr. Harmon, as I understood it, we had agreed that Harmon 
would assign and transfer to me by written contract his interest in the manu- 
facturing and production rights on the gun with full authority in me to make 
all sales, for which I was to receive 6624 percent of net profits, and Mr, Harmon 
was to receive 334% percent of net profits. 

We were requested by Mr. Jackson to go with him to Mr. Glenn Boehm’s offices 
and, after some. conferences, Mr. Jackson dictated a contract between Harmon 
and me, a copy of which is attached. After this contract was dictated by Mr. 
Jackson and had been written by a stenographer in Mr. Boehm’s office, Mr. 
Harmon called someone and talked and then stated that he wanted to wait until 
a later date to finally execute the written contract but he has failed to do so. 
At the time I had a manufacturing plant at Houlka, Miss., that was vacant, in 
which I proposed to manufacture the particular gun if I could get a satisfactory 
contract with Harmon. 

The remainder of the affidavit merely states that because of his bad 
health and advice of doctor he cannot appear at any hearing. We 
will put that in the record and the check also. It is a photostatic 
copy of a check of the Aponaug Manufacturing Co., dated July 15, 
1950, in the amount of $10,090 and payable to the order of Forrest 
Jackson. It is endorsed “Pay to the order of Glenn Boehm or order, 
Forrest Jackson, Glenn P. Boehm.” 

Do you want to look at it? 
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Mr. Boru. I know what it looks like. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Is that the check that was paid to you on August 
3, 1950, and was subsequently deposited to your private bank ac- 
count ¢ 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator McCarriuy. What is the date of that? 

Mr. Fuanacan. July 28, 1950. 

(The affidavit of Robert D. Sanders was marked “Exhibit No. 43” 
and the check referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 44” and will be 
found in the appendix on pp. 599-602. ) 

Mr. Fuanacan. I have here a further affidavit from Mr. Forrest 
Jackson which I will go through and read the pertinent parts, and 
then place it in the record. He says this, after an opening statement: 


I have represented Mr. Robert D. Sanders, of Jackson, Miss., and his various 
corporations and enterprises for a number of years, one of which corporations is 
Aponaug Manufacturing Co., with its principal offices in Jackson, Miss. 

In the latter part of July 1950 Mr. John O. Harmon, of Bradford, Pa., 
whom Mr. Sanders and I both had known for some time and who had at one 
time been interested in the purchase of some textile mills from Mr. Sanders, 
advised Mr. Sanders that he had obtained the rights to the manufacture of the 
Hyde submachine gun which he was interested in having manufactured and 
sold to the United States Government or to others who might be interested in 
the purchase of this submachine gun. 


Now, the next paragraph: 


Prior to August 1, 1950, I had mentioned to Mr. Curtis Rogers that Mr. Sanders 
and I were going to Washington in connection with a business matter and that 
Mr. Sanders was going to have us transported in his private airplane around 
the Ist of August; that we were anxious to contact someone who could make 
engagements and appointments with various contacts in the Department of 
Defense or the Army Ordnance Department, or any other agency that might 
be interested in obtaining these particular submachine guns for use by the Armed 
Forces of the United States. Mr. Rogers immediately suggested that Mr. 
Boehm could make such contacts for us and subsequently I arranged a con- 
ference in the offices of Mr. Boehm for Mr. Sanders and me to meet with Mr. John 
©. Harmon for a general discussion of procedure and of handling the particu- 
lar problem. 

Accordingly, on or about August 1, 1950, Mr. Sanders carried in his private 
airplane Mr. Curtis Rogers and me to Washington. 


Then he tells about coming to Washington. Then the next para- 
graph: 


We went to the offices of Mr. Boehm on Connecticut Avenue and a dis- 
cussion was had throughout practically the entire day. Mr. Boehm had said 
that if he undertook the work that I proposed in this connection that he would 
want a fixed fee payable in advance of $10,000. I had learned through various 
visits and discussions with Mr. Boehm prior to this time that he was personally 
acquainted with various members of the personnel in the Department of De- 
fense and that he knew some of the individuals in the executive offices at the 
White House, and I agreed with the suggestion made by Mr. Rogers that Mr. 
Boehm was a likely person to be employed for the task that was indicated. Mr. 
Sanders had a check made to me for $10,000. In the course of the conferences 
with Mr. Boehm I endorsed this check to him and delivered it. 

After considerable discussions lasting nearly all day, we arrived at a ten- 
tative agreement with Mr. John O. Harmon by which Mr. Harmon assigned to 
Mr. Sanders all of his right, title, and interest in and to the invention, dis- 
covery, development, and manufacturing rights of the Hyde sub-machine gun. 


Then he tells about this 3314 percent and 6624 percent agreement, 
Then he says the agreement was never signed. 
He states further on in his affidavit : 


Late in the afternoon and prior to our departure, Mr. Boehm came to my 
room in the Hay-Adams Hotel and gave me a check for $1,500 which he stated 
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was in appreciation for my having brought this business to his office. I brought 
his check back to Jackson, Miss., and deposited it in my bank account in the 
Commercial Bank & Trust Co. about August 2 or 3, 1950. 

Then the rest of the affidavit is merely stating that he found out 
in our testimony at Jackson, Miss., that Mr. Boehm had also given a 
$1,500 check in the same trip to Mr. Rogers. 

(The affidavit of Forrest B. Jackson, dated April 13, 1951, and a 
copy of the agreement were marked “Exhibits Nos. 45A and 45B,” 
and appear in the appendix on pp. 603-605. ) 

Senator McCartuy. Mr. Flanagan, may I interrupt? I have a 
number of questions to ask this witness; but first I would like to get 
a picture of this person who is testifying. What is this fellows 
occupation ? 

Mr. Fianacan. Go ahead and answer. 

Senator McCarruy. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Boru. I am an industrial consultant. 

Senator McCarruy. Where do you have your office? 

Mr. Borum. 1025 Connecticut. 

Senator McCarruy. Who are your associates / 

Mr. Boru. I have no associates. 

Senator McCarruy. On this particular thing—am I interrupting? 

Mr. Fianacan. No; go ahead. 

Senator McCarrnuy. On this particular task you had, who were 
you to contact ¢ 

Mr. Borum. Who was I to contact ? 

Senator McCarruy. Yes. 

Mr. Borum. Members of the Ordnance Department. 

Senator McCarruy. Who? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t know. 

Senator McCarrny. Do you know anyone over there? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrny. You are not acquainted with anyone? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator McCarrnuy. You were getting $10,000 then to contact some- 
one unknown to you in Army Ordnance? 

Mr. Born. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you think it was necessary that you be 
the contact man ? 

Mr. Boru. Did I think it was necessary ? 

Senator McCarruy. Yes. In other words, do you think in order 
to get a contract with Army Ordnance, if the gun would perform, 
do you think it would be necessary that you be the contact man? 

Mr. Born. Well, they undoubtedly wanted somebody to be the 
contact man. 

Senator McCarrny. Mr. Reporter, would you please read the ques- 
tion back? 

(The pending question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Boru. I don’t know that I had that opinion or anything 
about it. 

Senator McCarruy. What did you think you were getting 10,000 
for? 

Mr. Borum. For a lot of work that was staring me in the face. 

Senator McCarrnuy. And that lot of work was what? 
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Mr. Borum. That lot of work was launching a new instrument with 
the Army. 

Senator McCarruy. How were you going to launch it? Let us say 
I have got a gun today and I want to submit it to the Army. How 
do I go about it if I want to sell it to the Army 4 

Mr. Borum. Well, I would personally, if I were you, I would beat 
down all the doors and tell my story to everybody that I could and 
show it to everybody that I could. 

Senator McCarriy. Who would I start showing it to? 

Mr. Borum. You probably would locate some colonel or maybe 
some captain. 

Senator McCarrny. What would be the first captain or colonel I 
would locate ? 

Mr. Borum. Senator, if you could give me a book I will look up 
a name for a captain or a colonel in the Ordnance and we will start 
out seeing if we can’t find one. 

Senator McCarruy. That is the only contact you would have with 
Army Ordnance? 

Mr. Borum. That is the only contact. 

Senator McCartny. You get a book and get the name of a colone] 
and go over there and see him? 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. Have you done any work for anyone before in 
connection with the Defense Department ? 

Mr. Borum. Not Army Ordnance. 

Senator McCarruy. My question was, have you done any work 
before for anybody in connection with the Defense Establishment ? 

Mr. Boru. Yes, sir; I have presented a number of brochures 
to members of the Defense Establishment. 

Senator McCarruy. In connection with weapons? 

Mr. Boru. Not in connection with weapons; no. 

Senator McCartuy. Any other $10,000 fees? 

Mr. Borum. No. I don’t generally work on a straight fee. I work 
on a salary basis. 

Senator McCarruy. Have you been successful in the past ? 

Mr. Borum. No. The “bigs” have been successful; the little ones 
haven’t. 

Senator McCarruy. How well do you know Mr. Dawson? 

Mr. Borum. Well, we were cordial to one another. 

Senator McCartnuy. How often do you see him? 

Mr. Born. Maybe once a vear, mi aybe twice. 

Senator McCartuy. How long since you have seen him? 

Mr. Borim. December. 

Senator McCarruy. Of 1950? 

Mr. Boerum. That is correct. 

Senator McCartny. Is that the last time you have seen Mr. Daw- 
son ? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator McCarrny. What did you see him about then, some cen- 
tract? 

Mr. Born. No, I said “Hello” to him. 

Senator McCartny. Where did you see him? 

Mr. Boru. In the White House. 
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Senator McCarruy. In the White House? What were you in the 
White House for? 

Mr. Borum. Wishing everybody a Merry Christmas. 

Senator McCarrnuy. And there was some party, some social func- 
tion there? 

Mr. Borin. No, there were no parties or social functions there. 

Senator McCarruy. When was the last time you were in the White 
House? 

Mr. Borum. That time. 

Senator McCarruy. That is the last time? When did you see Mr. 
Dawson before that ? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t recall, Senator; probably 6 months or some- 
thing like that. 

Senator McCarruy. Have you talked to Mr. Dawson in regard to 
any of these contracts ¢ 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. Mr. Chairman, I think we should have this 
man’s records. I am not concerned now so much with the Mississippi 
job selling, but with our continuance of our 5-percenter probe. It 
sounds like a very fertile field here. 

Let us get back to your contact with the Army Ordnance. I under- 
stand that you know no one in Army Ordnance ? 

Mr. Boerum. That is right. 

Senator McCarrny. Yet you got a $10,000 fee because sometime in 
the future you were going to go over and start pushing doorbells, is 
that right ? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator McCarruy. And you have never submitted to Army Ord- 
nance any type of weapon or any other client before ? 

Mr. Boerum. That is right. 

Senator McCarruy. How about Naval Ordnance? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. Have you had anything to do with the sale of 
any weapon to the Army ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. Have you ever contacted Army Ordnance in 
regard to this gun ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. How long before you plan contacting them ? 

Mr. Borum. As quick as they get their affairs straightened out to 
where they can be certain of manufacturing it. 

Senator McCarruy. What are you to get, in addition to the 
$10,000? 

Mr. Borum. A percentage of the business. 

Senator McCarrny. What percentage ? 

Mr. Borum. About 2. 

Senator McCarruy. About 2, or 2? 

Mr. Bornm. About 2 percent. 

Senator McCarruy. Have you agreed to the exact amount? 

Mr. Borum. No, but it figures about 2 percent. 

Senator McCarrny. What contact have you had with these indi- 
viduals before, Sanders and Jackson ? 

Mr. Borum. I met Sanders on that occasion for the first time. 

Senator McCarruy. How about Jackson ? 
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Mr. Boru. Jackson I had met previous to that. 

Senator McCartruy. Has Jackson sent you any other clients? 

Mr. Borum. No, none. 

Senator McCarruy. Who gave you the rump committee as a client ? 

Mr. Borum. I believe I testified to that earlier, Senator. 

Senator McCarrny. Tell me again; will you? 

Mr. Borum. Clarence Hood was a personal friend of mine and a 
client of mine, and he was appointed as the committeeman. 

Senator McCarruy. Just for the benefit of your future clients now, 
who may be looking for your services, do I understand, then, that you 

think if you want to sell something to the military that the best way 
to do it is to pick up a book and ‘find the name of some captain or 
some colonel, and start 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy (continuing). Rapping on the doors? 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Senator McCartiy. You know nothing beyond that as to how you 
submit—— 

Mr. Boerum. I prefer to have it that way, Senator. 

Senator McCarriy. You know nothing beyond that as to submit- 
ting 

Mr. Borrm. I prefer that. 

Senator McCarruy. Wait until I finish. Do you know anything 
beyond that as to how to properly submit your blueprints of a weapon, 
the weapon itself, to Army Ordnance; you nothing about that at all? 

Mr. Born. I think my engineering background qualifies me for 
that. I can discuss features of it. Iam a consulting engineer by 
profession. 

Senator McCarruy. Again, just so the record is absolutely straight, 
you do not have any soci: al contacts or any other contacts with any of 
the officers in Army Ordnance? 

Mr. Bornm. No, and if I had I would not use them. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you represent to Mr. Sanders or Mr. Jack- 
son that you had such contacts? 

Mr. Borum. I certainly did not. 

Senator McCarrny. What special ability did you tell them you had 
which would justify your taking a $10,000 fee, plus a 2-percent cut 
from the business? 

Mr. Boerum. I did not tell them I had any special ability. They 
apparently knew that I had a certain amount of success; that is why 
they called on me. 

Senator McCarrny. Did you tell them that you had gotten other 
contracts in the past with the Army ? 

Mr. Borum. No; the subject did not come up. 

Senator McCarriy. Describe some of your successes, will you? 
You said you had some success in the past. Describe a few of the suc- 
cessful cases. 

Mr. Boerum. Well, I succeeded in clearing up the air as far as Mr. 
Hood was concerned in having him appointed as the Democratic com- 
mitteeman for the State of Mississippi. 

Senator McCarruy. Yes; go ahead. That is one success. How did 
you do that, tell us how you did that. 

Mr. Boerum. I believe I told that. Do you want to hear it again? 

Senator McCarrnuy. Yes; I would like to hear it. 
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Senator Horry. He went into it pretty clearly. He said he had a 
conference with Dawson. 

Senator McCarruy. Give us another success. Did you have a coi- 
ference with Dawson on that? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator McCarruy. When did you have that conference with 
Dawson ¢ 

Mr. Boru. In the instance of Mr. Hood ? 

Senator McCarrny. Yes. 

Mr. Boru. It was probably in April of 1949. 

Senator Nrxon. Is that the only business conference you ever had 
with Mr. Dawson? I thought you said your contacts were social with 
Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. Borum. I would not necessarily regard that as a business con- 
ference. 

Senator Nixon. Well, you just said a moment ago you described 
Mr. Hood as one of your successes. You mean that was a social success 
to get him appointed ? 

Mr. Borum. Social success. 

Senator Nixon. And yet you accepted a fee. Do you always accept 
fees for social successes ¢ 

Mr. Borum. I receive a fee for out-of-pocket expenses. 

Senator Nrxon. In other words, you would accept a fee for social 
successes. 

Senator Munpr. On that question of the kind of out-of-pocket ex- 
penses for that social success what kind of out-of-pocket expenses did 
vou sustain with respect to Mr. Dawson ? 

Mr. Borum. That sounds like one of Congressman Boykin’s parties. 

Senator Munpr. It sounds like the wing-ding. Tell me about it. 
| Laughter. | 

Mr. Borum. My out-of-pocket expenses involved traveling to Mis- 
sissippi and telephone calls. I was not out of pocket with respect to 
Mr. Dawson. 

Senator Munpr. $1,750 out-of-pocket expenses traveling to Mis- 
sissippi ¢ 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. How many trips did you make? 

Mr. Borum. Oh, probably eight, nine—I don’t recall. 

Senator McCarrny. Let'us hear about some of your other successes 
in representing clients. You said the reason they hired you, and gave 
you a $10,000 fee, was because they had heard of your other successful 
cases. I would like to hear of one or two, if I may. 

(Witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Senator McCarrny. Let the record show, incidentally, that the wit- 
ness is conferring with his lawyer and taking considerable time before 
answering. 

Mr. Boru. Senator, I will-answer that question by this statement : 
That I don’t know of a specific case where Forrest Jackson knew of my 
successes, 

Senator McCarrny. O. K. You have said that he hired you and 
gave you a $10,000 fee because of your other successes. Is your answer 
now that he did not know of any of those other successes? Is that it? 

Mr. Borum. I don’t know what he knew, honestly. 
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Senator McCartny. Well, a minute ago you told us that he gave you 
a $10,000 fee because he knew of your other successes. Will you tell us 
what you meant by that answer then ? 

Mr. Borum. Well, I am assuming that he knew of my other suc- 
cesses, some of my other successes, or he would not have come to me. 

Senator McCarrny. Allright. Then tell us about some of the other 
successes. 

Mr. Borum. Well, I repeat, I did repeat one for you, that was a suc- 
cess that he more prominently knew about. 

Senator McCarrny. I would like another. Give us another one, will 
you? 

Mr. Boru, I will have to objeet to the question, Senator, and ask 
permission to have my attorney state my objection. 

Senator McCarruy. I think that is a reasonable thing to have your 
attorney do. 

Mr. Cracun. Senator, the witness has consulted me here with respect 
to the necessity of his disclosing generally and at large individual 
business transactions. IT have advised him that as to any specific 
transaction about which the committee inquires that is within the 
scope of possible action by Congress he is bound to make a full and 
honest statement. 

The witness, however, does object to any sweeping or exploratory 
inquiry merely in the hopes that perhaps it would prove to be dlis- 
creditable to him so far as the questions are asked, but in this question, 
and in connection with the Senator’s specific question, he is in doubt 
as to what expressly he is expected to do. 

Senator McCarruy. Maybe I can clear you up on that. Maybe we 
can shed some light on it. 

This witness has testified that he got a $10,000 fee to make contact 
with Army Ordnance and sell Army Ordnance a gun. I have been 
under the impression that that would be unnecessary. 

We have had considerable contact with Army Ordnance since our 
5-percenter investigation. They have assured us that you need no 
contact with them. 

In addition to that, he was to get 2 percent. Now he has told us 
~~ the reason this man Jackson gave him the $10,000 was because 
Jackson knew of other successes he had in making contact with Gov- 
ernment agencies, and we have conducted a rather sweeping investiga- 
tion over the past year, and it is the duty of this committee to con- 
tinue, of course, into the selling of influence, into the question of 
whether or not a businessman must pay fees of $5,000, $20,000, $10,000 
in order to get Government contracts. 

Now I ask him what some of the other cases were in which he sold 
his influence, his ability, or whatever it is, and I do not think we 
should be unreasonable at all in delving into any of his business, 
which has no relation to the Government. 

I do think, Mr. Chairman, that it is the duty of this committee to 
find out, to get some idea of how much influence this man peddles, 
what fees he | gets for it, what department he has been contacting. 

He told us he has had other successes; if his success is in making 
certain contacts with the Government—and I think that is strictly 
and definitely within the scope of our inquiry, I will ask the chair- 
man to order the witness to answer my question: so that there 
can be no doubt in his mind as to what the question is, let me restate 
it: Mr. Boehm, you have testified that you got a $10,000 fee for 
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services which you were to rH form in connection with selling a gun, 
in which Mr. Sanders, Mr. Jackson, had an inter est—selling that to 
the Army. You have stated that the reason they were willing to pay 
you that fee, plus 2 percent of the business, was because of other 
suecesses Which you had in obtaining contracts with the Government. 

T now ask you to give us at least one of those other successful cases 
which you negoti: ited with Government officials. 

Mr. Borum. I don’t believe, Senator, that I testified that I had any 
success in getting contracts with the Government. 

Senator McCarrny. Have you ever had success in getting any 
contracts with the Government for any clients ? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. You have not? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. What type of success have you had for clients 
with Government officials, aside from the one case you gave us? Re- 
member you are under oath. Let the record show there is a quorum 
present. 

(Witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Senator McCarrny. Let the record show that the witness is consult- 
ing at length of his lawyer, which he has a right to do, of course. 

Mr. Born. Senator, in answer to that question, Mr. Hood had an 
overproduction of railroad cross ties, which were shipped to Greece. 
He had taken over a defaulted contract 

Senator McCarrny. Taken over what? 

Mr. Borum. A defaulted contract, and was rushed by the Army 
engineers to complete in 2 months. 

Under those circumstances he was required—— 

Senator McCartny. I missed something. You said something 
about the Army engineers. I did not get what you said about that. 

Mr. Borum. He was requested by the Army engineers to complete 
the contract in 2 months of 300,000 railroad cross ties. 

In doing that, and in complying with their wishes that he complete 
it that rapidly, he called upon probably 200 small millers in the South 
to assist him with this contract, and, when they took inventory or 
stock after the contract was completed, they found that they had an 
overproduction of about 70,000 pieces. 

Mr. Hood asked me to see if I could get the Army engineers to buy 
these 70,000 pieces, because they were of such a unique size there is no 
railroad in this country that can ever use them and, of course, that 
meant a considerable amount of loss to him if he would have to pay 
for them. 

I succeeded in getting the Army to take 20,000 of those 70,000 
overproduction. 

Senator McCarrnuy. And what kind of a fee did you get for that? 

Mr. Borum. What kind of a fee did I get ? 

Senator McCarrnuy. How large a fee? 

Mr. Borum. Well, I have not broken down the fee that I got from 
Hood from that and other things. 

Senator McCarruy. Keep in mind, Mr. Boehm, we are not accusing 
you of anything improper. 

Mr. Boru. I know that. 

Senator McCarruy. The thing we are concerned with is this: We 
would like to know whether it is necessary for these men to pay fees 
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of $10,000, give an interest in their business, for someone to get a 
Government contract. 

In order to get that information we must delve into your business 
to some extent. It may be embarrassingly so; we do not enjoy it. 

Mr. Borum. I don’t either, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. You say you did not break down your fee on 
that ¢ 

Mr. Borum. No; because I was doing other work for him at the 
same time. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Other work involving contacts with Govern- 
ment officials? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. You do not know what fee you charged him 
for that ? 

Mr. Boru. He gave me an over-all fee of $5,000, but that involved 
several months’ work on something else. 

Senator McCarruy. Who did you contact in the Army in order to 
get them to take the additional 20,000 ties ? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t recall, Senator, but I think I finally talked to 
General Crawford. 

Senator McCarruy. General Crawford? Was this under the ECA 
plan? Was this paid for out of ECA funds? 

Mr. Boru. Turkish-Greek. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Pardon? 

Mr. Borum. Turkish-Greek. 

Senator McCarruy. This was paid for out of Government funds? 

Mr. Bornm. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. And you say you got a $5,000 fee, but addi- 
tional work was done, so you cannot tell us how much you got in con- 
nection with this? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrny. Well, I do not like to shove you, but I think we 
should hear of another successful case, you understand, having to do 
with contact with Government officials. I am not concerned with 
any of your business with private individuals. 

Mr. Borum. Most of my work is private, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. I know it. Give us one other case that has 
to do with success in dealing with Government officials, if there is 
another case. 

Let me ask a question while you are thinking that one over. 

Mr. Boru. I can’t recall one other. 

Senator McCarruy. Am I correct in understanding that your prin- 
cipal business is that of acting as a go-between between Government 
agencies and individuals looking for business ? 

Senator Munpr. Maybe I can help refresh your memory, because 
one our hearings brought out was that of Mr. Chester Sumners. 

Senator McCarrny. Let hint answer the other question first. Am 
I correct in this, that your principal business is acting as a contact 
man or go-between—call it what you may—between individuals and 
the Government ? 

Mr. Borum. No 

Senator McCarrnuy. It is not? 

Mr. Boru. It is not. 
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Senator McCarruy. What is your principal business ? 

Mr. Borum. It is a go-between between two different industries. 

Senator McCarrny. I see. Do you want to answer the other ques- 
tion as to another successful case you had ¢ 

Senator Muxpr. We had some testimony in Jackson about the case 
of Chester Sumners. 

Mr. Fianacan. He is the United States attorney for the northern 
district of ing 27 

Mr. Boerum. I don’t know what I had to do with Chester Sumners. 

Mr. Fianacan. And the testimony in Jackson indicated that Mr. 
Sumners’ term of office was up, and there was an effort made to 
appoint another man to that office, and Mr. Hood testified, and pos- 
sibly others—but I know Mr. Hood testified—that they came to seek 
your aid as to how they could prevent Coleman from getting the ~ 
and keeping Sumners in the job as United States attorney for the 
northern district of Mississippi. They testified that apparently at 
this first meeting—— 

Senator McCarrny. Mr. Flanagan, I would rather he testified. 

Mr. FLanacan. Iam reviewing the testimony in Mississippi for him. 

Senator McCartuy. I would like to hear from him on the facts. 

Mr. Bornm. Oh, Chester Sumners; they came to me for advice. 

Senator Munpr. Ly “they” you mean Mr. Hood 

Mr. Borum. Mr. Mize. Mr. Rogers, were all highly incensed be- 
eause Mr. Coleman was being offered as the district attorney in 
northern Mississippi. Mr. ¢ ‘oleman is an editor of a newspaper which 
was very anti-Truman, and Mr. Sumners was one of the pro-Truman 
men throughout the State of Mississippi, and they wanted to know 
how to get the f facts before the President. So I suggested that they 
write a letter to Donald Dawson, and that is as much as I had to do 
with Mr. Sumners. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you collect a fee for that? 

Mr. Boerum. No. 

Senator McCartuy. You collected no fee of any kind? 

Mr. Boerum. No. 

Senator McCartuy. Did you contact Dawson at all? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. How long have you been—— 

Senator Munpr. Did you introduc ‘e Mr. Hood to Dawson ? 

Mr. Borum. Yes, I testified to that earlier, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. It was on that occasion that you first made your 
contact, I believe, between Mr. Dawson and Mr. Hood in connection 
with that case? 

Mr. Boru. With the case of Chester Sumners? I don’t recall. 
It might have been then or later; I don’t recall. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Hood testified that was the occasion that you 
introduced him to Dawson. 

Mr. Borum. It might have been; I*don’t question Mr. Hood’s sin- 
cerity and his statements. 

Senator Munpr. Your testimony is that you simply introduced 
Hood to Dawson, and you said, “You take it from here.” You did 
not mention Sumners at all. 

Mr. Boru. He didn’t register with me at all. 

Senator McC arrnuy. Give us one other case of your success in con- 
tacting Government agencies for clients. 
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Mr. Born. I don’t think there are any, Senator. I can’t recall 
any now. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, you have had no other cases 
in which you have collected fees from clients 

Mr. Boru. I am on salary currently, with two different companies 
to do my best for them, but to date I have had no success. 

Senator McCarruy. What companies are they ‘ 

Mr. Borum. They are Walker Bros. of Conshohocken. 

Senator McCarruy. Pardon me / 

Mr. Borum. Walker Bros. of Conshohocken. 

Senator McCarrny. I did not get that last one. 

Mr. Borum. Conshohocken, Pa. 

Senator McCarruy. How do you spell it ‘ 

Mr. Borum. C-o-n-s-h-o-h-o-c-k-e-n, Pa. 

Senator McCarruy. And they manufacture what / 

Mr. Boru. Electric wire, raceways, underfloor ducts. They use 
products of rubber and zine dust, copper. 

Senator McCarruy. What are your tasks as to contacting Army 
Ordnance for them to sell their product ? 

Mr. Borum. I have not contacted Army Ordnance. I have con- 
tacted the Navy primarily for them. 

Senator McCarruy. How long have you been working for Walker 
Bros. 

Mr. Borum. About 5 or 6 months. 

Senator McCarruy. And you have never contacted Army 
Ordnance? 

Mr. Borum. They are primarily concerned with shipboard caole. 

Senator McCarruy. Who do you contact in Navy Ordnance? 

Mr. Borum. I think the only party in the Navy Ordnance I con- 
tacted was Commander Tamm. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Pardon me? 

Mr. Borum. Commander Tamm. 

Senator McCartriy. That is the only man you contacted in Navy 
Ordnance ¢ 

Mr. Bornm. That is correct. 

Senator McCartny. Is that right? How many times have you 
contacted Commander Tamm ? 

Mr. Born, I furnished him with a brochure outlining all of the 
facilities of the company. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Has the company sold anything to Navy 
Ordnance / 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. How large a fee have you collected in connec- 
tion with giving Tamm the brochure ¢ 

Mr. Boerum. I work for them on a salary, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. What is the salary / 

Mr. Boru. $125 a week. 

Senator McCartuy. $125 a week? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator McCartny. And expenses? 

Mr. Borum. Some expenses; limited expenses. 

Senator Munpt. Do you have a contract with them ? 


Mr. Borum. No. 
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Senator McCarruy. Is Commander Tamm aware of the fact that 
you are collecting a salary from this Walker Bros ? 

Mr. Borum. I gather he would think I would be a chump if I didn’t 
collect some sort of a salary. 

Senator McCarrny. You have worked for Walker Bros. for 6 
months, and all you have done is given Commander Tamm a broc at 

Mr. Borum. No; I have covered all phases of the Navy with 
brochures. 

Senator McCarruy. You sent brochures where? 

Mr. Born. To all departments of the Navy. 

Senator McCarruy. To what departments have you sent brochures? 

Mr. Borum. Ordnance, Buair, Ships, Marine Corps. 

Senator McCarrny. In other words, you mailed brochures to the 
various departments ? 

Mr. Borum. No. I took them over there for distribution. 

Senator McCartuy. Took them over for distribution ? 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Senator MoCarrny. To who did you give them, to have them dis- 
tributed ¢ 

Mr. Bornm. A commander in the Mobilization Planning Division. 

Senator McCarrny. All right. So you have made two contacts. 
You have contacted Commander Tamm, and given him a brochure; 
you took brochures to the other departments, another commander—— 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator McCarrny. And for that you have been collecting $125 a 
week for 6 months; is that right ? 

Mr. Boru. You make it sound like I am amply paid. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Well, the question is, yes or no. Is that cor- 
rect ? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct that I have been collecting $125 a week 
for 6 months, but that is not the full scope of my work. 

Senator McCarruy. Am I incorrect in this, that the only work you 
have done for this client 

Mr. Boru. Relating to the Government, now. 

Senator McCarrny. Yes. The only work you have done for them 
is to take over a brochure to Commander Tamm, another bunch of 
brochures to another commander, and asked them to distribute them ; 
is that right? 

Mr. Boru. Yes; and I followed them up. 

Senator McCarrny. Followed them up in what way? I would like 
to know what contact you have been making over in Navy Ordnance; 
in what way you have followed them up, who did you see. 

Mr. Borum. I would go around to the parties who received the 
brochures. 

Senator McCarruy. Tell us what parties you went to. 

Mr. Boru. I would have to furnish you a list of their names; I 
don’t know them intimately, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. You do not remember any of them now. How 
many times have you gone around / 

Mr. Borum. Oh, probably two or three times. 

Senator McCarruy. What have they told you? Have they told 
you it is necessary this man have a representative down here? 

Mr. Borum. No; they have not said 
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Senator McCarrnuy. Has anyone led you to believe that Walker 

Bros. will get a contract any quicker because you have taken the 
brochure over to them rather than someone else take it over ‘ 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. What was the answer, “No” 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarrny. What progress had you made toward getting 
Walker Bros. a contract? 

Mr. Boerum. My progess has been made mostly in the subcontract- 
ing end of it. 

Senator McCarrnuy. What progress have you made in getting 
Walker Bros. a contract with the Navy ? 

Mr. Bornm. None. 

Senator McCarruy. None at all. Who is your other client? 

Mr. Borum. Hoosier Cardinal Corp. 

Senator McCarrny. Hoosier Cardinal? What do they manu- 
facture? 

Mr. Borum. They manufacture ice trays, ice-cube trays, decorative 
parts for automobiles. 

Senator McCarruy. What type of contract are you looking for for 
them ? 

Mr. Borum. Anything they can manufacture of aluminum or 
plastic. 

Senator McCarruy. What Government agencies have you con- 
tacted for Hoosier Cardinal Corp. ? 

Mr. Boru. Paralleling the Walker Bros. 

Senator McCarrny. Well, have you really contacted the Navy? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator McCartuy. Why haven’t you contacted the Army? 

Mr. BorxM. Because Hoosier did a lot of work for the Navy during 
the last war and they would prefer to work for the Navy. 

Senator McCarrny. So you have not contacted anybody except the 
Navy for Hoosier Corp. ? 

Mr. Borum. Not so far as the Government is concerned. 

Senator McCarruy. What is your salary for Hoosier ? 

Mr. Boru. It is about $833 a month. 

Senator McCarruy. $833 4 month? And you have a contract with 
the Hoosier, have you? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. How long have you been working for Hoosier 
Cardinal Corp. ? 

Mr. Boru. A little better than 6 months. 

Senator McCarruy. Have you gotten any contracts for them yet? 

Mr. Bornm. No. 

Senator McCarrny. You have not. 

Have you made any progress toward getting them a contract ? 

Mr. Born. On the threshold of a contract, but it is not a Govern- 
ment contract. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Just one more question. Do I understand that 
aside from these two clients who pay you on a weekly or monthly 
basis, aside from those cases, those cases you have related, you have 
had no other‘clients from whom you have collected a fee in connec- 
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tion with your contracts with any Government agents or any Govern- 
ment official ? 

Mr. Borum. I don’t believe I said that, Senator. 

Senator McCarrny. All right, then, if I am wrong, correct me. 
The question is, is that correct or not. Let us put it another way: 
Have you collected fees from any other individual, company or cor- 
poration, for services which you performed or claimed to have per- 
formed by way of contacts with any Government agency or any 
Government official ? 

Mr. Boru. I would have to refresh my memory on it; I don’t 
recall. 

Senator McCarruy. You do not recall any. 

Do you have books? If you examine your books, you would know, 
would you not ? 

Did you ever contact the RFC? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator McCarrnuy. You did. Who did you contact in RFC? 

Mr. Borum. Whom? 

Senator McCarruy. Whom in RFC did you contact ? 

Mr. Borum. The Chairman. 

Senator McCarrny. The Chairman? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator McCarrny. Who was the Chairman at the time you con- 
tacted him? 

Mr. Borum. Mr. Hise. 

Senator McCarruy. Anyone else in RFC? 

Mr. Boerum. Yes, a number of occasions I have, but not in behalf 
of anything tangible. 

Senator McCarruy. Well, did you contact the RFC ever in behalf 
of a client of yours? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator McCarruy. Youhave. In an attempt to get a loan; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you contact Mr. Dawson in connection 
with any such loan? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarrny. Is it correct that you collected a fee as high 
as $10,000 ? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCartuy. For contacting the RFC, did you not? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. You have never collected a fee of that amount? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you ever collect a fee from anyone for 
helping them get an RFC loan? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator McCarruy. You did; good. From whom did you collect 
the fee? 

Mr. Bornm. White House Paper Co. 

Senator McCarruy. White House Paper Co. ? 

Mr. Fuanacan. What is the address of that company; just for the 
record ¢ 
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Mr. Boru. It is 3400 North Second, North Philadelphia; I be- 
lieve that is the address. 

Senator McCarruy. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry I broke in, and I 
hate to take all this time. 

Senator Hory. If you are just about through, you may continue. 

Senator Munpr. Is that Philadelphia Avenue, Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Boru. No, that is Philadelphia. 

Senator Munpr. Pennsylvania. 

Senator McCarrny. Philadelphia? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator McCartuy. What type of business are they in? 

Mr. Borum. Paper manufacturing. 

Senator McCarruy. How large a loan did you help them get? 

Mr. Borum. $200,000. 

Senator McCarruy. $200,000? Do you know if that loan has been 
repaid ¢ 

Mr. Boru. No, I know it hasn’t. 

Senator McCarrny. It has not. They were having difficulty get- 
— loan, were they ? 

Mr. Boru. Considerably. 

Senator McCarruy. And who put them in touch with you? 

Mr. BoruM. Some friend of mine by the name of Mr. Chaite. 

Senator McCarruy. How do you spell it / 

Mr. Boru. C-h-a-i-t-e. 

Senator McCartrny. What is his first name? 

Mr. Bornm. Arthur Chaite. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you have his address ? 

Mr. Borum. No, I am sorry, I do not. 

Senator Munpr. Did you pay him a forwarding fee? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. How much of a fee did you get from the White 
House Paper Co. ? 

Mr. Borum. $300. 

Senator McCarrny. And you contacted, you said, the Chairman? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 
. Senator McCarruy. You contacted no one else in regard to that 
oan ¢ 

Mr, Boru. Yes, I had previously contacted the examiner on the 
the loan. 

Senator McCarrny. Did you contact the RFC for anyone else? 

Mr. Boru. Not that resulted in a loan. 

Senator McCarrny. Well, did you contact RFC for anyone else 
in an attempt to get a loan? 

Mr. Borum. I was at the RFC once with Mr. Hood. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you ever represent the Lustron Corp. ? 

Mr. Boru. Yes, but not in connection with their loan. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you contact some Government agency for 
Lustron ¢ 

Mr. Borum. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCarrny. What agency ? 
_ Borum. The Department of Commerce, who were allocating 
steel. 

Senator McCarruy. Who put you in touch with Lustron? 

Mr. Boru. Congressman auctierom from New Jersey. 
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Senator McCarrny. How long had you known Sundstrom ¢ 

Mr. Boru. Oh, maybe 5 or 6 months. 

Senator McCarrny. Isn’t the opposite true? Didn’t you go to 
Sundstrom, who was connected with Lustron, and tell him that they 
would not get the steel unless you were hired ¢ 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrny. You did not? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. Didn’t you tell anyone in Lustron Corp. that 
they had better hire you if they wanted an allocation of steel? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. They did not ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrny. How much of a fee did you get ? 

Mr. Borum. From Lustron ? 

Senator McCarrny. Yes. 

Mr. Borum. I was on salary at $7,500 a year. 

Senator McCarrny. How long did you work for them ? 

Mr. Borum. Four months. 

Senator McCarruy. You did not collect $10,000 from them, did 
you? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarruy. From Lustron ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. A salary of $7,500 a year, and worked for 
4 months? 

Mr. Bornm. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. So, am I correct that you only collected about 
$2,500? ; 

Mr. Bornm, That would be roughly approximately it. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you get Lustron any steel ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. You did not. 

Mr. Franacan. At that point, Senator, while we are on it, we 
may as well clarify it. 

Do you recollect, Mr. Boehm 

Senator McCarrnuy. Let me first ask another question: Did you 
perform any other service for Lustron ? 

Mr. Borum. I performed a number of services for Lustron. 

Senator McCarruy. For which you collected a fee? 

Mr. Borum. No. I was on salary; I didn’t collect any fee. 

Senator McCarruy. Am I correct that the only money you got 
from Lustron Corp. was a salary for 4 months 

Mr. Born. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. On the basis of $7,500 a year, and you are sure 
of that? 

Mr. Born. Yes. 

Senator Horry. We will take a recess until 2: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 12:20 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, to recon- 
vene at 2: 30 p. m. this same day.) 








AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator Horry. The subcommittee will come to order. 
Senator McCarthy ? 
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FURTHER TESTIMONY OF GLENN P. BOEHM, INDUSTRIAL 
CONSULTANT, ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN W. CRAGUN 


Senator McCarruy. What was my last question ? 

Mr. Boru. May I interpose to correct something for the record, 
Mr. Chairman 4 

Senator Horny. Yes; you can make any correction you wish. 

Mr. BoruM. Senator McCarthy asked me a while ago, and inferred 
that I perhaps went to Lustron and demanded $10,000 in order that 
they secure steel for their homes. I want the record to show that my 
employment with Lustron was solicited by Lustron because I am an 
engineer and I have never in my life solicited any client. 

Senator McCarrny. Just to clear up this Lustron matter, what 
type of engineering work did you do with Lustron / 

Mr. Boerum. They hired me, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. Were you hired as an engineer? 

Mr. Boru. I was hired as an engineer and Washington repre- 
sentative. 

Senator McCarrny. Pardon? 

Mr. Borum. And Washington representative. 

Senator McCarrny. Did you ever spend any time at the Lustron 
plant ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. And what did you do for Lustron in Wash- 
ington ¢ 

Mr. Boru. My first duties with Lustron were to clarify their— 
I can’t say lease, but they had a number of partitions and furniture 
in the plant belonging to the Federal Government and they had leased 
the plant from the Federal Government, and for some reason or 
another they couldn’t get any satisfaction out of War Assets in Cin- 
cinnati about the disposition of these partitions and this furniture, 
and I undertook to clear it up in Washington. 

Senator McCarrny. Who did you contact to clear it up? 

Mr. Borum. I contacted War Assets and I believe the party’s name 
was Godman. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you clear it up? 

Mr. Borum. Pardon me? 

Senator McCarruy. Did you clear it up? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator McCarrny. And did you have anything to do with the 
RFC loan to Lustron ¢ 

Mr. Borum. Not at all. I was the first one hired after the com- 
pany was formed and put isfto existence. 

Senator McCarruy. In addition to clearing up the difficulty with 
War Assets, what were your duties with Lustron? 

Mr. Boru. Lustron was needing about 27,000 kilowatts of power 
every day to operate their vitrified furnaces, and in that connection 
the president of Lustron stated that the Ohio Power Co. was unwilling 
to furnish the power, and one of the first ideas he had was to possibly 
either build his own power plant or purchase one from the Govern- 
ment owned by War Assets. 

We canvassed War Assets and found that they had none available 
for purchase, and then he discovered that there was some company in 
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Long Island who.had a large number of Diesel generator outfits which 
he could hook up in parallel and give him adequate power. 

Senator McCarruy. What did you have to do with getting steel 
for Lustron ? 

Mr. Boru. Nothing further than to file their requirements with 
the Department of Commerce. 

Senator McCarrny. Getting back to these other companies that 
you represented as a contact man in Washington, Walker Bros., I 
believe you said, you took over a brochure to a Commander Tam, a 
number of other brochures to another Navy commander.. That was 
the extent of the contact you had for them, and roughly the same for 
another company, the Hoosier Cardinal Corp. 

I might say, Mr. Chairman, that the reason I am going into this is 
because I feel that this committee did an excellent job last year on the 
5-percenters, and, if individuals like Mr. Boehm convince industry 
throughout the country that they need him as a contact man, then he 
draws $125 a week and does nothing except to take a brochure over to 
the Navy, the job which any clerk in the office of any of these individ- 
uals can perform. It is practicing a tremendous fraud upon American 
industry. I think they should know just what these influence peddlers 
are giving them. 

I can understand how a small-business man out in my State or your 
State would make this mistake, and I think this hearing can perform 
a very valuable function if they learn just how badly they are getting 
rooked. 

Now let me ask you again just so this record is completely clear, 
Mr. Boehm 

Mr. Boru. Senator, you are making those statements for the 
record. That is not the testimony of the witness, 

Senator McCarrny. Let me get it. I don’t want to do an injustice 
in this. 

Mr. Borum. You certainly are. 

Senator McCarruy. You testified that you worked for the Hoosier 
Cardinal Corp. You got $833 a month—right, and you testified that 
the only thing you did for them insofar as contact with the Govern- 
ment is concerned—let us go back to the first one, I beg your pardon. 
Let us go back to the Walker Bros. 

Senator Hory. Senator, may I interpose this. It is all in the record. 
Can’t we proceed without reiteration ? 

Senator McCarruy. I would like to get the rest of it. 

Senator Hory. It is all what he said and what you said. It is all in 
the record. It seems to me that we are just reiterating this same 
thing. 

Senator McCarruy. Mr. Chairman, I would like to have the record 
absolutely clear on this. 

Senator Hory. Let us get along. 

Senator McCarruy. I do not want to hold the Chair up, but I do 
think this is very important, Mr. Chairman, and if I may ask a question 
on this Walker Bros.; see if I am right on this, Mr. Boehm. 

You drew $125 a week from Walker Bros. Your task was to get 
them Government contracts. The only contact you had with the Gov- 
ernment was when you contacted Commander Tam, gave him a 
brochure, contacted another commander and gave him a number of 
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brochures, and for that you have been drawing $125 a week for 6 
months. 

If you did any other work besides that, any other contacts with the 
Government for Walker Bros., will you tell us what it was? 

Mr. Boru. Senator, I did not make the statement in the first place 
that I was hired for them exclusively to contact Government agencies. 

Senator McCarrny. Did you do any other contacting other than 
the two commanders you have mentioned, any other work for them 
toward getting Government contracts? 

Mr. Bornm. Toward getting Government contracts, as such, no; 
but not as far as getting subcontracts. 

Senator McCarrny. Did you get Walker Bros. any subcontracts ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I haven‘t succeeded as yet. I will succeed. 

Senator McCarrny. What Government agencies have you contacted 
to get them subcontracts ? 

Mr. Boru. None. 

Senator McCarrny. None? 

Mr. Borum. The Government agencies do not subcontract. 

Senator McCarrny. Mr. Boehm, you said that you contacted the 
RFC, I believe, through Mr. Hood. Am I correct? 

Mr. Bornm. Yes. Mr. Hood and I went together to see the RFC 
to learn if a substantial tract of timber which he hoped to process 
would be eligible for a loan for the purpose of a portion of the 
purchase and a working capital. 

Senator McCarruy. Was the loan made? 

Mr. Bornm. The loan was not made. The advice that we got was 
that it would not qualify as an RFC matter. 


Senator McCarrny. And did you represent any other clients in 
contacting the RFC? 

Mr. Borum. Not that I can recall other than what I have told you. 

Senator McCarruy. Can you recall any other clients whom you 
represented in the capacity as a contact man with Government officials 
or Government agencies? 


Mr. Boru. I did not classify myself, Senator, to you as a “contact 


man.” I believe I have represented myself here as an engineer. 


Senator McCarrny. Then let me ask you this? Either as an engi- 
neer, as a contact man, as a salesman, or in any other capacity, did you 
represent any other clients other than those you have mentioned in 
contacting Government agencies? 

Mr. Boru. Yes; I took on a client in about February, I guess, and 
I was summarily removed from his payrolls when the committee began 
its hearings in Mississippi. 

Senator McCarruy. What client was that? 

Mr. Boerum. The Shelby Construction Co. 

Senator McCarrny. Shelby Construction? At a weekly or a 
monthly salary ? 

Mr. Born. Weekly. 

Senator McCartruy. What does Shelby do; what type of work ? 

Mr. Boru. They are building contractors. 

Senator McCarrny. And your job was to get them Government 
contracts; was it? 

Mr. Borum. My job was to—they were to clear all problems with 
what the engineers call their field offices, the United States Engineers 
field offices. That is where contracts are awarded for construction, 
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and I was to iron out for them any difficulties that may occur to pre- 
vent their staff from having to call to Washington on any number of 
occasions. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, you are the middleman be- 
tween Shelby and the Government agencies ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I didn’t say that. 

Senator McCarrny. Pardon ? 

Mr. Borum. I didn’t say that. 

Senator McCarruy. J am not trying to put words in your mouth. 
I am just trying to get some picture of what you were actually doing. 

Mr. Borum. I was a member of their firm. 

Senator McCarruy. And at what salary ¢ 

Mr. Boru. At one hundred a week. 

Senator McCarruy. How long did you work for them ? 

Mr. Bornm. Oh, probably 4 weeks. 

Senator McCarrny. And whom did you contact for Shelby Con- 
struction Co. ? 

Mr. Borum. I had no opportunity to contact anyone. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, during that 4 weeks’ time 
yu did nothing for them ? 

Mr. Born. No. 

Senator McCartny. No work for them at all? 

Mr. Boru. No work for them at all. 

Senator McCarruy. When were you to start working ? 

Mr. Borum. Whenever they got a contract to a poimt where there 
would be some Washington problem involved. 

Senator McCarruy. Did they have any contracts at the time they 
hired you? 

Mr. Boru. They don’t have any yet. 

Senator McCartruy. Now, in obtaining these various clients— 
Shelby, Walker, Hoosier, and the others—did you represent to them 
that you had contacts with the administration or with the various 
Government agencies of such a nature that you could use those con- 
tacts and help them get Government work? 

Mr. Bornm. I have never solicited a client in any way. 

Senator McCarrny. Now, when this man Jackson brought a client 
to you, you paid him $1,500; right? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator McCarruy. And do you have an arrangement with Jack- 
son so that you will pay him whenever he does bring a client to you? 

Mr. Born. No. 

Senator McCarry. Do you have anyone besides Jackson soliciting 
clients for you? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Is Jackson still soliciting clients for you ? 

Mr. Born. Not that I know of. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you represent to Jackson that you had 
such contacts with the administration or various Government agen- 
cies which you could use to get him a war contract ? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCarrny. You did not. Can you give us the name of 
any other of these clients whom you represented in your contact as 
an engineer, whatever your function is, in contacting Government 
officials or agencies? 
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Mr. Boru. I believe I have pretty well covered them, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you know of any other? 

Mr. Boerum. Not offhand. I would have to refresh my memory. 
T can’t think of one right now. 

Senator McCarrmy. You cannot think of any clients—first, let 

us have the record show there is a quorum present—you cannot think 
of any other client you represent in contacting the Government agency 
or bureau or — in the administration ? 

Mr. Boru. 

Senator cea You cannot think of any. Do you have books 
in your office which would show the names of the other clients? 

Mr. Borum. The books are not in my possession. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Where are the books? 

Mr. Boru. They are with my accountant. 

Senator McCarruy. Pardon? 

Mr. Borum. With my accountant. 

Senator McCarrny. But your accountant has books? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator McCarrnuy. Which will give the names of your clients and 
the fees they paid; is that right? 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Senator McCarrny. Mr. Chairman, I think in view of the impor- 
tance of this particular subject at this time, with so many contractors 
looking for war work and the rise of the 5- or 10- percenter again, 
and because of this young man’s very, very bad memory, we should 
give him a chance to refresh his by subpenaing his books and finding 
out who else he represented in contacting Government agencies. 

Senator Horry. Senator McClellan? 

Senator McCuietian. First, get back to the Mississippi matter for 
a minute. In your early testimony I understood you said you made 
one trip to Mississippi. ‘Later I understood you to Say you made seven 
or eight trips to Mississippi. 

Mr. Boru. Senator, I probably should clarify that point. I made 
one trip for which they paid me $250 expenses. 

Senator McCiettan. What was the other $1,500 paid to you for? 

Mr. Borum. For other trips I have made there. 

Senator McCretian. Other trips you made there? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct, and for use of my office, use of my 
telephone. 

Senator McCietian. The trips down there, as I understand you, 
were in connection with the committee’s business ? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator McCretran. What kind of consultant were you with ref- 
erence to the political situation in Mississippi, and an industrial con- 
sultant, consulting engineer? Now, what kind of political consultant? 

Mr. Borum. Well, Senator, they liked to have my opinions about 
everything. 

Senator McCrenian. They like to have your opinions about every- 
thing ? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator McCiettan. You made some seven or eight trips to Missis- 
sippi to give them your opinion regarding that political situation ? 
Mr. Borum. Well, they wanted me down there particularly when 

they had meetings of one kind or another, organization meetings. 
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Senator McCietian. How many organization meetings did you 
attend ? 

Mr. Boru. At least seven, I think. 

Senator McCrexxian. At least seven. What was the general scope 
of your counsel to them with reference to these organizational meet- 
ings and how they should run their political committee ? 

I mean, for the record, I am trying to get what you could contribute 
to a political organization in the State of Mississippi that would war- 
_ — in paying you $1,750 either for expenses or for counsel fees 
or both. 

Mr. Born. Well, it may be that they wanted outside opinions 
which I was able to give them, or opinions reflecting the thinking in 
Washington. I don’t recall everything that they asked me. 

Senator McCie.ian. Out of seven trips down there you cannot be 
more specific than that as to just what character of services or counsel 
you were contributing? 

Mr. Borum. I know on one occasion the State legislature passed a 
bill making it a misdemeanor for anybody to call themselves a Demo- 
crat unless he was a State’s rights Democrat, and at that time it was 
the occasion of one of these organization meetings, and all of the 
committee members whom I dealt with and who were involved there 
were very much upset about this legislation, and I talked with them 
for probably 2 or 3 hours to look at the matter rationally, that if 
the eee was going to make martyrs out of them it would cer- 
tainly help their cause. As a result of my counsel the late afternoon 
papers carried 4-inch headlines that Hood defies the Governor to 
lock him up. 

Senator pacha: That was the result of your counsel? 

Mr. Borum. That was the result of my counsel. 

Senator McCietzan. Are you an attorney? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator McCuetian. Is that industrial counsel or engineering 
counsel ? 

Mr. Borum. Well, that is both. 

Senator Horry. Senator Mundt? 

Senator Munpr. Will you refresh my memory? I think you testi- 
fied to this earlier, but I am not just sure how you came to be con- 
nected with this Mississippi Democratic Committee. Are you a voting 
resident of Mississippi ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I am not, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever lived in Mississippi? 

Mr. Boru. Have I ever lived there? No. 

Senator Mcunpr. How did you happen to get connected with this 
group in the first place? 

Mr. Borum. I represented Clarence Hood in his lumber interests 
for about 2 years prior to the time he was named national committee- 
man and, when he became national committeeman, I inherited a 
number of his colleagues with him. 

Senator Munpr. So you came to represent the committee because 
of your connection with him? 

Mr. Bornm. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. And I think you said that you made eight trips 
down there and Senator McClellan has interrogated you about one 
of them and you have told us that was in connection with the legisla- 
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tive action on the part of the Mississippi Legislature. That was not 
your first trip; was it? 

Mr. Boru. No; that wasn’t my first trip. 

Senator Munpr. Will you tell us your first trip, about the first trip 
you made? You remember that one? 

Mr. Boerum. I think I recall the first trip had to do with a meeting 
that was called in which the Political Action Committee of the CIO 
had taken a rather active part. They had canvassed potential people 
all over the State for the purpose of assisting the Hood group in 
building up a strong organization. 

I listened on that occasion for about 2 days to the conversation that 
was taking place, and I recommended at the time that they forget 
about the Political Action Committee. 

Senator Munpr. You went down at that time at the invitation of 
Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Borum. Probably. I don’t recall. I was frequently there 
with Mr. Hood on business of his business. 

Senator Munpr. You listened to this conference between the CIO 
and PAC representatives, and the Hood group ? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. And your recommendation to them was that they 
proceed without the benefit of the CLO-PAC? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Did they follow your advice? 

Mr. Boerum. They did. 

Senator Mtcnpr. What was your second trip? 

Mr. Borum. I don’t know that I recall, Senator. I am trying to 
recall another incident. I can’t tell you that what I just testified to 
occurred on my first trip or on my second trip. 

Senator Munpr. Well, you remember what occurred, at least, on 
your last trip. What occurred on your last trip? 

Mr. Born. My last trip I made a strong recommendation to them 
that they do everything they can to work with the delegates in Con- 
gress and Senate; that their natural enemies were not the Members 
of the Congress and the Senate but they were the people who con- 
trolled the voting in the State; that the people in the State control 
had so skillfully controlled the ballot boxes that Truman got less than 
10 percent of the ballots cast in the State; that the Senators and 
Congressmen were not leaders in the movement to abdicate the party. 

Senator Munpr. Who did you tell them was the leader? 

Mr. Boru. The State righters, the Governor, and the people who 
controlled the State. 

Senator Munpr. Asa young man who never had lived in Mississippi 
or been in politics, how did you know about that? 

Mr. Boru. Well, Senator, maybe I do a little thinking. 

Senator Munpr. You just sat up in your office and thought that 
one up? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Didn’t have any evidence for it, didn’t have any 
proof, but you just thought that one up? 

Mr. Borer. It happens to be true, however. 

Senator Munpr. How do you know it is true? What evidence do 
you have? You say you just thought it up. Did somebody in the 
national committee tell you that? 
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Mr. Boru. No; I don’t think so. 

Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Dawson tell you that? 

Mr. Borum. I doubt that. 

Senator Munpr. You just sat up in your office as a carpetbagger 
who goes down there eight times at their expense and tells them, 
“This the situation down in Mississippi that you people are not able 
to think for yourselves, but I thought of that in my office”; is that the 
idea ? 

They live down there. You would think they would know some- 
thing about the Mississippi situation; that they would not have to get 
advice from Washington from somebody who had not talked to any- 
body about it, but just thought it up between duties as an industrial 
consultant. 

Mr. Boru. Well, nevertheless, the advice was heeded and they 
took it up with members of the national committee here in Washing- 
ton, and it was agreed that that was the program they should pursue 
to make every effort to clear every appointment through the Senate 
before they made it. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever talk to them about the matter of job 
selling down there? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

San Munpr. Did you ever hear any rumors or reports about 
that ¢ 

Mr. Borum. Oh, I heard a rumor or two, but I always heard that 
they were just rumors, nothing else. 

Senator Munpr. I think Mr. Rogers saw you at the time he had 
his conference with Mr. Lawler. Mr. Lawler told him ver y definitely 
that the racket was over, told Mr. Hood and Mr. Rogers that they 
were not going to do business with them any more. What did you 
advise them then as their political consultant ? 

Mr. Born. I don’t know that they ever took that up with me. 
I don’t know that they felt Mr. Lawler had told them that in that 
way. I don’t think Mr. Lawler this morning testified that he didn’t 
notify Mr. Hood that he had cut him off. 

Senator Munpr. I think he notified him in the conference, though, 
that they had had reports of these irregularities down there and that 
they were sending investigators down and that they were not going 
to stand for that kind of corruption. 

Mr. Bornm. Well, one occasion I recall where they had an audience 
with Mr. Lawler and they were very much concerned about it. 

At the termination of the audience they returned to my office and 
said it worked out all right, because the complaint that they had about 
occurred sometime in 1948, and as they recall they were not handling 
patronage in 1948. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever discuss anything with Mr. Lawler 
besides that ? 

Mr. Boru. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. What are your associations with Mr. A. C. Car- 
raway? Do you know him? 

Mr. Boru. I know him very well. 

Senator Munpr. Is he associated with you in any business in any 
way? 

Mr. Boerum. Well, we jointly represented Mr. Hood at this time. 

Senator Munpr. At which time? 
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Mr. Borum. The present time. 

Senator Munpr. At the present time. When did you start jointly 
to represent Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Boerum. I think it was the first of February. 

Senator Munpr. You knew Mr. Carraway before that time? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Did you have any relationships with him, any 
business with him before that time? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever have any financial transactions with 
Mr. Carraway ? 

Mr. Borum. Previous to the first of February you mean, Senator? 

Senator Munopr. Yes. 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Munpr. You have a partnership with him as far as your 
representation of Mr. Hood is concerned ¢ 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. I am not clear whether your testimony is to the 
effect you were $1,750 or $2,250 total in the Mississippi committee. 

Mr. Borum. Perhaps I can clear that up, Senator. Along about 
in April or May of last year, Mr. Hood asked me to go to New York 
and confer with some bankers respecting a large tract ‘of timber which 
he was anxious to purchase. I spent a week in New York and returned 
and went to Mississippi, prepared to go to Mobile to talk further with 
some bankers. 

Mr. Hood prior to that time asked me to draw a draft on him for 
$500 to take up my expenses, which I did. He for some reason best 
known to himself did not honor the draft but later gave me a check 
for $ ase to cover the draft. 

Now I think that is where he is probably—the only place that I can 
put my finger on the discrepancy betwen the $1,7: 50 and the $2,250, 
but that did not come out of committee funds. 

Senator Munpr. His testimony was that he paid you $2,250. 

Mr. Borum. I will bear with him on that. He probably is under 
that impression, but it is erroneous. 

Senator Munpr. Your testimony is you received only $1,750? 

Mr. Boerum. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Your relations with Mr. Dawson were described 
this morning as being very casual. I think you said you saw him last 
in December. 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. You went over to the White House to wish him a 
Merry Christmas, that you had seen him before that 6 months at an 
earlier date. Did you ever take any of these characters who belong to 
the Mississippi Democratic Committee to the White House for con- 
ferences? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever take any of them to the White House 
for any purpose ¢ 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Munpr. Never went with any of them? 

Mr. Boerum. No. 

Senator Munpr. Did you introduce any of them to Mr. Dawson ? 

Mr. Borum. At the luncheon only. 
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Senator Munpt. Just the one time at the luncheon? 

Mr. Boerum. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Did you make any appointments for any of them 
with Mr. Dawson ? 

Mr. Borum. No; Not that I can recall. 

Senator Munpr. Think as hard as you can now and see whether you 
can recall making any appointments for any of this committee with 
anybody in the White House. 

Mr. Boru. I believe I made an appointment for Mr. Mize to see 
General Vaughan. 

Senator Munpr. What was that appointment about ? 

Mr. Boru. That was a matter of some military matter concerning 
Mr. Mize’s nephew. 

Senator Munpr. Was Mr. Vaughan able to fix things up all right, 
do you know? 

Mr. Borum. I don’t think so. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have a White House pass? 

Mr. Boru. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Are you known to the White House guards so that 
you can move freely in and out of the White House grounds? 

Mr. Borum. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Let me read you testimony of your associate, Mr. 
Rogers, for whom you were working. I was interrogating the wit- 
ness down in Jackson. To Mr. Rogers I said: 

You or Mr. Boehm have never been to any Government building in Washing- 

ym: 
; Mr. Rocers. I don’t remember that I have ever been in any Federal building 
with him. 

Did you ever go to the White House with him? 

Mr. Rogers. Yes, sir. 

Either you or Mr. Rogers are commiting perjury, you recognize 
that? There is a direct conflict in testimony. That, of course, will 
have to be brought to the attention of the Department of Justice. 

Senator MunptT. That is a Government building. 

Mr. Rogeks. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why did you go to the White House with him? 


meaning you. 


Mr. Rocers. I recall one afternoon he and I went over there together. 
Senator Munpr. Did Mr. Boehm have entree with the White House guards? 
Mr. Rocers. He got in all right. He didn't get shot. 

Senator Munpt. He was pretty well known? 


meaning you. 


Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Senator Munpt. He could get you in? 

Mr. Rogers. He never carried me in or notice given to anybody. 

Senator Munptr. Who had you been to see in the White House in the afternoon 
when they let you in there? 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Dawson. 


it is your testimony then that Mr. Rogers was perjuring himself 
under oath before a committee of the United States Senate in that 
testimony, is that right, Mr. Boehm ? 

Mr. Borum. Senaor, I do not recall ever having been to the White 
House with Mr. Rogers. 

Senator Munpr. You would recall if you had been there, would 
you not? 
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Mr. Borum. I think so. 

Senator Munpr. You do not go in and out so frequently. 

Mr. Boru. No, I don’t. 

Senator Munpr. If you had been there you would have recalled it? 

Mr. Borum. I believe I would. 

Senator Munpr. Not having recalled it, it is your testimony you 
did not go there. How well acquainted were you with Mr. Boyle? 

Mr. Borum. Casually. 

Senator Munpr. What do you mean by “casually”? You make con- 
tacts with him, do you, for friends of yours or clients? 

Mr. Boru. Not at all. 

Senator Munpr. Never have? 

Mr. Borum. No. 


Senator Munpr. What is your relationship with Mr. Boyle? 
Mr. Borum. None. 


Senator Munpr. Did you ever contact him in any connection with 
the activities of the Mississippi Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Borum. I believe I sat in on the beginning of a conference 
that he had with Mr. Hood and Mr. Mize one day before he became 
the chairman of the committee, 


Senator Munpr. Did you ever make any appointments for your 
major client, Mr. Hood, with Mr. Boyle? 
Mr. Boru. No. 


Senator Munpr. You never contacted Mr. Boyle on behalf of Mr. 
Hood ? 


Mr. Boru. Not that I can recall. 


Senator Munpr. Never made any appointments, never undertook 
any assignments for him? 
Mr. Boerum. No. 


Senator Munpt. Your employer, Mr. Hood, was being interrogated 
in the Jackson hearings by Mr. Flanagan. Mr. Flanagan said: 


I am talking about political affairs or political-personal affairs, not strictly 
personal affairs. 


I had better go back a little further to get the line of questioning? 
Mr. FLANAGAN. What other specific matters did he assist you on? 
Going back further : 


Mr. FLANAGAN. Did Mr. Boehm ever arrange any contracts with the De- 
partment of Agriculture on this matter? 

Mr. Hoop. I don’t know. ‘There was one conference with representatives of 
the Department of Agriculture about the matter that I did not attend, but I 
think Phil Mullen and I don’t know who all went, but I did not go. I Was in 
Washington at the time but I did not. Mr. Boehm may have attended that. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. What other specific matters did he assist you on? 

Mr. Hoop. Mr. Flanagan, I will just make it allinclusive, I believe, and state 
that Mr. Boehm conferred with me on practically all matters that I had any 
occasion to discuss with anybody in Washington. I just can’t remember all 
of them 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Did you ever seek Mr. Boehm’s assistance in connection with, 
or his advice in connection with, Government construction contracts in this area? 

Mr. Hoop. In connection with Government construction contracts? 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop, Are you talking about my personal affairs now? 

Mr. FLANAGAN. No. I am talking about political affairs or political-personal 
affairs, not strictly personal affairs, 

Mr. Hoop, I may have; yes, sir. I think I asked Mr. Boehm to assist me in 
some manner in getting Bill Boyle to notify me of construction projects, any 
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information that they had, so that I could release the publicity to the papers 
rather than have the Senators or Congressmen do it. 


Mr. FLANAGAN. Why would you use Boehm to contact Mr. Boyle in a matter 
like that? 


Mr. Hoop. Because, frankly, I couldn’t get Boyle about a tenth of the time. 


I couldn’t see him. Boehm could, maybe. Maybe that is why. Boehm knew 
him better than I did. 


Mr. FLANAGAN. Boehm knew him better than you did? 
Mr. Hoop. Yes. 


Mr. FLANAGAN. And had more ready access to Boyle than you did and it 
was necessary to use Boehm? 

Mr. Hoop. I would think so. He has known him for a long time. 

Now it appears there that you did contact Mr. Boyle for Mr. Hood, 
unless Mr. Hood is also perjuring himself before the committee down 
in Jackson. Since he is your empolyer, I would not think you would 
want to allege that he is a perjurer. 

Mr. Boru. I would not allege it. He may be mistaken, but I don’t 
recall talking to Mr. Boyle or in behalf of Mr. Hood other than the 
one time that I mentioned. 

Senator Munpr. Then your testimony is that Mr. Hood is falsify- 
ing his testimony before a committee / 

Mr. Born. I did not say that. 

Senator Munpr. You can’t both be right. Is he falsifying? 

Mr. Boru. He can be mistaken. I can only recall the one occasion. 

Senator Nixon. Will the Senator yield? 

Senator Munpr. I yield. 

Senator Nixon. Could I put the question this way, Mr. Boehm. 
Are the facts stated by Mr. Hood true or untrue / 

Mr. Borum. I think Mr. Hood, Senator—let me answer it that way, 
I think Mr. Hood—asked me to do that and probably inferred that 
I was proceeding along those lines, but I never did. Mr. Boyle is just 
as hard for me to get a hold of as he is for Mr. Hood. 

Senator Nrxon. Then the facts are not true as stated ? 

Mr. Borum. Well, I can only state for myself that I have only con- 
tacted Mr. Boyle on one occasion. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, Mr. Hood has reason to make the 
statement that he did. 

Mr. Boru. He could have had reason. He probably advised me 
to call Mr. Boyle. Of course, that is a very sophomoric request 
anyhow. 

Senator Nrxon. Did you tell Mr. Hood it was a sophomoric request ? 

Mr. Borum. I did. 

Senator Nixon. Oh, you did, and yet Mr. Hood so testified before 
the committee. He apparently did not consider it to be sophomoric. 

Mr. Borum. No; apparently not. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever contact anybody in the White House 
on behalf of Mr. Hood ¢ 

Mr. Borum. Is that respecting the committee, Senator, or any 
of his enterprises or anything ? 

Senator Munpr. Our committee was completely unable, Mr. Boehm, 
to disentangle the affairs of Mr. Hood the man and the politician in 
Jackson, so I will leavethat to you. Idonot know. 

Mr. Boru. To say that I had contacted somebody in the White 
House on behalf of Mr. Hood 


Senator Munor. In either capacity, either as a businessman or 
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Mr. Borum. Would mean that I was trying to further either his 
political aspirations or further his business. 

Senator Munpr. That is right. 

Mr. Boerum. Now, I did not contact anybody in furtherance of his 
business. 

Senator Munpr. Did you contact anybody in furtherance of his 
political aspirations ¢ 

Mr. Borum. I have testified to that, that I contacted Mr. Dawson. 

Senator Munpr. You testified that, you introduced him to Mr. Daw- 
son at a luncheon / 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. I am asking now whether you contacted Mr. Daw- 
son or Mr. Harry Vaughan or any other go-between in the White 
House in connection with Mr. Hood’s political aspirations or his busi- 
ness transactions. 

Mr. Borum. I don’t think I did. I am certain that I did not. 

Senator Munpr. You are certain that you did not / 

Mr. Born. I know certainly I did not for his business. 

Senator Munpr. You are positive you did not at least as far as busi- 
ness is concerned ¢ 

Mr. Borum. As far as his business is concerned. 

Senator Munpr. Let me read you some testimony from Jackson. I 
will go back a ways. Mr. Flanagan was inquiring of Mr. Hood in 
your connection, ‘He said: 


I am interested in what he— 
mez aning you— 


was going over to the White House for. 
Mr. Hoop. I don’t say he was going over to the White House. He was going 
over— 


there are some blanks. The transcription is incomplete. 


” 


When I say “We will be there,” I meant in Washington. He— 


referring to you— 
Was going to try and sell the cross ties for me of one of my companies. 
That is a business transaction. 


Mr. FLANAGAN. What did that have to do with the White House? 

Mr. Hoop. Well, at that time he concluded that he was going to get a letter 
of introduction from somebody in the White House introducing him in Paris to 
certain people with whom he was trying to do business for me to furnish cross 
ties for the French national railways, and I had done the same type business with 
Greece and Turkey without anybody's help, on a competitive bidding basis and 
I didn’t know that there was anything illegal in having a letter of introduction 
from the White House as an introduction of a foreigner in another country. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Did Boehm go to the White House as your personal representa- 
tive or as a representative of the Mississippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Hoop. That he did as my personal representative— 


strictly a business transaction, strictly in conflict with your earlier 
testimony, strictly a case of perjury either for you or Mr. Hood, I do 
not know which. Who do you say is perjuring in that case / 

Mr. BoruM. Senator, I am not a judge. 

Senator Munpr. No; but you are a witness. 

Br. Boru. I am a witness and I am under oath, and I have never 
asked any member of the White House for anything commercial. 

Senator Munpr. For what? 

Mr. Borum. For anything commercial. 


82406—51——-32 
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Senator Munpr. As to asking them to pay you money in cash or 
something like that, I am not alleging that you did. I am quoting 
the sworn testimony of your employer, Mr. Hood, and he testifies in 
direct conflict with you that he asked you to go over and get a letter 
of introduction for him and that you went. 

Mr. Boru. He asked me to, but I did not go. 

Senator Munpr. Did you tell him you went ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I don’t think I did. 

Senator Munpr. I think you. would probably do well to add that 
modification, because Mr. Hood certainly thinks that you went, and 

testified that you went, said it was part of your job for which he was 

paying you to go as his personal representative in a business trans- 
action. Were you of any assistance to Mr. Hood in getting this timber 
contract down in South Carolina ? 

Mr. Borum. What timber contract is that, Senator? 

Senator Munpr. You testified you went up to New York and you 
went down to Alabama. 

Mr. Borum. Oh, that had nothing to do with South Carolina. That 
was a tract of standing timber in Mississippi. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Hood does have a big timber contract in South 
Carolina, does he not ? 

Mr. Borum. I have no idea what his full ramifications are. He is 
cutting quite a lot of wood there. 

Senator Munpr. Have you had any connection whatsoever with his 
timber business in South Carolina ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Munpr. You have not interceded in his behalf in that 
connection at all? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Munpr. That is all for the time being, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hory. Any other questions? 

Senator Nixon. Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hory. Senator Nixon. 

Senator Nrxon. Mr. Boehm, did I understand that you testified 
that you did have some dealings on behalf of clients who were inter- 
ested in obtaining loans from the RFC? 

Mr. Boru. Yes; I testified to that this morning. 

Senator Nixon. And those clients compensated | you for that work ? 

Mr. Borum. Yes; I testified to that, too. 

Senator Nrxon. In how many instances did I understand that 

appened ? 

Mr. Bornm. One instance where a loan was successful ; yes. 

Senator Nrxon. You received a fee in that instance? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator Nixon. What was it—$300? 

Mr. Boru. $300. 

Senator Nixon. What was the purpose of that fee? 

Mr. Boerum. Well, the purpose of that fee was probably to tide me 
over my out-of-pocket expenses. I have a considerable program com- 
ing up with that particular client. 

He has developed, if I may enlarge a little bit here, he has developed 
a unique process of manufacturing | paper pulp from farm wastes, and 
I am interested very much in his future, and, if his program goes 
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over, his immediate program goes over, we intend to broaden it con- 
siderable. 


Senator Nrxon. Did he get the loan ? 

Mr. Boru. He got the loan; yes. 

Senator Nrxon. When was the fee paid, before or after? 

Mr. Bornm. After. 

Senator Nixon. The fee was paid after the loan? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Nrxon. After the business was obtained / 

Mr. Born. That is right. 

Senator Nrxon. The business which he had hired you to look after 
for him. Now I understand you said this morning that you were 
not an attorney. 

Mr. Bornm. That is correct. 

Senator Nixon. My recollection of the law is that there is a question 
concerning the legality of payment of fees to other than attorneys, 
to those who obtain RFC loans. Mr. Flanagan, 
the subcommittee on that point? 

Mr. FiuanaGan. We have a letter here that we can read in the record 
if you like. 

Senator Nixon. Yes. 

Mr. Fianaean. It is a letter signed by James L. Dougherty, the 


general counsel for the RFC, April 25, and is marked “Exhibit 
No. 46”: 


can you enlighten 


Exnutisir No. 46 


This letter replies to your inquiry regarding the RFC’s interpretation of the 
following provision of the RFC Act, as amended. 

“(d) No fee or commission shall be paid by any applicant for financial assist- 
ance under the provisions of this Act in connection with any such application, 
and any agreement to pay or payment of any such fee or commission shall be 
unlawful.” 


That is the end of the act. Now here is the continuation of the 
letter : 

The prohibition against the payment of fees or commissions by applicants for 
loans, substantially as quoted, has been a part of the RFC Act since it was first 
enacted and has been uniformly interpreted by the Corporation as meaning that 
no fee or compensation for obtaining financial assistance from RFC legally may 
be paid by an applicant. This, however, has never been held to preclude the 
payment by an applicant of fees to accountants, engineers, attorneys, or others 
rendering services necessary for proper presentation of this application to the 
Corporation. 


On June 1, 1933, Stanley Reed, Esq., then general counsel of RFC, stated the 
view of RFC as follows: 

“It is our view that, although the prohibitory provisions of sections 5 and 
201 (i), to which reference has been made, preclude the payment by an applicant 
of a fee or commission in connection with his application for a loan, they do not 
prohibit the payment of fees to attorneys for services rendered in preparing and 
compiling legal and factual data necessary for the proper presentation of his 
application.” 

The letter continues: 


On March 4, 1949, the Chairman of the RFC, in a letter to Senator Robert A. 
Taft, stated with reference to the provision under discussion: 
“This section does not prohibit the payment of fees for professional or other 


services rendered in the actual preparation of the application and supporting 
documents. 


“The Corporation has always exercised great care in differentiating between 


legitimate services for which reasonable compensation should be paid and efforts 
which constitute outside influence or lobbying.” 
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The letter continues: 


Certainly there is no provision in the act which makes legal or even justifies 
the payment of money or other compensation for the exercise of influence 
pressure (political or otherwise), friendship, et cetera, to the end that a loan 
may be made. 

Before concluding, may I direct your attention to the fact. that the provisio: 
of law quoted in the first paragraph of this letter indicates that only the perso; 
who pays or agrees to pay a fee or commission shall be guilty of violating the 
law. The statute is silent with respect to the receipt of any such fee or com 
mission. You will observe also that there is no penalty or punishment pro 
vided for violation of the provision, unless it be concluded that section 11 (}) 
of the RFC Act contains language which is broad enough to impose a penalty fo: 
violation of the provision. The last part of section 11 (b) contains the follow 
ing language: 

“* * * or any person who willfully violates any other provision of this 
Act, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000, by imprisonment fo. 
not more than five years, or both.” 

Sincerely yours. 

Mr. Cracun. Mr. Chairman, might I make an observation in con- 
nection with what has just been read, and it is apart a little from my 

‘apacity here for Mr. Boehm. 

It seems to me that there is a genuine function of very high eet 
service which could be rendered by this committee, and a matter which 
I hope the committee will take cognizance of. I feel that I am not 
speaking out of order in my capacity as chairman of the national com 
mittee of the section of administrative law of the American Bar As- 
sociation which has for, I believe now, 4 years unsuccessfully en- 
deavored to interest the Congress in legislation which would govern 
the matter of appearances before any agency of the Government in 
a representative capacity. 

I had occasion to write an article which appeared in the February 
1948, American Bar Association Journal in which I called attention 
to the fact that, so far as what is now known as the National Defense 
Establishment is concerned, anyone whosoever, a felon, a minor, a 
lunatic, can appear in a representative capacity in an adversary case 
even in any of those departments, and accept a fee for it. 

It seems to me that to the extent that that effort of the bar associa- 
tion, the American Bar Association, can be keyed into some of the 
general investigations of this committee to see that the ethics, at least, 
which are binding upon attorneys are also binding on others who 
appear here in a representative capacity, unless they are otherwise 
bound, of course—there are accountants and engineers who do have 

canons of professional ethics of their own—that at least to that extent 
the public be accorded the protection, then indeed the committe would 
have performed a worth-while service, and with your leave, sir, I will 
write the committee calling attention to the legislative history of the 
bills which have been introduced in earlier Congr esses and the bills 
pending here which are before the respective Committes on the Judi- 
ciary of the House and Senate. I do not have the numbers at my 
fingertips. 

Senator Nrxon. What services did you render, Mr. Boehm. What 
services did you render to your RFC client? 

Mr. Borum. Well, we made a pretty thorough study of his ability 
to produce a profit, based on any three functions of his business, and 
we used that as a basis to prove that the loan could be repaid. That 
was my primary function. 
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Senator Nixon. Did you help to prepare the application ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I did not. 

Senator Nixon. You did not prepare any documents? 

Mr. Born. No. 

Senator Nixon. You made a study, and then to whom did you convey 
the results of the study ? 

Mr. Born. To, I think, one of the examiners at RFC. I don’t re- 
call which one was handling it now. 

Senator Nixon. How did you convey that—in writing or orally? 

Mr. Boerum. In writing. 

Senator Nrxon. In writing. By letter to the examiner? Do you 
recall which examiner ¢ 

Mr. Borum. Well, it wouldn't be in my file. It would be in the 
White House file, because it is over his signature. 

Senator Nixon. Over whose signature # 

Mr. Boru. Over the signature of the White House Paper Co. 

Senator Nixon. This document was prepared by you / 

Mr. Boru. It was prepared by the president of the White House 
Paper Co. working with me. 

Senator Nixon. What interest do you have, if any, in the White 
House Paper Co. ? 

Mr. Boru. I have none whatever. 

Senator Nrxon. What interests will you have in the future? 

Mr. Borum. I have no idea. 

Senator Nrxon. You used the pronoun “we” a moment ago. 

Mr. Borum. We are pretty close friends. The president of the paper 

company and myself have grown to be very close friends. 

Senator | Nixon. I recognize the friendship, but you also used the 
term “we,” as I recall it, in the sense that you were expecting that the 
company would show some considerable success in its operations. 

Mr. Boru. Well, when I used the term 

Senator Nrxon. You meant that you were just interested in a 
friendly way in the company ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I don’t mean that. 

Senator Nrxon. Will you have an interest in the company finan- 
cially ? 

Mr. Boerum. I will elaborate there a little further, Senator. With 
his process, if it is as good as he claims it is, it would be a relatively, 
[ should say—not relatively simple, but it would break down a lot of 
barriers to establish plants all over the country close to farm areas 
and produce paper of the type that he produces at probably half the 
cost of the current cost of paper, and my program is this. 

That as quick as it is demonstrated that he has this process which he 
claims he has, he has got it past the pilot stage and he is producing 
pulp right today for use in his machine, that I will go out and talk to 
some financial people that I know. I have already ¢ talked with some 
financial people in his behalf to interest them in purchasing a royalty 
for him to produce the paper under his patents. 

Senator Nrxon. You have no interest in the company at all? 

Mr. Bornm. None whatever. 

Senator Nixon. No understanding that you will have an opportu- 
nity to obtain an interest ? 

Mr. Borum. I am not looking for an interest that way. I would be 
looking for either a salary or compensation in some way from the 
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royalty that would accrue to the White House Paper Co. because of 
these patents. We haven’t gotten that far along yet. 

Senator Nixon. In other words, you contemplate, then, either com 
pensation by salary or by percentage of the profits. 

M. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator Nrxon. Now was that understanding reached before you 
took up the RFC loan ? 

Mr. Boru. No; it has been developed since. I believe it has bee 
developed since. I don’t think I had any sort of an understanding 
like that previously. 

Senator Nixon. Do you know Mr. Young, Merle Young? 

Mr. Bornm,. Yes; I know Mr. Young. 

Senator Nrxon. Did you talk with him about this contract ? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator Nixon. Do you know Mrs. Young? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator Nrxon. Did you discuss this RFC loan with anybody in the 
RFC? 

Mr. Boru. Yes, I did. 

Senator Nixon. With whom? 

Mr. Boru. I discussed it with the examiners and they told me at the 
time that they had recommended approval of the loan, but the Board 
wavered on it and had refused the loan, refused to pass the loan. 

Senator Nixon. Where did that occur, that discussion ? 

Mr. Borum. That occurred here in Washington. 

Senator Nrxon. Where? At the office of the examiners, at your 
office, or some other place ? 

Mr. Borum. At the office of the examiners. 

Senator Nixon. How often did you discuss it with the examiners’? 

Mr. Boerum. I think on one occasion. 

Senator Nixon. Which examiner did you discuss it with ? 

Mr. Borum. Let’s see what his name is. 

Senator Nrxon. How long ago was it? 

Mr. Boerum. Oh, it has been 2 or 3 years ago. I haven’t seen him 
since, but I can’t recall his name. 

Senator Nrxon. Is he still with the RFC? 

Mr. Boru. I think he is. 

Senator Nrxon. And you discussed the loan with no one else outside 
the RFC or inthe RFC? 

Mr. Boru. Yes; I did discuss it further after I learned that the 
matter was a border-line case. 

Senator Nrxon. And then with whom did you discuss it? 

Mr. Boru. Then I called the Chairman, Mr. Hise, and made an 
appointment with him. Mr. Heilveil and myself went in to see him. 
The examiner’s name is Morris. He called in Mr. Morris and I asked 
him if there was any way possible that the loan could be passed, and 
he said that the only way that he could think of that it could be passed 
was to resubmit it to the Review Committee, which they did, and it 
was ultimately passed. 

Senator Nrxon. You felt to a certain extent that was the result of 
vour intervention ? 

’ Mr. Boru. There was a technicality in it, Senator. I think the 
technicality had been cleared up in the time between the denial of the 
loan and the time we called on Mr. Hise. The technicality had some- 
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thing to do with a bond substantiating the fact that the plant would 
be constructed. 

Senator Nixon. Did you discuss this loan with anybody else other 
than the representatives of the company and the representatives of 
the RFC that you have mentioned ? 

Mr. Borum. Not that I can recall. 

Senator Nrxon. You never discussed it with Mr. Young? 

Mr. Boerum. No. 

Senator Nrxon. With Mr. Boyle? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Nixon. What was the amount of the loan ? 

Mr. Boru. $200,000. 

Senator Nrxon. And the fee was $300 ? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Nrxon. That is rather a modest fee, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Borum. I think so, but it has got a good potential. 

Senator Nrxon. It is a good potential. 

Mr. Born. That is right. 

Senator Nixon. You had no understanding of the potential at the 
time you obtained the loan ? 

Mr. Boru. No; but by that time the president of the company and 
Lhad become pretty good friends. 

Senator Nrxon. Did you know the president of the company before 
he met you on this loan ? 

Mr. Borum. Well, he had met me probably a year before that and 
he had worked on the loan himself or through other medium. I don’t 
know what up to that particular point. 

Senator Nrxon. But my point is that your first connection with the 
president of the company was a business connection, is that correct ? 

Mr. Borum. It was a business connection, that is correct. 

Senator Nrxon. And you still charged him a $300 fee ¢ 

Mr. Borum. That is correct. 

Senator Nixon. And no understanding that you were to have an 
interest in the company ¢ 

Mr. Borum. No; no understanding with him whatsoever. 

Senator Nrxon. But you have now. 

Mr. Borum. Well, we have a general broad gage plan which we hope 
to operate under which I outlined to you a few moments ago. 

Senator Nixon. Is this a pattern that you follow in other cases with 
your clients, that is, a very modest fee with 

Mr. Boru. I have done a considerable amount of charity work. 

Senator Nixon. Would you consider this to be charity work? 

Mr. Borum. No; but it borders on it, though. 

Senator Nixon. You mean at $300? 

Mr. Boerum. That is correct. 

Senator Nixon. But not a percentage in the company ? 

Mr. Borum. Not if it develops as I hope it will develop, it will be 
anything but a charity case. 

Senator Nixon. That is all I have. 

Senator McCarruy.Let me ask a question. Do I understand on this 
deal you were to get $300? They needed $200,000 to develop the com- 
pany, and if it does develop, in addition to the $300 you will get an 
interest in the company ? 





496 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Mr. Boru. No; I didn’t say that, Senator. I explained awhile ago 
that our program is this—— 

Senator McCarruy. What is your address ¢ 

Mr. Boru. My address? 

Senator McCarruy. Yes. 

Mr. Bornm. 1025 Connecticut. 

Senator McCarrny. And where are your books located now ? 

Mr. Borum. They are with my counsel, I mean my accountants. 

Senator McCarruy. Where are they located ? 

Mr. Borum. 1010 Vermant. 

Senator McCarrny. 1010 Vermont? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator McCarrny. Mr. Chairman, I am not going to put this in 
the form of a motion, and the reason I do not is because all of the 
members of the majority party are not here and I do not want to be 
in the position here of outvoting the majority, but I am going to ask 
the Chair to order this man to produc e all of his books and records so 
the staff may go over them. 

Senator Hory. I am going to make a statement about that at the 
conclusion of the testimony. 

Senator McCarruy. One other question. You mentioned that you 
made a contract with someone, you contacted General Vaughan on a 
military matter? I missed that, I believe. Can you tell us more about 
that? 

Mr. Bornm. I don’t know any more about it, Senator. 

Senator McCarrny. Tell me what was the military matter? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t recall what the military matter was. Judge 
Mize, the Federal judge in Mississippi, has a son who had some Army 
problem, and what the problem was, I don’t know. 

Senator McCarruy. And you put him in touch? 

Mr. Boru. That is correct. 

Senator McCarrny. Was he being drafted ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I think he was already i in service. 

Senator McCartiuy. Was he trying to get out of service? 

Mr. Borum. No. I believe he is an officer. I don’t know what the 
problem was. 

Senator McCarrry. You do not have any idea what Judge Mize 
wanted Vaughan to get for his son? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. None whatsoever ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrny. You mean you do not remember or you did 
not know at that time? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t think I knew at the time. 

Senator McCarrny. Then what did Judge Mize do? He came to 
vou and said, “I have a military matter I want to discuss with 
Vaughan.” 

Mr. Boru. He said he would like to have an appointment to see 
General Vaughan. 

Senator McCarrny. In regard to some difficulty his nephew was 
having? 

Mr. Boru. He did not say it was a difficulty. 

Senator McCarrny. In regard to his nephew, did he say ? 

Mr. Bornm. Yes. 
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Senator McCarrny. Have you ever met the nephew? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you know his name? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrny. Was it Judge Mize’s son? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator McCarrnuy. How do you spell it, M-i-z-e? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator McCarruy. What is the judge’s first name? 

Mr. Boru. Sidney, I believe. 

Senator McCarruy. No further questions. 

Mr. Cracun. Mr. Chairman, I did have a word of objection to speak 
in connection with request that has been made to the committee. 

Senator Hory. I will hear you later about that. Mr. Flanagan 
wants to ask a few more questions about another matter. 

Mr. Fianacan. Before you go on to the next matter, just to clarify 
this White House loan, do I recollect your testimony, Mr. Boehm, 
that you received only $300? 

Mr. Boru. Yes, I made a mistake to you the other day, Mr. Flana- 
gan, in saying I got $500, but in looking at my records I see it was 
$300. 

Mr. Frianacan. In addition to that $300, did you get any expenses ? 

Mr. Borum. No; I don’t think so. 

Mr. Fuanacan. From the White House Paper Co. or any of its 
officers ¢ 

Mr. Boerum. I might have, but it would be $5 or $6, or something 
fike that. 

Mr. Fuianacan. Did you ever have any financial transactions with 
Mr. Heilveil or any member of his family other than this $300 you 
have testified was your fee in connection with this RFC loan? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Mr. Frianacan. Have you ever had any financial transactions of 
any kind with any officer or director of the White House Paper 
Corp. ? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Have you ever had any financial transactions of 
any kind with any relative? 

Mr. Boerum. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Of any of the White House Paper Corp. ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Mr. Fianagan. By “financial transactions” I would include the re- 
ceiving of any cash or checks from any of those persons. 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. Or their relatives? 

‘Mr. Boru. No. 

Mr. Frianacan. Mr. Boehm, are you acquainted with an attorney 
in Natchez, Miss., by the name of B. C. Callon? 

Mr. Bornm. Yes; I met him. 

Mr. Frianacan. Did you ever have any business dealings with him, 
Mr. Callon ? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In connection with Government matters ? 

Mr. Bornm. Yes. 





498 ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Mr. Fianacan. Will you explain to the committee what those deal- 
ings were? 

Mr. Borum. There were certain accreted lands on the Mississippi 
side of the Mississippi River that had been unclaimed for about a 
period of 100 or 150 years. The old colored gentleman that owned 
the property originally began payment for those accreted lands and 
paid everything but about $45. 

They were desirous of obtaining a patent on that land so as to clear 
the title. I succeeded in getting ‘them the patent out of the Depart- 
ment of Interior. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you collect a fee for obtaining that patent from 
the Department of Interior? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Mr. Fianacan. How much? 

Mr. Boru. $1,000. 

Mr. Fianacan. How much of a fee did you demand in that case! 

Mr. Boru. I don’t think I demanded any fee. 

Mr. Fianacan. How much of a fee did you ask for in that case? 

Mr. Born. I don’t think I asked for anything beyond $1,000. 

Mr. Franacan. Did you ask Mr. Callon for a fee of $5,000 in that 
case plus a share in the profits, mineral and oil profits? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t think so. I don’t think I asked him directly. 
No; Iam sure I did not, in fact. 

Mr. Fuanacan. If Mr. Callon would have advised the staff of this 
committee that you did, he would be mistaken, is that correct? 

Mr. Borum. He would be mistaken. 

Senator Nixon. Mr. Flanagan, could I interpose a question there? 

Mr. Fianacan. Go ahead. 

Senator Nixon. Did you discuss a share of the profits or a potential 
$5,000 fee with anyone? 

Mr. Boru. Yes: I discussed a share of the profits. 

Senator Nrxon. With whom ? 

Mr. Boru. Mr. Callon. 

Senator Nixon. When ? 

Mr. Boru. At the time. 

Senator Nrxon. What was the discussion ? 

Mr. Boerum. I don’t recall what amount accrues to me, but I believe 
it is about, it may be 10 percent, but I don’t recall. I can look that 
up, Senator. 

Senator Nixon. Did Mr. Callon reject the suggestion of the share of 
the profits? 

Mr. Boru. Oh, no; he has given the share of the profits. 

Senator Nrxon. You havea share of the profits ? 

Mr. Boerum. I have a share of the profits. 

Senator Nrxon. Ten percent? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t recall what the percentage is. 

Senator Nixon. Did you discuss a $5,000 fee with him ? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Senator Nrxon. With anyone? 

Mr. Borum. No; I am positive I did not. . 

Senator McCarruy. Did I understand you to say you do not re- 
member what share of the profits you are getting? 

Mr. Borum. No. It is almost a share of nothing, Senator, so I 
wouldn’t remember it. 
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Senator McCarruy. Do you have a written contract on that ? 

Mr. Boru. Yes, I do. 

Senator Nrxon. Excuse me, Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Fianacan. Exactly what did you do, Mr. Boehm, to get this 
Jand patent from the Interior Department ? 

Mr. Boru. I beat their doors down until they give it to me. 

Mr. Fianacan. Whose door did you beat down ? 

Mr. Born. Well, the people who handle the patent matters over 
there. I think the man’s name was Handcock. I called on him every 
day. 

Mr. Fuanacan. For how many days? 

Mr. Borum. About 2 months, maybe 3. 

Mr. Fianacan. When did you first start work on this case, do you 
recollect ? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t recollect. 

Mr. Fianacan. Do your records show ? 

Mr. Boru. My records would show; yes. 

Mr. Fuianacan. They will show exactly the time you spent on this 
case ¢ 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Were you aware of the fact that very shortly before 
you got in this case that certain members of the congressional delega- 
tion from the State had written letters to the Interior Department 
asking about this land, and were advised that title could be proved by 
merely putting up $43 for costs? 

Mr. Boeum. I believe I have the copies of the letters that they wrote, 
and I don’t believe that they show that. 

Mr. FuanaGAan. Here is a letter dated August 26, 1949. That was 
just about the time you got into the case, was it not? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Fianaean. The letter, in any event, is directed to Senator 
Eastland in response to a previous communication by—TI can’t read 
the name. I think it is Mr. Falch, the acting director of the Bureau 
of Land Management, in which he says: 


Exuistr No. 47 


I have your letter of August 15 enclosing a letter from Mr. B. C. Callon, attorney 
at law, Natchez, Miss., concerning the issuance of a patent for the— 


and then he describes the land. 


The decision of this date, copy enclosed, requires an additional payment of 
$438.20, covering the additional area of 21.60 acres at the rate of $2 an acre. A 
copy of this decision is being served on Mr. B. P. Holzberg, the attorney who 
has entered his appearance in the matter. As soon as the payment has been 
made, further action can be taken toward issuance of a patent on this land. The 
patent, when issued, will be without reservation of any minerals. 

Since the way has been opened for issuance of an unrestricted patent, upon 
making of the payment as specified above, it appears that this matter can be 
handled administratively, and without recourse to any new legislation. 


And I might say Senator Eastland has stated in that event a special 
bill was being submitted to consider the matter, and the case was closed. 
Senator Stennis, I understand, received similar communications from 
the Interior Department, and Congressman John Bell Williams of 
that area. Now do you have any recollection when you got into the 
case? 
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Mr. Boru. No, I don’t. 

Mr. FLanacan. You recollect that vou received payment in the ver) 
first part of October ? 

Mr. Boru. It might have been. 

Mr. FLanaGan. And that you received your $1,000 fee at that time ’ 

Mr. Borum. That is right; it might have been. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Mr. Boehm, i in connection with another matter, did 
you ever receive any fee or retainer or advance from a group of men, 
including Charles Myers and E. Magrudermeyer and Calvin | 
Williams? 

Mr. Bornm. Not as such. 

Mr. Franacan. What did you receive from them ? 

Mr. Boeum. I received a fee from Mr. L. E. Norsworthy. 

Mr. Fianacan. Who is Mr. L. E. Norsworthy ? 

Mr. Boru. He is a man representing Myers and Williams. 

Mr. Firanacan. How much was the fee received 

Mr. BoruM. $25,000. 

Mr. Fuanacan. What was the fee for? 

Mr. BoEum. Services to be rendered. 

Mr. Firanacan. What type of services were you to render for this 
$25,000? 

Mr. Boru. They were interested in buying heavy equipment and 
they were interested in dismantling obsolete war plants. 

Mr. Franacan. You say they were interested in buying heavy 
equipment. I assume you mean from war surpluses? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Mr. Fiuanacan. And what was the second thing you said? 

Mr. Boru. Dismantling surplus war plants. 

Mr. Franacan. In other words, your entire agreement with these 
people for which you received $25,000 was that you would use your 
best efforts to help them obtain the type of war surpluses in which 
they might be interested ? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Is that it? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator McCarruy. May I interrupt, Mr. Flanagan ? 

This afternoon when you told me you could not recollect another 
individual from whom vou had received a fee in connection with your 
contacting a Government agency, a Government official—you recall 
that, do you not? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Senator McCarrny. At that time had you canes this $25,000? 

Mr. Born. It is probably about 4 years old or 3 

Senator McCarruy. At that time, had you forgotten the $25,000? 

Mr. Boru. I think so; yes. 

Senator McCarruy. You could not remember at all, then? You 
could not remember the $25,000 fee at all ? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator McCarrny. And when did it come to your mind ? 

Mr. Borum. When Mr. Flanagan reminded me. 

Senator Nixon. How many fees larger than $25,000 did you have 
in the last 4 years ? 

Mr. Boru. None. 
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Senator Nixon. The biggest fee you have had in 4 years? 

Mr. Borum. That is right. 

Senator Nixon. You did not remember. That is all. 

Mr. Franacan. Mr. Boehm, did you ever perform any other serv- 
ices for this $25,000 other than to use your best efforts to assist them 
in obtaining war surplus? 

Mr. Borum. I still regard myself as an employee of Mr. L. E. Nors- 
worthy. He calls me quite frequently. He lways has some ideas in 
mind. 

Mr. Franacan. Always in connection with war surplus? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Mr. Franacan. Well, what else are you doing for him? 

Mr. Borum. I am not doing anything currently for him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. When was the last time you did anything for him 
or this group that he represented ¢ 

Mr. Bornm. Last time I did anything for him was when they were 
interested in purchasing two plants owned by Standard Oil at Baton 
Rouge, La. 

Mr. Franacan. When was that ? 

Mr. Bornm. Two years ago. 

Mr. Firanacan. And that is the last transaction of any kind 
which you attempted to help them / 

Mr. Borum. That i is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. It is my understanding from your previous testi- 
mony that the $25,000 fee that they paid you was to be paid to you in 
connection with obtaining war surplus or plants, war plants? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. When did you receive that $25,000 fee, do you 
recollect 

Mr. Bornm. I think it was in November of 1947. 

Mr. Fianacan. Was that the $25,000 that went into your bank 
account at the Security Savings and Commercial Bank of Washing- 
ton, D. C., on October 31, 1947? 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 

Mr. Franacan. That would be that fee. At that time did you 
advise Mister—what was the name of the go-bet ween ? 

Mr. Boru. Norsworthy. 

Mr. FranaGan. Norsworthy or any of the other groups, Mize, 
Myers, or Williams, that you were associated with in this venture to 
get him war surplus with any other person ? 

Mr. Boru. It did not come about with me that way. 

Mr. Fianacan. That is not responsive to my question. I asked 
you whether you advised Mr. Norsworthy or the three men a4 he was 
representing whether there was any other person associated with you 
in assisting them to get war supplies. 

Mr. Boru™. I did not know the three men at the time that were 
connected with him. I only knew Mr. Norsworthy. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you tell that to Mr. Norsworthy? 

Mr. Boru. I don’t think I mentioned it one way or another. 

Mr. FianacGan. I will ask the question in a different way. Did you 
at that time, in the fall of 1947, advise Mr. Norsworthy that you were 
associated with any other person or persons in your efforts to obtain 
war surpluses for this group ? 

Mr. Borum. I did not. I will answer it that way. 
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Mr. FLanacan. At a later date, did you ever advise Mr. Norsworthy 
that you were associated with any other person in an effort to obtain 
these war surpluses for that group ? 

Mr. Boru. I did not. 

Mr. Fianacan. Were you in fact ever associated with any person 
in your efforts to obtain war surpluses for this group? 

Mr. Borum. I was associated with Herschel Young. 

Mr. Fianacan. When did you become associated with Herschel 
Young? 

Senator McCarruy. Is that Merle’s brother ? 

Mr. Borum. That is Merle’s brother. 

Senator Munpr. Will you identify him further? Is he a lawyer? 
What was his position ! 

Mr. Boru. He is, I think, an electronics expert. 

Senator Munpr. Is he in the Government or out of the Government ? 

Mr. Borum. I don’t know where he is now. 

Senator Munpr. Where was he then? 

Mr. Boerum. He was out of the Government then. 

Senator Munpr. Private employment ? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. When did you first become associated with Her- 
schel Young in a business way ? 

Mr. Boru. Probably in the middle of October of 1947. 

Mr. Frianacan. And how did you become associated? Did the 
two of you enter into some type of an agreement ? 

Mr. Borum. We had a number of things that we were working 
on together, and we decided to form an association. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you form it in writing? 

Mr. Borum. No. 

Mr. Fianacan. It was just an oral agreement between yourself 
and Herschel Young that you would be jointly engaged in what type 
of business ? 

Mr. Boerum. Industrial relations, industrial consulting. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Were you going to try to sell surplus, Army sur- 
plus, or buy it? Were you going to try to buy or sell Government 
surplus? 

Mr. Borum. I was going to try to buy Government surplus plants 
for Mr. Norsworthy. 

Mr. Fianacan. When did you first enter into any financial arrange- 
ment or agreement with Mr. Young? 

Mr. Borum. About the middle of October in 1947. 

Mr. FranaGan. What kind of an agreement was that? 

Mr. Borum. That we would pool our efforts and share the profits. 

Mr. Fianacan. I am talking about financial agreements. Is that 
the only financial agreement? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. I said share the profits. 

Mr. Frianacan. Did you open up any joint accounts with Mr. 
Young? 

Mr. Bornm. We did. 

Mr. Firanacan. When did you open up a joint bank account with 
Mr. Young? 

Mr. Borum. Sometime in November. 

Senator Munopr. Is that Merle Young, now, or his brother? 

Mr. Borum. His brother. 
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Mr. FuanaGan. This is Herschel Young. Did you open up a joint 
bank account at your bank, the Security Savings and Commercial 
Bank of Washington, on November 4, 1947? 

Mr. Boerum. I would say that that is true. 

Mr. Franacan. And opened it up with a deposit of $10,000? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Which $10,000 was part of the twenty-five that 
you had deposited in your own account some 4 or 5 days previously ? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Mr. Fuanagan. And to your recollection now, where was Herschel 
Young then employed 4 

Mr. Borum. He wasn’t employed. 

Mr. FranaGan. What was his last employment ? 

Mr. Borum. With the War Assets. 

Mr. FuanaGan. What was his job with War Assets? 

Mr. Boerum. I think he was in the real estate section or electronics, 
I don’t recall. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Was he still on annual leave from the War Assets 
Administration ? 

Mr. Borum. That I couldn’t say. 

Mr. Fuanacan. The records of the War Assets Administration 
show—and this will have to be checked further—that Herschel Young 
was employed in War Assets Administration on November 9, 1945, 
and left the Administration on February 12, 1948. 

Now, as I say, we do not pass whether he was on annual leave at 
the time he went into this agreement, or even if he was on annual 
leave, what implications there might be in this matter. 

Senator Nrxon. Mr. Flanagan, if I might interpose there, if he 
was on annual leave it would not affect at all from a legal standpoint, 
or for that matter from a moral standpoint, an arrangement of this 
type. You were not suggesting that, were you? 

Mr. FuanaGan. Senator, I was saying I did not know what the 
situation was. 

Senator Nrxon. In other words, the records you have introduced at 
this point show no break of employment from °45 to °48, is that cor- 
rect ? 

Mr. Fuanacan. That is true, that is correct. 

Senator Horry. That would be a matter for further investigation. 

Senator Nrxon. Yes, I understand, Mr. Chairman, but I did not 
want the annual leave implication to be left in the record that way. 

Mr. Franacan. Was Herschel Young in your office continually, 
I would say daily, from around the first of November 1947, until you 
severed your relationship with him? 

Mr. Boerum. That is right. 

Mr. Fianaaan. Did he say at that time that he was working for 
War Assets ¢ 

Mr. Borum. I was certain that he wasn’t. He didn’t say. 

Mr. Firanacan. Why were you certain that he wasn’t? 

Mr. Borum. Well, he was in my office every day. 

Mr. Fuanacan. He could not be in both places at the same time? 

Mr. Boerum. Not very handily. 

Mr. Horry. We will make further inquiries with reference to that. 
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Senator Nrxon. Mr. Chairman, could I follow that line of inquiry 
for just one moment ? 

Senator Hory. Yes. 

Senator Nixon. Mr. Boehm, have you had any other dealings with 
Mr. Young—Mr. Herschel Young—other than this contract that has 
been mentioned ¢ 

Mr. Boru. Well, we pooled all of our accounts at that time, 
Senator. 

Senator Nixon. He was your partner? 

Mr. Borum. Well, in effect we had a joint bank account. 

Senator Nrxon. You had a joint bank account ? 

Mr. Boerum. That is right. 

Senator Nixon. Did you share in any business that he brought in 4 
This was your client, I understand. 

Mr. Borum. Well, yes; I would say that I did share in some of his 
accounts that he brought in. 

Senator Nixon. Did he bring some accounts in? 

Mr. Bornm. He had one account, the Fan Steel Metallurgical Co. 

Senator Nixon. Did any fees result from that client? 

Mr. Boru. Yes; I think that there were one or two payments from 
that client. I don’t recall exactly. 

Senator Nixon. Did Mr. Young have anything to do with the $25,000 
fee and the work leading to that fee? 

Mr. Boru. Yes; he did. 

Senator Nixon. What did he do? 

Mr. Bornm. He undertook the first negotiation of it. 

Senator Nrxon. With whom? 

Mr. Borum. With Mr. Norsworthy. 

Senator Nixon. Did he have anything to do with the War Assets 
Administration or any other Government agency in that phase of that 
business ¢ 

Mr. Borum. You mean did he pursue any matters for Mr. Nors- 
worthy ¢ 

Senator Nrxon. No. 

Mr. Born. No; he did not. 

Senator Nrxon. Have you had any dealings with Mr. Merle Young? 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Nixon. Have you ever discussed with him at any time any 
business that you might have with Government agencies? 

Mr. Boru. No; I don’t think I have. 

Senator Nixon. You are sure of that? 

Mr. Boru. Quite. 

Senator Nrxon. You have never discussed with him any RFC 
business ¢ 

Mr. Boru. No. 

Senator Nixon. You testified to that effect with regard to the $300 
fee. 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator Nrxon. And you never discussed with him any other busi- 
ness relationships with the Government ? 

Mr. Boerum. No. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, I want to be sure I understand 
about this $25,000 fee. Am I right in my understanding that you 
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split that fee with Mr. Herschel Young so that $12,500 was yours and 
$12,500 was his? 

Mr. Born. It did not quite work that way, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. Did you report the $25,000 as your income in 
your income tax in 1947? 

Mr. Borum. I don’t recall how I handled that now. I recorded 
part of it as personal income and part as parnership income. 

Senator Munpr. But if you split the fee you did not report the 
whole $25,000 as your income. 

Mr. Borum. No, I didn’t report the whole $25,000 as my income. 

Senator Munpr. If you split it with him, you must have certainly 
some idea how you split a fee like that, whether you gave him a third 
or a half or two-thirds. 

Mr. Boerum. As I recall, he received $5,000 initially and then $10,000 
went to our joint account. 

Senator Munpr. So that he got about $10,000 ? 

Mr. Boru. Well, I would have to consult my books to see if he 
did. 

Senator Munpr. I do not think anybody asked you so far this after- 
noon or this morning, Mr. Boehm, about your relationship with Mr. 
Bob Moore, the assistant Democratic national chairman to Bill Boyle. 
Apparently you had some connections with him. What were your 
associations with Mr. Bob Moore? 

Mr. Borum. I know him, that is all, Senator. I think I had one 
occasion for a personal friend when I wrote him asking if this per- 
sonal friend’s father could be maintained in some Michigan post 
office. 

Senator Munpr. Did you make some contacts, appointments, by 
telephone or in any other way with representatives of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee and With Mr. Moore? 

Mr. Boerum. I don’t think I had to. They probably knew him 
better than I did. 

Senator Munpr. Their testimony was to the other effect, that you 
did know him better and that you made some appointments by 
telephone. 

Mr. Borum. I might have made a couple of telephone appoint- 
ments with Mr. Moore with the view that these boys would arrive in 
town the next day and would he be available. 

Senator Munpr. That is what they testified to. I think it would 
be helpful for the record, Mr. Boehm, if you would sketch in briefly 
your experiences in public or private life from the time you left college 
until now. Where were you born? 

Mr. Boerum. Salem, Mo. 

Senator Munpr. You got acquainted wth these other people, I sup- 
pose, then in Missouri, Mr. Moore and Mr. Hood? They are both 
from Missouri. 

Mr. Borum.. I don’t know whether Mr. Moore is a Missourian. I 
am sure Mr. Hood isn’t. 

Senator Munpr. You know Mr. Dillon, don’t you? 

Mr. Bornm. Yes; I know Mr. Dillon. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Dillon was one of the attorneys who was in- 
strumental in bringing Mr. Hood and the committee into being. He 
also is from Missouri. 

Mr. Boru. Yes. 
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Senator Munpr. Now, go ahead, You were born in Salem, Mo. 
You can skip until the place you graduated from college. Apparently 
you are a college graduate, an industrial engineer. From your college 
graduation up to now what has been your line of activity? W hat 
college did you graduate from ? 

Mr. Borum. I did not graduate from college. 

Senator Munvr. How did you get to be an industrial engineer? 

Senator McCarruy. Did you go to an engineering school ? 

Mr. Borum. I went for about a year at the Univ ersity of Detroit. 

Senator Munpr. Studied engineering there? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. After you became an industrial engineer by going 
to college in Detroit, what after that? 

Mr. Borum. Well, for about 3 years I worked for Stone & Web- 
ster Engineering Corp. 

Senator McCarruy. May I interrupt? You went a total of 1 year 
to college ? 

Mr. Boru. Probably about that, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. What year was that? 

Mr. Borum. 1928-29. 

Senator McCarrny. You could not get into the University of De- 
troit Engineering School with 1 year “of college work, so you were 
never at an engineering school, were you ? 

Mr. Bornm. That was their engineering division. 

Senator McCarruy. U niversity of Detroit in 1928—if T am w rong 
correct me—required 2 years of work in liberal arts before you could 
enter engineering college; isn’t that right? 

Mr. Boru. I will have to differ with you on that, Senator. 

Senator McCarruy. Were you in engineering school ? 

Mr. Boru. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCartruy. No preliminary college work; is that right? 

Mr. Boru. That is right. 

Senator McCarrnuy. And what type of work did you take in engi- 
neering ? 

Mr. Boru. I was studying structural engineering, architectural 
engineering. 

Senator McCarruy. How far did you go, we will say, in calculus? 

Mr. Borum. About a half a year. 

Senator McCarrnuy. How far did you get? 

Mr. Borum. About a half a year. 

Senator McCarrnuy. How far in calculus, integral? 

Mr. Bornm. Integral. 

Senator McCarruy. Did you get up that far? 

Mr. Boerum. Yes. 

Senator McCarrny. In half a year? 

Mr. Borum. Yes. 

Senator McCartny. What other type of calculus did you take? 
How much calculus did you take? 

Mr. Borum. Well, most of my 

Senator McCarrny. I am interested in knowing how you got to 
be an engineer. What mathematics did you have? 

Mr. Borum. I had algebra and trig and descriptive geometry, 
analytical geometry, and a part of calculus. 

Senator McCarry. What else? 
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Mr. Borum. Chemistry, physics, and drawing; lab practice. 

Senator McCarrny. You do not claim you are a qualified engineer, 
do you? 

Mr. Born. I am a registered professional engineer. 

Senator McCarrny. How did you get to be registered ¢ 

Mr. Boru. Practicing it for 8 or 10 years. 

Senator McCarruy. What type of engineering work ? 

Mr. Boru. Well, civil, mechanical, thermodynamics. 

Senator McCarruy. Where did you first work as an engineer ? 

Mr. Boru. For Stone & Webster Engineering Co. 

Senator McCarruy. How long did you work there? 

Mr. Borum. About 2 years. 

Senator McCarrny. And what type of work? 

Mr. Boru. Surveying, laying out transmission lines. 

Senator Munpr. Will you proceed from there. That is a Detroit 
firm, is it, Stone & Webster? 

Mr. Boru. No; that is a Boston firm. 

Senator Munpt. Where did you go from there? 

Mr. Borum. I worked for the St. Louis County Highway Depart- 
ment for 3 or 4 years as a highway engineer. : 

Senator Munpr. Was that a political appointment or a professional 
appointment ? 

Mr. Boru. No; it was just a job. 

Senator M'unpr. You worked there 3 or 4 years? 

Mr. Boerum. I don't recall. Probably 3 years. 

Senator Munpr. Where did you go from there? 

Mr. Boru. I went into the air-conditioning business. 

Senator Munpr. Manufacturing ? 

Mr. Boerum. No; as sales, contracting, engineering. 

Senator Munpr..For a St. Louis firm ? 

Mr. Boerum. Three different St. Louis firms. 

Senator Munpr. Over a period of about how long? 

Mr. Borum. Up to 1940, I think it was. 

Senator Munpr. Where did you go from there? 

Mr. Boru. I worked for Frazier Brace Engineering Co., a war 
contractor building 18 TNT production lines. 

Senator Munpr. Where was that? 

Mr. Borum. That was located at Wellington Springs, Mo. 

Senator Munpr. You went to work for them in 1940 and worked 
for them how long? 

Mr. Boru. It was a matter of about 2 years—a little better. 

Senator Munpr. From there what did you do? 

Mr. Boru. I went to work for Federal Works Agency in Wash- 
ington. ; 

Senator Munpr. Here in Washington? 

Mr. Boren. That is right. ; 

Senator Munpr. What was your classification ? 

Mr. Borum. P+. 

Senator Munpr. What was the nature of your work? 

Mr. Boerum. It was war public-service work involving equipping 
hospitals, approving plans or storm sewers, and streets, pavement. 
Senator Munpr. Who recommended you for the PWA position? 
Senator Hory. Senator, just 1 minute. They are having a quorum 

call on the floor. 
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Senator Munpr. Well, we are up to ’42, we have got ‘51 to g 
Who recommended you for the position for the PWA ? 

Mr. Borum. Representative Seaens Bell, of Missouri. 

Senator Munpr. And you served with PWA how long? 

Mr. Borum. One year. 

Senator Munpr. Where did you go next ? 

Mr. Boru. I went back to St. Louis and disposed of my property 
and from there, or at the time I did four or five lay-out engineering 
projects, one for the Federal Reserve bank, one for Owens Illinoi- 
Glass. 

Senator Munpr. Serving as an industrial consultant? 

Mr. Borum. As a mechanical and electrical engineer. 

Senator Munpr. How long did that position last? 

Mr. Boru. I completed that work in about 4 months. 

Senator Munpr. We are still in “43. Where did you go then? 

Mr. Boerum. No; we are up to “44 now. 

Senator Munpr. Where did you go next ? 

Mr. Borum. I opened up my own office in Washington in February 
of °45. 

Senator Munpr. That is your present position ? 

Mr. Borum. Present position. 

Senator Munpr. All right, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Flanagan. 

Mr. Frianacan. I want to state for the record so there will be no 
unfair implications one way or another in connection with the em- 
ployment of Herschel Young, that we obtained that informatio. 
today from the card files at the General Services Administration. We 
have not yet had an opportunity to review the personnel file, which 
we will do as soon as it is available. 

Senator Hory. Before we adjourn, Mr. Boehm, I want to call your 
attention to the fact it has been served on you to submit for examina- 
tion or produce for examination the records, papers, and correspon 
ence relating to any deals with the Government or any services pro 
posed to be ‘rendered by anybody with the Government. 

I want to say to you that we are not trying to inquire into any of 
your private business. We are not asking for you to give the sub 
committee anything relating to your employ ment with - private con 
cerns that do not have relation to the Government. We are only ask 
ing about this information with relation to the Government. 

Tam asking you to have your attorney examine the subpena which 
was served, and then I should like you to confer with the staff and 
make available to them an inspection of the records relating to Gov 
ernment employment, and I mean by Government employment an) 
employment that you had which required you to represent your clients 
with any Government aggqcy. 

You can confer with yotr attorney about that and you can advise ts 
as to whether or not you are willing to comply with the subpena which 
has previously been served. 

We had a call from the Senate that they are waiting for us to 
respond to a quorum call. I shall expect to hold another hearing 
later on. We have one or two witnesses. At that time we will pursue 
this matter further. 

Senator Nrxon. Just one point. Mr. Chairman, I would think that 
it would be of value to the subcommittee if counsel would submit 
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the record in which the witness described his services in obtaining 
the fee of $300 with the RFC to the general counsel of the RFC. 

Senator Horry. We will attend to that when we conclude the hear- 
ings. After the hearings are all over we will furnish to the Justice 
Department anything else, not only what takes place here but what 
tock place in Mississippi. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, is it broad enough to cover all the 
correspondence dealing with the Mississippi Democrats ? 

Senator Hory. Yes; that is right. 

Senator McCarrny. Just so the record will be clear, I understand 
the Chair has ordered in the presence of a quorum 

Senator Hory. I have requested, and then, of course, if that is not 
complied with, we will take it up. We have already served the sub- 
pena. I am requesting now that the witness comply with the sub- 
pena, and, if that is done, why of course that will be all. 

We will now take a recess until the further call of the subcom- 
mittee. 

(Whereupon, at 4:15 p. m., a recess was taken, subject to the call 
of the Chair.) 








ACTIVITIES OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITTEE 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 1951 


Senate INvEsTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE, 
CoMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES IN 
THE ExecurivE DEPARTMENTS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a, m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 51, 
agreed to January 29, 1951, first session, Eighty-second Congress, in 
room 357, Senate Office Building, Senator C lyde R. Hoey (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senator Clyde R. Hoey, Senator John L. McClellan, 
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, and Senator Karl E. Mundt. 

Also Present: Francis D. Flanagan, chief counsel; H. J. Hatcher, 
chief assistant counsel; Jerome S. Adlerman, assistant counsel; Car- 
mine S. Bellino, accounting investigator; and Ruth Young, clerk. 

Senator Horry. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Mr. Robert Moore. Mr. Moore, hold up your right hand. Do you 
solemnly swear that the testimony rg you give in this hearing 


shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 


Mr. Moore. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT M. MOORE, DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE 


Senator Horry. Mr. Moore, Mr. Donaldson, Postmaster General, is 
coming around, and we promised to take him first, but he had to go 
by the doctor’s ‘office for a little while, and when he comes in we may 
excuse you temporarily to examine him. 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. You can give to the reporter your name and your 
residence and your connection in Washington. 

Mr. Moore. Robert M. Moore, assistant ‘to the chairman, Democratic 
National Committee. 

Senator Hory. How long have you filled this position ? 

Mr. Moore. Since October 1943. 

Senator Horry. I believe, Mr. Moore, you said you had been with 
the committee since 1943 ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. And you are assistant to the chairman? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Moore, I believe that after the election in 1948 
the Democratic National Committee had some hearings to determine 
who would represent the party in Mississippi? 


51 1 
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Mr. Moore. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Senator Hory. Will you describe just what your proceedings were? 

Mr. Moore. At the first regular meeting of the Democratic National 
Committee, following the election, which was held August 23, 1949, 
the credentials committee recognized the acceptance of the credentials 
of Clarence Hood, Jr., as Democratic national committeeman—ac ting 
Democratic national committeeman, I should say—from Mississipp1, 
and so recommended that to the entire meeting of the Democratic 
National Committee. 

The national committee accepted and voted upon that, and voted to 
recognize Mr. Hood as acting national committeeman from Mississippi. 

Senator Hory. So, by action of the national committee, Mr. Hood 
was recognized as acting national committeeman from Mississippi ¢ 

Mr. Moore. That is night, sir. 

Senator Hory. I take it the committee did not have the legal au- 
thority to elect anybody as regular committeeman, and so they desig- 
nated him as acting committeeman ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right, sir. 

Senator Hory. After he was designated by the national committee 
at this meeting as acting national committeeman from Mississippi, 
what information or instructions did your committee give to the Post 
Office Department with reference to who would make recommenda- 
tions to fill positions in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. We suggested to them that they use Mr. Hood as 
adviser. 

Senator Horry. And that information was given to the Postmaster 
General ? 

Mr. Moore. To the Department. I am not certain 

Senator Hory. I mean the Department. 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. That meant, of course, this representative would 
make recommendations under the law for the appointment of post- 
masters, R. F. D. carriers, and others who came in the category of 
being recommended ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horr. I believe under the process the recommendation 
relates to eligibles who are on the list? 

Mr. Moore. Right. 

Senator Horry. The three highest, and one of that number could be 
selected ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Moore, when, if at any time, did you hear any 
complaint about the condition of affairs in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. That was, I judge, Senator—that was sometime around 
the latter part of February, because at that time 

Senator Hory. What year? 

Mr. Moore. 1951. 

Senator Horry. 1951? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir, because at that time the matter did come to the 
attention of the chairman, and he moved immediately on February 26 
to remove Mr. Hood from his position, declared it vacant. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall, Mr. Moore, of various conferences that 
you held with Mr. Mize from Mississippi, who is chairman of the 
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committee; Clarence Hood, who is national committeeman; Curtis 
Rogers, who is connected with the committee in Mississippi? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir, Senator; they were up here a number of times. 
Sometimes they came together; sometimes one of them would come up. 
Sometimes another. They were here quite a number of times, from 
the time of their recognition until this thing happened. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall any specific « conversations with any of 
these parties about any particular matters relating to the Mississippi 
jobs ¢ 

Mr. Moore. Not specifically, Senator. As I say, they were in rather 
frequently, I would say, and there were discussions about jobs and 
questions as to when there would be certain jobs or what jobs might 
come up from time to time. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember any connection that Mr. Boehm— 
Glenn Boehm—had with reference to either presenting these men to 
you or any conferences in connection with them / 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Boehm called me on at least two, possibly three, 
occasions, to say that either Mr. Hood or Mr. Rogers was coming to 
Washington on such-and-such a date, asking whether I would be in 
the office on that date. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember a recommendation being made to 
you by Mr. Hood with reference to a change in State counsel for the 
RFC in Mississippi; that Forest Jackson be appointed ? 

Mr. Moore. I do not, Senator. I do not recall that. 

Senator Horry. You do not recall that? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; I do not. 

Senator Horry. Do you recall having any letters from Hood to that 
effect ? 

Mr. Moore. I do not, Senator. 

Senator Horry. I suppose you had a number of different conferences 
with these people ¢ 

Mr. Moore. That is right. We had a good number of conferences, 
quite a bit of correspondence about different matters. I do not remem- 
ber that specifically. 

Senator Hory. Do you recollect a visit by Hood in which he dis- 
cussed with you the problem of Mr. Carraway, a phone call in June 
or July of 1949, in which Hood said that you asked him to recommend 
the postmaster at Columbus, Miss. ? 

Mr. Moore. I recall something about Columbus, Miss., yes; do not 
recall specific details of that, Senator. We had a call about that, and 
I called him, and as I remember I called him and asked him who he 
had suggested down there. 

Senator Hory. Well, no; Mr. Hood stated that you called him at 
Summerville, S. C., and asked him to recommend someone as regional 
director of the OPS in Mississippi, and he recommended Mr. Aaron 
Byrd; do you remember about that conversation ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator Hory. That was in line with the recomendation of Hood 
to pass on the recommendation ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator McCarrny. I wonder if the witness would speak a little 
louder. 

Senator Hory. Will you speak louder? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Hory. Mr. Moore, in your various conferences with any of 
these people who came up from Mississippi, was there any discussion 
had about the collection of contributions from those who received 
recommendations for appointment to these offices ? 

Mr. Moors, No, sir; there was not. 

Senator Hoey. I believe that at my request you furnished me a list 
of all of those who had contributed to the campaign fund to the na- 
tional committee back in the years 1949, 1950, and 1951? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir; we did. 

Senator Horry. I submit this list to you now and ask you if this is 
the correct list ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir; that is the correct list. 

(The list referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 48,” and will 
be found in the appendix on p. 605.) 

Senator Hory. That made a total of $546; was it? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Senator Hory. That is the total amount that was contributed by 
anybody in Mississippi? 

Mr. Moorr. That is right. At no time did we receive any contribu- 
tions from Mr. Hood or any of the members of the committee in that 
group. 

Mr. Hory. You did not receive any contributions from the Missis- 
sippi Democratic Committee? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. And from nobody actively alined with it, so far as 
you know? 

Mr. Moore. No, 

Senator Hory. These were individual contributions? 

Mr. Moore. These were individual contributions; yes; sir. 

Senator Hory. Over the years of 1949 and 1950 and 1951, it 
amounted to $546? 

Mr. Moorn. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hogy. Did the Mississippi committee offer to make some 
contribution at some time, or to give some part of the funds received 
from the Jefferson-Jackson dinner? 

Mr. Moore. Not to my knowledge; they never made any such state- 
ment. 

Senator Hory. I believe it was testified at one time that following 
one of the dinners that he was up here, and they offered to make some 
contributions, a division of the receipts from the dinner with the com- 
mittee, but he was told that they could get along without it and 
they probably needed it? 

Mr. Moore. I had no knowledge of that. I did ask the chairman, 
and he has no memory of any such offer. 

Senator Horry. Anyway, you did not receive any contributions 
from the Mississippi, Democratic Committee ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Senator Horry. Coming back to the question of endorsements, did 
you know, Mr. Moore, that any charges were being made for endorse- 
ments or any attempt being made to ) collect contributions from those 
who received endorsements for appointments in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. We certainly did not, Senator; no, sir. 

Senator Hory. There is some testimony given by some of those 
who have been examined heretofore with reference to a conference that 
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Mr. Hood and Mr. Jackson and Mr. Mize and Mr. Rogers had with 
you about these job-sellmg complaints, and they stated that when 
the matter was discussed that you sent them over to confer with Mr. 
Lawler, who was at the Post Office Department, and then they say 
that they went on and had this conference there and also Mrs. Murphy 
had some conversation with you about it. Do you recall specifically 
those conversations ¢ 

Mr. Moore. Senator, I do not recall any conversations with Mr. 
Hood or Mr. Mize or Mr. Rogers. I do recall having a conversation 
with Mrs. Murphy. She came up shortly before this, well, about the 
time this thing came-up, and she was very worried, because her hus- 
band was a rural mail carrier, and she was afraid that her activity in 
soliciting contributions might affect his position. 

Senator Horry. Do you remember about what date that was, Mr. 
Moore ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; I do not, Senator. I do not recall the exact 
date on it. 

Senator Hory. Was it 1951 or 1950? 

Mr. Moore, It was in 1951. 

Senator Hory. In 19514 

Mr. Moors. In 1951, yes, sir. And I told her that certainly her 
husband, as a Federal employee, could not solicit contributions or 
engage in any political activity; that she, as a member of the com- 
mittee and as an individual Democrat, could solicit contributions her- 
self, provided there were no strings attached to them. 

Senator Hory. Did you discuss with her as to whether or not she 
had solicited contributions from people who had been endorsed ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. That question did not come up. She told 
me that she had been actively promoting this dinner down there, try- 
ing to get her friends to attend the dinner and had solicited contri- 
butions from them, but no mention was made of any jobs or any- 
thing of that sort. 

Senator Hory. Do you recall a conversation in July of 1950 with 
any of these parties where you made an engagement for them to see 
Mr. Lawler over at the Post Office Department about this job-selling 
business ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; I do not. 

Senator Hory. You do not recall that conversation ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; I do not. 

Senator Hory. Did Mrs. Murphy testify that in the conversation 
with you that she got the impression that she would be reimbursed 
after the investigation for such sum as she had returned to people 
who had bought Jackson Day tickets; do you remember anything 
about that ? 

Mr. Moore. I do not recall that question having come up at all. I 
think, Senator, as I remember, she said at the time that she had done 
quite a bit of traveling in this connection and had been out quite a 
bit of expense, but she said nothing about reimbursement. 

Senator Hory. I believe Mrs. Murphy testified that Mr. Moore, 
that is, you, you told her that Rogers or the Jackson people were 
using her to get money, and you told her she should not have ac- 
cepted contributions at the time when she was securing recommenda- 
tions for the position appointments; do you remember any conversa- 
tion of that sort at all? 
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Mr. Moore. I donot. I am confident that did not even come up. 

Senator McCrietian. Mr. Moore, when did you decide to take the 
patronage away from the duly elected representatives of the people 
of Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. That was following the national committee meeting. 
I would say, Senator, that was in, let’s see, August 23, 1949; as a 
matter of fact, on August 26, 1949, a press release was issued from 
the committee recognizing Mr. Hood as acting national comitteeman. 

Senator McCiettan. Who made that decision ? 

Mr. Moore. Well, the decision, I would say the decision, I would 
Say, was made at the national committee meeting upon the recom- 
mendation of the credentials committee that they be recognized. 

Senator McCarruy. Tlie recommendation of who? 

Mr. Moore. Of the credentials committee. 

Senator McCuietian, That was in 1949? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir; August 23. 

Senator McCretzan. From whom did you receive notice that such 
a change in policy was to be made? 

Mr. Moore. I do not say that there was any official notice, Senator. 
It was just a custom that when we got a new member of the national 
committee that we recognized them, that we consulted them on patron- 
age. It has been the custom and tradition ever since I have been with 
the committee. 

Senator McCrietzan. The national committeeman is not the one 
who is generally recognized as the authority or the source of recom- 
mendation for post-office appointments in a State where all members 
of the congressional delegation are Democrats; is that correct? 

Mr. Moore. That is correct, yes, sir, generally. 

Senator McCreitxian. This was unusual ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Senator McCietxan. I understood you to say that the credentials 
of Mr. Hood and his group were approved ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right; yes, sir. 

Senator McCievtan. What kind of credentials—self appointed, 
was it not? 

Mr. Moore. No; they presented to the credentials committee at that 
time the minutes of a meeting held in, I believe it was, Jackson, Miss., 
by this group which they said was a legally constituted group, met 
the requirements of the laws of Mississippi. 

Senator McCietian. Who represented to you that it was a legally 
constituted group ¢ 

Mr. Moore. I should have brought those with me, Senator. 

Senator McCrietian. Mr. Hood said he knew that it was not. 

Mr. Moore. That it was not? 

Senator McCietian. Yes, sir; in his testimony. 

Mr. Moore. Well, the minutes of the meeting they presented were 
signed by the secretary of the committee who, at that time, was B. C. 
Beasley, and they were presented by Forrest Jackson who was attor- 
ney for Mr. Hood, as I understand it. 

Senator McCrietian. The group itself was a self-appointed group, 
was it not? 

Mr. Moore. They said 

Senator McCieLitan. Never had been elected under the laws of the 
State of Mississippi, had no legal standing under the laws of that 
State governing officials of the Democratic Party ? 
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Mr. Moore. It was a convention of the pro, well, for want of a 
better word, the pro-Truman group. 

Senator McCietian. I believe they testified that at that meeting 
some 30 or 35 attended. 

Mr. Moore. I do not know that, Senator. 

Senator McCuie.tian. The fact is that you do know now, at least, if 
you did not then; you know that the committee, the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee, had no legal standing at all under the laws of the 
State of Mississippi; you know that, do you not / 

Mr. Moore. I could not say, Senator, because that was a matter that 
was passed on by the credentials committee. 

Senator McCiettan. That was passed on by the committee iteelf 
with the recommendations of the credentials committee of the na- 
tional committee ¢ 

Mr. Moore. That is right, Senator. 

Senator McCieuian. Did you give instructions, or who did give in- 
structions to the Post Office Department to recognize Mr. Hood as the 
endorsement authority for the State of Mississippi é 

Mr. Moore, Senator, I cannot answer that definitely. I assume that 

did it, because I handle most of the patronage matters for the 
chairman. 

Senator McCrieczan. If you did it, to whom did you give such 
instructions ¢ 

Mr. Moore. I am not certain at that time whether Mr. Burke was 
handling the matters, whether Mr. Lawler was handling them. I 
could not tell you for sure. 

Senator McCietxan. I believe Mr. Lawler testified that he had only 
been in this position for 1 year. 

Mr. Moore. Then I think it must have been Mr. Burke. 

Senator McCie.itan. Mr. Burke was his predecessor ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator McCievxan. In all probability then, if you gave the in- 
structions you gave them to Mr. Burke? 

Mr. Moore. The chances are. 

Senator McC.Le..tan. Not to Mr. Lawler? 

Mr. Moore. The chances are. 

Senator McCientan. Mr. Lawler testified, I believe, that he found 
the records indicating that was the procedure to be followed when 
he took the position. 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator McCiettan. When Mr. Hood was removed, what official 
notice did you give him of his removal ? 

Mr. Moore. There was an immediate release, a press release by the 
chairman, on February 26, declaring vacant the post of Democratic 
national committeeman for Mississippi. 

Senator McCietuan. I believe Mr. Hood testified that he had never 
received any notice of it. 

Mr. Moore. He may not have received any direct notice. 

Senator McCte.ian. None sent, so far as you know? 

Mr. Moore. Not so far as I know. It was just announced to the 
press. 

Senator McCiettan. We want to clear this up completely. There 
has been some intimation, and let us get the record straight on it. Were 
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you at any time or anyone else connected with the Democratic com- 
mittee, so far as you know, at any time contacted by anyone represent- 
ing the White House, representing the President, and given instruc- 
tions in connection with reference as to how the patronage should be 
handled in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. I was not, Senator. 

Senator McCietian. There was no contact, there was no consulta- 
tion as between the Democratic committee and the President or any 
of his immediate representatives at the White House regarding this 
matter before the action was taken ? 

Mr. Moore. Not to my knowledge, Senator. Immediately following 
the meeting of the national committee and the action of the national 
committee, we officially recognized Mr. Hood as the adviser. 

Senator McCLe.uan. In other words, the national committee takes 
the full responsibility 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. For making the decision—— 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator McCuietian. Not to recognize the elected representatives of 
the people 

Mr. Moore. Well 

Senator McCiettan. Which is generally the custom ? 

Mr. Moore. Well, in this case, Senator, let us say that we made the 
decision to recognize Mr. Hood as the acting national committeeman 
and in accordance with the custom of our committee, we do want to 
work with our national committee members in each State on patronage 
and other matters. 

Senator McCietitan. Whether that was the brutal thing to do, or 
had any legal status or not, the committee is the one that made the 
decision and has the full responsibility for having made it and for 
the consequences that flow from it; is that correct ? 

Mr. Moore. Senator, I do not know whether I could specifically 
answer that. 

Senator McCietian. I do not mean that you are responsible for 
what somebody may have done in Mississippi, but for setting the 
process in motion. 

Mr. Moore. Yes, it is. 

Senator McCie.ttan. You are responsible for that. 

Mr. Moore. It is the responsibility of the national committee. 

Senator McC.Letian. I want to absolve the White House from any 
blame, any connection with it whatsoever, if it was not so connected. 

Mr. Moore. It was not so connected, I am positive, certain. 

Senator McCietitan. The committee takes the responsibility; let 
it rest where it belongs. 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Senator McCietian. And the Post Office Department simply car- 
ries out the instructions generally from the chairman of the national 
committee with reference to patronage matters; is that not correct ! 
That is correct, is it not? 

Mr. Moore. Oh, yes. 

Senator McCietitan. And so the Post Office Department in this 
instance simply acted in accordance with instructions received from 
the national committee? 
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Mr. Moore. Yes; we asked them to recognize Mr. Hood as adviser. 

Senator McCie.xan. It is not quite clear to me when you first had 
some knowledge or information of these charges or reported condi- 
tions in Mississippi. When did some infor mation first come to you 
about it ? 

Mr. Moore. On February 26, 1951. 

Senator McCretian. You had no knowledge of it at any time up 
until then ? 

Mr. Moore. Not anything at all on that, Senator, that was tangible, 
and the moment it did come to the chairman’s attention he moved 
that same day to stop it. 

Senator McCuiettan. February 26, was that the date—what date 
did you say it first came to your attention ? 

Mr. Moore. February 26, 1951, is the date of the press release. With 
your permission, I would like to read this. 

Senator McCiettan. Yes; that will be all right. I want to get 
that date established first when it first came to your attention. 

Mr. Moore. This press release dated February 26, 1951. 


Chairman William M. Boyle, Jr., of the Democratic National Committee today 


sent the following letter to Senators John C. Stennis and James O. Eastland, 
of Mississippi. ; 

“T have read your statements in regard to improper activities by 
purporting to represent the Democratic Party in Mississippi. 

“As I said in a public statement last Wednesday, I heartily welcome any 
investigation in regard to the activities of any such individual, and I want you 


to know that I will wholeheartedly cooperate with anyone conducting such an 
investigation.” 


Mr. Boyle simultaneously declared vacant the post of democratic national 
committeeman for Mississippi and stated that the vacancy would be filled in 
accordance with the provisions of the laws of Mississippi regarding the election 
of party officers. 

Senator McCietuan. Is that immediately following the remarks of 
the two Senators on the floor of the Senate regarding conditions that 
obtained down there? 

Mr. Moore. That action, I believe, was taken just prior to removing 
Mr. Hood—it was taken just prior to that. I do not have the exact 
time. 

Senator McC.etitan. The records will show the date of their re- 
marks, about the same time, either just before or just following. 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiLettan. What I want to try to determine, as I under- 
stand you, you had had no report or information regarding these 
conditions down there prior tothe time that this press release was 
issued ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right. As soon as any 

Senator McCeuian. Have you talked, or had you talked to Mrs. 
Murphy prior to that time, your conference with her was prior to that 
time, was it not? 

Mr. Moore. I talked with her once before, Senator, prior to this last 
time when she came in worried about her husband. 

Senator McCLet.an. Have you talked to her since that time? 

Mr. Moore. Only this time when she came up and talked to me about 
her husband and worried about his job. I haven’t talked to her since 
that time. 

Senator McCiet.ax. That conversation is what I want to determine 


that you have referred to, was subsequent to the action taken removing 
Mr. Hood? 


persons 
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Mr. Moore. I am sure it was, Senator; yes, I am sure it was after 
that; I am sure it was. 

Senator McCreuxan. I think she testified at that time, as I recall 
her testimony, she testified that in this conversation with you that 
she was assured that the accepting of voluntary contributions from 
those who sought appointments or who received appointments was 
strictly legal and that they could be taken, could be accepted, but that, 
of course, you could not sell a job; did you have any such conversa- 
tion with her? 

Mr. Moore. I did not, Senator. She asked me whether it was all 
right to solicit. 

Senator McCueitian. She asked you what? 

Mr. Moore. She asked me—said, “Am I wrong and will it affect my 
husband’s job in soliciting contributions from my friends to attend 
this dinner?” And I said it should not, “as long as your husband has 
no part in it, if it is you doing it yourself.” 

Senator McCiettan. Now from your testimony then, her concern 
was she had reported to you her soliciting funds or selling tickets for 
a dinner down there, and she was concerned as to whether that would 
affect her husband’s status ? 

Mr. Moore. Phat is right. 

Senator McCietian. As a rural mail carrier ¢ 

Mr. Moore. That is right, yes, sir. 

Senator McCietxan. Did you have any such conversations as I 
have related with either Mr. Rogers or Mr. Hood or Mr. Mize? 

Mr. Moore. I am certain I did not, Senator, because if any question 
came up—— 

Senator McCiettan. There is some testimony in the record of such 
conversations with either you or the post office officials, Mr. Lawler, 
one of them or both, that they were given assurances that they could 
accept voluntary contributions from anyone who applied for a recom- 
mendation or who received an appointment. Did you ever give such 
assurances to any of these folks in Mississippi who were identified 
with this committee ? 

Mr. Moore. I did not, Senator. And I certainly would not have, 
because we do not operate on that basis at all. 

Senator McCieixian. I cannot see that anyone would have given 
any such representations, but there is testimony to that effect. I could 
not conceive that anyone would have. 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. What is your process of handling the matter 
now since you have declared that office vacant down there; what pro- 
cedures are you now following, that is, the Democratic Committee now 
following with respect to appointments in Mississippi? 

Mr. Moore. We are accepting the recommendations of the Members 
of the Senate and the House. 

Senator McCietLan. You have returned to the orthodox procedure 
now, have you? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCretian. Of taking the elected Representatives’ recom- 
mendations, rather than these more or less self-appointed and self- 
constituted sources of authority ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCreiian. All right. Thank you. 
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Senator Hoey. If you will step aside just temporarily, we will hear 
Mr. Donaldson. 

Will you hold up your right hand? Do you solemnly swear that 
the testimony you will give in this hearing shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Donaxpson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF POSTMASTER GENERAL JESSE M. DONALDSON 


Senator Hory. You can give your name to the reporter and your 
position. 

Mr. Donavpson. My name is Jesse M. Donaldson, Postmaster 
General. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Donaldson, how long have you been Postmaster 
General ¢ 

Mr. Donaupson. Since December 16, 1947. 

Senator Horry. How long have you been with the postal service ? 

Mr. Donaupson. Approximately 45 years. 

Senator Hory. You have grown up in it / 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Horry. Mr. Donaldson, I believe that the evidence of Mr. 
Moore is that notice was given through Democratic National Com- 
mittee to your Department, the Post Office Department, that you would 
recognize Mr. Clarence E, Hood, as the person to make recommenda- 
tions with reference to the appointments under the law in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember when your Department received 
this notice of the designation of Mr. Hood as the man to make these 
recommendations ¢ 

Mr. Donaxtpson. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman. It was received in the 
Department in the form of a letter from the chairman of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee, addressed to the then First Assistant Post- 
master General who had immediate jurisdiction over these appoint- 
ments. The letter is dated July 5, 1949, addressed to Mr. Vincent C. 
Burke, the First Assistant Postmaster General, and reads as follows: 

With the exception of the third district in Mississippi we shall appreciate it in 
the future if you will contact Hon. Clarence Hood, national 
Century Building, Jackson, Miss., and use him as adviser. It 
satisfactory to go ahead as usual in the third district. 

Signed by William M. Boyle, Jr., Democratic National Committee. 

Senator Hory. You understood, of course, that that meant that 
Ww hen vacancies occurred or appointments were to be made in the postal 
service that you would contact Mr. Hood and advise with him with 
reference to recommendations é 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right, Mr. Chairman. The general pro- 
cedure is that when an eligible registry is received, the reference to 
appointments of postmasters and rural carriers, that the eligible regis- 
ter is sent to the adviser for his comment and any suggestions he cares 
to make. There is no request that he make a recommendation. And 
there is a paragraph in the letter that is sent to him that his reeom- 
mendation must not be based upon politics or race, origin, or religion, 
and it is an invitation to the adviser to make a suggestion as to which 
one of the eligibles might be considered for selection. 
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Senator Hory. Usually there are three on the eligible list, are there 
not ? 

Mr. DonaLpson. Sometimes—well, sometimes the Civil Service Com- 
mission is unable to obtain a full eligible register. There may be just 
one on the list. There may be two, or a full eligible register of three. 
In either event we send the copy of the list to the adviser. 

Senator Hory. In this instance, you sent them to Mr.. Hood after 
you were notified ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right. 

Senator Hory. And you acted upon his recommendations just as 
you would upon the recommendations of the advisers in other States? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hory. Do you remember a conference in your office some- 
time about July, 1950, when Mr. Hood was present, probably maybe 
others from Mississippi, when they discussed with you something about 
the job selling in Mississippi? 

Mr. Donaxtpson. No, sir, Mr. Chairman. There was never any dis 
cussion in my office with Mr. Hood or anybody else concerning the job 
selling that far back. I do not know whether I would know Mr. Hood 
if I saw him. I met him only once, and at the time I met him there 
was some discussion about a man that they had used as secretary down 
thereby a name of Beasley, a former postal employee, and there had 
been some anonymous letter received in the Department to the effect 
that this Mr. Beasley was exacting a promise or a contribution from 
an eligible in return for a recommendation for his appointment. Mr. 
Hood denied it, said he had no knowledge of it at all, that he would 
not be a party to any such thing, and he told me that Mr. Beasley was 
no longer with this organization, and that he, at that time, was in- 
carcerated in some sanitarium or asylum, and that he would be no 
longer connected with the committee. 

Now, as to the date of that conversation, [am not sure. It was the 
only conversation I ever had with Mr. Hood, and the conversation did 
not come about by a charge that jobs were being sold down there. 

Senator Hoey. To refresh your recollection, let us see if this does, 
Mr. Hood testified, I believe, he said about July 1950, somewhere along 
there, that he had this conference with General Donaldson and Mr. 
Lawler. 


It was, I would say, in June or July; late June or July of 1950. 
And then he said, 


Sometime previous to this conference Bob Moore called me, and he got me 
at Summerville, 8. C., where I was engaged in building a new lumber manu- 
facturing plant. Bob told me that there had been serious charges made about 
the job selling in Mississippi. 

Senator McCLe._ian. Did he tell you who had made those charges? 

Mr. Hoop. No, sir; he did not tell me, and he asked me if I could come to 
Washington for the purpose of discussing that with him, and with Bill Boyle, 
and with the Post Office Department. 

I told Bob that I would be glad to come, but could not come right there; as 
quick as I could arrange to get away I would come, and I did go some week or 
2 weeks later, and that was my first idea of this. 

But I did discuss it quite at length with Gratz, the executive assistant to Mr 
Boyle, and with Bob Moore, and then I saw Joe Lawler. We went over to the 
Post Office Department and discussed it with Joe Lawler and General Donaldson 

I asked them to show me the specific charges that had been made. The 
general told me that it would not be proper to show me the complaints, but 
that he would read excerpts from some of them, and there was, as I recall, 
two or three of those matters there. 
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The general said that no investigation had been begun by his Department, 
and that he did not want to begin an investigation; that it would be embar- 
rassing to us and to the administration, but if there were matters that needed 
to be corrected, he wanted them corrected. 

He did read to me from one letter. He did not read me the signature, but 
there Was one letter written where it was alleged that a rural carrier at Cof- 
feeville, Miss., had stated that he paid four, five, or six hundred dollars to 
somebody for his job. 

I asked Mr. Lawler and General Donaldson to tell me when that man was 
appointed, and they said they got his personnel file—this is a specific instance 
und he was appointed in August of 1948, according to my recollection. In any 
event it was a date prior by many months to the time when I had ever signed 
any recommendations, 


So I made the statement, I said, “Apparently that charge, that specific charge 
does not apply to me.” He said, “No, the Congress must be involved in that: he 
probably made that recommendation.” I said, “Well, that specific item does 
not concern me.” 

Do you remember a conversation of that kind with Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Hood was brought into 
my office I think in the late summer or early fall—I think it was far 
beyond June or July—with the anonymous letter that wethad received 
which indicated that a rural carrier had told an applicant for a posi- 
tion of rural carrier that, “You will be required to pay for your job, 
because I paid for mine,” and that was all of the information we had. 
We did not know the name of the applicant. We did not know the 
name of the rural carrier who had allegedly paid for his job, neither 
did we know the identity of the office, but after this conversation with 
Mr. Hood it was the supposition that the office involved was such 
and such an office—I believe you read the name—I have forgotten— 
and we sent for that file and found that this rural carrier at this 
office, if he were the one that had made this statement, had been ap- 
pointed way back long before the Hood organization had begun as 
adviser. 

Then our conversation related to this rumor, the anonymous letter 
that we had received, to the effect that this Mr. Beasley was exact- 
ing contributions from persons with the promise that he would recom- 
mend them if they would make the contribution. And Mr. Hood de- 
nied that he had any knowledge of that, said he had accepted no con- 
tributions of any kind, and that if Mr. Beasley had accepted them 
it was unknown to him, and that Beasley was no longer connected 
with the organization, that he was incarcerated at that time in some 
asylum or sanitarium, and that we could forget all about him. He 
would no longer have anything to do with the committee. 

And that was about the substance of that conversation. 

Senator Hory. Now, Mr. Donaldson, when did you get any authen- 
tic information at all about this practice of job selling in Mississippi? 

Mr. Donatpson. Sometime in the first part of February of this 
year another anonymous letter came to us which seemed to have all 
of the semblance of truth. And just about that time I talked with 
both Senators from the State of Mississippi. That was perhaps 10 
days of 2 weeks before they made their statements on the floor of 
the Senate. At the time I talked to them one of the Senators gave 
me some names from letters that he had received and gave me names 
of persons who could be interviewed in Mississippi who would have 
some knowledge of this so-called selling of jobs. And the other Sen- 
ator came to see me at the office and gave me what information he 


had. 
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Immediately I had all of the files assembled on every post office case 
or rural carrier case that had been involved since Mr. Hood had been 
the adviser and removed from those files all of the letters of recom- 
mendations and gave a list of all these offices, all of the people who had 
been appointed, to the post office inspectors and sent them to Missis- 
sippi to make the investigation. And immediately we ceased recog- 
nizing Mr. Hood. 

Senator Hory. But, Mr. Donaldson, following up the investigations 
made by your post office inspectors what action, if any, have you taken 
with reference to the people who have been involved in this? 

Mr. Donatpson. Mr. Chairman, I will have to give you—— 

Senator Hory. I believe Mr. Lawler 

Mr. Donavbson (continuing). The approximate number. 

Senator Horny (continuing). Mr. Lawler gave the facts the other 
day. I believe he had them specifically. 

Mr. Donatpson. If my memory serves me right, there have been four 
acting postmasters removed and four temporary rural carriers removed 
from their positions and charges have been submitted to something 
like 40 other postmasters and rural carriers; for the greater part they 
were rural carriers. Now the charges have to be submitted to ene 
persons because 99 percent of them are veterans, and they must be af- 
forded an opportunity to answer the charge. And after their a8 
to the letter of charges is received, then we notify them of their re- 
moval, to be effective 30 days after the receipt of the order of removal 
by them, which is in accordance with the Veterans’ Preference Act. 
And those cases are all in the process of adjudication. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Postmaster General, will you furnish us with 
those as soon as you have completed the investigation, that is, a list of 
them ¢ 

Mr. Donaxpson. I will be glad to, Mr. Chairman. I am sorry that 
I am not able to be more accurate because I have had no chance to 
refresh myself from the files, because the files are all in the hands of 
the inspectors. 

Senator Hory. And they have been working on it ? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCue ian. In that connection, General, after you notify 
them of their suspension, they have a right, the veterans have a right 
to appeal to the Civil Service, do they not ? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, sir; that. is right. 

Senator McCLe.tLan, You cannot just arbitrarily remove them ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is correct. 

Senator McCietian. They have their rights under the Veterans 
Preference Act; you have to abide by that ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. That is right, Senator. After the letter of charges 
has been submitted to the person involved and he has been given an 
opportunity to reply to that letter of charges, then we must make a 
decision upon his reply as to the action we t take. 

Senator McCLettan. Whether you think he should be removed ? 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes. And then if we have evidence to indicate 
that he should be removed, which we do have in these cases I am 
talking about, he is notified that he will be removed 30 days after 
receipt of the notice to him. That gives him 30 days in which to appeal 
his case to the Civil Service Commission. 
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Now within that 30 days he can appeal his case to the Civil Service 
Commission and we still do not fill the vacancy or take any action 
toward filling it, because if the Civil Service Commission, on review 
of his case, reverses the Post Office Department, he would have to be 
restored. 

Senator McCieutian. There is one other thing in the record here I 
think I should be cleared up, General. I do not know whether I can 
find the page. This is according to Mr. Hood’s testimony. Let me 
ask you this: According to Mr. Hood’s testimony now, and I will quote 
from the record here, a question by me: 


Where were the other two or three cases, as you can recall? 
He mentioned one and testified to that specifically. 


Mr. Hoop. General Donaldson described them as rumors and no concrete 
evidence. 

Senator McCLELLAN. They had rumors of the situation? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. General Donaldson later told me, through Mr. Moore, that 
these matters were being brought to his attention by the members of the Missis- 
sippi delegation to Congress because he did not consider them too seriously, be- 
cause he knew they were trying to get the patronage back. 

He is quoting you now as not considering them seriously because 
they came from Members of the Congress. 

Did you have any such conver sation with either Mr. Moore or Mr. 
Hood?" 

Mr. Donatpson. Senator McClellan, I would like to be very force- 
ful in my denial to that, but I will be timid to the extent of saying that 
is a pure falsehood. 

Senator McCietian. But it isin the record. I wanted to clear it up. 

Mr. Donaxpson. It is a pure falsehood. I never saw Mr. Hood but 
once and only had one 

Senator McCrietxan. That is obviously the time that he is referring 
to here. 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes. And no such matter was discussed at that 
time at all. Further than that no member of the Mississippi delega- 
tion had discussed this patronage with me, excepting one Member of 
Congress, and I do not think it would be unfair to him to say that his 
attitude was that maybe he was better off without the patronage and 
he did no care anything about it. 

Senator McCretian. Probably all are. 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes, but there was no such statement made to Mr. 
Moore or to Mr. Hood, and it would be ridiculous for him to make a 
statement of that kind. Neither did I ever discuss any such matter 
with Mr. Moore of the national committee. 

Senator McCrieiian. I only mentiond that because he says here, 
“Yes, sir. General Donaldson later told me, through Mr. Moore”— 
you had advised Mr. Moore to tell him that. 

Mr. Donapson. I never discussed any such thing with Mr. Moore 
and Mr. Hood. I would like to say this, Senator McClellan, that the 
only conversation I had with Mr. Hood is as I have related and I was 
impressed with his indignation that anybody was trying to sell jobs 
down there. As a matter of fact, he impressed me as being honest. 
I was not quite so sure about two persons who ac companied him at 
the time he was in my office. What little evidence I have seen up to 
date of this investigation does not indicate that Mr. Hood ever per- 
sonally himself done any solicitation or accepted any contributions of 
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any kind at all. Iam inclined to think from what little I know now of 
the evidence as a result of this investigation that some of the fellows 
associated with him were the ones that were selling the jobs. 

Senator McCie.xan, The record indicates that. In order to make 
the record clear I will read you the next two questions, replies her 
fm Mr. Hood, to clarify what I have just been interrogating you 
about: 


Senator McCLetLtan. General Donaldson told you that? 
Mr. Hoop. No, sir. Mr. Moore told me that. 


Senator McCLeL_an. Did Mr. Moore tell you that Donaldson had told me that? 
Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir. 


Senator McCLe.Lan. That he did not consider them serious because they canx 
from Members of the Congress? 


Mr. Hoop. And in that discussion the matter of the postmastership at Tupelo 
was brought up, which was Congressman Rankin’s bailiwick and where he can 
from, and Congressman Rankin’s brother, who was postmaster at Tupelo, and he 
died, and they wanted to Keep the job in the family. 

I just read that much more of it to clarify the record that he did 
not claim that you told me that personally, but that you had told Moore 
that and Moore so advised him. 

Mr. Donaupson. Well, I did not have any such discussion with 
Mr. Moore and I am sure Mr. Moore never had any such discussion 
with him. 

Senator McCietian. One further thing. As I understand, you 
know Members of Congress had complained to you prior to that time 
or submitted reports to you of rumors of irregularities of job selling? 

Mr. Donatpson. Senator McClellan, I do not recall of but one con 
versation with one Member of Congress in the House from Mississippi, 
and that is as I told you a moment ago, neither did I have any dis; 
cussion with any of the delegation until a short time before we started 
this investigation when I talked to both Senators, and they furnished 
me with concrete evidence and names of people who could be inter 
viewed, which was the first information we had, concrete information 
we had upon which we could base this investigation. As soon as this 
information was furnished to me by the Senators I started the imvesti- 
gation immediately. 

Senator McCie.ian. As I understand that investigation has not yet 
been completed and is still in process ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is true, Senator McClellan, but we are adju 
dicating these cases as fast as they are reported to us. 

Senator McC.Le.t.aAn. So far as it has progressed, you have taken 
action in the number of cases you have indicated or that approximate 
number. I believe you said you could not be accurate about that, that 
approximate number of cases? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, sir. 

Senator MoCietian. I believe that is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Munpr. I want to be sure I understand just how you were 
notified that you would recognize the Hood committee in Mississippi: 
was that by letter, was that by telephone, or was that by personal con 
versation, and with whom ? 

Mr. Donatpson. I believe, Senator, you were absent when I read 
the letter. I read the letter addressed to the First Assistant Post 
master General. 

Senator Munpr. That is the letter that you read ? 

Mr. Donapson. It is in the record. 
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Senator Munpr, I recall your reading it, and I would like to have 
specific information as to how you were notified when it was to be 
called off and by whom. Do you have a letter that you could put in 
the record on that ? 

Mr. Donatpson. We have no letter on that. As soon as I had talked 
to Senators Eastland and Stennis of Mississippi and received this 
information, we immediately, upon our own volition, stopped con- 
sulting Mr. Hood. Mr. Lawler took immediate action that he was 
not to be consulted in any way at all. 

Senator Munpr. There must be a record in your office as to when 
that was done. 

Mr. Donatpson. Mr. Lawler just called the persons on the tele- 
phone—two persons involved—and told them that they were no 
longer to consult Mr. Hood. About that same time I saw an 
announcement in the paper that the chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee had displaced Mr. Hood as the national commit- 
teeman from Mississippi, but we took action immediately. 

Senator Munpr. Because you do not make many of these recom- 
mendations yourself, I imagine; Mr. Lawler or somebody has to do it. 

Mr. Donaxpson. I do not handle it. 

Senator Munpr. There must be a record in your Department as to 
the date when the patronage was transferred from Mr. Hood to who- 
ever now handles it. 

Mr. Donatpson. It was sometime in February. I do not know the 
exact date. Sometime in February. 

Senator Mounpr. Would there not be a record in the Post Office 
Department showing the exact. date ? 

Mr. Donatpson. It would merely be a telephone call by Mr. Lawler 
to the director of the Division of Postmasters and: to the director of 
the Division of Rural Mails that, “You are to no longer consult Mr. 
Hood.” That would be a telephone call right in the office. It would 
not be necessary for an interoffice memorandum. 

Senator Munpr. How could your whole Department be adequately 
advised that their relationships with Mr. Hood were off and the rela- 
tionships with the congressional delegation were on, if it were just 
by telephone ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. There is only 

Senator Munpr. There must be some memo or something to indicate 
that it was definite. 

Mr. Donatpson. No, that is not necessary. There were only two 
people in the Post Office Department that head the divisions that handle 
these appointments and all you have to do is to notify the directors of 
those two divisions. Immediately they change their records and show 
that he is not to be consulted. 

Senator Munpr. That was done now, as I understand it, on the 
volition of the Department on its own judgment and on the basis of 
evidence it had procured ; it was done at your suggestion to Mr. Lawler 
who, in turn, conveyed it by telephone to these two individuals? 

Mr. Donaupson. I do not have any date on that, but as I said a 
moment ago, after I talked with Senators Eastland and Stennis and 
they furnished me the information that they had received, together 
with names of persons who could be interviewed, then I called Mr. 
Lawler to my office and gave him this information and told him to stop 
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consulting Hood at all and to order an immediate investigation anc 
to furnish the inspectors with all of our files, if necessary, for the 
investigation. 

Senator Munpr. So far as you can recall, that was in February of 
1951? 

Mr. Donatpson. I am sure it was in February sometime. I would 
not say, not later than the middle of February, but sometime in the 
early part of February 1951. 

Senator Munpr. If it was done at your own volition it follows it 
must have been done before the Democratic national committeeman 
gave his statement to the press. 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, it was about the same time because imme- 
diately Mr. Lawler notified the national committee that we were no 
longer consulting Hood, and I think right simultaneously with that. 
that the chairman, Mr. Boyle, displaced Hood as the national com- 
mitteeman. 

Senator Munpr. Then the flow of command in that, or the flow of 
information in that connection, as I understand from your testimony, 
came from the Post Office Department to the Democratic National 
Committee rather than from the Democratic National Committee 
to the Post Office Department ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. Well, it would be automatic, Senator, that if any 
concrete information was furnished to me that any position was try- 
ing to be sold that I would stop it immediately. That would be the 
natural thing to do right off. I would stop it immediately. And 
then, of course, in discontinuing consulting Hood we would ask the 
national committee then who we would consult, so that would be the 
natural flow of events. 

Senator Munpr. I was curious only about the severance of the rela- 
tionships with Mr. Hood, whether that grew out of your findings, your 
investigations, and your information, or whether it grew out of, shall 
I say, the command or a request of the Democratic National Commit 
tee. As I understand, the severance of relations with the Hood com 
mittee was taken at your own volition as a consequence of your own 
findings ¢ 

Mr. Donaxpson. It was taken—the action was taken by me on the 
evidence that was furnished to me by the Senators from Mississippi 
very promptly. And then, of course, the order was issued that Hood 
would no Jonger be consulted or advised with. And then, of course, 
we would notify the national committee we were not any longer con 
sulting their adviser. I think the next day or the following day after 
that the national committee deposed Mr. Hood as the national com- 
mitteeman for Mississippi. 

Senator Munpr. You read into the record, I believe, or quoted from 
memory, a statement that I believe you said was the regulation of the 
Post Office Department that you give to your advisers in Mississippi, 
and I presume that is not different from what you give to your ad 
visers in other States. Would you repeat that ? I think you said they 
should not base their recommendation on race or religion—I believe 
there were a couple of other provisions in there. 

Mr. Donatpson. Political affiliation, race, creed, color, or religion 
no recommendations should be made to the Department based upon 
political affiliation, race, creed, color, or religion. 

Senator Munpr. For the postmasters? 
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Mr. Donaxpson, All of them. 

Senator Munpr. For postmaster? 

Mr. Donaxpson. All of them. 

Senator Munpr. Have you a copy of that regulation ? 

Mr. Donatpson. No; I do not, but the postmasters are under civil 
service. 

Senator Munpr. Would you be willing to put a copy of that regu- 
lation in the hearings at this point ? 

Mr. Donatpson. I can. That is a requirement of the Civil Service 
Commission. Itisalaw. That is, it has all of the force and effect of 
a law. 

Senator Munpr. I have a letter to Mr. Hood which appears to be a 
form letter signed by the First Assistant Postmaster General, Mr. 
Burke, dated July 18, 1949. Is that the prevailing and current in- 
structions that are sent out? Maybe you should look at it first and see. 

Mr. Donatpson. I would like to read this one paragraph, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. May Lask a question first? Is that the current and 
prevailing instruction ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, I do not know. We make up these form 
letters, but I would say the letters we are using now would be exactly 
as this one is, because this is based upon civil-service rules and regu- 
lations and is quotations from it. 

Senator Munpr. Will you put in the record at this point your cur- 
rent instructions, and then you can read from that anything that 
occurs to you. 

Mr. Donatpson. I think this would cover the current instructions. 

Senator Munpr. Would you put in the current instructions at this 
point in the record. You do not have to do it today, but so that it can 
go in the hearings at this point. 

Mr. Donatpson. This is a form letter and I am sure we are using the 
same form letter we did—just reprint it when we run out of a supply— 
[ am sure this is current. 

Senator Munpr. May we have the whole letter in the record at this 
point ? 

Senator Horry. We will include the letter in the record. 

(The letter dated July 18, 1949, was marked “Exhibit No. 49” and 
follows :) 

Exuisit No. 49 
Hon. CLARENcE Hoop, 


Century Building, 
Jackson, Miss. 


My Dear Mr. Hoop: The names of the following persons, given in the order 
of their relative standing on the register, have been certified as eligible to fill 
a vacancy in the rural carrier force at Newton, Miss. : 


DP—Sidney Page Wagner, Box 84 

DP—Delma Delree Key, P. O. Box 145 

DP—William Lamar Freeman, 207 New Ireland Street 
112 Maple Street * 

DP: Military preference (disability). 

The Department would be glad to receive and consider any information you 
may care to submit bearing solely on the character and suitability of any of the 
applicants. The civil-service rules require that the selection shall be based 
wholly on merit and fitness. The law specifically provides that no recommenda- 
tion based on “political or religious opinions or affiliations shall be considered 


1 Handwriting in ink. 
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or filed by the Civil Service Commission * * * or by any officer concerned 
in making appointments * * *,” 

If an eligible with military preference is passed over and a person not granted 
such preference suggested, reasons directed at the preference eligible’s qualifica 
tions and suitability must be submitted. An alleged superiority of the non 
preference eligible will not be considered sufficient for passing the preference 
eligible. 


This selection must be made and reported to the Civil Service Commission 
within 30 days, and such representations as you may desire to make should be 
submitted within 2 weeks from the date of this letter. 

Sincerely yours, 
V. C. BURKE, 
First Assistant Postmaster General. 

Senator Munpr. If you want to quote from it, all right. 

Mr. Donatpson. I do want to read this paragraph. This letter is 
submitting a list of eligibles for rural carrier vacancy at Newton, Miss. 
It lists the eligibles, and then this is the paragraph that I want to call 
attention to: 


The Department would be glad to receive and consider any information you 
may care to submit bearing solely on the character and suitability of any of the 
applicants. The civil-service rules require that the selection shall be based 
wholly on merit and fitness. The law specifically provides that no recommenda- 
tion based on “political or religious opinions or affiliations shall be considered 
or filed by the Civil Service Commission * * * or by any officer concerned 
in making appointments * * *,” 

Senator Munpr. Does that apply to all postal appointments? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is to all postal appointments. 

Senator Munpr. A big post office and small ones? 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. Rural mail carriers and all? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Can you shed any light upon the subject for this 
highly surprised Republican Member of the Senate why the law is 
never enforced ? 

Mr. Donatpson. I would like to make this observation in connection 
with that. I have never known them to be strictly enforced since I 
have been connected with the postal service. And that is not a criti- 
cism of anyone. It it because the Department is never aware of what 
is the motive behind the man who makes the recommendation. His 
letter may come in and recommend the top eligible or the third eligible 
or the second eligible, but he does not tell us he is doing it because the 
man is a Republican or a Democrat or because he is a Baptist or a 
Methodist, and we would not know that. 

Senator Munpt. The only attempt the Post Office Department 
makes to enforce the law, in other words, is to suggest that the alleged 
violator confess to his crime at the time he makes it, otherwise you are 
perfectly satisfied if the adviser advises. Because of political reasons 
you go no further than that. You have no way of reading his mind, 
you do not know, he does not confess, you simply adopt his recm- 
mendations ? 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, if he should come in with a letter and say, “I 
am recommending the second eligible because he is good Republican 
or Democrat,” we would send it back and ignore his recommendations 
entirely. 

We have had over the years difficulty with alleged sale of offices. It 
is nothing new. This just happens to be to a greater extent. 





ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 531 


One Republican Congressman went to the penitentiary for selling 
offices. One Democr atic Congressman went to the penitentiary for 
selling offices. And that has been in my time in the postal service. I 
have had a few cases scattered over the years where postal employees 
were removed because evidence reached us that they had paid for the 
job. When a person is selected for appointment and he is notified, 
he must file with the Comptroller General an affidavit to the effect that 
he has not made any promises or paid anything or given any con- 
sideration for this appointment. And we are not authorized to make 
payments to this particular appointee until that affidavit is filed. And 
then if the affidavit turns out to be false or if evidence is secured that 
his affidavit is false or he has paid something for his job or even made 
some promises, he is promptly removed from office. 

Senator Munpr. I understand that. I am getting to the curious 

fact that we have a law which says that political affiliations are not 
to be considered as the basis for appointment to the postal service, 
when you and I know that that is the only consideration—I will not 
say that—it is a prerequisite in the appointment, not the only con- 
sideration, but a prerequisite. I want to get into the record at this 
time a frank statement of fact. I know that you know that because 
you have been advocating—and I salute you for that—Congress 
change the situation by writing another law, and I have been quite 
impressed by your testimony and I am prepared to vote for it, but I 
am highly disillusioned to assume that if we vote for another law that 
it will not be enforced any better than the one we now have. 

Mr. Donatpson. Senator, you talk about enforcing it. We enforce 
it if we know it. What you are talking about is that a lot of these 
things happen which never come to light, and we cannot enforce those 
things. 

Senator Munpr. Let me ask you what would happen, Mr. Donald- 
son, if I were to pick a town by the name of “M,” and I will not identify 
it further, in South Dakota. I happen to live quite close to it myself. 

We have had an exceedingly difficult time to get a postmaster be- 
cause a lot of smart Republicans i in the town have decided, most of 
them veterans, to take the examinations, and they continuously rate 
in the top three. So you continuously reject all three of them and 
continue to hold more examinations. And more Republicans are rated 
top three, and you continue to reject them all. 

Suppose I were to come to you, which I am not because I am not 
complaining about the way the thing is run, I want it run in the open— 
suppose I would come to you as my responsibility as a Senator and say, 
“Look, this thing is getting monotonous. I know the reason you are 
not appointing any of these boys is because they are Republicans.” I 
hate to get something in the record, because it will be said that is some 
Republican Senator looking for patronage. I am not looking for it, 
in the first place. I think it is as much of a liability as an asset. In the 
second place, I understand the rules of the game and never have in 
14 years complained about any postal appointments that were made. 
But I do think that you owe an obligation, sir, and that I do, to let 
these poor people in South Dakota and elsewhere, many of them 
veterens. who with great competence and star dust in their eyes, “I 
wonld like to be a rural mail carrier, or, I would like to be a post- 
master.” They say, “This is all civil service. It says so right in the 
law. They do not pay any attention to my polities.” 
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So they write the examinations and they get a nice rating and 
wonder why they do not get any results. So ‘they write me a letter. I 
write back and say, “Look, after all, it is generally understood by both 
parties this is pure political patronage : and, frankly, you haven’t got 
a chance unless you can get the Democratic national committeeman 
or the Democratic State chairman”—because we do not have any 
Democratic Congressmen or Senators in South Dakota and do not 
expect to have any for quite a while—“so you have got to go to those 
other two.” 

And they say, “I wonder if Mundt is telling me the truth. I do not 
see why he should say that.” 

They underline the law, a lot of them. 

So I wonder if we cannot have just a fine display of candor here this 
morning to say that if it is in the law, it is being violated every day. 
And it appears to be in the law. But let you Republicans be alert, you 
haven’t got a Chinaman’s chance to get an appointment in the postal 
service. 

Mr. Donaxpson. Senator, may I give you just a little bit of history 
of this situation ¢ 

Senator Munpr. Surely, I am really interested in that. I am not 
complaining about it, but I want the facts direct to the matter. 

Mr. Dona.pson. I believe it would be interesting to you. 

Prior to 1917, so far as the postmasters were concerned, they were 
- appointed. There was no examination held. If it was a Republi- 

‘an administration, some Republican adviser told them who he wanted 
appointed postmaster, and the nomination was sent up. If a Demo- 

‘atic administration, likewise. 

That became more or less burdensome in that it resulted sometimes 
in the Congressman who was the adviser winding up with 14 enemies 
and 1 ingrate. 

And in 1917 President Wilson issued an Executive order to the effect 
that thereafter when a vacancy occurred in a postmastership the Civil 
Service Commission would hold an examination and submit to the 
Post Office Department the name of the highest eligible, and that man 
would be appointed. 

There was no consultation made with anybody about it, because 
there was nothing to do but just appoint the top eligible. And that 
was done from 1917 to 1920, through 1920. 

In that instance many Republicans, previous or former postmasters, 
were appointed postmasters. There were some nominations rejected 
in the Senate and there were some held over. 

In 1921 President Harding issued his Executive order, and it was 
similar to the one that President Wilson issued, but he said the Civil 
Service Commission will hold an examination and submit the three 
highest eligibles and the selection to be made from the three high. 

‘Well, then, during the Republican administration, all during that 
time, the names of the three high eligibles were submitted to the 
Republican Congressman or to the adviser, and he would make a rec- 
ommendation as to one of those three. 

We need not kid ourselves, if there was a Republican among one of 
those three, he was recommended. 

Following that, President Coolidge issued an Executive order. 
And President Hoover issued an Executive order. They all followed 
the same pattern—that you select one out of the highest three. 
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So all during that time, those 12 years, I would say that a Democrat 
was appointed | postmaster only when there were three Democrats on 
the list and you could not get a Republican. 

Senator Munpr. It is the other way around now. 

Mr. Donatpson. That thing prevailed during the first part of the 
Roosevelt administration. In 1936 President Roosevelt issued an 
Executive order that we would be required to select the top eligible 
and we went along for 2 years selecting the top eligible. 

Senator Munpr. Are you still talking about competitive examina- 
tions? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. A curious kind of examination has come into being 
that I want to talk about. 

Mr. Donapson. I will cover that a little later. 

Then for 2 years, from 1936 to 1938, the top eligible on the register, 
no matter who he was, was selected. 

Then in 1938 Congress passed a law effective June 25, 1938, which 
required that in the event of any vacancy in a postm: entitle tec 
bear in mind, postmasters in those days were appointed for terms of 
4 years—that in the event of any vacancy occurring in the postmaster- 
ship the incumbent postmaster whose term had expired might be 
reappointed through a noncompetitive examination. A classified em- 
ployee in the postal service might be appointed postmaster through a 
noncompetitive eXamination, or an open competitive examination may 
be held, in which event the selection must be made from the highest 
three eligibles. That has obtained since that time. 

That law provided that postmasters were appointed without term. 
It did away with the 4-year term. 

So at the present time when a vacancy occurs in the postmastership 
the only thing we can do is to eats some classified postal employee 
by promoting him through a noncompetitive test or holding an open 
competitive examination and making the selection from one of the 
three highest eligibles. 

Apropos of what you said a moment ago, the Post Office Depart- 
ment cannot have anything to do with the holding of these examina- 
tions. And no second examination can be held if there is a list of three 
eligibles on the first examination. 

Whenever the Civil Service Commission furnishes a list of three 
eligibles, then we must make an appointment from those three eligibles. 

Senator Munpr. Is that competitive? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is a competitive examination. If all three of 
those men are Republicans then one of them is going to get the ap- 
pointment. 

Senator Munpt. Did you ever hear of that little gimmick, the ap- 
pointment of an acting postmaster ? In the meantime, the Republicans 
get the high rating, then you put in the acting postmaster. 

Mr. Donaxpson. No, sir; that cannot be done. That is a mistake. 
When the vacancy occurs we may appoint an acting postmaster to 
serve until the position is filled in a regular manner. And under the 
law the acting postmaster can serve only not to exceed 6 months as 
acting, unless his time is extended by the Civil Service Commission 
to give them time to furnish us with eligibles. Sometimes it is a year 
before the eligible register is furnished. 
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Senator Munpr. What is the outside extension? Can you go beyond 
a year of that acting postmastership ? 

Mr. Donaupson. There are cases where the Civil Service Commis- 
sion holds its examination and makes the investigation and cannot 
get the eligible register to us for 6 or 8 or 10 months, and then the 
acting is continued until that eligible register is supplied, but the 
minute we get that 

Senator Munpr. Does it ever go beyond 12 months? 

Mr. Donaxpson. I think there are some cases where it has gone be- 
yond that, because sometimes the examination is held by the Civil 
Service Commission, complaints reach the Civil Service Commission 
concerning some of the eligibles, they go back for a second or third 
investigation. We have nothing to do with it. 

Senator Munpr. I have two other questions. I do not want to get 
this hearing off on the wrong track because we Republicans have 
some postal problems that are somewhat different from yours, but we 
still have them. 

I simply want to be sure that I am advising the people of South 
Dakota honestly and correctly. I have no desire to ne about any 
changes other than to vote for your fine recommendation which I have 
said I salute you for, but I do not see much use voting for that unless 
I am convinced that the present law is being enforced, Certainly my 
experience causes me to raise eyebrows pretty high when you read in 
there that political affiliation is not considered, You have got a non- 
competitive examination which you say applies for the person who is 
trying to be reinstated in the postmastership to continue on beyond his 
term. 

Mr. Donatpson. Not reinstated. It is a classified employee serving 
in that post office who is promoted through a noncompetitive examina- 
tion. 

Senator Munpr. Am I correct in assuming that you just never ap- 
point a postmaster anywhere on the basis of a noncompetitive examina- 
tion unless that fellow is a classified postal employee, operating in the 
post office of which he is about to become the postmaster / 

Mr. Donatpson. The law forbids any other action. As a matter of 
fact, we have at the present moment a serviceman promoted from the 
ranks at Baltimore, Boston, at Worcester, Mass., at Washington, 
D. C., Cleveland, Ohio, Toledo, Ohio, Memphis, Tenn.—oh, I think 
there are 70 or 80 of our largest offices that have service postmasters 
that came up through the ranks. 

Senator Munpr. I know that. I have a particular case in point, 
and we might as well have the prelude and the ensuing conversation 
here. I want to be sure I understand you. You are now stating and 
I am learning for the first time that the only way, the only time you 
ever appoint a postmaster to a noncompetitive examination to a post 
office is by selecting somebody from within that post office through a 
noncompetitive examination for promotion ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. No outsider can qualify for a noncompetitive 
examination ? 

Mr. Donatpson. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And that no acting postmaster can block the ap- 
pointment of a postmaster through some device or another for more 
than a year? 
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Mr. Donatpson. Well, he can only remain as acting postmaster— 
in no event, to exceed 6 months, or it may go beyond 6 months—if we 
do not have the eligible register from the Civil Service Commission 
within the 6 months. If the Civil Service Commission furnished us 
with an eligible register in 2 or 3 months after the acting was ap- 
pointed, then we would only be allowed a certain amount of time to 
make the permanent selection from that registry, giving us time to 
process the papers and make the permanent appointment. 

In some instances the acting postmaster has served more than a year. 
I am talking about since 1938. 

Senator Munpr. So am I. 

Mr. Donatpson. Only in a few instances has the acting postmaster 
served beyond a year, but that is because the eligible register has either 
been furnished to us, it may be withdrawn by the Civil Service Com- 
mission because some disabled veteran is asking for a reopened exami- 
nation and sometimes a year will elapse on a few of those cases, but 
ordinarily the eligible register is furnished to us by the Civil Service 
Commission in 6 or 8 months. 

Senator Munpr. Just one other question to be sure that I under- 
stand the story. Am I correct in my understanding that where you 
fill a postmastership through a competitive examination, an eligible 
register of three has been established ? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. And those three all happen to be Republicans, and 
that one of those three Republicans is going to get the job / 

Mr. Donaupson. There is no other way to go around it. There have 
been several of those cases. 

Senator Munpt. I have learned a lot this morning. 

Mr. Donaxpson. Bear in mind, I do not know that the man ap- 
pointed is a Republican, but I do know that in some instances the 
adviser refuses to make any recommendation and I have the right to 
assume that they are all three Republicans, so he will not recom- 
mend any of them. Then we have to make the selection in the 
Department, and we look over this history of the three eligibles 
and make our own selection, but somebody has to be appointed from 
that register. 

Senator Munopr. Let us go a little further on that. Suppose the 
adviser makes no recommendation but writes in and says, “Do not 
take anyone.” He has no right to do that, he cannot order you to do 
that, you do not pay any attention, the law says you have to take one 
of those three? 

Mr. Donaxpson. There is not any law to prevent him from writing 
in saying that not one of these are satisfactory to him. That is just 
notice to us that we have to make our own selection. 

Senator Munpr. You do not reject all three ? 

Mr. Donaupson. We cannot. 

Senator Munpr. You cannot ? 

Mr. Donatpson. No. 

Senator McCuietian. The Civil Service may withdraw them on 
the strength of such recommendation ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. If we delay too long in a case of that kind the 
Civil Service Commission ean stop the pay of the acting postmaster. 

Senator McCiettan. But the Civil Service Commission gets the 
same suggestions from the adviser and might for some reason deter- 
mine to withdraw the eligible list and hold another examination ? 
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Mr. Donatpson. That has happened. Sometimes one of the el: 
gibles, knowing—sometimes some of the eligibles, knowing that hy 
is not going to be appointed anyway, he has no chance to get it, 
and there are only three eligibles, writes a letter to the Civil Service 
Commission, says he is no longer interested in the appointment. That 
leaves only two eligibles. Then they will hold another examination. 

Senator McCarruy. As a practical matter, under the situation out 
lined by Senator Mundt, if you have an examination and there are 
only three Republicans who qualify, there is no Democrat to be ap 
pointed, you always hold a reexamination, do you not, so far as you 
know ? 

Mr. Donatpson. No, we cannot hold one. 

Senator McCarruy. I say you—the Civil Service Commission 
holds it. 

Mr. Donatpson. They cannot hold another one, so long as there are 
three eligibles. If one of those three withdraws, then they can. 

Senator McCarruy. Then do I understand that none of the three 
eligibles withdraw, you understand the Civil Service Commission ha: 
no power under any circumstances to hold a new examination ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. The only authority they have to hold anoilier 
examination is if one of the eligibles withdraws or if some person file: 
a complaint against one of the eligibles, and they investigate it and 
substantiate the complaint, and they may take his name off the registry : 
but they cannot hold another examination—at least, they won’t—if 
there are three eligibles on there, and there are no withdrawals, and 
nobody is disqualified. 

Senator McCarruy. I understand that in 1938 when the law was 
changed, in the arguments in the Senate and the House, there were « 
considerable number of statements made at the time that it would take 
the appointment of postmasters out of politics. That was the purpose 
of the law, was it not ? 

Mr. Donatpson, Senator, that was not the purpose of the law. 

Senator McCarruy. One of the purposes, was it ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. I know of nothing that was said when that law was 
passed by the Congress. As a matter of fact, I submitted the draft 
of that law, both to the House and to the Senate. 

Senator McCarruy. Was that not one of the purposes of the law ? 

Mr. Donatpson. Some parts were deleted. 

Senator McCartuy. Was that not one of the purposes of the law ¢ 
Mr. Donatpson. No; the purpose of the law was to place the post 
masters under civil service, to confine the appointment to one of the 
three eligibles, highest eligibles, just as done to clerks and rural cai 

riers, and ev erybody else, and to appoint them without term. 

Senator McCarry. Was one of the purposes of the law to take the 
appointment of postmasters out of politics, so that politics would not, 
that is, a man’s politics would not be one of the criteria used in making 
the selection ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, you can bet your last dollar that under any 
administration, whether it be Republican or Democratic, as long as you 
have confirmation of postmasters by the Senate that you will ‘have to 
have advisers, and if you had a Republican administration you can 
bet your last bottom dollar that the Republic ‘an adviser would select « 
Republican from that list, if there was one on it. 
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Senator McCarruy. You understand one of the purposes of the law 
under which you now act—one of the purposes was to take the ap- 
pointment of postmasters out of politics, do you so understand now? 

Mr. Donarpson. No. That has been alleged time and time again. 
There is no discussion at any time—— 

Senator McCarrny. You understand now that under the present 
law that it is entirely proper to make recommendations on the basis 
of political affiliation ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That will enter into the selection from the eligible 
registers for postmasters as long as you have advisers and have confir- 
mation of postmasters by the Senate. 

Senator McCarruy. Will you answer my question now ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. That is right. That answers it. 

Senator McCarrny. Do you consider it entirely proper under the 
law under which you are operating, that postmasters be selected on 
the basis of political affiliation? Iam just asking you a question. Do 
you think it is proper or improper ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. I think it 1s proper to select them upon merit and 
ability from the eligible register. 

Senator MoCarruy. Do you think it is proper and legal under the 
Jaw under which you are operating to select them on the basis of 
political affiliation ? 

Mr. Donanpson. It is legal. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you think it is ethical ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. It is legal. 

Senator Munpr. How can it be? 

Mr. Donatpson. You can select any one of the three. And as I 
pointed out 

Senator McCarruy. You tell me it is perfectly legal to make the 
recommendation upon the basis of political affiliation ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right. 

Senator McCarruy. Will you read to me again the section of the law 
which you cite which says you will not take into consideration political 
affiliations or religion and several other things? 

Mr. Donatpson. We wouldn’t—we will not take them, but we don’t 
know whether that has been done or not. Suppose I submit an eligible 
register to you with three names and tell you that we will not entertain 
any recommendation from you that is based upon religious or political 
affiliation, and what not, and you write to me and say ‘th: it you suggest 
the appointment of a second eligible. I do not know whether you took 
under consideration any religion or politics or not. I do not know, 
but if you indicate so in your letter, I would not accept your recom- 
mendation. 

Senator McCarrny. Let me ask you this, you enforcing this law, 
if I am a Democratic Senator, would you consider it improper for 
me then to recommend on the basis of political affiliation ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. No, sir, I will not. 

Senator McCarruy. You think that improper? 

Mr. Donatpson. It would be improper, and I do not know that you 
do. You donot tell me that when you do. 

Senator McCartruy. I do not care what you know. Do you think 
that is a violation of the law, if a recommendation for postmaster is 
made upon the basis of political affiliation ? 


82406—51-———-35 
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Mr. Donatpson. If we know, if it is. 

Senator McCarruy. I do not care what you know. If the recom- 
mendation is made upon the basis of political affiliation, do you 
consider that a violation of the law under which you are acting? 

Mr. Donatpson. I consider that a violation of the civil service rules. 

Senator McCarruy. You do? 

Mr. Donaxpson. Yes, sir. 

Senator MoCarruy. All right. So then your thought is that the 
civil service rules are not being followed if, as you and I know, all of 
your postmasters at the present time are Democrats. I am not saying 
whether this is right or wrong. Iam trying to get the record straight. 
1 am wondering what you are recommending for changes in the law. 
You are recommending changes which will, in effect, take the appoint- 
ment of postmasters out of politics, is that right ? 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, we appoint a great many clerks and carriers 
in post offices and other positions in the postal service and nobody is 
consulted about that. It is left up to the postmaster who has the 
eligible register. We do not have it. I assume, and I think I am 
right in saying that the postmaster should be selected in the same 
manner. 

Senator Munpr. May I ask Mr. Donaldson whether the whole dis- 
cussion we have had concerning the process by which examinations are 
held and postmasters are selected applies equally and fully to rural 
mail carriers ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes, it always has—always has. 

Senator Munpr. I want to read two portions of a colloquy I had 
with your associate, Mr. Lawler, on this same subject when he was 


here, talking about these advisers down in Mississippi. I said: 


Would you tell us wheré you get your Republican advisers? 

Mr. LAWLER. We don’t have any Republican advisers; you know that. 

Senator Munpr. I did not think so. You said you did have. 

And then I went a little further with him, and I said: 

Now, I like frankness, and I like candor, and I simply want to find ott now 
whether we cannot have in the record on this happy occasion, the fact that you 
and I both know that the post office system is considered a part of the patronage 
system of America, and considered so by both parties, and has always been run 
on that basis, Is that not a fair statement of facts? 

Mr. LAWLER. That is right. 

Senator MunprT, Yes, all right. 

So he and I agreed on that. Would you sound a discordant note 
in that happy harmony we had, regardless of the law, that it is not being 
followed ¢ 

Mr. Donaupson. No, sir, that statement is correct, and it always 
will be. That will always obtain, so long as you have advisers. 

Senator Munpr. Advisers are something written in the law, aren't 
they ? 

Mr. Donaupson. Never was. 

Senator Munpr. Or just a practice? 

Mr. Donatpson. Never was written in the law. Up until 1906 rural 
carriers were appointed politically without civil service examinations 
or anything else. I would like to pose this 

Senator Munpr. I mean on this question where you keep on saying 
so long as we have advisers. Where do those advisers come from? | 
want toknow. Are they created by the law or the product of patronage 
and precedents that has grown up? 
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Mr. Donatpson. It has always been considered so. 

Senator Munpr. They have no status in law, have they? Have they 
any status in law? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, in Mississippi over the years this thing has 
obtained. I was post office inspector in charge of the Chattanooga 
division back in 1932. When the adviser in the State of Mississippi 
was the Republican national committeeman, Perry Howard, | believe 
his name was, and all of the appointments were made upon his recom- 
mendation, throughout that period of time all of the appointments 
made in Texas were made upon the recommendation of the Republican 
national committeeman; the same thing was true in Arkansas. 

Senator Munpr. We know that. I am trying to find out—— 

Mr. Donatpson. Let me finish. 

Senator Munpr. I know they make the recommendations. Do they 
have a status in law? 

Mr. Donapson. I want to finish this and then I will answer your 
question. It always has been that way in both political parties. 

Senator Munpr. That is right. 

Mr. Donatpson. You are never going to get away from it unless 
Congress itself passes a law on the subject. If you had a Republican 
administration tomorrow, the Republican Congressmen would be 
recommending the appointment of postmasters, never would get away 
from it. And then if it turned to a Democratic administration, you 
would have the same thing over. It has been that way over the years. 
You will never get away from it until Congress passes a law. 

Senator Munpr. You quoted from the law that you wrote in the 
letter that we pay no attention to race, religion, and political affiliation. 
If you pay attention to political, [ suppose you pay attention to race 
and religion from these advisers. So I want to find out whether ad- 

visers have been created by Congress or created out of precedents. 
Will you answer that? 

Mr. Donatpson. They are created out of precedent. 

Senator Munpr. They have no legal status ¢ 

Mr. Donatoson. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Congress never passed a law and said, “We are 
going to have advisers MC ongress has never passed a Jaw that we 
should not have? 

Mr. Donatpson. There is no law that requires the Post Office De- 
partment to consult any Member of Congress on appointments—never 
has been. It is only a courtesy to the Members of Congress that they 
are consulted. 

Senator Munpr. If you pass—— 

Mr. Donaupson. If you pass a law to do away with what you are 
talking about, you will have to pass a law to say it will be a violation 
of the law to consult a Member of C ongress or an adviser 

Senator Munpr. Right on that point, where did the idea develop 
that when you do not have a Member of Congress of the party in 
power, why do they start with the national committeeman, is that a 
matter of precedent ? 

Mr. Donarpson. A matter of precedent over the years. 

Senator Munpr. So long as that is precedent, the law does not 
mean a confounded thing to the fellow who expects to get a job who 
is of the wrong political party at the time—a rare exception that he 
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can get in sometimes, but actually they always find a way to get around 
it. 

Mr. Donatnson. I do not call it a violation of law. It is a violation 
of the spirit of the law. The law says you must select one of these 
three eligibles. It forbids the Post Office Department from having 
any consideration or any recommendation from anybody that is based 
upon politics or religion, but the Post Office Department is never ad 
vised when they get the letter from the adviser that he has given 
political or religious consideration. 

Senator Munpr. Do you make any effort to find whether the adviser 
is operating because he has a political or religious or pocketbook inter- 
est in the thing or because he sold the job or has taken a contribution— 
do you ever investigate anything at all to find out what motivates the 
adviser ? 

Mr. Donaupson. Whenever any information of that sort reaches us 
we make the investigation. There have been investigations made ove: 
the years. There are a few every year of that type. 

Senator Munpr. Just on the basis of corruption, you do not go back 
to these other, 1 ‘ace, religion, and political ? 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes, we do. We had a case in Ohio where evi- 
dence came out to the effect that the adviser had written the top eligi- 
ble and told him he was not recommending him because he wanted to 
recommend a Democrat. That postmaster was removed, because it 
was based upon political consideration. 

Senator Munpr. You removed him because of his political stupidity 
or because of his violation of the law ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. That just happened to be the stupidity of the 
adviser by telling the top eligible that he had given political considera 
tion to the appointment. 

Senator Munpr. I want to get off on this other subject, and then | 
will yield to the Senator from Wisconsin. 

I am interested in this feature of the Mississippi situation, to get 
back to where we belong here. I think you have done a right good 
job in picking up the ev idence that you have gotten from your postal 
inspectors and from this committee and from the Mississippi sena 
torial and congressional delegation in prosecuting the people who 
bought the jobs. I am not at all hi appy about whi: at happened to the 
people who sold the jobs. 

In my opinion it would be a terrific miscarriage of justice if all that 
this investigation does is two things, change the patronage from one 
set of advisers to the other, because I think you will get better advisers 
when you get Senators and Congressmen than you do outside. 

Mr; Donaupson. I agree to that. 

Senator Munpr. But I think this investigation should do more than 
add to that the fact that we have found maybe 100 Mississippi people, 
at least, some of whom, in my opinion, were operating with compara 
tive innocence, thought this was the established prec ede nt and they had 
to decorate the mahogany for $500 to get a job. That is obvious. 
that is in the open. We have got to get rid of you. What will you 
do about these fellows that sold the “jobs ? Do you not agree that 
they, after all, are the bigger influence of evil in that area? 

Mr. Donatpson. If I were sitting as the judge on those cases and 
had absolute jurisdiction, I would be inclined to acquit every one of 
these people who bought their positions, that is, the carrier or the 
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postmaster who paid for it, who has now lost his job and lost his 
money, too. I would be inclined to acquit them. I would be inclined 
to prosecute to the limit the man who accepted the money for selling 
the jobs. I think he ought to be prosecuted to the limit. 

Senator McCietian. You have no jurisdiction ? 

Mr. Donautpson. That happens to be in the Department of Justice. 

Senator Munpr. You have a big deal of jurisdiction to put your 
best inspectors to develop evidence on the people who sold them? 

Mr. Donatpson. We did that. 

Senator Munpr. Does this committee have the assurance from you 
that is being done to your full capacity ? 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes, indeed. I have discussed the matter with 
the inspectors, and as soon as their investigation is completed all of 
the evidence that they have gathered will be turned over to the De- 
partment of Justice for the purpose of instituting criminal proceed- 
ings. And as I stated a moment ago, I would say that they should 
go all out to prosecute the fellows who had taken’ mone y from these 
poor victims in purchasing their jobs. 

Senator Hory. In line with what Senator Mundt discussed, I want 
to say that we have already conferred with the Department of Justice 
and they have manifested interest in getting the information, to look 
after those who sold jobs, and we are going to furnish them, as soon 
as we can conclude all of the testimony we have bearing on that, and 
they advised us that they intended to get from your Department 
all of the evidence bearing on that, with a view to seeing that they 
could reach those who had sold the jobs. 

Senator Munpr. I want to highlight that a minute, because I am 
not convinced that every person who bought a job down there bought 


it innocently. I do not want to make a blanket assumption of that 
kind. There are, I think, quite a number of them that had no knowl- 
ledge of the complicated processes by which postal employees are 
appointed. And even after my very splendid tutelage this morning, 
I am not convinced that I understand it thoroughly. So I can under- 
stand why, down in cane there is some skeptic ism how it does 


work. It is certainly a fact that we have got to get to the source of 
it, because there were some people in there doing this thing with very 
nefarious purposes and who were peddling these jobs, and I would 
not want to have a miscarriage of justice, that the only people who 
were prosecuted or who were penalized or who lost positions as a 
consequence of it were the people who were cheated, and cheating. 

Mr. Donatpson. We have no alternative, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. I grant you that. 

Mr. Donatpson. We have to remove the employee, if we have evi- 
dence that he purchased his job. We have no alternative in that. 

Senator Munpr. I agree with you. That can be equalized by re- 
opening the examinations, and if those people show, on the basis of 
merit, or whatever it is, that they can qualify, they get a second hit 
at it. They will not go to jail, take it, those people who paid their 
money. 

Mr. Donarpson. There are a good many people that believe they can 
obtain a position if they get enough political influence or pay for it. 
That is a sort of general feeling. "That is just not in Mississippi. It 
is over the country, wherever you hold an examination. The appli- 
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‘ants will be maneuvering around to get some kind of endorsement 
or might offer to pay something, if they get it. You can understand 
that. ‘There are even those people that think a Member of Congress 

can even corrupt the Civil Service Commission and make that fellow 
eligible and give him the top grade and everything else. 

It is not an unusual thing for these eligibles when they know they 
are one of the first three to be s searching around for some means of 
getting that job. And you may find that the top eligible offered $500, 
the second eligible offered $700, and the third one offered $1,000, and 
he got the job. It is not an unusual thing for them to search arown< 
to get the appointment. They are sought after. 

I want to make this observation, too, notwithstanding my feelings 
on civil service and the recommendations I made with reference to it, 
I have found over the years that you get the best postmasters and you 
are apt to make a better selection where you consult the Member of 
Congress who is familiar with all of the things in his district. The 
Member of C ongress always feels that it means something to him if he 
makes a good selection. If he has a man it is a good reflection upon 
the Members of C ongress to make a good selection. And I have found 
over the years we have little difficulty and have a better group of post 
masters where the Congressman has been consulted. We do not know 
those people in the community at all, and the Congressman does, and 
I am not averse to consulting a Member of Congress. 

Senator McCieixan. | appreciate your making that statement, be- 
cause I do not think that having the patronage is necessarily an asset 
to a Congressman at all, but in the event there is a bad appointment 
and the appointee fails to give service that is satisfactory to the 
patrons, the patrons complain to the Congressman. 

Mr. Donatpson. He gets the kick—kicked whether he had to do 
with the appointment or not. 

Senator McCietxian. He certainly gets the blame for it. 

Senator Munpr. I agree with that principle and concept, too, Mr. 
Donaldson, and wonder whether the Post Office Department has any 
present plans of extending it to Louisiana and South Carolina. 

Mr. Donatpson. I think we are consulting the Members of Con- 
gress in Louisiana with some eee and I think we are consulting 
all Members in Congress in South Carolina with one exception. | 
would not be sure about that, but that is what my memory is. 

Senator Munpr. We had a witness before us at the last hearing 
that said they were still consullting outside advisers in South Carolina 
and Louisiana, so I mention those. 

Mr. Donatpson. I am quite sure that each and every Congressma! 
in the State of South Carolina is consulted, with one exception, and 
there may be one or two exceptions in Louisiana. 

Senator Munopr. Is that present Congressman disreputable ? 

Mr. Donatpson. He just does not happen to be the adviser. 

Senator Munpr. I sympathize with you. I am not an adviser, 
either, so I know how he feels. One or two other matters and we 
are through. 

How far did the position of these advisers go? I can see your pos! 
tion when the Post Office Department of the United States starts 
conferring with advisers about the derelictions of the postmasters of 
the community and writes letters to them saying that postmaster so 
and-so had stolen money orders and postmaster so-and-so had been 
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engaged in a drunken brawl, consequently we have investigated him 

varefully and are contemplating removing him, and will you submit 
somebody else’s name—that seems to me going too far with an adviser, 
certainly, not an official, an extra legal adviser. 

Mr. Donatpson. That is the same principle. Suppose, for instance, 
in one of these congressional districts a postmaster embezzles a large 
sum of money. We displace him immediately, but we go to the ad- 
viser merely for the purpose of getting the name of an acting post- 
master to serve until the regular appointment ismade. We go to the 
adviser on the appointment of the acting postmaster in the same 
manner that you go to him on advice for the eligible register. 

Senator Munpr. Is it necessary to tell your adviser the reasons and 
the specific charges that have been made and to give him all of the 
information ahead of the time that the postmaster has been removed 
and, consequently, well ahead of the time that. the postmaster has had 
a chance to appear before the hearing officers ? 

Mr. Donatpson. I do not think it serves any bad purpose at all. 
The purpose of that is to acquaint the adviser with the facts in the 
case, because oftentimes you will find some objections to their removal 
of the postmaster coming from the adviser. So, therefore, we acquaint 
the adviser with the facts so there can be no ground for his objections 
to the action we are going to take. 

Senator Munor. Is that not submitting the administration of the 
Government’s biggest. business, the post office, to a pretty perilous 
situation when an adviser such as you meet one time in your life, such 
as Hood, who was not elected by anybody to anything, never con- 
firmed for anything, has no legal position, to write him and say, “We 
have got a man down there doing this and doing that and robbing 
the bank and stealing chickens and making out false affidavits, we 
think we ought to get rid of him.” 

Mr. Donatpson. No: no detailed; no detailed. 

Senator Munpr. That is the reason we have deficits and losses in 
the post office. I am not criticizing, but if that is the pattern 

Mr. Donatpson. There is no detailed information given to the ad- 
viser as you are reciting here. 

Senator Munpr. Yes; there is. 

Mr. Donatpson. No detailed information, not if he embezzles funds. 
We say he has embezzled a large sum of money. 

Senator Munpr. I will read you a letter that is very detailed, I 
think, dealing with the postmastership at Vardaman, Miss. 

(The letter referred to was marked “Exhibit 50,” and may be found 
in the appendix on p. 606.) 





That on or about February 24, 1949, he— 
the postmaster— 
accepted $43.69 in cash for a money order— 


and so forth. That is detailed down to 69 cents. 
Itemized No. 2.: 


He— 
the postmaster— 
has been extravagant in the use of clerical auxiliary allowances and has 


used more than was justified by the needs of the office over a period of many 
quarters. 
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(3) He has permitted his daughter, Margaret Jane M., to work in the post 
office while another daughter, Mrs. Rosanne M. H., was absent and the records 
have been made to show that all this service was performed by Mrs. H. and 
payment was made to her at a higher rate than would have been paid to Miss 
M. 


Plenty of details. 


(4) Members of the postmaster’s family purchased postage stamp stock in 
the approximate amount of $400 during the calendar year 1948, and not less 
than $37.50 during the current calendar year— 


That is pretty detailed, 50 cents. That is half a dollar. 


(5) He has falsified post office records; in that time records have been wholly 
ignored in preparing pay vouchers for substitute clerks. 

That refers to an item of $398.80. 

Then you go on and say: 

Very careful consideration has been given the charges and the postmaster’s 
reply, which is on file in this bureau. It has been decided that conditions 
necessitate a change in the postmastership and that Mr. M. should be removed 
at the earliest practicable date. 

That was not you, but your predecessor, or an associate, Mr. V. ¢ 
Burke, who signed the letter. 

It seems to me that is going a long way to an unofficial unknown 
to disclose the skeletons in the Post Office Department before the 
postmaster has had a chance to appear before the Board. 

Mr. Donatpson. The postmaster has already replied to the charges 
before that letter is ever written. 

Senator Munpr. But you have not removed him, you say you are 
considering removing him at the earliest practicable date. 

Mr. Donatpson. Not to remove him until you have the name of 
the acting. You cannot let the postmaster go without some head to 
it. 

Senator Munpr. It is better to have no head at all than have a fel 
low that. is stealing $400 one day and $397.50 the next day, and en- 
gaging in corruption right along. It seems a lot better with no post 
office head. 

Mr. Donatpson. Very often—— 

Senator Munpr. You could put a rural mail clerk in charge. 

Mr. DonaLpson. You cannot put him in charge. The law will not 
permit it. 

Senator Munpr. Do you not have in the postal department some 
way in which you can send out someone from your office to move into 
a post office where they are stealing at the rate of $100 a day—do 
you have to wait for 30 d: Lys to lose that much money ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. There is no authority of law. 

Senator Munpr. There must be some way—let us be honest. 

Mr. Donatpson. You are not giving me a chance to answer you. 

Mr. Donatpson. If we have an assistant postmaster in an office we 

Senator Munpr. Go right ahead. 

Mr. Donatpson. If we have an assistant postmaster in an office we 
immediately remove the postmaster and the assistant acts, but we 
have got about all of the third- and fourth-class postmasters who have 
no assistant postmasters by law, and 4,500 second class have no assist- 
ant postmasters. The postmaster is bonded for the over-all reponsi- 
bility of that office. There is nobody else that you can put in charge 
of those offices where you have no assistant that is responsible to the 
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Post Office Department for a dime excepting his own bond of, perhaps, 
$1,000. So there we have got to get the name of an acting postmaster, 
and we continue to hold this postmaster responsible under his bond 
until we can install an acting postmaster and bond him. So sometimes 
we have to go through this routine to get the name of an acting post- 
master. Very frequently, if the Congressman is the adviser and we 
do not inform him of the facts in the cases, he is not prepared to know 
whether this postmaster is being treated fairly or not. So there is 
nothing wrong in telling the facts. That postmaster should be re- 
moved. And if we have an assistant postmaster who is bonded and 
responsible to the Post Office Department, we can remove the post- 
master immediately and he will continue in charge of the office until 
named acting. He does not get the pay for it. There is no authority 
of law to make anybody responsible for the conduct of the post office 
unless he is appointed postmaster or acting postmaster and bonded by 
the Government. And some of these postmasters are bonded for 
S100,000. 

Senator Munpr. Are you through ? 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes, I am through. 

Senator Munpr. There is no way, then, in which you can take a 
man out even when you find that he is engaged in corruption, unhap- 
pily as you sometimes do, without waiting for the 30-day hearing 
period or whatever hearing period is involv ed? 

Mr. Donatpson. In a small post office where we have no assistant 
we teletype or telegraph to an inspector to go out there and select 
and install somebody immediately. He has to be installed and sworn 
in as acting postmaster. We have no authority to 

Senator Munpr. Of course, you must have a way of putting some- 
body in there. 

Mr. Donatpson. There is no authority in law for it. You can only 
appoint an acting postmaster or postmaster. 

Senator Munpr. Could we agree, then, Mr. Donaldson, among us 
that this is reporting in considerable detail ? 

Mr. Donatpson. I do not see anything wrong with that letter, 
because those are facts in that case, was probably referred to the 
United States attorney for institution of criminal proceedings, too. 
If they are facts, there is no particular harm in that. You would 
have to distinguish bet ween—— 

Senator Munpr. I did not say there was no harm in sending it to 
your Senator or Congressman. You are sending this to a man who 
testifies before us he did not think he had any authority in law. He 
was acting without any of that. 

Mr. Donatpson. You make one point there, I think, that is good, 
but you have that situation. You have had it over the years where 
vour adviser does not happen to be a Member of Congress. You treat 
him in the same way as you do the Member of Congress. You have 

had in the postal service or in the operation of the postal service 
during my entire time, advisers, both Democrats and Republicans, 
sometimes the State chairman, sometimes the national committeeman, 
and sometimes a Member of Congress. 

You take in the Southern States where seldom, if ever, there is a 
Republican Member, they have an adviser who is usually the national 
committeeman in the State. And they would send in that kind of a 
letter, just the same as to a Member of Congress. 
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Senator Munpr. With all of the details? 

Mr. Donatpson. Sure, it has been done over the years. 

Senator Munpr. I will quote you a letter written by Mr. Lawler, 
October 16, 1950. 

(The letter referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 51” and follows: 


Exursit No. 51 

Dear Mr. Hoop: This will refer to the fourth-class post office of Chambers 
Bolivar County, Miss., where Mrs. Evelyn N. Lewis has been serving as post 
master since October 15, 1948. 

A recent inspection of the Chambers post office disclosed that Mrs. Lewis had 
embezzled funds received from the delivery of c. 0. d. parcels in the amount o 
$132.09— 

That is pretty detailed. It continues: 
between the dates of March 21 and July 13, 1950. She had concealed in her home 
about 100 yards from the post office 15 c. o. d. tags representing packages de 
livered between June 2 and August 28, 1950, and converted the amount of $113.66 
collected on these packages to her personal use. She falsified her c. 0. d. records 
in an effort to conceal the embezzlement of official funds. In reply to the letter 
of charges addressed to her by the inspector, Mrs. Lewis admitted the charges. 

In view of the unsatisfactory conditions in the office, the Department has 
decided that Mrs. Lewis should be removed as postmaster at an early date. Ii 
will be appreciated if you will suggest some suitable person for installation as 
acting postmaster. The person named must be a citizen of the United States, 
between 21 and 65 years of age, and a resident within the delivery of the Chambers 
post office. 

That is the same thing. I mention that, not to embarrass you, but 
to point out the taxpayers of this country, who annually have to under- 
write a very great loss in the Post. Office Department, have a rightful 
concern about how much detail about the activities of the post. office 
are conveyed to a fellow like Mr. Hood. It is not just a Mississip yp! 
problem. It is not just a Democratic problem. We are confronted 
with an annual loss in the Post Office Department. Certainly, if we 
are going to appoint postmasters on the recommendations of people 
like Hood, discussing details intimately, relying upon his advice. 
until you put in an assistant or an acting postmaster, and notify him 
so that he can notify the guilty postmaster of all of the details of the 
situation and discuss them with him, it is a situation which I think 
needs to be corrected. 

Mr. Donatpson. Why was it not corrected 20 years ago or 30 years 
ago ¢ 

Senator Munpr, I am not blaming you. 

Mr. Donaupson. Why are you bringing it up at the present tim 
when it has been a system over the years and operated by both parties 
on that basis? Does it look bad just because it happens to be—— 

Senator Munpr. We do not want that kind of corruption going 
on down there. We want to stop it. 

Mr. Donatpson. You had the same thing before the Democrats 
got 1n power. 

Senator Munpr. I do not think, Mr. Donaldson, you mean that. 
I think you misspoke yourself. I do not believe that you resent th: 
fact that we are investigating this Mississippi situation. I think you 
would applaud it. I do not know why you ask us why we are bringing 
it up. I think you would be happy to wash out the dirty linen. 

Mr. Donaxpson. I am doing my best to do that, Senator, but I do 
resent your trying to make a speech for the press or something here to 
embarrass me or try to embarrass the Post Office Department. 
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Now, the Post. Office Department is operating just as it operated 
under the Republican administration, so far as advisers is concerned. 

Senator Munpr. I have not denied that. 

Mr. Donaxpson. That is the formality that was used ever since I 
have been in the service. If it is bad, it was bad always. 

As I understood your point, it is that that kind of a letter would 
have been appropriate if sent to a Member of Congress, but not appro- 
priate if sent to somebody else. 

Senator Munpr. That was your point, not mine. 

Mr. Donatpson. You are basing that upon the fact that we just 
happen to have a bad adviser in Mississippi. All of the advisers are 
not bad. Certainly you cannot charge all of them with the same kind 
of finagling and violation of law as you can charge against Hood and 
his cohorts down there. And we will investigate that to the final con- 
clusion and get all of the facts in the case and submit them all to the 
Department of Justice for prosecution. 

Senator Munpr. Just one other question. Before asking it, I want 
to take out of my mouth the words you have tried to put in it. I did 
not say that I thought this was bad to do it for Mr. Hood and good 
for Members of Congress. I think the Post Office Department should 
be able to conduct its investigations and explorations and make its 
decisions when they find a crook without having to go to any Member 
of Congress or anybody else. 

Mr. Donaupson. Senator Mundt, for 19 years I served as a post 
oflice inspector, and in many instances I found large embezzlements by 
postmasters in both Republican and Democratic administrations where 
he was not removed because the Congressman did not want him re- 
moved, and, therefore, it is necessary to give the Congressman all 
of the facts to convince him that it is paramount that this fellow be 
removed. 

Senator Munpr. I think that is talking realism. I still say I do 
not think the system is good. I doubt whether you think it is good. 

Mr. Donavpson. I never said it was good. I said that it has “been 
a system and has been a precedent over the years. And you are not 
going to change that precedent until Congress passes a law. 

Senator Munpr. Which is substantially what I tried to get you to 
say from the very beginning of these hearings. While we have got 
this polite language in here we do not pay any attention to polities 
and, possibly, it is ; shot full of it. We have to get it corrected. 

Mr. Donatpson. I did not say it is chock full of politics. I would 
not say it was. 

Senator Munpr. We have got a distressing case before our subcom- 
mittee in one Mr. Donaldson, de aling with the postmastersh up 
at Mississippi City, Miss., where you wrote a Mr. John Charles Mon- 
roe, or a letter went out over your signature on December 26, 1950, 
saying to Mr. John Charles Monroe : 
DEAR Mr. Monroe: Under the provisions of the act approved June 25, 1938, 
you have been appointed acting postmaster at the above-named office. 

It is important that you have the enclosed bond and oath executed immediately 
after assuming charge of the oflice and returned without delay to the Bureau 
of Post Office Operations. 

A post office inspector will communicate with you and arrange for your instal- 
lation and the transfer of the office should not be made until the inspector 
calls, 

Very truly yours, J. M. DoNALDSON, 
Postmaster General. 
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Mr. John Charles Monroe testified to our committee that when he 
went to Mississippi City to assume his responsibilities as postmaster, 
he found a woman by the name of Miss Logel sitting in the office acting 
as postmaster of the place, and to the best of his knowledge she is 
still there. I asked him whether he had ever received from you a 
letter canceling his appointment or commenting upon it, or saying that 
a mistake had been made, or you were going to have two postmasters 
down there, or what the situation was, and he said he had heard—and 
I said then and I say to you now, and I do not say this in criticism, but 
I say this in the interest of justice in Mississippi, if a mistake was 
made, you did not intend to give it to Mr. Monroe, give him some letter 
telling him that. And the woman got in there because of this mys- 
terious operation of this Mississippi committee. Should she not be 

taken out by some device and he placed in there / 

Mr. Donapson. I know nothing 

Senator Munpr. It is not good for the Post Office Department to 
have these kinds of letters floating around the place. 

Mr. Donaxpson. That is a form letter, with a facsimile signature 
that goes out of the Bureau of Operations. A mistake was made by the 
Post Office Department, if they decided to appoint somebody else as 
acting postmaster instead of this man Monroe that you are talking 
about. Mr. Monroe was not notified immediately that they had 
changed their mind and appointed somebody else. That was a mis- 
take on the part of the Post Office Department. 

There are very few instances where a man or a person who has been 
named as acting postmaster where some change is made before the date 
of his installation—very few cases of that kind—but when a change 
is made for some reason or another, it may be a good reason ; the person 
who has been first notified that he is appointed should be notified im- 
mediately that he is not going to be appointed, and if they did not do 
that from the Bureau, then t rey made a mistake. 

Senator Munpr. My only request of you, sir, is that you make an 
investigation of that particular case and make a full report back to 
this committee as to who eventually gets that postmastership, and if 
a change is being made, why it was made. 

Mr. Donatpson. This is only in the appointment of an acting co 
master, and I presume that maybe by now, I do not know, the Civil 
Service Commission has furnished an elizible register and a per- 
manent appointment has been made. I think that same question was 
asked of Mr. Lawler and he promised to furnish something for the 
record on that case. 

Senator Munpr. That is right. I wanted to have your support for 
that. 

Senator McCarruy. Mr. Donaldson, do you feel that you could run 
a more efficient organization if the appointment of postmasters and 
postal carriers was taken completely out of politics ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That would be a most difficult question to answer. 
I think today we have under the civil-service postmasters the most 
competent bunch of postmasters we have ever had in my time. Now, 
it could be that in some instances a postmaster would be appointed 
who would not take the interest in the service that he ought to take and 
would not be as economical in the operation of the service as he 
should and, therefore, you might have a case of where some cost to the 
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service could be eliminated. That would not apply to rural carriers 
because the rural carrier is paid on the mileage basis and it does not 
make any difference who serves the route, the cost would be the same. 
And the salary of the postmaster is fixed by law and it does not make 
any difference whether you appoint John Jones or John Smith, the 
same salary is paid. 

If you get an efficient postmaster it is just as easy to get one through 
the selection from the civil service register on merit as it is to get some- 
body who has been appointed upon the advice of some adviser for 
purely political reasons. 

Senator McCarruy. Let me ask you this: You and I know in the 
past when the Republicans are in power we appoint Republicans and 
when the Democrats are in power we appoint Democrats. 

Mr. Donatpson. Wherever they could. 

Senator McCarruy. In 99 percent of the cases. 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes. 

Senator McCarruy. My question to you is this, do you think that 
if we continue with that system, or do you think we could run a better 
postal department if at some time—— 

Mr. Donaupson. I think you 

Senator McCarry. Let me finish—either during this session of 
Congress or at some future session to try and pass legislation which 
would take the appointment completely out of politics; in other words, 
when a man’s political affiliation would have nothing to do with the 
appointment; I say, keeping in mind that we both know that the Re- 
publicans appoint Republicans and the Democrats appoint Demo- 
crats—do you think we should continue with that system or could we 
have a more efficient postal department—— 

Mr. Donatpson. I have advocated that first consideration be given 
to some person who has come up in the service in the Post Office if he 
is competent and qualified. And, by eliminating politics from these 
appointments or political consideration, I think you would increase 
the morale a great deal in the postal service. In other words, there 
would be an incentive for some person employed as a clerk or a carrrier 
in a post office to go as far up as he can, as his ability will permit him to 
go. I have advocated that over the years. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, you do say you could run a 
more efficient department / 

Mr. Donatpson. You would always. 

Senator McCarrny. If politics played no part in the appointment ? 

Mr. Donatpson. You will always have more efficiency where you 
have greater morale, and I think it would increase the morale and it 
would increase the efficiency. 

Senator McCarruy. Then you would recommend that we pass legis- 
lation taking the appointments out of politics; right ? 

Mr. Donaxpson. | think the only kind of legislation you could pass 
would have to be a sort of negative legislation, prohibiting the Post 
Office Department from consulting anybody, even a Member of Con- 
gress. That is what you have to do to prohibit the thing. 

Senator McCarruy. Let me ask you this: You are the man charged 
with the enforcement of the laws under which you presently appoint 
postmasters; right ? 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right. 
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Senator McCarruy. That is your duty? 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes. 

Senator McCarrny. That is your job? 

Mr. Donatpson. Yes. 

Senator McCarry. The law, according to your letter, speniiically 
provides—first, let us say this—am I correct in this/—that there wa 
no legislation putting the appointment of postmasters under sail 
service until 1938. 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right. 

Senator McCarrny. Prior to that you had no legislation covering 
it; right ? 

Mr. Donatpson. All by Executive order. 

Senator McCartny. So that for the first time, in 1938, the Congress 
passed a law putting the appointment of postmasters under civil serv- 
ice, and you are operating under that law ¢ 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes. 

Senator McCarruy. Am I correct in reading from your letter the 
law specifically provides that no recommendation based on political 
affiliation and so forth shall be considered or certified by the Civil 
Service Commission or by any officer concerned with making appoint- 
ments? There is no question about that; is there / 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right. 

Senator McCarruy. So, the law says to you; You shall not make 
any appointments based upon politics ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. That is right. 

Senator McCartruy. That is right. Now, if you have any reason 
to believe that your advisers are making recommendations because of 
political affiliations, then you will concede that you should change 
your advisers ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. We would change the advisers or ignore any rec- 
ommendations coming from him. 

Senator McCarruy. So, you think that as of now your advisers are 
not taking politics into consideration ? 

Mr. Donatpson. I assume they are. It would be unfair and 
would be untruthful if I said they did not. 

Senator McCarrny. Then, if you assume they are making nomina- 
tions based upon politics, if you assume that, then you are telling us 
that you are not following this law? 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, the law goes further than that. I do not 
appoint postmasters. The law requires that the nominations be sub- 
mitted to the Senate and confirmed by the Senate. An appointment 
cannot be made until the Senate affirms the nomination. 

Senator McCarruy. Who makes the nomination ¢ 

Mr. Donaupson. It is made by the direction of the President after 
the Senate has confirmed the nominations. 

Senator McCartuy. What part do you play in selecting a post- 
master ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, if a vacancy occurs in the Post Office and we 
call for an open competitive examination, the Civil Service sends us 
the eligible register. We submit it to the adviser for his suggestion. 
Now, there is where the political consideration comes in. 

Senator McCarrny. You did not get my question. Just what do 
youdo? Do yousend the names over to the President? Do you make 
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the appointment, subject to confirmation by the Senate, just so the 
record will be clear? 

Mr. Donaxpson. I have not completed. When the eligible register 
is received by the adviser and he makes a suggestion to the Post Office 
Department, then if that suggestion that he makes is a suggestion for 
the appointment of one of the three highest eligibles and has duer egard 
for the veterans’ preference and does not viol: ate the Veterans’ Pref- 
erence Act, then that name is included on a nomination list which goes 
to the White House. It is sent from the White House to the Senate. 

Senator McCartruy. You send the nomination list over to the White 
House ? 

Mr. Donatpson, That is right. 

Senator McCartny. You nominate the postmaster: is that right? 

Mr. Donaxpson. Practically so. I make up the list and sign the 
list, but the law requires that that list be submitted by the President, 
and so it has to go to the White House and is submitted by him to 
the Senate. 

Senator McCarrny. Let me ask you this: In view of the fact that 
the law under which you are now operating says that political affilia- 
tions will not be taken into consideration, can we both agree that we, 
the Senate, in confirming it, the President in sending them over, you in 
selecting them, that someone here is violating the law; is that correct ? 

Mr. Donatpson. I think it is a bad practice. 

Senator McCarrnry. No, no. 

Mr. Donatpson. I do not think it is any violation of law, because 
you have a perfect right to select any one of the highest three. It 
would be a violation of law on my part if I entertained a suggestion 
from somebody to appoint John Jones because he was a Democrat 
or a Methodist: with that knowledge, if I submitted that nomination 
IT would be violating the law. 

Senator McCarrny. Just a minute.. Even if you know, as you do, 
that the law provides, No. 1, that political affiliation will not be taken 
into consideration in selecting a postmaster: if vou know, Wo. 2, that 
your advisers are selecting only the members of one party, then are 
we not violating the law? 

Mr. Donaxpson. I do not know that. If I knew that, I would be: 
ves, but I do not know that. 

Senator McCarrny. You do not know? 

Mr. Donatpson. No. 

Senator McCarruy. You do not think your advisers are picking 
people because they are Democrats ¢ 

Mr. Donatpson. Well, I presume that that might be considered by 
the adviser, but the selection has to be based upon merit and qualifica- 
tions. And very on the name of the top eligible submitted 
more frequently is selected than any other. 

Senator McCartruy. Let me ask you this: Do you have any reason 
to believe that your advisers are selecting postmasters on the basis 
of political affiliations: have you any reason to believe that 

Mr. Donatpson. I think over the years that the adviser, whether 
he be Republican or Democratic adviser, has given that consideration ; 
yes, I believe that. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, you think that since this law 
was passed in 1938 that you have been selecting postmasters on the 
basis of political affiliation ? 
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Mr. Donatpson. Well, bear in mind this law that you are talking 
about with reference to religious or political affiliations was not passed 
in 1938. That has been a civil-service law for years and years and 
years. It only became applicable to postmasters when they put post- 
masters under civil service in 1938. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, the law was passed in 1938— 
right ‘—and the Civil Service Commission made rules that under law / 

Mr. Donatpson. No, no; the civil-service rules that om are read- 
ing to me there have been on the books for many years 

Senator McCarruy. Let us get back 

Mr. Donatpson. But it applied—let me get this clearly to you— 
that regulation and law with reference to selecting a person for ap- 
pointment without consideration of political or religious affiliations 
is as old as the hills, but it did not apply to—it only applied to people 
under civil servic e—postmasters did not come under civil service until 
1938 ; and, therefore, the old law applied to them. 

Senator McCarruy. So, in 1938, this rule applied to postmasters 

Mr. Donatpson. When they were put under civil service it applied 
to them. 

Senator McCarrny. Commencing in 1938 ¢ 

Mr. Donaupson. Yes. 

Senator McCarrny. Let me say this: The reason I am concerned 
with this, Mr. Donaldson, some of us feel that if we would take the 
postal department out of politics we would have a more efficient postal 
department. Other people think not. In any event, in 1938 we did 
pass a law for the first time putting postmasters under civil service. 
In your letter you say that political affiliations shall in no way enter 
into the selection. You are charged with the enforcement of this law. 
I am just asking you a simple question now, whether or not you think 
that this law is being violated or whether you think that all of these 
selections are being made without regard for political affiliations ¢ 

Mr. Donarpson. I do not think that they are all being selected with- 
out regard to political affiliations. 

Senator McCarruy. So, in other words, you realize the law is being 
completely disregarded; do you not? 

Mr. Donautpson. | am aware of the fact or, at least, I am sure—I do 
not know this, because [ do not know any of the applicants and I do 
not know their religion or their politics; I never know that—but I 
am assuming that whenever you consult a Democratic adviser, if there 
is a Democrat on the list, he will recommend him; if you consult the 
Republican, and there is a Republican on there, he will recommend 
him. I do not think you can get away from that if you change the 
law. 

Senator McCarruy. The law does not say to you, Mr. Donaldson, 
have advisers. It says nothing about it. The law says, Mr. Donaldson, 
you will not select postmasters on the advice of political affiliation. 
Whether that is right or wrong, that is the law. I am wondering why 
you do not follow that law. 

Mr. Donaxtpson. You cannot follow that law as long as you have 
postmasters confirmed by the Senate. If I were to attmpt to select the 
postmasters in these registers myself and send those nominations 
to the Senate without consulting somebody, there would not be very 
many of them confirmed. 
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Senator McCarrny. Do I understand then that your suggestion as 
to how to remedy this is to leave the law as it is, but say that they 
shall not be confirmed by the Senate; would that take it out of 
politics? 

Mr. Donaupson. That will goa long way toward it. 

Senator McCarrny. And if we were to do that this year, to provide 
that the Senate no longer is to confirm the appointment of postmasters, 
what would you do about your advisers? Would you discharge them 
and get advisers who will forget about the political affiliations? 

Mr. Donatpson. That would be tantamount—if you repealed the 
law that provides for nomination of postmasters and confirmation 
by the Senate, you would take away any necessity for any advisers 
at all. 

Senator McCarrny. How would you select them then? 

Mr. Donatpson. We would have to select them based upon the re- 
ports made by the Civil Service Commission or maybe have an inves- 
tigation made by some postal employee to determine the fitness of the 
three eligibles. 

Senator McCarruy. How many investigators do you have working 
down in Mississippi now ¢ 

Mr. Donaupson. There are two. 

Senator McCarrny. And they have been working for how long? 

Mr. Dona.pson. They went down sometime about the middle of 
February, I believe. 

Senator McCarrny. They are still working there / 

Mr. Donaupson. They are about concluding their investigation, I 
understand. 

Senator McCarrny. I do not suppose at this particular point in 
the investigation you can tell us whether criminal action will be 
recommended ¢ 

Mr. Donaupson. I did not understand. 

Senator McCarrny. I do not suppose at this particular point in 
your investigation you can tell us whether or not criminal action will 
be recommended ? 

Mr. Donatpson. Criminal action has to be taken by the Depart- 
ment of Justice, but we will submit to the Department of Justice all 
of the facts developed by this investigation. You must bear in mind 
that the inspectors have already obtained a number of affidavits from 
the employees themselves to the effect that they did pay for their 
jobs. Those affidavits will be submitted to the Department of Justice. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, you do not make a recom- 
mendation ; you merely submit the facts to the Department of Justice? 

Mr. Donatpson. We do not make a recommendation in any case, 
whether it be a post-office robbery or not; we just submit the facts 
to the Department of Justice. 

Senator McCarrny. I have no further questions. 

Senator Hory. Thank you very much for your appearance here 
today. You need not return. 

Senator McClellan and Senator Mundt have engagements and have 
to leave. Mr. Moore, I will have to ask you to come back at another 
time. I will let you know when so as to finish the examination. I had 
hoped that we might finish this afternoon, but neither one can come 
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back this afternoon. So, I will have to notify you, Mr. Moore, as to 
when you shall return. We will give notice of that. 

Senator McCartny. May I ask what progress we have made toward 
getting the records of Mr. Boehm? 

Senator Hory. I will say that the staff is working on that now. 

We will now take a recess subject to be called back by the Chair. 

You are excused, Mr. Donaldson. 

Mr. Donaupson. Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon, at 12:30 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned sine die.) 
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SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1951 


SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE, 
CoMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES IN 
THE Executive DrpaRTMENTs, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 
51 agreed to January 29, 1951, first session, Eighty-second Congress, 
in room 357, Senate Office Building, Senator Clyde R. Hoey (chair- 
man) presiding. 

Present : Senator Clyde R. Hoey, of North Carolina. 

Also present: Francis D. Flanagan, chief counsel, and Ruth Young, 
clerk. 

Senator Hory. The subcommittee will come to order. 

We thank you very much for coming back, Mr. Moore. We did 
not get to finish the other day, other hearings have intervened, and 
Senator Mundt was to be back but he just phoned me that it will be 
impossible for him to get here this morning. I am going to ask Mr. 
Flanagan to examine you about some matters, and I think that when 
that goes in the record it will probably be sufficient and we will not 
have to bother you again, but, anyway, Mr. Flanagan will ask you 
some questions. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF ROBERT M. MOORE, DEMOCRATIC 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


Mr. Moore. May I make one correction in my testimony of Wednes- 
day? Senator McClellan asked me when we notified the Post Office 
Department to use Mr. Hood as an adviser. I told him I thought 
it was in August, the best I remembered. I checked when I went back 
to the office, and it was July 5, 1949, instead of August. 

Senator Hory. That is all right. That correction will be made 
in the record. Mr. Flanagan will now ask you some questions about 
this, and then we will let Senator Mundt look over the record, both 
the questions that we asked you the other day, Senator McClellan 
and myself, and the questions by Mr. Flanagan, and then if he should 
desire to propound some other questions, we will notify you. 

Mr. Franacan. You state it was on July 5, 1949, that the chair- 
man of the Democratic National Committee advised the Post Office 
Department that they should use Clarence Hood of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee as adviser ? 
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Mr. Moore. Mr. Hood, acting national committeeman. 

Mr. FLanacan. Mr. Hood would be the man that would handle that 
for them ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. Was that a decision of the National Democratic 
Committee itself? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Firanacan. Who would make that, normally, the chairman or 
some members of the committee ¢ 

Mr. Moore. The chairman would make the decision, usually we 
have a staff meeting and discuss matters and then he makes the 
decision. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Were you present at any of the staff meetings at 
which you were going to discuss using Clarence Hood as an adviser ? 

Mr. Moore. No regular staff meeting, just informal discussions 
with the chairman. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you have discussions with Mr. Boyle along 
that line? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Mr. Franacan. At the time you had these discussions was Mr. Hood 

then recognized by the Democratic National Committee as acting 
committeeman in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. poe 

Mr. Fianacan. He had already been recognized ¢ 

Mr. Moore. He had already been recognized. 

Mr. Fianacan. When was he recognized, do you recall ¢ 

Mr. Moore. He was recognized originally on October 25, 1948. Sen- 
ator McGrath was then chairman and recognized him. Then that 
was confirmed at the national committee meeting on August 23, 1949. 

Mr. Fianacan. That is the point 1 wanted to make very clear in 
the record, that Senator McGrath had recognized Hood as early as 
October 1948. 

Mr. Moore. Right. 

Mr. Fianacan. That was confirmed by the entire committee in 
August 1949 ¢ 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. So that he was recognized at the time you turned 
the patronage over to him? 

Mr. Moorr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. To the best of your knowledge was the determina- 
tion to make Hood an adviser in Mississippi, an independent deter- 
mination of the chairman or the members of the national committee ¢ 

Mr. Moore. Of the chairman. 

Mr. Fianacan. To your knowledge, did anyone, outside of the na- 
tional committee, have discussions with you or request that Hood be 
recognized ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; it was just in accordance with our usual cus- 
tom, once a man had been recognized as national committeeman that 
we worked with him. 

Mr. Fuanacan. There is some testimony in the record that Donald 
Dawson may have been instrumental in assisting Hood obtain that 
recognition. Do you know whether or not Donald Dawson conferred 


with yourself or any other member of the national committee on be- 
half of Hood ¢ 
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Mr. Moore. He did not with me. And I am rather confident not 
with any other member. 

Mr. Fuanagan. And you are quite sure that it was an independ- 
ent 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Decision on the part of the chairman, acting upon 
the advice of yourself and other members of the staff? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And that that would be a normal procedure to 
recognize whoever had been recognized as State committeeman ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In the testimony that was taken at Jackson, and 
in discussions with General Donaldson the other day, reference was 
made to an alleged conversation which Mr. Hood had with you con- 
cerning complaints of job selling in Mississippi, and I am now read- 
ing from the testimony of Mr. “Hood taken in Jackson, Miss., and 
without going into the whole background, he said this: 


General Donaldson later told me through Mr. Moore that these matters— 


namely, job selling— 


were being brought to his attention by members of the Mississippi delegation of 
Congress, because he did not consider them too seriously, because he knew that 
they were trying to get the patronage back. 

Do you recollect ever having a conversation with either Mr. Donald- 
son or Mr, Hood concerning ‘job- selling charges in Mississippi? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. This conversation allegedly took place probably 
sometime in the late summer of 1950. Do you recollect having any 
conversation in 1950 with Mr. Hood where the matter of job selling 
came up at all? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir, I do not. 

Senator Hory. In that connection, Mr. Moore, did you ever state 
to Mr. Hood that Mr. Donaldson had said that they did not pay much 
attention to it, because the Congressmen from Mississippi wanted to 
get patronage back? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Senator Horry. You did not transmit any message like that 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Senator Hory. From Mr. Donaldson to Mr. Hood ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. There is also testimony in the record to the effect 
that sometime in July 1950 you called Mr. Hood or possibly some other 
member of the Mississippi Democratic Committee and told him to 
come up to Washington in regard to these charges of job selling. Did 
you ever have any conversation with Mr. Hood or any me umber of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee in the summer of 1950 concerning 
the alleged sale of jobs in that State ¢ 

Mr. Moore. I have no recollection of such a conversation, and I am 
sure I would have remembered anything like that. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you ever call Mr. Hood, or any of that Missis- 
sippi group, and tell them to come up to Washington to discuss the 
methods that they wh, using in dispensing patronage down there? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; I did not call him at any time on a matter of 
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that kind. They were in Washington every so often and usually 
‘ame to the committee, and we discussed various matters in which 
they were interested, patronage—— 

Mr. Franacan. Was there any discussion, either on their part or 
yours, about the alleged sale of jobs in the State of Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; not with me at all. 

Mr. Franacan. When was the first time that you even suspected 
that this group was engaged in the sale of jobs down there? 

Mr. Moore. That was the latter part of February of this yea 

Mr. Franacan. 1951? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. And as I recollect your previous testimony that 
was the result of charges brought by the two Senators from the 
State—— 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Of Mississippi? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever discuss the activities of Mr. Beasley 
who, at one time, was secretary-treasurer of the group in Mississippi, 
with Mr. Hood or any other members of the committee down there? 

Mr. Moore. It is possible that we did. He was the original secre- 
tary of the committee down there, and it is possible that at some time or 
other we did discuss his activities, in fact, as a matter of fact, as I re- 

‘all he was drinking rather heavily, and some of them did not feel 
that he was too responsible and that he ought to be replaced. I think 
there was some conversation along that line among themselves, and 
they asked me as to the procedure for replacing him, what the rules 
required. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Had they reported to you that he was drinking 
rather heavily sometime during 1950? 

Mr. Moore. I think so, Mr. Flanagan. It seems there was some 
discussion on that. 

Mr. Franacan. Did they say what effect, if any, that was having on 
his job as secretary-treasurer of that organization down there ? 

Mr. Moorr. That he was just not on the job, was neglecting his 
duties, something to that effect. 

Mr. Franacan. Did they ask your advice as to what they might do 
concerning him ? 

Mr. Moore. As to how they should go about replacing him. 

Mr. Franacan. What did you tell them ? 

Mr. Moore. If there was any special provision for doing that, and, 
of course, I told them that we were interested only in the members 
of the national committee, that we did have a procedure on that, but 
as far as the State committee was concerned, it was a matter for them 
to handle themselves. 

Mr. Franacan. Did they ever 

Mr. Moore. In accordance with their rules. 

Mr. Fianacan. Go ahead. 

Mr. Moore. In accordance with the rules of their own committee. 

Mr. Franacan. Did they ever tell you how they did handle the 
situation ? 

Mr. Moore. No; they did not, except that I notice that he was 
replaced. 
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Mr. Franacan. Did they ever tell you that it was alleged that he 
had been selling, or might be attempting to sell jobs down there? 

Mr. Moore. Not that I recall in any instance; no, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did they ever tell you that Beasley might be at- 
tempting to collect contributions from people who were being consid- 
ered for Federal appointment in that State? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. Mr. Flanagan, I had no discussions with them 
concerning finances. That was out of my field. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did they ever tell you how much money they had 
in their treasury ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Frianacan. Did they ever tell you what they were doing with 
the money they did have in the treasury ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did they ever ask you, or to your knowledge, any 
other member of the committee up here, for funds on which to operate 
in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. I would not know about that, Mr. Flanagan. They 
never did mention it to me at all. You see, they worked with Mr. 
Carraway on their dinners. He was the man responsible for assisting 
and promoting the dinners, So finances were out of my field. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did Mr. Hood, or any other representative of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee, ever ask you whether it would be 
proper to solicit contributions from persons that were being con- 
sidered for Federal appointments in Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did they ever bring this subject up at all? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. As I recollect, Mr. Moore, you testified the other day 
that Mr. Hood called you from Summerville, S. C., sometime early 
this year, seeking the assistance of the national committee in the 
endorsement of Mr. Burr as State director of the OPS in the State of 
Mississippi; do you recollect that? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. That testimony ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir, I do. 

Mr. FianaGan. Had the national committee already considered 
Burr as a candidate for that position prior to the call from Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Moore. I do not think so, Mr. Flanagan. I think that was the 
first information we had about him ourselves. 

Mr. FuanaGan. Did you, in fact, endorse him after you received this 
call from Mr. Hood? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. We did go ahead then and suggest that he would 
be a good man to consider, 

Mr. FuanaGan. Do you know whether or not Mr. Burr was being 
actually considered as a candidate for that position prior to the time 
you made your endorsement ? 

Mr. Moors. No, sir, I do not, 

Mr. FLanaGan. Would it be possible that he was? 

Mr. Moore. It would be wholly possible, yes. 

Mr. Fuanacan. In other words, you just do not know whether or 
not he was being considered for that position ¢ 
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Mr. Moore. I do not know whether he was under consideration. 
When his name came to our attention, why, we suggested that he be 
given consideration. 

Mr. FLtanaGan. When was the first time that you ever had any 
conversation or communication of any kind with either Mr. or Mrs. 
Claude V. Murphy of Winona, Miss. ¢ 

Mr. Moore. The first time I recall meeting them was at the con- 
vention in Philadelphia in 1948. They were there as visitors. 

Mr. FianacGan. Who introduced you to them at that time, do you 
recollect ? 

Mr. Moorr. I think they introduced themselves. They came up 
to the reception desk. And I happened to be there, and they said 
they were Mr. and Mrs. Claude Murphy from Mississippi, and they 
would like to attend some of the sessions and would like to have 
tickets. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did either of the Murphys at that time advise you 
that they were active on the part, on behalf of the Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Committee, the Hood group? 

Mr. Moore. As I recall, Mr. Flanagan, Mrs. Murphy mentioned 
that she was a member of the State committee. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did she say what her duties or functions were in 
connection with that committee ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. No, there was a good deal of confusion. We 
had the reception desk out in that big lobby of the Stevens Hotel 
and there were quite a few people milling around, and I think they 
got some tickets to attend the sessions. 

Mr. Franacan. This first meeting was just a casual meeting ? 

Mr. Moore. Just a casual meeting. 

Mr. Fianacan. At the national convention ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Mr. Franacan. When was the next time that you had any contact 
with either of the Murphys? 

Mr. Moore. I do not know the date of that, Mr. Flanagan. Mrs. 
Murphy was up one time and she visited around the committee and 
dropped in to see me and talked some about the situation in Missis- 
sippi, her interests in the committee, and so on. 

Mr. FLianacan. Can you place the approximate date of that second 
visit with Mrs. Murphy ? 

Mr. Moore. No, I cannot. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Was it in 1949 or 1950, or was it this year ¢ 

Mr. Moore. I think it was 1950. 

Mr. FLanaGan. Sometime in 1950? 

Mr. Moore. Sometime in 1950, I would guess. 

Mr. Franacan. What did she have to say about the situation in 
Mississippi at that time ? 

Mr. Moore. Oh, she was just very much interested in doing what 
she could to be helpful down there, and said something about any 
time we had any suggestions that she would be glad to receive them- 
just sort of casual conversation. 

Mr. Fianacan. This conversation took place at the headquarters 
of the national committee ¢ 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FLanacan. She came there, or did you call her there ? 

Mr. Moore. No, she came there. 
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Mr. FLanaGan. Just dropped in to visit 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Mr. Fianacan. At that time did she explain to you in any way 
what she was doing on behalf of the Mississippi: Democratic Com- 
mittee down in the State of Mississippi ? 

Mr. Moore. Nothing that I Fecull particularly, no, just sort of a 
visit was all, 

Mr. Fianacan. Did she state whether or not she was recommend- 
ing persons for appointment to the postal service? 

Mr. Moore. No; I did not even know that she was doing that until 
this came up. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did she have any discussion with you at that time 
concerning the collection of contributions for that committee in 
ae 

Mr. Moore. Not that I recall, at all, no, sir. 

Mr. Franaean. Did she have any discussion concerning the al- 
leged sale of jobs in Mississippi at that time? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanaaan. Did she ask your advice as to whom she could so- 
licit for money at that time? - 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. When was the next meeting you had with either 
of the Murphys? 

Mr. Moore. The next meeting was sometime prior to their Jefferson- 
Jackson Day Dinner down there. That is when she came up and talked 
to me, and was very concerned about her husband’s losing his position. 

Mr. Fianacan. And that would probably be? 

Mr. Moore. Sometime in the first part of March. 

Mr. Fianacan. The early March of 1951? 

Mr. Moore. I think so. 

Mr. Fianacan. What seemed to be her chief anxiety concerning 
her husband’s job? 

Mr. Moore. As I recall she told me that he had been a rural mail 
carrier for 28 years down there, and he had a very good record, and 
she was concerned lest her activities in soliciting contributions would 
reflect on him and cause him to lose his position. 

Mr. Franacan. Did she say from whom she was soliciting these 
contributions ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. I think she remarked that, “I have been very 
active among my friends in soliciting contributions, trying to get peo- 
ple to attend the dinner.” 

Mr. Fianacan. Was she talking about general political contribu- 
tions or contributions in connection with the Jefferson-Jackson Day 
dinner ¢ 

Mr. Moore. More specifically in connection with the Jackson Day 
dinner. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did she discuss any other type of contributions that 
she was collecting from her friends? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; no, she said that she had been very active in 
promoting the dinner and trying to get her friends to attend. 

Mr. Fianacan. Without repeating your former testimony, as I 
recollect it, and correct me if I am wrong, you stated at that time 
that it was perfectly all right for her to sell these Jackson Day dinner 
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tickets, but it would not be proper for her: husband because he was a 
Federal employee, is that correct ? 

Mr. Moore.. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fuanaean. At that meeting that she had with you in March, 
early March of 1951, did she advise you that she was collecting funds 
from persons who were seeking or who had recently been appointed 
to Federal positions in the State? 

Mr. Moore. She did not bring that up at all. 

Mr. Fianacan. You say that she confined her discussions of politi- 
cal contributions to the sale of Jackson Day dinner tickets / 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Did she have any discussion with you at all about 
financial, personal financial losses she was suffering as the result of 
her activities down there? 

Mr. Moore. It seems to me that she said something to the effect 
that she had driven her car quite a bit calling on these people and it 
had cost her quite a bit of money to promote this dinner and to get 
people to take these tickets. 

Mr. Franacan. What did she want you to do about it / 

Mr. Moore. I do not know. She never did say. 

Mr. FianaGan. Did she ask you to be reimbursed for the persona! 
funds she was expending on behalf of the Democratic cause down 
there / 

Mr. Moore. Not that I recall, at all, Mr. Flanagan. She did not 
mention anything of that, of expecting us to reimburse her. 

Mr. Franacan. Did she say that she had been or was going to go 
and discuss any of her problems with Post Office officials here in 
Washington / 

Mr. Moore. Not that I reeall, no, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did you recommend that she go over to the Post 
Office and discuss the problem of her husband’s employment with the 
Post Office officials ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. Or her husband’s activities with the Post Office 
officials ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fruanagean. Did she ask you to make any appointment for her 
at the Post Office so that she could discuss the oroblesieh with them / 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fuanacan. At that time, or at any other time, did you ever tell 
Mrs. Murphy that Rogers and others connected with the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee were just using her to get money ? 

Mr. Moore. No, sir; I did not. 

Mr. Fianacan. At that time, in March of 1951, or at any other time, 
did you ever tell her that she should not have accepted contributions 
from persons at the time she was attempting to get them recommended 
for Federal appointment ? 

Mr. Moore. No. sir, because that did not come up. I did not know 


that she was ea any recommendations until it came out in this. 


Mr. Fianacan. That was the first time that you ever knew she was 
making recommendations, when it came out in connection with this 
current inquiry ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. You see, we would have no reason to know 
particularly who they were consulting locally down there on recom- 
mendations. 
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Senator Horr. All of your recommendations came from Hood? 
Mr. Moore. All of our recommendations came from Hood, yes, sir. 
Mr. Fianacan. How long have you known Mr. Glenn Boehm / 

Mr. Moore. Not very long. I do not recall the first time that he came 
up to the committee and I met him there, but I would say possibly 
sometime last fall. 

Mr. Fuanaean. The fall of 1950? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Franacan. At that time did he come to the national committee 
in connection with any matters involving the Mississippi Democratic 
Committee ? 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Flanagan, I believe the first time that I met him, 
Mr. Hood and Mr. Rogers, perhaps Mr. Mize, I am not certain, there 
were several of them from Mississippi came up, and he just came up, 
and I met him and he said, “Well, these fellows want to talk to you, 
or something like that, and walked out and left. He did not stay. 

Mr. FranaGan. Why would he come to you, if that was the first time 
he met ee knew you long before that. 

Mr. Moore. That is right. He was with them when they go up to 


the committee and he just came along with them and left. I do not 
know when they had gotten together or what that was about. 

Mr. Fianacan. You say that was the first’*time you ever made his 
personal acquaintance ? 

Mr. Moore. That is the first time I recall having met him personally, 
yes, sir. 


Mr. Fianacan. Did you know him by reputation prior to that 


time ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, sir. 

Mr. Fianacan. Did you ever hear of him prior to that time? 

Mr. Moore. Not that I recall at all, no, sir. 

Mr. FLianaGan. The reason I am asking that is, as I recollect the 
previous testimony from members of the committee in Jackson, they 
testified that they used Boehm as a sort of adviser, because he was 
acquainted with Mr. Boyle, Mr. Carraway, yourself, and other mem- 
bers of the committee, wherein they were not personally acquainted, 
and they used him to make appointments, and the like, with members 
of your national group here. 

Mr. Moore. No. he was never used to make any appointment with 
me, and I am quite confident with any of the others, aewane we knew 
them and they knew us—they knew they could come in any time they 
wanted to, that we would hear them. 

Mr. Fianacan. Other than this first meeting that you had with 
Mr. Boehm in the fall of 1950, did he ever contact you again on 
behalf of the Mississippi Democratic Committee or any of the mem- 
bers of that committee ? 

Mr. Moore. He called me twice or possibly three times after that 
to tell me that some of them were coming to Washington on certain 
dates, wanting to know whether I would be in town on that date, said 
they wanted to see me, and he just wanted to know whether I would 
be in town on that date. 

Mr. Fuanacan. Did he discuss any other matters in connection 


with that committee or its officers with you? 
‘ Mr. Moore. No, sir. 
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Mr. Frianacan. In other words, you now say that the only contacts 
you had with Boehm were when he would be calling you to make 
appointments for some member of the Mississippi Democratic Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Moore. Well, I would not say to make appointments. He just 
said, “I want to check and find out, they are coming to town on such 
and such a date, I just want to check whether you would be in town 
on that date.” 

Mr. Franacan. In other words, he was just helping them to ar 
as their schedule to fit in with your schedule ? 

Moore. Apparently so, I do not know. 

Senator Hory. Mr. Moore, we thank you very much for coming by 
this morning, and as I mentioned in the beginning, we will have the 
record transcribed, and if Senator Mundt wishes to ask you addi- 
tional questions, we will ask you to come back some other time. 

Mr. Moore. Thank you, Senator. 

Senator Hory. The hearing will be adjourned at this time. 

(Whereupon, at 10:35 a. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 

(The attached letters were received by the subcommittee :) 


Mississtepr1 DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miss., December 29, 1949. 
Hon. V. C. BURKE, 
Deputy Postmaster General, Division of Rural Delivery Service, 
Post Office Department, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. BurKeE: This will refer to the vacancy existing in the rural car 
rier force at the Winborn, Miss., post office. 

Mr. Eulam Gay Moorehead is No. 2 on the eligible list for the position. In 
vestigation indicates that Mr. Moorehead meets all of the necessary requirements 
as to character and bona fide residence. 

Therefore, it is recommended that Mr. Moorehead be appointed to the vacancy 
at the earliest possible date after the certification of eligibles has been received 
in your office from the Civil Service Commission. 

Sincerely yours, 
CLARENCE E, Hoop, Jr. 


MissIssipP1 DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miss., January 6, 1950. 
Hon. R. W. HALL, 
Mayor, Town of Hickory Flat, 
Hickory Flat, Mias. 

DearR Mayor Hat: Attached hereto, is a copy of our recommendation to the 
Post Office Department for the appointment of Mr. KE. G. Moorehead as rural! 
carrier at the Winborn, Miss., post office at the earliest possible date after the 
eligible list is received by that Department from the Civil Service Commission. 

Sincerely yours, 
B. C, BEASLY, Acting Secretary. 

P. S.—Please do what you can for us in recruiting capable personnel in your 
area for the census work coming up. The selections will be made about Febru- 
ary 20. 
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Exuizit No, 1 


JuLy 29, 1950. 
Hon. AcEy CARRAWAY, 
National Democratic Executive Committee, 
Ring Building, Washington, D. C. 


Dear AceY: Assuming that full rationing and price controls are indicated in 
the very near future, I am writing you about the possible set-up in this State. 
This should have immediate attention to prevent its slipping through our hands 
by default. I firmly believe that we would be overlooking our hand to permit 
Governor Wright and the Dixiecrats to name the personnel for the State office 
in Mississippi. Regardless of who you may name, the persons who will occupy 
the key positions in this office, the prestige of the Truman administration will 
be enhanced or diminished by the manner in which the law is administered. 

Sentiment in the State for a return to the regular Democratic Party is steadily 
growing and in the hands of our friends this can be a powerful agency to accelerate 
this movement. Judging from the press, radio, and talk of the man in the street, 
rationing and price control is not unpopular. In my opinion, it would be a very 
popular move in this section. We should not permit this to go by default if it 
is possible to prevent it. It is my information that the State office of the OPA 
was set up last time through the Governor’s office. Should this be done in 
Mississippi this time, we will, in my opinion, lose an opportunity to considerably 
increase the prestige and strength of the Truman administration. The oppor- 
tunity should not be lost. 

There are presently available three men whom I know and would recommend 
as being thoroughly experienced in all the different phases of rationing and price 
control and knowing the personnel who were in the State office and most of the 
local boards. With the information they have, we could set the State office up and 
avoid many of the mistakes that were made before, so that it would be an asset 
to the administration and no danger of future trouble. Mr. Colbert Dudley was 
senior investigator, rent attorney, and rationing attorney in the former set-up. 
Mr. Mayrant Adams was an investigator until he was drafted as clerk of the 
Jackson, Miss., local board, the largest in the State. Mr. Frank K. Ethridge was 
rent examiner, investigator in the rent division, and rent atorney. 

Mr. Dudley is a former law partner of mine and is my brother-in-law. He was 
engaged in the private practice of law for 19 vears, before going to the OPA. His 
work as an investigator was evidently satisfactory as he was promoted to the posi- 
tion of rent enforcement attorney. In that position he was very active, brought 
numerous suits and did not lose a single case, settled most of them satisfactorily. 
He was promoted from rent attorney to rationing attorney where his immediate 
superior in the Atlanta office rated him as one of thhe best in the southern area. 
His appoinment as head of the State office, chief attorney or rationing attorney 
could not be successfully criticized. He was on the rating board at the regional 
office, Veterans’ Administration, Jackson, Miss. He is presently engaged in priv- 
ate practice. ‘ 

Mr. Mayrant Adams was employed for many years as State revenue agent and 
in various departments of the State government in investigations and auditing. 
He has served a number of legislative investigating committees. He served as 
chief clerk of the local board OPA, Hinds County, Jackson, Miss., practically 
during the entire period of rationing and price controls. This was the largest 
board in the State. He is widely and favorablv known over the entire State. 
has a good personality, and many years experience in handling the public. It 
would be difficult to find anybody in Hinds County who would criticize his han- 
dling of the local board. His appointment as head of the agency or as head of 
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either the price or rationing section would generally meet with approval and could 
not, in my judgment, be successfully criticized. 

Mr. Frank Ethridge is a veteran of World War II and a nephew of Mark 
Ethridge, editor of the Courier Journal, Louisville, Ky. He is widely and prom- 
inently connected over the State, has a fine personality, and is experienced in 
rent controls. He is presently engaged in the real-estate business. 

I will appreciate your writing me at your earliest convenience, giving your 
reaction to my suggestions and the general situation in Washington with refer- 
ence to rent and price controls. I wish to impress on you that immediate atten- 
tion should be given this matter as it is urgent. The local Dixiecrats are planning 
to “hog” the whole show locally. 

With highest personal regards, I am 

Very truly yours, 
FRANK F. MIZE. 


Exuisit No. 2 


MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miss., February 19, 1951. 
Mr. H. L. PHAREs, 
Phares Motor Co., Woodville, Miss. 


DearR Mr. PHARES: We have been advised by our mutual good friend, R. F. 
Brashier, that you are willing to cooperate with us in the effort to rebuild and 
rejuvenate the Democratic Party in Mississippi, and we are grateful for the work 
and help you have already done. We trust that you will give us all information 
and proper advice with reference to all matters of. political importance in 
your section of the State. We will be calling on you from time to time for 
suggestions, counsel, and advice in connection with all matters there. 

With deepest appreciation and complete loyalty to the National Democratic 
Party, we are, 

Faithfully and sincerely, 
MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 
By LA VERNE YELVERTON. 
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(Exhibit No. 4, letter to Vincent C. Burke from Clarence E. Hood, Jr., dated 


March 27, 1950, may be found on p. 67.) 


Exuisit No. 5 


NOVEMBER 22, 1949. 
Mr. GLENN P. Boerum, 


1025 Connecticut Avenue NW., 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear GLENN: Please advise me the result of Paul’s conversation with Bill, with 
reference to having me advised of all construction projects in Mississippi, before 
contracts are awarded. 

In addition to the matter written you about today, I am particularly interested 
in the cooperative fertilizer plant plans, which are already underway, to be 
located in Yazoo City, Miss. This plant is, as I understand, being financed partly 
by the Bank of Cooperatives and partly by means of one or more RFC loans. It 
is a very large project and is under complete control of the Mississippi Farm 
Bureau, a Fascist Dixiecrat organization, and I want to get all information 
possible on it as quick as I can, because it is going to be necessary to give them 
the same treatment as we are planning for the REA on their contemplated 
generating plant at Columbia. 

Regards. 

Yours very truly, 


CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr. 





ExuHisit No. 6 


NovEMBER 23, 1949. 
Hon. CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr., 


St. Joseph Hospital, Meridian, Miss. 

DeAR CLARENCE: I am most grateful to you for copies of your letters of No- 
vember 22, 1949, to Glenn, and one to Bob Moore. 

I heartily agree with you on your comments with reference to the anhydrous 
ammonia plant of the Mississippi Chemical Co. operated by the Farm Bureau 
set-up through Owen Cooper at Yazoo City, Miss. The general counsel of this 
concern is the firm of Satterfield, Ewing & Hedgepeth, and I don’t know of any 
evidence of loyalty to the Democratic Party from any of this organization. If 
they are going to depend on the RFC for a loan of several million dollars, for 
which they have made request, then certainly they ought to be a little more 
considerate of those who make possible such an extensive loan. 

I also am most interested in your comments on the Knowlton Construction 
Co. set-up and believe that you are on the right track. I shall be delighted to 
hear more on this subject after you have had your discussion with Knowlton 
next week. Reed has been trying to contact me since my letter of withdrawal 
from further association with his concern, but I have been too busy to talk to 
him. I have been trying to practice a little law for the past several days, 
although I did slip off for a duck hunt down in Louisiana last week end. 

Best of all is your letter to Bob Moore concerning the change in legal repre- 
sentation for the several Federal agencies operating in Mississippi, and I shall 
be ever grateful for the suggestion that you have made in this regard. The 
sooner we begin to touch the pocketbooks of some of these Dixiecrats who are 
feeding out of the Federal Treasury, the sooner we will have some cooperation, 
and you know that is what I think ought to be done. 

I am still pushing on the FHA matter and believe we are going to ultimately 
“et this project at Natchez in construction. I understand Chauncy Camp is in 
Washington and that he has found some static up there that is disturbing him 
considerably. “All things come to them that wait patiently.” 

I sincerely trust that you and your fine family, despite your enforced rest, will 
have a big turkey day with all the trimmings. 

With warm personal regards and every good wish. 

Sincerely, 


Forrest B. JACKSON. 
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(Exhibit No. 7, letter to Glenn P. Boehm from Clarence E. Hood, Jr., dated 
November 21, 1949, may be found on p. 88.) 

(Exhibit No. 8, letter to Robert M. Moore from Clarence E. Hood, Jr., dated 
November 21, 1949, may be found on p. 89.) 


Exutsit No. 9 


Cory oF STATEMENT MApbE TO PostaAt INSPECTORS ny RALPH PERKINS 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
County of Calhoun: 


Ralph Perkins first being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

I am 35 years of age, married, 10-point veteran, and reside in Calhoun City, 
Miss, Sometime in January 1950, I took the civil-service examination for the 
job of rural carrier at Calhoun City. About the latter part of February 1950, I 
went to Forest, Miss., to the home of Frank Mize, chairman of Mississippi Dem- 
ocratic Committee, and asked him to help me get the job of rural carrier. He 
said he did not know whether they were obligated to anyone or not, that I would 
have to see him later. About a month later, I went back to Forest and talked to 
Mr. Mize again. He said that he had seen some of the other members of the 
committee and he thought they could help but for me to see Mr. Curtis Rogers in 
the committee offices in Jackson. Mr. Mize also said that the committee had lots 
of expenses to meet. Mr. Mize did not tell me I would have to make a contribu- 
tion but I got the drift that he meant that. Sometime later I drove to Sylvarena, 
Miss., to the home of Mr. Curtis Rogers and talked to him. I had never met him 
before. It was late in the afternoon. I told him I wanted to get his help in getting 
this place. He said he could do something for me and that he and Mize had talked 
it over. He said that the expenses of the committee were heavy and that they 
needed contributions. Rogers said that the jobs were not for sale but he led 
me to believe from his conversation that his committee made the appointments 
and that they would get the rural carrier job for me if I made a contribution to 
the committee. He never did say how much would be necessary. He said they 
couldn’t take any action until the grades from the exam were made known. I 
came back home and the latter part of June I received notice that I placed 
No. 8 on the eligible list for the mail-carrier job. I then went to Jackson to the 
Century Building and talked to Curtis Rogers in his office. I told him I was on 
the eligible list and he promised to help but he kept talking about a contribution 
being in order and again led me to believe that I would get the job if I made 
a contribution. I came back here and wrote a check in the amount of $300 
drawn on the Granada Trust & Banking Co., Granada, Miss., in favor of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee and mailed it to them. A few days later, 
T was in Jackson aguin on other business and I went to Mr. Rogers’ office and 
talked to him. He said he had gotten my check for $300 and from his conversa- 
tion that it would be advisable for me to contribute some more. While I was 
there, he gave me a copy of a letter to the Post Office Department recommending 
me for rural carrier. I came back home and wrote another check for $200 drawn 
on the same bank in Grenada in favor of the Mississippi State Democratic Com- 
mittee and mailed it. Around November 20, 1950, the Post Office Department 
notified me that I was appointed to the vacancy on Rural Route No. 2, Calhoun 
City, Miss., effective November 27, 1950. 

I have made this statement of my own free will and accord and without any 
threats or promises having been made by anyone. I have turned over to post- 
office inspectors the canceled $300 and $200 checks mentioned above for whatever 
use they may wish to make of them. 

RALPH PERKINS. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a post-office inspector, this day, March 8, 
1951, at Calhoun City, Miss. 

D. C. JERNIGAN, 
Post Office Inspector. 

Witness: 

J. R. Svs, 
Post Office Inspe ctor. 
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Exuiuir No. 11 





EXHInitr No, 12 
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EXHIBIT No. 13 
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Exutsir No. 14 
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SXHIBIT No. 15 
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Exuisit No. 17 


MissIssipr1 DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miss., October 6, 1950. 
Hon. Josep J. LAWLER, 
Assistant Postmaster General, Division of Postmasters, 
Post Office Department,Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. LAWLER: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter, file P2: Gr, of 
September 12, 1950, advising that a vacancy exists in the position of postmaster 
ut West Point, Clay County, Miss., due to the death of Mrs. Susie S. Borrous on 
September 5, 1950. : 

We have given careful consideration and made investigations for a suitable 
person to serve as acting postmaster until a regular appointment can be made. 

It is recommended that Mr. Joseph T. Ruble, West Point, Miss., a 5-point 
veteran, be appointed to serve as acting postmaster at the West Point, Miss., 
post office. 

Sincerely yours, 
CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr. 


82406 O—51 
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ExHInit No. 19 





XHIBIT No. 20 
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Exuisit No. 21 
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(Exhibit No, 22, letter from H. P. Bingham, tem 
“To whom this may concern,” October 30, 1950, ma 


————_—_— 
EXHIBir No. 238A 


Porary carrier, Eupora, Miss., 
y be found on p. 241.) 


MIssissipp1 DEMocratic CoMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miss., December 7, 1950. 
Hon. Josery J. La 


Assistant Postmaster General, Division of Postmasters, 
Post Office Department, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. LAWLER: This will refer to your letter, file P2- DA, of November 29, 
1950, advising that there is a vacancy in the postmastership of the Second-Class 
Dost office at Mississippi City, Harrison County, Miss., due to the resignation of 

iss Agnes FE. Olivier, Postmaster. 


After investigation and due consideration, it is recommended that Mr. John 
Charles Monroe, Box 34, Mississippi City, Miss., 


A » be appointed as acting Postmaster until such time 
when your Bureau can appoint a regular postmaster. 
Sincerely yours, 


CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr. 





Exurpit No. 23B 


MISsIsstpp; DEMOcRaATIC COMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miszz., December 7, 1950. 
Mr. Joun CHARLEs Monror, 
Post Office Bow 34, Mississippi City, Miss. 


Dear Mr. MONROE: This is to advise that at the request of Mr. Douglas Smith, 
Biloxi, Miss., one of our committeemen, we have recommended that you be ap- 
pointed acting postmaster at the Mississippi City office to succeed Miss Agnes 
E. Olivier, who has resigned. 

Py of our recommendat 
Which is self-explanatory, 





Exutnir No. 23C 


OFFICE or THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., December 26, 1950. 
Mr. Joun CHARLES MONRok, 
Mississippi City, Miss. 
DEAR Mr. Monroe: Under the Provisions of the act approved June 25, 1988, 
you have been appointed acting postmaster at the above-named office 


It is important that you have the enclosed bond and oath executed immediately 
har 


after assuming charge of the office and returned without delay to the Bureau 
of Post Office Operations. 


A post-office inspector wil] communicate with you and arrange for your in- 
Stallation and the transfer of the office should not be made until] the inspector 
calls, 


Very truly yours. 


J.M. DONALDSON, 
Postmaster General. 


catalase 
(Exhibit No. 24 tter from Mississippi Democratic Committee. to E. G. Harvey, 
February 10, i9 » ay be found on p. 274.) 
(Exhibit No 5, letter from Clarence E. Hood, Jr.. Meridian, Miss., to Donald 
S. Dawson, Nove inber 7, 1949, may be found on Pp. 283. ) 
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Marcu 12, 1951. 
Mr, C. L. Woop, 


Purvis, Miss. 
Deak Mr. Woop: This will acknowledge receipt of your application for employ- 
ment with the Office of Price Stabilization in Lamar County. 
You may be assured that you will receive every consideration if and when 
procedure is received for establishing county offices. 
Very truly yours, 
W. A. Byrp, Acting District Director. 


Purvis, Miss., March 10, 1951. 
Mr. W. A. Byrp, 


Jackson, Miss. 


Dear Mr. Byrp: Enclosed you will find my application for employment with 
the OPS in Lamar County. Will appreciate you going over my application and 
let me know of any error or corrections to be made. 

Thanking you for your courteous reception on my visit to your office last 
week. If I can be of any assistance to you in anyway, don’t hesitate to call on me. 

Sincerely, 
C. L. Woop. 


A. F. PY.ant, INc., 
Purvis, Miss., February 19, 1954. 
MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miss. 


GENTLEMEN: I hereby recommend Mr. C. L. Wood of Purvis, Miss., for the 
position of supervisor of Lamar County. I believe Mr. Wood to be qualified for 
the place, because I have had an opportunity of dealing with him for the last 
several years. 

Yours truly, 


A. F. PYLAnt. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1951. 
Mr. A. F. PYLant, 
Purvis, Miss. 

Dear Mr. PYLANT: This is in reply to your letter concerning the application 
of Mr, Clarence L. Wood for employment in Lamar County. 

To date we have no information concerning the establishment of boards in 
the various counties of the State. However, if and when such procedure is re- 
ceived we shall be glad to give Mr. Wood’s application every consideration. 

Very truly yours, 
W. A. Byrb, Acting District Director. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1951. 
Mr. CLARENCE L. Woon, 
Purvis, Miss. 

DEAR Mr. Woop: This will acknowledge your application for employment with 
the Office of Price Stabilization in Lamar County. 

To date we have not received information concerning the establishment of 
boards in the various counties of the State. However, if and when such pro- 
cedure is received we shall be glad to give your application every consideration. 

Very truly yours, 
W.A. Byrp, 
Acting District Director. 
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Marcu 12, 1951. 
Mr. C. L. Woop, 


Purvis, Miss. 
Dear Mr. Woop: This will acknowledge receipt of your application for employ- 
ment with the Office of Price Stabilization in Lamar County. 
You may be assured that you will receive every consideration if and when 
procedure is received for establishing county offices. 
Very truly yours, 
W. A. Byrp, Acting District Director. 


Purvis, Miss., March 10, 1951. 
Mr. W. A. Byrp, 


Jackson, Miss. 


DEAR Mr. Byrp: Enclosed you will find my application for employment with 
the OPS in Lamar County. Will appreciate you going over my application and 
let me know of any error or corrections to be made. 

Thanking you for your courteous reception on my visit to your office last 
week. If I can be of any assistance to you in anyway, don’t hesitate to call on me. 

Sincerely, 
C. L. Woop. 


A. F. PYLant, INc., 
Purvis, Miss., February 19, 1954. 
MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 
Jackson, Miss. 


GENTLEMEN: I hereby recommend Mr. C. L. Wood of Purvis, Miss., for the 
position of supervisor of Lamar County. I believe Mr. Wood to be qualified for 
the place, because I have had an opportunity of dealing with him for the last 
several years. 

Yours truly, 
A. F. PYLant. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1951. 
Mr. A. F. PYLANT, 
Purvis, Miss. 

Dear Mr. PYLAnt: This is in reply to your letter concerning the application 
of Mr. Clarence L. Wood for employment in Lamar County. 

To date we have no information concerning the establishment of boards in 
the various counties of the State. However, if and when such procedure is re- 
ceived we shall be glad to give Mr. Wood’s application every consideration. 

Very truly yours, 
W. A. Byrb, Acting District Director. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1951. 
Mr. CLARENCE L. Woop, 
Purvis, Miss. 


DEAR Mr. Woop: This will acknowledge your application for employment with 
the Office of Price Stabilization in Lamar County. 

To date we have not received information concerning the establishment of 
boards in the various counties of the State. However, if and when such pro- 
cedure is received we shall be glad to give your application every consideration. 

Very truly yours, 
W. A. Byrp, 
Acting District Director. 
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ExnHtsit No, 27 
April- 1. 1949—Mrs. J. W. Scott 


Februaty 1, 1000--BReamas Tine... cnn eid i ie 25 
atenaiats |S. IO iii ik iS ee nike ss hs aidan inbiantinntsitimnel 25 
February 25, 1949 (Truman-Barkley Club)—Miss Long__...-_--.-----~--- 50 
Sam McGlivan__.._._---~-- 20 

January 12, 1980—Jee Cnrmotiter son es kn a nc 50 
February 25, 1060—Ticket to dinner... 2-2 nc eke sn ee 15 
March 22, 1950—Tickets to dinner, Ray Barrett & wife__._--.__--_----- 30 
March 25, 1950—Tickets to dinner, Herman Sharpe & Lawrence Coker_-__- 30 
April 8, 1950—Hellen Laird, Paul Laird & Bo Laird, dinner tickets___-_-- 5 
February 18, 1951—Dinner ticket, Gus Dear____.._____-.-___-_-_____--- 15 
February 17, 1951—Dinner ticket.__._.___._._______-_ domi ata ae. 15 
345 


The above are contributions that went through the personal bank account of 


Frank F. Mize. 


Exueit No. 28 


MERIDIAN Woop Propucts Corp., 


Meridian, Miss., January 14, 1950. 
JupGe Pavut DIL1Lon, 


St. Louis, Mo. 


Dear PavuL: Forest Jackson mailed you a copy of their latest declaration 
against the First National Bank, which was filed in the circuit court of Lauder- 
dale County, Miss. This bill includes in general, the entire relationship between 
the bank and myself. This suit is pending in Judge Jesse Graham’s court. 
Judge Graham is the same judge that held the usury trial and rendered the 
opinion against us. It is our belief that we will continue to be at a disadvantage 
in both Graham's court and in the Mississippi Supreme Court, for political reasons 
that are of course obvious to you. 

We have one other suit pending, which is an action brought against me and 
Hood Lumber Sales Co., in chancery court of Lauderdale County, Miss. The 
chancelor, Judge Thomas Minniece, of Meridian, Miss., rescued himself on the 
grounds that he had formerly represented me and could not try the case without 
prejudice. My attorney and those of the bank have failed to agree on a sub- 
stitute chancelor, therefore, this case will be heard by a chancelor appointed 
by Dixiecrat Governor Fielding S. Wright. You know of course the bitter 
feeling that exists there and I am afraid that this suit will likewise be tried in 
the camp of the enemy. 

As you know the First National Bank is subject to the regulations of the 
Federal Comptroller of National Banks and is somewhat under the jurisdiction 
of that agency. 

Some time ago, Glenn and I were discussing this matter with his friend, Mr. 
Willett, a director of Reconstruction Finance Corp., in Washington, and it was 
his suggestion, inasmuch as it is apparent that we are not going to be able to 
get a fair and impartial trial in any of the issues in the Mississippi State Dixiecrat 
courts, that is would be well to refer the entire matter to the Comptroller of 
National Banks, with a request for a complete investigation by that agency, 
looking toward a possible suspension of the charter of the First National Bank, 
or any other action that might result from an investigation by the Federua! 
agency. 

We believe that the officials of the bank are firmly convinced that they will 
have every advantage in a future trial, as they had in the last one, and for 
that reason, are not disposed to offer a fair and equitable settlement of our con- 
troversy. It is felt that a vigorous investigation with the possible closing of 
the First National Bank, as a result, that the officials of the bank will perhaps 
change their attitude. 

With these facts in mind, the above-referred-to declaration was mailed you 
for your consideration by Forest. If you think well of this procedure, I am 


now ready to lay the whole matter into the hands of the comptroller and should 
like to have you present it. 
Sincerely, 


CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr. 


pO nT ee 
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Exurpit No, 29 


Sr. Louis, Mo., January 17, 1950. 


Mr. CLARENCE Hoop, 
Hood Lumber & Sales Co., Meridian, Miss. 

DEAR CLARENCE: Your letter received in regard to the First National Bank in 
taking the matter up with the Federal Reserve Board. I am very well acquainted 
with Vardamann on that Board, and I am sure I can get a very sympathetic 
hearing. 

Forest Jackson sent me a copy of his declaration wherein he has $400,000 dam- 
ages. Of course it is just a question of the facts as to whether you will recover 
or not, and they will outswear you. 

I am waiting to hear from the Internal Revenue Department in regard to sev- 
eral requests I made them in the Sam Broadhead matter. 

Hoping you and Mrs. Hood and the family are all real well, I am 


Your friend, 
Paut DILLON. 


Exuisit No. 30 
JANUARY 25, 1950. 


Judge Paut DILLon, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Pau: I have your letter with reference to Gov. Jake Vardamann and 
your close connection with him and the idea as stated by you appeals to me very 
much. 

The doctors in New Orleans told me that I would be all right if I followed their 
diet and advice, and I will probably make a trip to Washington some time next 
month. Meanwhile, will appreciate your continuing to give the bank matter as 
much consideration as possible and proceed with my original request. 


Sincerely yours, 
C. E. Hoop, Jr. 


Exurpit No. 31 


Sr. Louis, Mo., January 31, 1950. 


Mr. CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr., 
Meridian Wood Products Corp., 
E Street at Fifth Place, Meridian, Miss. 

DeaR CLARENCE: Yours of the 24th received. As regards to making a trip 
to Washington and taking your matter up with Vardamann, I will be glad to do 
so, but I will not be able to go until after the week of February 6 as I have a case 
set on that day and it will likely go to trial. It will take most of the week. 

I should have a talk with you, and I think it will be well to have you present 
when I call on Vardamann. 

I hope you have sense enough to follow the doctor’s advice. You will have to 
be very careful for quite a while. 

Glenn was here for a few days, but I did not get to see him. I talked with him 
over the telephone. He seemed to think the tie matter was completely dead. I 
am awaiting the Government in the Broadhead matter and do not know quite 
when they will take up that hearing again. I would not be surprised that it 
might be most any day now. ; 

Hoping you and Mrs. Hood and the children are well, I remain, 


Sincerely yours, 
PavuL DILLon. 


ExHrsit No. 32 


MERIDIAN, Miss., February 8, 1950. 
Judge Paut DILton, 
Commerce Bank Building, St. Louis, Mo.: 
I will arrive Washington morning of February 14, hope to see you there as 
soon as possible reference conference with Vardamann and others on bank 


litigation. 
CLARENCE. 
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ExHisit No. 33 
NOVEMBER 17, 1949. 
Mr. GLENN P. Boru, 
1025 Connecticut Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 


DeEAaR GLENN: Enclosed press release, with reference to public-housing projects, 
is self-explanatory. Bill wired me yesterday, giving me the information about 
the approval of the preliminary cost of Laurel and McComb, Miss., projects. I 
suggest that you get in touch with Acey Carraway as soon as possible, and get 
him to help you get all details, as to how contracts can be obtained for construc- 
tion of these units. From the press release it appears that Mr. John Taylor 
Egan is heading up an agency for the handling of these projects. At the same 
time, see if there is any way that we can get in on the Keelser Field, Biloxi, Miss., 
housing project, even though the dead line for submitting bids and plans for the 
first corporation of units may have been past. 

As Paul told you yesterday over the phone, we have given up the idea of 
working with Reed, at the present on any project. You know his Dixiecrat 
background and he was a substantial contributor to the Dixiecrat campaign fund. 

Also, find out all you can about the possibility of getting in on the contract of 
the wind tunnel at Camp Forrest, Miss. This will be a “honey.” 

Paul plans to ask Bill to have me notified before any contract awards are made 
in the State in the future. I think this is an excellent idea and please remind 
him of that. He plans to be in Washington Monday morning and, I am sure, dis- 
cuss with you, his and Babe's conference with reference to the Paris trip by you 
and Marcel. It seems that Paul wants to have Bill call Barry Bingham and/or 
Averill Harriman, in Paris, to assist in paving the way. 

I believe with this, together with your letter from the White House, that you 
should be able to hop over there and button up the business. 

Please get on the construction items mentioned above, as a lot of this business 
should prove very lucrative indeed. Bear in mind that I have available con- 
struction corporations that can proceed with any size job upon minimum notice. 

I am feeling fine, just anxious as hell to get out of this bed. The political 
situation is progressing nicely. 

Regards. 

Sincerely, 
CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr. 





587 


ae RT re Ty 
a Aap ee 


ih al 


EXHIBIT No. 34 


i} 
a 
> 
Ss 
= 
al 
— 
a 
o 
oO 
oO 
— 
SI 
< 
eo 
2 
o 
—_ 
a 
“ 
a 
— 
ou 
ou 
— 
2 
ND 
— 
nD 
PD 
— 
a 


ACTIVITIES OF 


> 


x + FTSSTOSHNA Belts ahs 


| ee eee ee 





4 
wy 
E 
a 
a 
° 
oO 
oO 
as 
e 
< 
&G 
oO 
Oo 
- 
am 
wy 
a 
_ 
a 
a. 
— 
Q 
MQ 
a 
Q 
MQ 
— 
_ 
a 
he 
) 
N 
a 
= 
— 
~~ 
~ 
fe 
oO 
< 


O88 


35 


ExHIBiT No, 


eee 


40 ws20 80 


a) = a ee ant rere 


SDT mh 4: Ele: > See 


rT 0cb1 ie CCiEmha. 





589 


COMMITTEE 


36 


ExHisir No. 


Oo 
— 
= 
< 
& 
o 
© 
2 
w 
a 
— 
a. 
a 
— 
DM 
DN 
D 
DN 
— 
-_ 
a. 
be 
© 
D 
am 
_ 
E 
- 
— 
ee 
oO 
a 





4 


maternal 2 tah sae 


eee tsi 


XHIBIT No. 37 


7 
4 


> 
a 
Ee 
& 
= 
= 
S 
oO 
oO 
— 
& 
< 
eo} 
o 
g 
a 
= 
a 
om 
~ 
~ 
— 
QD 
PD 
— 
DQ 
N 
— 
= 
me 
o 
DN 
ie) 
= 
ee 
fe 
— 
< 


ik ee 


. emer we" 's" 


keer ee Tae Prater he oe 


v 


590 





591 


38 


XHIBIT NO, 


x 
4 


E 


& 
fa 
B 
— 
a 
— 
a 
o 
Oo 
Oo 
~ 
» 
x 
& 
Lo 
© 
— 
a 
>| 
a 
— 
Dy 
QO, 
ra 
2 
nN 
— 
RN 
D 
— 
= 
fey 
° 
2 
ie] 
a 
- 
— 
- 
2 
— 
oO 
a 





oy 
E 
So 
a 
- 
ae 
© 
oO 
oO 
— 
=< 
& 
oO 
© 
_ 
me 
w 
A 
— 
Ay 
a 
— 
MQ 
DN 
— 
2 
N 
= 
2 
& 
D 
ie) 
ES 
- 
_ 
e 
© 
< 


592 


ExHIpsit No. 39 
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EXHIBIT No. 40 


Summary of bank transactions, Mississippi Democratic Committee, from Oct. 
9, 1948, to March 27, 1951 


DEPOSITS 


Bank deposits which have been identified from notations 
on deposit tickets and by tracing items in various 
eres tie Le babe) $27, O87. 02 
Unidentified deposits consisting prine ipally of currency 2,. 755. 27 


Total ae 842. 29 
Less contributions on which pay me onts 1 were re stopped. aac , 780. 00 


. a sScietaenesbenal ee 
Loan from bank__ -__-__- a 200. 00 
Realized from Jefferson- Jackson Day dinners: 
Total receipts deposited in bank ________ $21, 383. 25 
Total expenses___-__- aie 6, 275. 74 


Net amount realized__ ee tun» Meee Ee) 
—_——_————— $53, 369. 80 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Curtis Rogers___--- _ ; — $12, 954. ¢ 
Clarence Hood. nario ncnlinatedeull 3, 814. ¢ 
Forrest Jackson siniataden 3, 565. 
Frank Mize liatininepces: Sart = 583. 6 
Glenn Boehm ____-_--- . re , 850. 
Clark Pearce..._.._-- abitatd ' 500. 
J.B. Hanna ‘ ‘ “ 500. 
me. prashier.___.._._- "— oni , B50. 
J. Wilkinson eaten ' 610. 
John W. Scott__.__- ‘ atta a tes 3, 430. 
Curtis Beasley- bindcamancind st’: 2, 601. 
LaVerne Yelverton , 649. § 
—— 36, 408. 
Other office salaries and expenses_____ B23b 3 : 2. 405. Of 
Advertising and radio ee = , 680. 44 
Telephone and telegraph________ secmctgnbea. ; 3, D380. 74 
General traveling, out-of-town hotels_______- oe 2, 538. 60 
General expenses_____ 30 eee 602. 77 
Inauguration float __- Satie 1, 002. 65 
Meeting room in hotel______~- a $ is 107. 00 
Washington, D. C., legal expenses = 244. 35 
51, 470. 57 
Henry DeBrow__-_ stiletto ee sn $210. 00 
Phillip Mullen__ i eats A | 366. 50 
Milton L. Riley : 150. 00 
J. M. Williamson_ 481. 10 
Mrs. R. F. Brashier__- = ae ined 75. 00 
B. C. Rogers ade : 200. 00 
Mrs. C. V. Murphy 2 re 
Peyton Clark ‘ ae nh 50. 50 
Davey McLeod_ , s3ces5 140. 00 
—_——_—__— 1, 833.60 
*ayment of bank loan__- ‘oo sp 200. 00 
—_————-_ §3, 504.17 


Excess, disbursements over receipts__- i ; 134. 37 
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Exursit No. 41 
MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


IDENTIFIED RECEIPTS 


Democratic National Committee__...__-----..-_._-----~- aS $1, 900 
Clarence E. Hood, Jr., and Meridian Wood Products___----...---_-~---- 1, 120 
eS ae iad 8A a denn ote ta agiiadacrren anh inkebiaadnondtgete Pik sea 1, 000 
Frank Mise... 2.2... peat eee BS sk Sag Se eS, a PR ee Lo 1, 295 
Phillip E. Mullen__------ lige aati asialadehsecebaacntheaiit ee ae ee es ac 350 
CN csi Bela ii i techn tee keegan ae Ee eal ae 159 
We 2. Pe iia anes Dies Soe iS pad ela hae b de 500 
John Wilbur Jones__..._----~- EP.) Be a alee SPE Tae Se mn as SAT 100 
TN Ta i cr arc clive apres trilesttincecrenes cngoter tb oni = msdn comieallation 200 
as amin ie intl oaaceumedoniasianenlnnd heed cbs 200 
Oe a aa oe el a ee eh eat 150 
SO Tr iid isaac ent tg a a hae eS 150 
TO I Te an isd cn tenpiccarsslbpreplidlnen er onal liveicn 250 
ee ene ee oe chia ie estaminb al 100 
aE ie re ni ne ale oie aa Se 100 
Bayview Amusement Co. . Douglas i ale i as 250 
i, UN rr a eae Re ene ati sathi ice paid: Udine oe eats 250 
I NE no Fa ee a aie ener ia seeataie ace Aitianiade 250 
a A. Bice a vided essa San eels deg taiiaia ata 25 
Mm Te na nn i, ae rieemghlnlenen oa RS LY: 300 
Benth TE i ae ak en es eanlesensnmpathenthon acini 270 
ee ee eee e nee i ee coeethnnniasanenaiilandinnenaiaied 100 
Be en i ne Se ndiinkoniediieaia: 220 
D.. Manvigwent Oe... 25h. 5... BS a a che eaten onal 250 
CIs tae an a ae amine teen alli 600 
Bart Eanorey, rural cartier, Coléwater...... 250 
I ace I a ci nae eatin ming otham aan 50 
ee, I a a hienih unk a a so <ndiahaapsite nate ame 500 
Pag TU i ete ee SA De weenie 500 
Fa Rn en  merpileiwcngi aandhulsen 50 
Edmond R. Bailey, rural carrier, Vardaman___- a ee anes 25 
James F. Sullivan, rural carrier, Jackson___.__.__.-_____-_____________ 175 
Edward L. Buckley, rural carrier, Byhalia. siitetiiperacihdamcatasoehandes Soli veaisitildaiadilc ihe 100 
ce as tg RS FHT, | OE a Pe SP ele Sey 100 
he a i dL altel eek 100 
se I ns eaten ibis 250 
Leonard L. Ligon, rural carrier, Booneville__._.____________-________-- 50 
Fe as NN cache itt eri aa eens gain cha has ace os i cms wh x tui ca die antics giacka he Cian 50 
Louis Teily, caret. carrion, Foe oss is Settee ee we 50 
Joe Drake Arrington i ee 100 
Boyce EB. Barber, rural carrier, Belden___________ eM 200 
H. A. Hardage (L. Hardage is rural carrier, Jackson) _- eh a 5 
Arthurine B. Campbell (son-in-law is rural carrier, Columbia)__.--__-_- 500 
Aubrey W. Stephens, rural carrier, in Vicksburg________________--___- 600 
IN or I satiate Nae a ae dine a ap aeriemieeaaa ea 250 
Ba, Es me, BERD UN eR a i iiss te nthe cre ser eb De a 800 
R. E. Whiteside, rural carrier, Mooreville._..............-__._____ 1. 500 
e. -  e  es c  e 100 
BR. WW. Ga ny ee ee a ee: 100 
Esher C. Brower, rural carrier, Coffeeville....................________- 250 
James Decherson, rural carrier, Senatobia__._.._..____-_____________- 250 
R. G. Gable, acting postmaster, Vardaman__-____ cnpnsinltintainl ihe tey 5O 
Ralph J. Perkins, rural carrier, Calhoun City- é Sonica ts 350 
at I a ee oe 300 
sa III csi er cating Rens canaal aia iets a ee 25 
Mj fs Pope Selb b ages aicude Sviacideaciincta eles ac - ataiaberass 25 
Selby F. Fielder. aaa a a a aa - HO 
Robert F. Smith aie a a : a 50 
Bill Sellers, Sellers Motors____________- ; : TD 
Campbell Motor Co_ 7 ates ; ae 75 


Rupert Ringold 
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MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COM MITTEE—Continued 


IDENTIFIED RECEIPTS—continued 


a aceealcee isi 
Attala Supply Co., J. L. Bailey 
m H. Newman 
pa an oe eens 
Mullin Properties, J. W. Minor___ 


Meyers & Quinn, general contractors______--~- 


B. Pat Green- 
W. H. Lavender- 
Mrs. F. L. Short 
Flynn Justice 
S. D. Camper 
ESS Ee ; 
OS NEE ee ee 
8 te 
H. H. Rodgers 
B. J. Martin 
J. Kenneth Riley__-_- 
> C. Harvey (payment stopped). 
D. Hancock, Sr , 
Lesa Auto Sales______-_- 
Covington Buick Co _ _- 
A. F. Pylant 


J. 

Phares Motor Co 

Love Motor Co__-_- 

Thomas Hariel . 
Rodger Service Station____. : 
Obid Ladnier (payment stopped). 


ExHIsit No. 


Appointee, by county 


Adams County: | 
John T. Green, deputy tax collector, Natchez, Miss 
—- Stanley Cook, Sr., rural carrier, Natchez, | 


iss. 
oo .. Virgil S. Smith, postmaster, Wenasoga, 


—_ County 
William L. Pray, rural carrier, Liberty, 
Robert P. Barron, postmaster, Smith ale, Miss 
Attala County: 
George B. Kerr, rural carrier, McCool, Miss 


Miss 


George Martel Bridges, postmaster, Ethel, Miss. | 
(pending). 
Benton County: 
Bartley M. Lewis, acting carrier, Lamar, Miss.____| 
~~ Gay Moorehead, rural ‘carrier, Winborn, 


Bolivar County: W. B. Alexander, Jr., 
Miss. (RFC attorney). 
Calhoun County: 
Ralph Jamison Perkins, rural carrier, 
City, Miss., Box 362. 
James Melvin Tedder, postmaster, 
Miss. (acting postmaster, resigned). 
Robert G. Gable, postmaster, Vardaman, Miss. | 
(acting postmaster). 
Mrs. Zelda M. Dye, Vardaman, Miss.. 


Edmond R. Bailey, rural carrier, Vardaman, Miss 


Cleveland, | 


Calhoun | 


Vardaman, 





B. 


Mrs. C. V. 


Floyd C. 
R. 


| Stanley Murphree, 


42 


Recommended by— 


B. Drewry, Corinth, 


Miss.; 
Corinth Miss 


Theodore Smith, 


Murphy, 


Winona, Miss.; D. D 
Watson, Weir, Miss 


Smith, postmaster, Lamar, Miss. 
’. Hall, mayor, Hickory Flat, Miss. 


-| (Recommended from eligible list) H. M. Magers, 


Okolona, Miss. 

editor, Monitor-Herald, 
Calhoun City, Miss.; P. A. Langston, Calhoun 
City, Miss.; D.I. Lantrip, Bruce, Miss.; E. A 
Dye, Vardaman, Miss. 
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ExHIBIT No. 42— 


Appointee, by county 


Carroll County: 
Stells B. Minyard, rural carrier, McCarley, Miss-- 
“hae Kennedy rural carrier (resigned), McCarley, 
Miss. 
Mrs. Frances W. Jordan, postmaster, Vaiden, Miss 
Chickasaw County: 
Rex L. Daniel, auxiliary rural carrier, Houlka, 


iss. 
Frank 8. Powell, rural carrier, Houlka, Miss 
Durell Tallent, rural carrier, Houlka, Miss... ____. 
Mrs. Opal M. Davis, postmaster, Van Vleet, Miss 


Chosen County: Mrs. Golda Fair Watson, Weir, 
S. 
Clarke County: Ira L. Moore, postmaster, West Enter- 
prise, Miss. 
Clay County: 
Joe T. Ruble, postmaster, West Point, Miss-.. 


Sidney D. Parker, rural carrier, West Point, Miss 


Coahoma Count a: 
Frank Tindall Hudson, postmaster, Stovall, Miss_.. 
Ross & Ross, attorneys (RFC attorneys), Clarks- 
dale, Miss 
Copiah County: 
Robert A. Davis, rural carrier, Hazlehurst, Miss. _- 
Mrs. Mildred Wilson Harlan, postmaster, Martins- 
ville, Miss. 
Mrs. Mary Lee Keyes, postmaster, Gatesville, 


Miss. 
Clyde T. Furr, postmaster, Wesson, Miss........_- 


Covington County: 
0. C. Duckworth, rural carrier, Collins, Miss- 


hae Merle Kelly, rural carrier, Seminary, Miss_ -| 


Harry B. Hatten, rural carrier, Seminary, Miss - 

John M. Allred, postmaster, Collins, Miss - . : 

a Stuart McNair, rural carrier, Mount Olive, 
Miss 

Fred Cleveland Yates, Jr., rural carrier, Mount 
Olive, Miss. 

Silas E. Haughton, rural carrier, Collins, Miss. _- 

Forrest County: 

—. Dixie M. Deane, postmaster, McLaurin, 

Miss. 


Continued 


caf Recommended by— 


ee 


Mrs. C. V. Murphy, Winona, Miss. 
Do. 





Anice N. Graves, postmaster, Houlka, Miss. 


Pittsboro, Miss. 


| Kossuth, Miss.; C. J. Knight, Corinth, Miss. 


| Eupora, Miss. 


Carl D. Mullican, Wesson, Miss.; Dr. W. L 
| Little, Wesson, Miss. 


B. E. Craft, Hattiesburg, Miss. 





| T. J. Wills, Hattiesburg, Miss.; John Lumpkin, 


Lumberton, Miss. 


Robert W. Freeman, Jr., rural carrier, Hatties- | 


burg, Miss. 
Franklin County: 


Charles D. Wilkinson, acting postmaster, Roxie, | 


Miss. 
Clarence C. Gill, postmaster, McCall Creek, Miss 
George Count 
Roy W. aines, rural carrier, Lucedale, Miss. --__-_- 
Robert Henry Horne, rural carrier, Lucedale, Miss 
Hancock County: 
i en Davis, postmaster, Pearlington, | 


Harrison County: 
Mrs. Callie R. Davis, postmaster, Handsboro, Miss. 


Daperd R. Fillingim, rural carrier, Long Beach, 


J. Wolters Terrell, postmaster, Pass Christian, 
Jo ae Arrington, RFC attorney, Gulfport, 


Lauderdale County: 
Wilbur B. Beasley, rural carrier, Meridian, Miss. -| 
oS Sharp, postmaster, 2519 16th St., Meridian, 


iss. 
pa tS L. Hunter, rural carrier, Meehan Junction, 


i. Debbie W. Miller, postmaster, Lauderdale | 
iss. 
Lawrence County: 

John C. Garner, postmaster, New Hebron, Miss--. 


| Qa. ‘. Beavers, Lucedale, Miss. 
0. 


Douglas Smith, Biloxi, Miss. 


Do. 
Douglas Smith, Biloxi, Miss.; Jo Drake Arring- 


ton, Gulfport, Miss. 
Douglas Smith, Biloxi, Miss. 


W. E. Berry, McComb, Miss.; George W. 


Shivers, New Hebron, Miss.; Rev. J. B 


Watkins, New Hebron; M. R. Keyes, secre- 





aw Cleveland Smith, rural carrier, Sontag, | 
Miss. 
Jasper D. Bethea, rural carrier, Silver Creek Miss 


tary, Merchants Grocery Co. t 
Miss.; Victor J. Lamousin, New Hebron; ( 
Ww. Black, Shivers, Miss.; D. K. Mansfield, 
New Hebron; Rev. Parkes Marler, New 
Hebron; J. E. Buckley, New Hebron, Miss 





H. M. Magers, Okolona, Miss.; N. R. Lamar, 


| B. B. Drewry, Corinth, Miss.; Rubel Phillips, 
' J. R. Griffin, Eupora, Miss.; Daws B. Gore, 


Hazlehurst, 





Lea 


Lee 


Li 


— 


ww 
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Fxuisit No. 42—Continued 


Appointee, by county Recommended by— 


Leake Count 
Ben P a rural carrier, Carthage, Miss. 
Joe Harnitton Carpenter, post master, Conway, 


Tom W. Hardage, postmaster, Carthage, Miss_- 
Lee County: 
Harvey Car Carroll Mitchell, Jr., postmaster, Planters- 
v 

Robert = Whiteside, rural carrier, Mooreveille, | Dr. T. J. Barrett, Tupelo, Miss.; Archie V. 
— county superintendent, Tupelo, 
Miss. 

Bruce L. McElroy, post master, Bladwyn, Miss_-. 

G. C. Ballard, Jr., postmaster, Verona, Miss._....| Chester Sumners, Oxford, Miss. 

Boyce E. Barber, rural carrier, Belden, Miss John T. Barrett, Tupelo, Miss. 


. , postmaster, Norfield, Miss 
Stpgewell P. Wooley, rural carrier, Brookhaven, 


Ben Leggett, Jr., rural carrier, Brookhaven, Miss..| Dan McGehee, Meadville, Miss. 
Lowndes Count 


Samuel M. las rural carrier, Caledonia, Miss- 
es C. Gibson, Jr., postmaster, Crawford, | A. D. Stewart, Amory, Miss. 


Julian B. Gardner, postmaster, Columbus, Miss-- 
Sams & Jolly, attorneys (RFC), Columbus, Miss_ - 
Madison County: 
7“. a McKay Gober, postmaster, Farm- | Hal 8. Gober, Farmhaven, Miss. 
ven, M 
a * ae ‘Hayden Dixon, postmaster, Way, 


Dyrwood C. Coney, rural carrier, Flora, Miss 
Marion County: 
ee ee May, Jr., rural carrier, Sandy | Mrs. Arthurine B. Campbell, Columbia, Miss. 
00 
Marshall County: 
Edward L. Buckley, rural carrier, Byhalia, Miss 
Monroe County: 
James W. Norwood, postmaster, Amory, Miss____- 
Jack N. Thomas, acting postmaster, Amory, Miss.| A. D. Stewart, Amory, Miss. 
ew Mays Miller, postmaster, Muldon, 


Isaac Taft ae, rural carrier, Quincy, Miss. . 

Montgomery County: | 

rs. Helen F. Gordon, acting postmaster, Sweat- | Mrs. Claude V. Murphy, Winona, Miss. 
man, Miss. 

Neshoba County: 

Charles H. Alford, rural carrier, Philadelphia, Miss 
George K. Vance, rural carrier, Neshoba, Miss - . 

Newton County: \ 
Thomas W. Keene, postmaster, Duffee, Miss......| G@. M. Langford, Conehatta, Miss. 
Alonzo A. Vance, postmaster, Chunky, Miss 
7 C. McGee, acting postmaster, Chunky, 
Henry M. Lay, rural carrier, Newton, Miss. 
Sidney Page ee. rural carrier, Newton, Miss. 
ae Williams, rural carrier, Little Rock, 


Noxubee County: 
James 8S. Dinsmore, postmaster, McLeod, Miss - - 
Miss Rufina F. Watkins, postmaster, Gholson, 


Miss. 
Oktibbeha County: 
Lavell W. Brown, Jr., rural carrier, Starkville, 


Miss. 
Bradford D. Crowley, rural carrier, Maben, Miss- - %. E. Eudy, Eupora, Miss. _ 
F. Brewer, Mathiston, Miss. 
Paul Binghain, Eupora, Miss. 
J. P. Wright, Eupora, Miss. 
7. C. Hillhouse, Walthall, Miss. 


Forrest B. Jackson, Jackson, Miss. 


Panola County: 
Crenshaw Ruffin Terry, Jr., rural carrier, Cren- 
shaw, Miss. 
Pearl River County: 
Virgil O. Burge, postmaster, Poplarville, Miss 
Mrs. J. J. Stewart, postmaster, Cybur, Miss. (now 
discontinued). ; 
Jesse H. Whitfield, rural carrier, Picayune, Miss --- 
Perey County: 
C. Hiliman, rural carrier, Richton, Miss._. 
Miss oa Frances Edwards, postmaster, Rich- 
ton, 
Allen A. Edwards, rural carrier, Richton, Miss 





598 


ACTIVITIES OF MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 


Exuisit No. 42—Continued 


Appointee, by county 


Pike County: 
James L. Reeves, acting postmaster, Summit, Miss. 
Richard D. Robbins, postmaster, Summit, Miss. _- 


Lei hton Patton Covington, rural carrier, Summit, 


Miss. 
Clyde P. Myers, rural carrier, McComb, Miss 


= Leroy Whittington, rural carrier, Magnolia, 

Miss. 

Pontotoc County: Mrs. 
master, Troy, Miss. 

— County: 

D. Box, rural carrier, Booneville, Miss _. 
Leonard L. Ligon, rural carrier, Booneville, Miss 
~— Epting Conway, rural carrier, Booneville, 

Miss. 

Quitman County: Eugene Thompson, RFC attorney, 
Marks, Miss. 
Rankin County: 
Mrs. Eula Mae McCurley, 


iss. | 
Mrs. Grace C. Beasley, postmaster, Pelahatchie, 


Miss. 
John W. Jones, rural carrier, Pelahatchie, Miss 
Troyce R. Patrick, postmaster, Puchett, Miss__.-. 
—— C. McKay, rural carrier, Pelahatchie, 


Milton H. Loflin, rural carrier, Star, Miss___- 
William N. Mangum, Jr., postmaster, Star, Miss_- 
Scott County 
Thomas ¥. Laird, postmaster, Morton, Miss __._. 
Orville L. Ellis, rural carrier, Harperville, Miss -- 
Sharkey County: 
Mrs. Marguerite N. 
Lorenzen, Miss. 
J. Wesley Miller, Rolling Ford, Miss 
Simpson County: 
James Ear] 
— E. Meadows, Jr., rural carrier, Mendenhall, 
Miss. 
As Lyonell Walker, rural carrier, Mendenhall, 
iss. 
Smith County: 
Jim H. Robinson, postmaster, Taylorsville, Miss 
James P. Walley, ‘rural carrier, Taylorsville, Miss 
Tallahatchie County: 
Mrs. Mary E. Dodd, postmaster, Swan Lake, Miss 
Louis Kelly, rural carrier, Philipp, Miss 
Tate County: 
James Q. Dickerson, rural carrier, Senatobia, Miss -. 


McMahon, postmaster, 


Earl Embrey, rural carrier, Coldwater, Miss. -__- 
=~ < Oscar Billingsley, postmaster, Looxahoma, 
Mrs. Mabel Hyde Eason, acting postmaster, Looxa- 
homa, Miss. 
Tippah County: 


William E. Nance, rural carrier, Blue Mountain, 


Miss. 
Elton Horace Hatcher, rural] carrier, Dumas, Miss_- 


Tishomingo County: 
Everett Morris, rural carrier, luka, Miss 
Ca W.W hitehead, acting rural carrier, Paden, 
Union County: 
Paul H. Jones, rural carrier, New Albany, Miss_.- 
ss J. Fitzgerald, rural carrier, New Albany, 
Miss 
Tunney H. Pugh, rural carrier, New Albany, Miss_. 


Henry P. Magginson, postmaster, Myrtle, Miss_..- 
Warren County: 


Aubrey W. Stephens, rural carrier, Bovina, Miss_-- 


James H. Stribling, rural carrier, Vicksburg, Miss__| 


Mrs. Mildred Clara Gaunt, postmaster, Redwood, 
Miss. 


Zera Mae Flanagan, post- 


postmaster, Pearson, 


Tiarvey, rural carrier, Weathersby, Miss_ 


| 
| Recommended by— 


(Recommended.) 
T. L. Summers, Summit; J. F. Harris, Summit 
Mrs. Stella T. Harris, Summit, Miss. 


James E. Martin, chairman, Local Union No. 25: 
Sheet Metal Worker’s International Associ: 
tion, McComb, Miss. 


Clarence Knight, Corinth. 


(Recommended.) 





| 


L. W. Rowzee, Coldwater, Miss.; R. C. Pugh, 
Senatobia, Miss. 


Do. 
(Recommended.) 


Theodore Smith, Corinth, Miss.; Eula Dees, 
Ripley, Miss. 


Forrest Jackson, Jackson, Miss. 


j 
| 


J. G. Houston, New Albany, Miss.; W. P 
Daniels, New Albany, Miss.; Dr. D. M 
Pennebaker, New Albany, Miss.; Cliff Davis, 
ew Anns, lan , J. L. Spence, ‘New Albany, 


G. T. Brewer, Myrtle, Miss. 
(Recommended) 608 Rigby St., Vicksburg, Miss 





W. W. Ramsey, attorney, Vicksburg, Miss. 





nmit 
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ExHI1BiT No. 42—Continued 


Appointee, by county Recommended by— 


wae nm County: 
jam E. Meredith, postmaster, James, Miss-- -- 

wages County: 

Jack H. Carter, postmaster, Clara, Miss 
Webster County: 

Elmer M. | postmaster, Cumberland, Miss.| Mrs. C. V. Murphy, Winona, Miss. 
Henry P. Bingham, rural carrier, Eupora, Miss_. --| 7 or Jackson, Miss.; Forrest Jackson, 
son. 
ae, Bee L. Abernathy, postmaster, Tomnolen, | Mrs. C. Vv. alee, Winona, Miss. 


Mrs. Virginia K. Allday, assistant postmaster, 
Tomnolen, Miss. 
John A. Peeples, rural carrier, Eupora, Miss 
Ross K. Davis, rural carrier, Mantee, Miss__- 
Winston County: 


Moses W. Rhodes, postmaster, Highpoint, Miss...| James L. Davi is, Louisville, Miss.; J. R. Griffin, 


Eupora, Miss 
Yalobusha County: 
Luther F. Green, postmaster, Oakland, Miss. = 
Esker C. Brower, rural carrier, Coffeeville, Miss. 


—— L. Siviey, 5r., rural carrier, Scobey, Miss..._.| Tom Dame, Meridian, Miss. 
Yazoo Coun’ 


Miss Gladys 0. Manor, postmaster, Anding, Miss.. 





ExHintr No, 43 


JACKSON, HINpS Country, MISS., 
April 20, 1951. 
Hon. CLype R. Hoey, 
Chairman, Senate Investigations Subcommittee, 
Room 160, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear SENATOR Hoey: In accord with request of Mr. Francis D. Flanagan, 
chief counsel for your committee of the United States Senate, I make the following 
statement under oath for use by the committee either in open or private hearings 
and as a part of its report in its discretion and in lieu of my personal appearance 
before the committee. 

I am a resident and citizen of Copiah County, Miss., residing with my family at 
Kaywood plantation, Hazlehurst, Miss. My offices are on the fifth floor of the 
Century Building in Jackson, Miss. My principal business is the manufacture of 
textiles, but I am engaged in various other manufacturing and business enter- 
prises. I am President of Aponaug Manufacturing Co. with offices in the Century 
Building, Jackson, Miss. 

During the latter part of 1949 or early 1950, John O. Harmon, of Bradford, Pa., 
whom I had known for some time and who had endeavored to purchase some of 
my textile mills at one time, stated to me that he had obtained or held all rights 
for the development, manufacture, and sale of the Hyde submachine gun. He was 
anxious for me to finance the production and manufacture and handle the sale of 
this submachine gun. 

Mr. Harmon stated to me that this gun had been fully tested and would favor- 
ably compare with the Thompson and other similar guns; that it had been tested 
at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds; that the gun was light, easily assembled, a 
large part of the parts could be stamped; that it held on target when fired and 
had many favorable features. He brought a working model of the gun to my 
plantation home where it was tested in my presence and that of others on the 
firing range by firing of several thousand rounds of ammunition. 

I had been a captain in the Tank Corps with actual battle service in France in 
World War I and had been greatly interested since that time in various weapons 
and their development. After the gun was tested in my presence I was of 
opinion that it was superior in performance and was, therefore, interested in its 
manufacture and production with the view that it should be manufactured and 
sold for use by the Armed Forces of the United States. 

Mr. Harmon also stated that the gun was efficient in its performance under 
all types of weather conditions, and by reason of its simplicity could be taken 
down and cleaned of any sand, mud, water, or other obstructions in a matter 
of a few seconds. There followed a period of negotiations between Mr. Harmon 
and me over a period of several months. 
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Forrest B. Jackson, an attorney of Jackson, Miss., who has represented me 
and my several concerns over a period of many years, was called in for discus 
sions with reference to the legal problems that might be presented. Subsequently, 
Mr. Jackson stated that a fee of $10,000 would be required on this transaction 
and a photostatic copy of the check in payment of that amount is attached 
hereto. 

In July 1950, I was advised by Mr. Jackson that he could and would go with 
me to Washington around the 1st of August 1950 in connection with this matter 
About August 1, 1950, by prearrangement with Mr. Harmon, we met in Washing 
ton at the Hay Adams Hotel. Mr. Harmon brought with him a working model 
of the Hyde gun and various papers to demonstrate his claimed rights in the 
invention and patent rights on the particular gun. 

We proceeded to Washington in my private airplane and on the trip Mr. Curtis 
Rogers accompanied us, but so far as I knew at that time he went along simply 
as a matter of courtesy to him. 

Upon our arrival in Washington, I met with Mr. Harmon at the Hay Adams 
Hotel and he and Mr. Jackson and I discussed the type of agreement that I 
should have from Harmon, and as I understood it, we had agreed that Harmon 
would assign and transfer to me by written contract his interest in the manu 
facturing and production rights on the gun with full authority in me to make 
all sales, for which I was to receive 66% percent of net profits and Mr. Harmon 
was to receive 3344 percent of net profits. 

We were requested by Mr. Jackson to go with him to Mr. Glenn Boehm’s offices 
and after some conferences, Mr. Jackson dictated a contract between Harmon 
and me, copy of which is attached. After this contract was dictated by Mr. 
Jackson and had been written by a stenographer in Mr. Boehm’s office, Mr. Har 
mon called someone and talked and then stated that he wanted to wait until 
a later date to finally execute the written contract, but he has failed to do so. 

At the time, I had a manufacturing plant at Houlka, Miss., that was vacant in 
which I proposed to manufacture the particular gun if I could get a satisfactory 
contract with Harmon. 

I have for some time suffered with high blood pressure and circulatory disease, 
having had several severe attacks, and for more than a year have had to curtail 
my personal activities by reason of this physical condition. My physician, Dr. 
Gayden Ward of Jackson, Miss., has advised me and also has testified in the 
chancery court here in Jackson, Miss., that under no circumstances should I at 
any time be subjected to any unusual excitement or presented with any contro- 
versial matters, and that it was essential that I take periodic rests and follow 
a strict routine of diet, rest, and controlled recreation ; that for me to be subjected 
to any excitement or unusual personal physical effort would be highly detri- 
mental to my health and possibly would cost me my life. 

I have endeavored to follow this advice and in 1950, on advice of my physician, 
made a 6 weeks’ trip with my wife for my health to England, France, and Switzer 
land, and for some months have been planning to leave immediately this year 
on another trip for Sweden, Denmark, Holland, and Germany, sailing from New 
York on the steamship Liberty next Wednesday, and returning on June 6, 1951, 
by the steamship Queen Mary. All reservations have been made for some time. 

My office will have my itinerary and the places at which I may be located at 
any time while I am on this trip so that if it becomes necessary to give any 
additional information, I shall be delighted so to do if you will give me ample 
time in which to respond to any reasonable requests. 

This trip is made purely for reasons of health and upon suggestion and advice 
of my physician, with whom I am almost daily in contact being under his con 
stant supervision and care. 

Respectfully, 
Rosert D. SANDERS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this the 20th day of April A. D. 1951. 
[SEAL] FRANCES RUSHTON, 

Notary Public 
My commission expires January 7, 1954. 
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Exuipit No. 45A 


Forrest B. Jackson, 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT Law, 
Jackson, Miss., April 13, 1951. 
Hon. Franois D. FLANAGAN, 
Chief Counsel, United States Senate Investigations Subcommittee, 
Room 160, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


Deak FRANCcIs: In accord with our conversation at the conclusion of the hear- 
ings held here in Jackson by the subcommittee on April 9, 10, and 11, 1951, I wish 
to make the following statement, under oath, with reference to the employment 
of Mr. Glenn P. Boehm of 1025 Connecticut Avenue NW., Washington, D. C., in 
the latter part of July or first of August 1950, to wit: 

I have represented Mr. Robert D. Sanders, of Jackson, Miss., and his various 
corporations and enterprises for a number of years, one of which corporations 
is Aponaug Manufacturing Co., with its principal offices in Jackson, Miss. 

In the latter part of July 1950, Mr. John O. Harmon, of Bradford, Pa., whom 
Mr. Sanders and I both had known for some time and who had at one time been 
interested in the purchase of some textile mills from Mr. Sanders, advised Mr. 
Sanders that he had obtained the rights to the manufacture of the Hyde sub- 
machine-gun which he was interested in having manufactured and sold to the 
United States Government or to others who might be interested in the purchase 
of this sub-machine-gun. 

Prior to August 1, 1950, I had mentioned to Mr. Curtis Rogers that Mr. 
Sanders and I were going to Washington in connection with a business matter 
and that Mr. Sanders was going to have us transported in his private airplane 
around the ist of August; that we were anxious to contact someone who could 
make engagements and appointments with various contacts in the Department 
of Defense or the Army Ordnance Department, or any other agency that might 
be interested in obtaining these particular sub-machine-guns for use by the Armed 
Forces of the United States. Mr. Rogers immediately suggested that Mr. Boehm 
could make such contacts for us and subsequently I arranged a conference in 
the offices of Mr. Boehm for Mr. Sanders and me to meet with Mr. John O. 
Harmon for a general discussion of procedure and of handling the particular 
problem. 

Accordingly, on or about August 1, 1950, Mr. Sanders carried in his private 
airplane, Mr. Curtis Rogers and me to Washington. We stopped at the Hay 
Adams Hotel where we were met by Mr. Harmon, who came down from Brad- 
ford, Pa., for such conferences as were desired. Mr. Harmon brought with him 
numerous papers and a working model of the Hyde submachine gun. 

We went to the offices of Mr. Boehm on Connecticut Avenue and a discussion 
was had throughout practically the entire day. Mr. Boehm had said to me that 
if he undertook the work that I proposed in this connection that he would want 
a fixed fee payable in advance of $10,000. I had learned through various visits 
and discussions with Mr. Boehm prior to this time that he was personally 
acquainted with various members of the personnel in the Department of Defense 
and that he knew some of the individuals in the executive offices at the White 
House, and I agreed with the suggestion made by Mr. Rogers that Mr. Boehm 
was a likely person to be employed for the task that was indicated. Mr. Sanders 
had a check made to me for $10,000. In the course of the conferences with Mr. 
Boehm I endorsed this check to him and delivered it. 

After considerable discussions lasting nearly all day, we arrived at a tentative 
agreement with Mr. John O. Harmon by which Mr. Harmon assigned to Mr. 
Sanders all of his right, title, and interest in and to the-invention, discovery, 
development, and manufacturing rights of the Hyde submachine gun. Under 
this contract, Mr. Sanders was to endeavor to have said submachine gun accepted, 
produced, manufactured and sold, financing the entire proposition, and Mr. 
Sanders was to receive 66% percent of the net profit derived and Mr. Harmon 
was to receive 3344 percent of the net profit realized. 

A copy of the proposed agreement and assignment which was dictated and 
prepared by me in the offices of Mr. Boehm in Washington is attached to this 
statement. That which I am attaching is a copy of the original that was actually 
prepared in the offices of Mr. Boehm. 

After this agreement and assignment had been completed in its preparation, 
Mr. Harmon requested that he have an opportunity to discuss the matter with 
his own attorneys and, as I recall, he called some firm of attorneys in Wash- 
ington and discussed the matter over the telephone with them. I do not recall 
who this firm was, but I do know that after the discussion between Mr. Harmon 
and the parties that he called he stated that he wished to think over the matter 
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for a day or 2 and that he would either execute the agreement and assignment 
which I had prepared or we would have further discussions. 

Late in the afternoon and prior to our departure, Mr. Boehm came to my 
room in the Hay Adams Hotel and gave me a check for $1,500 which he 
stated was in appreciation for my having breught this business to his office. 
I brought his check back to Jackson, Miss., and deposited it in my bank account 
in the Commercial Bank & Trust Co. about August 2 or 3, 1950. 

Mr. Sanders, Mr. Rogers, several other parties, and I came back to Jackson, 
Miss., in Mr. Sanders’ private plane late that evening. 

Subsequently, there were various telephone conversations and perhaps one 
or two personal conferences on the subject, but we were never able to get Mr. 
John O. Harmon to complete the agreement and assignment. The matter is still, 
insofar as Mr. Sanders is concerned, under consideration and he is ready, 
willing, and able to carry through on the verbal agreement that he made with 
Mr. Harmon but the details of the agreement and assignment have never been 
concluded. Several efforts to contact Mr. Harmon further have been without 
avail. 

In the course of Mr. Rogers’ testimony, I heard him testify that Mr. Boehm 
had likewise given him a check for $1,500 on this same trip to Washington. 

Insofar as Mr. Sanders and I were concerned, this particular matter was 
and is a purely private business transaction and had absolutely no connection 
with the Mississippi Democratic Committee nor any of its activities and no other 
member of the committee was advised of this transaction nor was it discussed 
with the committee or any other member, except as herein stated, that I cap 
now recall. 

I have discussed this with Mr. Sanders and have obtained his consent to 
release me from the privilege between attorney and client that I may make this 
particular statement and disclosure and, of course, I have waived the privilege. 

If there should be any other or further matter in this connection about which 
you may desire additional information, please let me know. 

As I stated to Mr. Carmine S. Bellino, one of the investigators for the com- 
mittee, after he had testified, I regretted that he concluded that I made any 
effort to hide or remove the bank statement from the offices of the Mississippi 
Democratic Committee on the occasion of his first visit to that office. I was 
requested by Miss Yelverton, the stenographer in the office, to advise her as to 
whether she was required to give the information to Mr. Bellino under the 
subpena that he had served on her. I went from my office to the office of the 
committee and advised Miss Yelverton in the presence of Mr. Bellino that she 
should give to him all of the records and information that he desired, and, as I 
recall, the particular bank statement was among the mail that had been opened 
and was lying on the top of the desk, and while Mr. Bellino was looking through 
files in the filing cabinets, I picked up this particular statement for the purpose 
of handing it to Mr. Bellino since he had made particular request for all bank 
statements and financial records. 

It was not my purpose nor intent to hide or remove this particular statement 
and I regret that my actions may have so impressed Mr. Bellino. I am sure 
that he simply misunderstood that which I was attempting to do, that is, to 
help him insofar as I could, get all information that he desired for use by your 
committee. I make this statement in justice to myself and certainly as my 
explanation of this particular matter on which Mr. Bellino gave evidence. 

I wish again to express my personal thanks and appreciation for the kindness 
and courtesy shown to me by Senator Hoey, Senator McClellan, and Senator 
Mundt, by you personally and by each member of your staff with whom it was 
my privilege to have any contact while you were in Jackson. 

You stated to me that I might have galley proof of the testimony when it was 
prepared and I shall be delighted if you will send me a copy. I shall also desire 
a copy of the completed printed records when they have been made. 

I will appreciate the return of my wife’s bank statements, of my canceled 
checks and bank statements and of the files which were obtained from me and 
my office under subpena from the committee and by your staff. 

With warm personal regards and all good wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 
Forrest B. JACKSON. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this the 13th day of April A. D. 1951. 


[SEAL] JEANETTE S. Hoop, 


Notary Public, State of Mississippi. 
My commission expires July 12, 1954. 
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Exuisir No. 45B 


City OF WASHINGTON, 
District of Columbia: 


AGREEMENT AND ASSIGNMENT 


For, and in consideration of $10 cash in hand paid and other good, valuable, 
and legal considerations, the receipt of all which is hereby acknowledged, I, 
the undersigned, John O. Harmon, do hereby assign, set over, transfer and de- 
liver unto Robert D. Sanders, his heirs and assigns, of Jackson, Miss., all of 
my right, title, and interest in and to the invention, discovery, and development 
rights of that certain submachine gun upon which application for patent has 
been made to the United States Government Patent Office, known as the Hyde 
submachine gun, upon which application for patent is pending under Certificate 
No. with said Patent Office in the city of Washington, District of Colum- 
bia, and for said consideration I do hereby assign, set over, deliver, and transfer 
to the said Robert D. Sanders, his heirs and assigns, of Jackson, Miss, all of my 
right of ownership in said discovery upon which patent application has been 
made. 

It is agreed and understood by the acceptance of this assignment and transfer 
that the said Robert D. Sanders, his heirs and assigns, of Jackson, Miss., will 
immediately endeavor to have said submachine gun accepted and produced; and 
that said Robert D. Sanders, his heirs and assigns, will account to me for one- 
third or 33% percent of the net profit that he may realize from the development, 
manufacture and sale of said submachine gun; and that the said Robert D. 
Sanders, his heirs and assigns, shall receive for his interest in said invention 
and development the full sum and value of 6624 percent of the net profit derived 
from the development, production, and sale of said submachine gun, it being 
understood and agreed that the said Robert D. Sanders, his heirs and assigns, 
shall use all reasonable and ordinary effort for the production and sale of said 
submachine gun, but without liability for failure so to do. 

It is agreed and understood that this shall be and is an absolute complete and 
irrevocable assignment of all right, title, and interest of the said John O. Harmon 
in and to said invention of said Hyde submachine gun without power of revoca- 
tion for a period of 12 months from and after this date, for purposes of develop- 
ment, production, and sale and if sale is made in 12 months then said assign- 
ment shall be absolute forever. 

Witness my signature this the 1st day of August A. D. 1950. 


JoHN O. HARMON. 
Witness : 


Accepted this 1st day of August A. D. 1950. 


Ropert D. SANDERS. 
Witness: 


(Exhibit No. 46, letter from James L. Dougherty, general counsel, Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation, to Francis D. Flanagan, April 25, 1951, may be 
found on p. 491.) 

(Exhibit No, 47, letter from Depue Flack, acting director, Bureau of Land 
Management, Department of the Interior, to Senator James ©. Eastland, August 
26, 1949, may be found on p. 499.) 


Exurisit No. 48 


DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
Washington 6, D. C., March 15, 1951. 
Hon. Crype R. Hoey, 
Chairman, Committee on Investigations, United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear SENATOR Hoey: Attached hereto is a list showing the name, address, and 


amount of contributions received from Mississippi during the period July 1949 
through the year 1950. 
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No contributions have been received from Mississippi during 1951. 
With kindest regards, 
Sincerely, 
GerorGce Leary, 
Assistant to the Chairman. 


Contributions received from Mississippi, July 1949 through 1950 


E. W. Clinton, Monticello, Miss 

Joseph E. Brown, postoffice box 485, Natchez, Miss 

T. B. Fatherree, 1204 Lyncrest, Jackson, Miss 

Eugene Fly, 948 Bellevue Pl., Jackson, Miss.__..___._-___- ditineecinphitilatisteatendn 

Alfred H. Jones, 314 Edgar St., McComb, Miss 

J. C. Lamkin, Yazoo City, Miss 

Mississippi State Negro Democrats Association, Percy Greene, president, 
406%, N. Farish St., Jackson, Miss 

Clyde P. Myers, 433 Virginia Ave., McComb, Miss_....._....._---.---~ ~~ 

W. T. Pate, 1941 Enterprise St., Jackson, Miss____-.-..---_.--.--_-.-.----- 50 

James Potts, 413 McKinley Ave., Clarksdale, Miss._._...._..__---__-_-__-- artes) 2 

Ethelbert R. Rankin, Tupelo, Miss 25 

Robert D. Sharp, 36 Snider St., Grenada, Miss 10 

Will M. Whittington, Greenwood, Miss_._.....--.--.------------ Saheiiemanasitce 50 


(Exhibit No. 49, letter from Vincent C. Burke, First Assistant Postmaster 
General, to Clarence Hood, Jr., July 18, 1949, may be found on p. 529.) 


Exnursit No. 50 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
First ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL, 
Washington 25, D. C., July 13, 1949. 
Hon. CLARENCE Hoop, Jr., 
Century Building, Jackson, Miss. 


Dear Mr. Hoop: This will refer to the third-class post office at Vardaman, 
Miss., where Mr. Julian E. Morgan has been serving as postmaster since Novem- 
ber 14, 19388. 

As a result of a recent investigation at the Vardaman post office the follow- 
ing charges have been preferred against the postmaster : 

(1) That on or about February 24, 1949, he accepted $48.69 in cash for a 
money order to be sent in the name of a patron of the office and issued a money 
order for $18.69, placing $25 in postage stamps in the letter to make up the 
difference and that, during the latter part of March 1949, he accepted money 
from another patron to pay for a money order to be issued in the amount of 
$1.99 and this money order was not issued but something else was substituted in 
lieu of the money order. 

(2) He has been extravagant in the use of clerical auxiliary allowances and 
has used more than was justified by the needs of the office over a period of many 
quarters. 

(3) He has permitted his daughter, Margaret Jane Morgan, to work in the 
post office while another daughter, Mrs. Rosanne M. Harmon, was absent and 
the records have been made to show that all this service was performed by Mrs. 
Harmon and and payment was made to her at a higher rate than would have 
been paid to Miss Morgan. 

(4) Members of the postmaster’s family purchased postage-stamp stock 
in the approximate amount of $400 during the calendar year 1948, and not 
less than $37.50 during the current calendar year, to be sent to mail order 
companies for merchandise and none of these sales have been reported as outside 
sales in accordance with the Postal Laws and Regulations. 

(5) He has falsified post office records in that time records have been wholly 
ignored in preparing pay vouchers for substitute clerks; that such vouchers do 
not agree with office receipts in the cash book and the amount he has entered in 
his postal accounts, and that he has prorated the auxiliary allowance between 
the two substitute clerks without regard to the service actually performed by 
them which has resulted in overpayment to one substitute clerk in the amount 
of $394.80 during the past two calendar years; he has made entries on the time 
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records of substitute clerk Harmon (his daughter) showing that she was 
regularly employed in the office between March 16 and 21, 1948, when she was 
actually out of the State during that period. 

Very careful consideration has been given the charges and the postmaster’s 
reply, which is on file in this Bureau. It has been decided that conditions neces- 
sitate a change in the postmastership and that Mr. Morgan should be removed 
at the earliest practicable date. Please suggest the name of some suitable 
person for appointment as acting postmaster. The person named must be a 
citizen of the United States, between 21 and 63 years of age, and must have 
been a resident within the delivery of the Vardaman post office for at least 1 year. 

Sincerely yours, 
V. C. BurKE, 
First Assistant Postmaster General. 


(Exhibit No. 51, letter from Joseph J. Lawler, Assistant Postmaster General, 
to Clarence E. Hood, Jr., October 16, 1950, may be found on p. 546.) 


ExuIsit No. 52A 
May 7, 1951. 
Mr. CLARENCE E. Hoop, Jr., 
Summerville, 8. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoop: You will recall that in the public hearings of our subcommittee 
held at Jackson, Miss., there was testimony to the effect that one Carl Frank 
Ferrell was one of the eligibles for rural mail carrier at Winborn, Miss. Al- 
though this particular post-office job eventually went to Mr. E. Guy Moorehead, 
who had been recommended by you, it appears from the verbatim testimony that 
Ferrell attempted to get the position and to this end conferred with members 
of the Mississippi Democratic Committee in Jackson, Miss., some time in the 
spring of 1950. The following is the pertinent part of the verbatim testimony 
beginning on page 4511 with reference to Ferrell's meeting with officials of the 
Mississippi Democratic Committee at the time you were allegedly present at 
that meeting: 

“Mr. FERRELL. I came down with Mr. Lester Coison and talked to Mr. Beasley. 
Well, Mr. Beasley, of course, told me that until the ratings came out that they 
couldn't do anything; that sometimes they were mighty slow being released. 

“Well, when the ratings came out, why, I came back down and talked to Mr. 
Beasley again. I met Mr. Rogers at that time, but Mr. Rogers at that time never 
carried on any conversation; and Mr. Beasley told me, well, they would consider 
all applicants fairly, but at that time there was nothing he could tell me. 

“And then I came down to the Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner and the next 
month I went in to see Mr. Forrest Jackson and, as I recall, Mr. Jackson took 
me into the office at 212 Century Building and introduced me to Mr. Hood and 
Mr. Mize and Mr. Rogers and I told them that I believed I had been the victim 
of a blackmail scheme about I was supposed to have been shooting at a man’s 
house there and I was just hunting and we didn’t know that we had struck his 
house, we had just been shooting, and I invited him to make an investigation and 
he told me that he did not feel like they could go to the expense of attempting 
an investigation. 

“Senator Hory. You asked who to make the investigation? 

“Mr. Ferrecy. I asked Mr. Hood. 

“Senator Hoey. All right. 

“Mr. Ferretit. And Mr. Hood asked me if I had been served with any papers, 
had been arrested for anything. And I told him ‘No.’ And it was at that time 
that Mr. Rogers says, ‘We understand that you are willing to pay $4,000 for the 
job. I told him that was ridiculous, that I didn’t have $4,000 and if I did have 
I wouldn’t pay it. And Mr. Hood laughed and says ‘That is lots of money, isn’t 
it? And then Mr. Rogers stood up and that terminated that conference. 

“Senator Hory. Was anybody with you at that time? 

“Mr. Ferrevy. No, sir. 

“Senator Hory. Did you have any further discussions with either Mr. Hood or 
Mr. Rogers about this matter? 

“Mr. Ferrecyt. No; I hadn’t. That was the first time I had met Mr. Hood 
and the first time I had met Mr. Mize, and, as I recall, during all the time I 
was in there in the office Mr. Mize never said anything. 

“Senator Hory. Is that the only conversation, all that transpired? 

“Mr. Ferrecyt. That was all of it. 
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“Senator Hory. Have you ever had any further conversation with any mem 
ber of the committee about this job? 

“Mr. Ferret. No; I never tried to see them any more.” 

an order to clarify the above-quoted testimony, it would be appreciated if you 
would execute a sworn affidavit in reply to the following questions. So that the 
information in your affidavit will clearly retiect the facts, it is suggested that you 
include each of these questions, together with your answers in the affidavit, and 
you may, of course, make any other statement you desire which is pertinent and 
related to this particular part of the testimony. 

The questions which it is desired that you answer under oath are as follows: 

1. Did you ever have a discussion with Carl Frank Ferrell, of Winborn, Miss.. 
concerning his desire to obtain a rural mail carrier’s job at Winborn? 

2. Where you ever present with any other persons when Mr. Ferrell discussed 
the possibility of obtaining your endorsement for a rural mail carrier’s job? 

3. Did Mr. Ferrell ever ask you or anyone else in your presence to make an 
investigation of his alleged activities in order that he might clear his name and 
thereby be eligible for appointment as a rural mail carrier? 

4. Were you ever present when Mr. Curtis Rogers or any other person advised 
Ferrell that he would have to pay $4,000 or any other amount of money for a post 
office job? 

Your courtesy in submitting the requested affidavit at the earliest possible date 
will indeed be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 
Francis D. FLANAGAN, Chief Counsel. 


ExuHisit No. 52B 


AFFIDAVIT 


Clarence E. Hood, Jr., states as follows referring to the following questions: 

Question No. 1. Did you ever have a discussion with Carl Frank Ferrell, of 
Winborn, Miss., concerning his desire to obtain a rural mail carrier's job at 
Winborn? 

Answer No.1. Yes; I had such a discussion with Mr. Ferrell at which, accord 
ing to my best recollection, Forrest B. Jackson, Curtis Rogers, and Frank Mize 
were also present. 

Question No. 2. Were you ever present with any other persons when Mr. Fer- 
rell discussed the possibility of obtaining your endorsement for a rural mail 
carrier’s job? 

Answer No. 2. Yes; as stated above. 

Question No. 3. Did Mr. Ferrell ever ask you or anyone else in your presence 
to make an investigation of his alleged activities in order that he might clear 
his name and thereby be eligible for appointment as a rural mail carrier? 

Answer No. 3. I do not recall that Mr. Ferrell particularly asked me to make 
an investigation of his alleged activities. I do recall at the very beginning of 
our conversation I told Mr. Ferrell that I had been informed that he had been 
charged for illegally shooting a gun into a house occupied by a family of people 
and that if he had done so that it would preclude my recommending him for a 
position under any circumstances. I likewise told Mr. Ferrell, as I had also told 
Mr. Moorehead, that I had heard rumors that he and the various other applicants 
were stating that the positions could be obtained only if money were paid for 
the endorsement. He was then asked if he had ever stated that he was going 
to buy the job for $4,000. He replied that he had not made any such statement 
and I particularly told him, as I had also told Mr. Moorehead, that nobody could 
buy my recommendation for any job and that if I continued to hear reports that 
these applicants were trying to buy jobs that I would ask the Post Office De- 
partment if they could disqualify all of them and call a new examination. 

Question No. 4. Were you ever present when Mr. Curtis Rogers or any othe: 
person advised Ferrell that he would have to pay $4,000 or any other amount of 
money for a post-office job? 

Answer No. 4. Mr. Rogers did not advise Mr. Ferrell in my presence that he 
would have to pay $4,000 or any other amount of money for the job. It is my 
belief that the $4,000 referred to in Ferrell's testimony has been confused with 
the facts as stated in my answer to question No. 3. 

CLARENCE E. Hoop, dr. 

Sworn before me this 11th day of May 1951. 


[SEAL] CHARLOTTE ROGERS, 
Notary Public in and for South Carolina. 
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